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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T he following letters were written in the German language by the Baron Calpar 
Riefbeck, a native of tlie Dutchy of Wurtenberg. 

As the author has affuraed the charader of a Frenchman, it has been prefumed| that 
he was of that nation : But, befides that the work was never publifhed in France, the free- 
dom and feverity with which he every where treats the natives of that cou^itry, convey 
fufficient proof that he did not belong to it himfelf, He died February 5, 1786, of a 
fever, at Aran, in Switzo’land, aged thirty ycars. 

The ma. iy inaccuracies which may be found fcatt^red up and down in the tranflation, 
will meet with fome apology in the bofom of the eSndid, w'hen they are pleafed to confi- 
der the painful and tedious illnefs, under which the tranflator laboured, and yfhich at 
laft put a period to his life. And if the reader, in the perufal of the work, Ihould meet 
with palhkges which have the appearance of indelicacy, he may be affured that many 
more are omitted, which may be found in the original, and even thofe which renlain^f 
hardly fufficient to,give offence to the moft fcrupulous, were intended to have been 
cxjfunged by the tranflator, whofe purity of thought could wily be furpaffed by the 
vo^. VI. B purity 
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purity of his life. In ftiort, whatever inaccuracies may have efcaped the attenftion of 
the tranllator of thefe letters, 

{jnas aut incuria fuditf 
Jut humana parum cavil natara— 

it is prefumed that they will be amply compenfated by the entertainment and infor- 
m^on with which they abound. 


TRAVELS, 
LErrER I. 


DEAR BROTHER, Sfutgort, April ‘i, 

H i R E I have pitched my firfl; camp, and intend to make excurfions from hence 
into the different parts of Suabia, according as opportunities ofl’cr. 

I have made it a rule to myl’elf to take particular parts of Germany as middle points, 
and from thence to ramble round the country till I have feen all that I think worth notice. 
It is my intention to Itudy Germany thoroughly, without, however, extending my inqui- 
ries to the numbcrlefs landgraviates, margraviates, baronies, republics, See. he. As to 
thefe, it is doing them honour enough to fay that they exift. 

You know that I flayed fome time in Stralburg, as well for ih.e fako-of learning to 
fpeak a little German, as to make myfelf acquainted, by the help of maps and books, 
with the country I mean to travel through. In this purfuit I found more affiftance than 
I could have cxpe£led, and it is certainly not the fault of the German geographers and 
politicians that their country is fo little known by foreigners. 

Having fometimes been lb kind as to allow me a genius for the obfervation of men 
and manners, you may rcafonably expert fomething more in my letters than what you 
have commonly met with in our French and Englifh travellers. Thefe, indeed, have 
ufually been gentlemen, who having travelled in clofc pofl-chaifes to the great courts, 
as if (as Yorick fays) they were riding port from death, have given us the few anecdotes 
they have picked up, either at the polt-l'ioufe, whilrt they were changing horfes, or from 
their bankers, or from their opera-girls, as true accounts of the ftatc of manners, legif- 
lation^ religion, &c. of the country. 

A man who would know all orders of people, fhould mix with them all ; but this is 
what a common traveller feldom either can or will do, on the contrary, they arc ge- 
nerally compelled to live in a narrow circle, where they hear of nothing but the p!ea- 
fures and occupations of the company j therefore, again, a man murt be a ftudious tra- 
veller by profeifion, to enter into the*^eculiaritics of a whole people. After a!l, let him 
be ever fo willing, and ever fo well prepared, he will find it more difficult to know Ger- 
many than any other country ; for it is not here as in France, where, as all ape the man- 
ners of the capital, by going thither you fee all, as it were, in the coinpafa of a nut-fliell. 
In Germany there is no town which regulates the manners of the whole, but the coun- 
'kTy is divided into a numberlefs variety of large and fmall ftates, differing from each 
other in religion, government, opinions, &c. and which have no band cf union whatever, 
except their common language. 

You 
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You know that I commonly travel on foot virhen I cannot get into a public land or 
water carriage; but thefc are inexpreflibly plcafant to mo on account of the company 
1 meet in them, even ftiould that company happen to confifl only of Jews, Capuchins, 
and old women. 

You know too that I am enough a citizen of the world to find fame good out of my 
own country, and not to be outrageoufly out of humour when ell is not as it is at home. 

You may depend on receiving one letter at leafl every week, in which you w’ill have 
an account either of a German town or of fomc part of the country. General obfer- 
vations I mud, of courfe, defer to the end, when 1 fliall have pur together the fevcral 
broken parts of the narrative. I fliall not trouble you with any of the nonfenfe which 
you mull have enough of in our daily publications. 


LETTER II. 

Siuigari, April lo, 1780. 

I HOPE that you received my letter of the third, which was intended as a kind of 
introduftion to our future correfpondencc. Though I know how odious letter- writing 
is to you, I mull neverthelefs infill on an anfwer to every fix of mine, and if you cannot 
bring yourfelf to fit down to work, delirc Nannette to do it for you. — But to my diary: 
As I wasgeling into the poft-waggon at Slrafburg, who fliouldcome in, in a poll-chaife 

and four, but Mr. B ! No doubt, you mull have feen him at Paris at Madame 

H *s. ‘Whither,* fays he, ‘fofall?’ ‘A pilgrimage through Germany,* 

fays I. ‘ Out upon the llupid country,’ fays he ; I have jull tnivelled over it, but in 
truth it is not worth the trouble.* At firll I thought that he mull at leafl have made 
I'ome flay in fome of tiie principal German towns ; but when I came to inquire, I found 
that what he called having travelled over the llupid country, was a finall cxcurfion from 
Switzerland, through part of Suabia and Bavaria, as far as Munich, and from thence 
into France again by Augfburg, Him, and Friburg. As there happened to be a map of 
Germany behind the door of the poll-houfc, with the point of my fword I traced the 
parts of the country he had been over, and lliewcd him, tliat far from having travelled 
through Germany, he had fcarcc feen any part of it ; but tliis did not airefl him at all ^ 
‘ Go you,’ fiiys he, ‘ go you ; for my part 1 h.ave feen it.* 

My company confifted of a wine-merchant from I 'lm, with a melancholy fac§ij who 
was always llialdng his lips as if he had tallcff lour wine, and an elderly lady, who laid 
flic was hired as a governefs in a great houfe at Vienna. As nciUier of thefe compa- 
nions had any peculiar charms for me, I annifed myfclf as we travelled along^he hanks 
of the Rhine, with confidering the idea peribns who live in the great Pavilian world en- 
tertain of what they call with us le Non). 1 had been led into this by the gafeonade of 

M. B , and th^ fight of the German poll-niap. Here, then, thought 1 to niyfelf, 

(as I run over in my mind that track of country which reaches from the fpot I was then 
on to the frozen fea,) in ancient times dwolw'the Cimbri, the Goths, the Franks, the 
Saxons, the Suabians, and the Allemar.ni ; and hero now are the Swedes, the Prulllans, 
and the Ruffians ; and all this great country, together with the formidable pofl'ell'ors of 
it, we dilpofe of in a word that conveys much the fame ideas to the readers as ks Pais 
Bas, the low countries. Lcs Pais Bos and the Nord, a Frenchman confiders jis onh’ So 
^ many dependencies on the omnipotent France. There is really nothing to be li^d to 
this but what rrillram Shandy fays upon a like occafion : ‘ The French have a plcafant 
^ay of treating all great matters.’ I could not help laughing inwardly as thefe thoughts 

B 2 came 
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came into my head, and tHie*figbt of the ruined fortifications of Kehi ^ve my laughter 
frefli force, mm the recollection that the mighty Louis, whofe great mind had itjn con- 
templation to annex the fmall dependencies of the Nord and the pais has, together with 
Italy, Spain, &c. to the French monarchy, had built this fort as a key to his conquefis on 
the other fide the Rhine. * By my troth,* faid I, as I confidered the barracks and vef- 
tiges of the old fortifications, *this is pleafant.* — ^And it is pleafanter ftill, that Beau- 
marchais meant to print his Voltaire in thefe barracks. * In the name of merriment,* 
faid I, (and 4ny internal laugh then broke out,) * is the great France grown too fmall, 
fince the days of the mighty Louis, to hold a dozen letter preffes in it ?* 

The fmall contraband trade with Straiburg excepted, France has nothing to fear from 
this fame Kehl. The place, which is contemptible in every refpeft, belongs, with fome 
other villages, to the margraves of Baden, but the Hates of the Holy Roman Empire 
claim a r^t to the ruined fortifications. , 

The way to Carlfruhe railed many thou^ts in my mind. On fight of the caftle of 
Raftadt, where a termination was put to the war between France and Auflria in 1714, 
I felt myfelf a Frenchman all over. All the great chiefs and flatefmen, who from the 
beginning of the lafi century to this period had adorned our annals, and fet us far above 
the nations o’f the earth, feemed to rife before me, and I fat for fome time in a kind of 
trance, fighting their battles and inventing their civil improvements over again. In an 
unlucky minute, however, 1 was awakened by the recolle&ion that thi; was now all at 
an end ; that in 1714 our greatnefs terminated ; that my country no longer produced 
great men ; and that the powers whom we had then funk fo low were now rifing, nay, 
tiiat fome of them had already rifen, to fink us. I would then have wilhed to have for- 
gotten that I was a Frenchman, and fought for confolation in the thought of being a 
citizen of the world, and that much as we had loll, Europe in general had gained ftill 
more in the time that had elapfed ; but this was impollible, the traces of defolation which 
many of our generals had left in the places I was travelling through, made me lament 
my having been fo proud of their exploits before. 

I ftayed fome time at Carlfruhe, and was lucky enough to get acquainted with a gen- 
tleman, who, to the bell of hearts, an excellent underftanding, and unremitting exer- 
tions in the fervice of his prince, unites a very fine tafte for German, French, and Eng- 
lilh literature. The court of Carlfruhe poffeffes many fuch perfons, fome of whom 1 
had been fortunate enough to know at Stralburg. With this gentleman I went to Spires 
to yifit fome of his relations. Our way lay by Bruchfal, the refidence of the bilhop of 
Spires^ The country we went through had many woods, which, however, were broken 
by a few well cultivat|d vales. Thefe woods, the timber of which is carried to Holland 
(where it fells very w&ll) by the Rhine, makes a great part of the revenue of the courts 
of Spires' and Carlfruhe. The wood through which we travelled afforded a llriking 
inftance of the advantage an hereditary kingdom has over an eledive one. The woods 
of Baden are kept up with the greateft oeconomy and attention, becaufe the prince 
kno,w 8 they vHll be fources of wealth to his remoteic defeendants ; whereas at Bruchfid, 
where the defeendants of the prince have, nothing to hope, every thing gives way to pre> 
lent enjoyment — It is heedlefs to add that in this refped the woods are an emblem of 
the whole country. 

BruchM is a pretty little town, and the bifiiop’s palace a handfome building. The 
l^efent prince bilhop, fome efiufions of ill humour only excepted,, is no bad governor. 
Tbiathuihour principally Ihews itfelf againll the young women. I am afliired that if he 
cpuld he l^ould make all the girls nuns* He caimot fee one without falling into 
a pallion. - v|Iis revenue is about , three hundred thoufand florins, or thirty thoufan^^ 

to pounds 
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pounds per anftuni, and I am forry to add that he is by no means one of the richeft bi- 
Jhopsin©ermany. * 

Spires is a fmall free dty, ivhich was formerly handfomer than it is now; .toward» the 
end of the laft century it was entirely deftroyed by the French army ; fmee that time 
it has long lain in ruins, and is now hardly above half built up again* It was one of 
the hrft Roman colonies on the banks of the Rhine, and many Roman coins are fiill 
found in the country. 

Here, brother, 1 was in the midft of that theatre from whence, in the laft century, 
onr troops fpread defolation from the Rhine to the Mofelle ; where Melac, appearing 
not as the leader of a mighty hoft, but the head of a murderous band, laid fixty 
rifliing towns in afties, and made a defer! of one of the ftneft countries on earth ! Where- 
Turenne, thegreateft general of the greateft monarch in the world, anfwere^he ge- 
nerous eledor, who, ftruck with the wrongs his country was enduring, woul^raveiy 
have rilked his life for his people, and challenged the incendiary to Angle combat, with 
abon-mot, faying, ‘that fince he had the honour to ferve the king of France, he fought 
only at the head of twenty thoufand men.’ How little in my eyes did then appear the 
great Turenne, whofe bon-mot, turned into commomfenfe, amounted fc no more than 
this : * Thefe twenty thoufand men give me a right to lay your country in aflies !’ 

My friend carried me to the cathedral, half of which is ftill in ruins. Here I faw.jhe 
tombs of the old emperors, ♦whofe fepulchres our foldiers plundered, and whofe bones 
they ftrewed on the ground. ‘This happened,’ faid my friend, * in your golden age, 
under Louis the fourteenth, when your greateft poets, reafoners, and philofophers flou- 
rifhed ; when you was fuppofed to have arrived at the higheft pitch of polilh of which 
a nation is capable *, when we Germans were no more in your fight than fo many Che- 
rokees ; and fome of your academicians had the infolence to propofe, as a queftion Ac 
for difeuflion, “ Whether it was poAible that a German Ihould have any efprit - 
Brother, I wap alrooft afhamed to be a Frenchman. 

Both at Spires and Bruchfal I found, in the few houfes where we made our dying vi- 
Ats, more Safe and knowledge of the world than I expefted. I remarked that people 
are very fond of ftrangers in this country. 

I reckon the few days 1 fpent at Carlfruhe amongft the happieft of my life. I faw a 
prince who truly lives only for his people, and feeks his own happinefs in theirs ; one 
whofe a&ive and enlightened mind pervades the whole country, and by its induence 
makes all thofe who have a fhare in the adminiftration patriots like himfelf. Educati'iu, 
police, encouragements to induftry and agriculture ; every thing, in Ihprt, here breathes 
a fpirit of philofophyand the warm love of mankind. O that I could make many mil- 
lions as happy as the margrave of Baden makes two hundred thoufand men ! • 

After the eleftors, and the houfes of Wirtemburg and Hede Caflel, the. margrave of' 
Baden is one of ifee greateft potentates in Germany. The princes of Bareith and 
Dariifftadt are the only ones who can enter into any competition withbim ; his.revenue 
is one million two hundred thoufend dorins, i. e. one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds per annum. The margrave’s country extends along the right Ade of the Rhine 
from BaAl to near Philipfburg, and from thence through part of Alfatia to the Mofelle. . 

If it all lay together it would be more produftive. 

They carry on a large trade in cattle, wood, and wine, which laA is extremely good 
in the environs of BaAl. The country, likewife, produces a kind of marble, which 
foijfie think equal in goodnefs to the Florentine or Carara ; but this is exaggeration.^ 
Thp mildnefs of the government fecures to the people the quiet enjoyment of the re- 
war^Js of their induftry* There are not indeed opportunities of making great fortunes, 

as 
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ns the court Is very occonomical, and lives at a fmall expence ; but the fame caufe pre« 
vents the preflure of extreme poverty from being felt by any one. The facility of ex- 
porting their labours, which is afforded by the navigation on the Rhine, is a great incite- 
ment to induftry. The manufadures in confeqncnce increafe every year, and fome of 
them, particularly the earthenware one at Durloch, are in high eftiraation. They have 
likewife made ibme fuccefsful experiments in making filk. 

The margrave is as amiable in private life as he is rcfpc£tablc in public. He and the 
margravine, who is a princefs of D’Armlladt, have every polite accomplifhment, 
fo that the court is the befi; focicty in Carlfruhe. Strangers find little difficulty to gain 
admiffion there. 

This court has been much reflcfted upon for its ccconomy, and poffibly may have 
gone rather beyond the line in fome points ; but whatever the excelTes may have been, 
the prince himfelf is not chargeable with them. The fad is, that the debts of the fa- 
mily were numerous and great. Thofe in the hereditary dominions have arifen from 
frequent wars, and the necelTary provifion for the younger part of the family ; but be- 
fidcs thefe, when the margrave fucceeded to the government of Baden, which fell to 
him by the extdhfion of another branch of the family, he found every thing in the ut- 
mofl: confufion. Priefts, miftrefles, huntfmen, and cooks, had long vied with each other 
for the honour of accelerating the bankruptcy of the court of Rafladt * ; and in the lad 
adminifl ration every thing had been purpofely loft to go to ruin, on tlie principle that 
the fuccelTor was a proteitant. Under thefe circumftanccs the prince’s mother thought 
the greateft ceconomy neceflary, and flic carried it fo far as to caufe the flowers which 
grew in the court garden to be fold, inftead of permitting her daughters to wear them in 
their bofoms. For this, though without the ftrideft ceconomy the family muft have 
been ruined, fhe was much laughed at ; perhaps in fome degree defervedly ; but tlJe 
mirth was kept up by fome beaux sprits in the neighbourhood, whofe mercenary expec- 
tations the court had failed to gratify. 

Carlfruhe is a neat little town confifllng entirely of wooden buildings. It is built on 
a regular plan, and ftands in the middle of a large foreft, the remnant of that which, 
in the time of Tacitus, covered all Germany. Through this foreft there are thirty-two 
regular avenues extending to a great dillance. The town, built in the fliape of a fan, ' 
Hands upon nine of thefe ; but you will have a better notion of it from the plans, 
which are fold upon the fpot, and are very well worth purchafing, than from any thing 
i cJln fay. 

I cannot omit an anecdote which happened about forty years ago, and does the prince 
of that time great honour. A traveller who pafled through exprefled his furprife at 
feeinjif.a palace entirely of w'ood. ‘True, Sir’, faid the prince, ‘you may think it ought 
at lead to have been of brick ; but I could not be more magnificently lodged without 
laying expenfive taxes on my fubjefts, and I wanted only a rofif to lay my head under.* 
Certainly the difference between a king of France and a margrave of Baden is very 
great ; and yet it would not have be^n amifs if the builders of the Louvre, Verfailles, 
and Marli, had attended a little mord^ to fuch confiderations. 

* RaJiladt is woitli paffing tlirougli by ftrangers who have occafion to go from Manheim to Stralhurg, 
were it only to fee the little clofet in which Eugene and Villars figncd the Treaty of Utrecht, and fome ra- 
ther ngconinioti uioiiuments which Hand in the middle of the ftreet. 


LETtLR 
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LETTER III. 

Stufgarf, Jpril 14, 1780. 

FROM Carlfruhe I returned here on foot, through a romantic, but in general very 
well cultivated country. 

When you come into Lorraine from Champagne, you are ftruckwith a remarkable 
difference between the circumltances of the farmers in old France, and thofe of the 
newly acquired country, notwithftanding that the governors have of late years done 
every thing that they could to make them alike; but in All’ace the contrail is ftill greater. 
The farmer of Alface is quite a gentleman when compared with the old Frenchman. 
You will hear indeed heavy complaints of high tattes even at Straiburg ; but ft is only 
from fuch as have no opportunity of ellimating the advantage of their liiuation by com- 
parifon. 

In the part of Germany I have hitherto travelled through, the inhabitants are ftill 
happier than in Alfatia. The form of government protedls them from oppreffion in 
the larger ftates, fuch as Wirtemberg, &c. and theemperorhimfc lf frequently interpofes 
in the fmaller ones. In my way from Carlfruhe hither, I could not fufliciently admire 
the thriving ftate of the people. 

Before I give you any account of my excurfion into the neighbouring parts of Sua- 
bia, 1 muft make you acquainted with the prefent ftate of this court. No doubt, from 
what you have formerly heard, you will expeft accounts of fumptuous feafts, balls, illu- 
minations, hunting parties, concerts, and the like, but with any thing of that kind I ftiail 
^ot be able to entertain you. They no longer make artificial lakes on the tops of hills, 
and compel the peafant to fill them with water, for the purpofe of hunting a flag there ; 
they no longer light up immenfe forefts, and bring out fauns and dryads to dance mid- 
night dances in them ; you meet with no more winter gardens abounding in all the flow- 
ers of an European Ipring : even the famous opera-houfe, where Noverre exhibited 
when his fame was at the higheft, is now a folitary ruin. This change aftoniflies you. 
I cannot explain it better than by giving you the duke’s own words. 

In 1778 this worthy prince took the opportunity of his birth-day to publifli a mani- 
fefto of which the following is the fubftance : “Being a man, and, from the condi- 
tion of my nature, far removed from the ftandard of perfcdlion, and likely to reijiain 
fo, it could not but fall out, that partly from the weaknefs incidental to human nature, 
and partly from the want of fufficient fagacity, and other caufes, many events ftiould 
have taken place, which had they not happened, things would have been very (ijft'trcnt 
from what they now arc, or are likely to be hereafter. This I acknowledge freely, as it 
is the duty of every upright thinking mind to do, and the confideration "of it reminds 
me of duties obligatoryto every man, but ftill more fo to the anointed of the Lord upon 
earth. I confider this day, in which I have entered into my fiftieth year, as beginning 
the fccond period of my exillence. — I aflure m^ loving fubje£ls, tliat every fucceffive 
year of life, which it ftiall pleafe divine Providence to beftow, fhall be dedicated to the 
promotion of their happinefs.— Henceforwards fhall the prolperity of Wirtemberg be 
eftablifted on the joint and firm bafis of the fovereign’s love for his people, and of the 
people’s confidence in the affection of their fovereign.— ’A fubjecl, who thinks, as he 
ought to do, will fee that many circumltances muft arife, in which the good of the indjifi- 
^iial muft give vay to the good of the whole, nor murmur if things do not always take 
the turn which he would have wifhed them to do.— We truft that every man will, for 

7 the 
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the future, live in the confidence that he has a provident and anxious father in his 
priiice : yes, may the conteft who (hall do moft to make his native country happy, be 
from this day forth the only contell that ever arifes bet ween . us.’* ' . 

The duke is now quite a philofopher ; he founds fchools, fiirms, cultivates arts and 
fciences, and eftablifhes manufadures : in fhort, he endeavours in every way poffiible to 
make up for what has been wrong. ^ 

Many caufcs had contributed to miflead this prince in the earlier parts of life, and 
to give his mind, naturally a lively and impetuous one, a falfe dire£lion. Amongfi the 
foremofl, we may reckon the fafhion of the times, the bad examples fet him by the courts 
of Manheim and Drefden, the tafte for falfe magnificence,,, which he had acquired in 
Italy, and the corruption of thofe who furrounded him ; many of whom, I am afhamed 
to fay it, were French. Thefe were the caufes of that diffipation of which Europe ha'^ 
heard fo much. The confequences were fuch as might naturally have been fbrefeen ; 
debt, oppreffive taxes, refiftance on the part of the ftates of the country, and finally, a 
commifiion of inquiry ilfiied by the imperial court. The debts, upon examination. Were 
found to amount to i , 2 oo,oool. The evil counfellors, you may think, were removed ; 
but this would have done little, but for the change which about this time took place in 
moft of the leffer courts of the empire, the princes of which, from being oppreffive and 
expenfive tyrants, fuddenly contrafted a taflc for political oeconomy and philofophical 
purfuits. Into thefe the duke ran with as much ardour as he had formerly done into ju- 
venile diffipation. 

Idhould now give you an account of the feveral new eftabliffiments for education, 
and particularly of the military academy ; but 1 believe that you are already acquainted 
with them, and as to myfelf, I muft confefs ingenioufly, that they do not pleafe me. I 
fuppofe that as things are now circuinftanced, it is neceflary to pour a great deal gi|^» 
knowledge into boys, before the mind is fit to receive it ; ftill I own that I cannot bear 
to fee the intention of nature fo perverted. My children, if I am blefted with any, fhall 
grow up to thefe years like young Cofl'acks. — But I fhall take another opportunity 
to give you myfeutiments on education— at prefent fomething more concerning Wir- 
temberg. 

The greateft part of the dukedom confifts in an extenfive valley, which is bounded on 
the eaft by a chain of hills called the Alps; on the weft by the Black Foreft; on the 
north by a part of the mountain of Oden-Wald, and an arm of the Black Foreft ; and 
<Sn<he fouth by the joint arms of the Alps, and the Black Foreft *. On the whole it 
inclines to the northward, and is watered in the middle by the Necker. Several fmaller 
arms run off from the furrounding chains of hills towards the centre, crofs each other 
in various direftions, and form little vallics, which are watered by an infinity of rivers. 
The land is rendered exceedingly fruitful by thefe leffer hills, which fhelter the vallies 
from the cold winds, and colleft the heat of the fun between thep. The fouthem fides 
of thefe mountains and bills are planted with vines very high up, and above there is ex- 
celient dyers’ wood, and brufh wood; and at the bottom is a grey> coloured light mould, 
which yields all kinds of corn, but parijcularly barley, in aftonilhing plenty. Upon the 
whole, this country very much refembles the middle part of Lorrain ; but the foil is 
much better, and there are not fo many ftones in it. Excepting fait, which it is obliged 
to have recourfe to Bavaria for, it abounds in all the neceffaries of life. What corn is not 
confumed in the country is fent to Switzerland, and the wine goes as far as England. 

• The Black Foreft is the largcft wood of Gcrnuinyf being fixty days journey lu Ungth, and nine h 
breadth, ^ 



'Hft ldlble ofetettt of die ixmtrf dioes aot contda more than two Ktmdred Gmnan, 
^ tjMn Wntbrei aiid fiartfSRx French fquare itdles. la this dtcuk tho^ are about five 
hundred and fixty thoufaiid iphatutants ; di^ », about two thoofand eight hundred to 
eveiy German fquare mile^ Excqjtiog thole ^8 of Germany which are in the neigh- 
bom^ood of Seme capital cities, and Ibrae diftriSs of Italy, and the Nethm’lands, there 
ta certmniy no comitry in Europe fo populous in proportion to ita meteat, this ht. It 
is however fo fruitfolast?lMS able to fupport as i^y more inhabitants. 

The mcome of the duke amounts to three millions of florins*, or ^lout 300,006!. 
per annum. I Iumw that many printed calculations make the fum fmaller. But as 
diere are few parts of Genpany in ndiich the taxes are not eftimated at five florins per 
head, and inibme they pa^uch more, why fhould it not be fo in Wirtemberg, which 

one of the Imgeft tmitbriet in O^my, and in which the fubje^ is juot more 
fpared? 

After the eledors, the duke is bwond comparlfon the grea^ prince in Gemtany, 
though the landgrave of Hefle Caffin, who has tu^ sdxwe two thirds of the fubjeds or 
yearly income, is of more coniequmtee in the empire,' on accoantof his conne£tion with 
England. 

The government of this dukedom is not fo limple and unmixed^ as that of the terri<. 
tory of Baden. Here are fwarma of counfellors, fecretaries, profkors,’ and advocates, 
of which more than hatf might hie<^red; but .the nature of the government allows 
them to enjoy lhar appointmatts in idlene&. Manv rf »k^ s* s- ‘ — •- ’ 


m^ni always be fup- 

ported, as the pojHilation and revenues qf the country appear to allowit. At the time 
of the change, lu^ever, diey were reduced to about rive thouflmd men, aind thofe feem 
#0 be none of the bell troops. 

Stutgart conn^ about twen^ thouiand inhalfltant^ and finee the duke is returned, 
die populafitm has bee^coq^tly on the increafe. During die conteft, in which Stut- 
gart took a very violent part, be removed to l.ouilbui;g. Stutgart was inliantly fenfible 
of her loB by it | flie madeevmy poffible effiirt to dbtun his retun^ but all in vain: but 
after a reconciliation between the prince and the dates, die wifli ^ Stutgaiders was 
at kdl accomjdilhed. * 

The dty is well built : the inhabatants are k handlbme, fiout people, l^e iromen 
are tall and llender, with fair and ruddy comedexionK The natural riches, the eafe 
widi which a maintenance is to be procum, eRher at court win die coontry^cai^e them 
to live exceedingly wdL What would provide for twelve of our pe<q>lf , feenis here to 
be only the portion of, fix. The Stutgarder is fo attached to fan home, that if you 
remove him but thirty miles from it, bets immediately feiaed with the maladie du fais. 

Though die coui^ throughout is proteftant, and the Duke idone a catholic, thero 
ftill prevails a grw deal of fuperftition^d bigotry. Tke tdei^ are ntenibers of the 
Hates, have a jurifdsElKm of their own, imd are veiy - wealthy. 

The affefdon of the Wirtembergers towards their priaoeis mnarkddew Even whra 
die dtdee feemed to have sto other care than iunr he ftould load them with new faxes, 
he did not forfeit thdr attachment. The curfiM of the people fisH on hfe fervanfs, and 
the crew of projeClors who led hm aftray. But &ice thefe have been triniflied, h^ 
Becomedie idol^af bis fubje^ j a^Mdefeevesto be £>, •--•^•fkreweU.^ 

* A Gemum flqrin ii two ihHlingi of EsgUlh Mwej-, 
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LETTER IV. 

Stut^artyMay 2o, 1780^ 

MY excurfions in the neighbouring ftatcs of the circle of Suabia, did not produce the 
rich booty T had promifed to inyfclf. I vifited a dozen free imperial towns, in which, 
notwithftanding the republican form of government, not a fpark of liberty or patriotil'sn 
was to bo feen. The inhabitants of thefe have, through the oppreiSon' of more poworiul 
neighbours, long lince loft all feufe of the value of independince ; but though afliamcd 
to mention the name of their native country out of their own walls, within them they 
mitnic the forms of old Rome, and after the manner of thofe governors of the world,i 
iufcribc their public buildings of ftate with Senatus Populuf^iue liullcnjis^ BijpJin^cnJis^ 
Nordlin^enjis, 8cc. 

In the fifteenth century, the imperial cities of Suabia afted a very different part. 
They were then united in leagues, not only with each other, but with the cities of Fran- 
conia and the Rhine. Even the Emperor had Ibmetimes caufe to be alarmed at their 
increafing power, which indeed made Charles V. difunite them. From the time of the 
affociation of the Hanfe towns, the gold had flowed from all the country into the ciiics, 
Thefe were the exclufive feats of iiuluftry, and their wealth drew into their dependance 
the neighbouring princes, who at that time lived by robberies. 

If the fpirit of trade which then prevailed, had fuffered them to place more value on 
the poffcllion of landed property, they would to this day have prefervcd fomewhat of 
their former fplendour, as with their power they might have made many conquefts, and 
with their wealth many purchafes. 

Ail hopes are now vaniflied of their ever becoming again confpicuous. As foon as. 
the princes difeovered the value of induftry, and gave it free encouragement in ihtir 
dominions, it fled into their proteftion, and abandoned the dark walls of cities in which 
a fyftem of monopolies, little policy, and narrow-minded envy of the fucceisful, laid it 
under fo many reftraints. In conl'equence, the towns are fo reduced, as to be oliligtd' 
to fell the little landed property they have, to difeharge their debts. This lias lately 
been the cafe with Ulm ; the largeft town in Suabia, next to Auglburg. Of the im- 
perial towns which T have vifited, I can fay nothing particular, but that Heilbron is 
beautifully fituated, and Halle has a fait manufaclory, which brings in three hundred^ 
thoufand florins, or thirty thoufand pounds per annum. 

Having left thefe ftates, I ran over in a very fliort time, about a dozen principalities,, 
and prelacies, with the names of which I fliall not trouble you. Almoit tiic whole 
country conlifts of well-wooded mountains and hills, and fertile vales, ail in high culti- 
vation. The great population which prevails here is wonderful, when you conlider the 
untoward circumftaiicesof the country. By untoward circumftances, I mean the extor- 
tions of petty inafters, who all keep their miftreffes, their ftag-houiids, their French 
cooks, and Englifli horfes; the perpetu^ quarrels amongft neighbours, which arife from 
the various perplexed governments of the empire ; the frnall profits attendant on in- 
duftry within fuch a confined fpot; and laftiy, the conftant decreafe of coin, owing to 
the fums of money expended by the governors of the country in fearch of foreign lux- 
. uries. , As religion, mannefs, attachment to the native fpot, ‘temperance, and frugality, 
alFof which I am willing to allow that .thefe •people poffsfs, do not appear to me fuffi- 
cient of thernfelves to counterbalance thefe evils, I have but one way of accounting foa 
the profperity I fee igp^hich is this ; 

The 
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, Thft; right* df halditt^j propearly of their own, which the country pet^le of thefe parts 
ertjqy,. could not of itfelf . prevent tbefe dates, which exifl: entirely by agrioolture, Irom 
(Jecay; becaufe. the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the women would in- tinje rec(uLre fuch 
a partition of property, as would not leave enough to each farmer to buy beds for his 
children. I believe therefore that it is the emigrations, joined with this, that are to 
folve the phenomenon I am endeavouring to explain. Though Suabia is the raoft po- 
pulous country in all 'Germany, there is no one of the inhabitants of which migrate in 
fuch large quantities. 

Thefe emigrants are of two kinds. The major part are an idle fet, who fell their 
property to furnifli ihcmfelyes with money to travel into foreign countries, in fearch of 
imaginary projefls of fortuQp. The others are young men, who go out to try their for- 
♦tune as mechanics, and when they fuccced, part with their land to their otlier brothers 
for a fmall confidcration. By thel'c caufes no greater load is thrown upon agriculture* 
than it is able to bear ; and it is well that there is not ; for the foie relburces of fuch 
fmall diftrifts as tliofe we are now fpeaking of, are in their agriculture. For the limits 
of their luxury are too narrow to admit of that variety of employments, and ways of 
gain, which diverfify the callings of men fo infinitely in other countries; nor is it pofll- 
ble that manufadures Ihould thrive among them, whilll they are circumllanced as they 
are ; that is, furrounded by powerful princes, who lay great duties on their imports, in 
order to proted their own ellablilhments, and fituated in a country which fupplies them 
with few, if any, of the prime materials for work. They muft therefore depend entirely 
on their agriculture, and they do fo. I do not however mean to fay, that, cultivated as 
it is, this country is not fufceptible of a much greater degree of improvement, It cer- 
tainly is ; and much more riiight be done. 

Still, what has been done is furprifing ; nor is the caufe lefs worthy of admiration. 
For it is owing to a heady adminihration of juftice, and a fet of political regulations 
whicli are to be met with in the fmalleh parts of the country, and Which railed my won- 
der as often as I had occafion to confider them. We not only hear nothing here of 
the oppreflions of private individuals, but there are inftances in which caufes have beea 
given againfl the petty lords of the country in their own courts. Indeed they have need 
to be careful ; for no man who is not flrong enough to bring a force in the field agalnft 
the emperor, to whom there is always an appeal, would be fuffered to go on long with 
impunity. It is but a few years fince, tl'.at redrefs was obtained againft a petty prince of 
Suabia, who was going to drive his I’ubjeffs out of their polTcffions, in order to imke 
way for his flags and wild boars. But it muft be owned, that fuch extreme reniedid# 
as thefe are feldom neceflary. There is an integrity flill .adherent to the German cha^ 
rafter, and a kind of jovial humour about them, which makes the princes of the country 
ftart from the acts of wanton opprefHon and cruelty, which, with the fame powers* would 
no doubt be cxercifed in Spain, lj|kly, and even in France. Give a Gerfnan prince but 
room and food for his dogs and horfes (for about the welfare of thefe he is uncommonly 
felicitous) and you have little to fear from him in other refpefts ; — that is as an indi- 
vidual, for in the grols they will clip you as clofa as they can. ' 

1 here is, however, one objeft in which there*is great need of reformation, and that 
is the adininiflration of criminal juftice. The torture is not yetabolifhcd in thefe coun- 
tries, and they ftill behead, bang, break upon the wheel,, and impuXe fecundum pracepta 
legis Carolina It is not very Ibng fmee they burned a woman for being a witch ; but 
that I believe is over, The civil law too, is not yet reduced to thdt pferfeft ftate’whiah 
iwight be defiraUe.^ ' Not that I am for getting rid of all foitns, with your modem phi- 
loiophers, and leaving every thing to the w'ifdom of the judge,' und|r the pretence that 

c a forms 
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form* toofume too much time and money. That they oiRifiiiiie lime and-iVMiay I am 
mdy to ap<w ; l»l ihefe are well emp^ed when flow iavd^gadon tnango fecaiity ia 
the final decifio^ and theneceflky of alridmg by forma |)revet)tcot^>idityfil^pfa^6nf 
on avarice. Give me a Socrates for a judge, and 1 will be contmit Doabide by hb de» 
dfions ; but whilft indgesare what they are, whilft phibfophy cornea out c$f the nwath 
and expiree m the lips, it is better to truft to a mode of proc^, which leavei fitde room- 
for foe bad pafiions to play. I own that fome of the Gotmc forms ftill pradfoed in 
moft of the German trilmnak, might be aboliihed without doing nafdairf. , Bat foere 
are many in which foe Gordian knot has been cut inllead of beii^loofeaed. — — Fate 
thee wdu. 


LETTER V. 

Aupburg, 

I HAVE made you wait thus long for a letter, as a pum'lhmmt your intolerable 
laannds; but as you appear penitent in the fiiort epiftle I received yefterday, and Nan* 
nette intercedes for you in the ^ftfcripr, lhall refume the correfpondmce. 

At Stutgart I met with a friend vnth whom I made an excurfion imy fru* into the 
Black Ibreft. The inhabitants of tbofe parts of it which belong to the dutchy of 
temberg are not near fo handfome, well-made, or lively, as foofe who live near foe 
Necker, and in the adjminng vallies. The men are clumfy, and the women ydlow, ilU 
ihaped, and wrinkled at the age of thirty. • They difiinguiih themfelves frrom thdr 
neighbours, by a more frightful tafte in drms, and a (hockii^ want of cleanlinels. Kalb 
is the belt town in thefe parts. It has confiderable manuf^ures, and the inhalntants 
diftingoilhcd themfelves in the cmitefts with the duke, by an uncommon degree of fpU 
rit, love of KbeTty, and attachment to the conftitutimi. 

I am not able to account frd^fri^rily to myfelf for the uglinefe of this people*- 
Hard bbour and little food may contribute to it, but cannot be the only resdbn ; for ia 
foe country of Furftemberg, and particubrly in the Auftrian parts of this great chain- 
of hills, we faw very handfome people who did not feem to live better- than the Wir- 
tembergers do. Poflibly the uglinefr of the latter may be owing to foe fituation,^ and- 
depth of the vallies, to, the air, and perhaps to the water. 

Thefe joumies over the mountains had particular charms for me. I foncied myfelf 
in S' new world. One inchanting profpeft exceeded another in variety and beauty. 
S^ntains, and chains of mountains of the mod extraordinary forms, catarafts, woo^ 
fmall lakes in the deep hollows, precipices; in fhort, every thing I faw was in fo grand 
a ilyle,*that I am not vain enough to attempt to deicribe it in a letter. 

After refUng fome days with my friend at Stutgart, 1 fet out for the lake of Con- 
fiance, where my wifhes had long gone before me. * In my way thither, I canae over 
another chain ta hilb called the Alps, which run through the raiddie of Suabia 
jfrom north-eaft to fouth-weft. This phain ftretcbes from the frontiers of Suabia, be- 
tween Bavaria and Franconia, as far ^ Fichtelberg, and joins with the mountrins of 
Bohemb. 

Hie dbjefi; moft worthy notice in this journey, was the family feat of the Kmg of 
Pruifia. Who wooid believe that the great Frederick, who imthftood foe united firength 
o^the'greateft powers of Europe, and preferred the balance in the- north, was the de- 
fcendsnt of a younger branch m the houfe of Hohenzollera, the fnudbft principality of 
Germany, the two furviving braAches of which, Hecbingen smd ^gmaring, have not 
* together 
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together iM^eoly thotrfknd florins, or feven thoufand pounds, income? The younger 
biotbor of onto of our marnfuifres being informed of this by a Pruflian, gave a^fnap with- 
in Angers, and faid, Voi/a un Qtufet qui a fait fortune. 

WeiKwrelled dirc£Hy through the princedom of Hohenzoilern, the breadth of which- 
is Btt(e more than ten miles. It may be about fifty miles in length, but, including the 
detached part Of Siegmaraigen, does not contain more than twelve thoufand people. 
The country is exceedingly full of hills and woods, and the princes have always been 
gtbait hunters. Thofe who now fway the feeptre are amiable men, who, you may fup> 
pofe, do not forget that the K3ng of Prufiia is their relation. If I mifiake not, a count 
of Hohenzoilern was not lofig fince made coadjutor to the chapter of Ermeland by the 
King. t 

We viewed the callle of Hechingen, which Hands on a high mountain, and commands • 
an extenfive profpeft over the dntchy of Wirtemberg, and the neighbouring country; 
I' have beard that one of the ancient governors of this f^all territory,, could not forbear 
faying, as he was walking with his attendants on the callle terrace, and furveying with 
delight the wild and beautiful country round him, “ The little country of Wirtemberg 
womd be a pretty addition to the territory of Hohenzoilern.** If this anecdote fhould 
not be true, it is not ill invented, the Utile ceiMrt of Wirtemberg being at leafl thirty 
times as large as the whole territory of Hohenzoliernr 

I was tranfported at the fight- df the lake of Confiance ; but (hall not attempt any 
poetical defcriptionof it, as Plhould ufe a very rough crayon mdecd,.to portray a feene 
of infinite variety and beauty. I Ihall therefore only give you my philofophical and po* 
lidcal reflexions on the country and its inhabitants. Indeed you well know, that where 
my feelings are the moflt intereded, I am lead happy in expimng them. . 

What at fird fight is mod driking in this great piece of water,, wbidi divides Ger- 
many from Switzerland, through fo great a length of country is, that there fhould be 
no town of any importance about it. Condanoe, which is the mod refpeXable, hardly 
contains fix thoufand inhabitants, whiUl Schaifhaufen, St. Gallcn,. Zurich, and fome 
- places which are dot far didant, though lefs advantageonlly fituated, arc very flourifliing 
dties. It has no trade to fignify, nor the fmalled manufaXure of any kind. Tiiis b 
more extraordinary, becaufe, throughout the country, the Bavarian pcafant feems not 
only more alive and alert than the Swifs, but has an advantage over him in morals and 
indudry. 

In Condance one is drongly induced to confider this wapt of indudry, the negleX of' 
the advantages which- nature holds out, and ‘the vices which prevail as entirely owing 
to the religion. In Alface, and among the lower Suabians, 1 bad already found more 
fpirit of trade in the protedants than in the catholics, whom numerous holidays, piN 
grimages, holy fraternities, the immoderately inculcated doXrine of the confempt oi 
worldly things, the r:^eXation fome wonderful fupport from God, the eafe of find- 
mg a provtfion in cloiders, and ladly,^ very narrow and contraXed minds, all conuibutt 
to corrupt. Thefe difadvantages^ however, as far as concerns the peafimts of the two 
eountries we are fpeaking of, are compenfated by the heavinefs and favagenefs of the rc> 
formed Swifs; fpeciinens of which, I ihall at a future time lay before you ; but in the 
towns, the greater number of churches and cloiders, added to the above caufes on the 
We» and the grater degi^ of knowledge on the other, create a dHfbfence which is 
and is infinitely increafed by a number<of other caufes befides religion. 

It is erident, '! thmlt, from the example of France, the Audriasi KetherUmds, and* 
•Various Italiankftates, that <he Roman catholic religion does not of itfelf difle indudry, 
rf: wfaieh- there may rndd a great deri triih a drong tinge of fttperdition, jud as the 
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kmji'htof La MaQca» vrhea takeaout of Jiis qwxodfga, 
aJi4 a philoropfaer.:,^ jn this coiintry likewife* religion, is 

uccenTary Taulb ; and it is owing to local oircumli^ncestKthat the'Qcrinin^HCAt]|oUc isnot 
lO indullrious as the French or Genoefe. . - • . • ^ : 

Tlie chief of ihcfe is certainly the nwde of education. You iwopld be ^^piib^ to 
fee the,difierence of education in tite German proteftant, and^e Gertnan, catholic towns* 
as y%ll as between the French and German catholic.. Allillieed to fay on the fubjeS: 
is, that the Jeiuits, to whom we owe fo much on this head* and whom^lt our|nitnQf8 
ib much wilhfbr back again, are in Germany the protedors of .every thing barbarous 
and favage. They ftrive as ardently to fupprefs every pnianauon of genius here, as 
thofe of their order endeavoured to kindle it amongft us. 

But another obftacle to induftry in this^ountry, is the llupid, ridiculous pride of the 
nobles. Wyift the Swifs merchant and manufadurcr bears a part in the government 
of his country, the Canon of Gonftance looks with contempt on the, citizen who is 
debtcd for his riches, not to’ a doubtful genealogy, but to his underftandirig ajcd .iadtif- 
try. I'his makes a deep impreiiion on the citizen ; who, inllead of increafing hisytripit^ 
by , his induftry, purchafes a title, endeavours to put on the noble, and th^ with a . pride 
fHU more contemptible, infults his fellows. 

In the next place the frugal way of living Of the Swifs very, much cpntrib|iites to the 
increafe of their manufadures. The daily repaft oflm inhabitant of the^niiddle ftation 
of life in Conftance, would make a funiptuous feaft for one of St. Gallen. T'rue it is^ 
that as every ill has its attendant good, their conviviality may.be the caufe why -the Soar 
fcians are evidently fo much better tempered than the Swifs. Add to all this, that Con* 
ftance is in a manner negieded, on account of its diftance from the Court of Vienna. 
The'Swifs, it is faid, made overtures toeftablifli manufadures there, but they failed. 1 
api ignorant whether the failure was owing to the intolerance of the court, to the jea» 
loufy of the fenate of Gonftance, which is conftantly folicitous to preferve fun\ething 
of its former importance as a free imperial town, or to the above mentioned pride of ihe 
nobles. 

The bilhop refides at Moeriburg, a fmall town on the oppofite border of the lake. 
He has an income of about feventy thoufand florins, or 7000I. per annum. He has very 
confiderable pofleflions in Switzerland. 1 he other places worth notice on the German 
• fide, are Uberlingen and Linda u. 

The Swifs fide of this fmall lake is more pleafant to view than the German. The 
beautiful mixture of tlie neighbouring hills planted with vines, the.ftraggling appearance 
of the firm- houfes with orchards round them, the fmall and varied patches of aUfthe 
dift'erent, kinds of agriculture, make it more agreeable to the eye than the Suabian vil- 
lages, the houfes of which ftand together as in towns, and are often encompalTed by a 
great corn field or a wide meadow. Upon the wholg^ 1 believe that both lides of the 
lake are equally well inhabited. The Swifs foil is more ftony add heavy than the Gei*- 
raan,*and though the Thurgau is one of the beft-parts of Switzerland, it is indebted tp 
Suabia for a part of the prime necefliiiry of life, to wit, corn, which it repays jin wine. aud 
fruits. 

They little think in Holland, how much they-awe to 4 he lake of Conftance. As 
maitera even libw are, they can hardly guard againft the fand, which being waflied down 
^from the Alps by the Aar, and other rivers into the ''Rhine^ threatens tp^ftop j|jp .the 
mouth bf the latter, and already leaves morn to apprehend fome violent- rcn^iitionj by 

the great^id Isanks it hasraifed. But if tfae great refervoir 

cept by #r. th^ liargeft quantity of fand* witicaitbe rapid ftrt^m of the RlUAtf waflites 

' from 
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f r( f m thf ^jfhMantherlatid^ fffliland maft have been ali^eady buried under a new fand, 

by itj’muft Kave tomlly changed ,th(||figure of 
thfrcoun^if#- »lt is true that thrie changes :rau(t neceflkrdy happen. However confider- 
abie the depth of this lake inay jbe, it rouft at laft be filled up# and the fooner, becaufe 
the ftreairti 'as it flows from Coiiliance through' the upper parts of Germany, is always 
deepening its bedf and the iadce lofes exaftly fo much iVater as it gains in land. On the 
other hand, if we refledt holvniuch fo great abafon as this lake may contain j if we cal. 
culate its contents as De la Torre did tfiefe of 'Vefuvius, we fliall think that the Dutch 
are fccure for many generations. 

It was impoflible for me to leave this country without vifiting the famous Fall of the 
Rhine at Lauffen, where I beheld the finefl: foedlacle I had ever feen. As no painting, 
or print of this magnificent fccne of nature haa ever come in my way, and I knew it only 
from general report, that which probably happens to all who do not carry with them 
fume dihindb idea of it happened to me. My imagination had deceived me. I had fan- 
cied to my.felf one of the wildeft fpotSvof the world, and the Rhine falling from a great 
haght into an unfathomable gulf. I’he contrail between the reality aiid my idea, made 
the furprize more agreeable. Indeed the circumftance took place here, which generally 
attends all great works of nature and art, the true greatnefs and beauty of which do not 
ftrike at firil fight, but are felt on clofer obfwvation and coinparifon of their parts. I 
found the fall not near fo high, buf far more beautiful than 1 had expefted. The am- 
phitheatre of hills covered viith treer; the two rocks, (on one of which is placed the 
ealtle of Xauflen ; on the other, a village, with a mill before it,) which, like the two 
front pillars of a theatre, Hand on each fide of the fall; the breadth of the fall ; the 
beautiful divifion of its dlft'crcnt defeending w'aters ; the rich bafon underneath ; the 
agreeable^ and almoft artificial mixture of wild cultivated country ; in ftiort, every thing 
was more delightful than my expeftation had formed it. 

The height from which the water falls, is near fifty feet, including the little inclination 
it makes preparatory to its precipitation, which can only be feen from the rifihg grdufitl' 
above it. It was, fcJrmerly confiderably higher, and many perfons ftill living remerht^V* 
a piece of the rock in the middle of the precipice, which has been worn away by the 
water. I think I could obferve, from the rock on which the callle of Lauffen ftands,, 
that the ftream was gradually deepening its courfe. It follows therefore, as I fald be- 
fore, that the lake of Conftance inufl diminilh in proportion as the Rhine deepens its 
bed. In my journey hither, I faw evident marks of new land near Lindau, Tfie lake 
of Conltance has this in common with ^11 lakes,* which lay high. - This diminufioa mtift 
be the moft remarkable in the lake of Neufchatel. 

I made an agreeable little tour to the ifland of Mcinau, a commandery of the Xcuto- 
nic order at a itnail dillance from Conltance. The commander’s houfe is a handfoina 
new building, and commands an ejjf client pfofpea over all the lake of Cdnftance. Mr. 
Coxe feems not to have underllood the plan of the caltle gardens^ He cotifiders it hs a- 
waiuof tafte to have obftructed the free view of the lake, by pl^tations of fliVubS ; foit 
thefe iead a flranger imperceptibly to the defired,*fpot, where he is- fuiprrfcd with the 
profpeft, and fees the whole lakcj and all the fplendid landfcape around, in full bWufy. 
An uninterrupted view of the water from the garden would not be very pk;afing, iitlit 
may be conltamly enjoyed fi’om the windows of the palace. ' ' ^ v . r; ; 

Bef<5re,b;leayeGonftah®ejl mu(l recal-io'your memory, a tnair; who; fef 'Tome years 
pafti h^ made^fotne 'itoife in the publifc -papers. It Vrasa>n this itagiithkt the Selebrated^ 

wlm % a Ih^brt ekpelled fo many mtllliihii bf 'deviy, and 
cunedifie iQikny*huhdi<e<i^igot8t‘ Ak of the bifliop of Cbnft^Ce'^viijg prohibited 

Z . foch 
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i^Aoods amaumr. 


fu!B^;mkMl€«kl<his<So(^e, 
iaie of %linanfw«£y0iv ft(tt|tb6f4nrd ^oU^^ pimM» of the-’j^ 

m frooi tte biAiop’s power* |n t^ppc^Mioiii'to liw bimc^^vtte 

the part of therefi^ee-witb much waimth*; and S» 6^^e«wasii}is^^^ 
iie underwent. The prelate’s Aeward fopj^ied him with ibme hutda w ithtldng oil, 
Aud other rommodities, which he nfed for the pnrpolis of i^noi^ anddn theihrni 
ing c^. which the other found his account. 


XETfER IT*. 

AFTER having gone all round the lake of Conftance, I direded my journey from 
dUxidau hither, and paiTed through fome decayed in^perial cities, which had been under 
4 he neceffity of requeftiog from'‘the emperor an ^exemption from fornidimg their pro* 
portion of tax for the public exigenciesof the empire, and were now a&uaily dwindled 
into villages. Memmingen, however, is an exception, ft has fome manui^uies in it, 
and ftUl reliables a town. 1 met, by accident, with an extra£k from the chronicle of 
'this little tow% which runs in the frme old womaniih ftyle with all other chrofiiclee td’ 
fmall towns. J will tranfctibe fome,pa0ages from it, as they paint <the cbaiaflier ' of the 
.people. 

* ln the<year 1448, the taverns of the town were exhaufted of vidne ; ‘the feaate lent a 
formal deputadon to the Necker, td procure this indifpenfible necelTaryfor its lubje^ 
.As the waggon with the winewas approaching, the body of the ddxens went in procef. 
Ron to meet it, wUh drums beating, and colours flying, and diero was a.public bonfire 
ordered.—^ 

Mn the year 1449, there happened, on St. Giaien’s day, in the churdi of St. Mardn, 
fome difpute among the women concerning the pews, which at lafl bred a fray amongft 
;them in the church kfeif. The cler^ unagmed it necefiary to new confecrate thechusdi, 
wluch had.been thus prqphaned.; but the feaate oppof^ it with all their power, as it 
thad only been a fray of women.* 

Both thefe chara&euflics of the people ftiil prevml. The Suabimi has flHl the fiwie 
yenennion wine, and the fame mattery over his wife. 

. ’Fipil^hencei came through numberlefs earldoms and lordihips, the mett; ronfider* 
,a 6 (e 1 )f which are the poiTeiEons of thercounts Trucchfefle and Fugger^ tbde might 
he ccmfidered as principalities, were they not divided arooqg fo many branchm of the 
famflies. 

Thh whole ftraS of country, from the lake ofConftmice here, is not near & well cul- 
rivated as lower Suabia. The manners of the peqp|^ allb are much inferior. Them is 
X ttriMng difference in the perfons of the men. The idhalxtants of thefeparts are ugly, 
and their features are fo dittorted that theikhtdifgufts one. Natme too has done AUl 
left for rhem, than for their neighbojiJirs. fhe whole of tlidr country ts a which 

is jnterfeffed nnly by one ridge of wo6dy hills, between Ibadan and Leutkfrchen. The 
fml.is nnly fit for tillage4 wberms, in Lower Suatfla, ihe mixture of mountains, bills, 
and valleys, allows of eveiY kind of agriculture. 

The eminent caufeJof am ruin, of this county is its fai^ng pareoUfd <^ii' many 

many of the bu^moFwhkh ttveat ^great ctmi^ aiid 
jv^ but of ^country,. It is needlefe fSr a ^elksr to afle, # ^e maftorol^^^ pvf.. 
} re^esupon his property^ as one ca^fily dilcover in j^looksof the pec^le, 

an d 
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snd the fpr&kea ftfpe£k ef tke country, that he does not. Whiift the baron b making 
a figure at court, his vafiUs are expofed to the oppreifions of a rapacious fte|rard, who 
'geu^aUy contrives, in the fpacc of a few years, to amais fo much wealth as to enable 
him to refign his iSffice, and commence baron himfelf. 

If a liijs of extravagance, and a ridiculous palfion for titles, was not fo univerfal 
amongif them ; if they had more love for the arts and fdenccs ; if they had a tafte for 
more elegant pleafores tran horfes, equipages, and fervants can afford ; if they could 
brine over from France fomething more becoming than a ftiff carriage, anaffefled walk, 
a tafle for gaming, and a wretched j;irgon, the German nobles might be the happieft 
cUfs of human beings. Almoft entirely independant, as the nature of the conditudon 
makes them, they might become, in the fujleft fenfo, the creators of the happinefs of 
•their fubjefts, and in return receive their adoration. But they appear not to have fuf« 
ficient fenfibility to follow fuch a line of condud. Nature takes her revenge, and the 
Confequcnce of theif idle extravagance at the court is, that their eftates run gradually in 
debt, and their rciburces vanifli. 

Augfturg is one of the oldeft towns in Germany, and one of the moft remarkable of 
them, as it is there, and at Nuremberg, that you meet with the oldeft marks of German 
art andinduftry. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the commerce of this town 
was the moft extenfive of any part of fouth Germany, and contributed much to the civi* 
iization of the country, by the worics of art, and variety of ncceffaries to the comfort and 
convenience of life, which it was the means of introducing. Many things originated 
in this town, which have had a great influence on the happinefs of mankind. Not to 
mention the many important diets of the empire held here ; here, in 952, did a council 
confirm the order for the celibacy of priefts } here, in 1530, was the confeflton of faith 
of the proteftants laid before the emperor, and other eftates of Germany, and here, in 
1555, was figned the famous treaty of peace,' by which religious liberty was fecured to 
Germany. 

Many of the hevv^are old and Ugly, and are built with fo little attention to the rules 
of modem tafte,‘‘’»Ht Winckelman renounced living in Germany after he had feen 
them i but this is what the F.nglilh call peevi(hnc.*s ; and to be fo much taken up with 
beauty and form, as to be blind to every other confidcration, is folly axid vice. The 
houfes in Augfourg muft not be confidercd as Roman and Greek temples, but as monu« 
raents of the architeflure of the times in which they were built. Whoever confiders 
them in that light, and compares them with the houfes built at Lubeck and Nurem- 
berg in the fame century, will fee to what a mUch greater degree of magnificence Augf- 
burg had arrived in thofe early times. He will fee, too, a great deal of real beauty of 
proportion, uniformity, correfpondence of parts, &c. &c. » 

The looks of the inhabitants of Augfourg have fomething very ftfiklng in them. 
They are a compound of the Suabian and Bavarian features. The proteftwts are moft 
like the Suabians, and the catholics the Bavarians. It is an obfervation, which has 
been frequently made> and undoubtedly a true one, that you may diftinguifli a proteftant 
of Augibura, from a catholic, by his looks an <7 manner. Any perfon who goes into 
their refpe&ve churches, will fee ftrikliig charaaeriftical differences in the face. As 
the catholics are more catholic at Augfourg than in any other part of the world, gg. 
the followers of the fcveral religions feldom inter-marry, this difference may the more 
cafily bb accounted for. 

The beft aieamt of the focedfive variations of the* government of Augfourg, whi<^ 
i 8 «ariftocraticat,< 4 ato be met with in B^^angmanters Hijtorh des Reiimnti mt Stadt 

you VI, 
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csrif it down totbe year 164$. ‘ ^ ,- « » 

H'lie police of the place is very good, and thongh the town has no teitit(Ky,it 4 titiid$ 
debts. The water works of jiluglborg deferve notice much more tbsih thohe of Marty, 
the mechanlim of them is mutfa mope fimple, and the advantage <d 'th«n aibeh Vnore 
conlplcuoos^ . % 

Augd^urg is* however, no loiter whafit was. It no longer has a Pugger, and a 
Welfer in it, to lend the emperor millions. In this large and handfome town, formerly 
one of the greateft trading towns in Germany, there are no merchants at prefent to be 
found, who have capitals of more than 2o,oool. The others, moft of whom mufl have' 
their coaches, go creeping on with capital^f 3 or 4,000!. at^ do the bufmefs of bro. 
kers and commillic^rs.* >^ome houfes, nowever, carry On a little banking trade, and* 
the way through Tyrol, and Graubundtcn, occaiions fdme little exchange ^ween this 
pUce and Germany. . , 

After thefe .brokers and doers of bufmefs by commilfion, the engravers, fiatuaries, 
and painters, are the moil i^)utable of the labouring part of the dry. Their produdiohs, 
litae the toys of Nuremberg, go every where. There are always fome people of genius 
amongll: them ; but the fmall demand for their art affords them fo little encouragement, 
that tb prevent ffarving, they are moftly confined to the fmall religious works, which 
are elfewhere by Capuchin monks. They fumilh all Germany with little pidures 
for prayer*boioks, and to hang in the citizens' houfes. Indeed the arts meet with little 
fuppml: in this country. The man of fafliion had much rather keep horfes and hounds, 
uad s ufelds train of fervants, by whom he is cheated, than provide for an ingenious 
artill, and even when, in obedience to faihion, he is compelled to make fome facrifice to* 
gemus, he reds no Confidence in the abilities of his countryman. As he is feldom pof* 
fesSed of tadc and difeernment himfelf ; he is direded in his choice by the reputation of, 
fome foreign artift, and leaves merit in his own co^try to fiarve. In other provinces 
of Germany, matters appear to be no better ordet^ ; Meoutesp^ '^'kelman, Gluck^ 
Hafie, Itodel, and many others, were obliged to acquire repUi.^.hat Pfl^road^ before their 
merits were acknowledge at home. 

There is an academy of arts infiituted here, under the protedion of the magifirates. 

. It feema, however, like its patrons, io have no other aim than to produce good mecha* 
nicsf'and prelihre the manufiidures of thecity. The fenate, for fome time pad, has 
been deliberating on fimilar projects, for the encouragement of indudi^. As I take 
part in any improvement for locial happidefs, I was extremely mortified to fee thefe in* 
tendons thwarted by the very governors of the town tbemfelves. 

The^rounds of mis inconfident oppofidon, arife in a great me^idire from the form of 
government* The patricians, who, with a very fmall addition of the mercantile part, 
govern the town aridocradcally, cannot bear to fee the j^ebeian ^enabled by hisindudry 
to carry his head above them. Though they extol indudry in the fenate, they bate and 
perfecuto it in the worklhop. One SnuUn, who has made bis fortune by a great cotton- 
work, is a lamentable example of thi& duplicity. As the nfillions mduftry ha» 
Wqqgbt, allow him to live more fplendidly than thepatricisiis with empty tkleB,hei6 be- 
come the objeft of their mod furious perlecudon *. ^ 

is of; a ^errat opmtoifii-he fm thM the buj^h^ Wke jsrndftp»ft:«41w.go»^ 
ef tEe dee imperial ckiet m wWh tbm is luoft et Hurem- 

■ .. . v . ^ ^ 

' - This 
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cowiyv 

, ^ ,of , 1 ' 'whi^ 

p»&^yeei^*'s.'wa|^& 4v^ S ale-hbufea,' and oni ttie gwattidra 

f is ferniii^i^g it) thctf bi^in;; ■ 1 have told |bu 

thb;|^ jptolftly cadiSiyi "hdd prt Upon the H^l^n 

be nibreni|ider«us tban^the proteildd^^^ .Jt is qbiteclmpof^ 
fibreib give^y ;idea-of;;a^ the incidents bt:0flpded by the t^ign^ dirpntep.' 

£very (uy produces fone^ nne^^ occurredcc, vthich tdsdtes, one botii laugh and 
cpipplain* ' They never brulh a cobweb from a public building, without ipingl^ng r»i< 
glonin 'tlte bufmefs. The catholics, who ate nxore zealous than the proteftante, fup> 
pont a^trpyerfial fu’eacl^r here, as they <ifl»in |^l the towns,^ ^hgte the religion h of. 
dte isuxed khid^ 1 his man,^t^er^n times, fete one half of Au^m^a ku^ng» fhe 
other a raving* He who: fills this part at prefent, m an eit-jefuk ; whots ef jt^e dieheff 
cohaedians the hind 1 have feen. /Ihe exceifiye^’^verty and i|idoWnceof ^epeo^ 
maltfi theni r^ardfefe of th^r own eights. Ihe ariftocracy?w6h1d ndt be io^^rfel 
if the people had more underfiahdine amd attachntent j^ their cbhftitudotu^^^^ w 
ty is no dearer to them than the cliamty of their daughters,* whom thejr capons,' wfiofs 
(uconieaare about aool. per anaum, purchafeeveyy year by dozens. 

The.othW tenth of the inhabitants confifis of fodte pairiciata fiunilies, atnoiigft'^hbtia 
ifaere ^ure fome very polite people^ of the wrchaiits, artifts ahd ;^rgy. Butthet^eis tbo 
much idle <»ttmvagance suxKmgfi: ev0a tbl^mdl jpnident, a^ldomany |eaj|oufiest^out 
them all for true patriotifm to tidce root amongft them. TfiMlRnvnV^^w nine tfiiies 
tmd ahaif in circumference, containshtprdly thirty thoufimd ^oplef, and thefr coireBlhre 
capital fcarcely ^ceeds j,5oo,ocdk fo that their yearly dec^^e fiecbmes tnbre 
and moreapparent. ..If fome fortunate circunftaxmes do not artfe,%tothief cdituiry 
fee them reduced to abfolute begj^jry. ^ V 

The more modem pait, of thklpKn is truly beauUfu^ f and the fensdehi^e i£ eoe of 
the handfoinefi buildings that I have feen ht all my traygl^ One would b^ve,-tbat 
in proportion as the internal refources had diminifhed, thb magiftracy had betknne niore 
attentive to external decoraticm. . ^it it is as with the falfe bloom on a coQtie^n’s 
cheek, it may beguile thepafiing ftranger, but whpevey fees her at her toilet will fc^n be 
undeceived. A fliort time fince, on the publication of an ordet for dbe teathr 
which ttfed m fpout the water upon the ftreets, and injure the pavem«ta:^o he hi fiitUre 


'with 


thefe words: “The Romans were not arrived at the jnnnade of tKeir’Ireatnc^ wbehthe 
Appnm way was made.” I knovr not whether the writer of the remdtiurance washaleRy 
hut^ the Conuhpn proverb fays, “ that every companfoii’is lame,” fois is fo tSdeed. 

The dty^bas drinking water from the river Lcch, which Funs*at fome difiance 
|rem, jh ; ,'^e Whi&h convey the wa^ are much to be admired, the court 

fofUt off this, indifpenfible ifoceffary; by tbreaitemng the 
rnym with ddi^ % it imderc^^ution. But as it ha^ befidhs thi8, 6lhpf 

’tnmffilbf he^pluf:,fof;mghc^^ a fiatedf dependence, to f(fourfe itfolf :foom Ihia 
■oppreffion, .the city f^ks thea^perer’s protedioh, upon whom it makeil itfoK 4^%e- 
pendant on the pthw fidcj fo as to be indeed cfoly a .balii ^ch bdth^cn^Pky with. 
The hiaqiamM^’s miwfiin? to thecircle of Suabia^ genei^tly refides'ben^^^^^^t^ fo dpintr 

there «re always Aufi*^ and 
tiality of thegovenUhimt to the fofyiiBr is very 


^rried through their hoafes, a company of 'merchants entered a proteft* 


mruiting pmties^fwwtered here^ and tl 


* hfr, Midiolai makes them ^4 of $s,ooo. and fays there are a8,oco hdufes. 
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remarkable. ^ In the war of 1756, thc> citizens wer^diyided into equal' pafties fbr tlie’ 
two courts. The catholics confidcred the Emp^br as th«r god ;; and the proteftant? 
did the fame by the King of Prnflia. The flame of religion had alnioflt kindled a* 
blpody civil war amongft them. 

The bilhop takes bis name from this town j but refides at Dillingen. He has aa * 
income of about 20,000!. per annum. As^a proof of tile catholicifin of, this place,- 
the pope, throughout his whole progrefs, rnici no wherewith fuch honours as he did- 
h^e. This he owed to his friends the jefuits, who have dill great influence. 


LETTER VH.. 

Augshurgi- 

OF all the circles of the empire, Suabia is the moft divided ;■ it contains four eccle-- 
flailic, and thirteen Jay principalities, nineteen independent prelaciesnnd abbeys, twenty 
Hz-earldoms and lordfhips, and thirty-one free cities. The prime direbtors of the cir» 
de, as they are termed, ar<e the Bilhop of Conftance, and the Duke of Wirtemberg, 
which laft has the foie diredion of all that relates to war. 

The mixture of the various forts of government and religious fefts, the opprefllon cx- 
ereifed by the great on the lefler, the game conftantiv played by the emperor, who 
pofleltes many pieces of detached country in Suabia, which depend not on the circle, 
and can, in confequence of his privileges as Archduke of Auflria, extend his poflef- 
iions in it by various ways, are circumftances which give the cultivation of the country, 
and the charafter of the inhabitants, a moft extraordinary call. In feveral of the poft 
towns where you ftop, you fee the higheft degree of cultivation in the midft of the moft 
favage wildnefs, a great degree of knowledge and polifli of manners, mixed with the • 
grofteft ignorance and fuperftition ; traces of liberty, under the deepeft oppreflion $ 
national pride, togetherwith the contempt and negleft of the native country; in fliort, . 
all the focial qualities in ftriking contrafl, and oppofltiion to each other. 

Thofe parts of Suabia which belong, to the greater potentates, fuch as Wirtemberg, - 
Auftria, and Baden, are certainly the moft improved. The whole of Suabia may com- 
prehend about nine hundred fquare miles, and two millions of people. More than 
half of thefe are fubjefts of the three above mentioned houfes, though they do not own,- 
• by a great deal, one half the land. 

If the fmall German lords would reftrain themfelves within due bounds, if they' 
would not appear greater tiian they really are, if they were more affefrionate to their 
fubjefts, if they M^ere not infenflble to the fofter feelings of humanity, and fo hoftile to-, 
the mufes and graces, the very I'mallnefs of thefe ftates might conftitute their happinefs. 
For altHbugh a fmall country muft neceflarily part with fome money to procure what 
it wants from abroad, yet if the governor does not require many luxuries, a prudent 
ceconomy and management will keep this within due bounds. Belides, as moft of the 
fovereigns in this part of the world are catholics, and the rich foundations in the neigh- 
bourhood lay open to their younger fens, they are not incumbered witli the care of 
making other provifion for them. Many of themfelves too belong to the church, and 
their f veferments there might prevent their laying any burthens on their fubjefts. But 
the hapj lnefs of their people is never the ftudy of thcle gentlemen ; who, from the Want 
of family ties, confider themfelves as unconnedted with the country, and think their 
"'wisly butinefs is to adk like generals in an enemy’s land, and plunder what they can. 
Were it not for this, their exemption from fu pcifir ting any military eftabiifhments, thi 
cafe with which a fmall county may be govolHtl, the diftance from the political dif- 
tradlions of the greater ftates, the fccurity that the other powers of Germany cannbt 
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pfayidie great ei^uerpr over thei6, and many^odier drcumfiances, might be improv* 
ed into bleifegs on thefe fmaH focietiesk 

The cobrts of Stutgard and Carlfnihe are the only ones I have met with, which 
Ifeetaed to have any fenfe of the duty of making the fubjed happy. The reft appear 
vain enough to conceive their people created for them, not themfelve^ for their people. 
The treafurers of thefe petty lords, with fome of whom I was well acquainted, make a 
very elTential difference between the interefts of the court and thofe of the people ; and 
though the fubjeft is under no apprehenfion, as I have faid, of grofs^ tyranny, yet he 
is by no means fafe from having his pocket picked by the nicer operations of finance. ^ 
The education of moft of thefe lords is fo thoroughly neglefted, as hardly to admit 
of better hopes. It is almoft univerfally in the hands of priefts. Part of thefe are 
monks, whofe knowledge is in a manner all wrapped up in their/owls, and part are 
young abbesy who are jult come from fchool, and only feek to make their fortunes by 
the connexions of their pupils. « The monk teaches that a reverence to Saint Francis, - 
BehediX, or Ignatius, a regular attendance on mafs, the telling beads, and giving alms 
to monafteries, are objeXs which will make amends for many ttanfgreflions of another 
kind. 

LETtER VIIE 

Munich,’ 

THE road from Augfburg to Munich, lies through DacHau, which is two miles from 
Auglburg and Nymphenburg. Great part of the country, which you fee on this roacT 
is entirely uncultivated. There was a projeX to bring the Memnonite^i^from the Pa- 
latinate to cultivate it, but failed, becaule the court confeffor exclaimed againft any in- 
troduXion of different religions. The buildings at Nymphenburg are magnificent, aiid ■ 
deferve to be viewed. 

The caftle of Nymphenburg wa® began in 1 663, by the EleXrefs Adelaide, cOnfort 
of the EleXor Ferdinand Maria ; but much has been added to it by the fucceeding 
eleXors. Many things are worth looking at in the palace ; and the gardens are the 
largeft in Germany ; but what is moft remarkable, are the rooms which contain the' 
piXure of the fixteen miftreffesof the EleXor Maximilian Emanuel, and the Emperor 
Charles the Seventh. The public exhibition of thefe portraits is an oi&nce to public * 
manners, which has not, perhaps, its like in Europe. , 

In the gardens there is a cloyfter of nuns of Notre Dame, and under the fame roof, - 
parted only by a wall,- an hofpice of capuchin friars. This cuftom of building convents 
and cloyfters near each other, was very common in the tenth century. 

There is a china manufacture here, but it feems fallen to decay. * « 

Gn my arrival at the inn, a pretty hoftefs ftepped up, looked me very fufpicioufly 
in the face, and put’feveral queftions ; which, for want of fufficieni (kill in her pro- 
vincial dialeX, I' could anlwer but by halves; As T cannot endure to be much quef- 
tioned by innkeepers, I defired her, fomewhat^Toughlv, to let me know, without any 
more ceremony, .whether I could lodge and board in her boufe for fome days?' With- 
a great deal of difficulty, Ihe at bft gave me' to underftand, that flie had taken nfe for 
a Jew,, and had fworn tb fome faint or other never to entertain a Jew* T was, as you 
may fuppofe, near leaving the houfe; an explanation, however^ took place, jnd the 
next day, after rriy beard, which was rather of the longeft, had been taken off, 
f'ere fully recciocUed, and have agre«4jei7. well ever finee,- 
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of the country is not in fo improved, a* l^te i^l^ven *({^t of SuSbia. I faw 
^u^ian villages, which deferved the appellation^^jowns much gmore than /otpe of tnt;, 
•iniferabi^e holes* I have met witll lince my arrival in Bavaria;. iTicre are iuc of th^ 
about Munich, in which the .wide fcattered houfes are far more numerous than the iii* 
habitants. . , V ' ' 

J am dill too , little. acquainted with tliis court an 4 cpuntry, to.be able to fay any thin|( 
confidently about either. But qs I propofe dapping here fomc time, dwlt impart to 
you, in due order, the Tcfidt of enquiries. In . the mean time, as I am a diligent 
frequenter 'of the Gefmari theatre, I . feel a d^“fire. to entertain you, as far as .ray ability 
yet goes, with a (late of the dramatic part of German literature. 

Thofe who underdand German, pffceive even at.Stralbiirg, that Germany has, for 
Pome years pall, beien urupk with for thmtricj|l exhibitions. The bookfellers' 

(hops arc from time to time over.run with new plan's and theatrical almanacks; and 
writings of the dramatic kind,, always decupy a third part in the catalogues of new' 
books. Dramatic po^ry is certainly .the highed (pedes of poetry, as hidomal painting 
is the highed fpecies of painting ; nor can any thing be more Ufcful than to reprefent 
man in his various charaders, and fituations, with truth and judice. But fuch men 
as appear at prefent in mod of the German plays, are rarely met with in the world 5 
and #hen here and there fuch do make their appearance, the police of the place, if 
there is any police, takes the charge of them upon itfclf, and lodges them in Bedlam, 
ora workhoufe. 


You mud know, my dear brother, that the characters mod frequently on the 
German dago, are frantic lovers, parricides, highwaymen, miniders, midrelTes, and 
men of fad^n, their pockets full of daggers and poifon, melancholy and raving 
men of all forts, and incendiaries, and grave-diggers. Perhq)s you will not believe 
me, but I could name to you above twenty pieces, the chief charaders in which are 
mad, and where the poet has endeavoured to his forte m the difplay of folly, 

andiidradion of mind. I aflure yoii too, upon my honour, that that part of 1 ^ 
Gerth^n public with which 1 have bad the honour to be acquainted hitherto, 
and .moft violently applaud thofe feenes which (hew the madman in his wil di|p j|^’i"^ 
port^, T-here ar 6 plays in wJiich chief ebarader fucceflively murderaa^KlWelve 
to fifteen peqple ; and by way of crowning the meritorious deed, in 

hk own bread. It is a fad, that the pieces which have mod niadm|^m4 murderers 
in them, meet with the greated approbation ; nay, feveral adqg^jpt^drelfes have 
complained to me how difficult they found it to invent new way&iKv^ng on the dage. 


complained to me how difficult they found it to invent new way^nf!d^ng on the dage. 
It muft be difficult, for there are (cenes in which the principsi# pOTormers mud re- 
pain f 8 r half an hour in the lad agonies, uttering broken word^atid under confinued con- 
vulfions, and it is certainly no eafy talk to fudain fuch a des^n with propriety. I have 
often feen no lels than five people at once dying on the" German dage, one ringing 
oP.biskitcll with his feet, another with his arms, a third with bis belly, and a fourp 
with his head, wbild the pit feemed agonizing with joy, eipceially if thefport laded, 
and clapped every convulfive mpyemefit. 

The next in/ank on the German dage after the madpenand mtutdprers, are drunk- 
ards, foldiers, and watditmen. Thofe cbaraflers cprrefpond too much with the na- 
tional humour not . to hq welcome to the audience. But why the phh'gxn{||ic Germans, 
ucho afe .troubled with fo few violent paffions, and delight fp little in didtperate tranf- 
afiions. and trairical events, ^&ould (iich nleafure in the dagger ^d, bowl, is n^t 
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; Oh tlife paft of thtf public it rrity arife from ignor^ntSe of life and ipanriere. The 
*^l^e1rbnt claflfes of people do not mingle fo much in the German towns as they do itt 
Fiince." To every thing which belongs t5 nobifity, or which ha:s the name of nobility, 
or is many way attachetf to the court, the German in middle life can have no accels. 
His knowledge o^ Wc, andtalte forfocial pleafures is much more confined than that of 
Our people ; nor does he, like the inhabitants of ^ moderately ^ large Fwnch town 
enter into the innumei4b!e incidents' and accidents of^ conunO^„lrfe. ^Tbts wantol 
intereft irt ufual virtues and vices, tlus infenfibility to the little events’ of ordinary lifcj 
oblige the German' to look for ftitSng emotions |tid carica|uf^ to entertain hira on 
the ftage ; whereas the Fr^chman is contented With a piece of a much finer wrought 
plot, and willingly fees the peojple he lives and i^acqtiainted with, repitfeffted oil the 
<;41age. The Saxon dramas are not Ilf monflrous and extravagant as thofe which are ttthi- 
bited in the wc-ftem and foui hern parts of Germany, becaufe a'mq|jse enlightened moral- 
ity, and a freer intercourfe than there is here, obtains in that" part of the country,’ and' 
coiifequently the pifture of a fcenc in common life is more ftriking than it can be 
here. In general the majority in this part of the country confifis more of wo^.than' 
in France, and die mob, you know, are notorious for running to fee an executidil or: 
a funeral. 

On the part of the poets, the extravagance arifes from a Variety of different caufes. 
Moft of the prefent writers for the Germah drama are as ignorant as the mob, of the, 
fprings which aftuate mankind. Many of them are ftudents, who are ftill at fchool,- 
or juft come from it, and have chofen play writing for their trade. Thefe perfons, 
who have never feen any thing, fit in their chimney comer, an#i?nVeloped in the 
fumes of their tobacco^ invent whatever happens to come uppermofti Their crea- 
tures have, confequently, neithet^^eauty, lhape, grace, or . proportion ; but are 
either men without heads, or barrahans^ The writers of this clafs, who aim athO- 
thing but getting their bread by gratifying the public, write tragedy, becaufe it is moft • 
eafy ; for, independently of the affiftance Which may be derived from the marvdlous, 
it is always eafier to write a good tragedy than an ^ually good comedy.' 

Another fet of writers for the bufkin, fuffer theirilelves- to be led away by th’e tafte 
of the times. A few years ago one Goethe, of whofe works you muft certainly have 
feen tranflationis, brought out a piece, which, although it has very great beauties in' 
it, is, Upon the whole, the moft' extravagant* that ever was' afted. To give you an 
idea of it, I need not % more than the fubjedt is, the peafant war under the Emperor 
Maximilian, and that the burning of villages, firing towns, &c. &c. are reprefeiited 
in it to the life. This piece, which is called Gots of Berlichingen, ,w//i§ the iron 
hand, has, noewithftanding the great outcry for it, not yet been exhibited ow the 
ftkge, bedaufe the infinite changes of the feenery^ and the incredible heap'-of machi- 
nery, and decoration neceffary; are too expenfive, and would make the performance 
too long. ^ Goethe is undoubtedly a genius, :^d T have feen other pieces of 
which fhew that he can draw men in common fife, and. walking on their I^s, aS’-^«i 
thofe who ftahd on their heads. His Elvin and Elmire is an ejffluifite little op^ and 
there is much m$rit, though with fome excrefcencies, in hisCi^go, a trag^'y- cm the 
fubjed, you lidw, of Beaumarchais* adv^tures^^ltt Sj^ain. Goethe, how^eii has 
had too many dilators. His Gots of Beffitfhlngen was ikind of raag^c wand,’ which, 
wiA a fingle ftrofce, product a huadrii^ehittfts tmt of nodiing. BKnd to the real 
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beauties , of the original^ his imitators haye'^deavoui^ecj^to diitinguiih themfelve%.,hf 
copying his extravagancies. As in &ots of ]^||ichingen the fcenery is frequently 
changed, it is gow necefliny for the poet to carly^e Ipedator -through every part of 
the town. Goethe was rather laviih of oxectitions in h.’s pieces } and now there are. 
innumerable hangmen on. the ftagc. Shakefpcar, whom Goethe, probably from whim, 
or with the view to draw the attention of his countrymen to that great poet, propofed 
as his example in his Gots, became inftantly the idol of the German dramatic writers ^ 
4>ut not that Shakefpear, who, like Raphael, paints man as he is, under every cir« 
cumllaice, and exprefles every movement of the mufcles and herves, and every emo- 
tion of the paffions ; but he, who, for want of fufficient acquaintance with originals, 
and due education, giyes himfelf up to his own wild whims, flies over ages and coun- 
tries, and worlds, anti in the purfuit of his fluduatingobjeds, does not trouble himlt-lf 
about either unity or order. An hiftorical painter may fail in what is called la compoft- .. 
ilon dugroupCi or harmony of the piece, and feverat other things, and yet merit great , 
praifc for his excellence in the delineation of Angle figures j but the fcholar who copies 
thefe faults, is truly to be pitied. 

Rules, it is true, do not fetter a genius ; he either wears them like wreaths of 
flowers, unconftrained, eafily and gracefully; or, when he does not know the value 
of this ornament, and will come forth in his own wildncfs, makes up for the omillion, 
by the vigour with which he lays hold of his objed. But fuch untradable gcnlufcs 
are very fcarce, and not tlic proper objedls of his imitation. England, or rather \vc 
jnay fay all Europe, has produced but one Shakefpear during mamy centuries. The 
greateft number, of artifts are doomed to acquire reputation by Itudy, and rules have 
been made to regulate that ftudy. 

This ridiculous tafte of defiring to excel by the negled of order and rules, by the 
affedation of extravagance, unnatural events, abominable grimaces, and pitiful dif- 
figuratioiis, has fmee this time infeded every department of literature and the arts. 
We fee crouds of young pretenders to genius, whij^rin their different walks, in mufic, 
painting, and other parts of poetry, think to acquire fame by departing from the 
eftablifhed rules, and giving up ftudy. But the ancients thought btberwife on this 
fubjed, and the works which they have left behind, will never be ecHpfed by thefe 
weak and pretended originals. Virgil; it is well known, compared his produdions to 
the unformed cub of a bear, which could only receive its proper lhape by frequent 
licking; and it is eafy to fee, by the writings of Terence and Plautus, that they were 
not finiflied over a pipe of tobacco. You know that Shakefpear has now, for fome 
time palf, had his pai tizans amongft us ; but his extravagance will not fo eafily be 
.adopt^ for a rule; and though Ariiaud has opened the way for monfters on our (tage, 
as yet they appear too fcldom for there to be any danger of our feeing our old friends 
and acquaintance in common life bunifhed by them. 

This corrupt tafte has produced a wonderful revolution in’ the German language. 
When we read the writings of Gefner, Wieland, andLefling, we perceive that it was 
improving under their culture, and w^uld gradually have received the polilfi and per- 
fection which are indifpenfably neceffary to make it clallical. But thefe new geniufes 
have not been fatisfied w;ith the mutilation of Angle words, but have contracted whole 
periods in the lame mailBer. They have abolilhed all conjundious and connedivos of 
every kind. In many of the more.fnodern works, the feutences are alhfeparate, like 
"^e feparate ^'ata pf an oracle; nor are any flops or diviAoua ad.ni.ted, except full 
flops, and I ! ! aqd ? ? ? aiid eveiyi writer made a, poiqt of 'm. 
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v ot^ pg new wocds to exprefs^s^new i4|^ ; M fliort, yott would burft with laughter 
if you were .to rejt 4 feme literary pHjto^lions of Germany, wliich pafs with many for 
ihafter-pieces. # 

Whfen I fay this, I do not mean to be underftood to affirm, that there are no perfons 
of better tafte in Gerniany than thofe I Ijave been deferibing.; but they are overtalked, 
becaufe they are the fimlleft number, and attempt only to convince by moderation 
and reafon, whilft the others ftuh them with noife. It was but yefterday that I faw a 
new, piece, entiiled * Quick before any one knows it,’ which #as remarkable for the 
limplicity of the fable, the truth of the <rfiarafl:ers,‘*and the chafh^efs of its dialogue; 
and I have feen other comedies'and tragedies equally good •;’’but the pit mvift have mad- 
nefs, and murder, and trumpets, «and thunder, and the aftor|| only interpofe fuch a 
piece, in order , to have time to recover their brealh, and recruit for frefh raptures of 
infanity. »:'■ . #. 

^ This is the fixth company of comedians I have feen in Geriiiany, . You will wonder 
perhaps at,Jo many in fo fmall a trafl: ; but you muft know; that for feveral years part, 
innumerable fmall drolling companies patrolc Germany asiibey do in’^Spain and Eng- 
land • they ereft their ftages in the barns, or in the cow-houfes of villages, or market 
towns, and borrow the mayor’s night-gown and flippers, to play Julius Casfar in his 
toga, or, which is the fame thing to them, to reprefent a fultan. I faw fdur o^tbefe 
companies in Suabia. They are made up chiefly of vagabond fludents, and idle, dif- 
folute mechanics, who are alternately aflors and foldiers, fometimes in the work-houfe, 
and fometimes in the hofpital. The company which is,here at 'prefent is of a fuperior 
kind. All the members of it are in the pay qf the court, which receives the entrance 
money. They are almoft all elegant, well-bred p^ple, and went far beyond my ex- 
pe^ations in their perf ormance. I do not know above three or fo^jr theatres In France 
which are preferable to this. The afters enjoy the fociety of the firft people of the 
court, and have opportunities o^olilhing their manners. How ridiculous it is, that 
the prefent etiquette of German^lHould refufe this advantage to the poet, who has as 
much to gain by it as the comedian^ 

This company is under the direftion of Mr. Marchand, of whom I had heard a 
great deal at Straiburg, where he played for feveral years before he had any regular 
engagement. He is now at Manheim, whereA#^ is engaged at a large falary as ma- 
nager of the court theatre. I was extremely happy in a perfonal acquaintance with* 
him. He is a man of the world, very lively and intelligent, and has contrived to make 
a capital of 4000I. by his performances in the citi'^ on the Upper Rhine. '^Tbis gen- 
tlemp told me how much pains be had taken, when uc came to the management, to 
fet his company on a different footing from mod: of German companies of cqpiedians 
at that time. He employed only regular bred men, paid them with great punftuality, 
and as regularly difeharged them, when they were guilty of any irregularity. By thefo 
means, he and his company obtuned the refpeft of the public, who at firff confidered 
players as difreijutable perfons. For along time Mr. Marchand guided the public 
tafle. He exhibited only tranflations of 4 he mqft feleft French and Englifli pieces, and 
the very beft originals of his own country, with a mixture of fome of our op^s, 
which, excepting at Paris, were no better performed than ^ his companyi<-^udden- 
ly, however, the rage f6r tragedy and monfters pmvailed ; msr long ftrugglmg againfr 
it, he was^it'Iaft oblig^ to yield to* the ftream. '^ As the lungs of bis aftora wj^re only 
accuflomed to the ormnary tones of fpeech, and could not go throiwb tlM ilxong con-" 
fulfive movements of the new fchool^fae was obUged, on his arr^ at Munich> to 
procure a new fft accodomed to howlllfl|s, laying dead, &c. &c. It is probable, how- 
•voj.. VI. a ever. 
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ever, that the prefent rage is only a temporal^ parpxyfiGof the ftage fever, whicB Ivill 
in time give way to better tade and founder judg^l^nt. Farewell. 

LETTER IX. 

Munich. 

You require too much of me; though 1 very well conceive that you muft natu- 
rally wilh to have a particular knowledge of this court and country; for, independent- 
ly of our former connexion with Bavaria, the Palatinate is the moft powerful ftate in 
Germany, next to Aullria and Brandenburg, or at lead from its internal refources 
(hould be fo ; and befides, the geographical fituation of the country will alvirays make 
its mafter of confequerice to whatever fide he joins, in cafe of a rupture between France 
and the Emperor. I will therefore do what I can ; but I lhall flay here too fhort a 
time to give you entire fatisfaftion. I'ho defeription of Munich by Profeffor Weften- 
rieden, though not void of faults, is one of the few works of this kind calculated to 
give fatisfadion.'^' Every traveller fhould have it. The bed hidorj' of Munich is that 
by Mr. Bergman, in one volume folio. There is alfo an Italian tract on the fubje£t, 
by Bianconi ; but it does not contain much. 

This court is at prefent fo enveloped in a thick and motley-coloured crowd of mi- 
niders, counfellors, intendants, and commanders, that one cannot well get at, nor 
even fee it ; nor have I yet been able to make any particular acquaintance with our 
ininider here, who undoubtedly knows how things are. I (hall therefore deferibe the 
court to you, partly from the information of fome of its dependants, and partly from 
a few of my own obfervations, which have hitherto been made from a didance.— -As ^ 
far as the court is cpnne£led with the country, its charafter is to be judged of by the 
laws and regulations ilfued from time to time. 

The eledlor is one of the bed tempered men in the world. He is of a mild, focial, 
lively difpofition, not at all dillrudful or fufpicious,* and fo little inclined to feverity, 
that, upon a reformation having become neceffary in his court at Munich, he appoint- 
ed the Count Golddein, his prime minider at Dufleldorf, to carry on the requifite mca- 
fures with vigour, and went himfelf to Italy, that the reform might not be retarded by 
the prayers and Iblicitations of thofe dffeharged from office, which he was diffident of 
' being able to withdand. A difagreeable marriage, contrafted in his youth, led him 
intq irregularities. The children he has had in confequence, he has raifed, at a very 
heavy expence, to be counts of the empire. In his more advanced life, the gentlends 
of his fpirit, and the recolledion of his former errors, have opened the way for piety 
into his heart ; which pf itfelf would be a bleffing to the country, were it not, that it 
gives the priedhood more influence than it fliould have. 

As to his leartiing, he is reported able in feveral fciences, particularly in mathema- 
tics, and fpeaks French, Italian, and Englilh. But the fine arts are his and he 
has facrificed liberally to them. His orchedra and opera are the bed in Europe, next 
to thofe of Naples and Turin ; and hi^, magnificent colle^on ofjirints, antiques, and 
other things, are perpetual monuments of his friendlhip for thelnufes. 

I have heard that an Etmlilh gentleman at Manheim paid him the compliment to fay, 
that * He deferved to be a private ^emlemafi.* Certainly this is the mo^. favourable 
thing which can be faid of this prin%, who is entirely deditute of that dren«h of 
^Sl^a&erand refolution^ which are indifpenfibly necef^y to govern fo ferocious ^ 
people as the ^prians. As he is wanting ^ knowl^ge of mankind, he thinks 
favourably of all mofe who are about him, and ibis fubje^ him to condant deceptiop. 
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' When I take my eyes off this great pei^nage nitnfelf, to look round for the pcrfon 
of -next confequence« and «rho has ^ greateff influence, 1 feel myfelf in the dark, and 
know not whom to flumble on. .Tnere is a lord high fteward, a lord treafurer, a 
chancellor, a parcel of privy counfellors, a father confeflbr, and forae women, who 
have divided the court intereft amongft. them, and mutually guaranteed each other’s 
lhare. He who could fee things as they are, and would trace every intrigue back to 
its origin, would find the firft movers of the machine in a monk’s cowl or a petti- 
coat. 

Of the mifchiefe which may be done by priells and w'omen, when they gain the af- 
ccndancy, we have had fufficient examples in our own court. But thcie fell far fliort 
of the evils which are occafioncd by them here, notwithftanding that the fpoils of 
whole provinces have been expended on the capricious defires or a miftrefs ; a cafe 
which happened in France. The reafon of this dift'erence is, that we sire not without 
firm patriots, who oppofc adminiftrations, and often reform what others have corrupt- 
ed. But it is loft labour to look for a patriot at this court ; or if you find one, his pa- 
triotifm confines itfelf to filent unavailing murmurs. 

Of the general maxims, or leading principles of the people of this court, I can fay 
but little to you. Immediate felf-intereft is apparently the purfuit of every one ; or 
if they do profefs any principles, they are certainly the moft pliant and verfatile: in the 
world. Indeed if we may judge by the way of thinking of inferiors, of the fentiments 
of their fuperiors, many of the principal people of this court have adopted the moft 
execrable theory in politics ; for inftance, ■ that religion ferves only for the purpofe of 
keeping the crow'd of mankind Haves to them ; — that a courtier muft put on the ex- 
ternals of religion, but leave the pradice to the vulgar ; — that men are by nature 
wicked, feditious, turbulent, and only to be governed by being kept in perpetual fer- 
vitude, and not permitted to ufe their faculties finally, that too much knowledge is 
dangerous, and that the great hold their rights over the people immediately from Crod, 
are no ways accountable for theii^i)d>ndud, nor under any obligation to their fubjeds. 
Wretched and miferable fentiments ! originally propagated by thofe who do not un- 
derftand MachiaveFs prince, or who do not confider what he has advanced on the 
other fide of the queftlon in his difeourfes on I.ivy. 

You will fee by this Iketch, that this court is not at all more advanced than thofe of 
Spain and Portugal. The prince, though fincerely inclined, can do nothing for the' 
real welfere of his people ; for the channels by which he fhould communicate with 
them are ftopped up. Under the laft government the niinifter fold oflices publicly, and 
now they are given away at the gaming table. There are numerous examples of peo- 
ple who have not been able to procure promotion, otherwife than by lofing, certain 
furns of money to certain ladies. Every thing here is venal. A few years ago, a 
certain minifter of this court would have fold half Bavaria to the Houfe of Auftna, if 
the Pruffian and Ruflian courts, and the minifter of the court of Deux-Ponts, had not 
prevented the purchafe. In every projed propofed, a fmall part only is intended for 
any good purpofe ; the greater part has the in^ftreft of the projedorin view. 

How indeed is it pofllble that a court, in which the higheft piac^ are to be obtained 
by high birth merely, orfiimily connedions, by money, or the intereft of women an4 
priefts, Ihould have thofe fundamental rules, or have that political conftitution, which 
IS neceffary ^r the people’s happinefs ? The pile's love of (hew, is as remarkable as . 
his goodnefs of heart; and both together induce him to think, that he is obliged to* 
mppoit an idloand ufelefs tmbility. Hence whilft other governments are ufing every 

JE ® effort 
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effort to cut off and reduce the exo%itant4>rivilege8 of this clafs of 
them only according to thdr real ferviceSi tbis^i$turt confidera it as its duty to pamper 
and feed them, in holy idlenefs* like the frogs ofdLatona, or the geefe of the capitol, 
at the expence of the ftate. Would you think that there is, at this very dme, a pro- 
jci^ on foot for inftituring a new province of Knights of Malta in Bavaria, which will 
coff millions ? It is not merit, but nobility only, which .will have any claim to this rich 
foundation. ftWhether the Chriftian purpofe of perfecuting the Saracens, or rather a 
particular predilection for this order has engaged the eleCtor in it, I cannot tell ; but 
thus far is certain, that the Aims fpcnt by the knights during their noviciate at fea (or 
rather at the gaming-table and revelling in the iiland of Malta) could be fpent at 
home more proAtably for their native country. But the lei's advantage the ftate has to 
expeCt from this new inftitution, the more certainly it will be concluded on. The only 
thing that can ftop it, is the conAderation of where the funds for this purpofe are to 
be had. In the mean time, I could mention to you the names of a hundred placemen 
to be found in the Court Calendar, whofe duty 1 defy any man on earth to And out. 
Be it fuAicieut a fpecimen to tell you, that this court keeps a Great Admiral for two 
or three fliips on the Rhine. 

Every thing here is calculated for fhew. The army conAfts of about thirty regi- 
ments, in which, notwithftanding the prefent defign of completing them, there are not 
eighteen thoufand men. One fourth part at leaft are officers, amongft whom there 
are feveral general Aeld-marlhals. The titles and embroidered clothes of the inhabi- 
tants by no means fecure a ftranger from their begging frqm him. Ycfterday I went 
to fee the handfome Jefuit church, where,, that I might not appear an idle fpeClator, 
I knelt down by fome people in a pew ; immediately a man, whom I had imagined 
from his drefs to be a perfon of conl'equence, moved nearer to me, prefented me with 
a pinch of fnuff, and after fome remarks on the beauty of the building, entered circum- 
' llantially into a complaint of his neceffities, and requefted charity of me. The fame 
thing had already happened to me in another cht^ch, where the beggar was a vpry 
well dreffed woman. The police, which is To attentive to light, and keep the town 
< clean, is in a manner obliged to permit thieves and pick-pockets to beg at the gates of 
the town, as it knows not how to And them employment or bread. 

This deAciency in true and Axed principles of government, this love of fliew, this 
' confuAon of employment, from the too great aumber of ufelels, unpatriotic, idle de- 
pendants, occaAon hourly contradiSions in the internal politics. Some little time Ante 
the minifter, who had perhaps read Beccaria when he was half afleep, or had heard that 
capital puniihmcnts and the torture were aboliihed in Pruffia, Ruuia, and Auftria, af- 
fected theffame fpirit of philofophy. However, it foon appeared to be but an affeftadon, 
for the thieves, murderers, and highwaymen, became foon fo numerous, that an edidt 
quickly appeared, which expofed in the moft glaring manner, the total incapacity of the 
court. This edid ftated that, “ however mild the prince was in Ais <^A>oIltion, and how- 
ever Aruily refolved he had been to imitate the example of other powers, by intivducing 
humane laws, be found bimfelf notwith^anding confti^ed to fuffer the'old puniffiments 
of hanging, breaking on the wheel, impaling, burning, and torturing to go forward as 
lirefcribed by the Caroline code.” Strange cpnfeffion ! But why has not the mildnefs 
of the penal laws in Prp^a, Ruffia, jnd Auftr^, been attended with the lame confe- 

4 uence^ which overfet the new fyftei^n Bavaria ? From no other reaibnthan becaufe 
tefe powers hif^ a Arm, well concerted, and connedted fyftem of government, which 
this cou|t only copied in appearance, whilft her real condu^ and admioillration w 9 s 
10 ' totally 
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totally diffqinant to this pbilofophy. vrere no pains taken to correft the people of 

their inclination to theft and iobb«l|v by good education, improved morals, and en- 
couragement to induftry. But furely the fix millions which are to be thrown away on 
the new Malta bufinefs, might have been much better employed in the ereftion of 
fchools, and houfes of induftry, for the purpofe offaving and reforming fo many thou- 
fands of men. And are not the fumptuoiis opera houfes, the expenfivc colledlions of 
curiofities, the palaces, gardens, and innumerable fwarms of glittering fervants, a 
reproach to the court ? and do they not Ihew that the property of the fubjefls is in bad 
hands? 

The ecclefiaftics of this place are much divided at prefcnt. The fame parties obtain 
here, which, by their heat and virulence to each other, 8rew fo much notice in France. 

The ex-jefuits, with their adherents, are fupported by the eleftor’s confeffor, who is 
one of their number ; and at the head of the Benedidtines are fome very rich prelates, 
who make their way into the cabinet with gold, by means of mercenary fervants, and 
ladies of the court. - Some of them, if I am not miftaken, are membera of the eftates of 
the country ; but this gives them but little weight with a prince fo jealous of his au- 
thority, that he has hitherto delayed taking the preferibed oaths in the aflemblies of the 
ftates. However it is believed that they will get the better of the jefuits, as gold is all 
powerful here. What the country wilf gain or lofe by this I know nor. The Bene- 
didincs are like other monks, though not fo opinionated and implacable as their enemies 
the jefuits. 

The intolerance of the jefuits, who have now for a long time governed the eleflor, 
has been very prejudicial to the Palatinate. The proteftants make at leaft one half of 
the inhabitants of this country, and have many treaties of peace, and public ftipulations 
granted for their fecurity. In every ftate they make the beft of c^izens ; as their re- 
ligious doftrines are confonant to the foundeft politics, and their priefthood is never at 
variance with the civil power. Nptwithftanding this, they are expofed to every fpecies 
of oppreffion, and the court feen#to make a merit of rooting out this moft valuable 
part of its fubjedls ; whom, being blinded by the falfe arguments of the priefts, it con- 
fiders as weeds in the ftate garden. The hypocrites difguife their perfecuting fpirit under 
the appearance of political zeal, and endeavour to perfuade the prince, that unity of re- 
ligion is as eflential to every ftate, as unity of fovereignty. In a proclamatioii for the 
fuppreffion of a fmall, but veiy elegant poem agiinft intolerance, I met with thefe words: 

“ The authof is defirous of introducing into catholic Bavaria, a mixture of religions 
very dangerous to the ftate.” ’ But let the c£#urt contemplate, or rather I fhould fay, 
would it had eyes to fee hovv many falutary confequences this mixture of religions hw 
had in Holland, and how great the difference is between catholic Bavaria, and th# coun- 
try in which there are about thirty different fedls. 

It was the fame affeaation of political zeal, that made the jefuits in France ufe fuch 
ftrong efforts to gd*the edia of Nantes revoked. They accuttomed Lewis XIV. from 
/his childhood to Conllder the reformed church as the fecret enemy of the crown and the 
ftate, and fiilfely charged on its pg!u:eable fubjeftlthat fpirit of perfecutbn, which they 
theihfelves alone pmffeffed. Our court has now difeovered that the jefuits were gi^ter 
enemies to France than the reformed church; but at a time when we fo loudly proclaim 
our errors, when the reformed church ^opes to jecover its loft freedom of religion 
when a Keck^ in office proves to all mankind how much jefuidfm is abhorred -f here 
they continue to exclude Proteftants from even the loweft offices in the ftate, and ufe 
every artifice to opprefs them. 


Nature 
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* . ... 
Nature always revenpes her injured rights. Jhe perfeorted heretics leave the Pafa* 

I'nate to cultivate the North American defert, an^ the greater part of Bavaria remains a 

dcfert. . ' 


LETTER X. 

Munich, 

A FEW days ago I had a very long and agreeable converfation with one ’of the few 
enlightened patriots, who here mourn in fccret.thc fate of their country. We happened 
to fpeak of the Emperor Charles VII. and the well known Bavarian war. I was obliged 
to allow that our minifters of that time had behaved very Ihamcfully to this court, and 
that the war would have turned out greatly to the advantage of Bavaria, if we had dealt 
more honourably by it. My friend was loud in his lamentations, and repeatedly men- 
tioned how our array had flood by and feen the Bavarian troops attacked without (tirrinp; 
a man to their |^iflance ; how the fubfidy money was not paid ; how our ininider, by 
dint of great promifcs, which were never performed, prolonged the war to the ruin of 
Bavaria ; with .what violence our commanders had behaved on Bavarian ground, and fo 
forth. All this 1 was forced to acknowledge ; for I recolledled what the Pruffian mi- 
iiifler at this court had faid to ours, when the latter would have exculpated himfelf, by 
faying that his mailers were fools. “ Das fmd Keine Dumm Kopfe; das ftndjlmrken {ce 
Tie font pas des fats ; ce font des Coquins.y* With this converfation on my mind, I could 
make no reply dirc£l ; bur I had likewife heard from fome of our old officers, who had 
ferved in the war, and were intimately acquainted with the iituation of this court, that 
its minifters were ftill greater fools and rogues than ours ; that the emperor himfelf was 
more taken up with his rofary, his hounds, his priefts, and miftreffes, (by w'hom he left 
about forty children,) than with the concerns of the country ; that his fervants were 
more ftudious to gratify his humours and paffions, than to promote the good of the na-' 
tion. A ftriking evidence of this was given by a certain count, who procured his own 
niece for him, and by the influence he thus gained over him, fruflrated every good 
counfel of the true friends to the emperor. I knew alfo that our minifter could not 
find a fingle man here fufficiently acquainted with public bufinefs to be employed in 
negotiations : that the fublidy money. Which at firll was regularly fent from Verfailles, 
was expended in ufelefs purpofes : that the ftlpulated number of Bavarian troops 
wae not conijfteted, and that half the money was pocketed by the officers and pay- 
inafters. I knew that the emperor, notwithflanding his embarrafled circumftances, 
could not bring himfelf to demand contributions from the rich cloyflers, much lefs by 
crufhing them, and taking poflefflon of fome neighbouring church principalities, to re- 
cruit the flute of his finances, and give more fecurity to his tottering throne *. 

Upon this ftatement of the cafe, my good friend was obliged^to allow, that if things 
slid not turn out as they ought to have done, the greateft part of theWamtwas owing to 
Bavaria. 

Since that time the court has been under the influence of a daemon with a capuchin^ 
which has perplexed its politics, robbed its treafury, and put fools and traitors at the 
head of its affairs. Whillt fome of the lefler potentates of Germany have been able to 
raife themfdves to a mofl rerpe£labl?|greatnefsj^ notwithftanding the altnoll infuperable 
jbfUclts they have had to flrugglc with, this old and mighty houfe has been forced to 

'* In the lad of wliich he c«irtamly aded jufftly. 

'beh.oiid 
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behold the yide boundaries of its pofleffions inceflaiitly contradling, notwithftandingthe 
various favourable circuniftances that nave concurred to elevate it, if it would have lif- 
tened to the;, dictates of found policy. When the elector palatine was chofen King of 
Boheinia, would have thought that his own coufin, the Duke of Bavaria, would 
have been the perfon to diftrefs him moft, and to incrcafe the already dangerous power 
of Auftria, at the expende of his own family ? Had it not been for this, Bphemia would 
have been noV under the fame govei;nment as Bavaria and the Palatinate^ and the pre- 
fent elcifor, a great king. At the peace of Weftphalia, the members of the proteftant 
league indemnified themfelves for the heavy expences of the Swedilli war, by putting 
thenifelves in poifeflion of the neighbouring church principalities; but Bavaria, which 
had fought to the laft drop of blood for the Pope and the Houfe of Auftria, thought 
itfelf abundantly paid with the EleSorate and the Upper Palatinate, (which it could only 
obtain by the failure of another branch of its own family,) and let flip the heft opportu- 
nity of poflefling itfelf of the biflioprick of Sa’tzburg, with which it has fo much wrang- 
ling at prefent, the biflioprick of Friefingcn, which lies in its very bofom,^id many other 
adjacent biihopricks ; fo conftantly has it ftrove agaiiift its own proper interefts, from 
the impreflion of falfe religious tenets *. 

Thel'e wars, which we may fay it has waged againft itfelf ; that on account of the 
Spanifh fucceffion ; and lad ly, that of the Emperor Charles VI!. have given great wounds 
to this Houfe, wounds which, however, it might have cured, had not religious preju- 
dices and caprice rendered it blind, and infenfible to its own internal fituation. But 
now they rankle, and prefent an obferver with the difgufting fpeclacle of a deeply con- 
fumptive body politic. 

It was thought that the laft eleftor had paid the greateft part of the national debts ; 
but on the accclfion of the prefent prince, thefe expectations were found very erroneous. 
Some indeed of the oldeft incumbrances have been paid ofl*; but on the otlier hand, 
feveral new loans have been made.,, . This elector was, indeed, quite uneijual to the 
management of his own finances, which he left entirely to the difpofal of his fer- 
vants, contenting himfelf if his expcnfive hunting matches could be defrayed ; and the 
prefent court feems to be as little inclined to limit the enormous expence of the opera- 
houfe, for the fake of paying its debts, which may now amount to near twenty-live mil- 
lions of florins, or 250,000!. ** 

As I ftrolled through the country, I (huddered at the fight of the ravages which war 
had made. There is no town of any importance in all Bavaria, except the capital. Y 5 u 
would never imagine what pitiful little holes, Landlberg, WalTerbing, Landfhut, and. 
many other places, which make a great figure on the map, are. To all appearance 
neither Ingoldftadt, nor Straubingen> nor any of the greater towns, except Munich, 
contain above four thoufand fouls. Nor are there more than forty of. thefe towns ; 
whereas Saxony, which, is no' larger than Bavaria, contains above two hundred and 
twenty, if the atcouiws in print are to be depended upon. But indeed the want of po- 
pulation in thefe parts is -very remarkable, as well as the remains of thofe vices which 
armies generally leave behind them* Excepting fhe brewer, baker, and innkeeper, you 
may feek in vain for a rich tradefman- There is not a veftige of induftry cither in town 
or country, but every body feems to confider idlenefs and beggary as the happieft-ftate 
of man.’. ' . . . .» ■ ■ ■ 

Aswh^ ^varia loft at the peace of Trfchner, was nearly made tip by the jurtftion 
ot tjie principalities of Neuburg and Sulzbach ; we may reckon with the Palatinate, it 

♦ garely not falfc religioi** Jf theft countries were only to be obtained by fr.nud violence. 

’ ' - contains 
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contains as much ground as Suabia ; that Is, abbht feveii»huiidred abd^wie^ty-plne 
Iquare miles. Now, ip the Suabiaii circle, there are at leaft one mUIfonlxx huodired 
thoufand people ; whereas Bavaria, b}' a late calculation, has not above one 

hundred and eighty thoufand. a ■ 

The fouthern part of this country is very mountainous, but not fo upfit for agricul- 
ture as geographers commonly report it to be. In many of ihe vallie^of thefe vafl 
mountains, me foil is excellent ; and in one cotpipr of them I found an ingenious and 
jnduflrious hulbandman, the only charafter of the kind I could meet with in the tvhole 
country, who had gathered what he had fown fixteen fold. The part which extends 
from the capital to the Danube and the Inni is the be'ft arable land throughout the 
country, and is interfered by feveral v/ell wooded hills. Tlie Upper Palatinate, toge- 
ther with that part of the dukedom of Bavaria which lies beyond the Danube, confifts 
almoft intirely of jnountains. I’hefe rife gradually from the Danube to Fichtelberg 
and the Bohemian ridge of mountains, but are fit for every kind of agriculture. 

A confideraWe part of this, by nature fo highly favoured country, has lain wafte fince 
the wars. Tnere are many large trafls which the inhabitants call mofles, but which 
are not (b fenny and fpungy as the turf and moor grounds of Holland and other coun- 
tries. . In many of them you may perceive traces of the old furrows, and there are 
proofs fufEcient that they have been cultivated, and might be cafiiy cultivated again. 
Another part of Bavaria is ftill covered with a luxuriant dark wood, and a third part 
lies conftantly fallow without neceffity. Upon the whole, it is more than probable, that 
hardly one half of the country is cultivated as it ought to be. 

The country people, or farmers, are divided into four clafies ; into whole, half, and 
-quarter farmers, and into thofe called haujler. The whole farmers plough with eight 
horfes,. and are termed e'mftedler ; that is, hermits, becaufe their farm-houfes are at a dif- 
tance from any village. Many of thefe farm-hqufes command a territory of three miles 
in length and breadth, and the owners empby 'from twelve to fifteen horfes in their til- 
lage (reckoning two horfes to every plough, which in fome places is certainly too much, 
but in others alfo it is too little). Of fuch farmers there may be about forty thoufand. 
A half farmer ploughs with four, and a quarter farmer with two horfes. The barker 
are day labourers to the refi, and till their bits of property with cattle belonging to 
others. 

We are not to infer the extent of every fermer’s poffeflions from the number of his 
ploughs. The heft fields lie fallow four, fix or more years, juft as the eflablifhed cuf- 
tom may be, or the convenience or caprice of the owners may dired. As the farmers 
have no idea of meadow land, or oljlall food for cattle, they excufe themfelves for this 
flight Jdnd of hufbandry, by pleading the want of manure.— -The worthy friend with 
whom I had fo many difputes about the Bavarian war, defended the pradice of his 
countrymen with great warmth. He contended, that the agriculture could not pof* 
fibly be better than it was, becaufe the internal confumption and the pritSi pf grain were 
too low, an inconvenience, fays he, which is remedileis ; for ex^rtatipn is impofTthle, 
on account of the want of navigable rWers ; nor is it poffible that the internal confump- 
tion fhould be well increafed by manufiidures, becaufe the rivers of &yaria all running 
to Auftria, i|;<,wiil be impolBble for us to vie with that country, let us do what we will. 
This furely wEs mhre fophiflical rei|pning, ufed to difguife the iiiadivity and indolence 
of his countrymen. It would be Mrd indeed if navig^le rivers Were indifpentably ne- 
cefliu7 for, the increafe of manufadures. The greateft part of the Swifs manu&dures 
are carri^ on the axle-tree ; for what is exported by the Rhine, heirs no compar^on 
with n^jr^ommoditiies which are exported over land to Frankfort, Leipfig, &c.^and 

to 
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to all the north, and to France and Italy. But BavatH fliould not yet think ot any foreign 
qoinmerce,'^s the rules of prudence rtSquire that the minifters fliould fee what is to be 
faved, before they confider what is to be gained. Whatever is faved is gain, and the 
lecurirt gaiti How«much gold does this country annually fend away for cloth, fluffs, 
linen, flax, anfl rape-feed, oil, tobacco, leather, and a variety of other articles, the ma- 
terials for furnifliing of which it has within itfelf. 

But bothwcourt and people app^r to beflruck blind to their true itfterefl. You 
know that for many years pafl, there has been a great outcry through Germany, and 
very properly, for population, manufaftures, and induflry. It reached the ears of this 
court, who immediately, as was natural, b^an to imitate what was going forward. 
But without confulting nature for her advice, without inquiring what productions of 
art woultl prove of moft general ufe, and ferve the moft to keep the gold in the country, 
it thought only of thofe which would make the greatefl fliew, and flood high in the lift 
of luxuries. Would you think it ? in this unlpeakable want of many neceflaries, they 
applied themfelves to manufacture porcelain, which could or.ly-^ man ag ed by artificial 
means, of which the moft honourable was a ftnall lottery, “^ey eftiblilhed manu- 
factures of.tapeftry, rich fluffs, and filks. They faved, indeed, by this manoeuvre, the 
money exported to purchafe the priefts robes and ladies gala drefles, but the citizens 
and peafants were obliged to wear foreign clothes. 

One need only obferve what goes forwrard here at the cuftom-houfe, to be convinced 
that the principles of taxation are not underftood as they ihould be. When Auftria 
determined to fettle the cuftom-houfe duties according to the rules of prudent policy, 
the officers of finance here faw nothing in it but a mode of increafing the revenue ; they 
therefore imitated the Auftrian fyftem, but did not confider that taxes on the importa- 
tion of foreign wares are intended to operate as penalties, the reduClion of which mull 
be as agreeable to a wife government, as the diminution of the revenue of flnes levied 
by courts of joftice. The Auftrian duties are connected with a great plan. They are 
intended to reduce the import of foreign wares as much as poffible, by increafing inter- 
nal induflry ; and to leffen the confumption of fuch foreign luxuries as are necdlefs, by 
incrcafme the price of them. But inftead of ufing the cuftom-houfe books as Auftria 
does, as indications of "what manufactures are to be encouraged, that the money paid 
for them may be kept in the country, the financiers of Bavaria confider them as Iq 
many fources of pofitivef* revenue, which are rather to beincreafed than leflened. 

I ihould not have troubled you fo long with thefe particulars of the ftate-oeconomjs, 
if I had not thought myfelf in fome meafurc obliged to fhew you ia detail, that here 
they know nothing of the matter. 

LEITER XI. 

Munich, 

A PICTUR|1 of the Bavarian character and manners by Hogarth would be ex- 
tremely intereftmg. Great Angularity of character is often to be met with in England ; 
but what Bstvaria offers exceeds any thing to be elfewhere. You know 1 am no 
painter; fo if I endeavour to point out to you the peculiarities of Bavaria in the ab- 
flraCt, my deferiptions' will have none of that life and e^refllion which d^nguiih Ho- 
garth’s groups, or Slukefpearc’s feenes. Howeve|»| will do my endeavor. 

To proceed methodically— for you cannot conce^wwhat a method flicks to me in all 
I do, lince I have breathed the sur of German^— I fliall anatomize the body of the 
Ovarian, before J proceed to the analyfis of his mind. In general the Bavarian is 
nout bodied, mufcular, and fleihy. There are, however, fomeliender people among 
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th^m Rrho may pafs for handfome; They are fomething lefs rofy cheeked than the 
, Suabians, a diflference probably arifing from their drinking beer inftead of wine, as the 
others do. • 

The charafteriftic of a Bavarian is a very round head, a little peaked chin, a large bel-^ 
ly, and a pule complexion. Many of them look like caricatures of man. They have 
great fat liellicw, fliort clubbed feet, narrow Ihoulders, a thick round head, and fliort 
necks. 'I'hey are heavy and auUward in their carriage, and their fmall eyes betray a 
great deal of roguery. The women, in general, are fome of the moft beautiful crea- 
tures in the world, 'i’hey are, indeed, fomething grofs, but their Ikin farpafles all the 
carnation ever ufed by painters ; the pureft lily white is fottly tinged with purple, as if 
by the hands of the graces. I faw fomc peafant girls w-ith fucli clear complexions, 
that they appeared quite tranfparent. They are well lhaped, and more lively and 
graceful in their geftures than the men. 

In the capital they drefs in the French ftyle, or at leaft imagine that they do fo, for 
the men are ftill too fond of gold and mixed colours. 'J'he country people drefs with- 
out any tafte af all. The chief ornament of the men is a long broad waiftcoat, ftrange- 
ly embroidered, from which their breeches hang very low and loofe, probably to give 
free play to their bellies, which is the chief part of a Bavarian. The women difguife 
theralelves with a fort of Hays in the fliape of a funnel, which cover the breaft and 
Ihoulders, fo as to hide the whole neck. This ftilF drefs is covered with filver beads, 
and thickly overlaid with filver chains. In many places the houfewife has a bunch of 
keys and a knife appendant to a girdle, which reach almoft to the ground. 

As to the charadters and manners of the Bavarians, the inhabitants of the capital na- 
turally differ very much from the country people. The charader of the inhabitants of 
Munich is a riddle to me, and would remain fo if I were to Itay here many years. 1 be- 
lieve, indeed, that it may be truly faid, that they have no charafter at all. Their man- 
ners are corrupt, as muff be the cafe with forty ihoufand men who depend entirely on 
a court, and, for the moft part, go idle at its expence. 

Amongft the great nobles, you meet here, as well as elfcwhere, with very well bred 
and polite people ; but the people, taking the word in its full extent, are, in an emi- 
nent degree, deftitute of any fenfc of honour, without education, without any adtivity 
for the ffate, attachment to the country, or generous feeling whatever. The fortunes 
of this place arc from 1500 to 3 or 4,000!. per annum ; buf the pofleffors know no 
other ufe of their money than to fpend it in fcnfual gratifications. Many good houfes 
have been entirely ruined by play. The falhionable game at the court was formerly 
called zwid'cn, or pinch ; but fince Hombefch, the ininifter of finance, has pinched 
their falaries fo confoundedly, they call it llombefch. Many of the court ladies know 
of no other employment than playing with their parrots, their dogs, or their cats. 
One of the principal ladies whom I am acquainted with, keeps a hall full of cats, and 
two or three maids to attend them : Ihe converfes half the ddy long with them, often 
ferves them herfeif with coffee and fugar, and dreffes them according to her fancy dif- 
ferently every day. 

The fmall nobles and fervants of the court, have a pitiable paffion for titles. Before 
the prefent eledlor came here," the place Iwarmed with excellencies, honourable, and 
right honourable. As this was the cuffom at Manheim, an order was made to af- 
certajn the different ranks of noblMe. All thole whom it deprived of excellency, ho- 
nourable, &c. and particftlarly (would you think it ?) the wom<’n, were funk in defpair ; 
and for tlic firft time complaints were made of tyranny, of which none before feetned 
<Q have any conpeption. 
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The remainder of the inhabitants are inimcrf&d in the moft fcandalous debauch. 
Every night the ftreets re-echo with the noife of drunkards iffuing from the numerous 
taverns, where they have been revelling and dancing. Whoever is at all noble here 
TOufl:'‘keep Ms miftrefs ; the rell indulge in promifcuous love. In. this refped things 
nre not niuch'bettcr in the country. 

Bavaria, indeed, well deferves the charadcr given it by an officer of Gafeony, of 
being the grfeateft brothel in the world. - 

The country people are extreinerf dirty. A few miles diftant from the capital, one 
would ‘hardly take the hovels of the peufants for the habitations of men. Many of 
them have large puddles before the doors oi' their houles, and are obliged to flep over 
planks into them. The thatched roofs of the ctjuntry people, in many parts of France, 
have a much better appearance, than the ntia. rable huts of the Bavarian peafants ; the 
roofs of which are covered with flones, in or;!er that the hates may not be carried away 
by the wind. Mean as tins look.?, ciieuo t>>. nri's arc in the country, and often as half 
the roofs are torn away by ftrong winds, ) cl caimot the rich farmer be perfuaded to 
nail his ffiingles properly together. In fhorr, from the court to the sfmallefl: cottage, 
indolence is the molt predominant part of thecharaftcr of the Bavarian. 

' This great indolence is contriilled, in an extraordinary manner, with a ftill higher* 
degree of bigotry.- I liajipcned to flroli into a dark, black country becr-houfe, fi^pd 
with clouds of tobacco, and on entering was almoll ftunned with the noife of the 
drinkers. By degrees, however, my eyes penetrated through the thick vapours, when 
1 difeovered the priert: of the place in the middle of fifteen or twenty drunken fellows. 
IHs black coat was juh as much bedaubed as the frocks of his flock, and like the reft of 
them, he had cards in his left hand, which he ftruck fo forcibly on the dirty table, that 
the wliole chamber trembled. At firft, I was (hocked at the violent abufe they gave 
each other, and thought they were quarrelling ; but foon found that all the blackguard 
appellations which (hocked me were only modes of friendly falutation among them. 
Every one of tl.'om had now drank his fix or eight pots of beer, and they defired the 
landlord to give ea<. !i a dram of brandy, by way, they faid, of locking the ftomach. 
But now their good humour departed, and I prelently law, in all their looks and gef- 
tures, the moft ferious preparation for a fray. This at length broke out. At firft the 
priell took vain pains to fupprefs it. He fwore and roared at laft as much as the reft. 
Now one feized a pot and threw it at his adverfary’s head, another clenched his fift,, 
a third pulled the legs from a (tool to knock his enemy on the head. Every thing, in 
(hut, feemed to fpeak blood and death; when, on the ringing of the bell (or evening 
prayer, ‘ Ave Maria, ye———!’ cri.’d the prielt, and down dropped their arms, they 
pulled off their bonnets, folded their hands, and repeated their Ave Marias. It put me 
in mind of : he adventure in Don Ouixote, where peace is fuddcnly reftored in the great 
fray, on account of the helmet of Mambrino, and the afs’s collar, by the recollection of 
what palTed.in the Agraniantine camp. As loon, however, as prayers were over, they 
were all feized again with their former fury, which was the more violent from the mo- 
mentary interruption it had mot with. Pots glaffi.s .began to fly. I obferved the 
curate creep under the table for fecurity, and I withdrew into the landlord’s bed- 
chamber. . 

The fame fccnes occur in the inland towns among the citizens^ officers, clergymen, 
and ftudents. They all falute each other with 'linfiv ; linguaj^e; all vie in hard drink- 
ing; and clofe to every church, wiiich areTcarce lei's i!ian there is fegularly 

ti becr-houfe and a brothel. A Undent at the luiiverfiiy of bigolriftaflt muft carry a 
thick cudgel, and wear neat cut hat; ha muft be able to drink from eight to ten 

f - quarts 
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qaatts of beer at a fitting and be always ready to fight) right or wrong, with the ofli* 
cers of the garrifon that is cyiartered there. You may fuppofe that this does not tend 
to raife the reputation of the univerfity, which is, indeed, but thinly vifited, though the 
profeffors are able men, and do their duty, although a proclamation came outfome years, 
lince to forbid any Bavarian from ftudying out of the country. 

No pen can deferibe the ridiculous mixtures of debauchery and devotion which every 
day happen. 'J'he mod notorious is that which took place in the church of St. Mary, 
Octtingen, a few years fince. When a pried aftually deflowered a girl whom he had 
long purj'upd, and could only make a prize of there before the altar of the Virgin. 

The country people join to their indolence and devotion ^ tertain ferocity of temper,, 
which often gives rife to bloody feenes. When they mean to praife a church holiday,, 
or fome public fedival which has lately been kept, they fay,— fuch a one was a 
charming afliiir ; there were fix or eight people killed or made cripples at it. If no- 
thing of this kind has been done, it is called a mere nothing, a fiddle-faddle bufinefs. 
In the lad century, and the beginning of this, the Bavarian troops maintained the fird 
reputation among the German forces. At the battle of Hockdedt, they kept their 
ground and imagined themfelves vigors, till the eleftor who led them was informed 
that the French had given way in the other wing. Under Tilly and Mercy they liko- 
wij^ did wonders ; but fmee the time of thefe generals, military difeipline has fo far re- 
laxed atnongd them, that they are no longer foldicrs. Indeed no people can Ihew more 
abhorrence to every thing which is called difeipline and order, than the Bavarians do. 
They might, however, dill be ufeful as free-booters, whofe robberies and all irregula- 
rities are more pardonable than thofe of regular troops. There are bands of robbers 
about, which are one thoufand men ftrong, and would undoubtedly make good ra- 
vaging parties in time of war. There have been indances of their fighting againd the 
military, under bold leaders, to the very lad man. But the poored peafant confiders 
it as a hardfliip to be drafted into the regular trOOps of his prince. 

The inhabitants of the capital, on the other liand, are the mod weak, timid, and 
fubfervient people in the world. They have no quicknefs of parts at all, and you will 
feek in vain in the town for that liberty, which fometitnes indeed degenerates into coarfe- 
nefs of manners, but is ftill the mod agreeable trait in the charafter of the country 
people. Under the lad government, wltile the people of Munich were crouching under 
, a defpotic minidcr, and only ventured to murmur in fecret, the country people dilco- 
vered their difeontent with a freedom which threatened dangerous conl'equences. At 
the ‘lame time, an unbounded and inexpreflible love for their prince prevailed on them 
to pull down the inclofures of their fields at the command of the malter of the hounds, 
in order that the game might padure there. They fpake with raptures of the amiable 
qualities of thrir lord ; indeed they did not pafs over his faults, but tried to excufe him 
for them, and loaded his fervants, without referve, with their heavied curfes, and thus 
gave every dranger a jud idea of the court, while the inhabitants of the town, in' the 
dedicatory addreffes of books and poems, extolled the tyrants of the land to heaven. 
I he country people judge as impartially of the prefent government. 1 fhould not, 
however, haye obtained any account of the prince or his fervants, if 1 had not got ac- 
quainted with fome foreign ardds belonging to the court, who were more intereded in 
the date of them toth than the natives^ who are infatuated with their beer pots. Every 
flioe-black in Paris knows all the gr^ people of the court, pries into their private life 
-as well ks their politics, and condemns or approves at diferetion ; but here you meet 
with many court-counlcllors and fecretaries, who know nothing of the gpeat people ex- 
cept their names. To conclude, the unadulterated Bavarian pealant is gruff, fat, dirty, 
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lazy, drunken, and undifciplined j but he is brave, ceconomical, patriotic, and fu6h a 
flave to his word, that when it has once been given it is nev^ir broke. As to his hatred 
of regular difcipHne, it is partly owing to the difcouragement thrown upon the military 
way of lite'by the clergy, and'partly to there being no provifion for difabled foldiers. 
S<'nicthlng too arifos from the prince’s not being military ; for in the year 1778, when 
„ the imperial troops were recruiting at Straubingen, and carried about with them a pifture 
of the emperor in his uniform, many of the natives immediately enlifted on hearing that 
the emperor was a foldier. ^ 

LETfER XII. 

Munich, 

YOU are extremely right in thinking that this court would be of great conlequence, 
if jt knew how to make ufe of its powers. Ir is able to mcafurc fvvords with the king 
of Uemnark, arui Sweden is not much fnp riorto if in force; tor if we take from the 
fura total of the fubjects »)f this northern potentate’s power, the LaplSndeis. and the 
reft of its almoll entirely uuferviceable people, what remains will fcarce exceed the po- 
pulation of this territory. Bavaria has one millioli^pne hundred and eighty thoufand ; 
the Palatinate on the Rhine two hundred and tweil% Ihoufand ; and the iukecioins of 
Julich and Berg about two hundred and fixty thouftfM men. The total nurnber, there- 
fore, of the fubjefis of this court, amounts to about one million feven hundred and 
twenty thoufand. I know that in fome ftate papers they are reckoned at little more than 
one million four hundred thoufand, but certainly the fubjefts who live in Weftphaliarare 
not included in this calculation. 

There is likewife a great difference about the income of the court. The very induf- 
trious, and in general the very accurate, Mr. Bufehing tells us, in the laft edition of 
his excellent work, that he is informed from good authority, that the income of Ba- 
varia amounts to eight millions of Rhelfefh florins, or 8oo,oool. and this agrees with' 
the calcuHltion commonly made here. I told you, however, in my laft, that very few 
people here are acquainted with the ftate of the court, and that tliey are induced, by a: 
ridiculous vanity, to make more of things than they are. Some, who ought to have 
been in the fecret, would have perfuaded me, that the court had fi om twelve to fixteeH 
hundred thoufand pounds yearly income. I law it was impoffible to get at the truth, 
otherwife than by inquirit\g particularly at the proper olHces into the ftate of fiuances ; 
at laft, after long fearch, I made out, with tolerable certainty, that the aggregate incogie 
from the taxes, cuftoms, excife, forefts, mines, &c. hardly amounted to 500,000!. 
In this eftimate, one of the nioft confiderable articles, the trade with the Saltzburg and 
Riechenhaller fait, is not included. This is reckoned by feme at two millions, but it is 
meft highly probable that it does not produce more than one. We may therefore moft* 
lafely ftate the in'eome of Bavaria at fix millions, of florins, or 6oo,oool.* The revenue 
of the Palatinate on the Rhine amounts 10 about 1,700,000 guilders, or 170,000!. ; and 
that of the countries in the circle of Weftphalia to about 1,500,000, or 150,000!.; lb 
that on the Whole; this court may have a revenue of nine millions of florins, or about 
900,0001. You perceive by this ftatement, that the income from the Ituids on the 
Rhine amounts to fomething more than the half of the revenues of Bavarhii, notwith-. 
itanding that it does not contain one half as m|py inhabitants as Bavam ; but this 
difference, as well as that which the profitable Ba^rian fait occafiorts, is overbalanced 
by the better employment of the abovementioned lands, by more diligent hulbandry^ 
by greater taxes* by more lively trade, and by more profitable dunes of all kinds. 

u Bavaria were as well peopled and cultivated in proportion to its extent as the coun- 
tries 
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tries on the Rhine connefted with it are, it w’ould yield three or four millions of florins 
more. I have told you already, that it contains a fpace of feven hundred and twenty- 
nine I’quare miles. The Palatinate and the dukedoms of Julich and Berg, all togertier, 
hardly contain two hundred and forty fquare miles j but this fpace, which is not a third 
as large as Bavaria, has half as many inhabitants in it, and yields more than half as 
much revenue. 

This dilFcronce arifes, in a great mcafure, from the great attention paid to monks in 
this country ; an attention which muft neceflarily prevent any increafe of population, 
any excefs of knowledge, any induftry, or a’tnorc improved cultivation to the country. 
There are two hundred cloifters in this country, and at Icafl: five thoufand monks. 
Many of thefe clollliers have incomes of 3000I. or 4000I. a year; that of Niederal- 
teich has not lefs than io,oool. per annum. Without exaggerating, one may rate 
the revenue of the cloifters, and other religious foundations of this country, at about 
two millions of florins, or 2oo,cool., which is a third part of the whole income of 
the country. The damage which the monks do the country is mofl notorious. This 
appears with regard to the fanners called hermits, whole cliildrcn they are very aflidu- 
ous to make monks of, becaufe they receive with every one of them, one, two, three, 
or more thoufand florins. 'I'he confequence to the country is, that by this diminution 
of the laborious part of the community, the property remains in too few hands, and the 
country is never above half cultivated. 'I’he country alfo lofes fnmething by the foils 
of the other farmers who arc bred in convents ; for the education given them unfits 
them for every profeflion, but tliofe of idle authors or comedians. — 'J lie propenfity to 
idle life, to fcafting, and beggary, which reigns over all Bavaria, is countenanced and 
fanflioned by the example of the fit priclis. The people envy liicm ftrongly their 
blcfl'ed idlenefs. The jugglery, the brotherhoods, church fcafts, and corner devotions 
of thefe holy quacks, employ the attention of the multitude fo much, tliat they fpend 
ihe third part of their time amongfl; them. — Inlcrelf prompts them to keep the people 
in a (late of ftupidity, and therefore they are conllautly in the field ready to opjjofe, with 
almoll inconceivable fury, every thing which tends to improve and enlighten tlie un- 
derllandir.g. U'hcy alone arc to be thanked for the lliocking wiidnefs of manners which 
appears in Bav.iria. Their cowls contain the cifeiice of cliriilianity and all inor.dity. 
They preach nothing but nuuTes, which arc very profitable to them, tlie rufary, tiie Icii- 
pulaire a;td ridiculous mortification to the body, by whicli means many a blockhead 
has got the name of a faint. The deceived countryman believes, that coufeilion and a 
-mafs, which colls fifteen pence, w ill wipe away the fouled funs, and confiders the telling 
his beads as his mod efl'eutial duty The fccular priclis are as few in number as the 
monks are many. Thefe ought naturally to form the maimers of the country ; but 
they afe held in much lefs veil 'ration than the others, bccaufe their drefs and ajipear- 
anceis not fo extraordinary. In Bavaria, however, they do not deferve more rcl'pect 
than the monks ; for the greater part of them differ from the peafants only by wearing 
black, having a more expenfive table, and a handfouier and better drefl'ed houfe-keeper. 
In other things they are equally lazy, untutored, and ignorant. — Their pariflies are four 
miles in compafs, and produce from four to 600I. per annum. What an advantage it 
would be to the country, if thefe livings were to be divided into five or fix fmaller ones, 
and filled with a better race of holy fliepherds! At the fame time, the monks Ihould 
be prohibited from interpofing in the care of fouls, or what would be rather move ad- 
vantag^/^^jyj, .thopgb not to be expedled under this government, they fliould be extirpated 
altogeti^jW 


If 
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If the eftates of the convents, which formerly belonged to the eleftors, and were 
given away in melancholy moments, were to be re-a(rumed„,and if all foreigners with- 
out fexception were allowed a free exercife of their religion, their national debts would 
be very foon difeharged, and the country immediately put on quite a diflerent appear- 
ance. But Charles Theodore is fo far from being capable of fuch exertions, and is fo 
little acquainted with his own intereft, and with that of his country, as to be founding 
a new convent in the Palatinate on the Rhine, and making a prefent of tlic wealth of 
the extjefuits (another fort of monks) to the knights of Malta. What fliall we fay of 
the private man who is loaded with debts, and yet makes religious foundations ? But 
here no reafoning will apply. 

The overbearing greatnefs of many Bavarian farmers gave rife to fome confidera- 
tions in my mind, which deferve to be farther noticed. I divide the country people 
into three clafles ; ift. Intojhofe whofe properties are too fmall to live by, and who 
muft ferve others to obtain their full maintenance, adly. Into fuch as can depend on 
means fufRcient from their own property. And 3dly, Into thofe who poffafs more 
than is neceflfary for the convenient fupport of a family, and who are called, more or 
lei’s, rich farmers. At firft fight it appears fair enough, that the land-tax fliould be- 
equal for all, and that all fliould pay in proportion to the ground they Iiold ; but it is 
not fo ; on the contrary it is a great political error to make the peafant, who has not 
half fufficient to maintain his family, pay as much in proportion as he wiio has a full coifi- 
petency ; for firft, it is a political axiom, that three or four middling citizens are more va - 
luable to a ftate than one rich one, althoughhis capital may much exceed that of the others; 
and fecondly, though an entirely equal partition of poflTeflions and gold in a ftate, were 
it pollible, would indeed be madnefs ; Hill, under the conviction it is impoffible every 
prudent ruler will condutl: his adminiftration as if it were not fo. The molt unhappy 
countries are thofe in which the greateft riches and the greateft poverty arc to be met 
with at the fame time. Such a ftate catnnot fubfift long : one part of the inhabitants 
muft be del'pots, the other Haves. In the fermentation incidental to, fuch a country, 
perfons really free arc either thrown out or deftroyed.— One over-rich farmer gradually 
fwallows up all the poor in his circuit. lie lends money on the ground of tlic poor, 
feizes the occafion of a barren year to purchafe cheap a little property of his neighbour, 
and when he is not reltrained by feelings of honour, has innumerable artifices to got 
poffeflion of any piece of ground which lies convenient for him. I faw with aftoni!]!- 
ment, in fome republican ftates, how fome rich farmers had found means to difpo)r(?fs 
a whole community, and become the tyrants of the neighbourhood. In monarchies 
the evil is not fo great ; but, however, it is always fufficiently fo to require to be op- 
pofed with every nerve. 

Let us now compare the advantages which a rich farmer can draw from his lands, 
with the advantages refultiiig to a middling, or a poor one. The poo’r man muft fell 
his produce as quickly as pollible, and generally at a low price, becaufe his creditors 
are urgent. The middling one cannot keep the price up long, becaufe he is in dan- 
ger of being obliged to borrow money, and qf lofing by the intereft as much as he 
couid gain by laying by. But the rich one can fpeculate, and feldom bargains at tlie 
low price at which the others are obliged to fell the earnings of their fweat and toil. 
He buys gr^n from the low people round about, or he has previoufly advanced them 
the price of their crops ; they muft therefore let him have it at Iiis own price, apd then 
he raifes the price of grain in the market. By inundations, or hail ftorms, the fmall 
laimcr has often not leed enough for the enfuing year. The piece of ground in courfe 
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lies Tvailc ; and when the rich man pdiTeiTes it, he cultiva^^ it witli double and treble 
profit, and becomes, at the expence of the poor and theft^e, richer richer, UU at 
lafl, often to the great inju^of pcipuladon, a dozen fnull farms are (wallowed up by^tim ; 
the young gentleman, his fon, who is meanwhile i^^ftudy, will not any longer con- 
tinue in the country, but fixes himCelf in town, lets his lands, and adds another in- 
fignificant idler to the ftate. ^ 

Ought not, then, the rich farmer to, contribute foraething more to the (late. In return 
for thofe advantages which he derives from having his property fo i^ch better circum* 
ftanced than that of his neighbours ? ;% 

I conceive it, therefore, highly ju(l that, in the impofition of taxes. Tome relpeS Ihould 
be paid to the different kind and condition of i^rmers. The poor one (hould not pay 
fo much in proportion for a piece of ground as the middling one, nor the latter fo much 
as the rich one. On the contraiy, .the ftate (hould endeavour to relieve the poor one 
till he became as thriving as the middling one, and to prevent the laft from aggrandi- 
zing himfelf to tlie injury of population. I would alfo in my republic, which, like un- 
formed chaos, is yet floating in infinity of fpace, fix fome middle point, and in the lay- 
ing of taxes, make the tax to correlpond with the degree in which theinfcomeof a fingle 
farmer falls fliort of or exceeds this point. For example : — In my republic a thriving 
farmer (hould be one who poffefl'ed land to the amount of fix thoufand florins of pro- 
perty. Thus every one who had under four thoufand florins of capital, Ihould pay one per 
cent ; he who varied between four or five to fix thoufand dollars, two per cent ; he who 
poffeffed more, three per cent. ; and whoever poffefl'ed the double of fo much, (hould 
pay four per cent, for all that was above the middle point. Thus, in purchafing a piece 
of ground, the poor would have a juft advantage over a middling farmer, and the mitU 
dlingone over the rich. It is true, my officers would have occafion for more arirhme* 
tic, and it would be necefl'ary to run a little more up and down j — but leave me to 
take care of that, when I have once got roy ilate upon a fore ground and eftablifti- 
ment. 

To return now to our * Bavaria, you can very eafily and clearly ima^ne to yourfelf 
how far it is from being what it might be made. If the debts were paid off, the num- 
ber of fobjefls and quantity of income would enable the eleftor to keep a (landing army 
of forty or fifty or fifty thoufand men j and could, as things now are, if thefe parts 
of his poffellions were as well cultivated as the country on the Rhine, increafe them to 
fixty thoufond, and command high refped fronuhis mightieft neighbours. When his 
foccelTor comes to the government, the refources will (till be granted by the acceffioii 
of the dutchy of Deux-Pomts, andpolfibly alfo the ftate occonomy will be better. 

LETTER XIIL 

■ Saltzburg. 

THE way from Munich here is very dull. It lies through a vaft plam, only here and 
there broken by gentle elevations. Tkp many dark woods, the miferableand thin fcat- 
tered peafantry, the wane of towns, and the continual dread of robbers, make one haften 

* The many projefts which the author has formed for Bavaria, gave him a right to call the one made by 
him his Bavaria. In the ytar i7aj.o an Auilrian general made frequent ufe of the expreifion,’ Notre Baviere. 
A French officer, who was treating with him for an exchange of prifoners, heard him a long time, and 
at laft faid, “ Moftficur, nous avons une chanfon dont k rrjrem tjl: ^anil j'al lien hu, tout ia terre eft a 
wot,* , 
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out of Bava f? > as quickly as poffible. For fe'Wnteen long German miles there is no 
place of note^hpt the dark Waflerburg, ^which Hands on one of the barren fand*hills, 
thrtibgh. which the river Inn wm(i& ' . Kt. ' 

When you come to the frontii^ of Saltzburg things mend. The pro^edls are more 
varied, the habitations of the peafants appear neater, and the cultivation of the country 
improves. A^out half a mile from this town there is one of the prettiefl: profpefts f 
have ever met with. Conceive tp yourfelf a vaft t^hitheatre ; the back ground of 
the ^dure is occupied by high rocks lifting up thei^iPads to heaven. Some of them, 
which are rather On the fide, are in the lhape of pyriil^s. ^ Thefe vaft mafles terminate 
by degrees in wooded mountains to the back, and M beautiful and cultivated hills to the 
fide of the profpeft. Precifely in the midft of tWs feene ftands the town, iBhich is 
commanded by the caftle ftanding on a high rock. The river Saltz gives the mixed land- 
fcapes Hill more life. Here and there it fpreads itfelf our, and its banks in many places 
are Ihaded with deep hanging woods. 

The country about this town forms a fti iking contrail with the barren, defolate wilds 
of Munich. It is indeed very ftriking, and exhibits a matchlefs and admirable union of 
nature and art. The ftream divides itfelf into two unequal parts. To the weftward, 
where the greateft part of the town lies, there rifes on the wide plain a high, round, fteep 
and hard rock, which has the caftle as a crown on in The river winds along by the 
foot of this rock, and at a fmall diftance from it, there rifes a mountain of foft ftonc di* 
re&ly perpendicular on both fides, and about one hundred feet high. Upon this natural 
wall, which is much higher than the higheft houle of the town, there grows a thick 
wood, in the midft of which are feveral plantations. Through the part of the wall 
where it is only fixty feet broad, they have cut a handfome paflSge, On the other fide 
of the river, there is the moft romantic rock ever feen. It is a kind of naked wall, 
which ftretches along the plain from the river for three miles, and is five hundred feet 
high. I cannot better deferibe the peculiarity of this fituation to you, than by bidding 
you conceive the town as the centre of a fetni-circle of hills, the two parts of the river as 
Icmi'diameters, and this wall as a radius of the circle. 

The town iilclf is very handfome — the houles are high,"and built all of ftone. The 
roofs of the houfes are in the Italian tafte, and you may walk out upon them. The ca- 
thedral is the handfomeft building I have feen fince I left Paris. It is built of freeftone, 
and is an imitation of St. Peter’s at Rome. The portico is of marble, and the whole is 
covered with copper. Before the nprtico there is a large quadrangular place, with 
arches and galleries, in which is the Piince’s refidencc» and the abbey of St. Peter. * la 
the middle of this place there is a ftatue of the Virgin in Bronze j it is fine, but of an 
unnatural fize. There arc large areas, encompaffed with handfome buildings, on both 
fides of the church. In the middle of that which is to the left, there is the moil mag- 
nificent fountain of marble I ever faw, and fome valuable figures of gigantic fize. There 
IS likewife a fountain in that to the right, but it is not to be compared with the former 
one, and <he Neptune of it makes but a very pitiful figure. This town contains many 
more excellent buildings and fiatutes, which repiin^ you that the borders of Italy are 
not far diftant. * 

As for as I know of the inhabitants, they appear very focial, open, and lively, and 
uncommonly attached to ftrangers. Until I Hull get better acquainted with tl^em, I 
mull give you an account of fome excurfions I made into feveral parts of Bavaria, in my 
way from Munich. . ^ 

Freyfingen, an epifcopal refidence, though not ill built, is on the whole a miferable 
little place. Ifconfills folely of monks, {trumpets, a few melancholy ftudents, and poor 
,VOJ.. VI# c mechanics. 
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mechanics. The prince’s caftle is pleafemly fituated upon the fide of a nl^uftt^'n, 
which it commands a delightful profpeck over great part of Bavaria* and ^-ipooniaini 
of "J yrol and Saltzburg. | 9 "he bifliop’s poireflions lie' fcatt^ed throt^h ^varia^jarm 
Aullria, * His income may perhaps amount to 3p,ooai?:^rins, or''3ooa\. a yeafi^ and ho 
keeps his lord ‘high fteward, his mafter of the hounds, liis counfellprs, his body guards, 
his mufic, and his cook and butler, which two lalt have undoubtedly the moft to do. 

From Freyfingen I travelled pn ip Katilbon, a dark, melancholy, und very large 
town, which you know is the fe|| of the diet, and contains about twguty-two thoufand 
inhabitants. I really do not knd^^what to fay to you about it, exQ^t that the bridge 
over the Danube is a very heavy one, which was built by the Devil, aiid that I met with 
very g<!)bd quarters at the White Lamb, the mafter of which is the civileft and moft ac- 
commodating landlord that I have yet found in Germany. One would imagine the 
number of envoys from t!ie dilTcrent princes of the empire who are conftantly refident 
here, would give life to the place j but you cannot think how dead every thing is. If 
it were not for the prince of Thurn and Taxis, the Emperor’s principal commiflary, and 
poft-maftcr-general of the empire, you would not believe the town to be the feat of the 
diet. But this gentleman, whofe income is about four hundred thoufand florins, or 
4o,ocol. per annum, gives operas, comedies, w'ild-beaft baitings, balls, and fire-works. 
He is indeed a very worthy perfon, and does honour to his place by his greatnels of 
mind and noble way of thinking. I'his gentleman may be faid to do the honours of the 
diet in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word ; for the reft of the Arabafladors are forced to live 
very ccconomically, on account of the fmallnefs of their incomes. Many of them go 
about in hackney-coaches. As every thing that is for their ufe conies into the city duty . 
fijee, the people of the place make heavy complaints of their fervants for carrying on 
a large contraband trade. Indeed they conceive that what they lofe by this, is inor^ 
than an equivalent for what they gain by the diet in other refpe£ts. 1 he fad is, tliat 
the Ambaftadors from the greateft powers, who have large incomes, and feem to be paid 
for holding great ftale, hold none} and as the other minifters regulate themfelves by 
iheir example, one may be fevcral weeks in town without being fenfible that^he diet is 
aflemblcd. Our Ambaffador is one of the foreigners who is moft eminently diftinguilhed 
for his knowledge. Both he and the fecretary to the embafly, Mr. Heriflant, the I'on 
of a bookfcller at Paris, are particularly well acquainted with German politics, and alfo- 
with German literature. 

■ The bufinefs of the diet is vei'y tedious. This is owing to the prevalence of party on 
all ’great occafions, and the jealoufy which the fireat powers entertain of each other} 
for the forms according to which bufinefs is done, are in thehifelves very fimple. The 
diet confifts of three colleges, to wit, the eledorate, that of the prince’s, and that of the 
college of the ftates. The two firft are called the higher colleges, though they have no 
eflential pre-eminence over the other in the common bufinefs of the diet. All thefe 
colleges affemble in a hall, to receive the Emperor’s propofitiqns } thence they retire 
into three feparate chamber’s, where the votes of each other are colieded, in a manner 
well calculated for the purpofe. The majority, decides in each chamber as td the rules 
of that chamber, and fo does the majority of the three colleges as to the determination 
of the whole. When the three colleges are unanimous, it is called a conclufion of the 
diet, and is laid before the Emperor, or his principal commifTary, as a judgment of the 
diet. 'When one college diflers from the two others, its conclufions are tranfraitfed to 
the Emperor. The relblutions agreed on are immediately executed, and at the couclu- 
fion of diet, are entered among the decrees of the empire. 


The 
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Th« eWteftl college, befides^he advantage ^ naturalljr derives from the fmall nom- 
bar of votewitt it, whofe decifions are ftill or as much weight as thofe of the other two, 
has« great addifional influence from the circumftancfe of t% five fecular members of it 
having near twenty votes in the ttollege of princes. Since the death of the laft elcftor 
of Bavaria, it confifts but of eigitt voices; the elcftor and Archbiihop of Mentz is the 
prcfident. It is not yet fettled who is to have the dccifive voice in cafe of an equality j 
but as this is an event to be /?xpe£tod,dt is thought that there will foon be a ninth eleftor 
chofen from the houfe of Wirtcml)org or Ilene'CafTeh The only « bftacle is the jea- 
loufy of foine ofihe eleftoral houfes, left the Emperor fliould propofe one of his own 
dependants. 

In the college of princes there are in all one hundred votes, of which thirty-three are 
ccclefiaftical, fixty-one fecular, and fix colleQive. Thefe laft confift of the two benches 
of prelates and abbefles, namely, the Suabian and Rhenilh, and of the four colleges of 
the counts of the empire, namely, the Wetteravian, Suabian, Weftphalian and Fran* 
conian. Each college of counts, and each bench of prelates, has one vote. There are 
twenty members on the bench of Suabian prelates, and nineteen on that of the Rhenifli 
ones. The Wetteravian college of counts has ten members, the Suabian twenty, the 
Franconian fixteen, and the Weftphalian thirty-four. There are many counts of the 
empire who are not included in this number, bccaufe though they have been raifed to 
the dignity of count, they have not yet taken their feat at the diet. Other feats are 
vacant, becaufe the lands they are attached to have fallen into greater houfes, the mafters 
of which confider the privilege of voting as counts, as flender and inconfiderable. The 
college of princes has this privilege peculiar to it, that one houfe can have many votes } 
thus the prefent Elcflor Palatine has feven votes, and his fucceffor, the Duke of Deux- 
Fonts, will have eight; the King of Pruffia has five, and after the death of the prefefit 
Prince of Anfpach and Bareith, will have feven ; the Eleftor of Brunfwick has five. 
This arifes from the rank of principality in the empire being vefted in the property, not 
in the perfon ; fo one perfon may pofiefs feveral properties, each of which feparately 
claims his title of principality. Auftria and Saltzburg take it by turns to prefide over 
this college, the one one day, and the other the next. The Archbiihop of Befancon, 
and the King of Sardinia, as Duke of Savoy, have for a long time left off fending mini& 
ters to the diet, fo the college of princes confifts now only of ninety-dght votes. The 
college of the ftates confifts of fifty-one, and is divided into two, namd)^, the Suabian 
and Rheniih. On the firft there are thirty-feven, and on the other fourteen feats. The 
ftate in which the diet is held has the direflion. 

The imperial court has a great influence in all the three colleges. The three eccieii. 
aftical eledlors have been almoft conftantly creatures of the Emperor, who fpares neither 
gold, threats, nor promifes, to infpire the canons of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, in 
the choice of a new archbiihop. Formerly our court ufed the fame methods of acquir- 
ing influence in the ei^pire j but that channel is now flopped up for eVer, by the vigi. 
lance ancfaflivity of the court of Vienna. The Emperor {has the fame weight in the 
princes’ college. Almoft all the ecclcfiaftical princes are his true fons. Tlie chapter 
■of Luttoch is the only one, in modern times, «9hich has dared to withiland the Empe- 
ror’s influence in the elcdion of the fovercign. Bciides thefe means of gaining influ- 
ence, it has aivyays been the maxim of the imperial court to raife the members of the 
herc<jitary dominion, who poifeiTed the finalleit fief in the empire, to the dignity of 
princes, in order to infure them a feat and a vote in th^diet. Jt is thus that the houfes 
of Lobkowits, Dieteichftein, Schwarzenberg, Lichtenftein, Auerfberg, and Thurn* have 
been introduedi into the college, in fpite of the proteftations of all the old princes, 

® * merely 
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^nteselVtto llrtiAgthen the,' influence of the ho^e of Adtria. T!)«| iTIkes (kElfllMdwg 
vjli^jybngd'^e oldet p*rincc^$ but a$ "by fdr thp greateft parfrofAheii' pofteffionsHoiii 
.^^reditary lands of Au^a, ahey are almoftiOtaliy dependant on the court ^ Vioi^ 

• Many odiens of the old homes, ^joH account of the fituation of theif properties alwadbere 
to the KmpeHr, who from one caufe or other, nfeybe fuppoTed to be fecureor half tbe^ 
votes to carry whatever he has a mind Ihould be carried. * . In the college towns he 
rules itiraod without control ;->fqr as^efe afe almoft ail ci^compafibd by niAl powerful 
princes,* they require the particular proteftion of the court of Vicnqji to prevent their 
being totally cruflied. » 

I'owerlul as the Emperor’s influence may be under fuch circumftances, ftill the ftates 
find means ‘to counterjift the ftream, and interrupt its force. Mably has juftly obferved, 
in his remarks on the hiftorypf fftmee, that if you confider the empire as compofed of 
independent ftates, who have leagued with each other for mutual defence, one coul^ not 
devilc wifer regulations than they have inftituted to fecure their liberty from internal 
ufurpers. The definition of the conftitution of the empire, “ It is a confufion preierv- 
ed by God’s omnipotence, *” is a juft one as long as the empire is erroneoufly confi* 
dered as a fingle felf-fubfifting ftate ; but if you view it, thSt is, as an alTembly of many 
free ftates, who have knit thea||^ves together by a certain political fyftem, one ihalldif. 
cover in place of confufion, a great deal of order ; and inftcad of unmeaning connexion, 
a great deal of prudence and forefight. The dam which I have mentioned to you, is 
that law which provides, that “ the majority in the imperial colleges fhould not be deci- 
five, either in religion or tbofc matters in which the ftates could not be confidered as 
one body, or where the catholics were of one, and the proteftants of another opinion.” 
In thefe cafes the colleges divide into parties, and however fmall in number one party 
may be, its decree is held equal totthe other more numerous one. Religion alone gave 
rife to this law ; but in latter times the genius of politics has made good ufe of it, and 
all the catholics who arencceflarily dependant on the Emperor’s court, hiive found it of 
fervice for a fmaller number of proteftants to be able to oppofe the Emperor. Since the 
power of the King of Pruflta has got fo aftonifhingly high, he is at the head of the pro- 
teftant party, although Saxony has the apparent government of it, and he protefts often 
very vehemently againft things in which religion is not in the Icaft concerned. 

From Munich 1 went to Infpruck, and from thence into the Tyrol. I will referve 
what IJiave to fay on that fubjeft till its proper place, which will be when 1 come to the 
Auftriim territories ; befides this letter is already of the proper length. 

LETTER XIV. 

Saltzburg. 

IT was with great pleafure that I wandered over this romantic countr}^, and at one 
rime ftanding on fome iramenfe peak I viewed under me the clouds, towered on clouds, 
boundlcfs plains, innumerable lakes, rivers, and brooks, vailies of tremendqi^s depth, 
and the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, with the fenfations which are peculiar to fuch 
heavenly regjqgs. Sometimes I take m^cabode in the deep hanging brow of a mountain, 
in a Ihepherdete’s hut, who dwells the whole fummer through with her flocks in this 
ftibterreftrial region, and is vifited only by her lover, who clambers up two or throe 
miles of the mountains to her, fome wild-goat huntsr, or by chance fome ftrayed knight 
likcmyfelf} there I liv^ a day like an ancient patriarch on milk and cheefe, count the 
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tliiAvming aiTembles rovi0 the hot, at, the found of | tnd which W 

thfimotnel»‘I can thijSc are my own, fleep upoYi a heap of hay %r more tnmio^hin 
you «poa your hypochondriac down be4, and thten enjoy beauties of the 
with aftflfury and delight, \^hich^ operas, comedies, ^^Is, 'and all the ufuat fi|^CEs of 
' entertainment, you muft lOokforinvtdn. Sometimes I’.vifit a lake, in tl||jh bofom of a 
high motmflb'n, which charms my fight ftill-more, if at break of day I find it mantled 
over with s^^ift. Then with greater pleafnre, I J^iirvey the rifing fun drive, and ch(pei-fe 
the mifl; into the valley, and the gilded mountafti’tops emerging high above it, now the 
wind by degrees Slifeovers the lake like a niirrour, and the mill, like a night fpeSre, 
creeps through the interftices of the mountain into fome neighbouring cliffs. Then I 
make a little voyage in a hollowed tree, which heri muft do the fervice of a Ihip, and 
breakfaft on exquifite butter and honey, in fome iltflghbouring pcafant’s houfe, and 
Imilewhcu I think of you, who are fitting at your tea.table in your learned night- 
gown, and critic night-cap, fwallowing with your tea, fome as watery ftale produc- 
tion of the day, and from all that rol-gul ftufl’, get fwelled and puffed with win^ which 
you vainly endeavour to difpel by rliubarb, and all the preparations of your medicine 
cheft. 

The part which is towards the town has the appearagteof an immenfc pyramid ; but 
it ftretches backwards into a rock, which is a niilelon^and takes fix or feven hours to 
walk round. A common traveller will reach the top in five hours, but the goat hunters, 
who climb like cats, do it in three, 'latere is a profpeft from it over all Bavaria, and 
yo’i may reckon nine lakes in fight. The moft charming part of the profpefl, is the 
principality of Ilcrchtoldfgaden, which lies to the fouth of the mountain, and confifts of 
a woody wall encompafl'ed round with vaft heights of the moft piclurefquc granatc. 
Amongft them the Watzman is diftinguiflted by its perfefldy conical appearance. The 
appearance of the lakes around the dark woods have an unfpeakably fine effedf. The 
profped into fome of the neighbouring valhes of Saltzburg, is, not lei's beautiful. 

This mountain feems a ptnoof of the truth of the fyftem taken up byMr. Buffon, with 
regard to, mountains. It confifts of a mafs of granatc, worked into the foil, in the decli- 
vities and depths of which, here and there fand and chalk-ftone lie as if floated in water. 
The lower parts of the mountain are well wooded, and it has fome very good mines of 
red and white marble. From one of thefe mines there is a fine profpefl:,of the town j 
at fome diftance from them, in a wide gap of the mountain, there is a very remarkable 
water fall. A rapid ftream (which in Ipring when the fnow b(>gins to melt, muft be 
much larger than it is now) breaks out from a cleft of the rock ; which you enter by 
means of fome artificial fteps. In the cleft, where one Olivers with cold, you hear in*the 
infide of a niountein a dull rumbling like far diftant thunder. Probably the mountain 
has fome lake in its bofom, into which the fnow and rain water precipitating from above, 
occafion the noife. There is not a doubt but this internal body of water muft in time 
prove deftrudtive to the mountain. The tradition of the country is, that the Emperor 
Charles the Great and his whole army, are confined and fhut up in this mountain until 
Doorafday, and will continue till then amufing themfelves with this terrible noife. On 
a ^rtain day of the year, about midnight, thf’Emperor is to be feen with his train of 
minifters and generals, going in proceflion to the cathedral of Saltzburg. Were it not 
that you are fo well acquainted with the wonders to be met in the Sierra Moren^at the 
mouth of the Quadiana, I could b»y before you a legally attefted account of wizards, 
whofe white bevds by length of time, have grown ten or twenty times about the table 
on which they lie fleeping in the mountain, and of hermits a thoufand years did, who 
have led ftrayed goat-hunters through fubterraneous paffages, and Ihewn them fairy 
palaces of gold and precious ftones. From the cleft whence the fpirit of the great 

Charles 
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ffi vritk i^ght, the AreEtn prceipitEtes itfrlf with a loud 
jcaJcMcs dowi) the deep and ns^row |;ully whictvit feeins to have d^jg 
wmiD the Surd marble, 'fiere and there it has hollowed put bafons of ma^le by Im 
which power of art could have given a better polifh to. Indeed d^|||^,are fo 
nic^y confti^^ei^l) that the lovers of antiquity in the neighbourhood have ^jj^ally been 
at the pains to prove that they are ancient baths. Quite below, at the foot ^ the nioun- 
tan. Behind a iiiill, the fall prefi^ntsasnofl: pifturelque appearance. It is not very high 
at thfi p6int, but very Angular, becaufe the water is divided into'innumcrable threads, 
which crofs each other in fuch varied and ftrange ways amidd the fragments of the rod; 
which have fallen from above, that no imagination can devile a cafeade fo fanciful and 
capricious. Here on the detached rocks are fmall pine-trees, which infinitely increale 
the beauty of the feene. The water of this ftream is fo cold, that you could not hold 
your hand in it ten feconds ; and yet in the greatefl: fwcjt and pcrfpir.ition, you may 
drink as much as you plcafe, without the fmallefi danger, as you digeft it as ealily 
as jur. ' When I am pcrfedly faint, I do not know a better cordial than this water. 

Thatpart of the principality of Saltzburg which lies to the north of thecapital, is likewife 
very mountainous, but it produces fuflicient grain for the fnpport of its inhabitants. But 
about fix miles from the towifjiUhere is a long narrow valley which ftrctchcs itfclf firll 
fome miles fouthward and then wefiward, is bounded by vafi mountains, is w'atered by 
the river Saltza, conftitutes the greatefl: part of the principality, but fcarcely bears one 
third part of the neceflary grain. The entrance to this valley is called the Pafs of Lueg 
or Luhk, a word which in low Dutch and Englifii fignifiesAof, and anfwers to the Wa.ch 
tower of many Imperial towns and territories. This pafs is a deep narrow hollow be« 
tween naked, fulpended, perpendicular rocks of granate, which hang over on each fide, 
rife to an enormous height, and through which the Saltza pours with great impetuofity. 
Above the river they have cut a path in the rock, and there is a gate with hardly room 
enough for a Angle carriage to pafs, protefled by a battery, fo that a few people here 
.could withftand a whole army. The other approaches to this valley are equally well 
guarded, and nature feems to have fortified it as well as Wales. 

Befides this large valley there are fevcral leffer ones adjoining, which belong to this 
principality. They are of the fame nature as the other, and the inhabitants of them live 
chiefly by Iffeeding cattle. In many pLnccs you may find very rich farmers, who own from 
fixtyto fourfeore head of great catile. They export fome cheefe and butter, but not near fo 
much as they might do, il the inhabitantswereas indulhious, frugal, and difpofed for trade 
as the S v\ ifs. Befides horned cattle they alfo breed great numbers of horfos which are 
very ftrong, and are exported to great diflances for the purpofes of heavy burden and 
di aught ; theii fhape is not handfomc ; their heads are loo thick, and their hind quar- 
ters too high ; but I remember well to have fecn in fome towns on the Rhine, a fiiigle 
Saltzburg horfe ^rawing a weight of forty quintals, and a very heavy cart befides from 
the river to the town. The farmers ufe them to hard labour at three years old, and 
this is the caufe why they foon become fliff, and cannot ferve lor coach horfes. I’he 
Emperqr gave twelve pounds for one foj his artillery. The dominion.s which this prince 
lias in CaiTtheni are, in point of natural advantages, much the fame as thcfi. ; but what 
‘le poflefles in Aullria is too inconfidcrable to be mentioned. Upon the whole, this 
;ountry draws near the half of its neceffary corn from Bavaria. 

The pcafant of this cesyntry cannot content hiinfdf with cheefe and potatoes, as the 
5wifs docs ; but muft always have his meat, which, however fat it may be*, he confiantly 
lips in hog’s lard. He inufi: have an abundance of good bread, beer and brandy, 
'onfidering the natural fituation of the country, this tod expenfive mode of living would 
lake them the pooreil: people in Europe, if the extravagance was not counterbalanced 

by 
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tw ^'diiiu#^»dl 3 inirabie oecoaotny in other rcfpe^i^. The $aHzh^£f<|)e|^i^|»M, 
to loot ; crer||Famil^ weaves a fort of coarlh dirk clo^^ 
w^l «hy). they grow and prepare themfelves. ' They alfo make their owii fljtees 'OTii' 
ftockii^^ Their drefs is by thefe means cleanly, fimptc, and graceful. Witli*!!! this* 

‘ Jthe equlm^ tetween the income and expenditure of the country is chiefly fc«|)t up by the 
mines. 

The falt-^l>orks at Hallein are without cortiparifon the moft confiderable. The inter- 
nal part of this mountain, which is about four miies diftant from this ^lace, confifts of 
cryltals of fait, mixed with a great deal of earth. In order to clean it, they dig brge 
hollow chambers within-fide, and fill them with water, which wafln’s the fadt, and lets 
the earth imk to the bottom. The water thus impregnated is conveyed into pans and* 
boiled off. In courfe of time the chambers fill of themfelves again with fait, and the 
treafure is incxhaulUble. One of thefe chambers, when it is lighted up, makes one of 
the prcttiell lights in the world. Conceive to yourlclf a hall about a hundred feet 
' fquare, the walls and ground of which arc coinpoled of cryftals of every earthly colour, 
and which refleft the light fo wonderfully that you would think yourlelf in fotne en- 
chanted palace In order to carry on this work, the w'ood of the forefts along the 
Saltza and otner rivers is floated down them. This mapperhaps in time put a flop to 
it, for the fmall woods arc already vifibly thinner. 

From the unfavourable fituation of this country, it cannot ufe the whole of this trea- 
fure for itfelf, but is obliged to give up the moll part to foreigners. All the country 
round is cither Auftrian or Bavarian. The firft have fait fufficient for their own ufe, 
and all importation of foreign fait is prohibited. On the other hand, the Bavarian fait- 
work at Katilbon is fo proJuftivc, that it not only provides fufficient for that country, 
but alfo can aflord a confiderable quantity to foreigners. In confequence of all this, 
the iVrchhifh' ps of Saltjsburg have round themfelves obliged to enter into an agreement 
with the D'lkcs of Bavaria, in virtue of which, thefe take a certain quantity of fait every 
year, at a very moderate price, and furnifh Switzerland and Suabia with it. By this 
means the fait trade of Saltzburg is properly in the hands of Bavaria, who gain full , 
three times as much by it as the princes of Saltzburg. The value of the fait which Ba- 
varia ffipulates to take yearly, amounts to about 200,000 florins, or 2o,oool. What is 
difpofed of in the country itfelf, or carried into Auftria clandeftinely, makes on the 
whole about 350,000 florins, or 35,000!. of w'hich two thirds may be clear gain. 

The gold and filver mines of this principality make a great figure in the geography of 
Germany ; butcompar.d with the falt-works are not worth mentioning. In the regift 
ters of the cuftom-houle I have feen the entry of all the gold, filver, iron, copper, and 
other mines or pits, on an average of the laft ten years : the prince’s clear gain from all 
his works, wao about 65,000 florins, or 6500I. a year. He works them almoft all him- 
felf ; for fome years paft he has loft in digging a gold mine in the neighbourhood of 
Gaftcin, about 30,000 florins, or 2000I. a year, which fie has ventured, in the trea- 
cherous hope of being rewarded in time with a rich fpoil, and partly that the valley 
where it is dug, whofe inhabitants live lolely by thefe works, may not become a wafte.. 
The iron here is brittle, and in no great requefti’ The prince has allb a brafs manu- 
fadory on his own account, but the calamine neceflary for it grows every day more fcarce 
in the country. 

Mr. Bufehing fays, in his account of Germany, that he »* learns from good autho- 
rity, iliai the income of the archbifhop amounts to four millions of florins,” or 4oo,®oo!. 

M the pi, nee would make me his farmer-general, 1 durft hardly offer him 1,200,000 
florins, or iao,octol. for his whole revenue. I am pretty confident tfut the taxes, tolls, 
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in which 1 inclucie the produce of the mine|$f 
’^^I^IMM!)^v* 6 pip^o& l 93 nns» or ()o,odbL The exd^lcuftoms, and other OtxeslKviedi 
^tn^ec^tai; together wiA tl» |)rtace'sbreM)lefies,*rauft bring in 435,000 more %■ 
* 43,J^oc4. bel^e I coilld clear ahy thirig by my contrad. %|| 

■"i’he extern of the country is eftimated at fhro hundred and forty GernfflrTquare 
niUcs,^ There are only feven or eight toWhs,«fome of which are not to be compared 
with h Suabian ylllage. The total T^jfnJ)er of inhabitants is computed at Hlfo hundred 
abd ftfty thfeulanB, of which the capita contains fourteen thoufand. There is only one 
manufadure in the whole country, which: is a fqiall one at Hallein for cotton ftockings, 
and hight.^aps. Sjnee there has been a good road made to Triefte, Saltzburg carries 
bn a confiderable trade iii Ipices and drugs, w ith which it fupplics a great part of Bava- 
ria. 1 ho roads through thi!i%nountainous country are in general very good. Noiwith- 
Itanding here and there you pafs on wooden bridges hung by chains over feme di^adful 
abyfles, the hcavieft carriages have nothing to fear, except perhaps the being overfet by 
a violent blaft of wind, or being covered by a fall of fnow in fpring. On my journey to 
the bath at Gaftein, one of the wildefl regions of this country, I faw all that was poflible 
to be done to render the moft dreadful abyfles and fteepeft rocks paflable. In this jour- 
ney I faw alfo one of the moft remarkable water-falls which 1 ever met with. A powerful 
ftream precipitates itfelf almoft from the clouds, upon a rock beneath, ■ which rifes a 
hundred feet high above the tvay, and thence fo flrongly recoils in an arch, that a tra- 
veller who pafl'es under this arch is not in the leaft wet. In front this fall cannot be feen, 
becaufe it is too -narrow, and the oppofite rock is too ftcep ; but a little diftaqce off, 
when viewed from the fide it prefents a moft extraordinary afpeft.' 


LETTER XV. 

’ Saltzburg, 

1 AM a lover of mountain fccneS, and by no means one of thofe whofe feelings 
jiiare only to be excited by what is nlbnflrous, who love ftrong emotions, becanfe they 
are cotnmonly inl'cnfiblc to the gentler afleftions, and who feek for fatisfaction from bar- 
ren rocks, from boundlefs^plains of ice and fnow, becaufc by intemperate ufe of the 
joys wlftch milder regions prefent, they are dilgufted with them. To me the moft uni- 
fonn plain is variety enough, to keep my heart in that degree of warmth, and my fenfes 
within the limits which are neceflary for the uninterrupted enjoyment of nature. I em- 
brace the tree which fuddenly affords me a fhade, after I have long wandered through a 
barren and level fpot. 'Fhe mofs upon a heath allures me, and the rivulet which fieals 
through fonie nnextenfive meadow, interefts me fufliciently without thenoifeof awaier- 
fa!l. I am however, impartial enough to do all juftice to the mountaiii views, and allow 
them, in refppcl to heaifty, the preference over the plains. The pulR; of nature beats, 
ftronger here, twery thing difcovers more life and energy, every thing more loudly and 
emplwlically f|!laks an almighty PdVv'er at work. The ftream which, witlvout knowing 
tlie path it muft purfue, meanders flowly through the plain, nifhes through the moun- 
'tains and grows impetuous in itstouiv'e ; the motion of tlic clouds, the revolutions of 
the Iky, and the peals of thunder are all more ftrong and animated. The vallies in the 
fair feafon of the fear, are filled with finer perfumes of flowers and herbs than thofe of 
the plains, whofe fotys not fo fit to preferve theit radical moifture, and where their ex- 
halations are diflipatM more widely in the air. Nature here is more varied and infinitely 
morepidurefim. Of her diflerent lhades, an inhabitant of the plaih can form no con* 
cepdoh, but f|pf the cohtraft, they ill, even the fmalleft features of them, appear more 
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■fliiklag anfii^engaging. Here at^nce nature prefents the peeoHarities ^'^ery 
and the moft different climates. As long as the fummer lafts, in the bottom of the vjtt- 
ley the^i^'of Africa is felt ; in the middle of the mountain you enjoy the moderate 
remperiTOltfe of fpring ; and the top reminds you of Siberia. And how vil'ious are the 
forms, chain! and heaps of mountains and hills ! 

Man I'efembles his foil, unlefs education and fociety change him. The peafant of 
this country bears the ftamp of nature upon hiih. His movements are quick, like the 
ilream in his wood ; he is boiftcrous in his pallions, like the atmofphere ; he breathes 
ftrong as the oak which (hades him ; and is faithful, firm and true as the rock which 
bears his hut. I'he life and variety of /he feenes which nature offers him, render his 
head richer in conceptions, and his heart warmer than it would be if he dwelt upon an 
uniform plain, and gave himfelf up to nature as he does here. His difiance from jjO- 
pulous places, and the fcattered fituation of the huts, which give him few opportunities 
for diftra£lion from his own concerns, preferve his manners pure, difpofe him tq reflec- 
tion, and make him more attentive to his own proper bufinefs. In his make, ihe ex- 
preffion of his countenance, his geftures and language, he has greatly the advantage of 
the Bavarian peafant. 1 regret inceffantly that my want of fufficient (kill in the provin- 
cial dialeff prevents my communing with thefe mountaineers, fo agreeably as I wi(b to 
do. The unfpeakablc opennefs of heart which they (hew, their frequent inflances of 
good-will and affeflion, together with the good humour and native pleafautry legible in 
their looks, endear them at firft fight to every friend of humanity. Many of them (fill 
wear Jong beards, and thofe in the remoter parts ihou every body, even their princes. 
The difeafe of the throat is not uncommon with them, though it be not fo prevalent as 
fome travellers choofe to report it. In general they are a handfome fet of people. 

The diminution made in the population and agriculture or thefe lands, by the emi- . 
gration of the proteftants about fifty years ago, is not yet recovmd. In this mailer* 
piece of bad government, thewcaknefs of a prince, and thefelfilh treachery of a minif- 
ter, were beyond meafure confpicuous. I have read over the papers which give an ac* , 
count of this wonderful event, to my great edification. Thofe are much deceived who 
aferibe the caufe of this extraordinary commotion to religious principles, propagated in 
thefe mountains at the time of the reformation. From the writings before me, it ap- 
pears that very few had any di(lin£l idea of the Aug(burg or Helvetian confeflions of 
faith. Thefe may poffibly have contributed fomething j but moft of thefe new protef- 
tanis became fo through refledion and difeourfes among themfelves, the caufes of which 
were furnilhed by maxims feleded from catholic fermons and religious books. Had 
they been allowed unlimited freedom of religion in the country, they certainly would 
have founded an intire new fed, which would have had little refemblance to either 
Calvinifm or Lutheranifm. Moft of thofe who were heard judicially in their own de- 
fence, anfwered the (jueftion, “ Whether they would confels to the Lutheran or the 
Catholic church ?” diredly, ** No, to neither of them. We believe* btft not whst our 
countrymen believe, but keep ourfelves merely to the fcriptqres." Many circumftances, 
with which theceformers of the fixteenih centut^ had no concern, occasioned a fort 
of rebellion of men’s underftandings. Pcafants and mechanics became preachera in 
their own houliK, or under ibme tree in a fequeftered place. In Short, we nuift do 
thefe people the honour to fay, they were almoft entirely their own teadters. It was 
when they we»e obliged to feek foreign protedion from the opprdBon of thdr.own 
lords, and enter into treaty whh the iCing of Pruffia, that they declared themfelves of a 
fed, which, by the treaty of Weftphaiia, was privileged in the etnphe, afid tl^ did it 
tiecaufe no other means could have fecured them from total of^remmu 

V®L. VI. H 


The 



RtCSBCCK'r TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 

Tfee archbithop of that time was a good man, who truly loved his fubj^s, and tdid 
eYery thing poflible, according to his judgment, to guide them in the ftrawht path^o 
happinefs. He fent capuchins as miffionaries into the mountains, whofe cttpwhms and 
beards, how^r cuuld get no hold on men whofe underftandings were awa^^i. He 
prayed incefl'antly for the converfion of his ftrayed flieep, and fpared neither gold nor 
kind' words to recover them back tojieaven. The lofs of fo many fouls was far more 
grievous to him than the departure of fo many poor from the culture of his lands, and 
the confequent diminution of his income. 

His chancellor, however, viewed things in a quite different light. He had calculated 
what benefits he could derive to himfelf by thg emigration of fo many thoufand inhabit 
tants, and the fale of fo many effates. He made ufe of the wcaknefs of his prince, on 
this moft plaufible occaiion, to fill his own purfe. He reprefented to him how dange* 
rous it was for the fafety of his yet right-believing fubjefts, to permit heretics to dwell 
among jhem; Taking advantage of the following anfwer made by one of the adherents 
to the new doftrine to a neighbour, who bad given him great provocation : “ Stay only 
till the King of Pruflia’s fix thoufand men draw near ; we lhall itrike all your heads oft'. 
He is another kind of monarch than the archbilhop, and be is already on his march to 
us, &c.” The patriotic chancellor difcovered high treafon, in a fpeech which was only 
the expreifion or a rafli, unguarded moment of paftion. By .a lingle word he became 
the adual caufe of the retreat of about twenty-five thoufand men, by which he gained 
about fifty thoufand, and the archbiftiop loft one hundred thoufand florins of his yearly 
income. The King of Pruflia fent two commiffaries here, who were ordered to pr<Q|s& 
the property of thofe who chofe to retire into his territories, and brought out tlF the 
country the greateft part of the gold which was got by the fale of the houfes, properties, 
and goods of the reft^ees. 

There are (till oveP^ll the mountains many adherents to the new doftrine. I made 
acquaintance with one, who is in every refpeft too remarkable not to introduce him to 
you alfo. Some days ago I vifit^d ^ith another gentleman the fberiff, or as he is termed 
here, the conftable of Werfen, a very polite and clear thinking man ; for, in the moft 
remote parts of thefe mountains, the information of the people exceeded my expeda'* 
tions. This excurfion gave me pleafure in every ftep. 

From the pafs of Lueg, where the great valley begins, the road runs for two miles into 
Werfen, through a narrow gully, between naked rocks, which in many places ftand like 
heaven’s high walls on each fide. The fcattered clumps of . wood at the foot of this 
chain of mountainsj the wild variety in tbe courfe of the river Saltz; the extraordinary 
incifions, formation, and complexion of the rocks ; the marks of the former height of 
the river, vifible many fathoms above its prefent bed j the fingular ftation of the very 
few habitations ; and the ftriking difpofition of the whole, gives this otherwife folitary 
landfcape fufficknt attradions to fix a traveller’s attention. 'I'he caftle of Werfen ftands 
by the fpot of this name, where the valley begins to widen remarkably, upon a detached 
rock of a conical form, which rifes in the middle of the gully. On one fide of it there 
is fcarcely room for the road, and on 'the other, fcarcely room for the riner. The front 
of the caftle commands a profped over the wide part of the valley, which runs between 
hillsj part of which are well cultivated, and part covered with rich woods ; and from, 
the back you fee the narrow deep glen, through ^hich the traveller has come, the rocky 
points of which are Ihiping in the fun, while in the depth below perpetual darknels fits 
encanaped. In the caftle many prifoners are confined, who. are fometimes obliged to 
work in chains. J was ftruck peculiarly vrith the form and countmapee of a'^mafi, of 
whom J had already heard much reported. He has the figote of a han^me id/^rly 
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;d^ of foi|»fething*more than fixty years, who dill preferves a fine ruddy complexion, 
ftrong long beard, smd beautiful black hair, are her'e and there mixed with grey 
ihioStiluttered. liis carriage i? ais Jight, and he ^holds himfelf as firaight as a 
youth npTfall jUfengtht His forehead, and the whole formation of hi|xountenance 
is regul^and his large blue Ipeaking eyes, mud fix the attention of any one the lead 
acquainted with mankind upon him. An inexprelfibleferenity of foul, and the pride in- 
feparable from a great charafter, are piftured iniiiis countenance. I defired to hear 
him tell his hiftory, and now give it you from his own words, as nearly as I can. 

“ I have been now,” faid he, twenty*four years a prifoner here. I ftill remember 
the emigration of the many thoufands of my countrymen, in which, though I was then 
but young, I took great concern. As I grew up, the memory of this event made the 
ftrongpft imprefiion on me. The joy with which fo m^y of my neighbours quitted 
their native country, to Ihun any force on their cOnfciehces, and be unreftrained and 
free in their faith, had fomething great and afTefling in it to me. This made the re> 
monllrances of my friends and acquaintances, who did not agree in opinion with the 
capuchins, find an eafy accefs to my mind. I opened the Scriptures, compared the 
doftrine I met with there with the Pope’s,, and formed ray own religion, the principles 
of which I did not keep veiy fecret, becaufe I believed them true. As at that time the 
capuchins, who wandered about the whole country as milfionaries, had fpies every where, 
they could not fail but hear at lad of fome afiertions which efcaped me in the heat of 
religiois difputation. They infiantly purfued and perfecuted me wherever I was. At 
laft they came into my houie, and infifted on a confellion of my faith* 1 anfwered ac- 
cording to my conviflion, and laid my doubts before them ; however this did not fig • 
nify. They conftantly went from the point; it was of no avail to interrogate them on 
matters of faith ; faith muft be implicit, and 1. mull deliver a confellion of faith. I tedd 
them it was utterly irapolllblc to believe what was contrary tq^he conviftion of my 
mind ; but all did not ferve. 

« When 1 faw that they could not convince me, nnd that they paid na regard to my 
internal conviftion, I told them to leave me in peace, and flaked my honour and my lifei 
to them that 1 would conceal my religious opinions, nor make any converts to them. 
This was in vain ; every day they rudely broke into my houfe, and prelfed me to a con* 
feflion of faith which belied my confcience. Sir, I did all that was pofiible fb obtain 
peace from them, but it was impoffible. One day, as I returned fatigued from the field, 
and was going to refrelh myfelf with forae provifion, the capuchins came again riotoully 
into my houfe. I had for fome time before this refolved not to fay a word to thenT, 
except good day or good evening. As they began their old clamour again, I heard 
them a long time compofed and quiet, and took my fare with better relilh the more 
the^ curfed me. However, as there appeared to be no end of it, I retired into a corner 
behind the oven, to let them rail as long as they pleafed. But even there I was not 
fecurc; at laft I threw n\yfelf impatiently on the bed, and as one of them approached me 
even here, and dunned in my ears, I turned my back to him, but immediately there was 
another of them at the other fide, who made a ^lill more horrid clack than his com- 
panion. At laft 1 became enraged, and told thdm I was mafter in my own houfe, and 
as they continued ftill to behave worfe and worfe, I iprung up, feized the firft thing I 
oould lay hold of, which I believe was a broonu arid beat them out of my bOufe. I was 
now treated not only as an obdurate heretic, but as a blafphemer who had laid faerilegir 
ous hands upon the holy priefts. They tobk me prifoner, and brought me here in 
chains. At firftl fuffered dreadfully.’ A hundred times I faid,, if they would only con* 
vmce roe, I would epnfifis with heart and foul. But it was all to no purpofe,. They 
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endeavoured to force me to go into the church to confels, to reveal my opinions on re- 
ligion, &c. I told them I couM publifh nothing further of my rdigion, than that I did 
hot believe what they believed. They dther would or could not convince t>ine^ and { 
then became impatient to go to the church, but they told me I could not be py^mitted^ 
unlefs it was for the pufpofe of changing my faith and confefling my errors. The incef 
liint importunity of the capuchins for a confeflipn of faith from me was the moft infuf. 
ferable of all. All my felicitations to be indulged, and all remonllrances of the futility 
of a verbal confeffion unlefs the heart joined in it, were of no fervice. At laft I re- 
fnlved to behave like a mute and hold no more difeourfe with them ; which refolution, 
lor eighteen whole yeairs, I have literally perfilled in ; a few years ago they begun to 
treat me more kindly, and fince that time 1 have refumed my fpeech.*' 

The conllable confirmed to us that this extraordinary man had not uttered a fyllable 
for eighteen whole years ; and that during that time no one had everfeen a cloud upon 
his brow, or a feature of ilbhumour in his countenance. Whatever was enjoined him 
to do, which did not concern religion, he complied with calmly and always chearfully. 
A flight cad: of difdain of the people about him is all that has been remarked. When- 
one confiders that his clearnefs of head, his open nature and good humour, mud very 
naturally and very drongly difpofe him to fodety and the communication of his fenti* 
ments, his voluntary dumbnefs mull appear adonilhing. By his good behaviour during 
his captivity, he has induced the prince, who is a great lover or toleration, to }et his 
chains be taken od, and at the requed of the condame a confiderable addition has been 
made to his daily allowance. He has gained fo much confidence, that they have made 
him a kind of fuperintendant over his fellow prifoners. He has often been fent entirely 
loofe and free to work with them at places from whence it would have been eafy for him 
to have efcaped } but his charader is a better fecurity for his perfon than the dronged 
chains. He has procured to himfelf, without being fenfible of it himfelf, fo much refpeft 
from his brother captives, that with a fingle word he can keep them better in awe than the 
jailor with his daff. Nature has fecured to him a fuperiority over the multitude of man> 
kind, although (he bred him in a cottage. His Idfure hours are at prefent employed in 
teaching a young incendiary, who has lain for fome years in prifon, in chains, for wick- 
edly fetting fire to his father’s houfe, to read and to write, without however indilling into- 
him any of his religious opinions. Thefe he preferves fo fecret at prefent, that I could 
not with the mod confidential entreaties, and all my prayers and petitbns, obtain any 
difclofure from him. AH he anfwered was, 1 do not ^lieve what the capuchins be- 
like, and want nothing but a bible to lead a contented life.” Some years ago his wif'e- 
was permitted to fee him ; but, without fhewing the fmalled defire to enjoy her, after 
ibme warm and kind exhortations for her welrare, he difmifled her. A bible, after 
which his foul thirds fo ardently, they are backward to aUow him, becaufe they are un- 
willing to add any more flame to his enthufiafm. All the Saltzburg ladies and gentle- 
men, in whofe company I had the honour of feeing him, difeovered the highed refpe£l 
for him } but they were all unanimous in declaring that it had not been very political 
conduct to become a martyr for fo fmajl a matter as was demanded of him. 

The country people here are uncommonly lively and gay. The young women of 
thefe lequedered comers of our continent all frefli as xofe, and lively as the roe, yet 
underdaud the art of coquetry as well as our Farifian dames, only the allurements which 
they difplay for conqued are more natural. They know how to employ the ornamental 
parts of drefs to the bed advantage. If they are difpofed to- make a lover happy, neither' 
the ihame of an illegitimate birth, nor the fear of being obliged to maintain a childi is 
of any confideration. Cudom fets them above the find, and the eaie of maintaining a 
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child makes them difregard the other. The puniihment which they incur for fuch a 
fattx^pas is hardly worth mentioning. Murder of infants is extremely uncommon here; 
without coflftraint, without referve, they all yield to the impulfes of nature. The young 
girls kift and fliake hands, in the open fturch on Sundays, with thofe they love. On 
a nightly vifit, however, the lover is rather in a hard fituation ; for however unfriendly 
the weather may be, the window or door is not opened to hitn, until a certain watch, 
word is given, which confifts commonly of long rhymes, in which he Ls obliged to ex- 
prefs, in a myfterious manner, his fulFerings and fmart. This cuHom is very old, and in 
many of the remote parts of the mountains facred and inviolable. Nor can the con- 
nection between the parties, however Iqng or however clofe, enable them to difpenfe 
with it. A young peafant very feldom forlakes his girl, particularly when, after having 
two or three children, by her, he can marry her. 

The inhabitants of thefe mountains are fo contented with their /fate, that they con- 
fider their country as a kind of Paradife. I'hofe who live in Dintner Valley, a fright- 
ful gap between naked rocks, through which the river Dintner runs, have a faying, 
“ When any one falls from heaven he rauft fall into Dintner Valley.** Which is 
as much as to fay this valley is the fecond heaven. For a long time I could not ex- 
plain why the good people entertained fuch a high c^j^ion of a deep glen, where often 
for weeks together it fnows fo much that one ciapieither come out nor go in, and 
which forms fo ftriking a contrail with many neighrouring and very attracting dillriCts. 
1 confldered it at firft as irony, but I learnt at lall that it was meant entirely in earned, 
and that the unlimited freedom which the inhabitants of this extraordinary Paradife en- 
joy, had given rife to this high hyperbole. They confift folely of fliepherds, mineis, 
and iron melters, who are entirely free from taxes, and on account of their fmall pay- 
ments to the government and their remotenefs of lituation, are little taken notice of by 
their fuperiors. The taxes paid, in general, by the inhabitants of this country are very 
moderate, and the freedom from the extordons under which the reft of Germany groans, 
contributes, no doubt, greatly to the good humour of the people. Till witliin a Ihort 
time, eftates were taxed in proportion to their value, the beginning of this century, 
which, as you may fuppofe, bears no proportbn to the prefent price of things. The 
attempt the prefent fovereign has been making to raife a more equitable tax, has occa- 
fioned fome murmur : there, however, he is not fo much to blame, as his income is 
proportionably much fmaller than that of the other German princes ; and what he has 
done, has not only the fandion of the Hates of the country, but is guaranteed by them, 
fo that the people have no caufe to fear a farther rife ; but what makes him imj^pular, 
is his excellive love of hunting, which hasoccafioned fome acts of opprellive power, for 
which after all, his fervants and minifters may be more to blame than himfelf. In fe- 
veral parts of the country, the farmers are prohibited from driving their flieep to certain 
paftures bordering upon woods, left the game in thefe.lhould be deprived of fuftenance. 
This, to a people who, as I told you before, make all the woollen cloth they wear from 
the flieerings of their own Iheep, mull appear an intolerable hardlhip. Prohibitions of 
this kind muft alfo be attended with very bad efieCls of another fort. The pcafants of 
this country are very averfe to all kinds of innovation ; there have been inftances of 
their declaring fomewhat loudly, that they would put themfelves on the fame footing 
with the Swifs ; and yet when their prince dies of old age, they fliew an uncommon at- 
feCrion finr him. O that princes knew how to fet a due value on the affedions of their 
feUow-ateatures 1 • 

Manjt of the peafants of this country Hill wear long beards, and go with their heads 
uncovered, and that breafts open, at all times of the year. As they are extremely 
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hairy, and very much fun>burnt, this gives them a very formidable appearance at fome 
diflance, but when you come near them, their friendly looks, and appearance . 9!’ inte* 
grity, recommend them very ftrongly. They are courageous and ftrong,.and would no 
doubt make a flout fland in defence of their own country ; but out pHt, according to 
the report of the beft officers, they do not make good foldiers. Like all its inhabitanf jl 
of mountains, thw do not bear climate well. Befldes.this, the peculiarity of diet which 
they have been uled to from their youth, and obliged to ^ive up in the field, makes 
them unfit for fervice. By good fortune their fovereign has little concern in keeping up, 
the balance of Europe. In general, they are much more civil than the Swifi;, and by 
no means fo thirfty of gain as thefe are, who, however hoflile they may be to paying 
taxes themfelves, never fail to lay ftrangers under very fevcrc ones. I have feveral 
times been (hewn my way, and received other fmall fervices from thefe people, without 
being able to make them take any thing for thdr trouble. — Fare ye well. 

LETTER XVI. 

SabzJturg. 

IN Pilati's Journey through different parts of Europe, I remember to have read an 
anecdote, intended to paint the intolerant fpirit of the Saltzburghers. — It is indeed very 
true, that perfons of all ranks are obliged to kneel down in the ftrects, when the hoft 
paffes by, a ceremony made particularly diftreffing, by the peculiar brutality of the Sa- 
criflans of the place. I have likewife heard fonie good hearted girls lament, with a 
rnofl ferious tone of compaffion, that fome friends of mine, who have been here a few 
days, are proteftants. Except however the kneeling to the facrainent, which every man 
may cafily prevent, as the bell is heard at a great diflance, I do not fee what a proteftant 
has to be appreSenfive of. There are many companies in every rank of life, into which 
a ftranger may be admitted, let his religion be what it will. Money and good words 
will procure you meat, in moft of the inns, on faft days ; and the people, who, efpe- 
cially in fuch places, mimic the manners of their fuperiors, have lofl much of the fero* 
cious and intolerant fpirit they had contracted under a bigoted prince. 

There is very good company to be met with amongfl the nobility, particularly amongfl 
the canons, feveral of whom are,diftinguiffi.ed for Wiowledge of various kinds. The 
prefent metropolitan, who is brother to the wejfl known Count Firmian, the governor 
of Milan, is well acquainted with the beft Italian, French, German, and Englim writers. 
He has alniofl; a compleat collection of the latter in his well chofe'n library. He is a 
moft amiable man, and makes the beft ufe of his benefices, which bring him an incomp 
of 40,000 guilders, or 2000 pounds a year. The high fteward, who is another brother, 
of the governor’s, is a great lover of painting, and a deep connoiffeur in it. His fine 
collection of the portraits of artifts, moft of w'hich are painted by himfelf, is hardly in- 
ferior to that of Florence. The Ihock this gentleman lately felt from one of ahe fevereft 
aiHiCtions which can ftrike a father’s heart, has weakened the powers of his foul, and 
Ipread a cloud over the not to be deferibed and almoft infantine .goodnefs, that beams 
upon bis countenance. He had an el^tft Ton, the hopes of the family, and a veij pro- 
inifm^ young man, who was already dean of Paffau, and ba,de fair to be a bijfhop, if not 
archbifhop of Saltzburg- His father made him a vifit, and took hitn out , a hating. 
They were on different .Tides of the hedge, when unluckily the father gave Jfire,.ahd ffipt. 
the fon through the heart. As foon as he had done it, he f^oihg forpugfi tHe liipdges^ 
■Tike a madman, tore “his hair, apd wallowed in the fnow. They were obffgeff 'tcTtear 
'him awaj foom the place by foxce. Count Woltfegg, another of the cifaons, taikep 
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» journey through France, purpofely with a view of becoming acquanted wth ouf ma- 
nufadftres. This gentleman is well known to our bell artifts, but his particular pafiion 
is botany, iii which he is very excellent. The groom of the ftole. Count Kuenburg, is 
Rvery fe^ible man, extremely pleafant, witty, and fociable. His library, in the forma* 
uOn of which he has not confulted the Index librorum frvhibitorum, contains all our beft 
< authors. The BiOiop of Chienfee, the l^ount of Tieb, and feveral more of the high no- 
bility are refpeftable, both on account of their knowledge and virtues. The upper 
nobility of the place is made up chiefly of Auftrian families, who diftinguilh themfelves 
by their aflPsbiUty, their knowledge of the world, and their manners, from the ftupidly 
proud Bavarian and Suabian barons. On the other hand, the lelfer nobility, the fwarm 
of little court gentry, render themfelves ridiculous by their pitiable lufr after titles, and 
their wretched pride. You muft here vifit about a hundred Gnadlge herrn *, who live 
upon' three or four hundred florins a year, which they receive from the court, but whom 
you cannot offend more than by calling them plain Sir, or their wives plain Madam. A 
man who lives here muft accuftom hiinfelf to put in Gnadige herrn at every third word, 
unlefs he choofes to pafe for ill-bred. Such, however, is the aftonilhing poverty of this 
clafs of people, that you vifit feveral Gnadige herm, who take up with houfekeepers 
places, or the office of fifters in thediofpitals. They all complain that the court doth 
not give them enough to live according to their rank; but unluckily, I have never been 
able to find out what their rank is. Moft of them have neither eflatesnor money; but 
they would look upon it as a great degradation to fuffer their children to be brought up 
to any trade or bufinefs. "Fhe court is therefore compelled to make their appointments 
as llender as pollible, that it may be able to keep them from ftarving ; though above 
two-thirds of them are fuperfluous fervants. Their rank, therefore, feems to depend on 
the pleafure of the court to feed a great number of ufelefs fervants, and^to their impu- 
dent confidence in that pleafure. Once, however, give them their righffitles, and you 
will find them the beft people in the world. Many of them amufe themfelveS with 
French and German literature, particularly witft all that relates to the ftage. The rage 
for the theatre is as violent here as it is at Munich ; and they look for the coming of a 
company of ffrollers, with as much eagernefs as the inhabitants of Siberia look for the 
return of fpring. A French engineer, in the prince's fervice, has built them a pretty 
theatre. It is adorned with columns, which fupport nothing but a black board before 
thd^urtain, with the arms of the prince on it. U pon the whole, knowledge feems to be 
more .diffuied here than it is at Munich. Though the governor is an ecclefiaftic, there 
are not near fo many cloiftors, in proportion to the fize of the two places, as in Bava- 
ria ; and the ecclefiaftics of this place are very advantageoufly diftinguilhed from the 
others, by good manners, humility, ai\ endeavour to live up to their eharafler, and other 
virtues. Government is likewife much better underftood here than it is at Munich. 
Too' much cannot be faid of the head of the prefent prince, but of his heart — I know 
nothing. He knows that he is not beloved by the SaltRburghers, and for that reafon 
neglcds them, and Ihuts himfelf up. 1 believe the complaints made of him to be much 
too violent. They accufe 15im of fending above y>o,6o0 florins to hls family at Vienna 
every year, and part of the ftates of the city, that is, almoft all the chapter of the cathe« 
dral, have brought a£lions agaihft him, in the imperial court of Vienna, ibr taking the 
ready money out of the chelt, and filling It with paper, which they cannot change into 
caih. 1 do not know how for the charge made by this refpeflable idtapter may be well 
grounded; but it is ceriaid', that he has difplayed an Uncommon depth ef acutenefli and 
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penetration, in his defence of himfelf. Several of the prefent canons were hoftile to him, 
from his fii fl coming to the archbifliopric, which they had entertained hopes of thenlTelyes, 

. and which was procured for him by the Court of Vienna. Suppofing him, however, 
rob the country of part of its jjroperty, it is certain that he difpofes of the reft to the beji| 
advantage. He has founded feveral good feminaries of education. He is not at all par- 
tial to his own order, as appears from his havipg taken away at a (Iroke 100,000 florins* 
from the Auguftinian mouiis. One half of this he put in his own pocket, the other 
half he has given to the public. As in every thing elfe, fo alfo in his pafliou for hunt- 
ing, the only paflion he has, he is extremely parfimonious. A batallion of the fineft 
foltliers I have hitherto beheld, difeiplined in the Auftrian manner, and the officers of 
which are attached to him, fecures him from all accidents. 

Every thing here breathes the air of pleafure and joy. They eat, drink, laugh, dance, 
fing, and gamble in the extreme ; nor have I yet feen a place where you may have fo 
many different pleafures for fo little money. They coiiverfe here upon religious and 
political topics with a freedom that does honour to the place ; and with regard to books, 
you may have almoft every thing which the German prefles -produce, without any 
reffraint. (^ne of the reforts of pleafure is the garden of Hellbron, belonging to th.^ 
prince, which is about three miles off', and where-they fell beer and wine. I’he moll 
remarkable thing, except fome very fine marble ftatues, is a very large park, in the midft 
of which is a hiii. 

The univerfity of this place is kept up by the congregation of Benediftines, who fup- 
ply it with profeffors. ■ As having ftudied here is a kind of requifite for preferment to 
the fubjeds of the Suabian prelates of the empire, it is a place of great refort for thefc j 
but there are few fludents befides thefe and the natives, though the chairs are filled with 
able men. Tju funds of the univerfity are indeed too fmall to make it pollible for all 
the objeds, winch the literature of the prefent day embraces, to be properly taken care 
ofi I'hey do not amount in all to above 5000 florins, or 500I. per annum. 

I do not know what to fay about the national pride, for which thefe people are fo 
much cenfured. With regard to myfelf, 1 refpctl whatever at aU contributes to the 
happinefs of mankind, how fmall and infignificant foever it may appear. How wretched 
ihould we be if we were to be robbed of tlie pleafint play of our fancies ! The inhabi- 
tants of this country are extremely angry if you call them Bavarians. I had conceived 
to myfelf, that as their country is within that circle, they were as true Bavarians as the 
Wirtembta’gers are Suabians ; but 1 was told that the comparifon with theSuabians did 
not hold, for that no particular part of Suabia is properly called Suabia ; whereas the 
circle of Bavaria, taking its name from the dukedom which coijftitutes tlie greateft part 
•of it, might as well have been called the circle of Saltzburg. All I can make out 
clearly from this is that the Saitzburghers will have nothing to do with the Bavarians, 
-whom they confider as infinitely inferior to them. Indeed it is true that there is a little 
more tafte, a little more fcavaire vivre^ and a little lefs bigotry in this place than in Ba- 
varia } but the rating themfelves fo exceflively high, and degrading the Bavarians be- 
low the rank of wild beafts, is undoubtedly owing to the good fairy Phantafy. At leaft 
the gentlemen and ladies ought to reniember that if the horizon is a little clearer here 
at prefent than it is all around them, it is entirely owing to the prefent archbifhop, who, 
with his holy rod, has difpelled the magic darknefs of fuperftition in his domains. A re- 
volution of the fame kind may raife the Bavarians much above what they now are in a 
ihort time. Indeed there are ftill fymptoms enough here of the darknefs which totally 
overfpread the place fifteen or twenty years ago. The priibns allotted to ecclefiaftios 
iutve in them a prieft, who, fome time lince, in order to imprefs his parSli with a greater 
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hatfed of fin, and a greater fear of the devil, drefled up the fchooUmafier of the place 
like iN-elzebuh, and in the midft of fervice called him up from a hiding-pike he had 
provided for him, to bear witnefs to the truth. . 

'I’his country is Angularly interei'ling to a botanift, or mineralogifl: ; but having the 
misfortune, unluckily, to be very little knoviin, the difeovery of the treafures contained 
in it is relerved for futurity, when cithef a man of genius lhall addi£t hirafelf to thefe 
purliiits, or the fwarrn of idle travellers who hover like cock-chafers alternately about 
the Appenines, the Alps, Etna, and the Pyreneans, fliall at length for once take their 
flight to thefe parts, and by their cry excite fome foreign genius to the talk. The ZiU 
lerthal is particularly rich in different forts of variegated flones, and in many parts of the 
hills you meet with very fcarce European plants. In fine there is room for weaving 
many an hypothefis on the plants of the hill?, on the work and produflion of the waters 
in fhem^ and on the revolutions of nature that may fiill be expefted. 

• Before I diftnifs you I muft give you fome account of a marquifate in the Holy Roman 
Empire, which hardly a geographer amongfi: us is acquainted with the exiftence of. It 
is the marquifate of Herchtolfgadcn, of which there is a fine view from the top of the 
Unferjfergc, which is its limit to the north. It confills of a fmall narrow vale, encom- 
paffed around with rocks, and hardly contains three thouland fouls. The place is bro- 
ken by fome lakes, and the lower part of the lulls is covered with deep woods. A few 
days ago, we had an excellent dinner in one of the large iflands of the lake, made up 
of fim we had caught in it, fome exquifite venifon, and Tyrol wine.— Mark, that 
there is no deficiency of cooks in the molt dillant and fequeftered nooks of this Country. 

The nature of this country being favourable neither to agriculture nor palture, the 
inhabitants have given themfelves to works of art, which fail mankind in no part of the 
earth, and are mighty and powerful enough to turn the hardell ftoncs iHto bread. It is 
in thefe remote vallics that they make the grcatcll part of the toys with which Nurenberg 
and Augll)urg carry on fo confiderable a trade. The horfes with fpurs, little rafps, 
cuckows, wooden inannakins, rats, and mice, and all the play-things for little children j 
alfo the crucifixes, flravv quadrille boxes, powder and pomatum bo.xes, and all the play- 
things for great cliilflron ; in a word, the greater part of the articles which goamongft 
us under the name of German toys, come out of thisgulph. It is a pretty fight enough 
to behold two or three families gathered together in a hut, and to fee the great plump 
hands of the farmers occupied in p,iving a finifa to the fmallell; articles. There is occu- 
pation for the grey-headed, as w'ell as for prattling infancy. The very fmall price fiJlf 
w'hich the makere part with thefe commodities, makes it impofiiblc for them to accu- 
mulate riches ; but they have enough, and are happy w'itli it. Thefe good people little 
think that their procludions are brought to us, and that the Spaniards drive a very pro,- 
fitablc trauc with them in both the Indies. A fmall part.ot thefe people alfo occupy 
themfelves in fait making; butasitnuift all be carried through Bavaria, which abounds 
in the commodity, they’part with it for a fong. In this article they fuller much from a 
powerful neighbour on theSaltzburg fide ; for Saltzburg has extended its fait mines far 
beyond the limits that part the two countries; ant! though the marquis has made feveral 
remonllrances, no body has attended to his complaints. 

Befides this country, the^marquis of Beriochfgalden poffeffcs fome eftates in Auilrii ' 
and Bavaria ; the value of which altogether may amount to about 60,000 guilders per 

annum ; but the difiipatien of former marquiffes has occafiuned the contradiori of a 
large debt. ■ ■ 

IroL. VI. 
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LETTER xm 

I SAILED hither from Saltzburg, on the Saltza and Inn. W ater joumies have great 
allurements for ine, from the variety of com|Kihy one generally meets with in them. ' 
The veflcl was very full as far as Burghaufen. Here a great part of my companions got 
out to go on a pilgrimage to the neighbouring Ottingen. The pilgrims confifted of a 
great number of young perfons of both fexes, who feemed to have far other purpofes 
t han thofe of expiating their old olFences. As we fpent the night together at tne inn at 
Burghaufen, I had opportunity enough to fee that there would be a great weight added 
to the former load. 

There ftill remained company enough on board for my entertainment. I met with no 
great entertainment from feme Auftrian recruits, and fome iludents who were going 
away for the vacation ; but z^adige frau*^ firom Saltzburg, who w'as going to Viettna> 
unth a view of getting into a cook’s or chambermaid’s place, which her rank did not 
fufhn'her toacceptof in her own country, made up to me, and was very good company. 
This good girl ib entirely won my heart by her ingenuity, her tafte, her good heart, and 
hervariety of knowledge, that I dedred ine would call upon me at Vienna, and let me 
know in what I could ferve her. A young woman, who leaves home for the firfl: time, 
muft feel herfelf fadly diflrelTed hi the midft of a large city. 

We pafled the boundaries that part Audria and Bavaria. The fmall part of Bavaria 
to our right, which has lately come into the poiTeflion of the Auftrians, does not make 
more than thirty«eigbt German miles, and hardly contains fixty thoufand men. The re- 
venue it furnilhes is about 18,000 rix-dollars, fo that it hardly feems worth the eighth 
part of the expence winch Auftria has been at in the attempt to gain it. The views, how- , 
ever, which this court had in this undertaking, are far more extenfive than was thought,^ 
by the court of Verfailies, where the whole was conddered as a difpute about a nutfhell* 
This is not the drd time that the lUng of Prufda has been obliged to apprife our wife 
minifter of the confequences which me fteps of certain courts would draw after them, 
confequences which would otherwife certainly have been overlooked. When the Court 
of Auftria found the King of Prudia as formidable an adverfary with his pen as with his 
fword, and were compelled by the light given to Ruilia, to have recourfe to negociatibn, 
they pretended that they wanted to make the Inn under Wadenburg the limit betwixt 
Bavaria and their dominions, and from thence to penetrate into Bohemia by the Ifer, 
the Danube, and the Upper Palatinate ; and in return for this they propofed to cede 
Ibme of thdr pofteffions in Suabia, to the Court of Munich. Our minifter the Baron 
de Breteuil would gladly have confented to this exchange; but the accurate knowledge- 
which the King of !mlSa had of the advantages and fituation of thefe countries, enabled 
him to open the eyes of our court and of RulGa. He (hewed them that Auftrian Suabia 
could be no- equivalent for a great part of Bavaria, becaufe the income which the Auf- 
trian country ;^ielded was already the* jhigheft that could be got from it ; whereas the* 
Unds in Bavaria, confidering the bad cultivation of them at that time, might eafily be 
made capable of producing much more than what they wer^ eftimated at. He ftiewed 
them that Auftrix would a confiderable gainer by the mcchange, which would effeSlu-. 
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«lly put it in poffeffionT of Bavaria, by givinjj it the falt-pits at Reicheihall, and thetrado 
for ^ Saltzburg falts ; that by this means it would not only polTefs itfelf of the remain- 
der of Bavaria, but render Suabia, and a great part of Switzerland dependant on it for 
a very important commodity ; that Saltzburg and Pallau would, in fa£i, though not in 
!ijppearance, become dependant on the Court of Vienna, and that finally the Palatinate, 
retrained as it already is by the pofiefiions of Auflria on all fides of it, would have no 
power at all, and be entirely unable to make any efforts whatever. 

Thefe reprefentatioiis were attended with fuch effect, that the Emperor was obliged 
to put off the making his German dminiom /quare^ to a more favourable opportunity. 1 
am of. opinion, however, that fooner or later Bavaria muft bow to the Auftrian yoke, 
however reluctant it may be to the operation. As a citizen of the world, and a friend 
to mankind, who, when the fate of a large countiy is at flake, always confider more the 
advantage of my fellow creatures than any other drcumflance whatever, I wiih that this 
alteration may foon take place. A much better government than they at (n^fent have, 
or are likely to pofTefs whilfl they remain a feparate people, would not put the Bavarians 
in poffeflion of the advantages they may expe£l from the uniting with Auflria j the na- 
tural confequences of which will be certain peace, a much more extenfive outlet for all 
their country produces, and the enjoyment of many thii\gs which Providence has denied 
to them, but bellowed plentifully upon Auflria. Now, if you add to all thefe perma- 
nent and perpetual bleffiugs, the prefent good to be expeded from the fyflem c£ govern- 
ment adopted by the family which, now fits on the Imperial throne, the wdl wilhers 
of Bavaria cannot help hoping to fee the pretenfions, of that court enforced by a 
mightier arm. 

Paffau is a very miferable, and thofe parts only excepted which lie about the Danube, 
and near the refidcnce of the Prince, a very ill built town. It relies fi>r fubfiflence on 
the- court, (the income of which is eflimated at about 220,000 florins, or 22,oool.)and 
on the canons, whofe benefices are fome of the fattefl in all Germany. A f^l here is 
' fuppofed to be worth more than 3000 florins per annum ; whereas thofe of Saltzburg 
are not worth more that 2600. But befides this, it is to be confidered that almofl every 
canon poflefles two, three, or four prebends, and is a member of one or more of the 
Chapters of Saltzburg, Augfburg, Ratifbon, and other places } fo that there are few 
canons in Germany whofe incomes are not more than 5000 florins per annum. The 
inhabitants of thefe feveral holy cities are ail much alike, as drinking and wenching are 
their great occupations ; and the poverty and good humour, which feldom forfake thofc 
who are thus ad^ded, render them affable, obfequious, and humble. The cathedral is 
a fine Gothic buildmg, which well deferves to be feen. The jurifdi^on of the Bifhop, 
who is dependant only on the Pope, extends almofl to Vienna, but his authority in Auf* 
tria is already very much limited. In time it will be confined to his own doors, as the 
Imperial Court (to judge by what it hqs alread)^ done on the fide of Venice) feems de- 
termined to render its territory as independent as may be, of all foreign fpiritual jurif. 
di£tion. There are fine china manfiidures and potteries m this country ; the produce 
of the former is carried as fiu* as the RJune. • 

Some writem upon Switzerland have contained that the Danube rifes in tbis edun- 
** 7 » ® Suabia. Their principal reafon for faying fo is, that wheiuE the inn 

joins me Danube at this place, the firft of thefe two flreams nas a greater be>dy of water 
than the other. Suppofe for a mordent the faO: to be true, Hill it would be a dlfpute of 
words ; for who will refufe the ^ublfe the fuiyilege of calling a river by whatever name 
itifleafes ? Let it be called what it will at its fource, the river Brege in tne Black Foreft, 
which when it meets the Danube ispertsdnly much the hrgefttff th^two, is neverthelcfs 
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obliged to give up its name to it ; — but the very plea on which the Swifs ground their 
pretenfions is only a deception. It is impoflible to take a very fmall part of any river 
from a given place for the full meafure of its greatnefs. The difference of foil in the 
bed, a ftronger llreatn, and a variety of other circumltances make the inafs of water in 
a river very different at different places. Here, when the Danube meets the Inn, the 
former is cramjjcd up by hills ; whereas the other running free is of courfe much wider. 
Ikit the Danube contains lar more water upon equal ground, and far above Ratilbon, 
before it has received the great rivers Allmuh, Nob, Regen, and Zier, is already a much 
mightier river than the Ir.n, v^I)ich does not gain a great deal by the acceflion of the very 
unlicady and irregular Saltza, betwixt Waffenburg and Infpruck. Without doubt, 
therefore, Suabia has the honour of being the birth place of the mighty Danube, with 
which only the Volga ainongfl; the European rivers can meafure itfelf. If you come now 
to compare the whole courfe of the two rivers (which join here ), from the fource to the 
place of meeting, the Inn, by reafon of its windings, certainly runs over more ground, 
but it is not to be compared with the Danube for width. Till it comes under Chuff- 
ftcin the Inn flows in a very narrow valley ; whereas the Danube domineers over the 
whole plain of Suabia and Bavaria. The lller and the Lech, by having run into the 
Danube during a long way, foon become as coufiderable as the Inn is at Infpruck. This 
laft river being confined to a very narrow valley receives no nouriflirnent but from fmall 
ilrcams ; whiill the Danube gathers ail the fatnefs of one of the nchefl lands poilible in 
water, during a length of upwards of forty, and a breadth of twenty miles. 

The courfe I have hitherto piirfued in my journey through Germany has carried me 
through three large plains refpeftively watered by the Rhine, the Necker, and the Da- 
nube. The firlt of thefc is bounded by the Bogefian hills and the Black Forefl, which 
run parallel from north to fouth. By the Black Forell it is covered from the cold calt 
winds, and the different arms of thefe parallel hills likewife defend it from the ungen- 
tle influences of the north. It enjoys an even and temperate climate, which allows the 
vineyards to ripen admirably. The plain of the Necker is of the fame temperature as 
this laft : But the iinmcnfo ])lain of the Danube lies expofed to the blatt of every wind, 
under heaven. The greatefl part of it is expofed to the north and north-eaft, as is vi- 
sible by the courfe of the rivers lller, Lech, and the Ifer. Here Father Bacchus’s power 
can avail nothing againft the fisrceiieis of Boreas and the north. Many attempts have 
been made to plant vines on the Ifer and Danube below Ralifbon, but hitherto they have 
only produced grapes for eating j 1 believe that this whole traef of country is too full 
of wood and water for the vine to ripe n in it. But after all, what was Suabia and the coun- 
try about the Rhine in the time.s of Tacitus? Little did the Romans think that the vine 
could grow in Germany. Dili they not even doubt whether fruit could grow there ? 
And yet Suabia now produces lordly vines, which may difpute for excellence with the 
Falernian and ail the Roman wines ; aiubihc ftill wilder Bavaria has plenty of good com. 

Thefadt is, that the air of a country changes with the cultivation ; the drying up of 
marlhes renders it warmer. The evaporation, too, occafioned by numbers who live to- 
gether, may work on the air. No doubt but in time ftill more fuccefsful experiments 
with the grape will be made in Bavariar "i’he flopes of the hills on the left fide of the 
Danube, betwixt this place and Ratilbon, promife a good place to plant the vine, in, as 
they are well guarded from the noxious winds ; and the wine which is adtually ia 
the country about Paffau, truly merits the name of wine. 

Thfe large vale of the Danube, which at this place is covered to the right by the arm 
of Bavaria, and to the left by the Styrian hills, produces likewife the belt kind of corn. 
It would cafily nourifli as many men. again as it aftually does, dom M often lb 
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efieap in Bavaria, as hardly to pay the farmer for the trouble of raifing it : one hundred 
and feventy pounds of rye are frequently fold for about two florins. 

Navigation is by no means fo well underftood in this country as it is upon the upper 
Rhine ; they do not yet underftand how to fail according to the direfiion of the river. 
Moll of the velTels which go by here come from Ratilbon and yim : they are without 
decks or mails ; they are built only of fir boards, and are fold again either at Vienna or 
clfewhere. The Emperor has promifed great rewards to fuch mailers of velTels as will 
build their velTels like thofe on the -Rhine ; but in this as in every thing elfe, it is 
difficult to make the mechanical part of the public tread the track they have not been 
accuftomed to. 

As the navigation of the upper parts of the river is not yet eftablilheJ, there is often 
a want of hprics at particular llages, fo that you are frequently obliged to hire horfes 
for the whole journey, though thi-re are fevcral places in which you might do very well 
without them. The vcfielg on the Rhine have the convenience of being able to go fome- 
tiines with two and Ibmetimes with fix horfes, according as the wind and llreams happen 
to be favourable. Tiiey are obliged for this to the conllant navigation of the river, which 
enables the people who inhabit the Ihore to have hackney horfes at fmall dklances from 
each other. Some of thefe obftacles will fall away of themfelves as foon as the com- 
merce of the country about the Danube grows more confidcrable ; the lafgell fliip 
which goes from this place to Vienna carries 2000 quintals, which is about the load 
of a two-mafted veffel. Farewell. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Z/V;/3. 

I WAITED at Paflau for the veflel that goes every week from Ratiflion, and meant 
to have gone as far as Vienna in her ; but the people ftopt fo often in the calmcll wea- 
ther, under pretence of fearing an approaching ftorm, that my patience was quite worn 
out. I could very well fee that their true motive in Itopping thus often, was to get rid 
of fome of their contraband goods in the fmall places on the coalt. Befidcs this, my 
company had but fmall charms for me ; it confilled of a number of mechanics, who 
worked their paiTage, and of farmers’ daughters who were going to Vienna for a ferricc.- 
Many of thefe were obvioully with child, and feemed to have left their country in order 
to be delivered, with Icfs fhame and expence, in the hofpital at Vienna. Auttria is ge- 
nerally fupplied with a plentiful number of recruits of tins kind from this fide. Such 
fociety not being at all to my mind, and on the other hand the city of Lintz, with the 
country round, prefenting a fair profpedl of amulbment, I could not refill the temptation 
of giving up a few days to become better acquainted with it. 

At Engellhaflzell our baggage was fearched. Every thing was conduced in the bell 
order pofTiblc, and with*a great deal of gentlenefs; the putting llte cuiloni-houfe fcals 
to the merchandize of our veflfel took up a whole day. It i's ftlll a riddle to me how 
the Ihip’s company contrived to pal's their contt^aud commodities (of the exigence of 
which 1 was well aflured) ; for the cultom-houfe officers did not appear to me to be of a 
fort to fuffer themfelves to be bribed : as for me, the fcarchers direcled thi ir whole at- 
tention to my books ; they took away from me Young’s Night t houghts, which I had 
purchafed out of compaliion from a poor ftudent at€laltzbi:rg, but Cuftered Gibbr>n’s 
Works to pafs. You know the laft. The firft is an excellent chrillian, but his’ invec- 
tive, not againfi; the catholics in general, but againfl. thofe only who would not aliow 
him to bury his child, has placed him amongll theMachiavels'jSpiuozas, and Bolinr.b:ok: 
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How ridiculous a thing does every index expurgaigrius in the world appeal'* Mdl^ ofie 
fees* as one often does* that the bare title often damns a hookj and when oneoo&ft* 
ders, that no college of cenfors upon earth is equal to the talk of reading over ,aU the 
books that come out, fo as to be able to give timely orders for flopping them on the 
frontiers of the country. Giblxin is a declared enemy to religion, and yet has been able 
to make his way into Auflria ! 

In truth this is the only weak part of the Imperial government. The prohibition of 
books only ferves to raife their price in the country. In Swftzeriand as well as at In- 
fpruck, Saltlburg, and many other places, I was alTured that large quantities of forbidden 
books were every year introduced into Auftria from this fide of the frontier. Officers 
of the firfl rank, prefidents, and counfellors, take a (hare in this trade; nor lias the pro- 
hibition any other efleA than making a Baile’s Dictionary (for inftance) the true price 
of which is five guineas, fell at Vienna for loo thalers; and for this price you may have 
enough of them. No doubt the fame trade is carried on, from the Saxon and Silefian 
lides of the .country. 

As foon as you let your foot on Auflrian ground you begin to find that another fyftem 
of government prevails from what you have lately been accuftomed to fee. 

The farmers’ houfes, their clothing, their tools, their agdculture, every thing about 
them is better than in Bavaria. Yeflerday I faw fome farmers going to market in ca- 
laflies. They had all the appearance of rich Englilh, or North-Holland farmers. Their 
looks, their well fed horfes, and their whole apparatus, befpoke a degree oS opulence* 
which th^ long, brown* but very neat coats, their large Inoes without buckles* and 
thejr largi fhort cut hats, did not feem to promife. They call thefe farmers here, Ian- 
ders, and their great numbers do the legiflature much credit. You meet, indeed, now 
and then with beggars, who folicit your compaffion for a bride or bridegroom juft mar- 
ried ; but this is more a compliance with an old eftablifhed cuflom of the country than 
a matter of neceffity. ’Hie large grey or black felt hats, as well as their whole clothing* , 
make the farmer’s daughters look very handfome. 

Upper Auftria is (hut out from the fruCIifying weft and fouth winds by laige lulls* 
and even the cleanfing north is forbid entrance by the Bohemian mountains. Only the 
eaft has free entrance into it j nor can a country that has fo much water be otherwife 
than very moift. The number of hills and woods too are very unfavourable to agriculture* 
fo that the riches of the country confift chiefly in paftures, in fait* and apples, the quan- 
tity of which fupplies the want of wine. 

The fituation of Lintz, which is the capital of this country* is extremely beautiful. 
From Schlofsberg* which is on the weft fide of the city, you command a magnificent 
view of an immenle plain to the right of the Danube. This is terminated to the fou^ 
by the lofty hills of Styria, whofe heads often top the clouds. The city* which is on 
this fide the Danube, rifes diredlly over againft you, like a magnificent amphitheatre. 
The femicircle of beautiful high hills, by which it is encompafied, extended to the Da- 
nube* Tke deep white ground of thefe hills is thick covered with villages and houfes* 
and amidft the hanging woods on the ^fide* there are fome caftles which make a very 
fine appearance. / The majeftic Danube gives (till more grandeur, life* and variety to 
this beaudful prdfpe€t:. ' 

The city is very handfome. It is built almoft entirely of freeftone. There is fomuch 
induft^, happinefs, and profperity* amon^the eleven thouliuid inhabitants who dwell in 
it, as fo make the Bavarian cities apjpear ,lw:e fo many poor-houfes, in comparifon of it. 
There are feveral confiderable manufa&ures here, and the trade of the cjty is very exten- 
five. There is very good company to be met with amongft the numerous and poliflied 
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iic^llity, di9 oiSce» who are eondantty quartered here, and thefererai profeflbrsof the 
place. The dty is open on ail fides, and the town and country feem fo united, that, if 
my fjdrtt ttf knight errantry would allow it, I would pitch my tent, and lay up my tra- 
veiling llaff here. The nobility of the place chiefly confilte of families, whofe incomes 
are too iinah to aHow of thdr living cretfitably at Vienna. Oneadvantage, which arifes 
from this is, that they abate much of the hauteur, which renders theconverfationof the 
Upper German noblity jn general fo unbearable. 

The young women of this place have much better manners, more reading, and are in 
all refpefts better qualified to appear with advantage in fodety than the Bavarian dames; 
but they lofe in body what they gain in mind. Their general want of colour, and their 
laded looks, in which are fo ftrong a contrail to the ammated open countenances of the 
others, are commonly attributed to the waters, and damp of the place ; but I am 
opinion that the evil Ues elfewhere. A large garrifon feldom contributes to the health 
of young women. The drefs of the women of the lower rank is the handfomeli; I have 
ever feen. Their conllitutions feem to be very warm, which explains the lliriveiled Hate 
of their bodies. 

The treatment of ftrangere here does not coirefpond with the foftnefs and gentlenefs 
of manner which the Auftrian government affumes in every thing elfe. We were car- 
ried like prifonersfrom the veffel to the guard-room, where I was obliged to wait above 
half an hour, in a ftinking room, before the olHcer, who had the appearance of an in* 
quifitor, had examined the feverai mechanics, and was at leifure to expedite my palf. 
port. This gentleman feemed to me to have it much more at heart to make recruits, 
than to recommend himfelf to his fuperiors by his good treatment of Grangers. # 
Happening to have left my tobacco*box on board, I took a walk in fearch of if, 
through a very pleafant country, to the place where I knew the veffel muff flop. I 
, arrived juft as fome lower officers, with very fierce and furly countenances, were got on 
'.^board, once more to vifit the mechanics, who imagined they had been difpatched at 
Lintz. They took away two Bohemians, under the pretence that the natives were not 
allowed to go from one province to another without a fpecial permiffion. The men 
were indeed foon releafed on Ihewing their paffes, but in the interval the^ veffel had 
failed, and the men were obliged to walk feverai miles before they could come up with 
it again. The objed of the foldiers was certamly to oblige thefe good people, by their 
delay, to enlift. A traveller in France, be his rank what it may, has no impediments 
of this kind to apprehend. As foon as his pafs is fealed, and his trunk fearched, nothing 
more cui ftop hm. I was Handing this morning on the banks of the river, to fee them 
unload a veffel from Ulm, on board which I mean to take my paffage to-morrow. 
Amongft the pallengers were two of our countrymoi, the one an elderly man, who was 
going to Vienna to get his bread as a language mafter ; the other a frifeur. A fer- 
jeant, with his bayonet fixed, alked fhem for their pafs, which he tore out of their 
hands, with a ferodty I was not at all furprifed at, becaufe I knew it was natuial to him. 
The language mafter was offended at it, and muftered all his German togethdf| in order 
to make the foldier fenfible of his importance. .Though the ferjeant could not make a 
woid out of what the poor Frenchman wotdd have faid, yet the vivacity o£ the manner 
having made him conJeSure muft be fomething not fufficiently cefpeflfiil, he gave the 
other a punch in the ribs trith the bayonet. On this, the Frenchman appealed to die 
fpedators, and told them, that people were not thus treated in his country; bptthe 
only anfwer he got for this remonftrance, was from one of the mo^ who advifed him, 
if that was the caie, in future to ftay at home. Such treatment (ioes not prepofiefs a 
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flxanger, who happens to have no opporiuahy of feeing better compatgr, Riib a tery 
favourable opinion of the country. . ; 

Remonllrances in general are but ill received here. The omnipotent ftick is ever 
ready to anfwcr interrogatories j and a man foon perceives, in every occurrence, that 
he is come into a military government, the foundation of which isabolute fubordination. 

It is true, that perfons of a certain rank are not expofed to this ; but what then ? It 
appears to me, that whatever be the condition, or ftation; man owes to man good will 
and civility. . Amongil \is the leaft foldier is open to remonftrance, and anfwers it as 
well as he is able. . Every hotly fecms eager to (hew the ftranger that they take intereft 
in his fate, that they are glad to fee him in their country, and that they haVe a pride in 
giving him as good an opinicm of them as pofliblc. The reafon why we were treated with 
more civility at EngelhuJtzel, is, becaul'e it is a frontier town', and there arc no troops 
quartered there, on account of the fear there is of defertion ; fo the civil ofiicers arc 
obliged to give good words : but here, when the air rcl'ounds with the flrokes of the 
corporal’s ilick, every look of the lowcft fervant muft be confidered as a command.— 
Brother, in what regards politcnefs and humanity, a Frenehtnan has a right to be proud. 
This is no prejudice. In the other nations of Europe, civility is confined within the 
very fmall circle of the higher orders ; but we mufl do our common people the honour 
to allow that it is by no means fo with us. As for the boafted freedom of fpeech of 
fome of our neighbours, it is often no more than a ferocity, and wildnefs of manner, 
produced by a vei^y bad education. 

Our boat was built after the model of Noah’s ark ; it had no window's to it, was 
decked all over, and the men, beafls, merchandize, and vermin, were packed up toge- 
ther ;n it without any diflindion. The quarterdeck fupplied the place of a cabin. 

A high pile of chefts of fugar formed the inner wall of this, and on one fide of it 
there was a little opening left, which they called a window, but through which there 
hardly came light enough to fhew that it was day. 'I’hcre was another opening made 
on the fide of the foredeck length-ways, about the middle of the vcfl'cl, not large enough 
to let a dove fly in with an olive branch. Through this, with very imrainent danger of 
life, W'e were obliged (o do our necellitics. 

As there was no outlet to thc'fc clones , norpny cabin boys onboard to clean them, you 
may conceive what balfamic exhalations every now and tlien filled the boat, cfpecially 
as it liappentd to be micouinionly full of paffengers. 1 lay for the greateft part of the 
Vme flre ehed mu on the roof of this ark, but was forced to cling very clofo to the edge 
of it, that I miglif not be plunged into the water, by the Icafl motion arifing from the 
change of the rudder, or by running on ground. It is, I afl'ure you, jio fmall exercife 
to ft cure the feet propei ly in thefe expeditions. The beautiful profpeft 1 enjoyed made 
the journey tolerable. From Paffau hither, the banks of the Danube are covered with 
• he hills which furround the plains of Auftria. * Thefe hills fbnd in general fo near 
each other, that it is only in a very few places that you can call the fpace between them 
a plain ; fli many places they hang over the river like broken walls. Not with ftandiiig 
this, the fliores arc well inhabited and Avcnderfully cultivated. It is true, that between 
Lintz and this place, which are diflant from each other^twenty -eight German miles, 
you meet with no great cities, but there arc many fmall ones, and a great number of 
villages and meadows, all which flievv that the inhabitants are much at their eafe«. 

What afierded me the greateft pleafure was the winding of the river; fometiraes we 
coafted along v'allies encompaffed with hills, the Hopes of which were gentle enough to 
admit of cultivation to the very top. 'J’hc fore-ground of the btautivul perfpedlive ex- 
hibited 
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hibited ^’ther ja well cultivated, village or a large meadow, the white of which contrafted 
fingularfy With the dark groves of the broken mountain behind. And now the boat comes 
nearer and nearer to this place, which Ihuts in the whole profpeft, and feems to fwim 
upon the water ; tiow we are only a hundred paces diftant from it, without being able 
to difeover on what fide the ftream will wind out of the vale. We fear to run aground 
on the walls of a town, or to put into the ftreets of a village, when at once a profped 
of a quite different kind opens to our right ; the river turns by a lharp corner out of 
the clear vale, into a narrow, wild, obfeure glen. This is like being carried at once 
out of mid-day into the darkeft night ; for the perpendicular high hills and groves on 
each fide do not fuffer the day to break through. But the back-ground is covered by 
a thick darknefs, which hardly allows of diftinguifiiing the tops of the high hills from 
the deep blue of the fky.. The fore ground is filled with a dark grey, which agrees 
wonderfully with the colour and figure of the hills and woods. No noife breaks the 
ftillnefs which reigns in this foHtary vale, favethe far-founding ftroke of a wood-cutter in 
a neighbouring wood, or the fong of fome bird. And now we are approaching the end 
of this frightful profpeft, and cxpe£l to be reftored to day through fome fubterraneous 
paffage, but the feenery grows darker and darker, and the way we are to get out appears 
more and more a riddle to us : with anxious looks wc feek for an opening in the rocks, 
by which we are imprifoned on all fides ; — when lo! as if by a ftroke of a fairy’s wand, 
there opens a chearful landfcape on the left, to the fight of which we are introduced 
through a narrow gulph. Our ravifhed eyes now wander over the .beautiful hilla, the 
various woods, the numberlefs villages, the caftles and country houfes, the vineyards and 
gardens, which during a long traft are refleded by the river. In this manner the prof- 
peft is always changing, the variety being fuch as leaves you more to expeft in every 
change, and always gives more than it had promifed. 

I had two adventures on board of this conveyance, which turned out like the famous 
wlnd-mill bufinefs of the renowned Don Quixote. 1 am alniofl; afhamed to give an ac- 
count of them. In my way here, through Ulra and the other cities, I had heard fo 
much of the danger of paffing the fall and whirlpool of the Danube, that I had thought 
of throwing you and Nannette into no fmall terrors, by the defeription of the perils I 
had undergone. But you may now be at reft, my dear children, though I Ihould have 
this Scylla and Charlbdis to encounter a hundred times. The fall is a fpot in which the 
river, having been confined for a time betwixt two high hills, breaks with an impetuous 
noife 6ver a wall of rocks, which meet it dircdly in its courfe. This founds very terri- 
ble ; but towards the right fide of the river, the ftream has worn thefe rocks fo much, 
that even at this time, when the water is lower than ever it was known to be in the me- 
mory of man, the largeft veffel may fail over, without being expofed to any danger. 
Poflibly, fome hundred years ago, there might have been fome rifk, and this may have 
made this place fo famous in all the fouthern parts of Germany, and in all the relations 
of voyage writers and geographers ; but at pr^fent there is a great noife about nothing, 
and the inceffant flowing of the ftream will foon do away even the name of tjiis frightful 
place. The country about the fall is wild and romantic to a degree. A broken rock, 
in appearance like a fquare tower, ftands about twenty paces from the fliorc, in the midft 
of the roaring flood. I'he common paffage is betwixt this, rock and the fhore. 1 hey 
have ereQed a crofs on this natural caitle, to which the travellers addrefs their prayers : 
it makes a very pifturefque appearance amidft the wild briars that furround it. Upon 
the whole, I was much more amufed with the beauties of the country, than frightened 
with the danger of the place. 


We 


VOL. VI. 


K 



66 


RIESBECK’s TRAVEI-S through GERMANY. 


We left the whirlpool *, which is met with foon after the fall, about twelve to fifteen 
paces on the right, without being affected by any of its undulations. Commonly there 
is room for more veffels than one to pafs betwixt it and the fliore, without ahy danger : 
fo that when the mafter carries his paflfcngers through it, it is only done to imprefs them 
with needlefs -terrors. When the water is deepelt and ftrongeft, it cannot fuck in a 
veflel carrying a moderate burthen ; but is only dangerous to the fmall craft which obfti- 
nately perfift in going through it. As far as I could fee, it is not above twenty feet in 
circumference. To lUm up all, neither of thefe places are as dangerous as many parts 
of the Mol’elle, the Maefe, the Rhone, the Loire, and the Rhine, which yet are com- 
monly puffed by without any apprehenfions. 

A great variety of circumllances concur to excite an idea of danger in both thefe parts 
of the Danube. Low mechanics are fond of fpeaking of them, and magnifying the 
danger, that they may increafe their own importance in having gone through it. Others 
more fiinple, who come to the place with ftrong conceits of what they are to meet with 
there, are fo ftruck with the wildnefs of the profpeft, and the roaring of the water, that 
they begin to quake and tremlile before they have feen any thfng ; — But the mailers of 
veffels are thole who molt effedlually keep up the impofitlon. They make the paffages 
a pretence for railing the price of the freight, and when you are pall them, the Iteerf- 
inan goes round with his hat in his hand to collf’61 money from the paffengers, as a re- 
w'ard for having conduced them fafely through Inch perilous fpots. When our mafter 
(who yet very well knew how much it was for his intereft to keep up the credit of his 
monfters) faw how little attention I paid to them, he affured me, in confidence, that 
during the twenty years he had failed the Danube, he had not heard of a fingle acci- 
dent. There is infinitely more danger from the many wooden bridges which the vef- 
fels muft ncceffarily pafs through. The arches of thei'e are, for the molt part, fo clofe 
to each other, that there is hardly room enough for a large veffel to pafs betwi.\.t them. 
The common palfage-boat, which has travellers and valuable wares on board, has nothing 
to fear, both becaufe the fides of thefe veffels are fo high, that they cannot eafily fhip 
water, and becaufe the people belonging to the velfel, and who are to anfwcr for the 
goodsj take care that they lhall not be expofed to danger ; but from the inn at Stein, 
w'here we Hopped to take a view of the cloifter of Molk, and the country round about 
us, we faw three ftiips laden with wood fink under the bridge. The few failors which 
were on board jumped into a wheny, and endeavoured to take in as much of the wood, 
with which the Danube is covered on every part, as they could. The fides of thefe 
lliips are hardily more than a few inches higher than the furface of the river, and the 
leall joftle they meet with makes them ftiip water enough to fink them. 

The gatherers of wood arc niiferable people, who can get nothing by any handicraft. 
Their wretched fliips are of no value, and in cafe of accidents, the men can always fave 
themfelves on board the fmall boats, whFch they have in tow for. the purpofe. Moft of 
the mifearriages are to be aferibed to their wantonnefs. 

Throughout the w'hole of this journey, we met with very good and very cheap inns. 
There are no men waiters in thefe parts^ but their duty is done by young women, who 
feem ready for more fervice^than one. I'here reigns throughout an exceflive cleanli- 
nefs, and a high degree of eafe and profperity. 

Paris by no means ftrikes the eye fo magnificently as Vienna does, when you approach 
the latter by the river. At a diftance of a few miles you firft difeover the high tower 
of St. Stephens, in a narrow vale, through which the ftream winds. The windmgs o( 
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the vale foon remove the tower from the eyes of the traveller, who ftill looks eagerly for 
the place where the immenfe pyramid, now vaniihed, pointed out to him the habitation 
of the Caefars. Soon after, high hills covered with vineyards clofe up this vale, when to 
the left there opens an immenfe plain, in which, by degrees, the traveller difcovers a 
part of the city ; the right is covered with hills, partly wooded, and partly cultivated, 
which come down to the river. The magnificence of this beautiful fpot is much im- 

E roved by the royal cloifter of Neuburg. At length you come to a ftrait rock, which 
angs almoft down upon the flood below. On the top of this there is a cloiller, and at 
the bottom the beauteous village of Rufdorff, which you almoft take for one of the fub- 
urbs of Vienna. When once you have paiTed the rock, the capital occupies the whole 
horizon. Its feveral parts commend thomfelves the more to the eye, from their being 
at great diftances from each other, and many of them fituated on high eminences. The 
number of large buildings, the noife that broke upon my ears from all fides, and the 
foreft, as it were, of houfes, made iny heart beat, notwithftanding all the pains 1 could 
take to think of Horace’s Nil Admirari. 

When we landed, my trunks underwent another fearch by the cuftom houfe officers. 
This paffed over without any difagreeable circumftanccs, as they did not take the trou- 
ble to infpeft my pockets, which 1 bad filled with forbidden books. The journey from 
Lintz hither lalted fix days, though it is commonly performed in two. 'I'he reafon af- 
figned by the failors was the ufual one of contrary winds ; but 1 knew the true caufe to 
be, the contraband goods they had on board. The journey from Ratiibon hither cofts 
two ducats ; one of which pays your paffage, and the other your provifions, which con- 
fift of frefli fifh, fait meat, and fome vegetables. When the weather is fine, you may 
fleep on board without inconvenience. Cheap however as this journey of fifty-fix Ger- 
man miles feems to be at firft fight, I did not find my account in it ; the frequent and 
long ftoppages of the fliip obliging me to live much on fhore, and to fpend my time and 
money at inns. 

The beft way, when you are fortunate enough to meet with company at Ulm or Ra- 
tifbon, is to purchafe a fmall decked veffel, which you may have for fixty or feventy 
guilders, and which will hold fifteen or lixteen people. The veffel may be fold again at 
Vienna, often with profit, and you perform your journey in four, five, or at moft fix 
days^ whereas a common veffel is fourteen, and often fixteen days in going the jour- 
ney. ' Three or four failors and a good fteerfman will think themfelves fufficiently paid 
for their trouble, if, wffien you come to your journey’s end, you give them the veffel. 

m 

LETTER XIX. 

YOU have no idea, dear brother, of the trouble I had to provide myfelf with a pro- 
per habitation. I ran about the city three whole days with my laquais de place^ before 
I could get houfed. It is nor here as at Paris, where there is an office in every part of the 
city, giving an account of what houfes or lodgings are to let, and for what price. Here 
every owner of a houfe puts up a bill before his.door, ftating very circumftantially what 
rooms he has empty. As the houfes confift of five or fix ftories, and each ftory has an 
owner, who may have a room or an apartment vacant, you often find the doors. of the 
houfes plaftered all over with advertifements, and may be near half an hour reading, 
before you get the information you want to arrive at. 

The firft room I faw was up four pair of ftairs. The looks of it did not difpleafe me ; 
but as foon as I heard that the owner was a Gnadige Herr^ I faid in French to my laquais, 
A^y, -I wilPhave nothing to do with a gnadige herr^ who has half of his hired habi- 
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tation to underlet.” The next houfe I went into, I mounted up fix pa^, of d|ati^ 
When 1 was got to the top, there came out of a lower apartnient a little diminutfvie iaan 
in a night gown ; he had a pen (licking behmd his ear, and was followed by a mi||!d,^ 
who gave him the appellation of your honour. Only your honour^ thought I to oiyfelf, 
this may do. I went into the rooms, and was'half induced, by the pure air I breathed 
in thefe upper regions, to clofe the agreement, when it came into my head to open a 
window, and look what fort of profped 1 (hould have, i could difcover nothing but 
roofs of houfcsand chimneys, which entirey took away all view of the city.—** Away,**^ 
laid I. — So we law fix apartments that day. without Bnding any thing that would fui(. 
Amongft other landlords, we came to an Excellence., or rather to a Magnificence (for I 
had choice of titles) who lived in the back part of a ground floor, and with whom I did 
not choofe to partake of the foul air he breathed. The next day’s operation opened 
ivith a gnadige fraw. She recommended her fraeleii tochter to mp for fo many things, 
that it was iinpollible to think of coming to an agreement with her. “ Look here,” 
fays (he, “ my daughter herfelfmW bring you your cofiee in the morning j if you choofe 
any tea in an afternoon, my daughter herfclf will wait upon you with it ; if you choofe 
to treat us now and then to a play, and are too late for your traiteur, our cold fupper 
will be at your fervice, and fo pn — Tliou mud know, it is not in Germany as with 
us at Paris ; a Woman of honour looks upon it as an affront to be offered to be treated 
to a public place, by a perfon w'ho is not a relation, or a particular friend. Here it is 
the cuftom to frank women wherever you go with them. 1 foon faw that'the pretty 
girl’s fervices were included in the price of the room ; fo away I went again. Having 
again tired myfelf with fearching this day., I began to think that I (hould not find what 
I wanted in the city itfelf, as all the lodgings which have any free air or profpefl: areUn* 
finitely dearer than at Paris. This cannot well be otherwife, as a third part of the inha- 
bitants dwell within the walls of the city, which do not comprehend above one fixth of 
the ground it (lands upon. As the fuburbs are at fome dillance from the city, their 
extenfivenefs makes it a defirable objeft for every one to live nearer the centre of bufi- 
aefs. The fuburbs of Paris are as well inhabited as the city itfeif. But at Vienna we 
meet with a great deal of wafte ground. Another reafon of the high price of the beft 
houfes in the city is, that the fecond ftory of every houfe belongs to the court, and is 
tenanted by its fervants. You pay from fix to eight guilders (about eighteen (hillings) a 
montlr for one of the beft rooms in a good *ftreet, and about three for one of the word. 
*ln the fuburb of Mariahef, which is the mod wholefome fituation in the place, after 
fome trouble, I found a very handfome room, which commands a fine profpefl, for 
three guilders a month. 

I cannot go from hence to town without a great deal of trouble. In Paris you are 
forced to walk up to your ancles in mud ; here on the other hand, you cannot ilir out 
without being choaked with the dull. Vienna lies open to the drying eaft and. north 
winds, but is prote^led by its neighbouring hills from the fuuth and weft, which keeps 
Paris in almoft perpetual rains. When it has rained here a whole night, all is dry again 
a few hours after fun-rife, and by no*cm the clouds of dull begin to rife. Indeed, vmen 
it rains more than a day, the dull makes the mud exceedingly deep. When 1 would go 
to the town, 1 muft crufs the wide and naked-plain which parts us, which I am obliged 
to do, with iny hand]^crchief to my mouth, in order not to be choaked with duft. The 
hackney, coaches of this place are always in a trot or a gallop, and as the way^ to Shom- 
brun lies by my windows, it requires fome good tuck, as well as (bm^ care, to go through 
the clouds of duft, without being run over by a hackney coach, br without running 
ground of fome other traveller. 
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JxtaSt of « fiege, the (Jiftanee betwixt the towp and fuburbs would givie the befiegers 
great' advantages} but itja very unlikely that fuch a circumfiance ihould ever happen. 
The Turks have be«) the (Wily peeple in modern times, who could carry their wars to 
the gates of the capital, a thing which the King of Pruffia did not dare attempt, after the 
molt fuccefsful battle. At prefept the ftrength of the Imperial houfe is fo fuperior t* 
that of the Porte, that I believe the prcfcnt court keeps up the fortifications, only with 
the view of keeping the city itfclf in fubjeftion. Another reafon indeed, may be aligned, 
which is the ruin that would fall upon feyeral families, who fubfifl entirely by letting 
their houfes, if the value of them was to fink one half, which it would cenainly do, if 
the empty fpace before the city was to be built upon. As things now are, there are 
feveral habitations worth from 2 to joo,ooo guilders, or from 20 to 30,000 pounds • per 
annum, which conftitutes the whole fortune of their poffeffors. Any man who is out of 
debt, and has a houfe in this city, is accounted a rich man. The houfe of the book- 
feller Trattnem is an objeft of 30,000 guilders (or 3000I. a year) to him. The advan- 
tages rha» would accrue, in point of health and convenience, by carrying the city on to 
the fpburbs, and by that means thinning the choaked up habitations, would not make 
amends for what thofe who have houfes mufl; unavoidably fuffer by the change. 

Within thefe few days I have begun my ufual circle in and about the city, in order to 
be able to form to myfelf an idea of its feparate parts.' It takes up almoft two hours to 
go from the end of the fuburb of Wieden to the end of the fuburb of Leopold, which 
is larger than the town, and parted from it only by a fniall arm of the Danube. The 
going from the fuburb Roflfaw to the end of the fuburb Landfirafie, took me up about 
another half hour. Vienna certainly (lands upon much more ground than Paris does.. 
It has twenty-fix fuburbs; but many parts of them are not built upon, and about a third 
of them is occupied by three or four hundred gardens, not above three or four of which 
are worth feeing. The fuburbs beft inhabited are the RolTaw, the Jofephftadt, St. Ulrich, 
Mariahilp, a part of the Wieden, and the Leopoldftadt. The largeft of them all, after 
the Leopolddadt, is the Wieden, the inhabitants of which have a great refemblance to 
thofe of the fuburb St Marcel at Paris. 

'I'here are fcarce eight buildings in the whole town which can be called |>eautiful or 
magnificciTt. '1 he mod difiinguilhed of thefe are the palace of Lichtenilein, the Em- 
peror’s library, and the chancery. ' 

The»Einpcror’s palace is an old black building, that has neither beauty nor (latelinefs. 

It is a great mafs of (lone, which was built (even (lories high, in order to contain.as— 
many inhabitants as poifible. There are hardly three (quares, or places here which 
m k any figure at all. The greated thoroughfare is from the Emperor’s palace over 
the Coa/ markciy the Graben^ the Stockameijenplqfs, and through the Camthnerjiraffe, 
In all thtfe places, particularly in the narrow and irrf*gular Stockameifenplafs^ the tho- 
roughfare is as great, and the motion as lively, as in any'dreet of London or Paris. 
The dream of this great concourfe reaches as far as Leopoldfgate, and throughout the 
whole of the high dreet of the fuburb of Leopold.—— There are not more than eight 
buildings worth looking at in the fuburbs; aqd the tadeof the buildings about the gar- 
dens, and the fummer^houfes, is miferable. 

According to the common report of thofe from whom one has a right to expeA ac- 
curate accounts of their native country, the population of Vienna amouatato at lead a 
milliuB. Bttfchihg, in his georaphy, will hardly allow it to pafs two hundred thouiand. 
In my opimon the public and the geographer are equally midaken.- In the Ia(l year, 
which was not vemarkably fatal,, according to the bills of. mbrtali^, Ab number of the 
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doad amounted to tdn thoufand, th^t is about half the nuipa^r of thofaiho,4le||^ari8. 
Now if you make allowance for ftfangers, of vhofe deat£^ you <;an have no iiocMiiate 
account, and multiply the fum by thirty-fix, you wU haveHtne true'accpunt of tbf jpo- 
pulatiun. . * ^ 

1 was afiured by a man of confequence, who was in the way pf getting at good - u^r- 
ination, that a very little time ago, the population was efiimated at. three hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand, ftrangers included. This reckoning will appear accurate; for we 
muft conllder that the air and water are much better here than they are at Paris, w^re 
the numbers are allowed to be feven hundred thoufand, of whom twenty-one thpdfiuid 
die every year. Doubtlefs Vienna has as many inhabitants in it as Naples } and thofe 
two towns are the moil populous in the world, after Conftantinople, London, and Paris. 
Whoever is a little acquainted with other large cities will fee, in a moment, that Vienna 
mull contain above two hundred thoufand people. 

I am not yet fuifidently acquainted with the manners, cufioms, and amufements of 
. the inhabitants of this place, to be able to give you any certain information about them. 
All I can fay is, that to judge by external appearances, the great appear uncommonly 
fond of magnificence. I was fhewn the Prince of Lichtenftein, mounted on a very fine 
horfe, and attended by at lead eight perfons, fome of whom were dreifed like huflars, 
and feemed to be a kind of body guard. He is fuppofed to be like the Emperor, in 
manners, geftures, and face; and fome think that he attempts to copy him in externals. 
As to my part, I own that in the glimpfe I had of them both, I could not difeover the 
' refemblatice ; and there is one thing in which they certainly differ, for the Emperor un- 
doubtedly does; not like to go out with fo numerous a train of follower^, I faw him 
taking the air : he was in a cabriolet., and had a fingle footman behind him. He affeds 
fimplicity and popularity almoft in the extreme. 

In the fliort time I have been here, I have feen more fplcndid equipages and horfes 
than there are in all Paris. Our fafhions prevail here univerfally. Dreffed dolls are 
regularly fent from Paris for the purpofe of teaching the women how to put on their 
gow'ns and drefs their heads. Even the men from time to time, get memoranda from 
Paris, and lay them before their taylors and hair-dreffers. I heard a lady telling another 
yefterday at the play, with an air of the profoundeft wifdom, that the Queen of France 
had worn the fame kind of head drefs as fhe had then on, four weeks ago at the theatre* 
All the women I have hitherto feen are painted up to the eyes and ears like the French 
^nes. The knowing ones tell you, that the eyes acquire a kind of fire by this means, 
Which gives an inexprefiible animation to the whole look ; but I believe I have often 
told you and Nannette, that I am barbarian enough to wilh to wipe away all the red off 
a lady’s cheeks with a wifp of ftraw and coarfe fand, even though the eyes fhould Ipfe 
ail their luftre by it. After all, the rouge of the ladies here, like that of our Parifi'an 
daiftes, feems to have become a neceffary evil, to hide the yellownefs of their fkin. 
I faw feveral of them who had every reafon to cry out. La verole mon Dieu, m*a rouge 
ot. 

LETT’ERXX. 

Vienna* 

p^Uofophers are unanimous in declaring a^inft large fodeties ; as for ray 
'<ipwn'^a^^l tadi^lh^ they are, and am contented with what 1 find^ trileneveran al- 

impoffible. It is very trite that whdi^ yon Ipok on the 
. great dties feem a difgface td humanity ; btSK^put one of chefe 

])bfid3^Iier5 and let. him tell youhoWiLoadon, Paris, or Vienna, are to be 
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midelefs with^t flito and rendering a large portion of the prefent 

inhsibitahtt nnlfiappy*’ . 

■VSniWever Is much fight, there wll of courfe be a great deal of fhade. Tike 
theth all together, there is more good than bad amonglt mankind ; though, therefore, 
yoii ihould allow the wickednefs of individuals to be more vifible in large cities, than it 
IS in the fcattered cottages of the inhabitants of the foreft, mountain, or defert ; it is 
plainly owin^’ to the following reafons, viz. Becaufethe natural propenfities of the twc 
tegged wild beads have more opportunities of /hewing themfelves without difguife here ; 
becatife we can fee the wickednefs of fo many that are drawn together, as it were to t 
point, ‘khd in cottages it efcapes us ; becaufe this very contraft is rendered more flrikinp 
from the attention which the police, who has no power to reward the good, is compelled 
to pay to the punifhment of the wicked. Our philofophers, who declaim on this head, 
have more /pleen than good humour about them, and had rather fee black than white ; 
but the greatelt part of them are fo little in earned in their declarations, that even the 
very ferious John James of Geneva preferred living at Paris, to living with thofe very Sa- 
voyards and inhabitants of the Valais, in whofe praifes he was fo full. 

It has been faid of London, that you may fee heaven and hell there at once. This, 
with a little allowance for the difference, which the drongly pronounced charafter of the 
Englifliman gives to all he does, is true, I believe, of every large city in the world. But, 
on the other hand, the ncwfpapers, which are every day publilTied in thefe cities, exhibit 
indances of virtue in all ranks of life, which the half favage has no idea of. The good 
there is about man difcovers itfeif in great cities as much as the bad, and ought to be re- 
fpefted by every true friend to humanity, in a much greater degree than the virtues of 
favage life, for as much as it is not the working of a fenfelefs indinft, but the refult of 
a greater degree of knowledge and more lively feelings. Conceive to yourfelf the fub- 
lime anfwer of a mc’chanic of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris, to a monk who comforted 
him on his death bed, by telling hTm that he mull of courfe be glad to go out of this 
world of tribulation. “ Good father,” faid the dying man, “ no fins moled my con- 
fcience, my days have glided away foftly, and in uninterrupted pleafurcs, and the world 
has been no place of tribulation to me. I refign myfelf willingly to the appointment of 
Providence, and die without a figh ; but, had it pleafed the Creator to increafe the num- 
ber of my days, 1 trufl that my trade ^ ” Think of the young man who main- 

tained his family for fome time with his blood, which he fold to a furgeon, who wanted 
to make experiments with ir. Recolleft the young woman of St. Jaques at Paris, who 
dood firm againd every offer of feduftion, and maintaiiied herfelf, mother, and little lif- 
ters, by occupations fo laborious, that they deftroyed her beauty and impaired her con- 
llitution. Thefe, and a thoufand more fuch cafes, which the hiflory of Paris furnilhes 
us with, will teach you, that in large Ibcieties men excel in virtue as much as they do in 
vice, and that all the dories of the natural place of man, and the advantages to be found 
in it, for the purpofesof fiappinefs and virtue are, for the mod part, only the beauteous 
dream of abliraft realbncrs. For my own part, brother, I have found the man of the 
woods, whenever occafion was given for it, full as wicked as the inha,bitants of the mod 
peopled towns and cities. The propenfity, indeed, to opprefs and cheat his neighbour, 
cannot be fo vifibly difeovered in the former as it is in the latter, becaufe the neighbour 
and he do not often come into fuch drong collifion ; but when the latter is good, he is 
fo in a much higher degree than.the half lavage. : , 

It Is faid, that cdtain modes of education, certain cudoms, and a bad govefhmeht, 
bow down to their 'yoke thofe who live with more fimplicity. But all the half favages 
we are acquainted with (and as to the whole ones, we Ihall^know nothing certain of 

them 
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tkem till the couBtrfl>6yoi|ci the moonibaj^'he dtrcov«!red)«m»1fo uiujar ^inflaeOficirc^ 
cuftom, education, and government. On,|l^ Dther hand, z||nnj^ hi0.^Ail^ed« 
inhatntant of numerous focinties U more eafiiy pol^d, 'inn ivhen* M grows 
more eaiily coB^verted than the half lavage, yrho fets his life bn hts cnAoms and mahnjiiit. 
Even at this time -the molt enamoured partiHins of the Swifs And only in Ibme fct|9tered 
parts of Savoy, the reliques of the manners they fo much admire, and tl^fe, ' they muit 
confers, will be done away in the next generation ; whilfl:, on the other hand, the cor* 
ruption to be found among the inhabitants of the Grifons, and fome of the Democratic 
Cantons, furpadcS every idea, which a man not acquainted with the place can feral of 
it, with this additional caufc for defpair, that the evil is here remedileis ; wheretU the 
inhabitants of Paris, London, and Vienna may grow better in fome generation. 

1 found it necelTary to make thefe introdu^ory remarks, becaufe, though I was not 
r capable to f^as much good of the people of Vienna at prefent as I could wifli, I was 
willing you mould be convinced that I am in perfect iiaendlhip with them, and do not 
mean to advife them to feparate and live behind the hedges like gypiies, in order to 
make their fituadon better, by approaching nearer to the itate of nature. In every part 
of the world I meet men towards whom my heart warms, and have no necellity to 
Wander with our knight orants^ among the vales of Piedmont, Savoy, and Switzerland, 
in order to find fellow-creatures' to be proud of. I do not know whether thefe gentle- 
men meet with what they are in fearch of, but it is certain that they all come back again 
very foon. 

What diftinguilhes the people of this place from the Parifians is a certain coarfe pride 
not to be deferibed, an infurmountable heavinefs and llupidity, and an unaccountable 
propenfity to guzzling. The hofpitality of the table, about which you have heard fo 
much, is only an of pride. During the four weeks I have been here, I have 
hardly been able to dine above four times by myfelf. It is the cullom when a man is 
firft introduced into a new houfe, to fix a day in eve^’y week for him to be a regular 
gueft there. In the firll houfe I dined, I conceived that the people bad a real pleafure 
in feeing me ; but I had not fat long before I had invitations enough, from the company 
prefent only, to lad me a month. But when they aik you, they all do it with fuch faces 
which feem to fay, Is not it true that we are far more hoi'pitable than your Parifian 
gentry ?” Sometimes they go dill farther, and make themfeltes very merry (that is, ac- 
cording to the Vienna mode of being merry) with our fparing niggardlincfs. It is cer- 
wCainly true, that a man eats much better here than he does at Paris, and he certainly alfo 
eats a great deal more. At the common tables of the people of a middling rank (fuch as 
the lower fervants of the court, merchants, artids, and the better kinds of mechanics) 


you commonly fee fix, eight, or even ten difhes, with two, three, or even four kinds of 

S ine. They commonly fit two hours at table, and they took it as a very uncivil thing 
F ihe that 1 refufed to tade many dilhes, though I was compelled to do fo, to fave my- 
$1 ^ kn indigediOn. But, alas ! fo foon as the body is iatisfu d here, fo foot) does the mind 
iMgfor the friendly dines and foupes of Paris, which you know are more intended for 
tine lead of reafon, and the flow of I’dul, than the dainty purluit of indigedions, choleras, 
and apt^laxy. Here the only entertainment, mingled with the very letious bufinels 
gnlMferwara, are fome very bad low jokes. At the bed tables here, (1 mean thole of 
the fraasd oraer) you commonly meet a monk, but more CDibmonly a player, whofe 
very.lj^fil^ wit enlivens the whole company. The monk is commonly fcated by the 
isly of HnuCe^ whom he coquets with ; the player is feated at the other end, and 
kfiahs at hiBi fSH the whole route breaks out into fhquts of laughter^ far above tiie ca- 
lungs or care either to join inor bear. When the converfation takes 
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a more ferious turn, it is always about the theatre, which is the utmoft length to which 
criticifm or obfervation ever extend in this country ; but the players arc far from being 
the company here that they are at Paris. None of thofe with whom I am hitherto ac- 
quainted know their mother tongue. At Paris, undoubtedly, we fliould not admit into 
good company, men, who neither by their wit or their manners can raife themfelves at 
all above the loweft of the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, you meet here with none of the briflenefs, the fpirited pleafure, the 
iinconftrained fatisfaftion, and the interefting curiofity about what is going forwards, 
that you find at Paris even amongfl the loweft orders of focicty. No body here makes 
remarks upon the minifters or the court ; no body entertains the company with the no- 
velty or anecdote of the day. You meet with nuniberlefs people of the middling ranks 
who have nothing to fay of their minifters, their generals, and philofophers, and who 
hardly know even their names. Nothing is taken care of but the animal part. They 
breakfaft till they dine, and they dine till they fup, with only the interval of, perhaps, a 
Ihort walk and going to the play. If you go into a coffee-houfe, of which there are about 
feventy, or into a beer-houfe, which are the moft elegant and beft furnilhed of all the 
public houfes, (I faw one with red damalk tapeftry, pidures with gilt frames, looking* 
glaffes, clocks a-la-Grecque, and marble tables,) you will fee nothing but a perpetual 
motion of jaws. One thing you may reft aflfured of, that no one will come up to you or 
be troublefome with queftions ; no man there talks at all, except with his neighbour, 
and then he moft commonly whifpers. You W’ould conceive you were in a Venetian 
coffee houfe, where they all take one another for fpies. When I fay all this I defire 
to be underftood as fpeaking of the middling ranks only, who in all countries are what 
properly may be called the people, for as to the people of rank, they, with a few (hades 
only of diftinftion, are the fame throughout all Europe ; and the loweft clalTes hardly 
mix with fociety. No doubt, a gentleman introduced, as Dr. Moore happened to be, 
would meet with many an Afpafia capable of being claffed in the fame line with her im* 
mortal prototype; (that is, the vicious part of the chara£ler excepted;) an Afpafia whofe 
circles are conftantly filled by the wifeft philofophers, the deepeft ftatefmen, the greateft 
generals, the wifeft, mildeft, and moft affable of princes ; but it is not in alTembUes of 
this kind that the charaders and manners of a nation are to be met with. 

The Ibciablcnefs, goothtafle, and poIKhed manners, which render the prefent court fo 
remarkable, are a confequence of the travelled education of the prefent Emperor. His 
father, indeed, had relaxed fomething of the Sultan manner in his court ; but Jofeph 
is the firft of his houfe who has confidered himfelf as a man born for all m ankind. 
Formerly one of the old nobility confidered it as a difgrace if a common citizen even 
did but look at him; and the leffer, or fecond order of nobleffe, were excluded the court, 
as is the pradice in Spain. There are inftances of perfons, even of the rank of field- 
marflials, who could not gain admittance. The whole train of fcience was banilhed un- 
der the notion of pedantry, and the arts, ever taftelefs without it, were employed only 
to drefs up harlequins. I he Emperor Leopold, indeed, had fome tafte for mufic: but 
conceive to yourfelf this prince (a cotemporary of ‘Lewis XIV. at a time when the arts 
were in all their glory with us) with his imperial crown on his imperial (houlders, look- 
ing out of his palace window to fee a fet of the loweft buffoons that ever dilgraced a ftage 
with their tricks, fing and dance in the court of the palace. Prince Eugene was the 
firft who introduced any thing of a tafte into the country ; the firft who gave a general 
love for French literature : he lived in the ftrideft friendfhip with the wits and artifts of 
his day, and wat^ the fame here for the arts, that he had been in the imperial army, 
where he had had as much to encounter with from folly and fuperftition, as from the 
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iargcfl. hods (^f the enemy. The monks, particularly the jefuits, refilled his benign in- 
fluence as long as they could. In C.harles the Vlth’s time no kind of literature was 
held in efteem, exccj.t that which related to merchandize and finance. A few days 
ago there fell into my hands a book, which^ without a doubt, is the bell publication of 
t;iofc dull times ; it treats of finance, and thougli written in moll barbarous German, 
lays down the bell principles of this fcience. Thel'e, however, no king has followed but 
the King of Prullia, wdio has availed himfelf of them, to the no flight detriment of the 
country in which the book was written. The author’s name was Schroeder ; he was in 
the Emperor’s fervicc. Every thing, however, except finance, was in utter darknefs, 
and even the fermons were farces. Towards the end of the lalt reign, things began to 
be upon a better footing ; but the Emprefs, who, with all her excellencies, has a weak 
lide, which is that of wanting to make all her fubjetls angels, fees every improvement 
that is ])ropoled, only as it regards her religion ; befules this, Ihe has a little of the Spa- 
nifii eliquctte left about her, and loves old unpolluted nobility. 

Notwithllanding the care the Emprefs takes o'f the morality of her fubjects, all the 
charities depend upon the court alone for their i'upport. We meet here with no cure 
of St. Sulpice to raife 300,000 livres a year for the relief of the necefiitous. The Arch- 
bilhop Migazzi is as bigoted and as dependant 011 the pupal hierarchy as our Beaumont, 
but he gives no million of livres yearly out of his income to lecret dillrels, as the good 
Archbilhop of Paris does. 1 que/iion whether it w-ould be poflible, upon any occafion, 
to get a collection of 1 0,000 guilders from hence. Though Vienna has feveral houfes 
in it with which the mod opulent in Paris cannot be compared, pride, gallantry, and dif- 
fipation, are all the feelings the people of this place are fufceptible of. 'I’hougli mod of 
the richeft people have been for years opprefl'cd with debts, they have not yet learned 
to confine their cxpences, and w'ould think it a fliame to live within bounds. As to tlie 
middling orders, they live from hand to mouth, and are well fatislied if they can make 
two ends of the year meet. OEconomy is a term entirely baiiilhed from the place. Every 
thing fwills and lives for the pleafure of fenfe only. 


LETTER XXI. 

Vienna. 

THE police of this place is entirely taken up with the objefl: of fupprefling every 
thing that indicates vigour and manly dreng'th : that, how’cvcr, is not the belt police, 
whole only objed is to make every member of fociety as fccure as poflible, but that 
which knows how to give the greated fecurity to the whole, and at the fame lime en- 
croaches as little as polTiblc upon the freedom of individuals. It is certain, that by fet- 
ting watches about every citizen’s houfc to take an account of what is going forward at 
his table and in his bed, and to follow the feveral members of his family wdicrcvcr they 
go, you may guard clFedlually againd diforder ; but who is there that exids on earth, 
and loves the order that is kept up amongll galley-flaves ? 

The wife Creator, whofc government ought to be the model of every wife legiflaturc, 
left us that free will which we fo often abufe. He gave us ftrong incitements to good, 
without taking away the power of doing evil. In this liberty, notwithllanding the mil- 
chiefs which arife from it, confids the true greatnefs of man. Religion teaches us, that 
in his own good time God will punilh the wicked and reward the good. Without the 
freedom to do ill, we fhould have neither moral feelings nor moral happinefs, and God 
w^Quld not be righteous towards us. 


We 
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We cannot fono\ya better model of legiflation and police, than what is fct us by the 
Creator. As it is the bufinefs of legiflation to punifli the wicked without partiality, and 
reward the good with a liberal band ; lb the police, which is lubordinatc to if, oiiglit to 
have no other object than to give it the means of rewarding virtue and punilhing vice. 
To go farther than tbi.s, and endeavour to tnake moral evil phyfically impoffible, is an 
offence both agaiull God and man. 

Human juftice knows of no evils but thofe which fpring from offences which arc hurt- 
ful to fociety ; fhe and her handmaid the police have no right to turn a tribunal oi juf- 
ticeinto a tribunal of confelfion, nor iniperioufly to extend their power to the internal 
morals of a man. Even if the generality of mankind had much more worth of charac- 
ter, and much greater moral feelings than they have, yet ought there not to be fuch 
an inquifition as fubfn'ls in th.is place, by the cftablifltincnt of the confiflorial police and 
other courts. 

Probably Vienna is the only city in the world which has a court called a fpecial com-* 
miflion of chafUty. A few years ago the fpies of this extraordinary tribunal ufed to 
follow the young people into their houfes ; not only fo, they ufed to break into their bed- 
chambers and vifit their beds in the middleof the night. The horror which this raifed 
in fociety was fo univerfal, that the Emperor foutid hiinfelf obliged to ufe all his influ- 
ence with his mother (who proraifed herfclf great things from thefe exertions) to obtain 
feme limitations of them. The fpies of the police were in contraft with the whores ; 
thefe ufed tojfccoy the young men to their houfes, and when they were together betray 
them. The’^ung people had then nothing for it but to allow ihemfelves to be plun- 
dered, in order to avoid being carried before the commilfion of chaftity, and the fpies 
and the whores divided the booty between them. I'he evil is now in fome degree cor- 
reCled by the intcrpofition of the Emperor, but the public walk called the Prater is ftill 
furroumled by tenanted fpies, who trace the young men to trees and buflies, in order to 
prevent ofiences that are only poflible, and have not aSually been given. 

It is the opinion here, that the beft way of preventing foniication and child-murder, 
and of increaliug population, is to compel a man w'ho has a child fworn to him to marry 
the woman immediately. I was told a curious ftory on this fubjefl:. A young man was 
fummoned before the confillory, to make anfwcr to a young woman who claimed him 
for a hufl)and. /\s he was in the outer chamber waiting for her, he faw another poor 
young woman who was come there on a like errand. Having made himfclf acquainted 
with all the circimiftanccs of her cafe, and finding that the fuppofed father of the child 
was fled, and not likely to appear, he offered her a good fum if fhe would take him in 
the head, and date her complaint prior to the time of that which he expefted to be 
brought againfl: him. She promif'ed him that fhe would do fo, and he went to the judges 
full of confidence in the fuccefs of his projeft. The court having alked him whether he 
had flcpt with the perfon before him, and he having confeffed, he was told that he was a 
father, and muft give .the woman his hand. To this he made anfwer that he had no 
objtdlion, but that there was a perfon in the anti-chamber who had older claims upon 
him. Upon her being called in, it appeared vifibly that flie was farther gone than the 
other. The firft plaintiff was therefore ordere’d to content herfclf with a fum of gold 
and go away. The young man now pleaded that he had compounded matters with the 
other lady ; but, to his incxprefiible aflonifhment, fhe denied it. The judges then 
afked for witneffes, and he having none to produce, he was olfliged to give his hand to 
oiKv whom he had feen a quarter of an hour before for the firfl time in his life. * 

1 know feveral men who have been made hufbands of in this manner. Their wives, 
for a time, drove on a general trade quietly with their cuffomers. When thefe began 
• La to 
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to fall, they picked one out of the number, whom they thought would make a good 
iuifljand, and I'ummoned him before the court. The proof of having flept together, 
even without any confequ cnees having followed, was deemed fufEcient to eftablifli a 
claim. Some of thefe very honourable pairs are known by the whole town. 

1 know of another method to prevent whoring and child-murder, much more effec- 
tual than this is ; but then unluckily it does not fo well anfwer the other obje£l which 
thefe legiflators have in view, namely, the increafe of population. Shakefpeare is the au- 
thor of the police 1 would propofe. I do not remember in which of his plays it is that 
he makes a Vienna bawd fay, “ If the police will effcdlually banilh fornication, it Ihould 
caftrate all the men.” 

Thefe marriages by compulfion are attended with very pernicious confequences, both 
to fociety and the ftate. I do not know whether they prevent fornication, but it is cer- 
tain that they much increafe adultery. Truth, confidence, and love, the molt holy and 
niofl; ufeful bands of fociety, they entirely diffolve. The man, who, from the circum- 
ftance of his having been compelled to give her his hand, is obliged toconfider his wife 
as a whore, cannot be her true friend, cannot have that refped for her which is abfo- 
lutely requifite to make a happy marriage. It is, indeed, allonifhing how indifferent the 
married people of this place are to each other. I know that this is the cafe at Paris too; 
but there it arifes from the manners, and not from the government, as it does here.— • 
Nor, indeed, are conjugal love and fidelity fo extinft ainongft perfons of the middling 
rank in fociety at Paris, as they feem to be in this place. 1 believe, too, that even population, 
which this foolifli law is intended to promote, fullers confiderably by if ; for it is an ob- 
fervation which has often been made, both by moralifls and phyficians, that, without 
love betwixt the parties, the marriage bed often proves barren. Moft of the pairs I am 
acquainted with, who have been married by compulfion, are without children, and in 
general the marriage bed is not fruitful here. — The indifference of the parents for each 
other likewife extends to their children, amongll whom all the fine feelings of love and 
friendfliip are ftified in early infancy. It is, no doubt, owing to this want of the affec- 
tions of focial and domellic life, that the people of this place have fo few moral feelings 
as they have. 

It is true, indeed, that every thing has its good as well as its weak fide. The confe- 
quence of this people’s want of fpirit is, that their vices are as few and as weak as their 
virtues. Nothing is heard hereof the tragedies which are fo frequent at London, Rome, 

, and Naples. Pick-pockets, cheats, bankrupts, thieves, fpendihrifts, pimps, and bawds, 
are the only criminals know'n in Vienna. The Auftrian has not ftrength of charafter 
enough to be a highwayman ; and a Saxon gentleman, who has been fettled here fomc 
years, and has travelled over the whole country, affurcs me, that he docs not reineinhor 
to have heard of fucb a thing as a duel. I was witnefs to a feene yefterday which Itrongly 
marks the character both of the people and the police of this place. A well dreffed man 
had a quarrel with a hackney coachman about his fare. They foon came to high words. 
One of the fix hundred fpies, who are divided about different parts of the city, came up. 
The gentleman grew warm and gave kad words, which the other returned with intercll. 
At length they fliook their fills at each* other, but neither ventured to Itrikc ; for it 
feems there is a law, by which, whoever flrikes firlt is punidied, let the previous provo- 
cation have been what it will. Had either but touched the hat of the other, it would 
have been reckoned a blow, and he would have been immediately taken up by the watch. 
As it Was, they parted, after affording a quarter of an hour’s laugh to the populace. 
'1 he duration of thefe frays may be longer or fhorter, ad libitum ; but there are few ex- 
amples of their ever being carried farther than words. 

4 The 
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The court has nothing to fear from a revolt. In the beginning of the laft century, 
indeed, the proteftants made a little itir ; but all was foon quiet again. Indeed, the 
Viennois is too enervate for an infurredion. On the other hand, he feels nothing of 
the warm glow which fills the breaif of a French or Knglifliinan for the fucceffes of his 
country. The feveral provinces of France have frequently made great prcfents to their 
kings in time of war, and we have often feen colleftions made in coffee-houfes for build- 
ing fhips of the line. Here there arc very few, if any infianccs of this kind. Subordi- 
nation is the only charadferiflic feature of this people ; nor have I ever feen a fpark here 
either of the Englilhman’s love of liberty, or the Frenchman’s feeling for the honour of 
the grand monarch. The pride even of the army is too perfonal, ever to admit of any 
fenfibility for the honour of the Hate. The fongs of the French foldier are, as you well 
know, poems which infpirit and lead him on to glory, by reminding him of what his 
anceftors have done and fuffered for their country ; but here I feldom hear the foldier 
fing at all, and when he does, it is mere ribaldry. Not, however, that I doubt but that, 
in fpite of their bad finging, an Auftrian army would put a French one to the route ; 
but that is owing to another caufe. I only difeufs this fubjedt en p'/jjantf and lhall 
referve myfelf to fpeak more fully to it, when I come to Berlin. 

The individuals of a country which exiifs only by fubordination, will of courfc be weak 
and feeble charafters. It is true tliat the moft illimited obedience did Sparta no harm ; 
but the reafon was, becaufe it w'as not the reigning feature of the people, but only a 
means of fecuring the freedom after which the nation thirfted. I’lie Britifit laws are 
fome of them very fevcrc, and the difeipline of their navy as ftridf as that of the Pruffian 
army; but as thefe feverities do not run through the whole of their government, they 
do not deftroy the feelings of the people. Though no nation has fo much checked the 
power of their kings at different periods as the Britilh has done, yet the hillory of no 
nation affords more inftances of the devotion of individuals to the fovereign. The lame 
love which the Englifliman has for liberty extends to the perfon of the prince, when- 
ever the prince leaves the conflitution unimpaired and manifefts a love for it. — The 
upfliot is that the Briton will preferve flrength of charaiSter as long as the confiltutioii 
of his country lulls j whereas the fubjefts of defpotic princes will be weak and grovelling 
in fpirit. 

The great, whofe firft paflion is the love of power, will of courfe confider ftrcnglh of 
character in their fubjecls or dependants, as a natural enemy whom they mult leek to 
fubdue. Confequentiy their object will be to make (he Itate to which they belong a ma- 
chine in the ftrittell lenfe of the word, a machine of which their will is to be the o ily 
foul. Such machines at this day are even armies become, and it is a true remark, made 
by feveral writers both of thefe and other great machines of flatc, that the weaker every 
individual member is, the more durable and the llroager the whole will be. I know it, 
I confefs it ; all 1 defire is not to be the member of fuch a corps. The government of 
this place endeavours to make fome amends for the univerfal lubjeftion under which the 
people are held, by a mofl exaft adminiflration of juftice, by taking meafures for uni- 
verl'al fecurity, and by the free admifliou and enewflragement of every pleafurc (the fin- 
gle one of lawiefs love alone excepted j that can delight the human mind. Whilft in 
rrance a country gentleman may be thrown in prilbn by a governor of a province, and 
continue there all his life, the lowed footman here is airurcd of having the ftrifteft juf- 
tice done him; if he has occafion to complain of his lord, even tliough he were the Jord 
high chamberlain. The police is fo vigilant and acute, that the moft fubtle thefts are 
commonly difeovq^ed, and the owner gets his goods again. Alraoft all the Imperial 
houfes and gardens are almoft conftantly open to the public. The players are under the 
• peculiar 
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pc'culiar protoSion of a court, who (hews in every thinjT, that the reHralnt it lays tfjc 
people un lcr arifes more from principle than the defire of tyrannising over them. And 
vet, Tiotwi'hftanding all this plcafuro, and all this fecni ity, 1 had rather be expofed to a 
London footpad, or have the bottles and glafl'es whiRle round my head on the lad night 
ol' Vauxhall, than enjoy all the placid tranquillity of this place, d'liefe lalt are diforders 
indeed, but they are diforders which are itifeparable from a ftrong national character, 
inch as is that of the people by whom they are committed. 

LETTER XXil. 

Vienna. 

AS foon as the Emperor governs this country alone, a revolution will take place lierc, 
that will render the prefent inhabitants a phcuuomenon to the next generation, l ie is 
a phllolbpher in the true fenfe of the won), although he does not, like Rodolph the 
Second, gaze at the (lars wiili I'ycho Brahe. lie loves mankind, and is acquainted 
with tlieii value. 1 know no public inlciiplion that docs a prince more honour, than 
that which is over the gate of the public garden here. “ A place of pleafure for all men, 
prepared for them by their friend.” Jol’eph is a profclTed admirer of all that is called 
private virtue Qes vertu bur^coijh)., and his principles of government are as republican 
as thofe of molt of the dates who at this day call themfelves republics. Hitherto, how- 
ever, the diifcront way of thinking of his mother has prevented much of his theory from 
being carried into pradice. 

The bright fides of this Emprefs’s charader are fo ftriklng, that one can hardly ob- 
ferve the darker ones. In private life, indeed, fuch finall fpots would appear not only 
venial, but in foine degree refpcdable ; but it is the misfortune of greatnefs, that the 
fmaileft wcaknefs of the governor has often a fcnfible influence on the happinefs of the 
governed, fo that the lealf pcrfonal vices arc often the greated political deieds. 

Whoever fees the Emprefs now, difeovers that die has been a beauty. Within thefe 
few years (lie has begun to be fubjed to fome of the infirniities of advancing age ; but 
the bed judges dill difeern a droiig condiiution and lively temperamciu in her. I faw 
hc'r for the drll time in the church of the Angudine Friars, where (he was attending a 
religious ceremony, and immediately recognized her, not ib much by her likenefs to her 
pidures (from the truth of which age has of courfc taken a great deal,) as by the air of 
niajedy which drikes every one who has the honour to apprnacli her. She has the 
dronged padions, but has never been fubdued to the lead uiuvorthinels, by tliofa to 
which nature in general the molt incline.s, and which her conditution the more particu- 
larly expofes her to. PoJftblj die is an only^ mojl certainly a fingidar indance of a prin- 
cel's, over whom religion and honour have hud more influence than the demands of an 
impetuous conditution, and the allurements of unlimited power. This probably arofc 
from her having herfelf chofen her hulband, who was the man of his day mod likely to 
fecure the affedions of a woman. To him (he was palTlonately devoted j but her af- 
fedions never wandered a dep beyoicd the bounds of the dridell decorum. Vainly has 
fcandal endeavoured to find out anecdotes to feed on her file. Ten well made drong 
children yet Jiving are fo many witnefles that her huiband pofl'elTed all, her love. At his 
death, (he forbad herfelf all farther thoughts of the paflion, and made a vow to lament 
him for ever; a vow to which (he has religioudy adhered. She is always drelTed in 
black, and wears no ornanlent of any kind. Who, that is acquainted with the hillorv 

of Elifabetli, K , amffo many otiicr fovercigns, can help being aftonilhed when they 
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Her warm love, however, made her hufband pafs many a weary hour. It was im- 
poffible for jealoufy not to have great power over a heart, the violeJice of whofe motions 
was only kept in by a fenfe of religion. It is not very certain whether (lie had ever real 
grounds for fufpicion ; but every body at Vienna remembers that a certain lady was 
obliged to leave it, bccaufe the Emperor, who was very courteous towards every body, 
but particularly fo to the ladies, had made her fome common place, unmeaning com- 
pliments. 

The Emprefs*.s benevolence, of which religion is the principle, approaches almoft to 
profufion. She refufes relief to none of ihofo who hand in* need of her afliftance ; and 
the jneanefl: of her fubjefts finds the way to make his dillreiies known to her. Her 
fteward has hardly any thing to lay before her, but accounts of charities. Her liberality 
particularly fhews itfclf towards widows, efpccially fuch as are of high birth. Many 
perfons, amongft whom are widows of minifters of (late, receive penfions of 6000 guil- 
ders (300I.) from her. Her partiality to high birth makes her defirous that every per- 
fon fhould live up to his or her rank. With refpeft to the public foundations of charity, 
fhe behaves as an Emprels fliould do. The library, fchools, hofpitals, and poor-houfes, 
coil her imnienfe luins. I am aflured, that the debts Ihe has contratfed by this liberality 
amount to upwards of twenty millions of guilders; and one of my friends informed me, 
that file gives away three millions per annum in private charity. 

Who now would Imagine that, under fo worthy a charafler, merit often ftarves, whilft 
large fums are laviftied upon the w'orthlefs ? Who would imagine, that the prejudices 
of religion could have fo far gotten the better of her natural difpofition, as to make her 
refufe aflifting an officer who had been crippled in her fcrvicc, unUTs he embraced the 
Roman Catholic religion ? After feveral converfations with the prielf fent to him by the 
Emprefs, this gentleman plainly perceived that he muff turn fcoundn 1 , to be relieved, 
lie determined therefore to quit Vienna ; which he did, and went to Holland, where he 
died a general officer. Since the prefent Emperor has begun to have any iiiuiience in 
bufinefs, merit has no longer any fuch oppreffion to fear, but it mufl fiill make ufc of 
all its weight to break through this fpecies of obftacles, which however at all limes arc 
more the work of the priefis than of the Emprels. 

Her impetuous temper often breaks out into grofs gufis of paffion and anger ; but as 
foon as the fiorm is paft, fire endeavours to make amends for the mifehief or injury fiu* 
may have done whilfi it raged. I was told an anecdote, which, if not cnlirely true, yet 
gives a great infight into this part of her character. An officer, who had a favour up 
afk, had his name written down in the lilt of thofe who wanted audience.'-'. He vvaite-l 
a long time, till his turn (which is religioully obferved) came to be introduced. At 
length he was called in, but he had hardly made his obedience to the Eimrefs, acconliug 
to the Spanifii etiquette, when fhe broke out into fuch a itorm of opprobrious abufe, as 
almofi: made him fink to the ground. Her vivacity made her eyes roll with fire, and 
the motion of her arms'was rendered fo quick by it, that the man was afraid fire might 
do a /iU/e execution upon him, with her own /m^/j hand. Twice or thrice he attempted 
to put in a word, but the fiorm of the monarch’s indignation was too i'lrong to be con- 
trolled, and he was forced to wait till file was fairly out of breath. He then muftered 
up all his courage and faid, “ Surely Your Majcfiy mufi have forgotten 1 am N. N.” 
As foon as flie found that file had been mifiaken in the perfon, fiio made him a formal 
excufe, and her defire to fet all things right again carried her fo far another way, that 
ihe fettled an handfome penfion on him. She is by no means proof againft pride, but 
is proud of the dignity and the greatnefs of her houfe. She weeps tears of joy as often 
as fhe hears how her children, particularly the Emperor and the Queen cf France, are 
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h 'loved by all the world. This family pride, joined to her quick feelings, arc the caufe 
V hy fhe confidcrs all the princes who have been at war with her at any time, as her per- 
{bnal enemies, and has never forgiven any of them. The Emperor’s lall wife, who was 
a Ibivarian princefs, had caufe to regret her father’s having attempted to rob the Em- 
j'rcfs of Bohemia, Upper AuHria, and the Imperial Crown. She made her feel the 
fuperiority of the Houfe of Auftri:’, over the Houle of Bavaria. Thus far is true, but 
the fables which have been railed on this foundation are too viild even to deferve a feri- 
ous refutation. 

Fame has net reported falfely of this great princefs. She is a true woman, and it is 
bv the amiable padiuns of her own fex that die is moft clillinguilhed. She was not at 
ail ofl'ended at being told by the relation of another great fovereign, whom Ihe was com- 
plimenting on the reputation of his friend, “ May it pleafe Your Majelly, my filler is 
Hill only a •woman." All the tints in Therefa’s charadfor are the lliades of a lively fe- 
male character. She W'as the trued, but the moll jealous of wives; the mod afl'edfion- 
ato, but at the fame time the fevered of mothers ; the mod friendly, but at the fame 
tiuie the moll imperious mother-in-law. 

Her character, however, has fonietimes rifen beyond the ftrength of a man. The re- 
folution with which Ihe defended her hereditary dominions againd fo many powers united 
'o opprefs her, excited the adonilliment of all Europe. Her love of jullice is fo great, 
ihat die immediately defids from any pretenfions die has finned, which are not recon- 
cileable with it, when die is dicwn that they arc not fo. Though the King of Prudia 
knows that die bears him a grudge, ( which die will carry with her to her grave,) he is 
fo fatisfied of the general reditude of her principles, that whenever they have a difpute, 
his only care is to have his reafons properly dated to the Emprefs herfelf, by hisambaf- 
fador. 1 he nobility of Genoa, as I was informed by an officer who took a great part 
in the revolution of 1746, exclaimed with one voice, “ O, if it were poffible to bring 
our grievances before the Emprefs herfelf, we ffiould be fure of obtaining relief.” The 
cry of thefc Republicans at the time when they were mod forcly oppreffed by Audrian 
armies, was the fined praife that Therefa could have heard, — but die hoard it not. 

Amidd the various fpecics of knowledge Ihe polfedes, there is one which unluckily 
fails her, the knowledge of mankind. According to the cudoin of her houfe, die was 
bred up in an elevation which has not allowed of her feeing with her own eyes the necef- 
fities of ordinary life, and the true intereds of the people Ihe reigns over. Her whole 
education was fo condufted as to make her the dupe of flatterers, w'ho made her believe 
that nobles and priefts were a fiiperior order of men to laymen and common people. 
Prieds and flatterers have at times betrayed her into adions which her heart would 
diudder at, if llie could fee them in their right light. An inflance of this was given 
fome years ago, when, in an infurredion of the Bohemian peafants, the Emperor en- 
ileavourcd to obtain the abolition of the feudal tenures. This he did becaul'e he knew 
the true fitiiation of thefe poor flaves. who did not therafelvcs know what they defired, 
but were only driven to w hat they did by hunger. There w'as indeed little to lay to 
their charge hefules having hunted fonye barons out of bed ; but the wives of the Bo- 
hemian nobles fo far prevailed upon the Emprefs with their tears, that foldiers were feiit 
into the country, and many poor people were hanged as traitors, who were in fad only 
the vidims of hunger. As this happened in the memorable year of fcarcity over all 
Europe, when Bohemia, notwiihftanding the natural riches of its agriculture, was re- 
duced' to the {^catcfl necellity, and as the Emperor well knew that the principal caufe of 
it was owing td|)the avarice of the great landlords, particularly of the prieds, he endea- 
voured to take off the fervitude of the lower orders ; but his mother’s attachment to the 

nobility 
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aa^hemia tB|^ of Iba pibft' dearilhing in the world. The Emprefs made it a mat- 
ter of coafciesiiaf «0 de|rfiN>irli fmall part of her fuWeas of the lead part of their income 
(pjbM * Aieafare, bat never bethought faerfelf, that the nobdity and piMs eonfumed 
4 ip idi«iH^ the fweat mi Mood pf fo man^r thoufand people. 

# pnnee, who has not a fufficient knowledge of the world, to fee through 

tMt pip|we who Airround him, is the moft dependant man in his countiy. Notwim- 
ftgn^g »U her attention to fo many various matters, and notwithdanding all her power, 
t'le Emprefs cannot prevent herfelf from being cheated by all who approach her. 
bhf fpllligines that flie prevents eveir fin by her eAablilhments of ch^ity, and does not 
know how many adulterefles the makes bv them. She would indeed be aftoniflied, if the 
could fee only a part of the horns, which the men of this place carry about with them 
' under thnr peruques. It is faid, that the Emprefs infifts upon the young women, par- 
ticularly thpfe who are brought up in the ITierefianum, tying their hair &c. in a tarti- 
cular manner; but notwithftanding thefe ribbands of chaftity, I have been affured by a 
counters, who was brought up in this feminary, that groffer vices prevailed ther& than 
any againft which the commilHon of chaftity is direfted. I know a woman, who in or- 
der to get herfelf, and her handfome daughter a maintenance, procured the latter an 
engagement upon a fmall theatre, which hardly brings her in enough to buy pins for 
her hair. We know that at Paris the theatre is more a title taa maintenance than a 
maintenance of itfelf ; but there is this difference betwixt the countries, here the mother 
carries her cheap daughter from a rehearfal to church, where both tell their beads with 
down-caft ey«, and the moft pious looks, in order to bring themfeivcs into a reputation 
of ianflity with the police. By this means, perfons who love their pleafure& and vet 
wOi to be well with the Emprefs, know no better way of compaffing both thefe obie4. 
than by vifitmg the churches. Another inftance of hypocrify. There is a weff-knom 
man of letters here, wbo trmjlated a prayer-hook from the French ac^ dedicated it to the 
Emjprefs as an original compofition, with a view of obtaining a place, together widi the 
prefent cuftomary upon thofe occafions. The plan fucceeded ; the Emprefs confideiuit 
him as a pious man, and he had a reward ; but he was fo loft to ihame, as to make 
fport of the good woman’s credulity in the circle of his friends. The fame thine taken 
place with reprd to the proMbition of books. The queen would fmk to the erounff. ' 

If Ihe could fee one of the thoufand private libraries in Vienna, which contain all th«J 
heretical, and all the fcandalous ivritera which ihe conceives her college of cenfure. aiuL- 
her Inde* Expurgatorm, which is thicker than that of Rome, to have banifhed from thT 
f untry for ever. So it is with feveral of her other inftitutions, the inefficaev of which 
ihews they are fit for nothing but to make hypocrites. ^ 


• LETTER XX.I1I 

Ih order to have any id« of the govemmen;cf this place, it is neceffary to atSft ' 
the three qwtending parties of the ftate. The firft and ftrongeft is thi of th^iS! 
pitfi ; it co^of,tho great perfonage herfelf. Cardinal Migaza' the ar&ho^^^ 

wJlo make their court^i^lKE 


ragthei^p|#«r, 
VOU 
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b9ky, «lM)fe fvera^ves ftand upon the fame ground aa thofe of the priefthood»jidher» 
mn ftrongly to this party. 

11k fecond party is tw of the Emperor, and it is at pefpitdal war with die former* 
this party em^oys itfelf in the im|wovement of legiilation, and ^ promorion of agrv 
culture, trade, and indullry of all kinds ; in the extenfum of philofophy and tidb ; in 
cumdUaig the exorbitant jnetenfions of the nobles; in the protefrioa of tlm lower 
clafles againft the higher, — - an d in whatever can make gods of men. One of the piinci* 
pal pmri^ of this party is Mardial Lacy, who carries on a moil unremitting war againft 
the monks, and their adherents. This able general afts here juQ: as he did whma hs^ 
was opponent to the Kmg of Pruffia ; and the Emperor and he are always occujded ia 
planning zig>zag-marches, and counter-marches, and retreats; fo that General Migamri,. 
ai^ his Drown, black, white, half-black, half-white troops are often obliged to go intO' 
winter quartets, without having efle&ed any daughter at all. Thefe two parries, who^ 
are open enemies, have however fome intercourfe with each other through the m^um. 
cf a third, at the head of which is the celebrated Count Kaunitz. 

Count Kaunitz, the greateft ftatefman of our day, and a man who, by great fervicea 
to the imperial houfe, has worked himfelf into the confidence both the Emprefs and 
bm* fon, is worthy to be the mediator between them. In his heart he is more favourable 
to the Emperor's party, than to that of his mother ; but he is obliged to appear a l^d of 
middle-man,- and to give his own philofophical operations that kind or religious caft 
without which they would not go down. He often covers the marches of the Emperor 
and his great field-marihal, by which means, as alert as Migazzi is, he is often forced- 
to cajntokue before he knows that the enemy is in the field. Kaunitz diftingui^shim- 
blf by his ftyle of living, and mode of expence. Thefe are entirely French, and mofL 
manuricent. As nothing can be more contrary to the Emperor's rigid oeconomy, than 
Bach a way of life ; it is not certain but that the Count, though nothing can-fhake him^. 
his merits are fo well known, may upon a change be obliged to an alteration in this- 
refpeft, which his age, and the habits he has contrafled, would make unplcafing to 
bim. 

What with the ere^on of now fchools, and the care to prevent the^ereOion of ncw> 
siaifters, the battles about new books, and the recommendations to civil and military 
etnpbymsnts, all the three parties have fudiciently to do. The lafl; point; efpeciall^ 
[^tes mem conllant work. ^ There is hardly an employment vacant, but the Emprefs is 
wearied with recommendations from her ladies and priefts ; and the Emperor, wh o fe 
&ndidate is commonly the man of moft merit, u almofl always fure to come too late. 
Ubere are a great number o£ finecure offices in the country, but many counfellors and- 
alkflbrshave either nothing to do, or put in deputies to do their bufinefe for a very little 
money. The luxury in which thefe people live is beyond conception. Hit Honour (for 
every pet^fogging judge of the court of confcience is his honour) muft have bis gentle- 
man ; and her botmr^ the wife, muil have her waiting lady— npr is it as it- is vnth us, 
where between the gentleman and the footman there are no intermediate ranks : here 
there mull be a usaHrt hotel and a feccetary; and as his honour has great bufiiii^ every 
where but kt hk own court, he muft likeWife have his coach. In a word, there it not a 
court m Eurt^ except theTurkilh, which pays its fervantsof the focoi^iorder fo well 
as this ftoflS».aiid yet, is fo ill ferved by them. 

-IRmr -foverat yearn the Empreft has given up the direfrion of riie army enrinsly to her 
Im, and one fees immediately, from the very difierent ftyle of arrangement wt^h pre* 
ti^hess km font which obfirins in the ovtt and eecl^alHcal dcpirinail^ by whom. 


KUtl^CX'a TRAV«|.f tHMVdH OtUIAKr. 

it'^gawnM^' Tfa^ilgh.tba pea&Qtiy of the Auftrian dominions hare always been 
foldicTO, the finances of thie court were in fuch diforder, till the times of die left Empe- 
ror, that the DNitch and fipghih were always forced to pay fubfidi^. The Emperor 
Jf’rands laid the foundation ot the greatnefs of the country ; but that it is becoming every 
day more and more formidable, is owing to one man, who unites in his pet’foa, not 
only the intelleil: necellary to carry on the greatell enterpWzcs, but alfo the greatell 
knowle%e of difcipline,and the ceconomical arrangements of an army; I mean General 
Lacy, withdut a doubt one of the greatell geniufes of the prefent century. How little, 
indeed, do fome of the greatell wits of the age appear in comparifon of a man who goes 
into the cabinet to plan arrangements againll the united powers of all Europe— then 
rum through an army of 350,000 men, fo as to pay attention to the fmallell article of 
the foidiers clothing ; — at one inllant, with the happiell combination of ideas and con- 
' jefture of probabilides, lays plans of marches and fieges,— the next writes to the taylor 
and fiioemaker of the army to give the clothes a better cut, and the Ihoes a better Hit ; 
—■Then entertains himfelf with the Emperor in laying plans for the better adminillratton 
of jullice, and the greater concerns of the Hate ;— then lays himfelf out to endeavour to 
fimplily the midft trifling military manceuvre ; then walks through the (lore>houfes, and 
gives orders for the better arrangement of the (lores; and in the next half hour mora- 
lizes in the Socratic manner upon any event that happens. In a word, if the power of 
carrying on fevcral ufeful purfuits well at one and the fame time is to mark the 
of a man, there are few to be compared with the field-marflull. Indeed, whoever knows 
at all what knowledge of the infantry, cavalry, and artillery of an army is requifite to 
fet thefe great roafles in motion, will wonder how the head that can do this can attend 
to the buttons of a foldier’s fpatterdalhes. And yet, would you think it ! with all 
and a great deal more merit in a thoufand different ways, this great man (1 blulh hr 
humanity whillt 1 write it !) is univerfally hated, not only by all the people of fafliion 
bpt by the array whofe father he is ! The reafon is a very evident one ; before his time 
levery captain had an opportunity of cheating his fovereign, by fumilhing the fol^en of 
his company with every article ot clothing, and thofe of a higher rank had a fellow feel- 
iag with the paymafter, and divided the contents of the military cheft between 
That is now all at an end ; the foldicr is fupplied out of the Emperor’s warehoufeswith 
every poflible article for which he can have occafion, and he receives his pay the mo- 
ment it is due ; lie is better clothed than any foldier in Europe, and accullomed to a 
thrift which cannot but contribute to the increafe both of his nealtb and flrength* All 
the Marflial reaps in return for this is to be laughed at and defpifed. The mnnl” 
know that he is not their friend, do all they can to make him unpopular; but he is wife 
enough to laugh at all they can do, and even to amufe himfelf with the thoughts of 
good for which he receives no thanks. ^ 

As for the black b^d under Migazzi, it is divided into two parties. One of thefe 
thinks with the Carding, i. e. true Bellarmine like, and never miffes an opportunitv oi 
introducing an ex-jefuit, when it is poflible. This, however, is the fmallell m number- 
nor can Migazzi now and then prevent a wolf from being fliut up with his iheep; them 
am even fome bifliops who only wait the Empa-or’s permiflion to fell to and level his 
■biamrchy with tlw ground. In the mean time, however, the Cardinal does what fae«ui 
to keep the public fchools and churches free from the infedaon. A few yens aso a 
monk took k into his head to preach that, « Priefts owe the feme fubjeflkm to imril 
powr as the loweft of its fobjeas-^as they enjoy the feme proteaion and Mooses 
as thefe, thw kk w the feme m an ner to take upon them the oflices W tffSte 
The church, pahly ftora its owa ufurpatkms, partly from the weakaefe of temMrai 
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foverdgnS) has rifea* in times of darknefs, to a hei^t where the firft Chilftiaiui.:WDuld 
r.ot know it a|rain. Every prince is obliged to promote the j^ood; of the chiirch as '&r as 
it coincides with the good of the ftate» &c. &c«’* The Caieii^i, who in genenihdeies 
not like fermons, immediately marked his prey. The Emperor at firft took the ihotdt'k 
part with great fpirit ; this made the cunning Archbilht^ hold his ^nd ; but as foonas 
the Emperor had fet out bn his travels, the monk was immediately fdzed and fent pri> 
foner to a convent in Upper Auftria, where he ftill remuns, whilfl: the Etnperor has 
nothing for it, but to fct down thefe and many other traits of the Ctme kindin the hook 
of his remembrance. 

The great triumph of the archiepifcopal party fhews itfelf in the licenling of^bbokr. 
Nothing can be well coiiceived more grievous than the fituation of the licenfers of the 
prefs, many of whom are very fenfible worthy men. They are often forced to alter 
almoit the whole of a MS* ahd after all remain anfwerable for whatever an old court 
lady, a monk, a fool, or a knave, may fee obnoxious in it when it comes out; but their 
hardeft work is to manage what is publilhed with regard to the country ; for one grand 
principle obtains here, which is, that nothing which is Au (Irian can be bad. What 
the (late of literature is under tcU thefe difeouragements, (hall be the fub^d: of my next 
letter. 


LETTER XXIV. 

Vwma. 

THE powers of the foul are like the powers of the body ; as the various epreifes of 
fwimming, boxing, dancing, and running give ftrength and poIi(h to the one^^ yifhich a 
cqptinued ftate of reft would inevitably deprive it of, fo to develope the powers of the 
foul of a people, the mind muft have its gymnaftic exercifes too. Freedom of moti^ 
is to the body, what freedom of thought is to the foul, and unnatural conipuifion ren* 
ders body and foul alike torpid and (lift. 

Of all the nations mentioned in hiftory, the Greeks and Romans were thofe whofe 
philofophy was the lead muted with their religion ; and it was probably owing to this 
caufe, that their fpirits received an impulfe which the Egyptians, Babylonians, and Chal> 
daeans never knew. Philofophy, and whatever was called fcience among thefe laft, were 
the (pedal property of the priefts, whofe intereft demanded that they (houid be fmoihered 
in hieroglyphics, and kept from the people. The little that fome learned Greeks gleaned 
from their voyages to the Nile and Euphrates, were not the produdlions of a fruitful 
■'genius ; but only tedious invefligations, which the flow amd progreffive labours of 
monks had traced out. Their celebrated philofophy did nothing for the people; it had 
nothing benevolent in it ; nothing that purifled tafte or fentiment ; nothing that ex- 
tended the comforts of focijil life, or advanced the progrefs of legifl«ion. It was the 
dry refult of folitary fludie^, and the people who could not underdid its drift, took no 
fliare in it. n 

When more modem Rome wove the web of power, and endeavoured to* gain the 
maftery over mankind by commandii^ their opinions, it was natural that all the arts 
and fciepces fhould be fubjedled to religion. I'he figure of the eardi, the fpots of the 
fun, and the whole of the Copemican fyftem were to be recondled to the letter of ferip* 
ture, the fathers, the councils, and the papal bulls. Ev&pf thing was referred to< re.: 
ligion; and had ntA ^e Pope endeavoured to fubje^ the power of princes to it^ ws 
ibculd (UU have been in the darknefs of the eleventh ceidory. / 

Long after the re&rmatien, the cuftom of lookup upcm every thing vrith rdigious 
fiiU continued. The j>roteftant priefts cohld not forego the old.^ftons id 

4 bring 
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beinf tlie artStew Gf moi^ It is true, that bj; the reparation they undermined 
their^wn powea' v but they did it by degrees, and Mahout being confcious of the con- 
fequeitcer. Though Lnther permitted the temporal princes to feize the eftates of the 
etdehaftics, it is evident from his writiogs, that as a reformer of the church he placed 
himfelf for above all the powers of this world. Calvin’s infolence and fpirit of op- 
preffion in religious matters is well known. Their followers long maintained their 
uliirpwl domination over the temporal powers, and the regions of fcience. Some of 
them are ftill in poffeffion of it at this day. We muft do our author the juftiw to ac- 
knowledge, tbit it is the firft fince the times of the Greeks and the Romans, in which 
true freedom of thought, and a philofophy really beneficial to mankind, has appeared. 

No doubt but the Engliih have greatly taken the lead in thefe matters. That they 
did fo, was owing to the fpirit of their conftitution in fome degree 5 but ftill more to 
the eftabliflied toleration of fo many fedaries, who not being united to each other, 
could eftablilh no general plan of tyranny over the opinions of their fellow creatures. 
It was natural for the Englifli, divided as they are into fo many fefts, who enjoy almofi: 
the fame privileges in theftate, by degrees to confider legiflation, fcience, and whatever 
clfe belongs to iocial life, as independent of religion ; whilft, on the other hand, the 
Swedilh and DanHh priefts, as well as thofe of fome proteftant rL-publics, w'ould con- 
tinue to exercife their empire over all worldly concerns. The fpirit of the Englifti* 
man, fettered by no reftraiuts, took the eagle flight that carried it beyond the rival 
nations. Their philofophers allowed thcmfelves to wander through very contradidory 
fpecuiations. They had their Cynics, their Pythagoreans, their Platonills, their Epi- 
cureans, and many others ; but they #ere, like the ancients, all of a mind about the 
eflendal duties of man : and the diflferrace of their fpecuiations only fet their oppofttioni 
in a clearer light. Even in the fciences of calculation, they fhewed the energy of a 
genius, that was accuftomed to allow itfelf to expatiate freely in the various fields d£ 
fcience. It is true that they often gave into the raoft'j»iidiculous hypothefis, and tlje 
moft puerile fuperftition ; but thefe excrefcences of the freedom of thought are as in- 
feparable from it, as other excrefcences are from civil freedom ; nor can you prevent 
all abufes, without taking away the thing itfelf that is abufed. 

All I lhall fay of our own country, is, that the freedom of thought is much lefs • 
limited in k by government, than it is in feveral countries which call thenifelves free, 
much lefs fo as to religious matters, than in many proteftant countries. 1 muft now re- 
turn to Vienna, from whence I have taken a pretty long excurfion. 

I had heard fo much, throughout my journey hither from the Rhine, of the ftate"" 
of the fchools in Auftria, and of the great care the Emprefs took in the education of 
her fubjeds, and for the improvementi of arts and fciences, that I thought of nothing 
all the way but finding Vienna a German Athens. It was probably owing to thefe 
over grrat expectations that I was fo much difappointed. The fchools for the young 
children are, of all the public inftitutions, far the beft, though many things are taugh^ 
even here, which can be of no fervice in life, and only ferve to make young pedants 
and eAariatam. Religion and morals are taught tbem in a way that can neither warm the 
hearty nor enlighttdSi the head, nor is fufficient&re taken of the morals. Thefe defeds 
are, however, in fome meafure fupplied, by the infight giyea into commerce, naviga- 
tion^ agriintlture, &C. And it muft be confeflfed, that thefe fchools are the oaty ones 
I have ' hitherto feen in the catholk ftates in Germany, in which the children, ace more 
taught to be good citizens than ^od monks. .Still, hsowever, the ^o preden^ant 
featwes of this-frate, blind fubordination^ 'and a regard for monl^ are very prevalent 
Jicmi ; But I camot ctmeeive bow fo many faraiHes ftill prefer to triifi thear . chil- 
dren 
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dren to the private education of french women } (who arecommonly cafl:.off ftrampets, 
or fodliih chambermaids, who prefer being govemefles here, to making hres, and 
Varming beds in France ;) or how fuch fwarms of French and Italian abbes are ftiJl 
;aUowed to educate the young men. It muft be allowed, indeed, of the fchools, 
'that as they are Hill new inflitutions, in which there obtains no thorough welkdigeiled 
fyftem, and as there are frequently changes made in them, they have not yet had any 
very fenfible efFedl: upon the public manners } but it is probable that the next genera- 
tion will find the advantage of them. 

I attended the feveral courfes read by the public profeflbrs. It is certain that the 
expence of thefe mull be very great to the Emprefs. Not only the courfes ufually 
read elfewhere are free here, but they read upon feveral fubje£ts wliich you muft pay 
a very high price for with us. Such are the living languages, the fciences of politics, 
Jic. There prevails, however, ftill a kind of barbarity, which makes one lament the 
great expence the fovereign is at. Mr.Pilati, the editor oi Voyages en differens Vaysde 
V Europe^ from 1774 to 1776, fays, he has heard it maintained in an Auftrian univer- 
fxty, ** that all the property of the fubje£t belongs to the fovereign.’* I cannot fay 
-quite fo much ; but I believe that no reader on the law of nature here, would dare 
lo aifert that the fovereign has duties to fulfil towards his fubjefls, as well as the fub> 
jedls tow'ards him. I was afiured that the finding this propofition, in the fyllabus of a 
Benedictine of Saltfburg; had given fuch offence to one of the licenfers of the prefs, 
that the perfon who had the book was defired to fend it out of the country. The 
'Roman law too, with all its numerous train of comments and paraphrafes, fo far re- 
:mote from our prefent confiitution and manndi^, ftill fupports itfelf in this famous 
mniverfity, and muft make the candidates for the profeifional tdiair pedants and falfe 
reafoners. As to the jus publicumt thofe who have happened to hear leCiures read 
upon it here, and at Straiburgh, would not believe it to be the law of the fame em- 
fWe. At Strafburgh, Germany is confidered as a republic, in which the Emperor 
only occupies the place of a conful, or diCbtor ; whereas here he is confidered as a 
moft abfolute monarch. Our own theology is fufficiently barbarous ; but here 1 have 
heard them read for an hour together, deimmaculataconcepHone Marue. Another time 
I heard a fubtiie doftor making very ferious enquiry whether, fuppofing any man to 
have had exiftence before Adam, he would have been tainted with original fin ! As 
to Chriftian ethics, they are ftill taken from Bujenbawit Voity and their fellows. I 
^lave heard fuch lafcivious deferiptions in the public fchools as, had they been found in 
.a profane book, would unavoidably have placed it in the index of prohibited books. 
It is true indeed that Bufenbaun, in bis Morality for the Stewesy has declared that it is 
right to read plainly upon morality, even though it fhould excite finful affeAions in 
tlie fcholars, and even though tnofe affedions (hould break out into finful aCfions. 
For he fays, “ it will do the more good at confeffion.” As to their metaphyfics, they 
are the very quintefi'ence of pedantry and nonfenfe. Though I was not furprifed to- hear a 
a learned profeflbr demonftrate, that two fingle fubftances could not kifs and embrace 
each other, and that it was not impoffible but that one and the fame thing ffiould ex* 
jft in tlie fame inftant a thoufand times'in different places; I couicFnot well conceive 
what my learned man meant to do with this laft propofition, which I remembered to 
have feen in a metaphyfical book, till at length it ftruck me, that it was intended to 
make the people xmderftand how the body of Chrift might be in every confecrated hoft 
from Canton to Beriin at the fame inftant ; for every thing here has a refi^'ence to le* 
ligion. What amazed me moft^ however, in my metaphyfidan, was the ieeming ex- 
tent of his erudition. There was not a metaphyfidan from the Mthiepian Treglodite to 
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Jebn Jbmest whofe works he did not feem to have read through j he quoted from* 
every language that ever exilledy and in the courfe of half an hour confuted at lead fix 
antagtmifis. He amufed me, in ihoit, fo much, that I could not help going often to 
hear, and get what I could out of him. At length I borrowed of a ftudent, who was 
in the fame houfe with me, the inetaphyfical lecture book he read from, which was 
written by the Jefuit Storchenaw. Atfirll; fight you would imagine that this Jefuit had 
found out the fecret of making metaphyfics overturn all poiEble knowledge- Not only 
all the old feds, fuch as the Pythagorean, Platonicians, and Epicureans, but likewife 
all the Others of the church were here colleded together. Next to thefe, you find 
all that has been written in the middle or latter centuries, by Machiavel, Hobbes,, 
Spenfer, Defcartes, Mallebranche, Bayle, Leibnitz, Locke, Voltaire, Rbuifeau, Bo- 
lingbrcdte, Hume, Helvetius, the author the Syftemt de la NaturCy and a thoufand 
other writers, who certunly never dreamed of being confuted thus in a lump, by n 
jefuit of the univerfity of Vienna. The ftudcnt, of whom I borrowed the book, 
concmed himfelf to be poflefied of the kernel of all thefe writers, nor had he the leaft 
doubt himfelf to be able to overturn ail the fine fophiftry of Bayle and Spinofa, with - 
two leaves of his book. You may fuppofe 1 was eager to be acquainted with a^man 
who knew fo much. But how furprifed was I, when a friend of bis sdTured me he: 
had never read aline either of Bayle, Machiavel, Voltaire, or many other writers 
whom he had confuted ! He himfelf had once lent him three quarto volumes only for 
one fingle evening, and in a few days after found them anfwered in a difiertation. 

The bed lefhires- are, without a doubt, thofe giveir. on phyfic. Van Swieten has- 
done what was- to be expected from him In this branch. The profelTors afied^to be of 
no fed either paftor prefent, but accufiom their fcholars to abufe Hippocrates, Galen, 
fiocrhaave, &c. and to trull only to therafelves. Except Storck, however, . who & 
phyfician to the Emperor, there are hardly three good phyficians here. Yet the m&> 
th(^ of learning practice is a good one. Every candidate for » degree has a certain fet’> 
of patients in the hofpitaU Thefe he vifits and prefcribes for, and then writes down 
the fymptoms of their difeafe, together with his reafons for giving the drugs he orders, 
llie profelTor. then comes; looks overihe psefcriptions^ compares them with the date 
•f the patient,, and makes his Gbfervations on thenu 
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Vienna. 

VIENNA; fwarms with; literati. When a man accods you, whom you do not 
know by hi» dirty hands for a painter, fmith, or Ihoemaker, or by his livery for a foot-< 
man, , or by/hb fine clothes for a man of confeqnence,. you may be afiured that you fee 
either a man of letter8,,or'ataylor ; for between thefe two clafies 1 have not yet learned 
to didinguiflj. It would .be vain for you, however, to alk me the names of thefe great 
men ; : for I confefs l know none bat the very, few who have a real title to that appel- 
lation, fuch as Hellj^Martini, StOKk, Stephani,>Denb,. and Sonnerfels, the only 
philofopher who deferves the name, the only* one who unites ufeful ^owledge to pa... 
triotHm,. tade,- and elegance. . As to -thofe among the h^hed ranks, who eitho* cul- 
tivate their luiowledge' for themfelves, or: employ> their talents -in the fervice of their' 
country, they would be alHamed of the title of man of letters, d^raded asdt now b. 

1 happened by chance to take up a book, wriuen by-a profeffor oflintz ; it bxalled the 
Leamedy bat for its contents might as well have been called the Unlearned Audria, as it 
doss-nol ^ve an account of a fingle ori^nal work that has-merit, but only mentions about 
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one hundred writers of diflertations, bad verfes, fermons, and miferable comedies. 
But the place abounds in fuch authors, whofe knowledge of the world does not ex- 
ceed that of a common footman. In Paris you would be furprifed to find a man of 
lettem not acquainted with the hiitory of his own country, that of Europe, and fo 
forth. Here it is a prodigy to«meet with one who knows any of thefe things. 

Many of the Emperor’s officers, with whom I am acquainted, deferve the title of 
learned men much more than the miferable wretches to whom it is given. 'Befides 
profefTional knowledge, moft of the former polTds a certain knowledge of the world, 
And the habits of converfation ; and 1 know feveral of them who may be called philo.. 
fophers, which is not the cafe with four of the other clafs. * 

I'he Italians and French are generally reproached with having worn themfelves out. 
This may be true, but it did not happen before we had produced mader-pieces in every 
branch of fcience ; whereas thefe people, as has indeed been' acknowledged by their 
own writers, have gone draight from barbarity into barrennefs; nor has philofophy 
ever hwi her day here. The reafon of this may be eafily afligned. Hitherto the 
dtemon of monkery has held the national fpirit in its claws ; and though attempts 
have been made to fet it free, the daemon has only allowed it liberty enough to play, 
and has hitherto been both powerful and provident enough tb prevent its Have from 
becoming its mader. It is Jofeph who mud break thefe chains. 

After what 1 have* been telling you of the date of things, you will not be furprized 
when you are told that moft of the men of merit here are foreigners. Lacy, .Laudohn 
and Wurmfer, in the army, were not bom here; and as to the reft, Storck is a Sua- 
hvmi Denis, the great Auftrian poet, a Bavarian; and Hell, the mathematician, 
a Silefian ; nay, though the higher polls of the ftate are occupied by natives, yet are 
the Emperor’s confidential fecretaries foreigners. What is more, all the new enter- 
prizes have alfo been fet on foot by foreigners, who have been but indifferently re- 
warded. The inventor of that moft ufeful of inftitutions, the penny poll, was obliged 
to run away for debt ; a French officer who bad been called in to make fome improve- 
ments in the artillery, had his work made fo uneafy to him, that he was obliged to 
look for more gratitude at Naples ; and an EngUfliman who had taught them the art 
of gelding Horfes fafely, being paid only in great promifes, and neglefted when the 
bufinefs was done, was made fo unhappy by it, that he (hot himfelf through the head, 
left a note upon his table, purporting that he died bccaufe he bad been led into 
contrafling debts, a thing he was not accuftomed to. This negitfl of merit is not to be 
charged to the court. Thofe who can come into the Prince’s fight are no where more 
fplendidly rewarded than they are here ; but then it muft be confeffed too, that there 
is no place where the minions of a court fo well imderftand the art of keeping ta- 
lents out of fight. The Emperor indeed drives to break thefe intrigues as much as 
he can, and to meet merit halt way ; but it is impoffible for a great monarch to do every 
riling. , 

. I have little to fay of what concerns the arts, though 1 faw the academy’s annual ex- 
hibition of painting and fculpture. .The former confided merely of portraits. In fta- 
tuary there were only two bulls, one’of the Emperor, the other of the Emprefs, which 
gave me any pleafuro ; but you know I am no great connoiffeur. The great triumph 
ofLbe arts.^ the theatre, of which therefore 1 ffiall give you an account in my next 
letter.: f-' 


LETTER 



RIESBECK’s travels through CERMANn 


^9 


LETTER XXVI. 

t Vimna, 

SIXTEEN years fince, liarJcqnin was tbn life of- every drartiailc perforniance ; no- 
thing was agreeable but what he did or laid ; tlioitgh the critics of the northern parts 
of Germany have hilled him from their Hages, thc’jftiuhitude here l‘i!l wilh'for his re- 
turn. When harlequin was difmiflcd, attempts be^n to be made towards farming a 
nanonal theatre; this was done by flow degrees, but it has at Icngtii come to confiderahlc 
-perfedion. I have feen them play the J°pv dc Famillc here nearly as well, I think, as 
it could beaded on a Paris theatre. The company is felcd, but it has tlie fame faults 
as that of Paris ; the faults which every company mull have that is not under very 
Itrpng government. 

1 was converfing fome days ago upon this fubjed with one of the principal adors : 

We form,” faj s he, ** a kind of parliament amongll ourfelves, and the intendaut of 
the court has no more power over us, than the king of Great Britain has over the 
lloufe of Commons.” So much the worfe, thought I ; the republican form of go- 
vernment, which is alway.s a bad one, mull be particularly fo for a company of players, 
part of whom defirc always to be the kings and princes which they are upon the boards, 
and to- hold their comracies in the fame flute of fubjedion they do there.* 

1 mull introduce you to the acquaintance of tho principal of thefe whigs; the^are 
really, worthy to be know n to you, for they deferve the refped in which they are Mid, 
and wdiich has gained them admittance to ail the bell focieties of the place. 

The elder Stephanie^ the manager, is an extraordinary man off the ftage. He has 
read much, and has a very good heart. He has a great deal of wit, and all the manner 
and<polilh of a man of the w^orld. It is a pity that his make is not the bell for the 
theatre ; his feet are ugly, and the belly is not quite what it Ihould be, to correfpond 
with die upper part of the body.. He endeavours as much as he can to conceal this de- 
fed by artificial poftures, but you fee that his figure hurts him. After Brockman, he 
is the befl: fpeakcr on the ftage, but not the moll pleafing, as his voice often wants 
force. His pronunciation is remarkably good, which he owes to his education in 
Saxony. His countenance is naturally expreffive, though not fo mlich fo on the ftage 
as it might be, from the circumftance of his being fair, and not painting fufficiently. 
His principal parts are thofe of affectionate fathers. I have no where feen Lc Fere de 
Famille jilayed better than by liiin ; but as he is confeious of the imperfedions of his 
figure, and has to do with an unmanageable fet, he is often forced to take up with parts 
not made for him. On this principle 1 have often feen him play young, lively princes 
with no great credit to himfelf; ftill, however, there is fenfe in all he does, and he makes 
every thing thtit can be made -of a part. Bcfides feveral tranflations from the Frenck 
*nd Englilb, if Emiftakenot, he has written feveral original pieces. 

His younger brother is the dired oppofite of Jiirn, a rough, lliff, arrogant man, with 
the face of Mednfa, and at firfl fight he feems more intended for a ’corporal of grenar 
■diers, than for an ador. He plays the parts of clowns, angry boys, tyrants, execution- 
ers,^ and the like, which are all fo natural to him, that nobody elfe can dq^em Jiis well. 
He is ftill more valuable as k pqet than as an ador. Notwithflanding all tflli faults (ouhd 
with him, his jaeces are repr^’ented on all the (lages of Germany, even on thofe where 
people exclaim moft loudly againfl them : they contain, indeed, a great deal of nature, 
admirable characters, and often very fine plots. It is a pity that thefe merits are (haded 
by fome imperfections ; but the author is not fufficient mafter of his language, and his 
fertility (for he j[clls his pieces by the dozens^ often compels him to take up with impro- 
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bdble ftories. If he \^ould but give himfelf a little more time to corre£l: ai^ potifli, he 
might pals for one of the bell poets of the time. His Love for the King., rounded on 
the Iiillory of Charles II. his Defertenr aus KindeJJicbc \ hh BckanWchaft in Bad) his 
Wolfe in dcs Keerde, and his Untcrfchkd Bey Dienfibewerbungen, though not worked up 
to ciaffical elegance, befpeak true genius. He is entirely callons to all criticifms, both 
in his adling and writing lauglis at, or abufes the critics to their faces, or if needs mull, 
brings them to order with his lifts. 

Brockman has been here for I'ome years ; he was knowji to fame long before, and 
enjoyed the fame reputation at 1 lamburgh, which Garrick did in England, and I.e Kaiii 
at Paris. It was a great while before they could perfuade him to come to Vienna, 
owing to the lear he had of the republican cabals Of this theatre, and his not being upon 
very good terms witii his wife, who was engaged hero ; but at length confulcrablc offers 
prevailed on him. He is one of thofc players who do not pleafe you moft at firft fight, 
but improve on you the more you fee them. You mull be accuitomed to fomewhat of 
an unwieldy figure, and fomewhat of a hoarfe voice, before you can value his merits 
as they dei'erve ; but whoever ran g; t over thefe flight deieits is fure to be enraptured 
•with his ex'preffiou. Not a lhade of paliion cfcapcs him. '1 he uncommon eafe of his 
action conceals the extraordinary ftuily which he has beffowed on every motion and 
every word. He is conftantiy before the looking-glafs, and every thing in him befpeaks 
ucderltanding, indiiffry, and practice. Ills chief part is Hamlet, which, however, the 
republican conftitution of this theatre does not allow him to play, as it is a rule here 
iio^rfo take from any man a part which he has once afted, and this part is pofleff'ed by 
Mr. de Lange, a gentleman of whom I (liall fpeak more freely hereafter. Brockman, 
however, is like Garrick, and can play every part, from the fultan to the Have. — 1 do 
not know a greater proof of a thorough knowledge of the world. 

We now come to a man who is truly an unique in his way, I mean Bergopzoomer, one 
of the greateft charlatans, and, at the lame time, one of the greateft workmen in hif 
art I have yet I’cen. He kept a theatrical academy at Prague, where he liit upon the 
fiiigular devile of making every nrotion ol ihe hand.s or feet by letters of tfu* alphabet. 
When he faid iV, B, C, D, ^cc. his fcholars w ux to fall into the correfponding attitudes. 
He is likewile the author of a very dreadlul tragedy, the chief character ofwliich (play- 
ed In' himfelf) difpatchcs .'ili the relt, atul then dilpauiu s himfelf. Deeds of blood arc 
his forte. 1 faw him play Richard the Third very vctll. He is ilrong, but well made 
has a wonderful voice, a lively eye, a great de.d of expreflion in his countenance, ant 
knows how to make good ufe of ail the/c advantages. He excels even Brockman it 
art, for he paints his face of all pollibie colours, in onier to hit the face of the perfor 
he reprefents to the life. He puts on a great deal of lallehair, which he tears oil whet 
he is in a paliion, and tolles about the ftage by handfuls. His wounds mult bleed trin 
])lood: when he is in great palfions he often Ipits blood. 1 faw him throw himfelf oi 
the ground in Richard, and grin, and grind his teeth in fuch a manner, as really madi 
me fhudder. With all this, there i^ an appearance of nature in his expreflion of tlv 
paflions, that forces an adept in theatVical matters to forget all his trick and grimace 
His fayel* furpaffes every thing of the kind 1 have ever feen. He thoroughly under 
Hands the advantage an a£for has in ufing a proper climax of voice. In the part of 
Camillo Rotai in Emilia Galotie, he makes the whole pit fhudder, without any motion 
of the arms or any alteration of countenance, barely by [peaking five or fix words. 
Nor dees he excel only in the parts of kings and murderers. His Sir John Rejllrfs, in 
All in the Wrongs is a mafterly performance. You know what a difficult part that is. 

* A charaAcr in the tragedy of Percy. 
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it is'< pity that he will not play thefe kind of parts oftener. To funi up his character, 
he is a go^d companion, and, what is more rare to be met with ih a player, a man of 
forttine. ♦ , 

’ Amongft all the adlors, there is none who has fo many friends and protedlors amongft 
the great people, as Mr. Miller. The man underftands every thing ; he makes lotte- 
ries at the public aflemblies, keeps toy-booths in them for the ladies ; has a clever wife 
and handfouie daughter, who play upon the harpfichord in the houfes of the great, and 
he knows how to improve all thefe advantages. His credit is lb good, that he is faid, 
though I believe matters to be a little exaggerated in this reCpedt, to have conftantly 
30,000 guilders of other people’s money in circulation. He lives like a great man with 
the great. His houfe Hands in ono*of the belland inoH expenlive parts of the town. 
He has a fuit of rooms furnilhed with great taftc and magnificence. He hires an elegant 
garden in one of the luburbs, where, in I’ummcr time, he. keeps open table for all the 
world. All the wits of Germany bring him letters of recommendation, and he takes 
them into his houl'c. The acquaintances he thereby makes amongft the great perfons 
here, and the learned perfons there, fully pay him for his hofpitality. He has alfo writ- 
ten fome plays, but thefe have not anfwered fo well as his dealings in toys. He is the 
moft infinuating man in the world, and as he endeavours to ferve every one, fo he is 
clefirous of being forved by them. As an actor, he is intolerably vain. His proper 
parts arc thofc of pedants, footmen, and tattlers; but as he does not like to play a 
dilFcrcnt part on the ftage from what he plays off it, he will be enacting courtiers and 
petits maitres. # 

Mr«. Lange, whom I mentioned before, is a handfome man, and has a very good 
voice. His fault confifts in his being a painter. All his attitudes on the theatre are 
academical, and his Itiff movements remind us of thofe drawing-fchools in which they 
j)ut the figure in attitudes, in which it is I’eldom or never feen in nature. He might 
give up his Hamlet to Brockman, and be no lofer ; but he has a perverfity about him 
which is a ligu .ut a fmall underftanding. When he is to fpeak a fpeech, which he 
thinks will meet with applaufe, he comes as near to the pit as he can, and often goes 
beyond the lide-boxes. He has too little underftanding to a£k the parts of ordinary life. 
His fork’ is in heroes of romance, and he excels in Coucy, in Fayel. He has no com- 
mand of his fine voice, but falls by degrees into finging. He often ftrikes his breaft 
with his double fills. lie has many friends, and an amiable wife, who fmgs very well. 
By means of his friends he often poffeffes himfelf of parts to which he has no otimr pre- 
lenfions. In fine, he is likewife one of the few players who are rich. 

Uhe only after of the fieft clafs, who remains to be fpoken of, is Mr. Steigentefeb, 
whom I had much rather fee in a room than on the fiage. He is a man of very univer- 
fal knowledge, (peaks feveral languages, and has a great deal of wit ; but his little 
figure, and a confiderable degree of affeftation, i'poil his adling, which, however, be- 
fpeaks a great deal of underftanding and knowledge of the world. He plays beaux and 
coxcombs, which as well as lovers are in bad hajids. — I fhall fay nothing to you of the 
remainder, as it would make the catalogue toef large. 

Madame Sakko has the pre-eminence amongft the ladies. She was formerly Made- 
moifelle Richard, and was more known to the great world betwixt the Rhine and the 
Elbe, by the charms of her perfon than by her afting. She feemed foria time to have 
loft m love purfuits thofe aftonifhing talents which nature had given her, but they dif- 
covered themfcives by degrees, and (he has endeavoured to make up for the time loft 
by u^ommon Ihidy and application. She poffeffes a feeling heart, a Greek profile, a. 
laiuaftic, or, if I may fo fay, a romantic countenance, ^es fuU of fire, a very fine per- 
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fon, and a filver toned voice. Thofe who woald be quite nteited, muft feeder th the 
part of Cabriille de Vergtt. For the firft time in tny life in a theatre, I felt tears fall fjont 
jny eyes. Tragedy, however, is not her/ole ferfe ; flie plays the parts of fine ladies, mar- 
cWonefles, and devotees, with the fame felicity. She has a thorough knowledge of the 
world, and all the doors of this place, thofe of the imperial cabinet itfelf n(^ excepted, 
are open to her. She is fuch a miftrefs of her motions, that a friend of mine compared 
her to an inftrument which plays treble and bafe at the fame time. Indeed, all the mo- 
tions of her mouth, eyes, arms, and body, are in fuch thorough unifon with, and fet off 
each other fo well, that 1 do not know to what (he can better be compared than to an in* 
firument of this fort. 'J'here are not three aftrefles in the world to be compared to her j 
and file is worthy to be, as ihe is, the goddefs of thte public’s idolatry. Still, however, 
file was forced to wait fome time before the public faw her merit. Her aftion, like 
Brockman's, docs not pleafe at firft fight, as that of BergopTsoomer and Lange does. This 
is common to all thSt is very fine ; you muft examine and compare the parts, before you 
can be (truck with the beauty and fymmetry of the whole. 

Mademoifelle Tevtfcber and Madcmoilelle Namicttc 'Jaymt are the next. Thefe ladies 
would be good aftrelfes if there was no ^akko. I know no other ladies to mention to 
you but Madame Huber, who on and oft' the ftage enacts the part of a proud, quarrel** 
I'ome, and foolilh wife to perfeflion. 

The whole company is in the pay of the court, and every individual in it, keeps his 
falary for life, even wfien he ccafes to be fcrviceablc. The higheft falary paid by the 
court is 1 200 guilders ; befidcs this the principal adors have 6oo guilders for fire and 
clothes, and what remains of the receipts after the expences are paid, is divided antongfl 
them. I he receipts generally amount to 120,000, and the expences to 80,000 guilders 
a year. The fuperflux is divided according to the falarics. Thofe who have children 
endeavour to procure them a fmall appointment as foon as poflible. In general thefe 
are given with great liberality. They made Madam Sakko's hufband (by profellion a 
dancer, but of no manner of ufe), infpedor of the wardrobe, with an appointment of 
500 guilders ; fo the two together have 2300 guilders, or about 250 pounds a year. 
The fecond rates have from 800 to 1006 guilders, and the thirds from 400 to 6001 
guilders. Jacyncl and his two daughters receive 4000 guilders, or about 400 poundfe a 
year. 

The cabals and intrigues which exift in this commonwealth, you can have no concep- 
*t:eptionof: every new part makes a quarrel, in which the courtiers take part } the pub- 
lic fufliirs accordingly. If this company was under good management, it would be one 
of the three firft in Europe. As things now are, authors arc greatly injured. When 
a play is offered, it is read in the theatrical parliament, when the majority of votes de- 
cides whether it (hall be afted or not ; the confequence of this is, that a good play is 
often refufed, either becaufe forae of the firft aftors have no good part in it, or becaufe 
they will not leave a good part to another, or becaufe they are not at leifure to, ftudy a 
new part, or which is ofteneft the cafe,, becaufe they know nothing of the merits. The 
author of a new piece, together with a piS^mium, is entitled to a third part of what his 
work produces, and may fell the copy. Notwithftanding thefe advantages, new plays 
are fo fcarce, that they have been obliged to call in the afliftance of a German opera. 
T-he quarrels this daily occafions betwixt the two companies, and the contempt they 
have for one another, is truly ridiculous. The Emprefs takes care that the public man- 
ners of the aflreifes Aali be more decent than they are at Paris. 

Upon the whole, the public of this place has as bad a tafte as that of Munich. Every 
thing here cries out famm et circfnfes, and the multitude feem to have no other wilhes 
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than to hire their paunches wefl filled, and ;i theatrical entertainment by way of defTcrtjr 
but neithe^the tafte pr morals are improved by this. The generality wiih for the returjti 
of harlequin, who diough he cannot appear as he ufed to do, with his motley coat and 
wooden fword, often ftruts about in the hero’s drefs to delight them ; at lealt it is only 
to this that l can afcribe the miferable pantomimes vrith which the tragic aftors inter- 
fperfe theirlragedies. The general tafte is for grimace, buffoonery, and exaggeration. 
Of a good plot, natural and eafy dialogue, or pure ftyle, they know nothing. I have 
heard feveral things applauded here which would have been hilTed at Paris, if the French 
of them had been as bad as the German w'as. 

Befides the national theatre, fix or feven ftrolling companies occupy the fuburbs. 
Thefcareof the fort I have been ufed to in Suabia. The aflors confift of taylors, per- 
riw'ig-makers, apprentices, and ruined ftudents, who are fometimes on the ftage, fome- 
times in the hoj^ital, and fometimes in the army. Thefe gentlemen play by a kind of 
half light, favourable to the purpofes of intrigue.. Thofe of them fucceed beft w'ho 
have their booths in a garden, where a man may walk with his friend betwixt the 
atls. They are fo confeious that the public does not come to fee them, that half the 
cortipany is commonly in the ale-houfe whilft the play is going forward, and one man 
a^s three or four parts. 


LETTER XXVII. 

N 

THE editor of Voyages cn differentes parties de V Europe fpeaks *ery contumelioufly of 
the German nobility, and ranks the Neapolitan ones far above them in point of income. 
He fiiould at leaft have excepted the Auftrian nobles, as there are feveral there who 
poffefs more than any fix of the richeft Neapolitans he mentions. Prince Francis Lich- 
tenftein, the elder branch of that family has at leaft 900,000 florins, that is 2,300/300 
French livres per annum. In Moravia only, he has twenty eftates, which confift of 
twenty or thirty villages each ; he is, without comparifon, the richeft man in Europe. 
Lord Cavendifl), who paffes for the moft opulent man in England, has not above 8o,oool. 
a year. At Paris there is not either a farmer general, or a man of quality, whofe income 
paffes 120,000 livres. Neither Prince Radzivil, nor Prince Ctzartorilky in Poland, nor 
any of the Ruffian nobility, have eftates like thofe of Prince Lichtenftein. Prince Efter- 
hazy has upwards of 600,000 and Prince Schwartzenberg above 400,000 guilders a 
year. There are upwards of forty people here who have eftates of 100,000 guiWers a 
year, the greateft, as Mr. Pilati fays, that any Neapolitan poffeffes, and twelve, befidea 
thofe I have mentioned, who have as much again. The houfes of Charles Lichtenftrin, 
Averfberg,Lobtowik, Paar, Palfy, Kolloredo, Hasfeld Schonborn, and many others are 
much richer than the dukes Pignatelli, and Matalone, or the princes of Palagoiiia and 
Villa-Franca, at Naples.* 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe vaft revenues, molt of the great houfes are in debt,, 
which may be very ealily accounted for; as in stlier countries, fome one favourite lux- 
ury or other has the afeendant, here they all reign ; nor is there any fpecies of them you 
can name, either horfes, fervants, the pleafuree of the table, play, or drefs, but what is 
earned to the utmoft excefs. Here are feveral ftables of fifty, fixty, or more horfes f 
whoever has an eftate of 50 or 60,000 florins, mull have from twenty-four to.thirty 
horfes ; and it is a moderate eftabliflimcnt, which confifts only of a maitre (Chotely a fe- 
cretary, two ya^tt de cbambrCy two running footmen, one or, two huntfmen, two coach- 
nieDi five or fix foobnen^ wd a porter* *1 he houfes of Lichtexifieui^ Schwaru 
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^jenbei^, and feme others, keep fifty footmen, befide which, the two former have a body 
gpai d. A fmgle plate of fruit often cofts from ,6o to 70 florins, and Count-^Palm once 
appeared in a coat that had coft 90,000 guilders. It is common to give from 30 to 
405000 .florins for a lady’s drefs; and though, hazard is forbidd®, there are, fcveral 
ganaps at which you may lofe from 1 5 to 20,000 florins at a fitting. 

iTince Rohan *, who i'ome time fince was ambaflador from France here, dideavoured 
to vie in cxpcnce with the inhabitants of the place, but, befides getting confiderably into 
debt, he was obliged to confefs at going away, that though a man fpends his money with 
more taitc at Paris, a great deal more may be fpent at Vienna. It is, indeed, very true, 
that they fpend their money without tafie or enjoyment, and feveral of them would do 
better to throw half their incomes out of window, and fet the populace a fcramblhig for 
them, for they would have as much pleafure themfelves. At l\ris every man has fome 
branch of (economy, fomething upon which he faves, that he may afford to be expenfive 
upon other occafions. There is likewife fome difeernment Ihewn in the choice of plea- 
fures, and the poor, the arts, and even the native country, come in for fome fharc of the 
expence ; but here all is idle pomp and magnificence.., Amidft the wretched fcencs ex- 
hibited by the mixture of fuperfluity and rnifery at Paris, the friend of mankind recol- 
leiSls that there is a Beawmnl and a Cure dc S/. Sv!pire, who divide among the indigent 
a great part of the fuperfluities of the rich. But here there is no fource ol' confolation 
for the old, and often fick beggar, who flinks into the coffee-houfes and beer-houfes at 
duflv to procure alms, whilft the groat fpend upon a fingle meal, what would feed a pri- 
vate family for a year. 

The arts^iiijoy as little from the riches of this place as the poor do ; almofl all the 
palaces and gardens befpeak nothing but a taftelefs profufioif; and as to collections of 
pictures, I have feen none but the Lichtenllein gallery that deferves any notice. It is 
true, indeed, that this may hand in the place of many ; it confilts of fix Hundred pieces 
by the belt mafters, and is divided into twelve rooms, which have a magnificent appear- 
ance, but tlien this is all that is to be feen befides the imperial collection. 

I had forgot to mention one trait exceedingly charaCteriflic of the country. In fome 
houfes, the mafters of wliich affeCl to live in the higheft llyle, it is cullomary, when an 
entertainment is given, to provide Jofes of tartar emetick, and fet them in an adjoining 
room j thither the guefls retire when they happen to be too full, empty themfelves, and 
return to the company again as if nothing had happened. 

Muficis the only thing for which the nobility fhew a tafle; feveral of them have pri- 
vate bands of muficiai.s, and all the public concerts atteft, that this branch of the arts is 
in the greateft eflcem here. You may bring together four or five large orcheftras, 
which are all incomparable. The number of private virtuofi is fmali, but.thero is no 
finer orcbcflra of mufic in the world. I have heard thirty or forty inflruinents play to- 
gether, all which gave lo juft, fo clear, and fb precife a found, that you w'ould have 
thought you heard only a fingli- very (hong inftrument ; a fingle llroke gave life to all 
the violins, and a fingle blaft 10 all the wind inflruments. An Knglifhman, by whom I 
chanced to fit, was altonifhed not to hea^" in a whole opera, I will not fay a fingle diflb- 
nance, but one hally flroke, one too long paufc, one too loud blaft. Though juft come 
out of Italy he was enraptured with the juftnels and the clearnefs of the harmony. 
There are about four hundred muficians here, who divide themfelves into particular fo- 
cietiesj and often labour together during a long courfe of years. On a particular day 
of the year they have a general concert for the benefit of muficians’ widows j I have 

I , • The celebrated cardinal of that aiame. 
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been that the four hundred play together as diftindtly, as cleanly, and as jiifUy 

as when there are only from twenty to thirty. This is certainly the only concert or tl: • 
kind in the world. 

One of the moft pleafing fights I have feen here was that of the lemonade booths ia 
the fummer-evenings. They put up a large tent in fome of the public parts of the town, 
round it are feveral hundred ftools, which are occupied by the ladies and gentlemen oi 
the place. At foine diftance there is a band of muilc ; the vvonderiul inufic, the feftive 
filence, and the familiarity which night difi'ufes over every thing, Iiave all of them un 
unfpcakablo good clT'ect. 

To fee the equipages of Vienna, you tnuft go to a fire-work on tlie Prater in the fum- 
Iher time. The Prater is a wood of oaks and beeches on an ill.ind of the Danube, near 
the city. Towards the entrance, under the trees, there are al)out thirty tents, furnifited 
with cl'.airs and'tables, in which you meet with all kinds of rcdrefljmeuts. I he place is 
conftantly reforteJ to by day but to fee it in its fplendor, you mufl; go to a fire-work ; 
about twelve thoufand people afleml)le and take their fupper under the trees. Towards 
the entrance of the tnghr, on a given fignal, they flock to the meadow, furrounded with 
high trees, in which tlie fpeQiaclc is exhibited. DIreiTly oppofite to the firework is a 
magnificent amphitheatre filled witli feveral hundreds of ladies, whofc high painted 
cheeks, rich jewels, and light fummer clothes, have an unfpoakable good efleef. The 
pit betwixt the amphitheatre and the firework is filled as full, as it can hold with men. 
At the conclufion of the feflival a moft extraordinary fight takes place ; a rowg of from 
twelve to fifteen hundred coaches, phaetons, and other four wheeled equipages, goes 
from the wood to the city, in fo direct and clofe a line, that when they ftop, tiie beam of 
the hinder carriages arc clofe upon the cheft of the fore ones; the confequence of which 
is, tliat as they go only in full trot, or gallop, many of the carriages are broke, and the 
people in them expofed to the utmoft danger : moft of thefe are gentlemen’s coaches, 
with four or fix horfes to them; the numberof thefe in this place are at lead three thou- 
fand five hundred ; there are about five hundred hackney coaches, and about three 
hundred coaches that are let out. Notwithftanding tlie number of equipages on this 
occafion, there is hardly ever the leaft diforder ; the foot-pafiengers have their road, 
which no coachman dares to break in upon. The bridge betwixt the fuburb of Leopold 
and tlie 1 rater, in which i!ic preOure is ftrongeft, is divided into four parts ; the two 
outormoft of thefe are for the foot-paffengers, and the innermoft for the coaches ; that 
is, one for thofe who are g<ung from, and another ior thofe who are corning to the city, 
Ihis order is kept up througli the wood and ou the djanfei in the fuburb, till you come 
to the cityj and fome citinijjicrcs ride to and fro with drawn fabres to fee that the order 
be obferved. T'here is no iuitance of an accident having happened at the time of a fef- 
tivity ; all the cafuahies that take place through the ncgleCl of coachmen, happen in the 
daily bufinefs of the city,; there arc, however, never above feveii people driven over in 
a year, whereas at Paris we reckon there are twenty. 

As to the firework itfclf, 1 fet It far above all^boe amufements of this place, not ex- 
ceptmg the national theatre itfelf. M. Stuwer, who was the artificer, whole works I faw 
underrtands It thoroughly ; he exhibits whole gardens, large palaces, and temples, in 

pcrfpective, with all their different lhades of colour, and almoft as large as the life 
liis machines are particularly large and beautiful, and often make from fix to eight 
fronts, from fifty to fixty feet long. At the opening of the exhibition, they let off fe- 
vml hundred rockets, which fly up with a noife like thunder, (hake the whole foreft 
W make It l^ht as at noon day. A few years ago he had a rival called Girandoliai! 
who, m the eftimation of all connoifleurs, had much more merit than himfelf, but was 
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the viclim &f the bigotry of the public* Girandolini, who, as a ftrangef,^ had more 
difficulty to combat with, than the other, was obliged to uncommon exertions to 
obtain money, to do as much as Stuwer. He had a great number of labourers 
at work during the w'holo fpring and w'inter, but in the fu miner, on the day announc- 
ed for the exhibition, there happened a great thunder ilorm, which fpoiled all he had 
done. His difappointment led lutn to ufe imprecations, and- he was difcouraged as an 
athciit. 

The yiu^artcn is likew'ife one of the fommer amufemcnts, at which you may meet 
with all the fine world. This is a large park, which Hands in the fame ifland of the Da- 
nube as the Prater does, and is to ahe eaH of it ; it is a work of the Emperor’s, w'ho, 
as the infcription over the door Hates, has opened it, as a friend of mankind, for a pla# 
of relaxation to all mankind. It is, however, vifited only by the higher orders ; the 
people who fee it is not maile for them, volunfarlly exclude themfelves t it is aHonifliing 
in how Hiort a time this park is become what it is. The Emperor, who is determined 
to fee his work complete, fpares for neither pain's or expence to procure trees half 
grown, and fuH grown from the moH diHant part of the globe. Thougli there are a 
great variety of different trees and Ihrubs, and the walks have all the beauties that one 
can defire, there is a regularity and imH'ormity in tlie whole, which makes it like a true 
Englifli garden. A very broad arm of the Danube, which wafiies its banks, gives it a 
^reat deal of life. The moH pleafing perlpeclive in the whole is that of a large fbreH 
in pcrlpedtive, which has been cut through on tiie other fide of the river, and is^ 
bounded by the diHant hills of Moravia, which (lit about it like light clouds. There is 
a magnificent pavilion, in which is a biliiard-tablc and refreflnnents of all kinds. Thofe 
who wifh to fee this place in full beauty, muH vifit it in the height of fummer in the 
morning. The cuHom has prevailed for Ibme years paH, of coming here to drink mi« 
iieral waters ; thefe, it is true, arc fetched from upwards of a hundred miles diHance, 
and can therefore do no great good, nor is there any need of it, for the invalids ate molt 
of them very well, and only come here to enjoy the eafe and freedom which obtain at 
fipa, Pyrmont, and other water drinking places. Here all I'anks, particularly the no« 
blefle and the literati mix together ; the -ladies drink that they may fliew themfelves in 
ticgligeSf and the men drink becaufe the ladies are not fo Hiff in negliges as they are when 
full dreltcd. 

There are feveral other places of public refort in this town j that which is moH ge- 
nerally vifited is the Rempart, which, though expofed to a very warm fun, is ahnoH al- 
ways full. The middling people cannot go to church in the afternoon, without taking 
a turn round tlie Rempart, which takes them up an hour ; thofe of higher ranks walk 
to flicw their dogs, which in this place only are fafe from horfes and carriages. Hounds 
are a great article of luxury here ; the fine folks endeavour to out4o each other in 
them; at prefent the little I'omeranian breed is all the mode ; one of -them either Ihow 
white, or coal black, and with a fharpfnout, will fetch from ten to fifteen ducats. Prince 
X, gave twenty-five ducats for one ; , every man who fets up at all for ton, niull havfc 
his fpi£chen^ which is here the proper bame of the dog. Ihe pcafants, who are the 
better for this foily, have built a dog-market adjoining to the poultry-market. 

The garden of the Belvedere in the fuburb or Rennevig, formerly in the poffeffion of 
Prince Eugene, is likewife at prefent a 'public walk; the garden has nothing particular 
about it ; but the palace, both on account of its builder, and its admirable fituation, is 
one of the moH remarkable places in the town ; from the balcony on the terrace you 
command a view over the whole town, and all the country Tound. Solne years ago 
imperial pidtures were moved hither ; the gallery conuHs of twenty.two large rooms ; 
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the lower ftory is tenanted entirely by Italian mailers. , The befl: pidlure is a Cupid in the 
act of drawing his bow, by Corregio. It was bought JFor 1 8,000 ducats, by the I'lmpe- 
ror Charles VI. biit with many other pictures had been entirely neglcdted and trodden 
under foot, fo that part of it was entirely fj>oilt, but what remains is Corregio {till. The 
upper ftory is tenanted by the Flemifli mailers, who, as in duty bound, do nor keep com* 
pany with the Italians. The gallery is open to every body three days in the WTck. 

About a mile and a half from the city, in a fenny hollow, you meet with Schoubrurm, 
the fummer refidence of the Emprefs, bur where the coniined profpctl and bad air did 
not allow me to ftay two days. The palace is immcnle, built in a truly great ftylc ; 
the furniture, too, is truly imperial ; there is one rotmi furniihed with tapeftry from tlie 
Qfibclms, that coil 300,000 guilders; here too is the menagerie of wild beafts, fo delighr- 
fully lung by Metaftafio. The moil remarkable I law, was a true elephant of the large 
breed from India ; it was fent as a prefent from the Stadtholdcr, who gave io,oco guil* 
ders for it. On an eminence behind the palace the Emperor has built a /ala ierrena in 
the ancient ftyle, with two rows of pillars on each fide. This points out the fpot where 
his mother Ihould have built, if Ihc had chofen to have had a fine profpeft and good 
air. When the Emprefs is here, llie fees only capuchins and old court ladies. This is 
likcw'ife a place of public amufement, as the garden is alw'ays open, as is the palace alfo, • 
at all fuch times as the Emprefs is not there. 

The Kaltcberg, which lies on the Danube, about three miles from the city, pleafed me 
infinitely more j the way to it is through a wonderfully well cultivated country. At 
fomc diftance to the left, on the Hope of the hill, and under fome very old oaks, you fee 
field marftial Lacy’s elegant villa, with his Englifh gai-den. By degrees you gain a thick 
foreft on the brow of the hill ; on the lop of this Hands the Camaldculeufe convent, in 
the finelt point of view you can imagine. Under fome trees before the convent, are a 
table and fome benches, where the ladies, who cannot vifit the infidc of the monaftery, 
without fpecial pcrmillion from the archbifliop, are entertained till their friends return. 
Every monk has his own feparate hut, with a little garden belonging to it. 'I'o the outer 
cell there is a terrace which looks over a perpendicular precipice into the Danube, and 
commands a profped of which u monk of this fort is quite unworthy. You have the 
whole city like a ground plot under your feet ; you think you hear the conftant hum in 
it, and your eye carries you over this part of Auftria, as far as to the borders of Hun- 
gary and Moravia. , The majcftic Danube winds through an immenfe plain ; at fome 
diftance it confiderably widens, and, being covered with no woods or elevations, calls a 
filver appearance on the landfcape. To your right, the wood crowned hill you are upon 
gradually decreafes to the fuburbs, whilll to the left it ftretches its high neck along the 
Danube, to where, at three miles diftance, you fee the golden hill of Enferfdorf, which 
produces one of the bed Auftrian wines. The numberlefs fine villages, the blue hills 
fwirnming on the horizon, and all the various afpefts of wood and water, diflufe a de- 
light, which iniprelfed m*c to fuch a degree, that I could not help communicating my cn- 
thufiafm to the monk, who was near me. “ Happy,” fays I, “ mult be that brother 
who inhabits the outer cell.” “ No,” faid he, we are not of your opinion, none of 
ufe chufe to live in it, for it is too much expofed to the winds, and is as cold again as 
any other.” In a moment the man brought me out of my enthufiafm. You know I 
am one of thofe, who in fummer never think of winter, and who hate nothing more than 
to be forced to fee the ugly fide of things, be they as natural as they may, whilftl am 
taken up with the beautiful ones. After having feen all that the monks had to flipw, 
l^r fhirts and all,* we gave them money to fay a mafs for us, and hallened to our ladies 
under the trees. We bad fent before us a cold collation, and fome bottles of Shum- 
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lavci* and St. Jorger. The day was fine, and the ladies in good humour, fq that I do 
liot know whether we might not a little prophane the entrance to the holy place. This 
pilgrimage was undertaken in the firft days of my arrival here, but I have often been at 
the place fmce, and have found pleafure there, even in bad weather. 

There are feveral other public places, amongll which you may reckon Mount Calvarie, 
and other places of devotion, which arc vifited by the young people of both fexes, 
not fo much from motives of piety, as bccaufe they are proteAed from the infpeAion of 
the police. * 


LETTER XX VIII. 

Vienna. 

THE prefent court poffefles feveral valuable colIeAions, all of which are as much as 
pofiiblo open to the public. The imperial cabinet of medals hath fcarce its equal in the 
world ; there arc twenty-two thoufand ancient coins ; the modern coins are extremely 
valuable ; likewife a very valuable, and to thole who wifli to (ludy the hiftory of the 
middle ages, a very precious part of this colleftion, is that which confills of all the coins 
and medals from Charlemaine to this time. The, thought was Charles the Vlth*s, but 
the colleAion owes its ,exifl;ence to tjhe Emperor Francis, who laid out great fums upon 
it* _1 fay nothing to you of the feveral other rich collcAions of natural hilfory, mathe* 
matical inftruments, &c. &c. but, that like every thing the court polTefics, they are 
open to every body, without the leaft trouble. But the library is one of the molt pre- 
cious in the world. It confifts of more than three hundred thoufand volumes, twelve 
thoufand of which are valuable manuferipts. The building in which they are preferved 
is one of the handfometf in the town. It is open every morning till twelve o’clock, 
i’or all perfons who choofe to come. They are furnilhed with tables, chairs, pen, ink, 
and paper ; a fecretary looks in the catalogue for the books wanted, which are imme- 
diately taken down from the Ihclves by fome livery fervants belonging to the court. 
There are fires in the room all the winter. None of the fervants are allowed to take 
any thing. When once you are acquainted with the librarians, one of whom is always 
in a room adjoining, it is not fo difficult to obtain prohibited books as has been pre- 
tended. Mr. Pilati, indeed, in his travels, fays, that you cannot have a good book with- 
out the archbilhop’s permiffion ; but I myfelf read the Hillory of the Council of Trent, 
and all Machiavel’s works through, without any leave. 

Exclufive of the court library, there are feveral other public places where people may 
read. ^ The bookfeller Trattnern once took it into his head to have a learned coffee- 
houle in his great palace. He promifed to provide the fubferibers with all the newf- 
papers, periodical publications, and pamphlets, in all the living languages. If this pro- 
jeA had been properly followed, it might have proved the foundation of an academy, or 
learned foeiety ; but the fubferibers foon faw, that TpttneJm had no view but what re- 
garded his own pocket. This Mr. Trqttnern compels the profeffors to fell him their 
manuferipts, and pays them not' a farthing for them. He conceives himfelf to have this 
privilege as bookfeller to the court, and exercifes an intolerable tyranny over all the 
bookfcliers and literati of the place. Notwithllanding the high tone he afieAs,he does, 
not fcruple to defeend to tlic lovveft meanneffes. He prints over again, with the impe- 
rial privilege, works which have been already printed with this privilege in . the other 
parts o^Germany. They fay he has perfuaded the Emprefs, that let a book be ever fo 
fucce^ul, the bookfeller gets nothing by it, if he pays the expmee of printing ; fo that 
befide 'giving him the copy, Ihe often pays the whole expence of printing the books^lhe 
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takes an intereft in ; but though Trattnern flatters her foibles in many refpecls, there is 
not a perfon in Vienna who difobeys her orders more ftrenuoufly. If you will pay him 
enough for them, he will procure you all prohibited books, even the moft fcandalous 
and thefe'are the only books which the generality cares for; for it is not as witii us, where 
you meet with l^iontefquieu*s Spirit of Laws, Voltaire* s XJnivafal Hijiory, and Roujf>au*s 
Social ContraSl, in the hands of people who make no pretences to literature. Here are 
many literati who know notlnng of thefe, and the like books, which they leave entirely 
to the higher nobility, and fome of the officers. What fuccceds moll here is buffoonery, 
and even the bettermoll part of the reading public, is faiisfied with plays, romances, and 
fairy- tales. I know a dozen young men of letter^ as thefe creatures here call them- 
felvc's, who have read nothing fince they came frtm fchool, but German and French 
poets. I was once tempted to go round the table of the |>ubHc library to fee what the 
readers vfere employed in ; two or three out of about four and tw'enty were reading an- 
cient writers, one was reading Sully’s Memoirs, and all the reft had eitherTomances, or 
were looking over fuch books as the Mufeum Florentinum, and the deferiptions of the 
Antiquities at Herculaneum, for the fake of the prints. I mull, however, make one ob- 
fervation in honour of the Hungarians; thefe generally call for the feveral hillorians of 
their own country, and they appeared to me to read them with an animation that befpoke 
the freedom of their government. May it not be owing to this difference of govern- 
ment, that the Hungarians, as I have generally obferred, havei»more patriotifm, and 
confequently care more for the hiftory of their native country than the Auftrians do ? 
I have not found one of all the latter who had a tafte for any flich thing. 

After what I have been faying, it is not extraordinary that the focieties of this country 
fhould be as dead as they are. The fubjeft of the Iheatre is foon exhaufted, after which 
there is nothing left but the news of the day, and trifling obfervations. It is only the 
women who keep up the convcrlafion at all ; thefe have infinitely more wit, vivacity, 
and knowledge of all kinds of things, than the men. In feveral houfes I was in, the 
men had nothing to fay after the firu quarter of an hour, but their wives and daughters 
kept up the converfation with great chearfulnefs. It is very true, that their fund con- 
Ms only of the news of the day, but the news gives rife to remarks, and remaik.s give 
life to obfervations and debates that often prove very interefting ; with the men there is 
not even this refource, for they are too ftupid even for this. 

The women of this place are handfome and well made, but they have no colour, and 
their faces are not interefting. They are eafy and lively in their motions, their gait, 
and their fpeech. 1 hey are more compofed, more determined, and more manly than 
* r women, but not fo heroic as the Englilh. I cannot give you a better idea 

of them than by telling you they are between French and Englilh. There are no great 
beauties here, nor any very ugly women. They have not yet imitated our country wtr- 
mert in their wunter-drefs, which continues, to be of Polanaifes, trimmed with verv ex- 
pennve furs, which reaeh down to the feet. As thefe dreflTes have no high pockets, are 
open at the bfeaft, and fell eafily about the lower part of the body, they are favourable 
to the fhape, and remind us of the Greek fimpheity. A tinge of fuperftition, peculiar 
o the women of this place, is united to great fenflbility of heart, and rather tends to in- 
erra e, than to reprefe love, ttendlhip, and benevolence. Moore has made ibme good 
obfervations upon this fubjeft, but nothing gives a better idea of the thing, than feeing 
fic^ - mafles m a convent, and gitealms, witha wifli that God may recoyer hw 

The Cicijheat is upon the feme footing here as in Italy ; it fubfifts among the er^t as 
a mode that has be» once^ j the poor take it up as a matter of trade; and it 
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Is only amongft the merchants and manufaflurers that you meet with any inflrances of 
jealoufy. I cannot forbear giving you a droll inftance of the eflefts of this, which took 
place fome years ago. A man of fafhion having been rather too frequent in his vifits to 
a rich tradefman’s wife ; the huiband, who was difpleafed with the intercourfe, took 
the following method of putting a ftop to it ; one morning, when he knew the lovers 
were together, he ordered all his fervants to be in w'aiting, with flarrtbeaux on the (fairs; 
he then ftepped into the room, and told his excellency, that his fervants were come to 
light him liome ; the other was exceedingly furprifed, but alFeded not to underhand 
him ; upon which the merchant immediately took him by the arm, and led him very 
ccrcmonioufly down (lairs ; here the fervants, armed with their flambeaux, furrounded 
him on all fldes, and led him into the middle of the llrcet in broad day light; the tradef- 
man in the mean time (tandflg upon the (Icps of his houfe making bow upon bow, and 
under the pretence of recommending himfelf to the nobleman’s cuftom, (houting out his 
name as loud as he could. 

You feldom hear of any extraordinary inflances of impropriety and indecency in this 
place. Confidering the Hate of the countiy, it is not extraordinary, that a tafte for 
pleafure fhould be fo prevalent as it is, it having certainly more food here than any 
where clfc. The number of poor is much fmaller than at Paris, and probably, than at 
London. Evei 7 thing, even the clothing of the lowed fervant maid, befpeaks a great 
degree of aflluence. The prodigality of the higher nobility, the many, and great ap- 
pointments paid by the court, and the extenfive commerce of the middling clalTes, 
greatly affids the circulation of money. The condant circulation of the town is edi- 
rnated at twelve million of imperial guilders, or i2,oool. flerling. The expence of liv- 
ing is likewife lefs than it is any where elfe, and Vienna is probably the only town in 
which the price of the necelTaries of life is not equal to the quantity of gold ui circula- 
tion. This arifes from the great want of money in the neighbouring Wungary. You 
have good wine here for three kreutzers the bottle, and a very good dinner f )r twelve. 
I know a iraltciir., who for thirteen fols a head, furniflicsa table d'hote, confining of ve- 
getables, broiled meat, a pudding, or roaded calPs-livcr, and beef ; the bread and a gill 
of wine are included : in a word, the man with the forty croxvns might live here very 
well, but if he has more, he will certainly be tempted to fpend it. The more nature 
gives, the more nccelTities men make to themfclves, and (lie is fo profufe here, that they 
of courfe become fo too. The infinite number of richly penfioned dependants of the 
court, the numerous nobility, and the many drangers who come here only for amufe- 
ment, know no other pleafure, than to follow it wherefoever it leads. Riches, idlenefs, 
and the liberality of nature, mud render a people diflipated, whofe religion is the oppo- 
fite to frugality, and w’hofe governors cannot give their fpirits any other occupation. 

The commerce of this country is now extremely flourifliing ; but it was a long time 
before the Auflrians knew how to enjoy the advantages which nature had provided them 
with. Notwithdanding they were maders of one of the larged rivers in the world, 
which carries (hips upwards of feventy german miles before it comes to them, and after- 
wards opens them a way into the Levant and Black Sea ; there was no fpirit of trade 
among them till the lad Emperor’s time. It is true, Charles the Sixth had done what 
he could to promote this fpirit throughout the whole of his dominions, but though his 
attempts had been fuccefsful in other places, he met with a difappointment in the dutchy 
of Audria and the capital, for the nobility of thefe places dill conlidercd merchants as a 
kind of brute beads ; and the jefuits kept the protedants, who in the fcquel, did mod 
for indudry, either entirely at a didance, or were fure to crufli them, when they found 
tneatis to creep in. The court, in (hort, contrafted many debts, and its credit grew too 

weak 
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weak to aiFord any fubftantial fupport to thofe who needed its affiftance. The Emperor 
Francis, having reftored the finances, was himfelf a merchant, and by degrees the no- 
bility began to look upon the induftrious merchant with a fomewhat lefs degree of con- 
tempt. Still, however, a great deal was referved for the prefent Emperor, whofe popu- 
larity, and averfion to old prejudices, are in no inftance more confpicuous than in this- 
He introduces ingenious artifts and merchants into the firft focieties. It is true, indeed, 
that thofe who think all merit confifts in birth and external appearance, negled nothing 
to make the plebeian feel he is out of his element; but a word from the monarch fets all 
to rights, and the more the noblefle difturb themfelves, the more Jofeph is fure to take 
opportunities of humbling their pride. Some years ago, when he was at Pirague, he 
came into a large company, leading a citizien’s wife by the hand j all the ladies imme- 
diately began to flare, but he took no farther notice of it, than by going down with her 
the only dance he danced. 

After all, commerce would not be very flourilhing, had not the clogs it was under, 
when the Monarch’s confeflbr was the director of all the departments in the ftate, been 
taken olF, and were it not moftly in the hand of flrangers. 

'fhe facility with which fo many foreign families make large fortunes, is a public and 
ftriking inflance of how much they fufpafs the natives in aftivity and underftanding. 
I’hc baron de /r/Vj, the court banker, a MJmlhaufe by birth, who had no capital, has 
become, in an incredible fhort time, one of the firft bankers in Europe. He is worth 
at leaft four millions of guilders. Moft of the principal manufafturers and merchants 
come from Suabia, F^nconia, Saxony, and other parts of Germany. The citizens of 
Nuronburg, Augflmrg, Ulra, Lindavv, and other cities, meet here with a refuge from 
the tyranny, which every day more and more obtains in their own countric's. Moft of 
them have made their fortunes by good fenfe, induftry, and efpecially by that frugality 
which fo eflentially diftinguiflics them from the natives. There is no doubt, but that the 
flrangers, and efpecially the proteftants, will likewifo make a flourilhing place of Triefte. 

With all this, however, trade is ftill far below \vhat it might be ; but it makes great 
ftridcs every day. It is faid, there are already above a hundred filk weavers’ looms in 
the place. There arc alfo plufli and cotton raanufaftures, and foreign trade is carried 
on with Auftrian and Hungarian wines, Bohemian and Moravian linens (which go by 
Triefte into Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Turkey,) wrought and unwrought iron, fteel 
and copper, leather, china, and other articles ; thefe produce feveral millions. All this 
the government protefts fo heartily, that it has always a fund ready for the encourage- 
ment of the enterprizing and difereet projeftor. This fund it lends out without intereft 
for five, fix, or even ten years, after which it receives intereft gradually from one to 
two or three per cent. 

From thefe beginnings great advantages are, no doubt, to be expefted in the next 
generation, when, inftead of being proud of their debts, the nobility fliall deign to be in 
company with a rich tra’der, and inltead of rcafoning on a bill of fare, will converfe with 
him on the profits of the year ; but education luult firft be thoroughly reformed, for 
whilft it is iruflcd to French abbes and chambAmaids, all that is done for trade is but 
patch-work. 

1 here is bad news about the town ; a few days ago the Emprefs returned indifpofed 
from a country expedition, and this indifpofition is now become a ferious diforder. The 
phyficians fear an inflammation in the lungs, wh'cb, from the frequent changes t)f the 
w'eather, is the common illnefs of this place. 1 hope to begin my next letter in better 
Ipirits than 1 fii)yflh this. Fare thee well.. 
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if the cultivation was what it is in’ tlie greateft part of Suabia. As things now are, «ot 
only a great part of this fruitful land is uncultivated, but even that which is cultivatedls 
not turned to near the advantage it might. In this country they know nothing of arti- 
ficial cultivation, fuch as dunging in a cheap way, the mixture of different earths, and 
the ufe of chalky clay to manure, though parts of the country produce this lad commo- 
dity in great abundance. They fuffer, at lead more than half the ground there is need 
for, to lay fallow. Their common way of threfhing, is by driving oxen over the com, 
by which half of it is left for draw. When you are travelling tiirough this country, 
you think yourfelf going over a wild, though you are in fa£l upon a bottom, which with 
very little trouble would produce fifty, fixty, or even one hundred fold. The roads 
are of an immenfe breadth, and the fields adjoining them of fo little value, that the 
podillions drive through them, without the lead ceremony, whenever a little mud or 
rain in the highway reminds them of its being more convenient. 

The inhabitants cxcufe their bad farming by the little value which grain bears, and 
fay, that if their harveds were ten times greater, they fhould gain nothing by them. 
There may be fome truth in this, but the fault is certainly owing originally to a bad 
govemmeur. The value of grain would undoubtedly increafe with an incrcafed popu- 
lation ; and if the farmer had fulHcient encouragement, the land might be put to other 
ufes befides the growing of grain. They already grow a great deal of tobacco, faffron, 
and other valuable articles ; but there arc numberlefs others which might be produced, 
if, what you will fcarce believe, government did not rather feck to difeourage, than pro- 
mote agriculture. 

The exportation of the Hungarian W'ine.s, one of the riched produfls of the country, 
and which, if it were free, would foon ruin the fale of the French wines in the North, 
is clogged with innumerable obdruftions. Thcfe the legiflaturc impofes under the 
idea, that if once they did not exid, the trade of the Audrian wines would be ruined. 
The difeouragement in confequence has been carried to fuch a height, that not long 
fince there exided a law, that no quantity of Hungarian winelhould be exported with- 
out exporting fo much Audrian wine with it. This, no doubt, fuits the Audrian no- 
bility who have edates with vines upon them ; but it is feeding the little finger at the 
cxpence of the whole body j for, as none but thofe who can afford to pay exorbitantly 
for their drink will buy the Audrian wines, the confuqu^ce is, that, except a few of 
the rich nobility, France fuppUes all the North, which *Jmcrvvife would take its wine 
from Hungary. Nor docs the evil end here ; the Hungarian peafant, who is oppreffed 
by his lord, feeks to drown his forrow in the cup, which he either makes himfelf, or 
can buy in mod places for two, three, or four ertutzer the bottle. The confequence 
of this is, that men who in their youth are plump, ruddy, and fecmingly built for ever, 
grow pale, emaciated, and dwarfifh, and begin to droop after thirty, fo that the popu- 
lation is already much diminidied, and w'ould grow lefs and lefs, if it were not for the 
acceilion of foreigners. It is partly owing to this, and partly to the want of education, 
that many trafts of the country have the exa£t appearance of American lands, and, 
were it not that you fee no fcalps or Enemies Ikulls to drink out of, you would often 
think yourfelf in company with fo many Cherokees. The tax qn Hungarian tobacco, 
when exported, is no lefs hurtful to the agriculture of this country. Certainly the 
farmers of this part of the revenue in the Audrian dominions ought to have it in com- 
mand to import fuch a proportion of Hungarian tobacco, with all they import from other 
places. 

There is no country in the world which has a greater variety of inhabitants than Hun - ‘ 
gary. The ancient poffeffors of the country were partly Tartars and partly Sclavonians. 
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'tAlnongfl: the former we may reckon the Hungarians, now properly fo called, the 
Rumanians, the Seders and 'the Yatfigers. Their manners and appearance plainly 
ihew that they are of kin to the Galmttcks, and defcendants of the old Scythians. Their 
deep eyes, Khgular cheek bones, and yellow ikins, diftinguifh them from the Sclavoni- 
ans, who befides are whiter, more flemy, and ftouter built. There are feveral parts of 
the country in which both the races are continued pure and unmixed. The Sclavonians 
conflfl: of Croats, Bohemians, (who originally are a branch of the Croats,) Servians, 
Rullians, and Wenden Polackers. There are befides German colonifts, but if they 
choofe to poiTefs lands, they mud buy their nobility for 2000 ducats, which make about 
32,000 livres. Befides all thefc, there are Walachians, Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, 
Armenians, Jews, and Gypfies, u hich laft are the richeft of all thefe foreigners. 

All tifhfe people, a few of the German colonifts only, and the higher nobility, which 
is modelled after the falhion of the court of Vienna, excepted, are ftill in a barbarous 
date. 

Indeed it mud be owned that the court inftead of fucceeding in improving them, as 
it has done the reft of its fubjcfls, has rather done them harm than good, by the at. 
tempts it has made for the purpofe. Whilft they were left to themfelves, they were 
warlike, and like all the children of nature, whom a falfe policy has not fpoiled, open, 
hearted, hofpitable, fhink, and fteady to their promifes. An old officer, who fpent his 
youth among the Croats, has afliired me, that they are not to be known fince they have 
been difeiplined ; for, inftead of being a trufty, fpuited, and generous foldiery, they are 
become a band of treacherous, tricking, cowardly robbers. ** I had much rather,** faid 
he, have had to do with them when they were entirely undifeiplined, and under the 
influence only of their own laws and cuftoms. It is true they plundered both friend 
and foe when we went into the field, and committed every kind of depredation in the 
towns where they were quartered ; but thefe were the workings of a mong fenfual ap- 
petite, which did not prevent their being of the greateft fervice. They ufed to take the 
moft dangerous out-pofts, in the very teeth of the enemy—never deferted— would fol- 
low their officers with the utmoft fidelity through any duigers~-could fail mvff days 
without making any complaints, and provided you left them what they had ftolen^hich 
they did not aflPefl to conceal, were indefatigable on a day of battle. The alterarion 
which difeipline has eSe&ed in them is, that they, indeed, fteal no longer openly, but 
they fteal fecretly, and fteat%om each other whenever they can; they have learned the 
methods of concealing their thefts, and are alwt^s making cabab agamft their officers ; 
and though become too cowardly to defert when there is any danger attending defer- 
tion, they are fure to do it whenever they can with fafety. They grumble whenever 
they are kept two days embodied in the field, and never put on their uniform without 
curling it. They look upon their overfeers as their enemies, and hate tfa^n. Formerly 
it was an unheard of thing, for a Croat to go over to the Turks, but now they join 
them to the number of twenty and thirty, and plunder their native country. The fame 
thing is true with regard to the Sclavonians ; and even the reft have been rather hurt 
than bettefed by regulations not adapted to their'drcumftances.** 

“What this gentleman faid from experience is conformable to true philofophy; for it 
is only by religion that you can ever be fuccefsful in civilizing a barbarian. Any othfur 
attempt, any reftridion which tends to cure him of his vices, without fhewing him the 
advantage of virtue to hknfelf, only makes a motley compofition df the fiipiltst^ the two 
ftates. 
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LETl'ER XXX. 

Viennj. 

NO doubt but th^e is much illufion in Roufleau’s idea of focial contrafV. Fate, 
which plays fo many other games with us, throws us into fome peculiar focicty, by 
which we aro fettered before we have time to think of a contrad. Accident, and iron 
headed necei][ity, have been the true legiflators of all the monarchies, ariftdcracies, de> 
mocrades, ai^^heir numerous fubdivifions, that ever exifted in the world. It is liko 
wife certain, that upon the whole, we hnd ourfelves better under the direflion of capn* 
cious fortune, than if we had fet down originally to bind and conned each other in 
eternal chains. The will of the flrongelt lUll Remains the ultimate decider # all diffi- 
culties, and whatever covenants there might have been, it raufl: have been fo, as oitcn 
as the ftrongell Ihoulu have felt his weight, or his interefl Ihould have come in compe- 
tition with that of others. 

It is neverthelefs true, that in thefe various gallies to which we are chained, the good 
of the whole cannot be better promoted, than when the will of the whole, or at Icaft of 
the majority, arc direded according to the plumb-line of legiilation, and of focial con- 
tract- No Sultan has any thing tp fear from this participation of his power, though he 
Ihould divide it with all his fubjeds, from his Grand Vizier, to the loweft Have under 
him. The fovereign, whether he has one head or a hundred, cannot promote his own 
interefl more effedually, than by confidering his I'upreme will as the refult of the en- 
lightened wills of all, or the greater part of his fubjeds. A real oppofition between tiic 
ii^erells of the governor and his fubje0:s never exifts, when it feems to do fo, it is only 
^e. cozenage of accident. All hiftory is full of this truth, the attention to which will 
Trodlually fecure the people from tyranny, even when the private charafter of the fove- 
Veign is a cruel one. The prince can never be more fecure from murder, treachery, 
and rebellion, than when he has convinced his fubjefts that their intcrefts is the rule of 
his legiflaticm, and it mud be fo, if he will not hurt himfelf. Intercll is the mod i’acred 
band among men, and their happinefs depends upon knowing what it truly is. 'Fite 
misfortuLss of men have been always more owing to their governors not knowing in 
what their true intereds confided, than to their wickednefs or depravity. 

Superdition, and the diflipationof princes together, fird invented that fpeciesof poli- 
tics, the principles of which Machiavel fird colleffed, but did not invent. Nero and 
Augudiis had already ufed it, but it was only in modem Italy that it was confidered as 
a true art of government. From thence, with other arts and fciences, did this hoftile 
art to human nature fpread itfelf over the red of Europe. The miniders of ft voral 
European courts, which had formed themfelves after the Italian models, imagined they 
would govern the better, the finer and more fubtie policy they adopted. Lewis X I, 
Richelieu, and Mazarin, were the great maders of this art, and from that time to this, 
the happy tinties of Henry IV. alone ^cepted, it would have been looked up^m a.s folly 
in France^ to have aimed at governing \hc people by love, generofity, and information 
with regard to their true intereds. 

The prieds, particularly the jefuits, whofe government of their own fociety is eftabliflied 
upon principles of the fame kind, contributed much to give them currency in cemrts. 
There they were treated as holy myderies, which, like the phiIofopher*s done, could 
make demigods of the podedbr. Blinded by this political art of gold making, princes 
dared to deviate from the plain and drait line of nature, that line wj^ich always conducts 
to happineft, which is the fame in a date as in a private family, according to which every 
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governor muft confider himfelf as the mafter of a private family, who has no other view 
than to promote the happincfs of his children, and his fervants. 

The Jefuits, and fome Italian parvenus t introduced the fpirit of Machiavelifm into this 
country. T'do not know whether it is to be attributed to the humour of the nation, or 
any other caufe, that it was not attended with the fame bad confequences here, as in 
Italy, France, Spain, and even England, where the groffeft abufes of religion, friend (hip, 
and love, were fanftified under the name of ftate neceffity ; and treachery towards 
friends, with the murder of fathers and brothers, were only conftdered as political jeu 
ii'e/prits. Although this , court has not ftained itfclf fo deeply with royaii; blood, or even 
with that of dangerous fuhjefts, as thofe above mentioned, it mull be cbnfeffed that its 
adnnuiftration, particularly what rcl ites to Hungary, has had forae little appearance of 
cunning^d oppredlon about it. No^^pubt but that religiops prejudices, npxa which 
the Empfefe, amiable as Ihe was, was Mt quite free, haVe contributed in gnrat meafure 
to this. 

On the very afpeft of things, one fees that the government of this country is infidi- 
ous, 1 he intereils of the higher nobility are different from thofe of the reft of the coun- 
try ; their under tenants, which niake the greateft part of the people, are not feudal 
fubjefts, neither have they any real property ; they are farmers who may be turned out 
of their farms upon the loaft diflatisfadcion. The nobility contributes nothing but free 
gifts to the neceflities of the ftate, though it is in poffeftion of half the produce of the 
country. It is almoft the oiily order in the ftate, for the higher orders of the priefthood 
are chofen from the nobilfty, fo that the interefts of the two orders is in fad! one. The 
cities are too fmall in number, and too infigniftcant in themfcives, to form any corps 
capable of making head againft the other two. In Ihort, the boafted freedom of Hun- 
gary is only a privilege of the nobility and clergy, to live at the expence of the whole 
country. 

Hitherto, the court have tried every artifice to deprive the nobility of this pernicious 
preponderance. The conteft between the fovereign and the nobles foon broke out intp 
ieveral rebellions, the mull famous of which were thole of Tekely and Ragotzki. The 
execution of Counts Serlni, Nadafti, Frangipani, and Settenback, which followed clofe, 
have been quoted by fome, to Ihew that the court of Vienna, though generally unwilling 
to recur to them, is not incapable of ufing Turkifh meafures to free itfelf of troublefome 
and dangerous dependants. I own 1 think that its condudt on other occafions fuffici- 
cntly juliifies it from thefe reproaches ; and indeed, if the teftimony of hiftory is to be 
believed, it appears that thefe nobles were traitors. The plan which the court has fol- 
lowed for a long time to reduce this overgrown nobility, promifes much more fuccels 
than any extraordinary a£fs of feverity, which only ferve to irritate the minds of men, 
and fet them more upon their guard. The court of Vienna, confeious of the influence 
luxury and pleafure have over the minds of men, allured the proud Hungarians from 
their freeholds to the court, or to the city. By diftioguiflied places, titles, and mar- 
riages, they gave them opportunities to fpend their money in a brilliant way, to contra£); 
debts, and finally, by the feizure of their landsff&r the payment, to furrender at difere- 
tion. The deceived Hungarian looked upon it as an honour, to connedl himfelf with 
the Auftrian, who made a greater figure than himfelf at court, and took a greater fliare 
in the government of the country. For this purpofe he chofe his. wife at Vieima, and 
fettered himfelf by this means. The lady too, by introducing the court ittann^ into 
his houfe, ^iftied corrupting him, and made him entirely dependant. 'Hiere is hardly 
sm Hungarian npble, at this time of day^ that is either free fropci debt, or dhat dbestnot, 
like the Auftrian one, look upon his debts as an honour. The court has confequently 
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no further commotions to fear in this countiy, as the difco^nted i^ple will not eatil^ 
find a leader with power and eonfeqtkence eimugh to mtJt^^eir rifings dang^oos.-^ 
The difiipation of* the Hungarians has alfo bound them to the court by another tie, as 
their neceffities no longer allow them to fenre for nothing, but make thi pay of the 
court an objeft to them. Another way that has bean taken, has been that of allowing 
the Auftrian nobility to purchafe Hungarian eftates, in proportion as the owners were 
obliged to fell them, or as they fell into the crown by forfeitures. See. At this time of 
day, feveral amongft the firft Hungarian nobility are Germans, who (frengthen the in- 
fluence of the ^urt. The two nations are mixed, their manners are nearly the fame. 
The more perC^ns partake of it, the more indifferent the Hungarian is to its liberty, and 
, the lefs eftate he poffeffes, the lels he cares for his country. The promotion of the 
higher eccleiiaffics to great pr^erments, is another mode of binding the nobij|^, which 
the court has pratStifed \rith fuccefs. 

Belidcs what has been alrpdy ftated, the court ufes feveral other means, that depend 
upon timb and circumftances. One of the mod efficacious is, the loading the produce 
oi Hungary with very heavy taxes. Thefe oppreffions, indeed, immediately afie^ the 
nobility only, to whom the exports properly belong, as the people have no property ; 
but, indiredly, they hurt the whole country, and particularly the manufodurer, and 
merchants in great towns, by the diminution of the coin in circulation. The duties on 
the exports ot Hungarian wines are fo confiderable, that the Croats who inhabit the 
mountains are obliged to buy the wine, which, but for thefe duties, they might have as 
cheap from their fellow fubjeds in Venetian Dalmatia. I’he fad is, the court had 
rather let the country lofe money than fuffer Hungary to be rich. 

Almod all the employments of the country, which the conllitution does not require 
to be given to natives, are poflefled by Germans, who often prove the moft terrible def- 
pots. Thus, in the cities of Illyria, which depend entirely on the council of war, and 
are entirely under military government, almoff all the employments are held by foreign- 
ers. The Germans have made themfelves fo odious here by their tyranny, that the 
Croat knows no more odious name, than to give a man that of a Suabian. * He is a 
Suabian,* means with them every thing that is deteffable and contemptible. Under the 
name of Suabian, the Croat, as well as the inhabitants of Vienna, includes every Ger- 
man, who is not an Auftrian. The natives of Auftria, who are fent into Hungary, be- 
have there like Turkifti Pach-is, or Nabobs: their pride leads them to make the Hun- 
garians feel that they are the ruling nation ; their diilipation compels them to ufe every 
extortion to procure money j and they are made ftill worfe than they otherwife would 
be, by the difference of their manners and religion. It is from the pppreffion of fo- 
rei^ers, that the native Illyrian has taken the diihoneft and ftubborn part of his cha- 
rader, which is fo unnatural to him. 

Notwithftanding that the principal places are occupied by great men, it is impoftible 
to be more worthlefs than the greater number of public fervauts ate. Generally fpeak- 
ing,' there is not a grain of patriotiftn, a grain of knowledge, a grsun q£ good will, or a 
grain of adivity amongft them. Priddi vanity, fclf-interetlj and hard-heartednefs, dif- 
tinguifll them all. The only things they look up to,? are the pays and 4he titles, and 
they treat buffnefs as a matter of indifference. Do not imagine that 1 exaggerate, for I 
affure you that what 1 fay is, with very few exceptions, literally true.' The native Hun- 
garians, who haveaiharein the government of their ot^n country, hgve infinitely better 
underftanding of the dutibs of their places, and more delight in difeharging them than 
the Auftrians ; and yct thde^pofildis almoft all the places, and the others are expoftd to 
foeir tyraAny>! , 
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6tir gnat Henry ufed ** hapj^ i$ the gentleman who has hie 5000 a year, and 

Aief not know me.** If the Imperial coma is defih>tis that the Hungariait ftould enjoy 
any kind of teppinefs, it is certamly not that recommended by the great Henry* They 
look upon it as indifpenAbly neceflfary to bind them in court chains, and takeaway every 
^ling of liberty and true honour from them. They da all they can to ftific their na* 
tional fpirit ; they have no idea of the honour of ruling over a free and fentimental peo- 
ple, but conceive they muft make flaves of the whole nation in order to govenx it. 

Themoft cruel viofations of the nationH’^contraft, and the liberty of mankind, have 
begi thofe which have arifen on a religious account. I can fafely aiEr|tt that it would 
take two hundred years more to undo the mifchief which this court has done itfelf, dur- 
ing the t^ laft hundred years, by the re%ious perfecutions in Hungary. It is, indeed, 
one of drofe contradiflions which mo^ieelingly befpeaks the debility of the human 
mind, that whilA the prefent adminiftration on the one hand does all it can to promote 
population and induftry in Hungary ; on the other, it jpe^cutes in every way poflible, 
the mod induftrious part of its fubjeds, and that part whole religious opinions are the 
mod ^vourable to population. 

One fourth of the inhabitants of the Hungarian dominions, in which 1 include Tran- 
fylvania and Illyria, are Catholics i one fourth are Greeks, Jews, and Anabaptids ; the 
other half are Lutherans, or reformed. From the circumdance of the religion of the 
country being Catholic, it was natural to expeft that the Roman Catholic religion would 
be the edablifhed one of the date. With this no fenfible man would have been offended ; 
-•but to take away three hundred churches from the Protedants, while the Jews had the 
power of building as many fynagc^ues as they pleafed; — to force Protedants to go 
twelve miles to church, whild many Catholic churches were tenanted by rats and mice 
only to take away the Protedant fchools, and yet to allow the parents to. fend their 
children abroad for education to be eager after improvement in agriculture and in- 
dudry, and yet rather fee the land inhabited by Calmucks and Gypfies, than- by labo- 
rious and moral Protedants to treat thefeworfe, in fhort, in every refpeft than the 
Turks or Jews, this certainly was pulling down with one hand, what the court was en- 
deavouring to rear with another ; it was dedroying the national charafler, without im- 
proving the external circumdances of the people. It is now well known, and the ex- 
ample of the Kuglifh fully proves it, that the only way out of barbarifm is through real 
religion. Judge then what it mud be to tread this road backwards, and to fubditute 
the fuperditious' fpirit of monkery, 'for the mild and indudrious fpirit of protedanifin. 
And yet the Audrian government has done this, and it has done it, at the very time 
when it was endeavouring to curb the power of the priede in the other parts pf its. do- 
minions, and forming fuch edablilhmeuts of education, as i^ult fooner or later lead to 
Protedant principles. 

The Protedants in Hungary are, it muft be confeffed, far behind their brethren in 
other countries, in ii^ddry and knowledge, and. yet, notwithftanding this, and that they 
are only one fourth of the inhabitants of Hungary, they pay half the taxes, and are dill 
muA richer than their Catholic or Greek , br&fiiren. A driking fign, fare, if ever a 
ftrikmg dgh mere was, how much their religion correfponds with the good of the whole, 
and how Tittle the court knows of its own ihtered. "What the court has molt hurt itielf 
by, is hstreathient of the Greeks, who form fo large a part of the inhabkaats of this 
country. Inftead of rendering the priefts of . tfaefe femi-barbarians ufefni paftoi^, , and, 
thus ending thbm to civilize their countrymeo,^ and make them good members of Ib- 
dety,'aH they hive been fdiicitous about has been. no$v and then to convert an ambitious 
or avaridous prelate to the eftablidied church* The fwanns which generally followed 
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thefe defertcrs, commonly changed nothing but their name. From being Greek bar- 
barians they became Catholic barbarians, or,* as a refpedable Auftmn officer 'aid, it wavS 
only adding another mark to the forehead of the fwine. In the mean time the court 
troubled itfelf very little with the education of the Catholic, and united prieflhood, and 
flill lefs with that of the non-united, things which it is lb much the interell of the legil- 
lature to attend to, as the furefl means of improving the agriculture of the country, and 
promoting its exports. 

The Greek priefts in Hungary, and Illyria, are exadlly in the fame Hate as the Ro- 
man Catholic priefls were, in the time o' Charlemagne, that great man who laid the 
firft grounds of national improvement in religion, and began his work with the prieft- 
hood. 1 doubt much whether molt of them can write and read, but 1 am fure they 
cannot reckon beyond three or four, without the help of the fingers, and know not the 
ufe of the pocket handkerchief. One of thefe fliepherds of fouls, a Macedonian by Dirtn, 
who valued himfell much on his knowledge of the Greek, and the reputation of his 
countryman, Alexander, took it into liis head to infiru^ me, as a young man, in the 
hiftory of the Trojan war. He told im. that a Trojan prince, having run away w'ith a 
French princefs, the Greek and Roman Emperors, the King of France, and the leven 
Eleftors, W'ent to Troy and took the ciiy after an aftonilhing long fiege, by means of a 
wooden horfe filled with armed men. — 'Hie man had heard the hifiory by tradition, in 
Saloniki, or fome other tov/n of his ignorant country, but had not read a fingle old 
Greek author, or a fingle' hifiory. Notwithflanding this, he was looked upon as a 
wonder of learning by his colleagues. Spite indeed of their grofs ignorance, thefe 
priefts are held in greater veneration by the people, than either oracles of Delos or 
Delphi were. Thefe are true privileged thieves, who never fliew a fpark of underftand- 
ing but in the tricks they play to rob the people of the fruit of their toil ; but are yet 
fo convinced of their pretenfions to the wool of their iheep, that they make no fcruple 
of taking the head with it, if the patient animals will not fufter theiufelves to be Iheared 
quietly. The Catholic priefts, who live at any diftance from the large towns, are little ' 
behind the Greeks in ignorance and ill manners, nor are they far behind them in fliear- 
ing the Iheep. Their whole library confifts of their breviai7, and the only thing they 
ftudy is the Latin language. I happened to converfe with one of them who is extremely 
refpeded in his own diftrifi, and reafty is diftinguillied for a better underftanding and 
better manners than the reft of them. The converfation turned on the German colonifts 
who go into Hungary. I aiked them how they treated them when they could not bear 
the climate. His anfwer was, ** Damus illis licentiam repatriandi**-—AxiA now 1 mention 
thefe Germans, 1 cannot helpobferving to you how extraordinary it is, that whilft a third 
of North America is peopled by thefe wandering Germans, whilft one half the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, Batavia, and Surinam, (the two laft fome of the moft unhealthy places 
any where to be found,) are Germans, who thus crofs extenfive Teas to break up wafte 
lands, or to get hard bread in the capacity of day labourers ; Hungary, which has work 
and bread for fo many millions, (hould receive fo few. Surely this muft be owing to 
the prevalence of greater barbarifnis than any poor priefts barbarous Latin ; for as to 
the pretended caufe, unhealthinefs of climate, Hungary is no more unhealthy than fe- 
veral other climates, and the' natives know how to take precautions againft the damps 
arifingfrom the moralTes. But the want of freedom in religion explains all; it is greatly 
owing jto this caufe that all the ufeful men emigrate, and leave Hungary only the worth- 
lefs ones. The great fault of this government is that they banilh the Proteftants, who 
are the moft ufeml part of their fubje£Is. Thefe indeed have little deftre to fettle in a 
country w which they muft often go journies of feveral days, to fee a prieft of thehr own 
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perfuafion, where they are jiot allowed to build a church, and where the hatred towards 
them and their religion efFeftually and perpetually excludes them from civil employ- 
ments. All thefe hindrances are removed under the gentle government of the Dutch 
and Englifli, who of courfe run away with all the ufeful emigrants, and leave Auftria 
only the worthlefs ones. The perfons who fettle in Hungary, are for the moft part 
abandoned fcoundrels from Bavaria, Suabia, Franconia, and the countries about the 
Rhine. On their arrival they commonly fquander the fmall Aims of money they have 
raifed at home, by the fale of their eftates, and as government takes little care about 
them, they generally die of grief, or diforders arifing more from their diflipation than 
the climate. That part of them which happens to beg its way back again, reprefents the 
climate worfe than it is, as an excufe for having felt it. 'I his alfo deters many people 
from coming. Thofe who have money enough prefer America to Hungary, which by 
this means becomes the refuge of fuch only who have a few ducats to pay their paflage 
on the Danube. , 

I'hefe, however, fuch as they are, would ftill be a conAderable gain to fo poor a coun- 
try as Hungary is, if government was fufficiently interefted in their fate to provide for 
the diltrefl'es they muft be expofed to from the danger of the climate and their own in- 
experience, and to give them fome affiftance in their Arft fettlement. There (hould be 
an office eftablilhed at Vienna, or Freiburg, where thefe wanderers Ihould be taught the 
Aril rudiments of the art they have occaAon for. They Ihould be told in what places 
they are likely to meet with moft of their own countrymen, as nothing promotes coloni- 
zation fo much as when the new comers And perfons of the fame manners and language 
with themfclves, or with whom they are conneded by the ties of friendlhip (Sr relation- 
Ihip. The Germans, as it is well known, are fo divided amongft themfelves, that thofe 
of one circle look upon thofe of another as abfolute ftrangers to them. All the Bava- 
rians Ihould therefore be fettled in one diftrift, and the inhabitants of Franconia, Suabia* 
&c. in fo many others. Above all things, they fliould be taught to guard againft the 
dangers of the climate. Hungary is in itfelf not more unwholefome than Italy, Spain, 
the South of France, or any other warm country ; only as there are moraffes all over it, 
the difference betwixt the heat of the day and the cold of the night muft of courfe be 
very fenftble to a German ; but he has nothing to do but to imitate the natives, who 
follow what inftin^ teaches them, and wear a warmer cloathing. The rich Hungary 
wines, likewife, deftroy many a ftranger, and they fuffer ftill more from the very pala- 
table, but dangerous melons, which are in fuch plenty that you may have them almoft: 
for nothing. Where the body is conftantly weakened by the influences of a very warm 
fun, thefe fruits muft be very prejudicial, and the rather, as it is the cuftom here to 
eat them without bread. Againft all thefe dangers and difficulties the emigrant Ihould 
be fecured. 

The fmall’ fum of money which is given for the journey is n^'t fufficient to obviate 
thefe inconveniences } on the contrary, the emigrants Ihould have as little ready money 
as poffible, as they cannot know how to make a [proper ufe of it in a new country, they 
muft confequently either be robbed of it orwafte it. What they ought to be fupplied 
with is. wood for building, cattle, and com ; and it Ihould be the peculiar duty of the 
civil and religious miniffers of the ftate, to affift them in their civil and religious necef- 
fities. It muft beconfeffed, however, that the priells and governors of Hungary are not 
the people At for this buAnefs j for if the court was to be at this expence, they would 
take care to he themfelves the greateft gainers by it ; but the court has hitherto mani- 
felted too fimll a'deAre for the cultivation of Hungary, to bellow much expence upon 
it j its princ^le has been fo reap all it could without lowing any thing, if it had not 
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been fbr this, what has been fpent upon the conqueft of t^yery fmall part of 3avaria, 
would haM^ brought in ten times mbfe in SHnucb mortifer t^e, by laying it properly out 
on the cultivation of Hungary. 

The greateft fourca of confidence for a Hungarian patriot is, that his prefent King 
feels the connexion betwixt^j}is own interefl and that of the flate. That he knows how 
to value liberty and mankind ; is> blinded by no prejudice, will' not fuiFer his bands to 
be bound by any adherence to old cuftoms, and has ftrength and refolutlon enpugh 
to attempt the Herculean labour of civilunng this important part of his hereditary do> 
miniohs. 


LETTER XXXI. 

^ • . Vienna, 

1 TOLD you in my laft, that the great Hungarian nobility live entirely according to 
our ton.' Ourfefliions reach to the borders of Moldavia, and Wallachia, and from Pref- 
burg to Cronftadt, all that is called the fine world fpeaks out patois. Formerly they ufed 
their own language, at lead to exprefs common things, but every body now gives dinesf 
/oupesi and dejunes. There are balls pare and balls mafqui ; every town with four or 
five houfes in it has its affembUes^ and redoutes. The men play whift, and the women 
wear poudre 4 la Marechale, and have vapours. The bookfellers fdl Voltaire in fecret, 
and the apothecaries fell mercury openly. The men have an ami de la maifon for their 
wives, and the wives a jille de ehambre for their hufbands. They have men cooks, 
and maitre d'hotels ; they have ballets, comedies, and operas, and they have debts upon 
debts. 

In the year 1 740, when the Hun^rian nobility took ti^e field for their King Maria 
Therela, the fird fight of fuch troops druck the French army with a pqnic. They had, 
indeed, often feen detachments of thefe diables d*Hongrie, as they ufed to call them, but 
a whole army of them drawn up in battle array— unpowdered, from the general to the 
common foldier— half their faces covered with long whilkers — a fort of round beaver 
upon their heads indead of hats— without ruffles or frills to their fhirts, and without fea* 
thers— all clad in rough fkins— mondrous crooked fabres, ready drawn and uplifted— 
their eyes darting flafhes of rage (harper than the beams of the naked fabres— was a 
fight our men had not been accudomed to fee. Our olded officers dill remember the 
impreffion thefe terrible troops made, and how difficult it was to make the men dand 
againd them, till they had been accudomed to their formidable appearance. 

All this is now at an end, the Hungarian nobleman begins to leave off his long beard, 
and dreffes much after the French fafhion. 

It is remarkable enough, that whild in imitation of the Hungarian foldier, the Huffar 
has become an effential part of the Pruffian army, and has alfo been reedved into the 
French regular troops, the true original is lod in his own country. Not ode of the 
fourteen or fifteen regiments of Huljars in the Emperor's fervice is made up entirely of 
Hui^rians. Experienced officers Have, it Teems, thought fuch regiments could no 
lohgW be of any fervice; it may be fo, but it is certain that the Hungarian has entirely 
lod his fpirit by difeipline, for, like other wild men, he deteds the artificial arms againd 
which his drength add courage are of no avail, and if ever he Ihews himfelf in^is native 
fierccnefs, it is only when the firing is over and he comes to clofe engagement. Here 
indeed the hero fomStimes darts out again. But this was not enough to make the Hun* 
garians a match for the Pruffian Huffars in the Silefian war ; on the contrary they^^al- 
ways proved infmor to them. —After all, however, if this lad change had not been 
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made, it is certain that the.prefent nobility of Hungary could not bring into the field, 
and maintain fuch armies' aS were raifed in^74o.^’^ 

The Efterhazy, whofe eftate amounts to above 600,000 guilders a year.* The Pale- 
fy, Schaki, Erdoby, Sichy, Forgatlh, Kohari, Karoly, &c. and many others, who have 
from 100,000 to 200,000 guilders a year, are unable, notviithftanding thefe large efiates, 
to live within their incomes. The expences they have been put to by the political al- 
teration of manners of the laft forty years, have reduced them to necellitous dependance. 
The court, however, does not look upon e^en this weaknefs as a fufficient fecurity. The 
Hungarian regiments of infantry, amongft which there are likewife many Germans, and 
fcveral regiments of Huffars, are pnftantly quartered in Bohemia^ Moravia, and the 
German cities ; on the contrary, feveral of the german regiments, particularly the hea- 
vy horfe and the dragoons, are quartered in Hungary. There is no province in the he- 
reditary dominions of Auftria which has fo many troops in it as Hungary has, in pro- 
portion to its population and exports. This may in fome degree be owing to the cheap- 
nefs of provifion for man and horfe. If it be fo, in cafe of a war breaking out on the 
confines of Germany, the court lofes in a few weeks what it has been faving by this po- 
licy for many years ; for the forced marches which the cavalry are obliged to make to 
their places of dellination, generally kill half the horfes before they have got there. For 
my own part I have little doubt but that the true motives of this allotment of troops are 
to make the Hungarians acquainted with the other members of the empire ; to extin- 
guilh their natural fpirit by the fight of numerous armies in every part of their country 5 
to accufiom them to fubordination ; and in fome degree, perhaps, to increafe the con- 
fumption of the country, and fo promote the circulation of coin. 

The Englifh proceed upon a quite different plan ; their principle is to keep up as 
much as poflible the nation^, fpirit of the troops, from an idea that the interefts of the 
government are the fame as thofeof the people, and that they have nothing to fear from 
a mutiny. Upon this ground it is, that their patriots have taken up a notion, which 
no doubt will foon be realized, of making every regiment provincial, by quartering it 
conftantly in the county whofe name it bears, and by fuffering no man to be enlifted in 
it but thofc of that county ; whence they think a ftill greater degree of attachment to 
the native place will be produced. The Imperial council of war would not be pleafed 
with a pfojed of this kind. It confiders it as a Hated maxim of policy, to fend the fol- 
dier as far as may be from the place of his birth, and to compofe the regiments of 
men taken from various countries. Thus different caufes have different effefts, and 
John Bull and Squire South flill aft upon different grounds. 

None of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have a national militia, excepting only the 
Bannat troops, or Illyrians ; but thefe are only half foldiers, and their officers are at 
Icaff for the moft part Germans or Hungarians. In time of war, every Hungarian no- 
bleman, in proportion to his eftate, either raifes a number of men, or fends the money 
for them to the war department, Thefe recruits feldom form I'eparate bodies, but are 
incorporated with the reft of the army. Above all^carc is taken that the foldiers fhould 
be free from all other ties, and only animated b^ the foul of tlie army, the wondjjr- 
working ftick. 

You muft not however concei ve this T.'j’/W/Vw of the Auflrian army, this wonder- 
working flick, as the abfolute fine quo non. A few years fince, indeed, it ruled the great 
machine altogether ; but now that has been brought into regular movements, it is only 
I(ioked up to with reverential awe and fubmifflon. According to a proclamation of the 
humane Etn{;^rorf the officers are to make as \ixi\c pbyftcal ule of it as pofftble. But as 
to moral purpofes, it is in all its glory, and its idea tciices place in the common foldier, 
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of all love of his country, all good humour, all fenfe of honour, all hope of advance- 
ment, and every other feeling. All his occupations bring him back to this idea, and 
from his A, B, C, to his logic, all he knows is compriied in the two liille words, tbat 
mu/i. . 

Tljere cannot be a doubt, but in obedience and ftrong fubordinarion, the principal 
ftrength of an army confills ; but is it impoffible to unite them with any idea of feeling 
for felf in the fubaltern and underling ? Arfc fentimenis of perfonal honour, of bravery, 
and of patriotifm, entirely prejudicial to an army f Certainly not : and were it only to 
meliorate the condition of the poor Ibldier, were it only to make his hard fate lefs fevere, 
it fliould be the policy of princes to promote thofe feelings which can fweeten fo many 
bitter hours, and alone enable them to meet death. 

With the power which Auftria nowrpolTeffes, it might at one llroke cut off all the 
privileges of the Hungarian nobles, which are contrary to the good of the whole, and 
which it has bcenfo many years endeavouring to undermine. A few hundred families 
w'ould murmur for a few years, but the thing would not go beyond murmurs ; the in- 
habitants of towns and the peafants would ftand up for the interefts of the court, which 
are their own. The religious animofities, which formerly ferved as a pretence for an 
infurreflion, no longer blinds the people to their real good ; and open, liberal treat- 
ment would foon win over the nobility, whom the artifices now in ufe only alienate and 
corrupt. If once that part of their privileges, which militate againfl; the good or tire 
whole, were well defined and fuppreued by one fingle aft of authority, they would then 
become fufceptiblc of patriotic virtues ; whereas, at pix-fent they look upon the govern- 
ment as hofiile to them, and do nothing but what they arc compelled to by power or 
bribes. In that cafe, the multitude of the' nation would not be the moft alijcft flaves, 
nor the great the mofl crue’l defpois that arc known. If, befides this, the court was 
to fpend the fums neceflary on cfiablifliments for education, and the priefts of the feve- 
ral religions would endeavour to efiablilh them without perfecution or partiality, in the 
next century Hungary would be one of the mofl: flourilhing countries in Europe. The 
Hungarian would no longer be poor, in the middle of a country abounding with every 
neceflary of life. The poverty of the people, and thecNceflive riches of the nobility, 
would no longer offend the eyes of the humane by the fliockirig difproportion between 
them. Then the court alfo would no longer object to the railing provincial regiments, 
as it would be confiftent with its intcrefls. The live ly C'roat, or Hungarian, animated 
by the love of his country and a fenfe of duty, would no longer refufe to fubmit to pro- 
per difciplinc 5 ail the army would be infjfired with a fpirit, which difciplinc alone can- 
not give, but which united to difdpline is the ftrongefl fecurity for terror abroad and 
happinefs at home. 

'rhe Hungarians in general are extrcfiicly proper for a military life ; they want no- 
thing to be perfeft foldiers, but the kind of education w'hich a good government might 
give them. The Croats particularly have all the requifites for fervice. Their mean 
height is fix feet ; they are bony, f!efliy,j.quick, and lively, 2nd can bear the extremes 
of cold and hunger. In a word thece are no better made men in Europe, notwith- 
Ending which they arc the moft miferable part of the Imperial army ; a lure fign that 
government either neglcfts them, or does not know how to difdpline them properly. 
Sometimes it has been propofed to incorporate them with other corps, but this would 
only be to take away their natural advantages, and furuilh them with artificial ones in 
their flead. Such a change would put an end to their ufual w'ay of life, to which they 
indebted for their hardinefe. They commonly dwell fix or feven, families under the 
pine roof. As their frugality enables them to bring up many children, they marry 
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earlf, in the vigour of their youth, and their children are the produce of their unim- 
paired manhood. Tlicirjuices'Jire ftill uncorrupf, and the dedruftive difteriipers which 
poifon the fources of life arc not yet introduced aniongft them. The patriarchal go- 
vernment ftill fubfifts amongft them, and the grandfather who h^ grown old amidft his 
children and grand-children, ftill retains an authority over them. As by this means 
their manners are preferved uncorrupt, nothing more is requifite than to humanize 
their priefts j this would render them ufcful fubjefts to the Irate, without commerce, 
manufa(5tures, or arts, which the court lias latt iy endeavoured to introduce ainongfl: 
them, in my opinion not to their advantage. An education more fuitable to the nature 
of their country, and their peculiar conftitu'ion would by degrees deprive them of their 
natural ferocity, and they would become more*tla(ftable, in proportion as they acquired 
better notions of religion, agriculture, and the other things conneded with their well 
being. Their ferocity, the natural confequence of their barbarity, is the true reafon 
why they are fo averfe to difeipline, and the only way of getting the better of this, and 
making them like the other fubjeds of the Houfc of Auftria fit for military fervice, is 
domeftic education: this alone can bring them out of their barbarity, without depriving 
them of their other advantages. 

Suppofe the new court was to adopt the other plan, and incorporate them with the 
other troops, fuppofe it was to make flaves of theni in the beft years of their lives, and 
when the voice of nature crieth raoft loud, what would be the confequence? Accuftomed 
to all the vices which obtain in a Handing army, they w'ould confume the vigour of their 
lives in pernicious indulgencies ; they would return to their native country corrupted 
with a variety of wants they did not know before. Having acquired a tafte for the plea- 
furos of forbidden love, they would either not marry at all or marry later than their an- 
ceftors ; all their domeftic ordinances would be aboliflied, nor would their wives be any 
longer diftinguilhed for their chaftity. Their children would imitate them in their vices, 
and the confequence of all would be, that in the fecond generation you would hardly be 
able to diftinguilh them j and in the third, or at moft the fourth, not know them at 
all from the other fubjec) s of the empire, fo totally w'ould they have loft the fize, ftrength, 
frugality, and fine form, which now fo eminently diftinguilh them. To attempt the 
change p.ropofed w'ould be taking a dangerous leap from barbarous to civil life, and all 
that could be expefted from it would be a broken limb, if not a broken neck. 


LETTER XXXIII. 

Vienna. 

I HAVE given myfelf all the trouble poflible to come at an exaft eftimate of the 
goods annually exported from, and imported into Hungary, and by that means to acquire 
a tolerable idea of the national riches ; but the receipts of the cuftoms, the only ones 
by which you can form* a good judgment, are either fo imperfeftly or fo fecretly kept, 
that there is no depending upon them. All I therefore fay upon the fubjeft muft 
confift of report and'eonjedure. I was aflured’then by a creditable man, that the*ex- 
poits amounted to twenty-four, and the imports to eighteen millions a year, making a 
balance of fix millions in favour of the country. With refpeft to the exports, I can fay 
nothing upon them with certainty, for the reafon I have juft given j they are, indeed, 
greater than I could have imagined, even from the pofitive calculations I have been able 
to make ; but if we compare the exports and imports, wc fhall find it is tmpofiible but 
that the! former fliould be ftated too high ; for with fuch a balance of trade as Hungary 
mufl by this means have, it ought to be one of the richeft countries in Europe, whereas 
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nothing is fcarcer than money in this country. Of the twenty millions of revenue which 
Hungary, together with Traafylvania and Illyria contributes to the fl 'te, three at the raoft 
comes to Vienna, and the fums which the few noble families that refide out of it carry 
from the country, are replaced by what foreigners in employment fpend in it ; many 
millions thcrefoi’c mult remain in Hungary, and if to thefe are added fuch a balance of 
trade as 1 have /latcd, fuppofing it only to have continued five years, the country mult 
be much richer than it is. 

If we conlider a little the variety of commodities which Hungary mull import from 
abroad, it is iinpoilihlc it fliouk! have even an equal trade ; it is obliged to purchafe al- 
molt rdl the produftion.s of art, bcfides an altonilhing number of thofe of nature. 
(Ilothes alone coil four or five millions of ilorins per annum ; wrought filks, linens and 
cottons as much more ; collce and fugar muil at lead come to two millions and a half ; 
tin, glafs, colours, and drugs, muft coil them annually many millions. In thisellimutc 
we do not take in toys ol every kind ; foreign winovS for the liquorifli palates of the great 
men, who cannot be contented with the admirable produce of their own vineyards ; fo- 
reign horfes, coaches, hurnefles, and a great many other foreign articles. The quantity 
of the natural produdtiens, which Hungary on the other hand gives the ftranger, cannot 
come up to any thing like the fums thefe articles muil colt. According to a rough cal- 
culation 1 have made, Hungary exports the value of about five millions and a half of 
oxen, fwine, and horfes, four millions of corn, hay, &c. three millions of wine, half a 
million’s worth of tobacco, filk, (moiUy from Sclavonia,) citrons, chefnuts, and other 
fruits; and fomc millions of minerals, cfpecially copper; fo that if I fet the export at 
fixteen, and the imports at eighteen millions, it will be much nearer the truth. 

I do not think 1 do Hungary any injiifticc by thus Hating its expences at two mil- 
lions ; its fituation, and the nature of its government, prevent it from making all the ufe 
poffible of the rich treafures it poirefles ; and the high degree of luxury which obtains 
in all orders prevents its owing to its own indufiry feveral articles which it procures from 
the ftranger, though it might prepare them itfelf. Having jull told you the great fums 
annually paid for clothes, it will perhaps afionifh you to hear, that there is no country 
in Europe fitter for breeding flieep than this is. Prince Eugene, who was as great a 
iudge of political improvements as he was a general, perceived this, and having procured 
Iheep from Arabia, gave himfelf all the trouble poflible to propagate the breed in the 
country of Ofen. The Emperors Charles and Francis made many wife regulations for 
the fame purpofe ; but hitherto it has been unfuccefsful. The nobility, w'ho pofi'efs 
almoll all the lands, are too proud and foolifti to attend to agriculture ; the farmers 
have no property, and the inhabitants of the towns are deprefled by religious perfe- 
cution.'^. 

. The negligence of the police in not ftemming the torrent of luxury, is inconceivable. 

■ I have often been tempted to believe, that government did not think it worth its while 
to attend to the circumrances of this country, either becaufe it.did not yield in propor- 
tion to its greatnefs, or that the impetuous temper of the court w is fuch, as not to allow 
of any eftablilhmcnts that were to proclftcc fruit in afi er ages: bi this as if may, whether 
the court is all for prelent enjoyment, or has not political wifdoni enough to erccl for 
futurity, the inltances of its negletl are nioft glaring. I will lay one of them before you : 
Nolwithllandirig the extreme poverty of the country,’ they allow the Jews to go about 
with folTce, fugar, tobacco, oil, and quack medicines of all kinds, from village to village, 
where they fell them in itnall quantities, and much adulterated. 

The climate of the o ithern part of llungary is extremely favourable to the growth of 
filk ; but except tn ScFiyonia, which is not improved as it ought to be, there grows 
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none, notwithftanding the example of their neighbours the Venetians, and the facility 
of pi'ocuring mulberry trees from Italy. The only art which is carried to any degree 
of improvement is that of mining. Here all that mathematics could do has been adopted. 
You would be allonilhed at the fight of the machines in ufe to clear the v/ater from the 
pits, and to carry on the other ncctllary operations. The gold and filver mines of Crem- 
nitz and Shemaitz produce but little to the crown, owing to its keeping part ol thcni 
in its own hands, anil not farming the whole. There are other gold and filvcr mines in 
the country, but thofe of Tranfylvania excel them all at preient, and prornife to do ftill 
more iu in luture. I believe, however, tliat the court gets much more by the copper than 
it docs by the gold and filvtr mines, cfpccially lince the culiorn of Iheathing the men of 
war with cop|)C‘r has prevailei^. Hungary is able to iurnini all Luropb with copper j 
upon the whole, half of the four millions of florins which the country gets by its mines 
comes from Hungary. 

I’he country has an extraoi-dinary appearance ; it is inclofed on all fides with high 
hills, in the mid ft of which are plains, which you may \ravcl through lor fume days 
without perceiving the leaft elevation. You meet W'ith immenle dclerts in the midft of 
which, as in thofe of Tartai'y, arc wild horfes. The woods arc filled with wolves, an 
animal fcarce ever feen in Suabia, Bavaria, or Auftria. Near the banks of rivers, in 
the plains, there ai'c inorafles, which here and there form lakes ; the drying up of ihefe 
will be a groat advantage to the country, by making its rivers navigable, adding great 
quantities of land to it, and purifying the air. The beads are all very different from 
thofe of Germany ; the horfes are fmall, light, and not handl'ome, but uncommonly 
lively and ilrong ; a Hungarian ufes only three or four in going from Vienna to Tur- 
key, in a copftant trot or gallop ; their breed has been greatly improved in the ftuds of" 
the nobility, in Icvcral parts of the country. The oxen are the larged and mod beau- 
teous I have over I’een ; they are ail afli-colour, or white, and I do not recolleft to have- 
feen a red or brown one in the whole country ; their flefli is remarkable well tafted j 
even the poultry are diftinguiflied from thofe of other countries by tlieir fize and fliape ; 
in fhort, all that has breath here, attells, cither by its growth or its agility, the wonder- 
ful vigour of nature. 

The artificial appearance of the country is as remarkable as the natural. In one 
place, perhaps, ycu fee palaces upon which art has exhauded all its magnificence, and 
within a few paces you come to countries where men dwell in caverns under ground 
like the wild beads. At Prefburg, Port, and Ofen, which are the larged cities in the 
country, and each of which contains , 10^000 men, you believe yourfelf in the mod en- 
chanting country in the world j and within a few miles of their gates, you feem to be ia 
Mingrclia. 

The fUongeft proof poflible that the country is miferable, is the contraft of extreme 
poverty with extreme riches, and the more ftriking that contraft is, the greater is the 
inifcry. A people may be very poor, and yet very happy ; but when amidil draw huts, 
which harilly protoid their inhabitants from wind and weather, you fee marble palaces 
towering to ih^ clouds, when in the midft of intrftcnfe wilderneffcs tenanted by mifer- 
ablc fkeietuns, w ho hardly find roots in the fields to keep body and foul together, you 
meet with gardens with fountains in them, grottos, parterres, terraffes, ftatiie.';, and coftly 
pldures ; it is a fure fign that one pait of the inhabitants live by pillaging the reft. 

Not long after my arrival here, I made a party of plcafure to the caftle of Count 
Efterhazy, which lies a about a day’s journey from Prefburg. Without a doubtj you 
are already acquainted with it from iVIoore’s travels. There is no place in France, Ver- 
iaillcs alone excepted, fo maguificem as this ; the caftle is immenfely large, and full of 
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every fumptuous article of expence that can be conceived. The garden contains every 
thing tliat human wit has invented for the improvement, or, as you may call it, the per- 
verfion of nature. The pavilions of all kinds appear like the habitations of fo many# 
fairies, and every thing is fo much above what you meet with in^^eneral, that you think 
you are dreaming when you behold it. I (hall not attempt to give you an exa£t deferip- 
tion of what I faw here, but mufl; however obferve, that to the eyes of one w'ho does not 
profefs himfolf a connoifleur, there appeared to be fomewhat too much. I recollcdt, 
that the walls of a Snla-Terrina were painted with figures twelve feet high, v/iiich to 
a fon of the earth, as I am, appeared much too lofty for the fize of the room. 1 know 
how much you are for the great llyle, and remember all you ufed to din into my pro- 
fane ears about the fine forms of thc*l?oman fchool, but yet, I think if you had been here, 
you would have thought this rather too great a fiyle. 

What renders the magnificence of this place Itiil more firiking, is the very extraordi- 
nary contrail: of it with the country round. The lake of Neu/wdlcr^ which is not far 
from the caille, forms a large morafs, which extends for the Ipace of feveral miles, and 
threatens in time to lay the great edifice under w'ater, as it has already done great part 
of the country, which was formerly very prodiiftive. The inhabitants of the country 
round have the appearance of fo many ghofts, and are regularly plagued with agues 
every year. ‘About half the money which the prince has laid out in beautifying his 
caftle, would not only have been fufficient to drain the fens, but would have taken as 
much land again from the lake. As tlus is ever upon the encreaie, there is great rea- 
fon to fear it w iil entirely overilow the low country : the only w’ay to prevent this, will 
be by nraking a canal to communicate with the Danube, an enterprize which would do 
the prince more honour than all the trifles he has been about. Within lefs than a day’s 
journey from the caftle, on the other fide, you will meet the Kalmucks, Cherokees, 
Hottentots, and inhabitants of Terra del FuegOy in all their feveral occupations and 
fituations. 


Unwholefome as the country is, particularly in fpring and winter, and though the 
prince himfelf has the ague very often, yet is he thoroughly fatisfied, that there is not, a 
finer or more wholefome fpot under the fun. His caftle Hands quite alone, and he fees 
nobody but dependants, or ftrangers who come for the purpofe of admiration. The 
prince has a puppet-fliew theatre, which is really extraordinary in its kind, for the pup- 
pets perform whole operas. You really do not know whether you fliould wonder or 
laugh moft, when you fee the Didonc^ the Alcejie al Bivio, played throughout by puppets. 
The prince's orcheftra is one of the beft I have yet heard. The great Haydn is his 
compofitor j and he has got a poet, who is often very fortunate. The feene-painters 
too are diftinguilhed men ; in a word, the thing itfelf is little, but all the appendages are 
very great. The prince often hires a company of ftrolling players, and keeps them for 
n month to play to him, and his fervants compol’e all the audience. Thefe gentlemen 


appear upon the ftage with their hair about their ears, and the dreffesit pleafes fporting 
fortune to furnilh them with at the time ; but it all does very well, for the prince is not 
fond of grand tragic movements, but' efn the contrary, delights in any extempore pieces 
of wit, which thefe gentlemen may Itrike out, or which may be ftruck out for them. 
This prince has alfo a body-guard, compofed of very fine men. I was very lorry that 
1 could not: fee the famous Haydn, who was gone to Vienna to condudt a large concert. 
It k jTaid, the prince has given him permiflion to make a joymey to England, France, 
and Spain, where he will be received as his merits dcleiwei and get enough to come 
home with his purfewell filled. He has a brother, who v& 'M^eJiro di Capelia at Straf- 
burg, a man of as ifmch genius as Haydn himfelf, but who has not tnduftry enough to 
^iryive at the fame degree of reputation. j jj'J’YFR 
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LETl'ER XXXIV. 

• Vienna^ 

I SHOULD not have faid fo much of Hungary, had I not recolIeOed, that you con- 
fider it as an unknow'u country. What I have to fay of the other parts of the heredi- 
tary dominions of tiic Iloufe of Auftria wiil be fo much the fhorter. 

Auftria, properly fo called, iias throughout the appearance of a happy country ; here 
are no figns of the flriking contraft bet ■ is? poverty and riches, which ofi'ends fo much 
in Hungary. All the inhabitants, thofe of the capital only excepted, enjoy that happy 
mediocrity, which is the coii!equcace of a gentle and wife adniiniffration. The farmer 
has property ; and the rigli'.s of the nobility, who enjoy a kind of lower judicial power, 
are w'eli defmt'tl. The fouth and foutii-well parts of the country are bounded by a 
ridge of hills, the inhabitants of which enjoy a fltare of profperity, unknown to thofe of 
the interior parts of France. I faw feveral villages on the banks of the Danube, whofe 
inhabitants dwelt in ftonc houfes. A i'ure fign of tiieir well-being, is their eating meat 
almoft every day, and roaft meat once or twice a week. There are many villages and 
market towns, the inhabitants of which have bought themfelvos off from vaffalage, are 
now their own governors, and belong fome of them to the ellatcs of the country; 
amongft thefe is the beautiful town of Stockeravv, about which is one of the prettieil 
countries I have yet feen. The cloyfters, the prelates uf which belong to the eflates of 
the country', are the richefl: in Germany, after the immediate prelacies and abbacies of 
the empire. 

The cloyflers are fome of the richeft in Germany. One of the great convents of Be- 
nedirtincs is worth upwards of four thoufand millions of French livres, half of which 
goes to the exchequer ol' the country. A monk of this cloyllcr, with whom I was con- 
vcrfing on the /late of religion, endeavoured to convince me of its decreafe fincc the 
reign of Charles VI. by telling me, that in thofe times they paid only five or fix thoufand 
ilorins to the ftaie, whereas now they pay near ten times as much. 'I'here are no great 
hopes that this thermometer w'ill ftand lUll under the prefent iCinpei or ; on the con- 
trary, it is rather 10 be feared that it will fall to nothing; Klofterneiiburg, I’olten, Got- 
tevaicli, and fome othcl’ prelacies, are as warm as that I,have juil mearioned. 

Lower Auftria yearly exports more than two millions wortli of guilders of wine to 
Moravia, Bohemia, Upper Auftria, Bavaria, Saltzburg, and part of Sty ria and Carin- 
thia. I'his.wine is four, but has a great deal of ftrength, and may be Airricd all over 
the world without danger; when it is ten or twenty years old it is very good. Notwith- 
ftanding this, however, all this trade would be knocked up at a blow', if the exportation 
of the Hungary wines was not reftrained by fevere prohibitions. 

Thefe limitations, of which I have faid fomethlng to you in a former letter, make 
part of a plan, which was probably originally devifcd by the priefts, and which the nobles 
have helped them to make perfedt. It is an anciAit law, and the peafant fhall introduce 
no alterations on his eftate. He is not allowed to root up his vines and turn his land 
to tillage or pafture. There is no doubt, but this extraordinary law' took its rife from 
the tithes paid to the clergy j as thefe were always to be paid in kind, they of courfe 
oppofed every degree of alteiittion. Were the law now to be altered, many eftates 
would certainly lofe a great deal. by it, but others would beincreafed in proportion; for 
inftance, a great number of tfee faffron fields, the cultivation of which is always ‘troublc- 
forae and expenfive, would be turned to other and better purpofes. Even in Krems, 
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where the beft faffron grows, the inhabitants complain exceedingly of being obliged to 
cultivate this commodity. There are likewife fevcral other articles, fuch as flax, hemp, 
tobacco, and the like, which the farmer might grow were it not for this prohibitiorif 
which alfo prevents him from taking the advantage of the markets, and varying the 
produce of his land in proportion as the value of the things changes. With regard to 
agriculture itfelf, every fpecics of prohibition is detrimental ; ail that the legiflature has 
to do is to remove natural obftacles ; when this is done, nature will do the rell of her- 
felf. This country is very well peopled. Mr. Schlofier, in his political journal, which 
contains an account of the population of Aullria, eftimates that of this country at 
2,100,000 men. For my part, I confider this efUmate as much too large ; but the fa£t 
is, that partly from the ignorance, anil partly from tne pride of people here, who love 
to fwell and magnify every thing that belongs to the country, it is extremely diflicult to 
get at the truth. A fl ranger, however, wtio has been here Ibme time, and has lludicd 
whatever belongs to the country very accurately, aflured me that the population of 
Upper and l;nder Auftria together did not amount lo more than ,800,000 men If 
you include the inhabitants of the capital in the number, ftill this will be a very confidcr- 
able population. 

The revenue of this country is about 14,000,000 of florins, of which the city of Vi- 
enna contributes above five, as one man in the capital earns as much as three in the 
country. 

The fouthem parts of Auftria are covered with hills, which rife gradually from the 
banks of the Danube to the borders of Stiria, and are covered with woods. J hey lofc 
themfelves in the mafs of mountains which run to the foutli of Germany, and llretch 
through all Stiria, Camiola, Carinthia, and Tyrol, to the Swifs Alps, and are probably, 
after Savoy and Switzerland, the hightft part of the earth. 

The inhabitants of this cxtenfive ridge of mountains are all very much alike, they arc 
a ftrong, large, and ih^ goitres excepted, a very handfome people*. 'The people of Ty- 
•rol, whom I vifited in an excurliou from Munich, diUinguilh tliemfelvcs by their dili- 
gence. Some drive a trade with figures made of ftucco as far as 1 lolland ; others make 
works in ftone and wood for the churches; another part of them travel through Ger- 
many with Italian wares and fruits, and bring home a large quantity of money. A 
fourth fet deals in quack drugs, falves, wonder-working pills, eiFnees, tinclures, &c. 

Notwithftanding its woods aftd the hills covered with I'now, Tyrol Ls well inhabited and 
well peopled. It contains about fix hundred thoufand fouls, and pays the ftate about 
3,000,000 of florins- The filver and copper works at Schwafs are one of the moft pro- 
fitable things in the Emperor’s hereditary dominions, and the fait works at Halle yield 
annually about 300,000 florins. 

Infpruck is a fine city, containing fourteen thoufand inhabitants. BolTen is the mofl: 
confiderable after this. They had formerly very fine fairs, but thofe have been entirely 
ruined by the cuftoms ; all Tyrol complains of and curfes the cufioms. 

The Carinthians excel the other vffihabitants of thefe mountains in ftrengthand fize. 
They are like their horfes, which are reckoned the llrongeft in Europe, and never tire. 
Their bread is made of maize; and their land produces the befl fteel known, which 
the Englifh ufefor their fineft works. The population confifls of four hundred thou- 
fand fouls. The inhabitants of Carinthia, Gortz, and the Auftria; ; Iftria, may be fet at 
five hundred thoufand. Stiria contains about feventy thoufand inhabitants. Gratz, the 
capital, is a fine city ; there are perfons in it who who have from 30 to 40,000 florins 
income, jaJld luxury that prevails is not to be deferioed. They have four regular 
meals, ffefc; at morning, noon, evening, and night. Ducks and chickens are the ordi- 
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n?ry food of the common citiaens. They made me almoft fickonly with the fight of 
their pafties, tarts, ragouts, &c. They talk of nothing but the kitchen and the cellar ; 
♦ and, their attention to the preparation of their-dinners only excepted, do not feetn many 
degrees above orang-outangs. The other luxuries are in proportion. This is the great 
mart for all inciecent and irreligiovis books. Hence they are exported into the reft of 
the country. You find villages in Tyrol entirely inhabited by ftatuaries; they will, how- 
ever, always be more famous for thcic capons than their learning. You may have a 
capon here for ao creutzers, a pair of -fme chickens for i o or i a, a bottle of very good 
wine for la, and a^pound of rye bread for one. Gratz and the fuburbs contain about 
thirty thoufand inhabitants. 

The country is cultivated to the top of the higheft hills. Though pafturage is the 
principal bufinefs of the people, the land produces corn enough to nourilh its numerous 
inhabitants, or if there is ever the Ipaft want, they are fupplied from Hungary almoft for 
nothing. The flax and hemp, w hich have been introduced here, as well as in Carin- 
thia, are extremely good, and produce very large Aims. The mines employ a great 
number of people, and as they are worked very cheap anfwer extremely well. Indeed 
the whole of the country is favourable to this kind of bufinefs. The hills are covered 
with wood, which in general colls no more than the expence of cutting down and tranf- 
■porting to the place where it is to be ufed in the furnaces. Sometimes too it is floated 
by the rivers without any expeuce of tranfporting at jll. The numerous brooks in the 
valleys afford opportunities of eredling the furnaces near the pits, fo that every thing 
contributes to fave expence. The belt mineral of the country is iron, of which they 
make an excellent fteel. 

The number of thofe who have the goitre^ and the fize of it, is more remarkable in 
Stiria than in Carinthia, Ukrania, or the Tyrol. Some think this diforder owing in 
part to the fnow and ice water, and in part to the particles of earth and flone with 
which the wells of the country are impregnated. Others will have it, that it arifes from 
the cuftom of feafoning the meat a great deal, and drinking cold water afterwards. I 
beg leave to add a fourth caufe, and leave all to operate together for the produflion of 
this phoenomcnon. The caufe I mean is the cold, to which all the inhabitants sure ex- 
pofed. You know that the folar rays, being reflefled on all Tides by the hills which 
encompafs the valleys, occafion an extraordinary heat. I recollefl, as I have been wan- 
dering through narrow valleys, to have breathed an air fo glowing, that it feemed to 
come from a furnace. Whenever, therefore, there is the leaft motion in the air, the 
prefliire will make it more fenfibly felt than on higher vales or hills, where it can ex- 
pand more ; the cold is confequeotly greater. Now as ihefe people commonly go with 
their necks and throats bare, whenever there is a cool current, the weak part of the 
throat is the firft attacked by the moiflure, and the perfpiration there is flopped. 

It i? an obfervation which has been made in Valois, Savoy, and other countries, that 
the inhabitants of the lower vallies are more expofed to this evil, than thofe which live 
higher up. This, no doubt, mull be owing to jhe 'more frequent changes of air in the 
low grounds, whereas higher up it always continues cool. There are alfo a kind of 
ideots in this country, who can hardly fpeak, and are only fit 'for the labours of the 
field, 'rheir number is great, and the negle^ with which they are treated, whilil they 
are young, may probably have tended to increafe their ftupidity. 

. All the inhanitants of thefe hills are freemen, who have long fmee fhaken off Ae feu- 
dal yoke, under which the greateft part of Europe ftill groans. The marks of their 
fre^om are vefy vifible, for, ill as this country has been treated by nature, in com- 
parifon with Us ndghbour Hungary, it is everywhere much better cultivated, and more 

VOL, VI. R .populous 
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populous than the latter. When you fee the faru.cr here force I’.is nourifhment from 
the aimofl. bare rocks, and think of the beautiful plains in Hungary that lay wafte and 
uncultivated, the value of property and liberty flrikes you in its full force. Thefo 
countries and Auflria are not half as large as Hungary, and yet they nof only yield a 
much greater revenue than that does, but there is an appearance of eafy circumllauces 
throughout, of which the Hungarians have no notion. () that governors would but 
lee how much the Interell: of the governed is united with their own ! 

The charafteriftic of the inhabitants of all this country is linking bigotry, united with 
Hrikiiig fcnfuality. You need only fee what is going forwards here to be convinced, 
that the religion taught by the monks, is as ruinous for the morals as it is repugnant to 
Chriluanity. I he Ciciflicos accompany the married women from their beds to church, 
and lead them to the very confeflional. The pilgrimage to Mariazell is a ceremony htdf 
religious and half profane, with which the ladies of Gratz are highly delighted. Their 
lovers generally accompany them there ; in Ihort, it is to the people of this country 
what Bath, and the other w'atcr- drinking places, are to the reft of Europe. A friend 
of mine had the honour to accompany a lady who went there with her lover. As it 
was expt'cled that the next day, being the feaft of the Virgin, there would be great 
crowds at confeftion, the lady was alked, whether it would not be better to expedite 
matters over night : “ No,” anfwcred Ihe, “ for if I do, 1 Hull have to confefs again to- 
morrow morning, before I can go to the facrament with, a pure confcience.” She was 
prefled to anticipate a confdlion, but this it feeins would not do. The women of fafliion 
make no more fcruple of I'peaking of their lovers in public companies than thofe of Vi- 
enna do. A cicijbeo is, it fcenis, as much the fa(hit)n as Hungary water. The women 
■of this place are not like the French ones, who let their lovers languilh a great while j 
nn the contrary, thc^ arc eafily gained. Their lovers arc chiefly officers, or high 
churchmen, between which orders, on this account, there is a conftant rivality and 
jealoufy. 

The bigotry of the public in thefe parts, which, from the .^mixture of gallantry with 
it, is Hill to be found even amongft people of rank, degenerates amonglt the common 
people into the grofl'ell and moft abominable bufi'oonery. The Whulcs, who are mixed 
■with the Germans in thefe countries, diftinguifli themfclvcs by a fuperftiticms cuftom, 
that does little honour to the human underftanding, and would be incredible, if we had 
not the moft un(;quivocal proofs of the fa£l: before our eyes. Many years ago, they fet 
out, in company with forne Hungarian cnthufiafts, to Cologne on the Rhine, wiiich is 
about one hundred and tv/enty German miles diftant, to cut oft' the beard of a crucifix 
there. Every feven years this operation is repeated, as in this fpace of time the beard 
grows again to its former length. I’he rich perfoas of the aflbeiation fend the poorer 
ones as their deputies, and the magiflrates of Cologne receive them as ambafladors frdm 
a foreign prince. I'hey are entertained at the expcncc of the ftate, and a eounfellor 
ihews them tlie moft remarkable things in the town. I know not whether we ought' to 
laugh moft at the remote town of Co,l^ne, or at thofe poor peafants. There .is, in- 
det^d, fomo excufc for the former, as life farce brings in large Turns of money at ftated 
times, and may therefore deferve political encouragement, but ftill, however, it is the 
moft miferable and meaneft way of gain that can be imagined. Thefe W'tndes have 
alone the right to fliave our Saviour, and the beard grows only for them. They firmly 
believe, that if they did not do this fervice to the crucifix, the earth would be Ihut to 
them for the next fcven years, and there would be no harvefts. For this reafon they 
are obliged to carry the hair home with them, as the proof of having f6lfiiled their com- 
ini^oik, the returns of which are diftributed amongft the difterent communities, and 
. 4 prefwrvcd 
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preferved as holy reliques. The Impcral court has fora long time endeavoured In vain 
to prevent this emigration, which deprives agriculture of fo many ufeful hands. When 
the could not go openly, they would go clandeftinely. At length the court 

thought of the expedient of forbidding the regency of Cologne to let them enter tlie 
town. This happened fix years ago, and the numerous embaify was obliged to betr its 
way back again without the wonderful beard, which, without doubt, the capuchins to 
whom the crucifix belonged, ufed to put together from their own. In future they will 
not, moft probably, run the danger of travelling fo far for nothing. I do not hear but 
that, fince this accident, the corn has come up as well as it did before ; but whether the 
beard is ftill growing or not I cannot fay. I could give you dill more flriking traits of 
the fuperflition of the inhabitants of the inner partsof Aufiria, but as this furpalfes them 
all, it may ferve as a fufficient meafure of the human underfianding in thefe parts.' The 
trade which thefe monks carry on with holy falves, oils, &c. is ftill very confiderable : 
a prohibition of the court, lately pubiiftied, has rather lelfened it, but it cannot be cnl 
tirely fupprefled till next generation. It is now carried on fccrctly, but perhaps to nearly 
as great an amount as formerly. ^ 


LETTER XXXV. 

AS there were fome of the provinces of the hereditary dominions of the Htmfe^S 
Auftria which I did not vifir, you muft content yourfelf with fuch accounts of their po- 
pulation and commerce as I have been able to collcft, partly from public papers, and 
partly from converfations with fenfible men. In order to give you an idea of their com- 
parative merits, we will firft caft our eyes upon the whole. JMr. Schlofter, whofe ufeful 
letters I have already mentioned, and Ihall have occafion to fpeak more of liereaftcr, rrives 
a lift of the refpe£tive populations of the Auftrian monarchy, according to whieV the 
whole amounts to twenty-foven millions. I fancy he is now convinced liimfelf that his 
correfpondent faw the fubjo£ts of Auftria through a magnifying gUvfs. Asfcveral parts 
of this lift have been amended from better accounts: thus, for inftance, in Auftrian 
Poland and Bukowina, they now reckon only two million eight hundred thoufitnd 
fouls ; whereas, in the firft lifts, they were reckoned at three millions nine hundred 
thoufand. 

The firft number of thefe « Political Letters’* contains another lift, which feems to 
me to approach much nearer to the truth; for though the population of particular parts 
may be laid too high, this is made up for by the omiftion of the particular provinces of 
Illyria and Bukowina, which are-entircly left out. The following lifts I have in a orcac 
neafure from the beft hands : ® 

7 

Hungary, with the now annexed Temefwar 

Illyria - - . 

Tranfylvania 

Auftrian Poland, together with Bukowina 

Bohemia - 

Moravia 

Silefia . . 

Carried forward «- 

R 2. 


Souls. 

5,400,000 

1.400.000 
1 , 000,000 

2.800.000 

2 . 100.000 
1 , 000,000 

200,000 • 

*3>9oOsOoo 

upper 
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in 


Souls. 

13*900,000 

700.000 
1 ) 000,000 

300.000 

600.000 
i, 8 oo,oco 
1 , 200,000 


1 9,500,000 

I will not infifl: upon it that this lift is fo accurate as to make it a great violation of 
truth, to give^ound numbers, and ftate the whole at twenty millions } but I would not 
believe in more |hain twenty millions, if all the privy counfellors in the empire laid it 
together, Q ^ 

It only requires ^es to fee, that the teimtpriea of Anftria are not fo well peopled 
throughout as Frahce is. The difference id; the fijte of .the two countries is inconfider* 
able. i 'Hbwthen isit poffible that Auftna Ihould be as well peopled as France (which 
hardly contains twenty>four millions) when the greateft part of it has no conndcrable 
manuladures, and in great part of liungary'and P^and there are not even hands to do 
the neceffa,ry work ? Agriculture, in however ftouriihing ftate it be in a country, does 
not render it as populous as manufaftures doi The fphere of the former is contrafted, 
that of the latter not. You would fill a large traQ: of country with the men who inhabit 
one of our large manufa£turing towns. But befides this, the agriculture of^ Hungary 
and A uftrian Poland, which, makeabove one half of the Imperial dominions is not nearly 
fo good as that of molt of our provinces. In France the towns are at leaft: as full again 
of inhabitants as thofe of the Auftrian dombtons, and yet the country, take it altogether, 
is well peopled. It is only thofe parts of the hereditai'y dominions of Auftria, that are 
German, which can vie with Frbtce m agriculture and population. 

Some of the data on which the lifts which make the populatiori of Auftria amount to 
twenty-feven millions are founded, are truly ridiculous. For inflance, Mr. SchlolTer’s 
corfefpondent will have it that the Auftrian Netherlands contain four millions ; though 
the United Netherlands winch are To mUch larger and moft uncommonly peopled, do 
not contain "more than two niillions five hundred thoufand inhabitants. The ctreum- 
ference of all the Auftrian Netherlands contains, at moft, five hundred German fquare 
miles. According to th's account, therefore, each fquare mile would contain eight 
thoufand men j and as Luxemburg and the northern parts of Brabant are confelTed y 
but thinly peopled, t^ie remaining provinces muft have at leaft ten thoufand foi I in every 
Tquarc mile ; a population, I will venture to fay, not to be met with in any part of Eu- 
rope, the environs of London, Naple^^', and Paris, not excepted. , In a jptirncy J ma-fe 
ro Holland. I was alTurcd from good information at Briiflels^*hat the population of the 
Auftrian Netherlands amounted only‘tA one million eight hundred thoufand fouls, a id 
this is a great d* al } as even, according to this ftatement, there will be three ihou and 
fix hundred men for every geographical German fquare mile. . ■ 

The ftaittment of the mcome of t&b Houfe of Auftria, which Mr. Schloffer u?, 
is accurate as far as it goes, but is not quite perfe’ft. He does not reckon Illy fja. Lorn, 
bi rdy, and the Neiherknds ; and thb exports from Hungary and Tranfylvania are put 
rather under the mark. I fancy the fbllowbg will turn but R pretty <1000x9(6 accoust ; 

14 bannat 


Brought forward 

Upper and Lower Anftriaj, and Styria 
Camiola, Ukrania, Gorts, and litria 
Farther Auftria and Falkeuftein 
lyrol 

Netherlands > > 

Lombardy 
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Sannat • , 

Tiwfylvania 
.Illyjna • < 

Boland, together with BukowioA 

Bohemia 

Moravia 

Silefia . . 

All the circles of Auftria 

Netherlands 

Lombardy, 


Imperial. 

1.500.000 

3.000. 000 

6 . 000 . 000 

1 . 200.000 

31 . 400.000 

500.000 

700.000 

32.700.000 

7.000. 000 

8 . 000 . 000 
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82,000,000 

Thefe 82,000,000 of Imperial guildem make about 98,400,000 Rhoilih gtulders, or 
about 215,000,0000! French Uvres ; which is about 145,000,006 livres le& than the in- 
come of our court, (the colonies not included,) and about as much as the revenue of Great 
Britmn. When wc confidcr that France contmns about 4,000,000 more inhahi^ai^ty than 
Aoftria does, that its commerce is much more flourifhing, and that Hungary and Illy- 
ria yield fo little in proportion to th^ fize, the proportion of the produce of the two 
countries will be thought prett^r near the truth. 

The account of the expenditures which Mr. Schloffer*s correfpondent has fubjcdned 
to his account of the revenue is notoriouily falfe. The expences of the army are laid at 
1 7,000,000 of guilders j but though^ in proportion to the ftrength of the two coun- 
tries, the army of this court colls a third lefs than ours does, the Emperor’s military 
expences, including the large magazines and recruiting money, con»e to 28,000,000 a 
year. Some perfons of credit m^e the fum Hill larger. Mr. Schlofler’s corre^ndent 
llates the penfions only at a million 1 but it is eafy to fee that as much again may be 
given in penfions, and yet none of thofe who mull neceffarily fubfilk by the bounty of 
the court be much richer. Befides all this, the account of the expenditure muff be 
falfe ; for Mr. Schlofler’s correfpondent has made it agree with the revenue, which he 
has Hated at 27,000,000 guilders lefs than it really is. 

I recolleft to have read in a Ipcech fpoken in parliament by an Englilh miniffer, who 
wanted to fliew the rank his country held in the fyffem', a comparative ftatc^of the reve- 
nues of the feveral great powers in Europe. He eftimated the revenue dP France at 
twelve, that ol Great Britain at nine, that of Ruflia at feven, and thatof Auftria at fix 
millions fterliug. This is filly enough ; but it is not as abfurd as what is faid by lan- 
guet, who, in his annals of Europe, ventures to entertain a doubt, whether Aullna has 
power enough to Iccure the well of Europe from the danger of a Turkilh invafion; and 
therefore gracioufly ad vifes the ot her E uropean powers* to help this houfe to a llice of Ger- 
many orTurkey, in order to enable it to meafure fpears with the Turk. Auftria is Hill with- 
out doubt the fecond power of Europe. 'ITierllVenueof Ruflia confifts of 32,002,000 
of rubles, which, according to the prefent value of the ruble, does not amount to more 
jh9a 64,000,000 of Imperial guilders. No doubt but Ruffia may do aftonilhing things 
with y income at home, where the firft neceflaries of life are alfo cheap ; but k has not 
nearly the member of refources to carry on ■operations out of its own ^rdem as this 
court has. times of Leopold and Charles VI. have long been gtme by. Within 
tihislaft twenty ixean a ebanee lus taken nlace in the adminiftratiini nf th,; Imperial fi- 
nances. 
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nances, tvhich will adonifh the world, asJfoon {jhlExourt has aR oppwtuoity of (hew- 
ing its power. 1 do not believe it wanls as, much titna as RufSajirame^ nrl^n it began 
the laft war to be a full match for ths Turks. 'Al* the reveoime of Great Britain vas 
nearly equal to that of this country, previous to the breaking out of this trar, but has 
been a httle Idflened by the lofs of America, Atiftria has no rival to fear,. even at pre- 
fent, but trance; but the former is a rifiRg power, and in fifty y^rs time the two 
crowns will be nearly equally (Irong. Though h be true, that Hum does contain fome 
millions of men more than the Auftrian monarchy, there are ftttofaglt the former fc- 
veral KamtfchatJales, Samoides, and Laplanders, who are of little mote political eftima.. 
tion than their cattle. Both powers are making hafiy ftrides to groatuefs, and in the 
next century will probably play the parts which France and England played from tlie 
end of the laft to the middle of this, that is, the quiet and balance of Europe will dc> 
pend upon thpm. This court will not fufier the Rufiian to take one ftep, without taking 
theihme, or perhaps two, as was the cafe in the partition of Poland, which I now know 
for certain, originated in this country. Rulha bore all the expences of the Turkifh, 
0^ to fay Reiter, of the Polifh war ; and when matters came to a divifion, Auftria gained 
moiie thiap Huffia and Pruffia together. The Auftrian part of Poland, together with 
Bukdwina, which was taken from the Turks, is not larger than the (hare which Ruilia 
had ; but it contains more men, and produces at leaft half as much again as the RuiCan 
and Pruflian parts put together. According to the heft accounts, the Ruflian part con> 
tains only two nullions one hundred tboufand, and the Pruilian fix hundred and fifty 
l^oufand ; whereas in the Auftrian, as I have ftated them, there are two millions eight 
Wudred thoufand fouls. Beftdes this larger population Auftria has likewifc the advan* 
ta^e of the very produSive falt-works of Wiclitlka, and the greateft part of Poland is 
dependent upon it for this necefiary of life. The ftrength of Auftria is compafl: ; but 
that of Ruflia is broken. They talk here of a partition of Tut key, as a thing rcfolved 
on by the two Imperial courts, and even the public papers begin to mention it ; but I 
do not believe it, as it is well known that there was a plan of the fame kind formed by 
the two courts in the year 1 730. Should there, however, be any thing in ir, and ftiould 
Rot our court have a power to conjure the ftorm, this would probably be the laft treaty 
of friendfliip between Auftria and Ruftia; fur as loon as the Porte fliall be deftroyed, 
aypd the two Chriftian empires have their limits on the borders of the Black Sea, they 
muft of necefiity grow jealous of each other, as with refped to trade, and other circum- 
ftances, they will be exaftly in the fame fituation as France and Great Britain were in, 
with regard to each other. 


LETl'ER XXXVI. 

Vu'tma. 

BY degrees the Emperor begins to fhew a little of the plan which he has fo long kept 
concealed in liis own breaft. You muft not expeft me to give yo» a Ctrcumftantial ac- 
count of the new regulations which haVa appeared, or will appear in miurc. I think of 
leaving this town next week ; but you will have quicker and more complete intcJligence 
from me newfpapers, than 1 can give you on my travels. Certainly ourcbafte'EiMchi 
G^ette in not the channel to convey matters of this kind to you ; it will indeed mlorin 
you very drcumftantially, that the Emperor went one day to church, another day a lut- 
ing, and a third to the concert ; that he let his hand be kified, and, what coat, or grear 
«oat he' wore in one and idte odter flace. You wiU toot hear by this channel, of the 
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laV^ relating |o tpl^Etlpiia of theRbpU^on of clbiften, of the diminution of the papal 
authority ; ipi* hea^ thjttJli^^ feftary to worUh’p God in 

his own way V that Auilria has ^ooiottb all foreign influence; that mon. 

keryis no more; that thedeirgyAi'e of tne date: the abolition, 

too, of feadal%nures‘| thb'idittiihttti^ privileges of the nobles; the 
reform in the courts of julUce ; grdttei? fi!fn|^ all the operations of government ; 
univerfal and rigid oeCotnotBy } advadteitteiifc of i>hilofophy ; extenfion of civil liberty 
and patriotic feelings ; 'bncourageroant of merit ; all thefe things are attended to by Jo- 
feph, with a zeal Ind deadinefs which will render Audria in a ihort time, the adonilh* 
ment of the world, and one of the mod flouridiing and mighty empires in it. 

Perhaps you will alk whm is to be^me of the arts ? Will there alfo be academies of 
infcriptions and belles lettres ; Arcadian aflemblies, academies of painting and datuary? 
Mod certainly there will. One of the latter is an old inflitution ; and as for the pth^, 
there are as many able fubjeSs here as at Paris. Hem are perfohs enough 
time and talents fufiicient to make each other fenfelefs compliments ip pehodicd bubte- 
cations ; to make parties to raife fome inflpid performance, the author of which has 
flattered their vanity into repute, and to opprefe a writer of merit, who has ventured to 
difpute their judgment. Nor are there wanting perfons who are capable of giving the 
mod old fafliioned thought an air of novelty, or publifliing mutilated tranflations as 
their own works. It is indeed but eight or ten years fincc mod of the new pieces which , 
appeared on the French and Englifli uages, were publilhed here as original compofirions. 
Thefe things, therefore, will exid; but the Emperor will fcarcelylay out a periny in 
this way ; he knows better what to do with his money ; and it had been well for us, 
had we..applied the money which thefe inditutions have cod us to any other purpofe, had 
it been only that of making canals to carry off the dirt w'hich makes fuch a dink in the 
choaked up common fewers, and has already fuffocated many. 

Here, methinks, I fee you look on me with contempt ; for I know you live and move 
<Mily for the belles lettres, and pity us barbarians who do not facrifice fo ardently to the 
divine arts. Well do I remember all the kind things you ufed to fay of my uupidity '■ 
and coldnefs* or whatever elfe you pleafed to call it, whenever I happened not to have the 
feeling you had, on meeting with a good e^gram, a lively defeription, or a fine print 
or drawing. But, my dear brother, every man fe« things in his own way, and, as in 
compliance with your leading paflion, 1 have taken the trouble to give you a great deal 
of intelligence about the German theatre and poetry, &c. &c. and promife you a great 
deal more from the northern parts of Germany, you will not take it amifs if I fay fome* 
thing to you in judification of my own tade, and peculiar way of thinking. 

Tell me then, iny deared brother, if it be not a truth which all hidory attells, that Iji 
every nation the aera of the arts and fdences has immediately preceded their fall 1 1 will 
a»ot be at the pains to prove this, by a long deduSion of events from the hidory of 
‘ G!*e^ to this time^ Ygu may recqlleQ: the excellent note of a Tyrolefe monk upon a 
'paflhge in Culuifiellii^ by the author of E^a^et en ^erents Pays de V Europe. 

it cpntalps the droinfed; evidence which hidory era give, that a country in which thofe 
artsi|«|^!^ c6tatribat6 chiefly to amufement, are held in high edimation, and are the raoft 
fudic:(^^|l||ftay of gaining honour and fortune, is a country verging fad to ruin* , ^ou 
will fey'^^t the fault is not in the arcs and feiences themfeives. Right ; bui;whin tli^ 
get aceftam^fuperiority in a nation over the other employments of the minfl; itfley 
draw dedrufliyecpnfejiuences after jhs^m. Frivolity, weaknefs, prufufibni angleft of 
mor4’i^oriousi’'^tft'fuit8 and occupatiohs, pdentation, wrong judgtrieiif in cl^aoling the 
fervahts of the date, a warm and immoderiite defire of ornaments, &c, are neceflary 

con. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Vimna. 

TO-MORROW I leave this place j I fimll ftay fomc time at Prague, whi-i e I cx- 
pcfl: to hear from you. 

It is now evident what the Emperor was , about during his motlicr’s lilV-tiino. All 
the ftrangers who are here, are alloniflicd at the Ihort time in which one of tiie greatelt 
and moil total revolutions has been cfteftecl ; a furc fign that it was thought of long- 
before, and all the materials prepared. The nobility and clergy are every day more 
convinced that it will go harder and harder with them : but they make no refinance ; 
for both orders are entirely difarmed. Motwithflanding their great riches, the nobility 
are enfeebled by their effeminacy and diffipation, and the clergy have a fnakc in their 
own bofoms which will ding them to death. This fnake is philofophy ; which, under 
(he fcmblance of theology, has glided even to the epifcopal chair. Molt of the younger 
ccclefiaftics arc infeded by the poifon of this fnake in the univerfities. They all know 
that there is a Febronius iu the world, and fome of them are only acquainted with him 
as a heretic ; yet as the arguments of the cowl have a much greater eft'ed upon them 
than the arguments of their profeflars, and as the court is evidently friendly to him, 
they are not unwilling to be reconciled to their old enemies. The Bellarminifls, who 
pofl’efs all the great benefices, dill make, it is true, the greater number ; but if once 
they are in danger of lofing their cures, or the twenty-five thouiand advocates in the 
imperial dominions, who have long been ready with arguments, are ordered to charge, 
they will no doubt make very little refidancc. 

1 do not believe there is a fmgle man of underftanding in the army, who does not 
mod thoroughly approve the Emperor’s new regulations. This part of the adminif- 
tration of the country -has been in his hands a confiderable time ; and it carries marks 
in every part of it, of having been fo. Amongdall the Imperial officers 1 was acquainted 
with, 1 did not meet with one, of a certain age, who did not podel's a certain fund of 
philofophy. During my ftay here, I found them by far the bell company in the place ; 
;uid, with the penniffion of the Profeffors, Doctors, andother Literati, mull think them by 
far the mod; enlightened people in the Audrian dominions. I will anfwer for finding 
many corporals in the Imperial army who have more fenfe than nine out of ten of the 
literati. There has long been a freedom of thinking and reafoning in the army, which 
is a drong contrail to what obtains clfewjhere, and does the Emperor the utmoft ho- 
nour. Every regiment has a library to itfelf, and the officers find means to procure 
every good book, however prohibited it may be. The King of Pruffia has no longer 
Pope bc'-falved and be-confecrated generals, as he ufed to call Daun, to contend with. 
Even amongft the common foldiers you may obferve a kind of natural logic, which is 
the confequence of the way in which they are managed, and which you may trace in 
their tents, in their manoeuvres, in their tables^\nd in every thing that belongs to 
them. There is not a veftige left of the bigotry which heretofore made the Imperial 
army fo confpicuous. What indeed will the black troop undertake againft a corps con- 
dutled as this is ? The Emperor will not find the fame facility in reforming the ad- 
ininidration of civil and criminal jiiftiie, as he will meet with in reforming the clinch. 
There is ftill a formidable darknefs over all this part of legiflation. The defects, part- 
ly owing to the Ijws theqifelves, and the forms of adniiuidering- judice, and partlv 
incrcafcd through the dupidity, pedantry, diflblutenefs, lelliffinefs, and want of pu- 
triotifin of the fervants of the court, have long been felt. Tlie late Ernprel's enden- 
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vourcd to remedy them, but in vain ; for were the Codex Thereftamu ten times left 
barbarous than it is, ftill little would have been done. There is a want of men to 
give vigour to laws, however good. 

During the time he was only a kind of viceroy, the Emperor took all the pains he 
was able, to throw more light upon the adminiftration of jultice, and to render it more 
impartial ; nor tio I believe there is a fingle ihftancc of a ftriking and notorious adl of 
injullice having been committed by any of his immediate fervants ; but he could not 
create new fubjefts ; and as long as pride, lazinefs, and the love of Ihew, continue to 
be leading features in the charadlers of the principal members of the courts of jultice, it is 
impoflible but that fraud, chicanery, and indeed roguery of every kind, mull find their 
way inprocefles fo complicated as thefe are. 

Criminal juftice is, indeed, in a moll piteous condition. When you read the Codex 
TLercJiamis, you would concciv'e that it had been compofed for a horde of Dafebis. 
Here are punilhments for crimes which have not been heard of in the country for a 
century ; and penalties very grievous indeed, but at the fame time molt ridiculous, 
when you compare the Hate of the country and the Hate of the law, foroftcnces which 
happen every day, but raife no clamour, fuch as fornication, adultery, and fodomy. 
This, however, is not fo great an evil ; for let laws be as feverc as they will, lUll they 
e.\pofe civil and natural liberty to no danger, and the ntoll inhuman laws that can be 
devifed, are better than no law at ail j or what amounts to the fame thing, the non-ob- 
fervance of any. The latter unfortunately is the cafe here. It was foon I'een that the Codex 
Thereftanvs agreed neither with the manners nor the charafter of the people, and the 
court became alhamed, at the time that all Europe was making an outcry about hu- 
manitjr, the abolition of capital punilhments, &c. &c. of a ftatute-book which had no- 
thing in it but halters, gibbets, fwords, &c. What was to be done ? They would not 
repeal the law j but contented themfelvcs with an univerfal requifition to the judges to 
be mild, and not to infii£l capital punilliments without neceHity. This mifunderllood le- 
nity is the gr^ateft tyranny in the world. The moll cruel law that can be devifed can- 
not commit murder. On the conti'ary, the more cruel the law is, the more depravity 
and obftinacy it befpeaks to fin againll it ; but the general diredion, to “ have recourfe 
to no capital punilliments without neceflity,” tends to fubmit the guilty to the difere- 
tion of the judge, and thus undermines one of the principal props of civil liberty. As long 
as laws, let them be as fevere as they will, are rigidly obferved, the tranfgrelTor is 
without cxcufe. . He knew the law, and not to guard againll the penalty of it, befpokc 
wickednefs and weaknefs j but in the lall cafe he may be the vidim of circumltances, 
with which his crime has not the leall connedion. 1 will relate a fad to you, which 
happened fome years ago at Lintz, which, though it relates to military juftice, will 
give you a very good idea of the Hate of criminal juftice in this country. 

Two grenadiers, who were among the handfomeft men of the regiment, agreed to 
defert from Stein, and engaged others to defert with them. They were deted- 
ed and condemned to die, as ringl^ders, by the council of war. The whole re- 
giment knew, that every general m the army had it in command to fiiffer no 
fentence of death to be put in execution wnthout the utmoft neceflity. As this ne- 
celfity did not exift, General Brown was determined to grant a. pardon, and he 
would have done fo, but on a hidden the whole feene changed. The comrades of the 
prifo.ners went to them in prifon, got drunk with them, and ofiered to go to the gal- 
lows in their Head i fo perfuaded were they that the pardon would come. The whole 
of this was related, to the General. The day came ; the young men went cheerfully to 
the field ; all Lintz had no doubt but the pardon would meet them there, when lo, and 
behold 1 General Brown found out that this was the referved cafe of extreme net^lfity, 

and 
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and the men were executed. What was the confequcncc r The General In J a re- 
primand from Vienna ; but did he deferve it? Was it not a fufiiciendy good excufe 
for bis condufl:, to fay, that defertions were growm every day more common, from tiie 
idea that fentences of death would never be carried into execution ? In my opinion, 
thefc grenadiers were viffims to the wcaknefs of the Icgillation. Stability, not mercy, 
is the firfl; merit of a law. 

A general defeff, which runs through the ^hole of this legiflation is, that it is loaded 
with orders which are not made eifedivc. There is no end of projeds and writings. 
There are orders upon orders, injundions upon injundions, and referipts upon referipts; 
the laft of w'hich always overturns, or at leail very much limits the preceding one. This 
is fo conftant a thing, that feveral perfons in office in the country make it a rule, before 
they carry an order into execution, to wait five or fix weeks to fee whether it will not 
be contradided. It would be a curious, and to the Auftrian date a very profitable bufi- 
nefs, if any perfon would take the trouble of colleding the contradidory laws which have 
been promulgated within thefe lafl; eighteen or twenty years. This, no doubt, arofe in 
part becaufe the Emperor and his mother had different plans of legiflation ; but now he 
governs alone, he will find it very difficult to bring matters right, as he cannot depend 
upon any affiffance whatever from his fubaltems. 

The language of the courts of juftice here is very fingular. You muff know, that 
they have a ftyle of their own, which is totally different from the common ftyle, and is 
called the chancellery, or law flyle. I have juft been reading a refeript of the Imperial 
court to the chapter of Saltzburg, who are engaged in a law.fuit with their archbifhop. 
It contains periods which fill a whole folio fide of paper, and in which, with all the at- 
tention in the world, it is impofBble to find a connedion. Indeed, the more uncon- 
neded it is, and the more abounding in the fcarceft Latin and French words, the better 
this ftyle is reckoned. There are likewife many German words, which are ufed in a 
fenfe diredly oppofitc to what they have in common language. I look upon it as quite 
impoflible that the grandchildren of the prefent generation fliould underftand a Angle 
fyllable of all their jargon. Fare ye well. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

Prague* 

THE journey from Vienna to this place was one of the moft plcafing I have ever taken, 
notwithftanding we did not meet with a fingle good town, during a journey of forty- 
four German- poll miles. My company confided of an Imperial officer, a prieft, and a 
traveller from Lower Saxony. The officer had ferved in the laft war in Silefia. He 
was a fenfible man, and aded as our Cicerone on two of the moft noted liclds of battle 
recorded in modern hifjory. 

As long as we continued in Auftria, the country appeared fingularly well cultivated, 
and there, was all the appearance of a high ftatl \)f happinefs and eafe among the farm- 
ers ; but in the parts of Moravia we came through, the inhabitants did not feeni near fo 
happy as their neighbours. Notwithftanding this, however, the country ia well culti- 
vated throughout ; nor do you fee any of the wild deferts, which are fo ftriking in Hun- 
gary. Snaym and Iglau are two very .pretty villages. The inhabitants of thefe fpeak 
German very well ; but you obferve that it is not their native language. 

1 he whole cquntry is made up partly of a plain, and partly of gently rifing hills ; 
but on the confines of Bohemia, the hills rife into more ftatcly, as well as more fruitful 
mountains. The parts of thefe through which our road lay, were covered with fine 
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woods, vHIiigcs, and feveral very ftately cafllcs, and there are mile-ftones all the way. 
The roads are excellent. W e met with few villages on the plains of Bohemia; it feerns 
the Germans have a proverb, which fays of a thing that is fcarc#, “ that it is fcarce as a 
village in Bohemia.” As, however, it is evident from the lifl: of rhofe who draw for 
loldiers, that tljc country i - extremely well peopled, and as we faw fome very good agri- 
culture, and no barren ground, we did not at fini; know what to make of thefe appear- 
ances ; but our officer, who had travelled over the country far and near, explained 
them to us. He told us, that moft of the villages lay off the great road, in the neigh- 
bourhood of rivers and brooks, or behind woods, and that if we would go a mile and a 
half, cither to the right or left, we fliould fee enough of them. This cuftom of hiding 
the habitations in the rocks of the country, or behind woods, . probably took its rife in 
the time of wars, when the inhabitants endeavoured to procure Ihclrer from the robbers 
and knight-errants who infefted the land. No doubt the convenience of having water 
contributed fomething to it. Between Kolin and Planiani, which arc didant two Ger- 
man miles from each other, we came to the noted field of battle, which has taken its 
name from thefe two places, though it ought to have it from the finall village near which 
the adion really happened. Here we got out, and our Cicerone, who was proud of hav- 
ing had his fliare in the honour of that day, which did away the ignotniuy of Auftria, 
went over the ground with us. 

Many reafons have been given why this battle proved fo fatal to the King of Pruffia, 
and, as in all other cafes of the kind, the hiftoriau will be puzzled to cboofe between 
the different relations of various fenfible men, w'ho were all eye-witneffes, and all took 
part in the labour and difficulty of the day. Here, however, the event evidently de- 
pended upon the ground, which Daun knew how to make his advantage of. 

Along the road, and to the right of it, there is a plain which extends as far as the eye 
can reach ; on the left of this there is a gentle rife, which makes a kind of peak near 
the village where the great action took place. On the right of this rifing, which you 
can hardly call a hill, you difeover ffraight before you a long, deep ditch, encompaffed 
with ffeep walls, which have the appearance, at a diflance, of a plain betwixt woods. To 
the left this hill fmks in a remarkable hollow, and loofes itfelf backwards in*^a great 
plain. Daun’s right wing was placed on the top of the rifing, and the remainder of 
his army was covered by the ditch on the left. The King of Pruffia approached by the 
plain through which we were- to pafs. He was compelled to fight, or give up the fiege 
of Prague, and evacuate Bohemia. The only part of the Imperial army he could attack 
was the right wing. The gallant Pruffians were not at all dilheartened by the inequality 
of the ground. Ever accuftomed to conquer, their right wing advanced in filence up 
the hill. The Imperials, who had the advantage of the ground, beat them back again. 
Six times the Pruffians returned to the attack ; but as the ground \vas very narrow, 
they were at length much impeded by their own dead, who lay on the flopes of the hill 
they had to afeend. Notwithflanding all this, they would ftill'have gained the day, if 
Daun had not had time to flank his b^ten right wing with cavalry. This immediately 
charged to the left of the hill in the flaiik. of the Pruffians, who, after the iha^'pell con- 
tell, were at length obliged to give way. Whilft they were retreating in good order, 
prince Maurice of Deffau, whole bravery often approached to raflinels, took a Angle 
battalion, and with it encountered the whole force of the Andrian army. This made 
the rout much greater than it would otherwdfe have been. ^ The Prince would have 
fought his troops to the lad man, if he had not been called off from his raffi headed 
attempt by the King’s fpecial command. As among other Ioffes the King’s guard had 
been entirely cut off, when' the Prince came up to him, he began crying out, *‘My 
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guard, Prince ! my guard !” To which the other made atifwi'i-, “ My rr^iment. Your 
Majefty ! my regiment!”- He thought, that as his regiment had been cut ofT, there 
was nothing worth faving. 

Now it may probably have been a fault in the King not to have had any cavalry in 
his left wing} but if it was fo, it arofe from the unevennefs of (he ground. If the Aiif- 
trianshad not had the great advantage of having their right wing on an eminence, and 
the reft of their army fecure, in all probability the Pruflians, who notwithllanding thefc- 
difadvantages, made the victory dubious for a great while, would have got the day be- 
fore Daun could have fupported the attacked part with his cavalry, and in that cafe no 
perlbn w'ould have thought of a failure of cavalry on the Pruffian part. The King, too} 
could not obferve the motions of the German horfe, w’hofe fudden appearance from the 
hollow was the more formidable, from its being entirely unexpected, and what a priori 
mufl. have feemed very improbable to the King. 

■Others fay, that the King purpofed to do nothing with his left wing, but intended fo 
alter his mode of battle, and charge with his right, whilft the prince of Deffau was 
amuHng the enemy. In that cafe his dank would bave«been fecured from the attack of 
the enemy’s cavalry, and he would have had nothing to fear from the Auftrian left 
wing on this fide the deep ditch. But, fay thofe who maintain this opinion, the prince 
of liefl'au, indcad of anmfing the enemy, made fo lively and ferious an attack, that the 
King was obliged to fupport him, out of apprehenfion, that if the Prince was rcpulfed, 
the whole arnij' might have been brought into diforder by the flight of his regiment. I 
take this likewife to be one of thofe after- thoughts which fliew what a man fhould have 
done, but not what he did, or had a mind to do. Others think, that the King trufting 
folely to his good fortune, which had done fuch great things for him a little before at 
the battle of Prague, had neglected fome neceffary arrangements, particularly the bring- 
ing up his cavalry. But this feems one of the obfervations which a fenfible writer 
makes after the time, to give himfelf the air of appearing to know more than other peo- 
ple. A man like the King of Pruflia, who gives continual proofs that he does not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be deprelTed by any reverfe of fortune, is not likely to have been too • 
much raifed by his fuccefs. 

Being now beaten, for thfe firft time, after fo many fuccefsful battles, Frederick re- 
treated in the befl; order poflible to Saxony, through Leutmerifs and Aujftg. Depreffed 
he was not, but a little out of humour, as bis olded brother, fince. dead, who carried 
part of the army back into Saxony, by Gabel, experienced. But, no doubt, you are 
well acquainted with this wonderful retreat, and the anecdotes concerning it, to be found 
in the book entitled, Recuil de Letires de Sa Majejie le Rot de Rnijfey regardant h demure 
guerre. If the King had gained this battle he would have been mafler of all Bohemia. 
All Aufiria would have flood open to him, and OJlmufz only would have prevented his 
going to Vienna. In this cafe he would have dictated to his enemies the conditions of 
peace, whereas the niifcarriage was followed by fix years of bloody war. 

The King commanded this action from the viqndow of an upper ftory of a public 
houfe, which flands alone, and is very near th^ road. It was with inexprcflible plea- 
lure that we dined in the room, which commands a view of the field of battle on both 
fidcs. ^ Every thing here appeared facred to me j as I flood in the place occupied by tho 
King, in the window which diredly fronts the eminence which occafioned his defeat, I 
felt all the mortification he muft have experienced, when he found his troops giving 
way. There were fqme marks of cannon-balls in the walls of this houfe, and the Kin ^ 
was not altogether fefe.. 
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Kolin is a pretty little town ; it is, without a doubt, the bed place you meet wich be- 
twixt Prague and Vienna ; the garrifon, however excepted, it does not contain above 
three thoufand five hundred I’ouls. The houfes are not more than feven hundred, and 
do not feem to be very well inhabited. We refted a little here, and were extremely 
well treated ; you live very cheap and well all over Bohemia. Small hares, ducks, 
geefe, &c. arc the common food met with, in the fmalled inns. 

In order to give you an idea of the price of provifions, I will give you an account of 
what the Saxon and I paid for a night’s entertainment. You muft know, that almoft 
all the inns here have a bad appearance, and the innkeepers, notwithllanding the plenty 
they afford travellers, feem to be but in indifferent circumftances. Their houfes gene- 
rally ftand alone in the ftreet, and have neither orchard, kitchen-garden, or any piece of 
land near belonging to them. They are obliged to pay fo heavy a rent to the landlord, 
or nobleman to whom the houfe belongs, that they can gain but very little. At lall we 
faw an inn in a village we came to, which had a better appearance; it had a roomy court, 
good ftables, a neat garden, and vvas the property of the landlady. Now, faid we, as 
we got into our bed-chambers, we (hall have another kind of bill, and no doubt pay for 
the toe profpe£b which this room commands, the fine furniture, the exquifite glaffes and 
china, and in Ihort, all the fine things which we enjoy or do not enjoy. We had for 
fupper a rice foup, with an exceeding good chicken, a fallad, and two young hares 
broiled. We had excellent beer, which is remarkably good in Bohemia, and a pot of 
wine, which we found very bad, and would not have another, as we knew that wine 
was very dear all over Bohemia. We had two very clean beds, and fome very good 
coffee for breakfaft ; and would you think it? when the bill was called for, it amounted 
only to forty-two creutzers, that is, about one livre and forty*two fols French. 

We flopped about three miles from Prague, and went fome furlongs out of the way 
to fee the famous field of battle of the year 1 7 57. Here the Pruflians overcame nature 
itfelf. It was impoilible for the Auflrians to have more favourable ground. A deep, 
broad, perpendicular ditch proteded them from the enemy. They had a very formida- 
ble artillery, which defended the ditch by batteries placed to great advantage. When 
the Pruffians made their firft attack by the ditch, they fell like Bocks of fnow : the Auf- 
trian fire was terrible. There has not been a harder or bloodier adion in the prefent 
century, nor is there perhaps in hiflory, a fingle inftance of a battle won under fuch cir- 
cumflances as the Pruffians had to contend with. It is almoft literally true, that they 
had at the fame time a fort to take and an army to beat, which was ftronger than their 
own. Conceive to yourfelf, a deep ditch Banked wkh cannon, on the other fide of 
which is encamped a bold looking army of at leaft feventy thoufand men. The Pruf- 
fians marched through the ditch, and through the fortifications oppofed to them, put 
the enemy to the moft complete flight, and befieged Prague, in which part of the flying 
Imperial army took refuge. But they paid dear for the vidory ; their lofs of men wa.s 
infinitely greater than that of the enemy ; accounts differ witH regard to the numbers 
flain; fome make them feven, othersi^om nine to ten thoufand men. T’he truth, how- 
ever, without the leaft exaggeration is, that the immenfe ditch was filled throughout its 
whole breadth with dead men, who in many places likewife, lay in great heaps upon 
each other. 

The ftroke which the King felt moft of all, was the lofs of the brave general Schwe- 
rin. . We looked with the moft folemn melancholy on the tree near which he fell. The 
prefent Emperor has ereded a monument to him, which does no lefs honour to the per- 
fon who fet it up, than to him whofe name it bears and eternizes. IVfany anecdotes are 
current with regard to the death of this brave man. It has been faid, that a rough 
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anfwer given by the King to a meflage he fent him by an adjutant in the middle of the 
battle, to let him know it was impoffible to win it, occafioned him to feek death ; .but [ 
do not believe this ; for even fuppofing Schwerin to have remonftrated on what he 
thought an impoffibility, the king knew well enough that the word obey was fufficient to 
remind him of his duty, and to make him do all that could be expefted from a man of 
his charajfter for courage and abilities ; no, we mud do Schwerin the juftlce to fay that 
he died, becaufe according to the proverb, every man owes a death. He died like a pa- 
triot ; he faw the violence of the contelt, faw the good-will of his foldier^, and their 
courage, which the havoc death made all around them could not tame. Nothing, he 
found, but an acl of defperation on his part could lave them, he therefore fnatched tho 
colours out of the hands of a dying cornet, crying, follow me, my brave boys, and rode up 
to the mouth of the cannon. A ball took him off at the head of his brave troops, but 
they fired by his courage and example, got up the hill, broke in on the enemy, and by 
that deed turned the day in favour of the King. After the battle the King befieged 
Prague. Daun in the mean time colledled the broken Imperial troops, got an army to- 
gether and haftened to the relief of the town, the garrifon of which was making a brave 
refinance ; this army the King was compelled to attack, or raife the fiege j this brought 
on the above deferibed battle of Kolin, in which he loft all that he had won before- 


LETTER XXXIX. 

Prague, 

BOHEMIA is a country favoured of heaven, the climate is excellent. In this excur- 
fion I have become acquainted with feveral fbreignere who make their conftant refidence 
here, and are induced to it by the whoiefomeneis of the air, the goodnefs and cheapneik 
of all the neceffaries of life, and the cheerful good humour of the inhabitants,— -and yet 
iEneas Silvius deferibes the country as a part of Siberia, though it was, in all probability, 
more flourilhing in his time than it is now ; to be fure the difference of the climate mult 
have been Itriking to a Roman, but I believe his eminence was here only in the winter ^ 
the fpring is not fo beautiful even at Rome as it is here j fpring and fummer are as re- 
markable as the winter is at Vienna, where you feldom fee a regular fpring, but the win- 
ter and fummer almofl; join. The climate of this country is not expofed to any of thofe 
fudden and inclement changes which are fo fatal to health in other places. The winter 
colds are neither too Iharp, nor the fummer heats too llrong. The air is dry, clear, and 
temperate. The country lies high, and forms a large extended plain, furrounded on all 
fides by very high hills covered with rich woods. The vale in the middc, which is wa- 
tered by the Elbe, the Moldaw, and the Eyer, of which you may eafily form an idea, by 
calling your eyes on the map, is protedled from the force- of the wind. The feveral hol- 
lows in the middle contribute to let out the waters, fo that there are neither lakes nor 
moraffes to fill the air wkh unwholefome vapours. As the foil is Ilony only in very 
few places, the waters flow eafily through the c^ntry, and make it fruitful, with- 
out filling the air, as is the cale in feveral parts of Upper Switzerland, wit’i catarrhs 
and coughs. 

'1 he country produces every thing that can contribute to the comfort of life in allonifh- 
ing abundance, wine and fait only excepted. The greateft part of the former is brought 
at a very moderate price from Bintz, where is a warehoufe for fait, which is brought 
from Gerund in Auftria, and Halle in the Tyrol. The remainder is brought from 
Aullrian Poland at a moderate price. There have been many fucce&ful experiments 
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nia<le to pro(n!cc wine, and I have taflcd fome melnikers very little inferior tQ the fe- 
comi jbrt of Bourdeaux wines. The firfl; flocks were brought from Burgundy. The 
country, ho\vtvt=ir, will hardly be able to produce a fufficiency of this article for con- 
fuinption, but it has other advantages to make up for the lofs. As it poflefles moft of 
the prime necefl’aries of life, and by that means commands a fuperiority of trade which 
none of the neighbouring countries can difpute with it, it provides a great part of Silefia, 
Saxony, and Auftriawith corn, and alfo fells them fome cattle. The circle of Saafleris 
alone able to furnifii all Bohemia, populous as the country is, with com even in moderate 
years. The excellent Bohemian hops are carried as far as the Rhine in great quantities. 
'I’he breed of horfes is likewife wonderfully improved'within thefe few years, and bring 
annually large futnsof money into the country. The Bohemian tin is the befl of any, 
next to the Englifh ; and they carry on a very confiderable trade in alum, and feveral 
kinds of precious Hones, particularly garnets. The large woods, in which the country 
abounds, furnifh materials for the wonderful manufaftories of glafs, which bring a great 
deal of money into the country, and find their way into every part of Europe from Por- 
tugal to Sweden. Within thefe few years they have alfo made large quantities of very 
good and uncommonly cheap hats, with which they fupply great part of the inhabitants 
of Auilria, Bavaria, and Franconia. The handkerchief and linen manufaftorics arc alfo 
in good repute. 

The Bohemian travels much. Some as dealers in glafs, who go as far as England and 
Italy, and fome as ballvet and fieve-makers. I have met with large caravans of thefe on 
the Upper Rhine and in the Netherlands. Thefe people commonly come home with 
pretty large fums of money ; they keep together like brothers whilft they are in foreign 
countries. I'hey have indeed an uncommon fliare of patriotifm, and a kind of con- 
fidence in each other, which often makes them pafs in the eyes of ftrangers for a favage 
and barbarous people, though they really are not fo. 

Since the days of Hufs they have a fecret hatred to the Germans, which does not 
arlfe fo much from bad temper as from a kind of national pride. Moft of the farmers 
who live near the roads fpeak German ; but as they do not like to talk to a ftranger 
without necelfity, they pretend not to underftand a word of what the traveller fays, and 
make their fport of him amongft themfelves. It has been attempted to make them fend 
their children to German fchools, but hitherto they have all proved abortive. They 
have an unfpeakable averfion to whatever is German. I have heard young men here 
talk of the battles which their anceftors, under Zifka, fought againft the Germans, with 
a degree of warmth and pride, which made them very amiable in my eyes. They ftill 
remember too, that the refideiice of the court at Prague formerly rendered the country 
flourilhing, and lament that the preference which has been given to Auftria, in confe- 
quence of a flight mifunderltanding, carries off large fums annually from the country, 
which are fent to Vienna partly by the court and partly by the nobility. The late Em- 
prefs was extremely ollended Ivith them on account of this mifuhderftandmg, and Bohe- 
mia was the only one of her old hereoKj^iry dominions which Ihe never vifited. 

The Huflites are ftill very numerous in the country. Some think that a fourth part 
of the inhabitants are of this feel, which has alio Ipread widely in Moravia. Scarce 
four years arc part fince above ten thoufand fanners made a little Hand to recover their 
freedom of opinion j but they were foon quieted, and the thing had no further confe- 
quences. 

Voltaire and fome other hiftorians have much mifreprefented the famous Hufs and 
his doftrincs. They look upon this reformer as a man of a very limit^ tmderftanding, 
and think that his object went no further than to procure the clergy leave to marry, 
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and let the people have the ufe of the cup at the facrament. 'fhey love to make fport 
with him, and fay that he endeavoured to make the incomprehenfible myftery ftill more 
incomprehenfible, without having the leaft attention to how much the human mind was 
Jowered by fuch myAeries. They deny him the philofophical fpirit, both of his prede- 
celTor Wickliff, or of his followers, Luther, Zwingle, and Calvin. I had formerly the 
feme opinion of him myfelf; but fince I have Audied hishiAoryand the hiAories of his 
followers, I have conceived a much higher idea of him. 1 fearched in the library of 
Vienna for all the documents that relate to this intereAing hiAory. In Menker I found 
Revindication of the opinions of the HuAltes, addreAed to the diet of Nuremberg. It is 
written in a German which I could not underAand, dll I had read it over Ax or feven 
times, and procured aif Aance from feveral of my friends. This wonderful reprefentadon 
contains the whole confeAion of faith of the HuAltes. They attack the whole fyAem of 
the Roman Chatholic church, purgatory, feAs, monkery, — and it is certain that they 
were only one,Aep behind Calvin. The Ayle of this vindication has all the marks of in> 
dmate perfuaAon, and of the foundeA underAanding, only like Luther, the author fome- 
times falls into the Ayle of the times and runs into low language. 

In fafl, the foie advantage which the other reformers had over Hufs, arofe from the 
invention of printing iince his time, as in confequence of this, knowledge was much more 
widely fpread, as the dodiines could be much more widely diAufed. The dodrines of 
Hufs were loA amid A the wars which followed his death. They were AiAed in the bar- 
barity which overfpread Bohemia, when the people no longer attended to any teacher, 
but the fword became the foie decider of all controverfy. 

I found fufficient proofs that Hufs, notwithAanding his obAinacy and prcfumption, pof- 
feffed an enlightened and philcdbphical mind, which, however, partook fomcwbat of the 
unpolifhed character of the age in which he lived. I am fometimes tempted to write his 
hiAory, which perhaps is not yet fuAiciently underAood, Whether 1 Aiall perfevere I 
know not, but in the mean time will colledi what materials I can, and when I have time^ 
try whether I have any talents for writing hiAory->at leaA I feci a great temptation lo 
do this. 

The prefent race of HuAitcs Aatter themfelves that the Emperor, whofe fentiments of 
toleration are well known, and who is very fond of the Bohemians, will reAore to them 
their freedom of opinion ; but people here generally think that they are deceived in their 
expedations ; for as their fentiments nearly approach thofe of the Lutherans, it would 
not be very prudent to allow the eAabliAtment of anew fefl, which always fpreads fome 
roots that may grow and be dangerous. 

The Bohemians are a wonderfully Arong-built race of men. Dubravius, one of their 
hiAorians, who was Bifliop of Olmutz in the Axteenth century, compares them to lions. 
“ As the lahd (fays he, according to the manner of writing of thofe times,) lies under 
the inAuenceof Leo, fo do its inhabitants poAefs all the qualities of that noble animal. 
Their high chells, fparkliag eyes, Arong thick hair, Aout bones, Arength, courage, and 
irreAAible fpirit, when oppofed, all Aiew evidently Aiat the lion is their Aar, which they 
bear likewife in their coat of arms.’* * 

They are a handfome, Arong built, and adive race of people j and you fee evid^tly 
that they are defcended from the Croats, who are fome of the handfomeA people upon 
earth. Their heads are a little tojp large ; but their broad Aioulders, and their thick-let 
bodies render the difproportion not fo riAble as it would otherwife be. They are with- 
out doubt the foldiers of all the Emptroris troops. They bear the inconveaiehcies 
f the military life longer than any. Even hunger, that deadly Aoid to every thing that 
dls itfelf an Imperial foldier, they can fupport for a conAderji>le time. 
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My journey through the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auflria, confirmed an 
opinion I had long fince taken up in other countries, which is, that the inhabitants of the 
mountains are by no means as good foldiers as thofe who inhabit the plains. The Ty- 
rolefe, Carinthians, Ukranians, and Styrians, have as llron^ bodies as the Bohemians, 
but they are by no means as good foldiers as thefe, and without a doubt are the moft 
wretched of all the Emperor’s troops. Even in Switzerland, as I have heard from fome 
of the moft intelligent officers of the country, the Zurcbers, and that part of the inha- 
bitants of Berne, who live in the lower parts of the Canton, are infinitely better fol- 
diers than the Granbundlners, and other nations who inhabit the top of the Alps. The 
true reafon of this is no doubt to be fought for in the peculiar way of living of a moun- 
tainous people, which is too particular for them ever to be able jo change their way of 
life without fullering by if. 

All people likewil’c who live by paflurage, are known to be much weaker than thofe 
who live by agriculture, who are hardened by the weather and continual labour. The inha- 
bitants of mountains, who according to the teftimony of hiftory, are moftly herdfinen, 
defend their country with more perfevcrance than the inhabitants of plains, becaufe the 
property they have in it makes them fonder of it, and becaufc the defence of their almoft 
inaccefliblc pofteilions is naturally much eafier to them; but they are by no means as for- 
midable out of their own country, and they foon get the maladie du Pais^ whicli you 
know is fo common amongft the Swifs. 

'I'he conftitution and manners of the country contribute much to make the Bohcini- 
ans fuch foldiers as they are. The farmers live in a poverty which preferves them from 
effeminacy and luxury much more effectually than any pofitive fumptuary law could do. 
Befides this, the feudal flavery fyftem, which obtains here in the extreme, accuftoms them 
from their youth upwards to unconditional obedience, the great military virtue of our 
days. Their conftant labour and fcanty food renders them hardy, and, like the Spartans, 
tbfy find the foldier’s life fiir eafier than ploughing the fields of their mafters. 

It is inconceivable how a people in fuch a wretched fituation (liould poffefs fo many 
virtues as thefe do. They have given irrefragable proofs of their love of liberty, and in 
no city of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have 1 met with fo many true patriots as 
there are here. The Bohemian peafant is generally looked upon as ftupid and infenfible, 
but take them all together, they have a great deal of feeling and natural underftanding. 

1 have converfed with feveral of them, who lamented the horrors of their fituation in 
terms fufficiently exprefiive, and fpoke of the cruelty of their tyrants as it deferved to be 
fpoken of. They love the Emperor with a degree of enthufiafm, and are confident that 
he will break their chains. In the Hufiite war they gave proofs of courage which would 
Gbfeure all the famed deeds of the Helvetic one, if they were but half as well deferibed 
or fung as thefe have been : without any advantages of fituation, and on eVto ground, 
they have with a handful of men defeated bands far better armed, and far better difeU 
plined than themfelves. Their onfet was irrefiftible, and they would haye inevitably fe« 
cured that freedom to themfelves, fqr which they fought fo well, if towards the end of 
the war, diffenfions, moftly foftered bf the fpirit of party and prieftcraft that had arifen 
amongft themfelves, had not ruined them, and if they had not been betrayed by treaties 
with their enemies. 

I could not without the greateft commiferation look upon the handfome young £tr~ 
mers, who bare-footed, with .tom linen, and ftockings uncommonly tattered, and yet 
clean clothes, without neck-cloths, often without hats, were carrying corn or wood for 
their mafters to market. Their good appearance and cheerfulnefs .feemed to me but 
ffkfuited to their hard fortune. Oaeof them who carried my great coat (which I hadbrought 
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out with me for fear of rain, but could not wear on account of the heat) in his waggon 
during a three days journey I took on foot, to the pretty village of Brandeis, w'as the 
drolleft and beft young man in the world. He had nothing on but breeches and ftock. 
ings, but (hewed us with a kind of vanity, a fort of linen frock which was in the waggon, 
and which had almoft as many holes as threads in it. His (liirt was alinoft in pieces^ 
and yet he afiured me in his broken German, that he cared neither for wind nor wea- 
ther ; this led me into feveral philofophicai refleftions upon the luxury of my ufelefs 
great coat. My young man was all life and fpirits, and his good-looking legs and fun- 
burned face had almoft reconciled me to the llavery I had been fo angry with. Thought 
I to myfelf, luxury is generally complained of, and temperance and hardinefs recom- 
mended to the ftinner ; but is it poffible to prefcrve them from effeminacy and luxury, 
if you once open the door of riches to them ? On the other hand, the maftcr is obliged 
to fumiih his flave with neceffaries if he does not choofe to ruin himfelf ; and though 
the latter has no property, he is fure of never being expofed to beg his bread. No fit'e, 
no weather, no war can put him in a different fituation at the end of the year from what 
he was when he began it. In this manner I was going on *, but the thoughts that their 
hardinefs and frugality is no confequence of their own good will, and that they are no 
more in their mafter's eftimation than the cattle which plough the fields, broke off* at once 
the contrad I was making with flavery.-— In the mean time my fellow-traveller accom- 
panied my refledions with dancing and finging, and in the intervals talked to his two 
fine horfes, whofe wonderfully (leek Ikins were a ftrong contrail to his own mifeiablc 
clothing. He feemed to have a great love for the horfes, ftroked and patted them ; and 
yet they were not his, but belongs to a prelate whofe Have he was. For my part, brother, 
I have no good idea of a prelate who covers his horfes backs w'ith fine trappings, and fuf- 
fers his flaves to gG naked. But is a man to exped cot^Jiency in a prelate ? — My good 
young peafant gave me a proof of ftrength which aftoniAed me. Not far from the village 
where I intended to pafs the night, his fpirited horfes attempted to run away, but the 
waggon fell into a ditch, loft a wheel, and the horfes were forced to (land ftill. The 
young man lightened the hinder axle-tree, where the wheel had failed, and thought the 
horfes would do the reft, but the ditch was too deep ; I w'ould have allifted him, but he 
protefted highly againft it, and fetting himfelf with all his force to the waggon, in a mo- 
ment it was right again, without the horfes having done any thing. — He refufed the 
fmall prefent I would have made him, and as we went along, laughed at me whenever I 
talked of his miferable circumftances, and feemed to think it ftrange I Ihould imagine 
that he wanted any thing : poffibly his mailer makes up to him in good eating and drink- 
ing, whatj^ fuffers him to want in clothes. 

I faw|||||||||| where amon^ft the peafants excellent horfes. The Emperor and all the 
German jjPfPty have fumifhed their duds with Moldavian, Tartarian, and Tranfylva- 
nian flone 'torfes, which have much improved the breed. For a guilder any man may 
get his mare covered in the Imperial or noble duds. 

Bohemia furnilhes a great part of the horfes for . the dragoons, and the race becomes 
every day better and more numerous. '* 


LETTER XL. 


jPregaf, 


THIS is a very large town, it is above three miles long, and above two broad, but 
the TOpulation by ho means anfwers to the lize of the place. In feveral parts you feem 
as If you ware in a village. Near the bridge, which (lands at the upper part of the 

city. 
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city, the number of people is very great, but the further you go on from hence the more 
defolate you find every place. The number of inhabitants is about leventy tboufand, and 
there is about five thouiand houfes.— The bridge over the Moldau is feven hundred 
feet long; it is built of large free-done, and ornamented on both fideswith ftone ftatue» 
^ lirge as life, but not more than three of thefe are worth feeing. There are very few 
good buildings in this place, and almoll every thing looks very dirty. The royal caftle 
is a very large irregular building, but it is built on a hill which commands a very fine 
profpe£l over the whole city and country round. Not far from hence Hands the arch- 
bifhop’s houie, (a pretty modern building,) and the old cathedral, in which there are fome 
pieces of archite^ure which deferve to be feen ; they are the work of a celebrated Ger- 
man or Bohemian artift, whofe name T have forgotten. 

Though the city is in general ill built, the lituation of it is extremely fine. There is 
a better profpe^l from the bridge than I have feen in larger cities. The mafs of houfes 
rife like an amphitheatre to a conliderable height. To the right the hill rifes above 
them as far as the Imperial palace, ma|eHically fituated on* the top. To the left it is co- 
vered as far as the middle with beautiful gardens aud pleafure houfes, which have a fine 
effect, and form a moft extenfive and moH magnificent amphitheatre. 

From thefe gardens you command a very fine profpeft over the oppoiite part of the 
city. In the midll of the broad, but dry Moldau, there are two fmall illands, called 
Great and Little Venice, in which the inhabitants make pardes of pleafure. 

The people of this place enjoy fenfual pleafures more than thofe of Vienna, becaufe 
they know better how to connea mental enjoyments with them. The fociety I have 
lived in here, has proved fo good as to detain me a full fortnight longer than I intended. 

Free-mafonry fiourifhes extremely here, and fome perfons,amongf); whom Count R 

is one, doat on it to enthuliafm. The free-mafons in general do fo much good, parti- 
cularly by their ellablifhments for education, that it is impofiible the Emperor fhould be 
difpleafed with (hem. It is time to have done with illiberal prejudices againll an inllitu- 
tion which has done no harm to mankind, and has done it a great deal of good. 

The Bohemians, who addifl themfelves to the purfuit of the arts and fciences, gene- 
rally fpeaking, are very fuccefsful in them. They do not want genius, and have uncom- 
mon induilry. Their fondnefs for mufic is aftonilhing. I have heard feveral orcheftras 
here which equalled thofe of Paris in brilliancy of execution, and furpafied them in accu- 
racy and exa^nefs of harmony. Bohemian players on the horn and harp are to be met 
with throughout all Germany. As they always bring home great Aims of money, you 
feldom fee a mufician of this kind who has not travelled.. This paffion for mufic is ge- 
nerally attributed to the number of monafleries and cathedrals ; but the ^hedrals of 
Auftria and Ba\'aria, which are no lefs numerous, have no fuch eifefl; public 

talle of thofe countries. I Ihould therefore fuppofe, that the true reafonfHpi fought 
for in the cuiloms and natural genius of the people. Moft of the ftudehiiW the place 
are muficians, and begin very early in life to give ferenades aitd concerts in the fquares 
and public places of the city. 

The numerous garrifon which is cdnftantly kept here, contributes not a little to the 
livelinefs of this place ; there are about nine thoufand ihen conftantly quartered here. 
The fix regiments of grenadiers are the fineft body of infantry I have ever feen. ’fhe 
officers are excellent companions, and quitefree from thofe prejudices from which other 
bodies of men are not yet totally exempt.* 

The Jews make a confiderable part of the inhabitants of this place:; there are dtleaft 
nine or ten thoufand of them ; they have artifts and mechanics of their own religion, 
who live in the part of the Sown appropriated to them, ^ which is called thp Jews cily. 
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It is pleafant enough to walk through this part of the town, and fee their taylors and 
flioemakers at work in the middle or the ftreet. 'I’heir workmen are diflinguifhed from 
the Chriftian ones by their clownilhnefs apd dirt. 1 .im aftoniihed as often as I think, 
how little of what was peculiar to tbemfelves in their cuftoms, thefe people have loft by 
tjieir mixture with other nations: wherever I have feen them, excepting only in Hol- 
land, they are infinitely behind the Chrittians in every elegant refinement of life ; and 
that they are otherwife in Holland, may be owing to moft of tljofe who are fettled 
there having come chiefly from Portugal, where the pcrfecutions they arc expofed to 
compel them to alfimilate as much to Chriftians as pofliblc. At Prague they arc diftin- 
guifhed from the Chriftians by a yellow handkerchief, which they are obliged to wear 
round their arms. Their induftry is wonderful i in almoft every inn there is a Jew, 
who does the bufmefs of a houfe fervant ; he fills my fnuff-box, garters my ftockings, • 
does all the little matters I have occafion for; brufhes my fhoes, duffs my clothes, and 
is in every refpedf a valet de place^ excepting that he will take no money. He looks 
upon himfelf as extremely well paid for his trouble, by the gift of fome old^’-cbthes,. 
which he difpofes of again. Thefe fellows ferve many ftrangers on the fame terras, and 
content themfelves with what they can make by trucking and bartering among their 
own people, without afking any thing farther. If you give them fomething to drink 
befides they are very thankful, but 1 have never feen them troublefome with: their 
demands. 

What political inconfiftency !— The government of this place allows the Jews, the pro- 
feffed enemies of Chriftianity, freedom of thought, and liberty to ferve God in their own 
way, and refufes it to the Proteftants, who think as we do in all the fundamental points 
of religion ; wbilft a hoftile, deceitful, treacherous people, are maintained in the full 
pofTcflionof their rights and privileges } contracts have been repeatedly (1 do not fpeak 
only of what happened in former times, but under the laft goveniment) violated witb 
the Huflites. It is a remarkable phoenomenon, dear brother, in the hiftory of the hu- 
man underftanding, that while philofophers all contend, that tlie more alike men are, 
the more they love each other, in religion it fhould be quite different. Here the more 
likenefs the more hatred. A member of one of the great houles of this place, would 
ten times rather treat with a Jew than with a Lutheran, though the Lutheran’s religion 
and his own are fo nearly alike. In Holltmd the reformed are much more favourable 
to the Catholics than to the Lutherans, and the States General had much rather allow 
the former freedom of religion than the latter. The Anabaptifts and Cal vinifts hate 
each other much more than either of them do the Catholics, and fo, in fliort, you will 
find it univerfally, the nearer the religious fe£fs approach, the more they hate one 
another. , 

This citflhas neither an extenfive commerce nor any raanufaffory qf confequence. 
There has long been a projedf of rendering the Moldau navigable, but hitherto this 
court has not been difpo|ed to be at any expcnce for the public, and the thing cannot 
be done without a great expence. With us it would have been done long ago, as you 
know we have improvements, in companion of which, this is^ only child’s play. Were 
it once done, Prague would certainly gain a good deal by it ; but ftill a great deal more 
would be required, before commerce could flourilh here ; there are, indeed, many im- 
pediments to get over; amongft the principal one may be reckoned the pride of the 
nobility, who with the greateft part of the national means in their hands are aibamed of 
ttade; — -the bad educaiaon of the children, which, within thefe ten or fifteen years,* has 
^n entirely moakifh,.and by that means fitted them more for ftrenuous idlenefs than 
induftry; the iatplemuce of the regency. Such obftacles as thefe all Jofe'ph’s efforts 
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will hardly be fuiEcient entirely to remove. There is a foundation of Englilh, or rather, 
for fo they are called, of Irilh nuns here. Throughout all Germany you meet with 
Engliih, Scotch, and German nuns. It is generally* imagined, that moll of thefe femi* 
naries have been founded lince the reformation took place in England. But this is a 
miftake, and moft of them have probably fubfifted ever fince the time of Charlemagne, 
when Britain abounded in monks, and fumiihed Germany with them. An Englifii 
and Scotch nunnery founds as well in Germany as an Engliih and Scotch freemafon's 
lodge. ' 

This place abounds, like Vienna, in literati, who are content to ornament their rooms 
with the bulls, medals, prints, and profiles of learned men, but neither think nor wnte 
themfelves ; and only have their titles from their belonging to no other aflbciation of 
'men whatever: for it is here as at Vienna, whoever has neither military nor civil em- 
ployment, nor is profeffor, nor prieil, nor merchant, nor handycraftfman, nor manu- 
fa&urer, nor fervant, nor day-labourer, nor (-what in the catalogue palTes for a man) 
executioner, is a man of letters, whether he ftudies or not. In the general acceptation, 
a man of letters is only a negative quality. I am indeed acquainted with a few pojitive 
literati here, but their number, in comparifon of the negatives is very inconfiderable. 
The women of this place are handfome, and you may make love w'ith more eafe than at 
Vienna. 

By way of poftfcnpt to this letter, which mult dill wait ten days before it is iiniihed, I 
will give you a Ihort account of an expedition we took : We went poll as far as Konig- 
ingrafs ; there we took horfe, and made a fix days tour round by JarmerSi Neuftadt, 
Nacbodt Bramau^ &c. to the boders of Silefia, with the double purpofe of feeing the en- 
campments and fields of battle of the W'ar that took place two years ago, and of vifiting 
fome rich abbots houfes, in which my companions had friends. We'had an officer with 
us who commanded in both expeditions, and fucceeded very well. The marches and 
encampments did not intered me much, becaufe little was done in the war ; but I was 
extremely pleafed with our excurfions into the cloyders. 

My principal objeA was to fee the manners and way of life of Bohemian ecclefiadics 
upon the fpot, and I was richly rewarded. They are the mod determined epicureans, 
particularly the regular bodies of them, which I have yet met with any where. They 
want nothing in the convents, for the accomplidiment of all earthly gratifications, but a 
cloyder of nuns, made up of the msudens who do bufin'efs at Prague by night; fub Jove 
pJttvisy in triviis et qmdriviis. Whatever bad effe£l it might have in fome refped, the 
farmers and manufa£lurers who live in the nrighbourhood of the cloyders, and confider 
their wives as their property, would undoubtedly be pleafed with the arrangement. As 
things now are, the monks and half monks, to whom the villages round belong, appear 
like fo many hunters of women ; nor do I believe them very diffierent froih thofe old 
lords of manors, who ufed to claim the fird night’s podeffion of every woman married 
to one of their vadals ; it is at lead certain, that in every villas we went through, we 
found one or two them, who took no pains to conceal their brionging to the fraternity 
of jolly boys ; to know them thoroughly one ought to be acquainted with their fuperi- 
ors, who would, no doubt, fumiih good anecdotes for die fcandalous chronicle in 
fome convents we met with finging women. 

The lives of the regular bodies, and even of the Benedi^es, whofe abbot, or prelates 
has pot yet given up the pleafures of the world, is a perpetual caroufal, which is only 
interrupted by country walks, and certain dated belchings in church. They look upon 
chaunting the fervice as a kind of expe&oration ^ood for the lun^. 'One of them, for 
whom 1 exprefled fome concern, on fedng him eat immenfe quantim of eggs, butter, tta 
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on a falling day, faid in a jefting way, pfliaw, pfhaw, it will all come up again at after- 
noon fervice.** 

My companions being defirous to fliew me a very wonderful natural curiofity, we took 
our way by Trautenau for this purpofe. About three miles from this city the finelt 
profpeft offered itfelf to our eyes that can be conceived. 

Near a village, whofe name I have forgotten, we beheld on a fudden a great number 
of high towers, feveral of which in many places were in regular rows, but moft of them 
lay difperfed in an extraordinary manner. We walked near a mile as if in a kind of 
labyrinth, encoinpafled with thefe towers on each fide, and there was no end of my 
affonilhment. Moft of thefe are from fixty to feventy feet high, and fome from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty. When you view them obliquely their fummits form 
a kind of waving line, like the back of a hill, which rifes and finte again. They are 
all formed of a hard quarry ftone, and would give Mr. Buffbn much food for thought. 
Nature has for the moft part lhaped them into more or lefs regular fquares ; they are 
commonly taken for the Ikeletons of a hill, through which the water has made its way. 
I'his opinion feems to merit attention ; but if it be a true one, and other hills have alio 
tluir Ikeletons, it will (hake hard upon Buffbn’s fyftem ; for he probably confiders the 
maffes, of which thefe towers confift, as large maffes of ftone body, chalk and earth, 
which are jumbled together and have different degrees of hardnefs. 

From hence we took our way back to Freiheit, and began to afeend the Rei/enge- 
bergs ; this hill, though very famous in Bohemia, is really no more than a mole hill, in 
coniparifon of the Savoyard and Swils Alps, or even of the Tyrol, Saltzburg, and Stirian 
hills. We paff*ed over the fiimous Snowbead^ which is the higheft part of thefe moon* 
tains. Some perfons fay, that it is twenty thoufand feet high ; but I think I may ven- 
ture to aflert, that it is not above eight thoufand, for Mount St. Gothard in Switzer- 
land, is by no means one of the higheft of the Alps, and its elevation above the Mediter- 
ranean is not above thirteen thoufand feet, and yet there is eternal ice and fnow on its 
fummit ; whereas here we faw no veftige of ice or fnow, though the fummer is not yet 
much advanced. We were not above three hours in getting to the top on foot. The 
profpefk of the great mountains at our feet, and into Bohemia and Silefia, was ftriking 
and magnificent. On the top of the hill there is a plain with a chapel on it, which is 
vifited by pious people once a year. 

The perfons who live at any diftance from thefe hills, look upon it as a kind of won- 
der when any perfon goes to the top of them, and yet I afeended feveral in other parts 
of Germany, whofe diftance from the bottom is much greater, and whofe elevation above 
the Mediterranean is as great again. 

Though I was difappointed in my expedations of a great mountain, by finding only 
a hill of a moderate fize, I was extremely pleafed with my journey upon the whole. We 
faw the moft romantic landfcapes it is poffible to imagine, particularly feveral vallies be- 
low the Schmeekopp, which were wonderfully pi£lurefque. Moft of the hills are covered 
with wood, and now and then a ragged peak ftarts up above jthem. The well watered 
plains are extremely well cultivated ; and, upon fhe whole, the inhabitants feem to be 
in better circumftances than thofe of the level plains of Bohemia. 

LETTER XLI. 

Dear Brother, ' Drefderu 

1 HAVE at onee got into an entirely new world. As foon as you have pa&d the 
confines of Bohemia, which are diftingnilhed by a painted brick poft ten feet high, with 

the 
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♦he arms of the conntry on it ; you meet with an entirely different agriculture* a differ* 
cut people, and a different language. I now, for the firfl; time. Heard the common 
people fpeak intelligible German, for throughout Bavaria, Suabia, and Auftria, they 
fpeak a jargon, which a man, who has learned the language of a language-mailer, has 
the utmoil difficulty to underiland. I am now, for the firft time, really in Germany ; 
only a very Imall part of the country I have hitherto travelled through, to wit, the fmall 
llr^j of land which is betwixt the Danube and the Rliine in Suabia,i made part of that 
old Germany, the inhabitants of which were fo formidable to the Romans ; the remain- 
der is all conquered country, which at that time was called Vindelicia, Rhaetia, and 
Pannonia. In the times of Pepin and Charlemagne the limits of Germany were con- 
fined even on this fide; for as the Sclavonians had before driven the Burgundians, Sua- 
hians, and other German nations over the Elbe, thefe now poffeffed themfelves of their 
habitations, and drove the inhabitants of Germany, who lived in the di(lrl£ls of Mentz 
and Rheims, into Gaul. The nations were like a row of balls, the'moff eaftem of 
which was ftruck and drove the others forward in fucceffion. In modern times, that is, 
ever fince Luther, Saxony has been looked on as one of the firfl: provinces of Germany, 
in every fenfc of the word. In regard to literature particularly, the Saxons were to the 
reft of the Germans, what the Florentines were fome centuries ago to the other people 

4 )f . But 1 am going too fad, you (hall know all this in due time ; I muft 

firft tell you how I got here, and what was the face of the country through which I 
came. 

The part of Bohemia, through which our way from Prague hither lay, feems infi- 
nitely richer and more beautiful than that betwixt Prague and Auflria. The agricul- 
ture, like the country itfelf, is more varied, the people live clofer together and feem to 
fie happier. Dills, woods, plains, and vales, form an agreeable contrail with each other-, 
and .the vine, which is not to be feen elfewhere on this fide Prague, here covers the 
iides of the hills. 

We faw the well wooded peak of the Ertzgiberge^ the highell fummit of which parts 
Saxony and Bohemia. Thefe hills are but of a very moderate height, and if they make 
a refpedable appearance here, it is only becaufc, from hence to the mouth of the Elbe 
.and the eaftern fea, there is no other remarkable hill to be feen. The people who come 
up here from the low lands, and for the firft time of their lives fee a hill which deferves 
4the name, make a great Ihout, and think that thev have feen the pedeftal of heaven ; 
juft fo in Bohemia, the Riefengeberge is indibted tor its reputation to the fmall notion 
which thofe who have brought it into repute have of hills ; and thus it may formerly 
have been with Atlas, Olympus, Othos, Parnalfus, and the other hills fo noted in 
hiftory. 

Moore, who travelled this road before me,, afferts that there is a great difference in 
point of natural fertility, betwixt the borders of Saxony and the borders of Bohemia, 
to the advantage of the former ; I have found the direft contrary. It is certain, that 
the foil of Bohemia is by nature much richer than any part of Saxony, which it fupplies 
-with great part of its provifions. H’he circle of Xeutineriffer in particular, through 
whicii the common road paffes, is uncommonly productive, nor is there any part of Sax- 
ony that can bear a comparifon with it ; but then, on the other hand, the improved 
ftate of agriculture is vifible, as foon as you fet your feet on Saxon ground. One need 
only lode round to be convinced that the conftitution of Saxony is infinitely more fa- 
vourable to iiiduftry and agriculture than that of Bohemia. The Saxon farmer Ihows 
snore uuderftanding and refledion in the management of his land than the Bohemian 
one dues, and every thing about him attefts that he is no Have, 
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ItudbiMR^ir 4 |ial man flMfe m Vienna^ and the e^e is quhc djtWM^hsith 
' ind* tnagoiifieeMllH^^raBce of btidge over the Elbe. This riv^rj # 1111 ^^ 
ibiha^^tance from th^ is cohhned vrithfo very narrow bounds* widens by degrees 
approach* and here a powerful Afeam* twich befp/nik^ all the magtuAceuce of 
(he town and ftate. The hills oppoAte to die La-wfnifj have a moft magntficenr appear- 
ance^and the mountains on both (ides the river* partly naked and partly planted with 
’ trint^ards, form an uncommonly beautiful pcrfpeftive. 

'The manners and way-of living of thefe people is as oppofite to what I have hitherto 
feen In Crcrmany, as the beauty of thefo ftroct;, and the tafte difplayed in the buildings, 
is diAerent from Sualya, Bavaria, Aufliia, and Bohemia. Finer flnpcs, more animated 
coubtcnancds, eaOt»r and Icfs conltrained motions, general courtefy, univerfal ctcanlmelii* 
are the features which immediately odci themfelvcs to obfervation* and muAftrike every 
one who comes into this country by the fame route which I purfued. 

It was in an Unfortunate moment that the fofliHcations about this town were filritbl^* 
but it is more unfortunate (lili, that inAcad of pulling them entirely down, thofe whojj^ 
concerned are at this inAant employed in repairing them. Commanded as this city ^ 
from every fide, and with no reafonable expectations, in its prefent fituation, of t6*?e|r 
being abli to preferve a neutrality on the breaking out of any war betwixt the King of 
Pruflia and the AuArians, it is more than any other in danger of being plundered and 
laid waAe. Indeed one would have imagined that the devaAations of the years 1758 
and 1760, were Aill frefh enough in every man’s memory to have been a warning to 
the regency. • 

iTie town does not feem to be peopled in proportion to the quantity of ground it 
Hands on. The number of inhabitants is generally eAimated’at fifty thoufand* which 
many think too high. The fad is, that it has loA a third of its inhabitants lince the 
breaking out>of die laA Siiefian war* and the death of King AuguAus. 

The urangers who knew this city before this asra, cannot fay enough of the diAotcence 
there now is* a difference not fo much arifing from the misfortunes of war* as from the 
oecOnomy of the coust, which has followed clofe on the diifipation of other times. In 
the late Eledor’s time* this court was perhaps the inoft brilliant in Europe. The court 
band of mufic, the opera* and the dancers alone* were fuppofed to coA the Eledor an* 
Dually 300,000 Saxon guilders* or uptUrds of 780,000 French livres. His table, his 
ftabl^ and his hunters, were all in the famo ffyle of expence. Strangers ufed to flow 
hither from all countries* to be partakers In this magnificence* and Drefden wisajthOreti* 
dexvotis of the north for taAe and refined living. The numerous followers of the court* 
and the great number of Arangers, occafion^d a very extenfive ckculatum of money* 
and made all the arts Slive.^ In the,midA of this profofion debts were contraded* but 
they gave the Eleddr littk concern, as is evident from the following anecdote. One 
ifignt kt'the opera^ having a fire>woi 4 t* winch was part of the dedoradon of a temple^ 
tod aibd' to 00 A fovbral hundred thalers, he called for hiji chamberhtin, and defifod ,to 
know feafem df the omiffion } the chamberlaifi told him, that the h^hc^ jMlsand 
godth^ XmtA'for this night be contented with a fire of twenty or thirty as 

there wne no money leA m the treafury tt; pay for any thing more 'Hite 

Eiedor wii compellod to acqulefce for the moment* as it wss fob'latd do 

other«!lH^'%a 4 m,gave ftfid orders* that in die next ieprareiit#8olt*'iu^ 
eeedh^ hf thahde flmnld be tmrnt ont> ^ h emffH ill moniited 

on this fiw is fddbm poihdSld of a firln and found governmdtt. 
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The minivers were dazzled, like the Elector, with outfideihewandipleadourf .. ^er 
wanted to give themfelves air$ of confequence, . atul embarked in.enteiptizesto .which 
the impoveiifhed ilate of the count|^ was not equal ; the refult was, that they got into: 
a confuiiqn which prevented them from knowing either their own ftrength, or that of 
the other powers they had to contend with. Univerfal diflipation produced falfehood, 
treachery, and every other vice ; the moft important ports were fold or given to flattery 
and intrigue ; one was made a privy>counfellor, becaufe he danced well, and another a 
general, becaufe he could blow the flute. I need not add, that women are ultimately 
the grand movers of the politics of fuch a court. 

It is generally. agreed on, that the Elector himfelfJoved fliew and expence more than 
he did women ; but the fcandalous chronicle of his court goes beyond all that has ever 
been heard of the kind, and his love of fliew encouraged, at lead, if it did not produce,, 
the diflblutenefs of his fubjeds. Amidrt the intoxication of profperity, the minifter 
adopted a plan of operations it was impoflible he Ihould fee the end of, and which left" 
him at the diferetion of the more powerful monarch, with whom he entered into a 
league againft a dangerous neighbour. This was probably one of the moft impolitic 
treaties which hiftory has to recount. The Saxons entered into an alliance with Ruflla, 
which was fo formidable to Poland; they attached themfelves to Auftria, which without 
them was ftronger than the King of Pruflia ; and they endeavoured to weaken the 
power of this laft named monarch, who was able to maintain the balance of power in 
Germany. In all thefe three things they broke through the ftrft maxim of a nation, 
which is in the midft of others, never to take the part of the ftrongeft, but always that 
of the weakeft. A minifter whofe preparatives were fo weak, could not be expefted 
to do much when he came, to aftion. The King of Pruflia fell upon the country as 
Charles XII. had fallen upon Poland, under Auguftus the Second. The army, which 
was feventeen thoufand men ftrong, and which was expefted to do fuch mighty things, 
furrendered without ftriking a ftroke, and no wonder, for fome of the colonels were 
eunuchs. 

This total rout by degrees waked the genius of Saxony from his flumbers ; all the 
gentry of the country, excepting only the creatures of the minifter, were in a flame ; 
and now there was a chorus of creditors and complainants of all^ orders, who made a 
horrid diffonance with the Bacchanalian revels of former days. 

All the world gave the country over for loft, nor could it have been faved but for 
the free courfe given to the extraordinary fpiri%of frugality and induftry, which marks 
the people ; and for a minifter, who was as adlive'and patriotic as the other had been 
diflbliite and cowardly. In one of my future lett'ers 1 will give you an exadf account of 
the prefent ftate of the country. 

One of the wonders which makes the moft noife here, is the celebrated green ’vault, 
or private treafury in the eledoral palace. You would naturally imagine they would 
be my of fliewing it to ftrangers, till what was carried to Holland and fold there during 
the lart Silefian war was replaced ; no fuch thing, they made no difliculties whatever, 
but the man who fliewed it me, and two^'Ruflian noblemen in my company, afliired in.e, 
that things were exadlly in Jlatu quo. The colledion, after all, is Hill admirable ; -I am 
however of opinion, that the treafures of Vienna and Munich are bu^ little inferior ; 
and I atr> much deceived, if thofe of fome' cathedrals I have feen are not fully equal. 
The pifture gallery, the colledion of antiques, the prints, and the cqlledion pf nature 
hiftory, are much greater obje&s of curioflty, in my eyes, than the The 

pidure gallery is the moft reinark^le in Europe; befides the pidures in waterrcolours, 
it contains twelve hundred pieces of the beft mafters, Arpongft them, is. the famous 

12 birth 
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birth of Cht^» commonly cRlled The Nativity^ by Corregio, which paffes for the bed 
Work of that tnafter ; it coft above hdf a million of Hvres. Some perfons, however, 
prefer The Si. George, likewife by Corregio } this ought properly to be called The Vir- 
pn^ for {he is the principal figure in the piece, and the St. George, with other faints, is 
ilanding about her. The gallery contains feveral p>ieces by Carrachi, amongft which is 
bis bed work ; it is a St. Roch giving alms ; this -pidure is known in Italy by the name 
of Opera delP Elmojtna. * 


I,ETTER XLII. 

Drcfden. 

THE longer I day here, my deared brother, the more I think myfelf at home ; the 
manners, way of living, amufements, converfation, and in fhort, all that belongs to the 
inhabitants of this place^ make me think myfelf at Paris. I only widi that our ladies, 
both married and unmarried, were as frefh and Rs handfomc as the ladies of this place 
are. I recoiled that an-Audrian lady made the following anfwer to a gentleman who 
was extolling the Saxon women in her company. ** Give us only,*’ faid flic, ** as 
handfome and drong-built men, as the Saxons are, and we will take care of the red.” 

Eating and drinking do not go forwards here quite fo brilkly as in the fouthern parts 
of Germany; in this refpeft, indeed, the difference betwixt the Saxons and Germans I 
have hitherto lived with is total. The broth here is fo thin, the cookery fometimes fo 
cold, and always fo flendcr, that I do not believe an inhabitant of Vienna could make 
fhift to live a month with a family in the middling ranks of life here. Indeed I have 
had occafion to obferve, even in the very bed houl’es, an attention to the cellar and kit- 
chen, which in Audria and Bavaria would pafs for poverty. 

This rigid (Economy extends to every article of houfekeeping. The only appearance 
of expence is in the article of drefs ; this, indeed, is carried farther here than it is in the 
ibuth of Germany. Ever)' perfon in the middling rank of life, I might add in the lower 
ones too, men as well as women, drefs according to the fafliion; whereas at Vienna, 
Munich, and other places I have vifited, there is a kind of national drefs, which perfons 
even of a better kind conform to. 

I lodge at a watchmaker’s, whofe two daughters have their regular toilettes^ and have 
their hair dreffed every day ; on the other hand, they content themfelves with a flice of 
bread and butter, or bread and cheefe forfupper, which I often partake of with them. 
There are hardly three noblemen’s houfes here which have ftables with twenty horfes in 
them ; and porters, valets de chambre^ See. which make fo great an object at Vienna, are 
very ^arce. It is true, they call a footman here valet de chamhrcy as they do at Paris, 
but the wages of a Vienna valet de chambre are twice as high as thofe of a Drelden one, 
though living at Vienna is as cheap again. Here the women are not afliamed go 
into their kitchens, tell out their candles and bits of candles, and calculate how long 
they will bum In a word, excepting only the article of drefs, every thing is in a ftyle 
of tne (Irifleft oeconomy. 

There are very few rich people here ; hardly any of the nobility have more than 
30,000 florins a year, and moft of the heft houfes have only from 15 to ao,ooo. As to 
the common people, they are^always crying out on the want of money, the deamefs of 
provifions, and the little that is to be got here by induftry ; and, if they cqmpare things 
as they are now, with <vhat they were under the late Eleftor, they liave (^rtainly Tome 
reafon for their Complaints, but I know no city in Germany, where^^here is fuch a 
general appearance of eafe and plenty as there is here; extreme poverty* is as rare as 
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overgrown fortunes. The money in circulation is for the mpft part throwit into motion 
by the induftry of the people, a thing which, m^ than anything elfe, dillin^^i^this, 
place from Vienna and Munich, which fubfiit only by the cxpcnces of the court, and the 
vices of the nobility. ^ ^ 

This fingle town contains more manufa&urers and ufeful artids than all Bavaria. 
They make a large quaiidty of fergesj woollen, and filk cloths, &c. with which they 
carry on a great trade all through Germany. As the money is got by fuch hard labour 
it is not matter of w'onder that they ftiould be fparing of it. 

^ The circumftances which the country was in during the reign of the late Ele&or, are 
by no means the mod favourable to political prolperity. They remind one, of a body 
which takes too much food and too little exercife, for the fluids to be equally diflributed 
through the fcveral canals. Some of the inhabitants of .the place with whom I »have 
talked on the fubjedt, have been forced to allow, that even during the time in w'hich 
the court was in its greateft fplendour, there was much more poverty amongfl the lower 
claffes than there is at prefent. The prodigality of the highei*orders had tainted their 
inferiors, and the eafe with which it was to be got leflened the value of money in the 
eyes of the pofleffors. The greateft part of it went to foreigners, without firft circu- 
lating,* as it fhould have done, antongft the natives. Flatterers, pimps, whores, pro- 
jeftors, dancers, fingers, and the like, divided the booty of the court amongft them, and 
carried the greateft part of it out of the<ountry j only thofe who were near the court 
partook ip any confiderable degree of the fpoils ; the remainder was loft in fo many nar- 
row channels, that the greateft part of the people never got a (hare of it. ^Indeed Munich 
is a vifible inftance in our own day how' little even the moft unlimited paflion of a court 
for pleafure and expence can contribute to the well-being and true happinefs of the in- 
habitants of a great city. 1 am ready, however, to allow that there is lefs mirth here 
than there was formerly ; at leaft it is certain that the natural good humour and jo- 
vially, which nature has given to thefc people, is^ften clouded over with a certain me- 
lancholy ; this may be occafioned, .ns at Paris, by the recolledion of their great debts, 
but I rather think it is owing to their uncommon and extraordinary oeconomy, and the 
reftraint this throws on the freedom of their minds. It is, ho.wcver, certainly in confe- 
quence of this provident caft, that there is more true pleafure tp be met with here than 
in any town of Germany I have hitherto vifited. The people of Vienna and Munich 
know no other delight than to fill their paunches, divert thcmfelves with the nonfenfe of 
a harlequin, and play at nine pins. All the gardens of the inns of Vienna are laid out 
in bowling-greeais j I reckoned twenty of them in one garden. Here they know hoW 
to mix intellectual pleafures with fenfual ones. They, like us, are in the habit of making 
i'mall country parties, and have a tafte for the various beauties of nature ; even amongft 
the middling ranks there is a tafte for the fine arts, and reading is almoft univA'fal ; 
nor^^ the latter, as in the fouthern parts of Germany, confined within the narrow 
bounds of plays and romances, but it extends to good books, of hiftory, morality, and 
other important fubjeCts. The fociety of nobles have a reader with a title and appoint- 
ments. I think Mr. Pilati’s obfervatidh of the difference there is betwixt the Proteftaht 
and Catholic parts of Germany in this refpeCt a very juft one : ho fays, that the young 
men of twenty in the former know more than many old literati by proffffion do in the 
latter. The difference ftruck me fo much that 1 felt as if 1 had juft come out of Spain 
into.France. All that they are endeavouring with fo much clatter to introduce into the 
fchools of Vienna, Teems to have been done here fome generations ago. A few days 
fince, 1 vifited a fchool ina village at a little diftance from the town^ ahd found more 
ordex and real inftruCtion in it than in the bell fchools at Vienna. The moft ordinary 
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people faei^ .dirplay in evety thin^ a luce acquaintance with whatever regards good man- 
new, and the conduft of focial life. In the iauthem parts of the country, excepting 
oiily a fmall ftrip of Suabia, a common ddzen is a Granger in^hisown circle,, and thinks 
of nothing In the couffe of the week but bow to guttle on the Sunday. 

The contrail betwixt the d^omen of the two countries is equally llriking. Thqfe of 
the fouthern parts of Germany have nothing but their beauty, but thefe have beauty 
and animation too. They appear, however, foon to fade, and 1 faw few women pall 
thirty, in whom the marks of old age were not apparent. Poflibly this may be owing 
in fome degree to their extreme vivacity ; but I Ihould rather thiuk it owing to the llen- 
der nourilhment, joined to their great labour and the weight of their doraeftic cares. 
The Bavarian women perhaps excel thofe of Drefden in complexion, but the latter are 
much better made, and their countenances are much more interelling. . 

The theatres here are in the fame Hate as all other public amufements which require 
expence. The inhabitants are too oeconomical to pay for an entertainment, which the 
court formerly gave them for nothing, and the lofs of w'hich is eafily made up for by the 
charms of their private focieties. A few years ago, there was one of the belt company 
of comedians in all Germany here ; the manager, Mr. Seiler, had no fettled abode, but 
ufed to vifit the fdr of Leipfick, and the other neighbouring cities, where he got toge- 
ther all the aftors ne could pick up from different parts of the world, fo that his com- 
pany was at one time fevcnty-feven perfons Hrong. He gave uncommon falaries for 
the mailer of a llrolling company to give. Madam Helmett, one of the belt fingers in 
Germany, and #ow firll finger to the court of Mentz, had aooo thalers, near 400I. a 
year from him ; at that time, however, he could eafily afford to do thefe things, as no 
people in Germany were more attached to theatrical amufements than the people of 
Leipfick and thole of Drefden. But thefe times are gone by, and. their being fo con- 
vinces me that the people of this place have founder heads than thofe of Viemia, Mu- 
nich, and other places. Mr. Seile^j^s latterly met with fo little encouragement here, 
that after having contrafled debt upOh debt, and tried his fortune on the Rhine, in the 
end he is become a bankrupt. At prefent the court has a national theatre on the fame 
plan with that of Vienna} that is, it pays the expences and takes the receipts ; thefe 
lall, however, are not very confiderable, owing to the frugality of the people, fo that it 
is protiiible this theatre will ceale as the court theatre did at the beginning of the Bava- 
rian war. Private theatres, efpecially thofe where children are the adors, flourifli much 
more here than the national one does. 

One of the molt honourable and beautiful charafterjHics which dillinguilhes the Sax- 
ons from the inhabitants of the Ibuth of Germany, is their warm attachment for their 
native country, and the interell they take in every thing that relates to it; even far down 
in the middling ranks, every body here feeras acquainted with the circumltances of both 
court and country : it was here that I heard, for the firil time, the words my country pro- 
nounce with energy, and a kind of intelligent and honourable pride. The ladies of tfie 
place life their gallantry as ours do, as a fpur to make the men do their duty ; they bear 
a lhare in converfation on war, treaties, and every bdfmefs of Hate ; they love their of- 
ficers and foldiers, and fpeak with pleafure of the adions in which tliey have dillinguilh- 
ed themfelves. The younger officers recommend ihemlelves to them by airuming a 
military air, which in my opinion is unbecoming. Whenever they happen to mention 
the miniHerswho betrayed their coimiry, it is always with contempt and abhorrenpe. — 
Though the Kin^ of Pruffia has not done much to gain their «lfec\ions, they fpeak with 
wonder of his great adions, and think with all mankind, that it would have been better 
for all parties it they had attached themfelves to him, inlleadof uniting with the AuHri-' 
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ans, towards whom, the perfon of the Emperor alone excepted, every body (hews great 
animofity, notwithftanding all that the country has fuSer^ from the King of Pruilia. 
In a word, brother, it is 2(S if t was at home, where a participation in the common in* 
-terefts of the country animates every fociety, and is the life and. foul of all eftinpany. 

The Saxon troops have a very martial appearance ; they are not, however, fo well difei- 
plined as the Auftrian or Pruflian ones, nbr yet fo ftifF ; they are like the Englifli, who are 
only foldiers when they are in adllon, and do not trouble themfelves much about the bufi- 
nefs at other times. They are as brave as any thing you can call brave, but at this time 
of day bravery alone is not fufficient. They tell you a rtory of them which would appear 
ridiculous, perhaps, in the eyes of a Pruillan or Auftrian commander, but which muft 
recommend them to a friend of human nature, and a citizen of the world. The officers 
of a Saxon regiment of dragoons, which made part of the army that fought againft 
Prince Henry of Pruffia in Bohemia, took an oziYi^fub dio^ that they would put to death 
any of their number who fhould run away in action. 

Of late there is a projeft fet on foot to put the army, which confifts of twenty-five 
ithoufand men, upon the fame footing as the Pruftian one, but hitherto the reform has 
not gone very deep ; and, for my own part I believe it to be as mad a fehetne as it would 
be to attempt making an Englifh army adopt Pruflian tactics. 


LETTER XLIII. 

Drefclen, 

IT is owing to the conftitution of the country, that the Saxons are poffefl'ed of a quite 
^lifferent fpirit from that of the Bavarians or Auftrians. The power of the Eleftor is 
snore limited than that of any other fovereign in Germany. The Saxon ftates have had 
fpirit enough to maintain themfelves in the poffelSpn of their rights, which moft of the 
ftates belonging to the other countries have loft more through their own negligence and 
cowardice than by the defpotifm of the princes. 

The court cannot make the fmalleft law without the confent of the ftates ; thefe are 
made up of three orders, the abbots of Merjehur%^ and Namburgt as reprefen- 

tatives of the clergy ; the count Schwartzburgi Splmtf Stollburgt and Schovd/urgy as the 
reprefentatives of the higher nobility, and the univerfities of Leipfick, and Wirtemberg, 
compofe the firft; thefecond confifls of the gentry belonging to the feven circles of the 
empire j the number of thefe is uncertain, A member of this body, befides eight quar. 
iers of nobility on the fide of both father and mother, muft poflefs a freehold eftate ; 
but if, which is often the cafe, he has even three or four of them, he has only a Angle 
vote } fo that the exercife of the ofiice is more attached to the perfon than the property. 
The reprefentatives of the towns, in number one hundred and two, from the third or- 
der. The general aflemblies meet only every fix years, but there is a deputation^ which 
commonly aflembles every two years, tq confider of all the extraordinary cafes that come 
before it, 'I hefe ftates do not only dired the levy of taxes, and attend to the payment 
<»f debts, but they watch o\ar fidei commifa^ the maintenance of the eftabliflied religion, 
the non-alienation of the eledloral lands, and various other matters. The conftitution of 
the Laivfnifs is the fame in every refped. 

'rhe payment of the debts is what gives them the moft employment } the whole of 
thefe amount to «6, 000,000 of thalers, of Saxon money, or fometbing more than 
^,600,000 pounds. They pay every year about 1,200,000 guilders, or 154,100 
pounds. 
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If yo« add to this, three and a half per cent, of intereft, it will be a long time before 
the debt is paid. ^ ^ * 

But notwithllanding this, the ftatd treafury is in very good credit, as it is fecure fronv 
all manctuvres of the court, and diftinguiihed by the moft exaft rectitude ; when the 
country was almoft exhaufted by the dillreffes of the laft war, and its credit much im- 
paired, the bills fell confiderably j this gave rife to the fpeculations of fome foreign and 
domcilic merchants, who bought up the bills at a low price. 'I'hree years, however, 
were not elapfed before it became vifible that the country had fufiicient refources, and 
the paper role to its original value. Moft of the fpcculators gained from 50 to 60 per 
cent. The wonderful alteration ftruck the merchants of Hamburg, Lubeck, Bremen, 
and Holland, and the ftates proceeded to pay the remainder of tlic debts, which by this- 
manoeuvre have been already in a great degree difeh^rged by their liibjcds. 

The revenue of the country amounts to about 6,200,000 thalers, or about 620,000 
pounds. The taxes are all appropriated by the ftates to fpecific purpofes ; nor can the 
Eleftor make any alteration in the deftination of them without their confent. He has- 
his own privy purfe, to the fupply- of which particular revenues are alfo appropriated* 
The ftates have agreed, that the army Ihall be increaled in the fame proportion as the 
debts leflen. Each prince of the blood has a revenue of 50,000 thalers, or about 5000I. 
which, as the prefent family is exceeding numerous, is a confiderable article. The Im- 
perial court confidered it as a great aft of condefeenfion, to lufter a Saxon prince of this 
court to marry the Archduchefs Chriftina; but the Saxons tell you, that^ great as the 
honour was, it would have been ftill greater if the magnificence of the Imperial court 
had enabled the Duke of Saxe Tefchen to do without this allowance. 

There are few countries in Germany, which, in proportion to the fize of it, produce 
ai good a revenue as Saxony. It is true that the taxes are very high, but there are few 
other countries who have ftrength enough to bear fuch ; and as the exchequer is in the 
hands of true patriots, and effeftually fecured againft any attempts of the court, what is 
paid is fare to be employed to the bw advantage of the country. 

There is nothing more ftriking in the political world, than the difFerenee betwixt Ba- 
varia and Saxony, Both countries are of an equal fize, and enjoy an equal number of 
natural advantages. Both have alfo a conftitution, only the Bavarians have of late years 
fold, and even paid away their privileges ; both arc parts of a circle, and yet the firft 
contains eighteen large, and two hundred and fix fmall towns ; whereas the latter has 
only forty in all, amongft which there is not one, Munich only excepted, that is to be 
compared, I do not fay in riches, but in population, with the fmalleft of the eighteen 
Saxon towns; and there are at leaft fifty out of the two hundred and fix fmall Saxon 
towns, which are richer than the richeft of the Bavarian ones. Saxony has one million • 
nine hundred thoufand ; Bavaria, one million one hundred and eighty thoufand inhabi- 
tants. The firft raifes above eleven million of guilders ; the latter not more than fix 
millions. Saxony has a mlich greater debt,' but the debt is in liie way to be paid, and 
the CQuntry was able to raife twenty thoufand men <0 join^'^he Prullian army in refeuing 
Bavaria from the Houfe of Auftria ; whilft Bavaria could only raife’ fix thoufand men, 
in order to have the appearance of entering a proteftation againft the Auftrian preten- 
fions, and its debts remain unpaid. 

It is not uncommon in Germany to aferibe thefe political difterences to the difterence 
of religion ; hut why then does not the fame religion produce the fame effefts in Rrance, 
Tufeany, Genoa, V^ice, the Imperial Netherlands, and Auftria, all which are flourilh- 
ing countries, notwithffanding that the inhabitants are not Proteftants ? Shall we fay, 
that the catholicifm of Bavaria is of a better kind for the purpofes of theology, and 
of a worfe for tbofe of politics j or that the fault lies chiefly in the government, which has 
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th^fame influence on religion as the air has on the barometer ? Religiojif ehthufiaffm is 
nor of itfelf hurtful to iriduftfy and focial virtues, as is evident by the eitatnpfle' of the 
Englilh independants, and Quakers, who are aftive and alert enough, notwithftahding 
their religious creed. No religion necefiarily requires a corruption of manners, Wah- 
tonnefs, or Jazinefs. When, therefore, a religion proves hurtful to the flare, it arif^ 
from the mode of education, the manneit:, the government, and other local circuni- 
fiances. Under a weak adininiflration religion breaks out into abufe, from the interefted 
views of its miniflers, and the folly and flupidity of the people ; but every other human 
inflitution does' the fame ; fo that I believe every religion, like every government, to be 
good, wljen it is well adminiftered. A wife and efficient regency is omnipotent ; and 
the example of Peter the Great has fhewn clearly enough, that a wife man may make 
every religion contribute to render a ftate flourilhing. With refpefl: to opinions, the 
religion of the multitude is nearly alike in all places. It almoft uiiiverfally coTififls in a 
blind fubmiffion to the authority of the priefl. I have fecn enough to convince ii;s of 
this, in feme Proteftant countries, which pafs for the mofl enlightened in religious mat- 
ters. The great difference betwixt mankind, that by which i'ome are made good and 
others bad citizens, depends upon the morals, which are a confequeneb of the education, 
and with which religious have little to do. I fhall make you underftand my 

fentiments on this fubjed better in my next letter, in which I mean to fay fomething of 
the reformation, but, in the mean time, 1 cannot help communicating fome remarks I 
have made upon the fubjed in my journey through Germany, as they ferve toillullrate 
my pofiiion. 

In almoft all the Catholic ftates I have travelled through, I have met with Italians who 
were moft of them in affluence. All thefe came beggars into Germany, and have made 
their fortunes in a foreign country, without any domeftic afliflance whatfoever. It is not 
more than thirty or forty years ago, that almoft ail the rich inerchants in the middling 
and leSer ftates of Germany were Italians. I think this fufficient to prove, that the in- 
duftry and frugality by w'hich thefe people have made their fortunes, are no attributes of 
a particular mode of religion, but arife frpm circutnftances in the local charader, which 
moftly takes its colour from education. The frugal, deep-thinking and induftrious 
Waljhes have capital fufficient in their charader, eafily to gain an advantage in the ma- 
nagement of worldly matters, over the lazy, diffipated, and ftupid German Roman 
Catholics, though the religion of both be the fame. T have fpoken with fome of thefe 
Italian who complained bitterly, that it was much more difficult to make a for- 
tune in Germany now than it had formerly been. No doubt but that this is owing to a 
much better mode of education having been introduced by the government amongft the 
people with whom they have to do. Is there any man who is not aftonifhed at the different 
degrees of induftry which prevail among the Italians themfelves ? and yqf they have all 
the fame religion. There is, perhaps, lefs fuperftition at Rpme, than in any part of the 
Roman Catholic world ; but are the Romans therefore morfc induftrious than the Ge- 
noefe, who are the groffeft blj|ots kiy^wn ? Mind; I am not fpeaking of the difciplihe of 
the church, nor of the riches of the cloyfters, nor yet of Annates y Pallium y difpenfafions, 
and other popifh tributes, nfir even of the ufurpation of the fpiritual power and the like, 
all of which may be very hurtful to a ftate, but do not belong to the effence of religion. 
'J'he difpute is only on the influence which fpeculative opinions have on the induftry of 
nien. In ray opinion they have none. It is an obfervation every day made, that a man 
may he the moft fuperftitidus of mortals in fome things, and yet tl^e fhar|ieft and tnoft 
clear-fighted of all mankind in others ; nor are the Saxons, accofding to toy way, of 
thinking, indebted to their toore philofophical religion, for the gheater degree ofhappi- 
they enjoy as citizens. ' . 

The 


3 



RtBSBSCK's TRAVfitS THROUGH OSRUAl^f. 15]^ 

'ihe religba of thetouft of tbk place is not veil calculated to leffen the prejdd^ 
of the, Saxon ^Uic againft CathoUcifm. It is forttted upon the Xefiiit plan, dnd 1 hail'd 
sdrea^told you^ that riie Gertnan Muits are of all monks the greateft. I this thld att 
anec^e, vmch U certainly trw^ aiid does the court eccleflaftics no great honour. > ii% 
the hei^nning of the prefent reign, the Jefuits were afraid that the foverengn might chin^ 
the^^ nadonal religion , for, behdes that he was at that time very young, he loved his 
people, and had overtures made him on the fubjeft. The Eleflrefs too, a ver^ pene> 
trating, and in every refpeft, amiable woman, was much ditiatisBed with the Jefuits. To 
prevent innovations, a fpeftre appeared the Duke, and after having threatened him 
with all the torments of helhBrc, if he ventured to make the purpofed changf, forbad 
him to fay any thing of what had happened, and promifed to return again at a certain 
period. The Duke was very penfive for fome time, at length hts wife, who loved him 
as hedeferved, wrung the fecret from him, and told it to the prince of — — . who waited 
for the fpirit on the appointed night, and put him to death with his Spanilh toledo, The 
following day he came into company and faid, I have faved myfelf the payment of 
500 thalers, by accidentally killing my confeObr.” ‘ ' 

Notwithftanding bis little tinge of German jefuitifm, the Elector id a mod amiab^ 
prince ; he knows none of the vices, which princes who are obliged to trull: the greateft 
part of tbrir bufmefs to their minifters, generally addift themfelvee to. He has alfo 
underflanding and a&ivity fulHcient to form a right judgment of importaht affairs, wbieh^ 
he often carries through entirely, either by his perfonal exertionsi Of the orders he gives 
for the purpofe. All his minilters likewife are men Vbo deferve his confidence, lliey 
are well informed and induftrious patriots, who, both* with regard to fordgii afiairs and 
internal adminifiration, follow a uniform fyftem, a thing amongft many others, by which 
they diftinguilh themfelves from the Bavarian minifters. ' Their tiering into the Ba< 
varian war, as they did fome years ago, w'as a certain proof of their not bemg wanting 
in fpirit, though their hands were fomewhat cramped by the internal circumlhmces Gf 
the country. When once the money, which now goes towards difeharging the intereft 
and principal of the debts, can be applied to the augmentation of the army, and the 
court is enabled to make ufe of its whole ftrength, no doubt the minifter will take other 
ground than that he now (lands upon. 'Hie country will then be in a ftate to keep up 
an army of forty or fifty thoufand men, without any unccynmon exertion, and of courfe 
will be always able to maimaiu a neutrality* As things are now circumftanced, it mud 
neceffarily take a fide, and attach itfelf either to Prulfia or Aultria. As long as the 
peace lafts, it gives equal hopes to both fides ; but in cafe of a breach, it will, in my 
opinion, incline, rather to the PruBian than the Aufirian party, not merely on account 
of the attempts which the Aullrians are daily making to enflave the empire, and the 
weight which their enormous power gives to thofe attempts, but becaufe the Saxons, on 
their part, havl many private reafons for being difi'atisBed with the condufl of the 
Impmail court towards them. 

The difference there is betwixt the rriigion of ihf Prince and that of the people, has 
no on the national bufmefs. It is not therefore probable that this court will ever 
facHBce its religion to its temporal interefts, as Auguftus did when he afeended the 
throne of Poland, if they Ihould come into competition. ■ 

In Germany religion k naturally various. The Iloufe of Wirtemberg has evory 
of C^ifti^Qm in it. The family of Prince Frederic Eugene is Lutheran ; the Gredt 
Dutebeft has emiuaced the Greek reltgion, and the bride of the Hereditary of 
Tufiwy will, no doiibr, turn Catholic. As there are likewife princeffes off &?aitiiteii$tiig 
intiikf.oottle, it has aka a mmture of Calvinifm in it. Certainly this is thelftireft way 
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tojbiread tolmtba thxvughout Euno^, and thefnkndsof oiafi]diid«i« mach:^ 
to tine princes cf Germany lor. it. Witte i:efpe& to the Saxony if the. reigoinff moiii^ 
were a^piiace of fefs fenfe than tec is, they are .perih!£tiy Me ftturi the 
out poiKutions. The iiates have fo limited his jjMwer in this refpe^, as to o^gehm 
to haye only two Catholic privy counfcllors. This is the reaTott why, notwithfbmding 
the uumoiity of the Saxons againft the Catholics, which is much greater than moft 
people imagine, they have a great affedlon for thrir prince. 


LETTER ItLIV. 

Lapfttk^ 

SAXONT is a princely country, brother. 1 have taken a conllderable toor, and have 
come hither through the Ertxgcberg, over Fceyberg, Marienberg, Annaberg, and then 
over Swickao, and Altenburg. One would imagine that the number of hills which 
border Bohemia mail be entirely undermined. There are pits upon pits dug in thetn, 
and all the valleys refound with hammers. A more induftrious people than the Saxons 
I have not yet feen. The whole chain of mountains is filled with men, who force their 
nouriibment from the naked woods. They not only work ftones and minerals in every 
poffible way you can conceive, but every town has befides fome manufadure of Iteien, 
Jace, ribbands, cotton, handkerchiefs, flannel, or fomething elfe, which takes up an in* 
munerable quantity of hands. When falhion, or the capnee of their neighbours, ruin 
«ae manufaGUiry, they have always tea others to fet up to make up for the lofs. 

Freyberg contains upwards of twcnty.five thoufimd, and Swkkatt upwards of fifteen 
thoufaad inhabitants. The othar dues I £iw are like the maritet towns, nncommonly 
populous and animated. The fame induftry and eafy drcumftances are met with on 
the other fide of the Elbe, throughout the Laufits, whither I made an excurfion from 
Drefdea. Baufldi, Gorlifs, and Zittaw, are flately dues, full of trade and bufineft* 
What a ccmtrafl with the foutbem parts of Germany! an immenfe trad, throu^oqt 
^he whole of which I did not fee a fingle place,' excepting the refidence of the courtV 
and fome Imperial cities, which could bmr a comparifon with any of thefe Saxon towns.^ 
You would imagine that the Ertzgeberg and foreft of Thuringia, had been fet by Pro- 
vidence as the limits betwixt light and darknefs, induftry aM lazinefs, freedom and 
ilavery, riches and poverty, l^oflibly you cannot find in the whole world fo.ftrong a> 
contraft betwixt two people, who are fo near each other, as there is between the Saxons 
and Bohemians; and yet nature has done in&utely more for the ktft than ihe has for 
the firft. ^ ^ 

The mines are an inexhanftible fource of riches to this country ; they almoft all be- 
long to companies of private men. The works are divided into certain portions; part of 
which the company works free of cofts for the court, which receives w^ is got from* 
.them. The revenue of the court, from all the mines of the country, is efttmatedi Itt 
400,000 guilders, which is hardly q, fifth part of what they produce. A ftUL much, 
more confiderable fum is gained by manufa&uring the produce, as very little of it is 
exported raw. The Saxons prepare fteel and copper, and Inve a great number oftgold. 
and filver manufiiflories. The Saxon arms are known all over the world* 

The Saxons have diftinguifbed themfelves by their fktll in mining tdl over Eofopc. 
It is fpoken of even by Spanifh and Neapolitmi writers. Iteeir ftrong bodtes^^their m- 
defatigable induftry, and thdr good underftanding;, partiealarly (^te^ tbem foruitis 
idnd of employment, which is midoubtedly the moft complicated dnd ;fri>orio(isief «U 
humaa occupations, and which requires the gtuateft^ vmiety of knowledge to brfog: ^^ 

2 pei-fefteon. 



KI^WSCK'S TllAVm.8 TH&OITOK OSItllCAKT. 


»55 

perfedlo^k In my mia^ k me of the ftrongeft tpharaderiftrcs which diftjn- 

^Aeetbe'CkMm^ paFtteolarly the Sucons, from our coua^mcn. llie FroaditBau, 
thtMf^ mttth ^tiidbefy fr eafilyconquared by difficulties, i^di^mted when th«l^(ib^ heat 
itoiof imt i^t ^ better of the oppontion, w ibnd of changing the obje£t of bis purititt, 
is deliiotts of getti^ a great deal at once, in a word, is onlv adapted to enterpiizes, 
wfaichi. require a iguick comprehenfire goaius and readinds ; he is confegumtly much 
lefs fit for diis work, than the cold, penfive, inquifitive, penetrating, preferving^ and in- 
defrdgable German, who can employ himfelf in the mofl unthankful offices without 
being weary. No doubt, there are njany valuable mines in the French dominions. 
Every body knows the projefrs of Colbert and his fuccefibrs. 'I'hey have been taken 
up agmn in our own time by M. Turgot ; but the genius of the nation has hitherto counr 
teraded every effort of the kind that has been made. 

The inhabitants of the fmallefi villages in the Saxon mountains, though often font 
out from the world by hills on each fide, are more polifiied, better bred, and more 
alive, than thofe of the largeft towns in the fouth of Germany. 

Reading is almoft univerfal in this country ; fdebbility and hol^itality accompany and 
encourage the hardell labour; even the focieties of the inferior ranks are diftinguiflicd 
by the liberality, knowledge of the world, wit, and jollity to be met with in them. The 
women are throughout remarkable for the beauty of their fhapes, the animation of thdr 
looks, and their infinite fpirit, eafe, and vivadty, and yet they are quite good uatured, 
and admirable houfewives. The men have of late, indeed, begun to'complain a little, 
that for feme time pad, thdr beautiful partners have been too much addifred to vanity ; 
but their clamours would foon ceafe, if the women were to unite and make a law, that 
every dghth or tenth man ihould take an Auftrian or Bavarian wife for the edification 
of the wh<de community. For my own part, the article of drefr alone excepted, 1 have 
not been able to difeover afingle excrelcence which wants pruning ; whereas the Bava- 
rian and Auftrian women, befides bdng full as fond of drefr, break out a little both at 
bed and board, and do not concern thenffelves at all with domeflic matters. 

The uncommonly large population of this country expofes the inhabitants to no fmall 
diltrefs in times of fcardty. The land does not produce a tenth part of the grain ne> 
ceffary for the confumption of the people, who are obliged to fupply their wants from 
Bohemia. The univedal fcardty which prevailed in Europe nine or ten years ago, was 
no where more feverely felt than here, many thoufands died, a part through abfolute 
wanv and a part from bdng obliged to eat bad provifions. Great numbers were in- 
debted for their lives to the five-mafon's lodges at Drefden, Leipfick, Fridbutg, and 
other places, the members of which did an incredible deal for the relief of the neceffities 
of their brethren. If anyxountry (lands in need of granaries, it is this. As foon as the 
fmalleft fcardty is peredved, the exportation from the neighbouring countries is flopped 
up, and the*Saxon plains are too much peopled eafily to bear the lo& of their harveff. 
Government has made feme regulations ; but in the prefent ftate of the finances of the 
conntiy; U is impoflible that it (hould do as mqph as would be requilite to fecure the 
ininbi^ts of the mountains againfl: every event. 

Cood^acuous as the tnduftry and commerce of this people is, the fituation of tl^ 
farmer amongfi: them is in all refpeds pitiable. The fault, however, is in tlie conliitu- 
1^90^ tbe*coutttry, not in the inhabitants, who are a frank, diligent, and intelligent peo- 
{dcM No *dOttbt, but the diftrefr is' owing to the quantity of land in the hands of great 
frurnaU.' Akmgt tfae fisot of the Erc^eberg mountain, and in the {daln, you caq hardly 
OBtmt tbe^ffe^le^ ishich you fee on all fides of you. Tim number of villages in the 
Efefieral^antery, tskfogia^e is near fix tfaoufrmi I foW fe«eral frrmefk 
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who ^lopgh witli one ox an^ one cq\v% ^ Many of them have only P94 cpfv, n>hiei| Air« 
them with an4 llkewife feicves th^ to ji^ugh widi* It is tiuCtindoedkdM: 
the hh^nd ^ht foil of tins part of the \vpfl 4 Iicquire$, infgeiifr4y no, v 
ertioh *jit it is inipoHible that a farmer Khould do w'ell with fp little eattlp* Youesdliy 
tlifcover ini their houl'ckeepingj that they are obliged to>cut very clofe. Greai put of 
them live upon potatpes« cabbages, ;md turnips, and ypu very i'eldoiu fee meat at theie 
tables. Their attachment to <!o£['ee is extremely great; it is the poly npurilhinpot of 
fotne of them ; and the profufe ufe they make of it, is a llrong contniil with their pev 
nurioufners in other refpefls. It 1 $ made in large pots, but is fo weak as to have hardly 
the colour of tlie berry. Moll likely they confider it as the cheapeftand moll (lreng(hs. 
enin'g of liquors. ' Their cleanlincfs in the.midft of their poverty is remarkable. 'IJte 
Suabian farmers are lords, in comparifon with thofc of Saxony, and on the whole, the 
happieft I have yet feen. 

I’hroughout the whole level country, even the common people fpeak good German, 
an4 fo, excepting in the mountains, do all the farniens. There is no province in France 
of a like extent, in which the people throughout fpeak French as well a.s the Saxons do 
German. Some miles from Leipfick I vifited a gentleman, for whom I had letters frara 
Drefden, on his eflate. I thought myfelf, come to a fchool of paftoral felicity, and 1 
(hall ever look upon the few days I fpent with him as fomc of the happieft of my life. 
The eftates of thefe gentlemen are fraall, as the Saxon nobility in general are as poor as 
they are numerous ; but it is to this very poverty that they owe their happinefs. They 
underftand how to unite the beautiful with the ufeful, tafte with fimplicity, ccconomy 
with various amufements, and nature ilvith art, in fuch a manner, as to make that buft* 
nefs which other men look upon as a punifhment, a fource of endlefs uninterrupted fe< 
licity. They relifh pleafure as epicureans do rich wines, which they keep a long while 
on the pslate, in order to relifh the flavour. They underftand how to mix the amufe- 
ments and the occupations of the country fo as to make them follow each other in agree, 
able fuccefljon fo well, that it is worth while to copue amongft them to read Virgil’s 
Georgies, which I am-perfuaded cannot be read any where elfe with fo much pleafure. 
Fiihing is a very weighty and moil important bufinefs with them, and the art has been 
no where brought to fo great a perfection as it is here. They have feparate ponds in 
which the filh are kept, according to their ages and with different intentions. Thefe 
ponds are in fallow lands, which are at certain times broke up and ploughed again ; fo 
that the eflate reaps a double advantage by this method. The management of woods 
and of iheep is alfo brought to a great degree of perfection here. They not only 
cut down their trees w'ith ^reat judgment, but ftudy the art of planting, and what 
trees are fit for each foil w>th fmgular felicity. 1 am perfuaded that we Frenchmen 
might learn much of the Saxons on this head, as well as on every other part of rui^ 
ceconpmy. ^ , 

The Saxon wool is famous for being the beft,m Europe, after the .Spanjih and 
Englifh : fometimes it is ufed raw, fomedmes it is manufadured into ciptnes, ibekp 
ings, and gldves, but moll generally it* is coloured and exported as a manufaQure. 
inimitable blue wools, which have their name from the country, are brought into 
France. ' - ' ^ 

To thefe various practical and theoretical iihprovenients of thi^r land, tl|«; nobililiy 
add, fmall walks, vilits to their friends in town and tountry, colledions tff nattnre mid 
art,‘ attention to improve the fchools of their diftri^s^ poetry, and mufi^ Thejichb 
amongft whom 1 r^on thofe who have from 8 to 10,000 guilders a y^, t(<inQ^< 4 ^ 
them have only from 3 to 6, and feveral from 800 to 3000 guildere,) come to town ^ 
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©nly one or. two months in the year! Their daughters are the loveliefl and clevereit 
creatures in the world. Th|pr natural fenfihility generally contrafts a romantictorn in 
the ftillnefe of the country, which appears in their converfation and aftions, Ji|p| leads 
them to lake unguarded (teps in the firft years of life. Unequal marriages ana elope- 
ments are extremely freqtienthere. ' In Suabia, Bavaria, and Auftria, I met with Saxon 
girls of’good family, who in the laft Stlelian war had enlifted with officers of the impe- 
rial uod circular armies, and who all made excellent wives and mothers. At Prague I 
met with a Saxon girl of a good family, who partly from aconliderable (hare of fehli- 
bility, as file confeffed herfelf with tears in her eyes, and partly from want of knowledge 
of the wotW, was a common woman. Leffing*s comedy, Minna von Barnheinit w'hich 
donbtlefs you have read, exhibits fome of the romantic part of this charafler, but in 
general it is more a pi&ure of the town ladies. The country girls have not in genera! 
the coquetry and livelinefs of Minna : they are more penfive and more tender, -but all 
of them are as handfome as angels. The kind of reading in fadiion in Germany, which 
is moftly novels and romances, is no proper nourilhment for the ladi^ of Saxony, who 
are by nature of fuch inflammable conftitutions. 

Leipflek is a very fmail, but very handfome, and in fome places, fplendid city. The 
number of its inhabitants, reckoning the fuburbs, amounts to near thirty thbufand ; it 
was greater , formerly. The way or living is totally different from any I have hkherto 
feen in the other Saxon towns. Much more luxury and profufion reigns here than at 
Drefden. They play in all companies, and often extremely high. Ihe ladies of this 
place are far behind hand with their countrywomen of the other toWns in domeftic oeco- 
nomy, but agree with them in the articles- of drefs aiid coquetry. Amongfl; the literad 
who fwarm here, there are too many boafters, petit maifres., ignoramuffes, and fools of 
all forts ; fo that I fometimes thought myfelf got to Vienna again, where the frifeurs 
and literati meet in the fame companies, and are almofl; equally n.umerous. But the 
infinite number of men of merit, wpofe conduf! and manners do honour to their na- 
tive colintry, foon made me find difference. You meet here with men in all 

fciences, who, from the extent as well as the depth of their learning, but particular^ 
from their knowledge of the world, are entirely different from the Vienna literati, for 
whom all is dead that is out of thrir own line. 

1 paid aviflt to Mr. Weiffei whofe excellent work called the Children's Friend, Mr, 
Berquin propofes partly to imitate, and partly to tranflate. The author is not only one 
of the heft German poets, but an extraordinary learned man, in the moft extenfive fig- 
niflcaiion of the word. He is elegance itfelf j and the income of a good place, which 
he poffeffes, enables him to give up bis latter days to phiiofophical repofe, benevolence^ 
and the mufes. He is one of the determined enemies of thofe literary Calinucks, I 
m^Dtibned to you in ray letter on the theatre of Munich, who like the troops of Geit- 
giflun* fome years fince made an inroad upon Parnaffus, drove out the mufes, defiroyed 
tlte fiower<biB08 of the old German poets, mangled the language, hacked the words with 
TartV' fury,* and would probably in their rage have begotten children like the fathers^ 
if 'th^r dirci|»line had aiifwered the*vibleni:e of their attack, and fiich enlightened mea 
ajs Mt'o! Wei& bad not difeomflted them after Che ardour of (hdr firft onfet. They 
have been compiled -to retreit behind hedges, whence they fomednies fire upon pafieiw' 

g«fa,f hiil they wfii be able to keqi even this poft Io% 
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Let^cki 

THE commerce and manufa£hires of this place are very confiderable. It is the cen-^ 
ter of the book trade of all Germany, and of the wool trade of all Saxony, and there 
are few cities in Germany which furpais it in commerce and exchange. Here they 
make velvets, woven filksy^fliags, linens, cloths, rattines, carpets, and a great variety of 
other things. This city fupplies the greateft part pf Saxony with drugs and apotlie^ 
caries wares, and has a confiderable fhare of the trade which is carried on betwixt the 
fouth of Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and tlic North. There are feveral weidthy 
houfes here. 


The fair, which ended a week before my arrival, according to the report of both na* 
tives and foreign merchants, is no more than a fhadow of what it was thirty years ago. 
The mod; remarkable part of the prefent trade, is the exchange of books, carried on by 
the German bookfellers. This they fomedmes execute by commiflion, but for the molt 
part they appear in their own A/gA perfons. Their number is about three hundred, 
and the value of the books they exchange amounts to 500,000 rix-dollars, or about 
1,751,000 livres. 

Leipfick maintains itfelf in the podeflion of this trade, not fo much from its having 
once taken that channel, as from the great quandty of books publilhed in the city itfelf, 
and its centrical fituation in the midft of a country where all the arts flourifh, and read- 
ing and writing are molt umverfaL Thefe are the caufes, which m my opinion, have 
roidered all the attempts to deprive the city of this trade abortive. 

llie Auflrian bookfellers have hitherto been the only ones who have not appeared re* 
^larly and in great numbers at this mart of literature. The reftraint they lay under 
from the licence office, and the reflraints they are lain under by the heavy wit of their 
writers, have difabled them from bringing any pa^ to market, good enough to pro- 
cure an exchange from the other dealers. 

Leipfick is indebted for this trade, which in my opinion, is the only one of the kind 
in all Europe, entirely to the merit of the inhabitants of this place, and other parts of 
Saxony. Saxony was the cradle of literature and tafte in Germany. The Swifr had 
indeed contributed fomething by theories towards raifing the edifice of the arts, but 
theories form ndther arts nor tafte, nor has the German part of Switzerland produced 
a Tingle literary production of merit, Gefoer's works excepted. Thofe of Haller are 
written in a barbarous dialed, and few of them are uniformly good. His beauties are 
iingle ones ; they are feparate pictures, woven into philofophical declamations. Nature 
^ves the firft ffireCtbn to art, which afterwards is not to be improved by any theories, 
but by the fight of, and feqfibility for, the molt ftriking and molt beautiful objeds of 
nature. Thde it is, which form the original artift. And it is the reading, feeling^ and 
comparing the works of thefe original artifts, that form the imitator. Nor is tafte itfelf 
a confequence of any theoretical knowledge ; for it is well known, that thofe who have 
formed the founded theories, have been very unfuccefsful, both in the works produced 
by tiiemfelves, ifind the judgment they have pafted upon thofe of othm* people. Theo- 
ries depend upon conclufions of the underftanding, which will always, be when the 
premifes are fo ; but the quicknefe occafioned by the perception and comparifon of va- 
rious beautiful objeds, which conftitutes what we call tafte, will never go aftray. It is 
true, indeed, that this perc^tion and quicknefs cannot exift without Tome natural difpo- 
fitioiffi towards them. 


The 
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The firft feeiis of fiterature and tafte were fown in Germany, by perfons who were 
no literati by proj^on. Since the firft aera of French tafte, one or the other of the 
prinpw Germany have always been in alliance with France. The negcciatflhs this 
has ^von rife to, and the abode of the French armi^ in Germany in confequcncc, have 
ren^raied the knowledge of French abfoliitely neceflary to the German nobility. Hence 
ait perfons of confequence, minifters, counfellors, officers, and fecretarics, polilhed 
theihfelves byth^ intercourfe with our countrymen ; fo that the tafte of feveral Ger- 
man courts was formed before' there was a man of letters of confequence in the country. 
Prince Eugene, who had been brought up at the court of France, laboured with all his 
might to introduce the arts into Germany, but he found the Jefuits in his way at the 
court of Vienna, for a long time the only one in which the French language could not 
gain admittance. In all the others there were perfons of as much tafte and good fenfe 
as Prince Eugene, true children of the mufes, who were more or lefs fucceisfui in their 
attempts to extend good tafte. Much in the fame manner the arts came to us from 
Italy, and much in the fame manner they came to Italy from Greece. 

After this intercourfe with France, the only thing wanting to awaken the Germans 
to emulation, was a language, and in this refped Saxony had a great advantage over the 
other German provinces. Ever fince the time of Luther this country has had a manner 
of writing, which diftinguilhed it fram the barbarous manner of the fchools'nhat ob- 
tained over the reft of Germany. The ierviee of the church contributed much in thefe 
parts to the improvement of the language. The fchools for young people were very 
good here long before the brilliant asra of German literature. The language of fome 
of the Saxon writers who lived betwixt the years 1715, and 1725, a time in which the 
reft of Germany was ftill plunged in the barbarous ftyle of the CanccJleria, is remark, 
able for its grammatical clcamefs and accuracy. 'Fhe natural wit of the Saxons, toge- 
ther with their peculiar and, as it were, mnate love for all that is beautiful, foon made 
it their peculiar pride and pleafure, as it had been. that, of the Athenians, to diftinguilh 
themfelves by fpeaking their language correflly. The lowed handy-craftfman here is 
more folicitous to fpeak purely and well, and is much more fortunate in his attempts for 
the piirpofe, than feveral learned men by profoflion, with whom I have had the honoui 
to converfe in tlie fouthern parts of the country. The very women, are fenfible of gram- 
matical errors, and take notice of them. Befides the language, the Saxons had othei 
advantages, which contributed to fpread literature fooner and wider amongft them than 
amongft the other Germans. Philofophy and the higher parts of the belles letttes, had 
had the duft rubbed from them in this country long before the bright mra of German 
literature. Leibnitz, Puftendorf, Thomafius, Wolf, and others, had broken up the ex- 
tenfive field-: of literature, had ploughed it with tafte and fimplicity, and had brought 
about a happy revolution in the minds of the people in all the north of Germany, par- 
ticularly in &xony. The celebrated journal, known by the name of ASa Eruditorum^ 
was begun in 1682, and was foon equal to the journals of the moft enlightened nations,, 
fuch as the Journal des Scamns^ the Englilh Tnu|ia€tions^ and the Giornale di Literati^ 
whilft in the other ftates of Germany, Berlin not excepted, knowledge was confined to 
a few ptffons about the court. The beginning of the prefent century alfo produced fe- 
veral -^itions of the ancient daffies, which contributed more to the nurture of genius and 
trae tttfte, than the beft rules and theories. 

No doute the magnificence and peculiar tafte of the Saxon Auguftus, for the fine 
arts, contributed much to the early nolilhii^ of. tafte^and the awwening of genius in 
this country*. All the arts have a fmerly. affoftion for each- other ; they do not like to 
be long out! of the fame company. Painting, fculpture, architedure, mufic, and all the 

arts 
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arts cohae£ted with them, floun&ed more at the court of AufufttH the dbiHl» tliBa^/^ 
dfd iR„any court of Europe. ' From this fchool cune Meng%the 
days ; Jiafle, who was able to do juAice to the poetry of a Metalbfio f 
aOd many others. The art of fpeech would naturally join itfelf to fo bnlliaat aicMdety^ 
The opera, made the Saxons acquainted witlwhe Italkn poets, juft as the hm^ugeof 
the court had brought them acquainted with the French ones. At length they made 
foAie trials in their own language, and their trials were fuccersful. Gellert, Rabbener,. 
and many others evidently formed themfelves upon Englilh models. Ever fince this 
period, Saxony has furniihed a much larger proportion of ingenious men . than the 
other parts of Germany. In polite literature their numbers furpals thofe of aU the reft 
of Gennany put together. Their tranilators, reviewers, magazine-writers, almanack 
and catalogue>makers are innumerable. 1 here are many perfons in this country. as well 
acquainted with the antient and modem literature of England, France, and Italy, as the 
natives of thefe countries themfelves. There is always a warehoufeof Spanifli and Por> 
fuguefe literature here, and (which is almoft peculiar to.Gcrmany) they forage to the 
uttermoft bounds of the north, and explore the Danifti, Swedifti, Ruilian, ar^.PoHfh 
ParnalTus. As far as regards the mechanical part of the bulinefs, i. e* the working up 
of materials and making them fit for fale, Saxony will for a long time continue fuperior 
to the other Gennans ; . but their genius feems worn out. Nothing can be more frivolous 
chan the prefent purfuits of the men of genius here ; but other parts of Geraiany are in 
the prime of youth, and others again feem to be juft awake. 


LETTER XLV, 

hcipfick, 

I MADE an excurfion from hence to Weimar and Gotha. This part of the country 
is the heft cultivated, and, in a political view, the moft beautiful 1 lutve hitherto feen in 
Gemiany. Every two or three miles you come to a town, which contains a fiourilh* 
irig manuiaffure. The villages are innumerable, and the agriculture much more va* 
ried than on the other fide of Drefden. Nature appears to l^ve been more favourable 
to thefe parts. 

Wdmar is a fmall buthandfome town. The court is remarkably affable, and the 
reigning Duke carries popularity as well as philofophy almoft too far. He puts himfeif 
on a level witlvalt kinds of perfons, and takes parts in private plays aded by his fervants 
and the literati of his court. 

To a natural fondnefs for the fentimental and adventurous, he unites an excellent im« 
proved tafte for every thing that belongs to the arts. This court is made up entirely of 
wits, and even his general Juperintendant, (a title you are not acquainted with, but which 
anfwers to a little Pope,) is a bel efpriu who has publilhed a rhapfodteal extrad from 
the firfl book' of Mofes, under the title of the Origin of Mankind. 

The wonderful chaiader of thisdi^e, the romantic part of it only exi:epted, fpr 
which he has to thank Mr. Gotl^ is me work'of the celebrated Wieland. 'Wieland is, 
without a doubt, tbefirft of all the German writers. No writer, Lcfiing alone excepted, 
unites fo much ftudy with fo much genius as he does. He has not only form^ and 
fixed his tafte on a thorough acquaintance with the beauties of the ancient, writeif, but 
pofihiTes alfo all the literature m France, Italy, and England. His works are not like 
the rhapfodies of the modem German poetaft^ biit have the true fmacktif the act* 
Even the moft fugitive trifles that fall from his. playful and humourGUs pen, befpeak a 
workman who is thorough mafter of his bufinefs^ and has a manner of his own. It 

14 has 
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has been faid of the great painters, that you may know them by the daOi of their pen* 
cils. Wiehtnd is one of the few German writers who will go down to pofierity a.claf* 
lical writer, when the works of feveral of his cotemporaries fhall ferve for dung of the 
fields. It is generally obje£led to him, that he repeats the fame things too often, and 
copies Wmfelf ; but, for my part, I have not obferved much repetition. It is true, that 
like other great writers, he has favourite ideas, which he is ever turning and poHihing, in 
order to fet them before the reader in every point of view. I have no fault to find with 
him, but that he hides his fiudy too little, expofes his immenfe reading too much, and 
often forgets that his reader may n^t be fo enamoured with his erudition as he is hiinfelf. 
1 likewife think, that before he was privy-counfellor and tutor to the prince he wrote 
much more naturally than he does now. In order that no part of literature Ihould be 
unexplored by him, but more with a view of filling his purfe, whilft his reputation was at 
the height, he undertook a literary journal, which he carried on with uncommon fpirit 
and activity. None of the German writers know fo well how to pleafe the public as 
Wieland does. He is mofl: fruitful in the invention of trifles, in order to make his jour- 
nal, which is as good as any other we have, fell. Sometimes, like a Dutch tobacco- 
merchant, he will tye a pidure to his wares ; fometimes he promifes in one number a 
folution of a riddle in a pad one, and in the next, inllcad of a folution of the riddle, 
gives you a rattle or a trumpet for children to play with. At times he publiflies one 
number in a year, at others he will write the whole volume in a month. Riddles, newf- 
papers, anecdotes, literary quarrels, every thing, in a word, is crammed in that may give 
his wares the appearance of novelty, or amufe the people. You will fay thefe are little 
book-felling tricks ; and fo they are, but they arc more venial in German than in other 
authors, as without them it would be difficult for the greatell induflry and the greateil 
talents to live by the profeffion. 

Wieland is, what few poets are, a good domeflic man. He lives, in faff, more for 
his family than for the public. He would fumilh a new proof, if there wanted any, of 
the juflice of a favourite aphorifm with me, to wit, that the generative powers of man 
are in the fame proportion as his underfianding, and that it is good for him when he 
ufes the one with as much order and (economy as the other. Wieland has feven or 
eight fine children. No poet, he obferves himfelf, ever had fo many; and he has writ- 
ten the lives of the poets folely to alTure himfelf of the truth of it. A good penfion 
from the court, added to what he gets by his journal, enables him to fee the approach 
of old age with*^ tranquillity, and gives him the profpea: of enjoying the comforts of life 
to the end. 

There are feme extraordinary trsuts in Wieland’s charafter, which feem a contrail 
to his writings ; I will give you feme of them. In all 'he has written, he difeovers great 
knowledge of the world, and you would take him for a courtier out of place, yet no man 
knows lefs of mankind. In polite circles, and in the conduct of a common affair of life, 
he is entirely at a lofs. £ven fince the publication of the Agathon, which you know 
contains every evolution and revolution of the female mind, and, like his other works, 
befpeaks one of the politefl: writers that ever exilled ; there have been feveral inllances 
of his not knowing how to converfe with a woman. His knowledge of the gay world 
confifts entirely in theory, and he muft be feme time in company befoi-e he can make 
ufe of it. This is not altogether owing to continual ftudy and want of intercourfe with 
the polite world, but is in fome degree conflitutional in him. He is by nature very liy;ely, 
but not very refolute, diffident of himfelf, and eafy of belief towards others ; in fine, he 
is one of thofe rfen to whom nature has refufed every grain of that felf-fufficiency, a 
Imall dofe of which is of fo much ufe in the affairs of this life. His knowledge of the 

VOL. VI, y vrorid 



<’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


162 R1 

vRjrld is of t!: kind \vl. [yttfaigne obferved in a man who rcfs.‘:vild',’d him ; it is in a 

place which he . ..ew'j wLk . . . jhid it in, and not in himfclf, I’hc confeu uliicls <r ( this !ias 

fometimes made him a coward. To ;!:is caufe are to be attributed the Ir 'quent variations 
in his way of tbiinkin^ ; ) ■ ' .tiery towaals thofe who can krve liini ; liis fubinifilon to- 

wards thofe wli'* rcldl; I'.ir! : Ids toleration of thofe wiiofe ojnnions arc oppoiite to !>is 
own; his love ei party, : .11 the i-ea::(euvrcs to which he i :: had rerourfc, wheneaer 

he has thoujv ? his repe;. n in dr.r' r, for which repiit;'.!;. n he weidd have had i;-).- 

thing to fear ' iu had 1 e known 1 own ftrengtii. IV-hee (h'lliewas known, \Vie- 
land ftood as ‘ (night : e .e .'- to Iv.e. done, at the t ■ th ri a" Parnaifus. If fu 

happened, th.i .. contrai} tu his inti.nion, he inferud a very hv.r. craique 
Play of Gtfs of r.erUcb 'inpn, in his review. Gothc revenged himrelfbya htree, written iu 
his ftrongeft manner. W'i-jland, ever ready to found a retreat when danger is nigh, en- 
deavoured to make Ins peace in a fccond number, in which he was more civil. Thi.s, 
however, would hardly have faved liiin, but fortunately for him, his pupil, the reigning 
Duke, foon after went to Frahefort, where he met with Gipthe, whom he brought with 
him to Weimar, and of courfe introduced him to his old tutor. 'Wobld you b ;lieve it ? 
the cajoled Wieland not only took fomething of Gothe’s manner himfelf, but wrote apo- 
logies for fonic followers of his fchool, whom in his former writings he had fityrized. 
Upon the w hole, he is one of the greateft fophills of our days, who has alw'ays a fatire, 
or an apology ready, and produces that which brings him the moft pence. 

Gothe is the Duke’s favourite ; they are always together ; he pofielks a full portion 
of that which nature has relufed to "Wieland. I' ln'inerly his felf-fulliciency led him into 
abfurdities, but fince that time things have mucli changed. He is not only a genius, 
but poirefles a great deal of learning. Many circumftances, for which he is not entirely 
anfwerable, were the occafion of his giving the fignal to a horde of Calmucks, who 
fome years fince made an inroad on the German Farnaflus, and laid it walle. In all 
things he is upon principle, for the natural, the extraordinary, the adventurous, the 
ftriking, and the bold, and has as great an averfion to the common forms of govern- 
ment, as to the common rules of writing. His phiiofophy borders nearly upon that of 
Roulfeau. I fliall not ftop here to compare them, but oidy obferve, that they have both 
come two hundred years too late, and that the man who gives a flat contradiftion to 
the opinions of all his cotemporaries, abounds either in felf-opinion or felf-love. — When 
Gothe firfl; began to feel his genius, he ufed to go about with a fiiort bat, his hair about 
his ears, an out of the way drefs ; and, in fhort, affected a fingularity in every thing. 
His looks, his gait, his fpcech, the w'holc of him befpoke an extraordinary man. Even 
in his writings, he rather affedted graceful negligence th.nn any laboured delicacy. He 
Ihortened all his periods in the moft extraordinary manner, ufed common and vulgar 
words, and, what was of no great fervice to the poor German language, already fo bare 
of them, cut off half of the vowels, and introduced paufes and flrokes of admiration ac 
every three words. His writings contain a great deal of that happy feizure of circum- 
ftance wdikh befpeaks a knowledge of ^nankind, united to a ftrong and fertile imagina** 
tion, and a great vein of humour. You fee in every thing he writes, that he is able to 
lay a plan and conned the parts ; this diftinguifhes him from the whole herd of his imi« 
tators. Whenever it happens, as it fometimes does, that one part of his work does not 
bang well with the other, you eafily difeover that the defed has not arifen from igno- 
rance, but becaufe the author did not choofe to give himfelf the trouble to weave them 
together. Gothe has read a great deal, is well acquainted with the beft ancient and mo- 
dern writers, paints, underftahds ittufic, is a gpod coropwiionand wit, alhd — • Cbunfellor ' 
of Legation to the ]^ke. 
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Doubtlefs, he is by this time convinced of the injury he has done German literature. 
Several young pcrfohs, encouraged to If by his example, imagined that nothing more 
was requifite to become a genius, than to be bold, impudent, and carelefs about lan- 
guage and ftyle, and to entertaih contempt for every thing that is called order or re- 
gularity. They conceived that all ftudy and attention to rule was necdlefs, that every 
ihing that was natural muft of courfe be good, that a true genius required no education, 
but had all powers of creation in hitnfelf, and that when he became a genius, he was 
entitled to produce himfeif in his fliirt, or in purls naturalibus, on the market-place, or 
in the courts of princes ; that real judgment only made ail'es of men, and tliat unre- 
ilrained imagination raifed them to the rank of divinities ; that dreams and enthufiaflic 
l aptures in his own greatnefs, and the litilenefs of the world about him, was the proper 
liate of man ; that all the occupations by which his daily bread was to be earned, de- 
graded him, and that in llte belt of all poflibie worlds he muft go on all-fours and eat 
acorns. You tnufl: not thinktiiatl am exaggerating when I fay this, for I can give 
you proofs of every thing I have afferted. Golhe has this in common with RoulTeau ; 
that his philofo])y (whether true or fallV) overturns foundations, and gratifies diil’olute- 
iicfs and idlencfs ; for whicli rcafon it has been adopted by thofe who have no founda- 
tion, but feek only to be. happy through an implicit belief in tlteir maftcr. As Gothe 
.was his own mailer, his excrefeences were the more ealily forgiven, becaufeof their con- 
filtcncy with his principles and witli each other, of a certain moderation he obferved in 
them, and of his aiiabiiity lovv^ards all lie converfed with; but his I'chool is the moll ridi- 
culous that can be conceived. I quell ion whether many of thefe gentlemen arc them- 
felvcB able to give explanations of the obfeure parts of their writings. The flattered 
nonfenfe was cried up by the critics of the fed, as the quintelTence of human wit and 
human imagination. As to the underRanding, as I told you above, they declared open 
war againll that. To have a true idea of the talle of the public, one IhoulJ read the 
produdions of thefe genilomen, which Hill pafs for wonders with many. This herd of 
Calmucks gained recruits from every order of men, even out of the phyfical tribe, who 
formed fyllems of the fame kind in their profeflion. They taught, that to roll in fnow, 
to bathe in cold water, to leap like bucks about the lleepcll precipices, to eat nothing 
w'arm, but to live entirely on the fruits of the earth, not to give the leaft Interruption to 
the operations of nature, but even to drop the excrement llanding, at any time and in 
any place, was all that could be done by man, either for the pi'elervation or recovery of 
his health. 

A well-known phyfician, who has laid many a patient in the dull, by the purfuit of 
this new mode of cure, grounded all the reafonings made ulb of in his publications, on 
the example of the firlt wit in Germany. If he ordered a man a cold bath, and the pa- 
tient exprelTed a fear, left it might pollibly occafion a fever, or a flux, the dodor would 
alTure him, that he need not be afraid of any thing of the fort, fof that the great Gothe 
went into the cold bath jn froil and fnow. The young painfers, too, would for fome 
time paint nothing but florms, lightning, tops of Appennines, or Alps ; elephants, lions* 
and tygers ; Didos on the funeral pile; LncretiaS and Medeas murdering their children. 
All the fofter landfcapes, all the common animals, and all the ordinary fituations of |x>ni* 
moil life, they entirely excluded from their canvafs. Truth and keeping are .notlflng 
with them ; fuch littlenefles, they lay, a genius leaves to your day-labourers for bread, 
and men of ordinary underftandings. Art, according to their definition, confills in whac 
is out of the common courfe. The^more unnaturally a Dido flings her arms about,* the 
more j>ortentoufly Ibe rolls her favage eyes, and the greater dilbrder there appears in 
mr hair and drapery, the more beautiful Ihe is. In this manner artifls of aU denomina- 
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tions mifconceive Gothe’s theory. His flatterers imitate him in the moft ridiculous 
manner, in his drefs, in his walk, and even in his fpeech. 

Gothe is in fome meafure refponfible for thefe excrefcences. Having difeovered 
fparks of genius in fome of his friends, fuch as Lentz, Clinger, and others, by proper 
encouragements he foon blew the fparks into a real flame. Thus far was fit and right j 
but as foon as he had commenced protestor, there came people to him by no means 
worthy of his proteftion. Inftead of fending thefe back to-their brethren of the forefl:, 
the bubble of reputation led him on, and he was not afliamed, at. lead for a time, to fet 
himfelf at the head of a little academy — very diflerent in this refpecl from Roufleau, 
who neither contmended nor protected any one. At prefent Gothe does not feem to 
dillurb'himfelf much about literary purfuits. He is at work on the life of the celebrated 
Bernard of Weimar, and enjoys lire as much as it is to be enjoyed amidfl; a number of 
little troubles. Formerly he ufed to be regularly befieged with rocomincndations, and 
his difciples came from all parts to vifit him, in hopes to be brought forward by his pa- 
tronage. He is now grown wifer, and has made it a rule to himfelf, to be very nice in 
his recommendations. In this he is extremely in the right, as he would be accountabla 
for the follies of all thefe people. Neither indeed does it follow as a natural confe- 
quence, that becaufe the* minifter, counfellor, and private fccretary of a prince is a 
wit, his cooks, and butlers, valets de chambre^ huntfmen, and ftable-boys, fliould alfa. 
be wits. 

Gotha is a large town, richer and handfomcr than Weimar , the number of its inha- 
bttants are efiimated at nine or ten thoufand. There are fome valuable manufadtures in 
this place. The court is as popular as that of AVcimar, and equally fond of ilrangers. 
Some years ago the Duke had one of the befi: German theatres in Germany ; but he 
fent atvay the whole company on finding that the expence was too large, that he had 
fufficiently amufed himfelf, and that the players began to sflhrae airs of importance. 

The fubjedls of both thefe dukes are very happy. Their finances too are wdJ^egu- 
lated, and their adminiftration of jufticc and police is perfeO. Neither of thcm'have 
the weaknefs of other German princes, who fpend a great part of their incomes in the 
maintenance of a regiment or two of foldiers, and make the younger part of their fub-. 
jeQs do the military exercife, inftead of keeping them at the plough. The income of 
each of them is about 600,000 Rhenilh guilders, or 54,000 French louis-d’ors. Their 
country is extremely produdtive, and extraordinarily well inhabited. 

Erfurt is a very large, old, black, and ill-inhabited town ; it is near a mile in circum- 
ference, and contains nearly eighteen thoufand nren. The moft remarkable thing here 
is the aft of gardening, which is carried to a greater perfeftion than in any other part of 
Germany I have yet had occafion to fee. 1 he people of the country carry on a confi- 
derable trade in fruits and plants. The inhabitants, like thofe of the reft of Saxony, 
are a handfome, fenfible, and friendly people. The prefent vice-governor for the Elec- 
tor of Mentz, to whom the city, with levcnty villages which li^ round it, belongs, is a 
baron of D’Alberg, canon of Mentz, whom you may probably have feen at Paris. He 
was in the houfe of the Marquis of ■' * ' , and, it I miftake not, well known to the 

Duke of Choifeul. He is a man of uncommon knowledge of the world, a man of let- 
ters in the full extent of the word, and a patriot. He underftands all the bufinefs of the 
higher world, and all that concerns government ; pofleffes the Belles Lettres and the 
arts, and is on terms of friendfhip with the moll fenfible men of Germany. He expefts 
in time to be the firft ecclefiaftical prince of the German empire, and, after the Pope, the 
ri^heft and moft diftinguiflied prelate in the catholic world. Erfurt anckits territory yields 
annually about 1 80,000 Rhenilh guilders. It contains about tiiirty.fix thoufand ment 
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Leipjich. 

I CANNOT quit Saxony without faying fomething to you of the reformation which 
began here. 

J he origin of the reformation, as a queftion of learning, is difficult to determine. 
Between the times of John Hufs and Luther, Paul of Tubingen, Brulfer, Bafil of Gro. 
ningen, and feveral Englilh, openly profeffod the doftrines of the reformed. TheVal- 
denfes had fpread their opinions very confiderably long before the time of Hufs ; and 
between their time and the au-a of Hufs, Wickliff, John of Paris, Arnaud de Villeneuve, 
WilliJni of St. Amour, Evrard, bilhop of Saltzburg, and many others taught thl^tenets 
of Luther and Calvin. It is certain, that from the time of the Albigeois tQ the breaking 
out of the reformation, there was no period in which fome remarkable man did not 
openly maintain the principles of the Proteftant religion. Between the time of Peter 
de Waldo, (who did moll towards the fpreading of the fed of the Albigeois, though 
they do not take their name from him, as fome have thought,) and Berenger, who 
came not a hundred years after him, we meet with Pierre de Bruis, Henry de Thou- 
loufc, and Arnaud Hot, who, with many others, made the dodrines held by the Pro- 
teftants of the prefent day, known all over France. The celebrated bilhop Ilonorc of 
Autim, who wrote upon free will, and in the fpirit of the Proteftants of this day, called 
the Pope the great bead, and the Whore of Babylon, lived in 1 1 and Berenger died 
in 1091 -, fo that there is hardly a generation between them. 

In the fame century with Berenger, Amolph, bilhop of Orleans, dillinguilhed him- 
fclf at the council of Rheims, by a fpecch much more violent than any thing which 
Luther has written againll the power of the Pope. In a word, the opinions of Pro- 
teftants arc to be met with in the earlieft age's of the church j and an attentive reader 
of hiftory will foon fee, that they are conneded with the opinions of the 

firft wRImes, and that it was pjjjt the bare novelty of his opinions which made Luther 
remarkable. 

Whoever is a little acquainted with the hiftory of the century before Luther, and can 
form to himfelf a prccife idea of the ftatc of Saxony, previous to the breaking out of the 
reformation, will eafily fee, that other things befides theology, contributed to this event 
and that Luther only gave the long waited for fignal of revolt. 

Since the time of the Emperor Sigifmund, (who would have brought about the re- 
volution himfelf, if his knowledge had correfponded with his thirft for reformation 
and who for want of that knowledge fuftered himfelf to be led by the nofe by fome 
cardinals) Germany had been at work on a reformation. If a Catholic at this time 
was to fay what was faid, not only in the fchools and in publications, but at th<? 
council of Conftance before the whole nation, at the diet of the empire, and by par- 
ticular princes in their ^ranfadions with each other, he would be put into a prifon 
as a-violent heretic. It is indeed wonderful, how the minds of the Catholic princes 
were changed by the heat of difpute after that ftep was once taken, which they 
ihemfelves had before endeavoured to produce. The well known hundred grievances 
(which in*the end grew to much more than a hundred) of the G'^rman nation plainly 
fliewed, that moft of the courts of Germany were ready to proted the firft bold man 
who would revolt dgainft the court of Rome, and fupport the political grievances with 
theological arguments. The cunning, adive, and very eloquent .ffineas Sylvius, who 
effeded the concordats betwixt the Pope and the empire by his crafty manoeuvres awak- 
ened ftill more the jealoufy of all the thinking patriots of Germany. Though *he was 
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a fubtile genius, who for the moment could gain the afcendancy over the cold Gor- 
mans, and make them acquiefce in filence, yet after all the declamations and fine in- 
trigues of this Cicero of his time, the obflinacy natural to the cold charader returned, 
and again brought forth the old complaints. .Silueas Sylvius thought his enemies weaker 
than they really were. In all his writings you fee that he imagined that he lliould be 
able to cheat the Germans ; but their genius was awake, and they faw through him, 
though they had neither experience enough, nor union enough amougft therafelves, to 
refill the artifices he played ofl' againll them. Mayer, chancellor of Mentz, at that titne 
the moll enlightened, moll refined, and moll brilliant court in Germany, and which 
contributed exceedingly to the fuccefs of the reformation, in his letters (to be found in 
fev( r^|||;ompilations of the times,) Ipeaks to the Italians in a tone that would have put 
to lil<^e any advocate of the court of Rome, but the very witty I’ophill yEneas Sylvius. 
Whoever coflfidcrs the intrigues and webs which the court of Rome mull have wove 
to keep the Duke of Bavaria and the Palfgrave pf the Rhine in good humour, (fome 
proofs of which are to be met with in Febronius,) will only wonder how the reforma- 
tion came to be put ofi' fo late as to the time of Luther. 

Whilll the politics of feveral courts of Germany were thus direfled againll the court 
of Rome, the reputation of the latter was daily finking in confequcnce of the philofophy 
that ffained ground in the fchools, and the intcrcourfc of learned men with each other. 
The^rogrcls made in printing, which became general in Germany in the lull part of the 
lifteenth century, contributed to the general fpread of knowledge. As early as in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, the Germans began to write their own language 
with correQinefs. The way was prepared for the people to be fcon taught. This, no 
doubt, was the golden age of Germany. It had warm patriots, indullrious philofophers, 
and thinking princes. The awakened fpirit of improvement had manifcllL-d itfelf in le- 
gillation and the improvement of the police ; peace was eltablillied at home, arts and 
talle had begun to fpread over Germany from Italy. Bologna was the relbrt|||||Ul the 
German nobility. It is true, indeed, that they brought home with them the nfiRirous 
mixture of the Roman, Papal, and Lombard law, but they allb brought home good 
manners, a knowledge of the Italian and Latin languages, and a talle lor the fine artvs 
and fciences. Erafmus of Rotterdam, Reachlin, Iluttcn, and many others, are fignal 
proofs how foon talle was purified in Germany. Saxony in particular had feveral good 
fchools. The univerfity of Leipfick had fucceeded to the fame of that of Prague ; and 
that of 'Wirtemberg, out of which Luther was foon to give t|ie fignal for battle, was 
frequented not only by Germans, but by Hungarians, Poles, Danes, and Swedes. Lu- 
ther’s other writings are evident proofs how much the German language itfdf .was culti- 
vated in Germany, and his tranllation of the bible teflifies how well the ancient lan- 
guages were undcrilood in the fchools. Indeed it is probable, that Germany would 
Lave been the firlt country enlightened by Italy, an^^fo have arrived a't the prefent bril- 
liant mra of literature immediately, had not rcligloUvS aifputes dillurbed the minds qf the 
people, and the war of thirty years, which followed, laid walle the country. 

Italy, at that time the molt llourilhirig country in Europe, thought of no reformation, 
though ij^probably faw fhc religious abufes Hill more clearly than the Germans them- 
felves. The wits of Italy amufed themfelves with/atircs on the Pope, Cardinals, and 
their adherents the ^jonks and nuns. They confidered the abufes pf religion with as 
little ferioufnefs as men in the polite worldiook upon adultery and gallantry, which are 
now grown too univerlal for the police to have any hope of being able to reltrain them. 
Indeed the cxcelTes in which Italian prielts and prelates indulged themfelves, were not of 
that low favage kind which difgraced thofe of Germany, but accorded better with the 
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pdiHied mannei*s, the charaSer of the people, and focial life j and the arts, which con- 
tributed all they could to the outward fplendour of religion in this country, covered 
many defeds in the eyes of thinking men, juft as a <^quet procures admirers by a charm- 
ing patch, with which flie contrives to cover a vvaitlr ugly fpot of another kind. When 
we add to thefe confiderations, that the commerce with the fpiritual colonics brought 
home great riches, without the leaft hazard or expeijce to the nation ; that fince the 
time of Charlemagne thefe colonies had fpread almoft to the borders of the frozen fea, 
and that many Italian nobles made their fortune in the church ; it will be no wonder 
that this country took no lhare in the reformation, albeit it was fuperior to the reft of 
Europe in philofophy and politics, and probably law the corruption with a quicker eye 
than Luther and his aftbciates. 

As to France, firice the days of FhUip !e Bel, it had learned to fport with the holy 
fpirit of Rome. The court of Rome was no longer formidable to it. Our kings had a 
fecret underftanding with the popes, and knew how to make the vicar of Chrift fubfer- 
vient to their purpofes. Our manners too were more corredt than thofe of the Ger- 
mans, and our ecclefiaftics confined themfelves more within the bounds of their order 
and of honour. As a proof of this, the council of I’rent found nothing to alter in the 
French difcipline, though it made a fignal revolution in the manners of the German 
ecclefiaftics. Though we had not indeed fo many brilliant writers as the Germans had, 
knowledge in general was much more univerfally fpread j and there are proofs fufficicnt 
that men faw the abufes of religion as clearly in France,* as they did any where elfe. 
The behaviour of our envoys at the council of Conftance one hundred years before, 
and the manner in which our court united with the German Proteftants, as well as many 
other inftances of the kind that might be brought, are a plain proof that religion was 
confidered in France as a fubordinate thing to politics. 

Many other caufes befides the knowledge of .the abufes in religion, muft alfo have 
contribijjlld to'! the breaking out of the reformation in Germany. Thefe are very vari- 
ous ; doUbtlefs, one of the principal was the pride with which the court of Rome af- 
fedted to treat the Germans ; it had fo often cheated and bullied this compliant and, till 
the fifteenth century, ftupid peojdie, that it began to imagine it might increafe the bur- 
then, ad infinitum, without any danger of meeting with fefiftance; but, according to the 
old proverb, oppreflion is this parent of liberty. Rome imagined that the concordate of 
Afchqg'cnburg had fecured it againft any farther attempts from the nation ; but this 
agreement had had quite j^different efieft, and had made the people/ee that they werd 
betrayed by the craft of the Popifli mediators. k 

Anothw.caufe of the reforn^ is to be fought for in the charadler of the nation. A 
phlegmatic man, when he once fees that he is betrayed and brought under the hamefs, 
is the moft un^aClable and ftubborn of men. The numberlefs feftaries in France, 
previous to the ieformation,' paffedg^ like the falliions of the country, and were for- 
gotten. . ^ 

The manners of the clergy of Germany likewife contributed to produce a change. 
The nunneries were open brothels ; and wheneve? the prelates.>9r abbots happened to 
be the lords of manors, they exercifed their right of pralibati^'over the daughters of 
their tenants, in the fame manner as the temporal lords. Debauchery was not covered 
over in this country;* as in Italy and Germany, by good company and good manners, 
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the unnatural vices, had their full play amongft the-German ecdefiauics. Thefe hor- 
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rid z&s. mud have ftruck that part of the Cerman public, who had been pbliihed by tin 
acquaintance wkh.the -Ri^ and fdences of other countries, more than they would dp the 
ilupid inhabitants^pf a land whofe priefts went no farther than othei: people. 

To all thefe danfes there ftill ren^ added, the heat with which Luther canted 

on his attack. '^'The Proteftants thetnfelvcs do not deny, that the paffions of the man, 
hisjpride and vindidive fpirit, contributed much to his fuccefs. 

* We^fetichmen know nothing at all of Luther; both our ecclefiaftics and hiftoiians 
have equally miftaken his charafter. Even Voltaire, who was commonly fo fortunate 
in delineating features which had efcaped others, knew no more of Luther titan, that he 
had called the Pope an afs. Luther’s writings difplay not only a large quantity of know- 
le(^d||i|but an uncommon fliare of wit, and at the fame time ilrong ligns of a lively 
imagination. As to his wonderful humour, it is a kind of mean betwixt the manner of 
a well-fed monk, a true brother, and that of a fcnfxble, learned, and patriotic profeffor 
of the.prefent day. If wej’udge him by our prefent rules of talle, we lhall find that he 
often jails into coarfenefs and vulgarity ; but w e muft recoiled, that he had to do with 
the populace, and that his fcholars, animated by the zeal which the lull of reformation 
brought upon them, publilhed many things which he did not intend ftiould fee the light. 
They began all their works with their prophet, and would not fuffer a word of his to be 
jtpft, though fpoken when he was drunk : it is thus his table converfations have come to 
be printed You read in fome editions of them, that when the great man perceived 
that fome of the perfons prefent were writing down his jokes, he faid, “ Ye afles, how 
comes it that you pick up the excrement that I let fall ?” But it w'as as much owing to 
.diis rou^ kind of wit as to his learning, that his writings fpread fo far as they did. 
tiikeatruly phlegmatic man, he was irreconcileable and untradable when once he had 
been provoked. He moved heaven and earth againfl: the popes. From the cloyftcrs 
and jovial focieties, in which he had ipade every body xr^rry at their expence, he hur- 
ried to the courts of princes to urge the battle^ or wrote himfelf the moft fitter invedives 
againft them. Though he would often put himfelf into no ve;^ decent pa^ns with 
Other reforuiers, on account of difi'ercnce of opinion, he took bare always to keep the 
; fovereigns be hs[d to do with united; a fure fign thatke was a man of the world, who 
knew how to treat with the great, as well as with the Imall Ones of the earth. Befides 
alii t]^, and Luther was a good mzni he kept tij|^penfive houfe, left debts 

-.'.fyt tifp d himi a^d,^ Proteilant princes m Gejrinany of that time ho great 

: lu$^,wii|l add children fell into almoft extreine pove^. 

• ^ others, who in the beginning^dhered to Luther’s party, 

uhddubt^ more learned and experienced mm than he was ; but a /ai* dinerent 
Wng ftom a mere learned man was required to ftrike ^ fttoke. It was he^lTary that 
the mail who was to take the fu-ft ftep, lhould unite pre-eminence of leading with bold- 
]p|rs and intr^^ which feldom fall || the fhkre of a tn^bf letters. He 

alfo to bdi^an ibr the people, which is feldln the cafe with a i^an of Erafmus’s 
t^arader ; in wWrd, he was to.be a Luther. ' 

. ;Some^p<50ple have bieen willing to deprive him of the honour of having ftruck the 
blow j but this is 4 “i^ immatei^igf.: they fay that Zwingle had preached, againft the 
nbufes of the church in SwitzerlanW before the, year which Luther publilhed 

his thefis ; it is true that Zwingle had done and fqjfciS^?|panY others in Germany, 
before ather Zwingle or Luther. From the ni^of the' cdiihcifbf Conftance, there 
.hevef’baj^eip.w^ men to preach and Vrill^gamft the injullice of the court of 
y ltome, and of their pens was a fingular contraft enough with the tyranny 

i^jthe ohurch fRr^|i|ieht. But fermons atone could do nothing; all the political ne- 
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gociations of the mod refpeflablo courLs could do nothing before Luther. To cfl'ed 
any thing confiderablc, there wanted a man to fet himfelf at the head of a large party, 
under whom all the learned men of the times would cniid, whom one of the molt pow- 
erful princes of the times would fupport, and who ihould charge Ironi fo re!'pt'dl:ublc a 
place as the univerfity of Wirtemberg at that time was : — this man was Luthci-. Cir- 
cumflances too, mud have concurred, the innuenee of which we cannot at this dine 
calculate,. Preaching alone would have done as little in Switzerland as it did in Ger- 
many. It was ncceffary to proceed \.a a£lkn^ and to fet hands to work. All the other 
reformations followed the example which had been fet them in that of Saxotiy ; :md 
though other reformers afterwards broke with Luther, and fome of them went^^irlher 
than he had done, they all looked up to him as their chief, and as having broke the ice 
for them. Without him, or rather without the circumdanccs which impcll .d him, in 
all probability matters would never have come to action. Senfible men would have writ- 
ten fatires, they would have made patriotic reprefentations, atid have preached ; and in 
the end, the Pope would have been compelled to do in Germany what he had done 
in France, from which lafl; kingdom the fale of indulgcncies (which was the lirll lig- 
nal of rebellion in Germany), and the great abufes, have been baniUted without re- 
formation. 

It is ufual for later writers to dwell much on the degree of light which the reforma- 
tion has i'pread over the world. In my opinion, this is treating the matter in a very 
partial way, thefaft is, that as to Germany, the illumination or the cultivation of it was 
put off for two hundred years by the reformation ; during that period, France and Italy 
became very flourifliing and enlightened countries, and Germany would undoubtedly 
have vied with them in cultivation, had not the theological difputes baniflied philofbphy, 
and the country been torn up by civil war. Even Italy flouriflied in a degree which 
Germany will not yet arrive at for fome time. Venice, Genoa, and Tufeany were fo 
enlightened, fo polifhed and, for their fize, fo powerful, that, making allowances for the 
different magnitudes of the countries, Europe has nothing at this time to produce that 
can compare with them. Venice alone was able to find employment for the empire 
and the whole power of Germany, and raifed the jealoufy of all the princes of thofe 
times. Naples alfo was a moll flourifliing Hate. As for niyfelf, I confefs, that I cannot 
fee what pre-eminence .the Proteftants have a right to claim even at this day, with regard 
to general illumination, over the Catholics ; for inllancc, the French, and part of the 
Italians. The general enlightening of the underftanding docs not depend upon two or 
three myllcries of religion more or lefs in one country than in another. 1 too, fet out 
on my journey with the prejudice that the great body of Proteftants mull be more en- 
lightened than the Catholics ; but I was foon obliged to give it up, and found that many 
of our countrymen have much more knowing heads than can be found in the people 
of fevcral Proteftant countries I paffed through. Even amongft the Proteftants them- 
fclves, the knowledge of the people is in no proportion to the fimplicity of their dift'er- 
ent religions. The Saxons, whofe religion is b)i no means fo fimple, or, as fome people 
would call it, fo philofophical as that of fome of the reformed, are, upon the whole, 
a more enlightened people than the reformed Swifs and Dutchmen : the difference 
amongft the pcafants is very ftriking. In Germany, after the darkiiefs in which war 
and theology had involved the country, the Catholics applied themfelves much fooner 
than the Proteftants to the fciences. Sturm, the firft improver of the Proteftant fchools, 
in his treatife De Injlitutlone Scholarum^ allows^ that the Jefuits had an advantage, over 
the Proteftants in the fchools, and that thefe mull exert themfelves, if they would come 
up with them. It has been folcly owing to the indolence and ftupidity of the Catholic 
TOL. VI. 2 princes,, 
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princes, tliat the Protcftants have not only overtaken them, but .got a great way before 
them. Whilfl; the latter made ufe of the liberty which had been procured to theift 
ichools by the change of their religion, the former fufl'ered the papal huntfmen to entrap 
them under the authority of their unthinking princes ; but this was not the cafe in 
France, Venice, and other Catholic countries. 

It may, I think, admit of fome doubt, w'hether the abolition of the ancient church 
government did much more for the happinefs of the people, than it did for their iinder- 
ilandings ; at Icall in every Protefiant country I palled through, I heard the ecclefiallics 
complain of the decay of their credit, the narrovvnefs of their circumftances, and the 
difordi^rs which were the confequencos of them ; amongfl: which, that they moft enu- 
merated and complained the molt bitterly of, was the not having a bond of union ainongft 
themfelves, but every man’s being allowed to be a pope in his own circle. No doubt 
but the reformers merited much by improvements they introduced into the ecclefiallical 
police as connected with the civil, I mean by their baUilhmeat of celibacy, fads, popifli 
difpenfations and indulgencies; but thel’e improvements are confident with the exidcnce 
of the Catholic religion, and have been. introduced more or lefs into feveral countries. 
The trade of indulgencies is ruined almod over the whole Catholic world. Even the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe crufades, formerly the mod produflive of all, now bring in 
very little to the holy father. For a long time purgatory has only produced the trifling 
films which monks, religious brotherhoods, and other communities, whofe fedivals are 
connefted with indulgencies, pay for their bulls of foundation ; and this fource of reve- 
nue is now almod dried up ; for in mod Catholic countries there are no eredions of 
new cloyders, nor new fraternities, nor any introdu£tion of new fedivals ; on the coiv 
trary, they are endeavouring -as fall as they can to aboliih the old. Indeed it is only to 
the ecclefiadics of the Catholic countries that purgatory is at all produftive ; but I have 
feen the ecclefiadics of Protedant countries ufe artifices to extort money from their peo- 
ple particularly ihe peafants, far more dangerous than purgatory, which, after all, pro- 
duced only offerings freely given. 

The great merit of the reformers confids in the change which their reformation 
made in the morals of the people : indulgencies, proceflions, fedivals, fads, and the 
like, might have been cut off by the civil power, without its haying made any fepara- 
tion in the church ; but no civil power can at once render a debauched, diflipated peo- 
ple indudrious and frugal. Luther, who was not the bed oeconomid himfelf, preached 
nothing up fo much as abftinence, frugality, and indudry. The Calvinids went dill far- 
ther } they taught that the world was a place of torment, and that the true life of man 
confided in the mortification of the flefh. Their catechifm forbad all enjoyments, ' and 
made a fin of laughter. A man mud read Swift’s writings to fee how much farther 
the Calvinids went in this point than the Lutherans. It mud be owned, at the fame 
time, that this command of abdinence is the caufe why the Calvinids are every where 
richer than the Lutherans ; for they are. neither more a£live nor more indudrious 
than thefe, but, on the contrary, thejr melancholy humour, fa confequence of their 
education^ and their manners,) which among the common people in many countries al- 
mod borders on ftupidity, renders them heavy at every thing ; indeed this is the rea- 
fon that they have not done fo much in the arts as either the Lutherans or the Catho- 
lics. I remember to have read in an Englifh Review, an edimate of the proportion be- 
tween the artids and ingenious men produced by the Puritans or Calvmids, and thofc 
of the tftabiifhed church according to this account, the former dood to the latter as 
one to fix, and yet the diffenters make two fifths of the inhabitants of England.— -The 
Dutchman lives more carkingly in the midd of his money, than the Catholics and Lu- 

6 therans 



Hiesbeck’s travels THROUOM germanv. 171 

therans of middling incomes in othen places ; he knows no pleafuro in the whole world, 
-except that of fitting over his dilh of tea in winter to converfe about war or peace, and in 
fummer vifiting his garden oncea week ; he is tedious, and in a certaih degree torpid about 
his bufinefs, and it is to his indefatigable attention to the main chance, but fiill more 
to his niggardlinefs, that he is indebted for his riches. I'his is the charaftcr of the 
Calvinift every where ; and the fpirit, which is a confequciice of this melancholy hu- 
mour, allows fome of them frauds in the daily trade and intercourfe of life, which a 
Catholic or Lutheraii would confider as manifeft cheating. They have a text of ferip- 
turc ready for all occafions, but give the preference to this, be yc wife as ferpenis.^ 
The Memnonites and Quakers arc ftill more niggardly than the Calvinills, andj'n con- 
fequence much richer, but likewife ftill duller ; thefe, as far as 1 can perceive, have 
no genius whatever for the arts. 

It was natural enough to exped, that the reformation fttould here and there lead to 
abfurdities, and that men would go from one extreme to the other ; but as only a part 
of the Proteftants have carried thef^ tenets to this excefs, they are as profitable to the 
whole ftate, as they are probably pernicious to the happinefs of the individual. Though 
the iminenfe riches of the Dutch contribute little to render them happier than the 
poorer people, they enable them not only to fupport the greateft wars for themfelvcs, 
but to furnifti friends and foes with confiderable fums. 

As for the Lutherans, they poffefs part of the humour of their founder, and to a 
high degree of induftry and frugality unite a great love of pleafure and jollity, which 
makes the enjoyment of fociety. The unnatural hatred to pleafure does not damp 
their wit and good humour, and they have nothing of the favage flovenlinefs, the dark 
hypocrify, and the ill breeding, which diftinguilhes the majority of other feds. 

By theie regulations in the manners, we fee how powerful religion is on the hearts of 
men. Prior to this miracle, for it really was one, Germany was in a conftant frenzy ; 
drinking, dancing, and intriguing, kept priefts and laity in a perpetual dream, and 
fenfelefs fpcflacles of every kind contributed their lhare to the perverfion of the un- 
derftanding ; when lo ! in an inftant, the people ran from the alc-houfes and brothels 
to church, opened their eyes, believed, and became induftrious, frugal, and aftive. 

To bring about fuch a change as this was, required a degree of refolution, which is 
only to be met with among a barbarous people, fuch as the Germans of that time were. 
When pleafure has once enervated a nation, nothing of the kind is more to be expeft- 
ed. In the fouthern parts of Germany, particularly in Bavaria, the objeft w'ould be 
as diilicult to compafs as it is defirable. 


LETTER XLVII. 

Berlin. 

MY wayhither lay through Witteraberg, a good looking town, butwhich ftill preferves 
the marks of the freqq^t change of mailers it gunderwent in the laft Silefian war, and 
which it has not yet entirely recovered. It Ihould be properly the capital of the elefto- 
rate, but mull yield the firft place to Leipfick. Indeed, in point of riches and popu- 
lation, it is inferior to many other towns in Saxony. 

As far as the Elbe, the country is as well cultivated as Upper Saxony, and feems to 
have the fame foil ; but you are hardly got a poll beyond Wittemberg, before you dif- 
cover a great alteration ; inftead of the rich black foil of Saxony, you meet with no- 
thing but fand j there is alfo a tedious uniformity in the profpeft ; there are large mo- 
ralTes near the rivers, and the number of thick black woods give the whole an un- 
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pleafing appearance. Of all the German provinces I have hitherto palTed through, 
nature feems to have treated Brandenburg the moft like a ftep-mother. 

The inhabitants endeavour to remedy the niggardlinefs of nature by their induflry* 
Wherever the foil has allowed of any kind of agriculture, they have made the beft of 
it. The appearance of the villages and farms, as well as of their inhabitants, befpeaks 
profperity. 

My own experience confirms what feveral other travellers have obferved before me^ 
The cufliom-houfe officers in Pruffia are neither fo tedious, nor fo diflreffing and vex- 
atious to a traveller, as thofe of Auftria ; they are for the moft part intelligible, fen- 
fible men, and by no means fo defpotic and boorilh as the Auftrian gentlemen of the 
lame profeffion. 

Berlin is a remarkably beautiful and magnificent city, and may certainly be looked 
upon as one of the fineft in Europe. It has nothing of the uniformity, which in the 
long run makes the appearance of moft of the new and regular built towns tirefomc. 
The architefture, the difiribution of the buildings, the appearance of the fquares, the 
plantations of trees both in thefe and the ftreets ; every thing, in a word, befpeaks 
tafte and variety. 

I have been for fome days reconnoitring the town according to my common cuftoni. 
Berlin is not fo large as either Paris or Vienna ; it is about four miles and a half long 
from the Muhlenthor^ which is fouth-eaft, to the Oranienburgerthor north-weft, and 
about three miles broad from the Bernaverlhor to the north-eaft, to the Potfdamerlhor 
to the fouth-weft ; but within this extenfive endofure there are many gardens, and in 
fome parts even fields taken in : there are not more than fix thoufand houfes in this 
town, whereas in Paris there are near thirty thoufand. The emptinefs of many places 
is a Angular contrail to the magnificence of the buildings. 

Nor is the contrail of this magnificence with the circumftances of the people lefs 
ftriking. Sometimes while you are Handing gazing at the beauty of the building in 
the Ionic Hyle, finely lluccoed, with a magnificent front, and all the outward appear- 
ance of the habitation of a farmer- general, or at leaft a duke, on a hidden a window 
opens in the lower ftory, and a cobler brings out a pair of boots and hangs them un- 
der your nofe, in order to dry the leather. As you are loft in wonder at this phainome- 
non, thefecond ftory opens, and a breeches-maker treats you with a pair of new walli- 
cd breeches ; a little while after another window opens in the fame ftory, and a taylor 
hangs out a waiftcoat before you, or a woman empties a dilh of potatoe parings on your 
head : well, you go on a few Heps farther, and come to a palace of the Corinthian or- 
der, which looks like a houfe belonging to a millrefs of the king, or of one of the prin- 
ces of the blood. Scarce have your wandering eyes reached the top, but you are fa- 
luted by a Jew from the |ittic ftory, who alks you whether you have any thing to fwop ; 
you caft your eyes a ftory lower, and behold Ihirts hanging out to dry, which belong 
to an officer, who is lhaving himfelf, and whom you would hardly conceive to have 
two Ihirts belonging to him. You marph on through two or three ftreets of the fame 
kind, and in all of them fee inhabitants of the fame fort ; at laft you arrive at the houfe of 
a general officer, as you eafily difeover by the guard before the door j but you fco 
neither porter nor running footmen, nor any thing of the train of attendants of the no- 
bility at Vienna. 

I have now been three days in the houfe of a privy-counfellor, and am fortunate 
enough to have a lord of the war-office for my fellow tenant. It was impoflible for 
me to remain at the inn. The hoft made bows upon bows, and was fo very civil, 
that 1 had my fufpicions of him the very firft moment , nor was I miftaken, for upon 
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my flaying dinner the next day at a gentleman’s houfe, for whom I had letters of re- 
commendation from Drefden, at my return he made his remarks upon it ; and the day 
after took it in ferious dudgeon, that I would not leave a fine garden and good com- 
pany, I had drolled to, and walk three miles home to add another item to his reckon- 
ing. We were however reconciled ; but as he perceived I was one of thofe who did 
not hold long converfation with inn keepers, he came into my room, and would read 
me the Berlin newfpapers, which for lies and nonfenfe are not behind hand with the 
French ones. As he was going on with the weighty and important intelligence, that 
a Pruflian general had died of the gout j that his Royal Highnefs Prince Henry was 
gone a journey to Rhinlberg ; that a perfon in the Newmark^ who, was a man of let- 
ters, was afllided with the cholic; and that the wife of a general officer in Silefia was 
fafely delivered of a daughter, I fnatched the paper out of his hands. He took this af- 
front fo civilly, that I was on the point of forgiving the infolence of the night before, 
when he gave me to underftand, that he W'ould provide me with a companion to fleep 
with, as well as with my board, if I chofe it ; upon this I immediately went out to look for 
a private houfc, it being a maxim with me, that every inn keeper who is a bawd, is of 
courfe a cheat. In general the inn-kcepers of this place feeni to be a peculiar kind of 
people ; they are all outrageoufly civil at firfl, but extremely furly when they meet 
with any one who does not choofe to be impofed on by them ; there is likewife no end 
of their impertinent queftions, and when they have no girls in the houfe, they make it 
no fecret, that this is an article which they undertake to provide ftrangers with. They 
have lids in which the ladies of the neighbourhood are forted according to their prices, 
and a fervant is always ready to fetch the wares which the flranger bargains for. My 
landlord, the privy-counfellor, aflured me, that there was hardly one landlord in twen- 
ty who did not deal in this trade. 

A traveller who conies out of Bohemia into Saxony, is apt to be flruck with the 
dearnefs of provifions in the latter; but it is nothing to w'hat he meets with when he 
comes from Saxony hither. Several caufes contribute to this ; among which may be 
enumerated the natural poverty of the country in feveral commodities, the high cuf- 
tonis, and many monopolies. To give you a fmall idea of the latter, the meafure of 
wood, which you know cofts a trifle at Paris, here comes to a guinea and a half, not- 
w'ithftanding that Brandenburg is full of woods of all forts. Indeed the fmall quantity 
of money in circulation, and the price of every neceflTary of life, forms a ftrong con- 
trail betwixt this place and Vienna. At Vienna you are amazed that, with fuch a cir- 
culation of money, every thing can be fo cheap, and here can hardly conceive how, 
with fo fmall a proportion of cafli, every thing can be fo dear. Conceive that you pay 
fix or feven livres here for a bottle of Burgundy which has nothing but the name of 
Burgundy; our common wines of Orleanois, Hie de France, Guyenne, &c. fell for 
three or four livres a bottle. Indeed the King is a little too hard upon the drinkers of 
wine. * 

^ In all the private houfes I have hitherto feen, there prevails a rigid ceconomy in the 
kitchen, cellar, and indeed in every part : the only article of expence is drels ; but 
you fee that the belly has been pinched for the fake of powder and riilHcs. The la- 
dies drefs in the falhion, and 1 faw forae ornaments in very great talte, and very 
rich. 

^ There is no town in Europe, except Conftantinople, which has fo numerous a gaV- 
rifon as Berlin has ; it confilts of twenty-fix thoufand men. For a little money you 
may have every thing done for you by a foldicr j they clean your Ihoes, walb, mentl, 
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pimp, and in fhort do all that is done elfewhere by Savoyards and old women. They arc 
alfo in (he cuftom of begging of Grangers, not abfolutely charity, but fomcthing to drink ; 
with which, however, they commonly purchaf'e fomcthing to eat, as the Sprey has 
water enough to quench their thiril. ■ They are not fo furly as the Imperial troops, 
and you meet with feveral fenfible men arnongfl: them. 

• As far as 1 can hitherto fee of the people of this place, they are better provided, as 
to the upper region or head, than the inhabitants of Vienna, but cannot vie with 
them in the middle regions, tiie belly, and the pockets. The vacuum in thofe, par- 
ticularly the purfe, may eafily be difeovered by an attentive obferver, and it drikes a 
ftranger forcibly. They have indeed fo little refpcfl: for the eyes and ears of the pub- 
lie, that officers and counfellors will drive a bargin for guilders with Jews in a public 
coffee-hpufe ; a thing I faw with my own eyes the day after I arrived here. The mer- 
thwts, manufadfurers, and that part of the nobility which have places, deal fo rnyf- 
terioufly in all matters of money, that you find it very difficult to difiinguilh them 
from thofe who have not any. On the other'hand, you obferve here fuch an informa- 
tion with regard to the ftate of the country, fuch a freedom in difeourfing on the mea- 
furcs of government, fuch a national pride, fuch a participation in every public occur- 
rence ; and in the military and civil officers, fuch an activity for the ftate, and (not- 
withftanding their fmall falaries) fuch a jealoufy of doing their duty, that in ail thefe 
refpefts you would think yourfelf in London. This is an evident fign that the fpirit 
of a people does not depend upon the form, but on the adminiftration of a government ; 
and that patriotifm is not the exclufive privilege of republics. They talk here about 
the King's regulations, as well as about his omijftons and commifftons^ with a degree of 
freedom, that you would only expeft to find in an Englifhraan. 

^ Though I have been here but a fhort time, I think I can take upon me to contra- 
di£I an opinion which has pretty generally gone abroad, upon the authority of fome 
gentlemen who have travelled port through the country, about the myfterioufncfs of 
this government. It is faid that there is a cloud round the King’s operations, and 
that all is fupported by his power ; for my own part, I have not feen a more open or 
more populM government than this is, that of England irfelf not excepted. The whole 
plan of adminiftration appears to me fo plain, and at all times fo open to every man’s 
Jnfpeflion, that I cannot conceive how fo falfe an eftimate can have been made. Some 
Englifhmen, who think that the effence of liberty confifts in babbling, and giving 
vent in parliament to every fpecies of ill-humour, and who, from their imprudence 
and felf-fufficiency, are the worft obfervers that travel, have moft probably fpread 
this opinion. It is not, however, neceflary to be long in the country to difeover that 
the King is no fonder of clandeftine meafures than he is of his power. The depart- 
ment of foreign affaim, and poffibly forae things which relate to the difcipline of the 
army, are the only things which are kept in fome obfeurity ; and furely no man will 
expe£l that the King will fuffer his correfpondence with his iliinifters, and the fecret of 
his treaties, to be printed and fold in the fhops : but I will talk to you more at length 
about this another time. ° 


LETTER XLVIII. 

Hcrlin* 

'JORGIVE me, brother, for having made you wait fome time for a letter, but I 
have made feveral excurfions through the country, and will now fit down to give you 
an account of my peregrinations. 


I was 
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I was three days at Potfdam. Tliis city has ftill finer houfes in it than thofe at Ber- 
lin ; but, like thefe, they are inhabited only by perfons of the lower and middling 
ranks. The fituation of^he town was much extolled to me, and for a country with ib 
much famenefs in it as Brandenburg has, it may pafs tor a fine one. Neither, how- 
ever, the buildings nor the fituation were the chief objedls of my vifit here ; what I 
came for was to fee the King, who has for fo many years been the god of the Parifian 
idolatry, the wonder of all Europe, the mafter and terror of his foes, and, in Ihort, 
who throughout all the neighbouring ttates is called I'he King par excellence. I was 
told that I might very eafily be prefented to him ; but I have always thought it a great 
piece of impertinence to think fo lightly of the leifure of a mighty monarch, as to in- 
troduce yourfelf to him without the fmallefl: pretenfion. I had the good fortune to 
fee him twice on horfeback on the parade, where, however, he is not fo regular an at- 
tendant as formerly. 

All the prints I have hitherto feen of him are only half lengths ; but there are many 
copies of a very good pidturc, in which he is drawn at full length. You may fecn one 

of thefe at Madam S ’s, at Paris, and they are fo common here, that you meet with 

them in feveral inns. The original was painted by an Italian, who having been ex- 
' tremely fortunate in hitting off the likenefs, the King fuffered copies of the pidfure to 
be taken by many good mafters here, and made prefents of them to feveral German 
princes, and thus the copies have become common. Heavily as the hand of age now 
feems to lie on this immortal man, the very ftrong likenefs of the face ftill remains. 
The King of Pruffia is hardly of the middling fize, but ftrong built and thick fet. His 
body is now much bent, and his head fliakes, but his eyes are ftill piercing, and roll 
about when he is obferving. Peace, order, refolution, and carneftnefs are marked upon 
his face. There is likewife that particular look about him which is common to all great 
perfonages, and which I ftiould call indifference to all that furrounds him, were it not 
that you fee evidently, that he takes an uncommon intereft in the things which he con- 
ceives fpecially to belong to his province. The editor of Voyages en differents Fays de 
V Europe, Mr. Pilati, fays, that every thing at Berlin and Potfdam is carried on in filence, 
and that nothing can be known either of the King’s private life, or of his public affairs. 
There is an univerfal opinion of the kind gone out about this court : If you will believe 
fome Englilhmen, efpecially Mr. Wraxall, the genuis which animates the Prufllan mo- 
narchy, is a man-hating, light-ffiining genius, who in imperceptible darknefs ftrikes con- 
ftantly at the eftates of the fubjedts and lays fnares for them. It is impoflible to form a 
falfer judgment of the King. • Mr. Pilati, who contradidls himfelf in more places than 
one, fajrs in another part of his letters, that the King’s hours are fo regularly diftributed, 
that at any time you may know what he is then doing. Indeed the true caufe why fo 
little is to be faid of the King’s private life, is the great fimplicity and regularity of it. 
Here is no minifter to enter into intrigues with, to ruin a man of honour who ftands 
in his way j no miftrefs whofe humour a man muft ftudy to get the favourable minute 
to obtain a right, or have jullice done him for an injury, or of whofe adventures he 
muft keep a regifter, to revenge himfelf on her by bon- mots, epigrams, and anec- 
dotes ; — no queen to puzzle and perplex the court every morning with the very great 
problem^ whether Ihe has flept with her hufband or not, whether Ihc is breeding or 
not, and whether the falhion will not undergo fome revolution, commanded by Her 
Majefty, in the courfe of the enfuing week. The princes and princeffes of the blood 
have neither difputes for precedency to fettle, nor cabals to contrive, nor large play 
debts to difeharge,* nor any of the mighty bufineffes which are the daily occupations of 
other courts to difpatch j the King neither hunts nor goes to balls or theatres (a few 
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operas only excepted) ; he has no occafion to advife with a minifter of finance, how, or 
from what funds the miflrefs’s new drefs, or her now houfe, or her new garden, or 
her journey to ■ ■■ fliall be paid; — nothing is undertaken here for which the money is not 
ready. The King of Pruflia has neither favourite, nor confefTor, nor court fool (who, 
vnetatu nmtandis, is ftill in good credit in the other courts of Germany, and whofe part 
tJie confeflTor ino/Hy plays). 

Under thcfc circumfiances, the court anecdotes of the day muft neceflarily be very 
few ; but yet the King gives himi'elf fo little trouble to be concealed, that as the Eng- 
lifhtnan, Moore obferves, it is no difficult matter to arrive at his bed-chamber unper* 
ceived : he is furrounded neither by a guard or a fwann of footmen and valets ds 
ebambre ; he often walks alone in the gardens of Sans Soucy, and wherever he is, 
except at a review, no man is kept at a dillance. 

It is owing to the fame fimplicity and order which obtains in his private life, that the 
operations of the King of Prufiia’s government make fo little noife. Whoever con- 
fidershis adminiftration as myfterious, or his dealings as eflabliffied in intrigue, falls into 
the error fo common to all us mortals, of thinking there is intrigue wherever there is 
fimplicity; hence it is, that we do not fee the truth that is under our nofes. Some- 
times, however, a man’s over zeal works out fomewhat bitter from his own gall, and 
this I conceive to have been Mr. Wraxall’s cafe. 

It is true, that the King neither holds ilated councils, nor yet a Lit de Jvjlice ; he has 
no parliament w'hofe members are promoted for their flatteries, and banilhed for their 
oppofnion. The princes of the blood have no opportunity of compelling him by repre- 
fentatms or proicjlatiom againfl his tr\eal'ures, either to forbid them appearing at court 
on certain days, or to pay their debts ; men of honour are not baniflied from him by 
Lettres de Cachet^ nor can the miniflers cabal againfl: them ; neither is this King com- 
pelled fo appeal to the love and patriotifm of his fubjefts, as often as the invention of 
the minifter of finance is exhaufted, and the poor man has no artifice, fave flattery, left 
to wring the laft penny from their purfes ; he knows nothing of ftate lotteries, nor of 
annuities, nor of loans, nor of new vingtiemes^ nor of augmenting the capitation; he has 
no dons gratuits to expeft from his clergy, nor is he obliged to threaten them with re- 
formation in religion, if they will not make him the prefents required; he has no bifhops 
nor forbonne, who imprifon fenfiblc men, and take away their ebarafter in the public 
eftimation, in order to preferve their own places ; his minifters can neither make par- 
ties amongft themfelves, nor play at the blind cow with him.-— All this mull in truth 
render the government very uniform, and affords very little fubjefl: for news. 

I fpent many days in confidcring in what part of this adminiftration it would be pof- 
fible to introduce myftery, without being able to make a probable conje£l:ure. There 
is, indeed, a myftery incidental to foreign affairs, from the very nature of them, which 
even the Englifli miniftry contrive religioufly to conceal from the eyes of parliament ; 
but as to home occafions, neither the religion, the nobility, nor any part of the ftate is 
ever at variance with the whole. Far from endeavouring to undermine the rights of 
the nobility, the King takes all poffible pains .to maintain them in the full poffelfion of 
them. He has aflifted the Silefian nobility, who are the moft powerful in his country, 
by lending them large fums of money, at one and a half per cent. The fame thing has 
been done for the nobility of other countries who have wanted his afliftance. No com- 
munity, city, or religious order, is in the leaft danger of having their privileges intruded 
upon, as long as they are not detrimental to the advantage of the whole. The rich 
cloyflers in Silefia and the Weftern PruflTia, have not the leaft thing \o apprehend. 
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The Pruflian goveniment is generally confiderod in other coiuitnVs a.-; the tnofi; defpo- 
tic timt exifts, though, in fatl, nothing can be Icfs (b, 'I'lic maxim which is the foiin- 
daiion of the Britifli conftitulion, Lex in regno fm jupciiorcs habet Deum ei Regent, is no 
where fo well obferved as it Is here. People will not furcly call a rigid obfervation of 
the laws which promote the good of the Hate defpoiifm ; and what iuHances are there 
of the King’s ever having allowed himfclf any thing that befpoke arbitrary feutiments ? 
In no counli 7 are the rights of reafon, the rights of nature, the culloms, and particular 11a- 
tutes which do not militate againft the happinefs of the whole, better obferved and guard- 
ed than they are in the PruHlan dominions. No where does government direft all its 
Heps lb exadly according to the rule of right as it docs here. The ftrongcH proof that 
can be given of this aflertion, is the confideration of the adminiftration of finances. 
Taxes are the only mark of univerfal defpotifm, all other a£ls of power aff'eding only 
particular perfons, and chiefly thofe who for their own interclt fubjed thcmfclvcs to 
them ; but taxes are levied equally upon all the people. Let us therefore fee how it is 
w ith taxes in the Pruflian dominions. 

Exclufive of the crown lands, mines, manufactures, and other revenues of royalty, 
the finance fyftem of the King of Pruflia refts upon the two'plaineft grounds that can 
be, the taxes and cuftoms. The taxes fall upon the mod numerous and moft ufeful 
clafs of the people, to wit, the farmers and holders of land ; and they are as moderate 
when compared with the value of things, as thofe of any other country in Europe. The 
farmers in the Pruflian dominions, as the Englilhman Moore himfelf acknowledges, 
are as well off as thofe of any other country whatever ; they compofe at lea ft three - 
fourths of the King’s fubjeds ; and the good circumftances of fo large a part of the na- 
tion, is a good compenfation in the eyes of humanity for the nobility not being fo rich 
as in England and France. In both thefe countries the farmers, though they con- 
Ititute what is properly called the nation, or people, are the laft thought of by govern* 
ment. 

It is worth while to compare the ftate of the Englifli farmers with that of the PrulTian 
ones ; as it is by fuch coinparifons alone that we can form to ourfelves diftindl notions 
. of liberty and defpotifm, as well as of the little dependance that is to be placed on the 
accounts of things given by F.nglilh travellers, who are wont to treat as flaves all nations 
who have no nabobs, nor lords, nor corrupt brawlers in parliament, nor yet a king 
whom every rafeal is at liberty to throw dirt at under the maik of patriotifm. 

The fubftantial Englifli farmers cannot be taken into our comparifon, on account of 
the fmallnefs of their numbers; for, according to the accounts the Englifli writers thera- 
fclves give, they hardly make the fixtieth part of the whole, and are exaClly what the 
pofleflbrs of fmall eftates and the farmers of the crown lands are here ; or rather 
the number of thefe is much greater in Pruflia than that of the fubftantial farmers in 
England. 

The number of yeomen, freeholders, and copy-holders, who have the right of chufmg 
members of parliament, is alfo very fmall, and it is^ well known that their right of elediou 
is a vain title. The nobility, whofe tenants they are in great meafure, or who can bring 
them under their dominion various ways, rob them of their votes cither by open power 
or fecret bribery. 

In the prefent ftate of things in England, the farmer has evidently no fliare in the le* 
gillation ; he is in the ftrongeft fenfe of the word, a Have of a fuperior order. He is 
compelled to go as a foldier or failor to America, or the Eaft or Weft Indies, and the 
higheft and lefs numerous clafs of the people enjoy the fruits of his labours. Thequan- 
tiiy of gold which he brings back to England, at the expence of his blood, raifes the 
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price of things, fo that he is not able to export the produce of his lands ; anc| a part of 
the bed land in Europe mud have remained uncultivated, had not parliament granted 
fuch large bounties on exportation, as enabled the holders of it to fupport the compe- 
tition of other nations : nor can even this precarious date of the corn trade lad longer 
than till fuch times as the navy of Ruflia and other dates, which border on Poland, fhall 
improve. As foon as lluilia and Prudia lhall have a fuificient navy, and the agriculture 
of Poland is become what it is capable of being brought to, the Englilh corn trade will 
of courfe be dedroyed. That fydem of convenience, which Great Britain has taken up 
for fo many years pad in defiance of judice and the law of nations, is as opprefiive to 
the farmer, as it is advantageous to the nobility and trading pan of the country. It 
is the former who mud fight out the wars which this fydem introduces ; they are prin- 
cipally aifeded by the dagnation and dill of national credit, the immenfe debt of the 
country, and the exchange of coin for paper-money. The increafe of taxes, in the cafe 
of a war, ail fall ultimately upon them, as this event at once takes a great number of 
hands from the plough, and the internal confumption is lefiened by the abfence of fo 
many thoufand men from their native country. The dangers of the fea, and the poli- 
tical date in which Great Britain has been for thefe fourfeore years pad, almod confine 
their corn trade to the countries from which the larged quantities are exported in time 
of peace. A long war neceflarily occafions a great increafe of dreet robbers and thieves, 
who are all of the clafs of farmers, and are a new plague to the country people. The 
wars England has been engaged in during the lad century, which taken altogether oc- 
cupy half that period, have diminifhed the population, to the great detriment of agricul- 
ture. Whatever is faid of the population of Englaild, it does not bear any proportion to 
thofe of France, Italy, and Germany, the fize of the refpeftive countries being taken 
into the account. In thefe countries there are two thoufand five hundred men to every 
fquare mile, and in England hardly one thoufand nine hundred; and yet it has a greater 
proportion of the neceflaries of life than any country. 

Blinded by a falfe appearance of freedom, the Englilh farmer thinks that he is fight- 
ing for the good of his country, whild in faft he is fighting to fupport the vices of the 
great. This the true caufe why fome Englilh writers have thought, that indrufting 
farmers prejudiced the date, and have contended for keeping them in a date of favage 
barbarity, as a thing efiential to the happinefs of the whole. The true meaning of this 
is, that the nation would have foldiers and failors to fight through dorms and batteries 
for a freedom which hardly a twentieth part of the nation polfelTes. 

Dr. Moore thinks that the King of l^ullia’s reafon for contributing fo much to the 
profperity of his formers is, that they may fupply him with foldiers. None but an Eng- 
lilhman, who is ufed to didort every thing to the ojpinion which bed fijits his prejudices, 
could have had fuch an idea. Hardly two-fifth or the Prullian army confid of formers 
ions ; above half are foreigners, and the other half is made up equally from town and 
country. Pilati flatly contradids Moore in this particular. He informs us, that the 
Pruflian armies are made up of men^ which ancient Rome Would not have accepted of 
for her defenders, to wit, inanufodurere. I lhall not take up your time nor my own in 
writing down any more of thefe conceits, which only make a fenfible man laugh. The 
King of Pruffia, as the reafon of things directs, and far differently from the Englilh le- 
giflature, confiders the peafants as the mod ufeful metbbers of the community. He 
does not trouble bimfelf with foreign colonies, which deprive the fond of the hands ne- 
ceffary to till it, and which the peafant is obliged to defend for the advantage of the dif- 
fipated part of the nation. His fydem of politics refts neither on being mad^ of the 
fea, nor on the vanity of interfering in all the concerns of the European powers, for the 
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fake of having the doubtful name of the maintainerof the balance and freedorii of Eu- 
rope, which has embroiled the English in fo many wars, whatever may have been falfely 
laid to the contrary. His peafants, as I will iheyv you in a future letter, are in no danger 
of being the viftims of ambition, as thofe of England conftantly are. It is impoilible for 
the Prullians ever to be put to the difficulty of not being able to part with what their 
land produces. In England, according to the account of the befi politicians, large trafls 
of the beft land is uncultivated. In Pruffia, even the dry fands are ploughed. In Eng- 
land a man of fortune has it in his power to put a forced price upon the corn in the 
market to his own profit, and to the great detriment of the neighbouring farmers. 
Here the country is not only free from all fuch afts of power of the nobility, but the 
king, by wife regulations and by magazines, contrives to keep the com at a confiant 
high price : this he effefts by wife regulations, and laying out large funis to keep his 
granaries always full. The bounty granted by the Engliln patlianient for the exporta- 
tion of com, bears no proportion to the fums fpent by the King of Pruffia on the im- 
provement of agriculture. He not only gives thofe who are inclined to improve the wafie 
lands, wood for building, cattle, and (lock of all kinds, but lays out large fums of mo- 
ney amongfl: the poor farmers. For feveral years paft he has given the inhabitants of 
the Middlemark alone 16,000 thalers a year, and, according to a computation made, he 
gives every year about 700,000 guilders i. e. 2,500,000 French livres amongfi the poor 
fanners. The yearly out-goings for colonies, caufeways, canals, &c. all which have the 
advancement of agriculture in view, coft him no lefs. The great advantage which the 
Prulfian farmer has over the Englifh, that which renders him, without a doubt, the freeft 
and happiefi farmer upon earth, is, that his land-tax is never increafed $ this circum- 
flance alone would be fufficient to lilence all the clamours raifed about Pruffian def- 
potifm, were the perfons who raife them capable of any lhame, or did they take any 
trouble to fee more .of the country than it is poffible they fliould fee by riding poll 
through it. 

The taxes in the King of Pruffiti's dominions are fubjedl to no alteration. In the very 
prcfTarc of the Silefian war, when all Europe thought that the Pruffian country mull be 
drained to the uttermoft farthing, they were not raifed a fix-pence ; and had the war 
been longer and Hill more violent, they would not have been raifed. This is due to the* 
perfefl: knowledge which the king has of the ftate of the country, and his averfion to 
defpoiifm and arbitrary power. He knew that taxes are doubly diftreffing to the farmers 
amidft the defolations and diftrelTes of war, and that any iticreafe of them mull be ex- 
tremely pernicious, at a time when from the abfcnce of the troops the confumption of 
the produce is leflened, the country plundered by incurfions of the enemy, and many 
ufeful hands taken from the plough. 

Mr. Piiati, who does juftice to the King’s attention to the improvement of agriculture, 
concludes what he fays on this fubjecl with this remark : Notwithfianding all that the 
King has done to promote it, agriculture will not flourilh in the<Pruffian dominions, on 
account of the fmallnefs oPthe circulation.” I cou]d obl’erve no diftrefs arifing from any 
circumftance of this kind ; on the contrary, what I faw of the drefs, the furniture of ■ 
their houles, and the way of life, bofpoke a degree of eafe, which approached very nearly 
to luxury ; indeed, it appears a priori, that the inhabitants of the country cannot be ex- 
pofed t6 that want of money which is felt in the great towns ; they are the great canals, 
or, if I may be allowed the expreflion, the great reftrvmrs of the gold, which comes .to 
thent through the (mall canals of the ftate, and returns from them through fmall canals 
to the body. The whole machine of government is calculated for their benefit t they 
feel the excife and monopolies lefs than any perfons, and may fcee tbcmfelves entirely 
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from th;'ir burthens, if, according to the King’s paternal requifition, they will abflain 
from luxury. It is the manufacturers, artilts, petty tradefmen, and above all, the lower 
and middling inhabitants of the great cities, who are compelled to confumc the produc- 
tions ol the country, and the farmer has all the benefit of it ; indeed, the whole Pruffian 
fyflcin of ciilloms is adapted for the peculiar advantage of the latter ; for inllance, the 
object in the extravagant duties on foreign wines, is to compel the people to drink the 
beer of the country, in the making of which the farmer employs his barley and his hops. 
The foldier gives every thing to the farmer ; his clothing, his eating, his drinking, all 
contribute to the profperity of the inhabitants of the country. An evident reafon why 
the Prufiian farmers mull be the very people who can know no want of money, is, that 
the produftious of the country are much dearer than they arc in any of the neighbouring 
countries, though the fale is much greater. 

I have reatl in a German review the account of a work, the author of which attempts 
to prove, that the advantages enjoyed by the Prullian farmers over the otlier ortlers of 
the Rate, will fome time or other prove dangerous to the conflitution ; but is it not na- 
tural, is it not republican, is it not confonant to the dignity of man to conceive, that the 
mofl: ufeful, and moll numerous part of a community Ihould have the greateft authority 
in it? Shall a parcel of lords poflefs all the advantages of that freedom which the farmer 
is obliged to -give his blood to defend ? 

Mr. Pilati, who often contradi£ls what he has proved, and often proves what he has 
contradicted, makes a remark in his account of Sicily, which, though it does not agree 
with what he himfelf had faid before of the Rate of agriculture in Pruffia, does great ho- 
nour to the Pruflian adminiRration. After having contraRed the profufe bleffings of 
nature in this ifland, with her Rep-mother treatment of the countries under the Pruflian 
dominions, he tells us, that notwithRanding this, the Pruflian farmers are happier than 
thofe of Sicily. What a god-like adminillration muR that be, which makes the inha- 
bitants of a Tandy waRe happier than the poflTcflbrs of a country, which both ancient and 
modern writers extol as a miracle of fruitfulnefs and wealth ! The land in Sicily pro- 
duces a hundred fold, and in Pruffia it is a miracle when the mays yields feven or eight 
.times, and the corn twelve or fifteen times, what has been fown. The Sicilians, befides 
the corn trade, have oil, filk, wine, citrons, oranges, fugar, and feveral other moR va- 
luable articles. T’he Pruflians have only a few turnips, crab-applcs, and nuts ; and yet 
the latter are richer than the former ; and is it not far more honourable to the admi- 
niflration of Pruffia, that notwithRanding the niggardlinefs of nature, the greatefl part of 
the inhabitants are happier than if it pouefled a dozen Lords Clive, Cavendifli, and Bal- 
timore, and three fcore Dukes Pignatelli, Monteleone, and Matalone ? If one confiders, 
as it is juR to do, the very unfavourable ibil that was to be worked upon, it will appear 
that the King has done wonders in agriculture. I faw feveral tra£ls of cultivated land, 
which fourteen or fifteen years ago were barren fands. The number of villages and 
houfes in his feveral dominions, which he has either made, or fo improved, that they 
are not to be known again, amounts^ to feveral hundreds. As the morafles contain fome 
of the beR land here, he fpends immenfe fums in drying them ; upon the w'hole, you 
fee that agriculture here, is what nature preferibesit fhall be, the ground -work of every 
political operation of the country. The miniRers and privy-counfellors dedicate to the 
improvement of it thofe private hours, which in other countries they give to pleafure, 
play, or caballing for each others places. The prime miniRer Herijbergy who, in every 
fenfe of the word, is one of the greafeR men ot the prefent century, has an eRate fome 
miles from hence, in the improvement of which he fpends his hours of relaxation from 
the cares of Rate. In almolt every village you meet with a nobleman, whofe principal 
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occupation is agriculture, and who poffeffes the art of making his amufement and bufi- 
nds coincide. In order to find out to what produce the foil of Pruflia is beft adapted, 
they not only import feeds from Poland, Ruffia, England, Sicily, and the other countries 
of Europe, but have made feveral fine experiments with corn from Barbary and Egypt. 
'I'he moil brilliant zera of the King’s government, in his own eyes, is that which is dif- 
tluguifhed by foine ufeful improvement in agriculture. I was told an anecdote which 
does him more honour than the Emperor of China derives from opening the ground 
with a golden plough. There is a privy-counfellor here of the name of Brenkenhoff, a 
man who, born without a penny, had made himfelf worth millions by his induftry. This 
gentleman, fome years fince, diftinguifhed himfelf by his improvements in agriculture, 
iimongft other things, he ferit for rye from Archangel, which fucceeded fo well, that 
by degrees they begged his feeds all through Pomerania, Silefia, Brandenburgh, and 
pruflia ; and the country gained confiderable fums, which before ufed to be paid to the 
Poles and Ruffians for this commodity. In confcquence of this, whenever Mr. Bren- 
kenhoff has any thing to afkof the King for himfelf or the province, he always couches 
his requeft in the following manner : “ Had not 1 brought rye from Archangel, Your 
Majefly and your fubjefts would have been without fo many thoufands you now poffefs ; 
it is therefore fit and proper that you likewife grant me my requeft.” The King not 
only makes it a rule never to deny him any thing he alks, but has often faid, “ Bren- 
kenhoft' is the moft extraordinary man bom in this country under my adminiftration, 
and 1 am proud of him.” Mr. Brenkenhoff has imported large quantities of camels and 
buffaloes from Afia, for the improvement of agriculture. The race of the latter thrive 
very well under the Pruffian fky. I have likewife feen fomc of them at Saltzburg, 
where, notwithftanding the fouthern fituation, the climate is not warmer than it is in 
Pruflia ; but the lazinefs of this animal renders all his other advantages of no account. 
The experiment with camels was attended with no fuccefs. The rearing of flieep, and 
cultivation of tobacco are, after the com trade, the great refourcesof this country. They 
allb make a large quantity of coarfe filk, but this is rather the entertainment of fpecu- 
lative farmers, than a regular produce of the country. The nobility, clergy, and pof- 
felfors of great eftates, are the only ones who attend to it. It is, however, very remark- 
able, that there are twelve thoufand pounds of filk wove every year in Pruflia ; whilft 
Hungary, whofe climate is undoubtedly as favourable to this produce as any country in 
Europe, cannot raife above feven or eight thoufand pounds worth, notwithftanding all 
the pains taken by government for the improvement of this branch of commerce. Once 
again, brother, I muft repeat it, the Pruffian land-holders, who are fecured againft every 
arbitrary impofition, and in every poffible way fupported and protefted, are a greater 
fymptom of national liberty, than a dozen fat lords, or a corrupt parliament. In my 
next letter I will fpeak to you of the people who really feel the preffure of cxcifii and 
monopolies, and amongft whom there is of courfe extreme poverty. 

I cannot fend away this letter without obferving, that the very way in which the King 
exercifesthe functions of government, is a plain proof of his not having any fecret or 
myfterious views with refpefl: to any of his fubjetts. A defpot, who is not to be con- 
fined by any regard to reftitude and juftice, who is always diftinguilhing betwixt his 
own advantage and the utility of the whole, and who wants to cheat his people without 
their obferving it, muft have either fools for his minifters, whom he may cheat as he 
docs the people, or he muft have a favourite, whom he can make ufe of for his myfte- 
rious purpofes. Neither of thefe is the cafe with the King of Pruflia. His minifters and 
counfellors are all of them the moft enlightened patriots; and many of them would 
a figure as men of letters, if they had time, or would give themfelves the trouble of 
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writing. With regard to a favourite, the very name is unknown in this country. Vol- 
taire, the Marquis D*Argens, Algarotti, Quintus Icilius, and Baftiani, were only the 
companions of idle hours, and knew lels of the government than any body, as Voltaire 
has^ often proved by his bon mots. Thefe beaux ej^rits were obliged to keep within 
their proper fphere, and never could bring the King to be Bimiliar with them, how little 
foever he made them feel the difference of rtink in the ordinary affairs of life. 

The King pofTeffes the rare and great talent of letting himielf down to every man, 
without forgetting himfelf in the leaft. His reader and fecretary dare not bring him 
either complaint or petition. The King appears to be exceedingly miftruftful of him- 
felf, and to fear leaft his daily converfation and familiarity with all forts of people fhould 
lead him into error. His fecretary, who paffes fo many hours of every day^ with him in 
private, muft lay all the bufinefs to be done before him in form. His minifters are the 
only perfons he refers to j they are the executors of his will. 

It has been frequently obferved, that no King upon the face of the earth is fo well 
ferved as the King of Pruflia, though there is none who pays his fervants fo ill. But 
thefe good fervants are not to be procured by mere feverily j they muft have obferved, 
that the King far excels them in underftanding, and that he himfelf ftriflly adheres to 
the rules of juftice and equity, which he lays down.for the condud of others. Had they 
difcovered a weak fide, either in the heaa or heart of the monarch, there would have 
been an end of their good fervices. It is only to his extreme impartiality, his juftice, 
and his fuperior underftanding, that we muft afcribc the adivity and order in the Pruf- 
fian courts of juftice. No pnnce of the blood has the llighteft advantage over a farmer 
in a law-fuit. When a difpute happens with a fubied upon any part of the domain or 
crown lands, there is no judge who dares have a leaning towards the King’s fide } on 
the ccmtrary, in this cafe they are ordered to have a leaning againft him. The fame 
averfion to defpotifm leads him to make it no fecret, that he does not think the kings 
of the earth are placed here as gods of it, and vicegerents of the Almighty. He looks 
upon the royal dignity as a ftation, which, like that of a general, and many others, has 
been eftablimed through human difpofitions, and to which, in confequence of thefe dif- 
pofitionsy birth alone gives a title. He makes as little ufe of religion as he docs of po- 
litics, to blind his people, or keep up his authority by faith and opinion. The confciouf- 
nefs that he is capable of no injuftice or ad of power, can alone fet him above this 
Machiavelian policy. To conclude my thefis, that the King is nothing lefs than a defpot, 

1 muft obferve, that he has no over-bearing pallion ; fame is by no means his purfuit ; 
he defpifes all the applaufe pf men from his heart. The great phyfiognomift, Lavater, 
muft have obferved in his countenance, that he defpifes man himfelf ; at leaft 1 think I 
can affirm, with a degree of fufficient confidence, that the King appears Icfsin no man’s , 
eyes^han he does in his own. Flatterers have very little to exped from him ; and thofe 
who have written againft him with the greateft bittemefs, may be aftured that he has no 
gall ag^ft them. The Abbd Raynal, who is at prefent herer, is a fure proof of. this. 
There is no place in the world in which there is lefs noife made about the King’s adions 
than there is at Berlin. None of the newfpapers of the country fay a word about them ; 
and there would not have been a word faid about them at all, if feme patriots of other 
countries had not taken it into thdr heads, of late, to blow the trumpet of fame, when- 
ever their governors did any thing that was not palpably abfurd or impertinent. Thefe 
fulfome panegyrifts ftirred up feme Pruffian patriots, who love thdr King, to ihew the 
world, that Frederic, who is fo unknown to moft ftrangers, does more in filence than 
half a dozen other demi-gods of the earth put together. The world was aftoniftied when it 
learned, that fer years paft the King had diftributed feveral millions amongft his fubjeds, 

2 , and 



RISSBECR's travels through GERMANY. 183 

and thewritersof newfpapers took it very ill that he haddonethiswithout their knowledge. 
It was not till within thefe few years, that we knew that the land-tax in the Prullian domini- 
ons is never altered, though this fyllem is as old as the time of the King’s coming to the 
crown. Long before the philofophers of the laft twenty-five years (for, till within thefe 
laft five and twenty years, there has been no philofophy) began to declaim againft capi- 
tal punilhments, the torture, and the duration of law-fuits, all thefe things had been 
banilhed out of the Pruflian dominions, without any fcribbler taking the trouble^ to fing 
a Te Deum about it, (Beccaria himfelf makes this obfervation.) Avarice is as little the 
King’s weak fide as the love of fame. Nobody gives more willingly than he does, 
when he fees that the money is likely to be made good ufe of. He has money in his 
head, and notin his heart ; and oeconomy is one of the firft virtues of a governor.—- 
But I lhall fay more of thisir my next. 


LETI1ER XLVII. 

Berlin, 

THROUGH all Germany, and particularly through all Saxony, it paffes for an 
efiablilhed truth, that the King of Prufiia knows nothing of the true prindples of trade. 
Til the Dutch coifee-houfes, thofe eternal fountains of political nonfenfe, he & treated aa 
an ignorant dabbler. That foreign merchants ihould think this, or fay fo, does not at 
all furprife me ; When they blame the King, they only fpeak like the great Roman ora- 
tor, pro domofua ; it is impolfible that they ihould be pleafed with thofe principles which 
preclude them from the power of robbing the King’s fubje£ls of their money j — ^but we 
hear the fame complaints herCf and in the other countries fubjed: to the King. There 
are men here, who are always crying out on excife, cufioms, and monopolies, and ex- 
tolling univerfal liberty as the firfi: principle of trade. It is very true, that the excife 
makes the manufadures fo expenfive, that feveral of the Pruilian, whofe produdions are 
extremely good, cannot fupport a competition with thofe of other countries. It is very 
true, that the many monopolies to be met with here, are a great reftraint upon national 
induftry ; Hill however in my opinion, the King of Prufiia may be defended. The fad 
is this ; every thing here is conneSted, but the true principles on which the excife and 
monopoly fyftems in Prufiia are grounded are not feen, becaufe, like many o%her things 
in the Prufilan dominions, they are too near the eyes— -let us fee if we can explain thefe 
matters a little. 

Neither commerce, nor manufadures, nor the encouragement of private induftry, 
which tend to produce a great inequality in national riches, and render part of the peo- 
ple affluent at the expence of the reft ; neither all thefe, nor any part of thefe, are the 
corncr-ftone of the Prufilan edifice of ftate j it refts on agriculture only \ and if we con- 
fider the King of Prufiia’s politics in this point of view, we lhall find an exad fymmetry 
of parts in them. 

It is on this principle, that that part of the fulyeds which is the moft numerous, has 
the lead bufinefs, and is moft inclined to live at the expence of the working inhabitant 
of the country, is obliged to contribute moft to the expences of the ftate. Whoever 
will take the trouble of comparing the fevoal articles of the Philfian exdfe with each 
other, will foon find that they bear the exadeft proportion poflible to luxury, and are, 
as they ought to be, always the higher, the more the article of confumption on which 
they are laid is remote from the firft neceflaries of life, whfeh the farmer fupplies. Fmr 
this reafon the excife always varies, and muft do fo. The King has an exad account 
laid before him of all the articles of luxury imported from abroad. When he lees that 
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the confumption of any article rifes Immoderately, he immediately leflens it, by raiiing 
the excil'e on that ariide ; ho has done fo lately by coffee, which, according to his ac- 
count, had taken many millions out of his country for fome years paft. The meaning 
of this manoeuvre was to rocommend to his fubjetts warm heor, which is the produce of 
flu- country, is a more w lioichune, and more palatable food than coffee, and from the 
iile of wliich he himfelf had found great benefit when he was young. Another time he 
obi'erved, t'lat 12,000 fiorins wortli of eggs were every^year brought to Berlin out of 
Saxoiiy. In order to favc hh; fubjccts tliis cxpence, Ife immediately laid a confidcrablo 
tax on the Saxon eggs, and thus encouraged Ins own farmers to breed chickens. This 
principle is one of the plaineft in legiflation ; it is that which prevails in all enlightened 
countries, only not with tisc lame good fenfe and equity as in Prnffia. Indeed the Eng- 
lilh cuffoms and excil'e are much more Itoffile to eating and drinking than the Pruffian ; 
and it is a proverb in Holland, that of every dilh of lifli he eats, a man pays five parts to 
the Hate, and one to the liffimongcr. 

'Ihe complaints which have the moft foundation of truth in them, are thofe w hich 
arc made with refpeft to the price of the abfolute neceffaries of life. Thefe, it is faid, 
are lb high, that it raifes the price of work too much, and by fo doing, tends to ruin, 
not only the Pruffian manufattures, but the monopoly itl'elf. But thefe taxes only af- 
fetl the inhabitants of the towns, the artifts, manulafturers, labourers, merchants, and 
all who live by the fervice of the ftate. 

In order to form a juft notion of the influence which high taxes have upon the necef- 
faries of life, one fhould confider the connedion which the induftry of the citizen has 
with the produdions of the country, before one allows one felf to think of its effeds on 
foreign trade. The King of Pruffia, who in every thing follows the order of nature, has 
not been fp foiicitous to procure money from foreigners, as to flop the channels through 
which his own money went out of the country. Clonfidcr things in this light, and you 
will find; that the imports on the neceffaries of life have not been any reftraint on pri- 
vate induftry ; for the price of work has kept on a level with the price of the neceffaries 
of life, and the cxcife has only been a new and larger canal to affift the circulation of 
money. The King, who regularly purfued his plan of making the country independant 
of foreign induftry, took care the money paid by the fubjed Ihould How back from the 
exchequer by the fureft channels. Thus all that was fjjent by tlie foldier, and all that 
the. inhabitants of great towns fpent for the comforts of life, flowed back again to the 
farmer, and encouraged internal agriculture and induftry. In order that this might be 
fo, the duties on foreign goods, fuch as cloths, linens, and the like, were always fo high, 
that only the higheft degree of luxury could prefer them to the fame commodities made 
at home ; and it was proper that thofe who had this degree of luxury fliould be punilhed 
for it. 

, As to the exportation of Pruffian manufadures, which of courfe would be affeded 
by the excife ; all that is to be faid is, that the leffer evil is to .be preferred to a greater. 
Luxury is the ruin of a ftate. Immoderate enjoyment is the greateft political fin. An 
unequal participation of national riches is the caufe why half a people are tyrants, and 
the other half /laves. Thus cry out our philofophers here, and they are in the right. 
Still more, you find it obferved in almoft every parliamentary debate in England, that 
Britilb freedom will be ruined by the difproportionate riches of part of its members, and 
the facility there is of acquiring them. They fay that pleafure, cori’uption, ambition, 
and extreme poverty, have enervated the nation ; but how is it poffible to fet bounds to 
luxury and iramenfe riches, except by the Pruffian excife ? The ntore a man fpends, 
and the richer he is, the more he pays to the ftate, which divides this overflow of the 

richer 



riesbeck’s travels through germahy. 185 

richer clafs amongfl: the poorer, and by this means rellores the balance as much as it is 
poflible to do it. Once grant that the real ftrength of a people confifts in frugality, in- 
duftry, and an eqilal divifion of property, and you muft be content to put yourfelf above 
the trifling inconveniences, which a finall part of the whole muft unavoidably be expofed 
to, from an attention to thefe maxims. 

Is there any country that has wafted its ftrength on merchandize, that has been able 
to fupport itfelf long ? The tmmenfe quantity of riches, the inevitable conloqucnces of 
the freedom of trade, have always drawn along with them luxury, extravagance, etfemi- 
nacy, tyranny, and the confequent ruin of the country. Mr. Wraxall himfclf, who has 
echoed the outcry of the merchant on the Pruflian i'yftom of finance, but who might 
have convinced hirnfelf, in the houfes of the Pruflian fanners, that the King’s fubjeds 
arc not at all in arms againft him, as he fays they are •, Mr. Wraxall hirnfelf is the 
warmeft declaimer againft the pride and tyranny which great riches have introduced in 
England ; but let him fltew me another dam to thefe ravages, befides that which has 
been oppofed to them by the King of Pruflia. 

It is a ftrange perverting of political reafoning, when one hears the fame man cry in 
England, that the great wealth of the nobility hath undermined the wealth of the ftate, 
and finds him in Pruflia joining the Pruflian nobility in faying, that the profperity of the 
farmers is hurtful to the interefts of Pruflia. Hiftory can fliew no example of the prof- 
perity of the farmers having excited convulfions in a ftate ; whereas it abounds in in- 
ftances of ftates overturned by the power of the nobles and the freedom of trade. The 
fanner feldom has too much; but if he does happen to be rich, his income is more 
equally divided than that of the inhabitants of the city ; he has befides more children to 
provide for out of it ; befides this, as the farmer’s fubftance is procured by hard labour* 
he is more frugal in the management of it, and on that account likewife lefs hurtful to 
the ftate. 

The Pruflian fyftem of excife does not in the leaft affeft the real profperity of the 
fubjefl ; it afFefts only the confumption and the difordefly foreign trade. The only 
objeft of it is to make the fubjefls frugal ; and frugality is the mother of induftry. 
There is no fcience in which fo much fophiftry has been ufed as in that of ftate oeco- 
noray. It is generally thought that trade alone will make a country rich, whereas no- 
thing is fo falfe. Cadiz, Naples, Lilbon, Smyrna, Aleppo, and many other flourilhing 
trading towns I could mention, flourilh at the expence of the countries to which they 
belong. When they cry out in Pruflia, that trade has fallen oflF, it only means that the 
confumption has decreafed ; no doubt it is a falling off to the. dealers in coflee, that 
they cannot fell as much coffee as they were ufed to do ; but thefe people, who hre the 
perfons that have raifed the outcry againft the King, ought to confider, that a country 
of Jews (I fpeak of modern Jews) is the moft wretched of all countries, and that a 
governor is in the right to concern hirnfelf very little about what may be for their 
advantage. * 

If foreign trade has decreafed in the Pruflian dominions, on the other hand induftry 
has increafed. I'lierc is a vifible proof of this in the aftonilhing increafe of towns and 
of population. No country in Europe of the fame fizc has doubled its population, as 
the Pruflian dominions have done (in thefe I do not comprife the conquered countries) 
within the fpace of fifty years. This Angle fa£t contradids all the outcry about Pruflian 
dfefpotifm. Effeds muft always correfpond with their caufes, and no adminiftration 
holtile to huinaRity, could produce fuch an aftonilhing increafe of men. 

Even the monopolies make part of the King’s fyftem of univerfal benevolence. I lhall 
not enter into an exad difquifition of every fingle article, but only confider that which 
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raifes the grcatefl outcry, namely, the monopoly of wood. The company who is ia 
pofleflion of this large fum of money, pays the King, or what is the fame thing, the 
Itate, for the King has neither ftables of fix thoufand horfes, nor coach-houfes with 
coaclies in them worth 50,000 livres, nor a table of fifty covers, nor miltreffes, nor 
hunts, nor journics which coll fcveral millions. This company is not allowed to let an 
arbitrary price on its commodity, but the wood is taxed, and it is obliged to furnilh the 
belt fort. Though the price of the wood be hign, it keeps pace w'ith the wages of the 
manufaffurers ; fo no man feels it but thofe who live upon their own eftates without 
doing any thing, or thofe who receive ftipends from the court, if the former of thefe 
would work like the other par's of the induftrious public, they would reckon the articles 
of fire-wood in their account ; as they do not, they are very properly punilhed for their 
lazinefs. As to the latter, to be fure they do not get much, but what they get is fuf* 
ficient for the decent purpofes of lif", and the King’s maxim is, that every man fhall 
have enough, but no man mall have too much. To the farmer the monopoly is of fer- 
vice, for the company is obliged to fell him the wood as cheap as if there was no mono- 
poly, and befides, he is himfelf allowed to carry a certain portion of it to market, where 
the regulations enable him to fell it to better advantage than he would do otherwife. The 
monopoly alfo ferves to preferve the forefts, which all Europe has long lamented the 
diminution of. The fcarcity of wood makes people more cautious how they grub up 
and bum. Nor does the monopoly aifed any but the inhabitants of Berlin and Puti- 
dam, who have great advantages over the reft of the country, from the refidence of 
many officers of (late in them, and the facility with which money circulates. Strangers 
indeed, who reafon from the ftate of their own purfes, and fee that the materials for fire 
are as dear at Berlin and Potfdam as Brafil and Campeachy wood, form no prejudices 
in favour of the Pruflian monopolies, and thus far they are in the right ; but when they 
build upon fuch grounds to call the King of Pruffia a tyrant, as Mr. Wraxall does, it is 
going a little too far. 

The other monopolies are like thofe we meet with m other countries, to wit, on to- 
bacco, fait, cards, and the like. The King encourages every kinu of manufaffure and 
trade which does not militate with the whole fy ftem of ‘o adminiftration, but he endea- 
vours chiefly to promote the exportation of fuel* articles as are of real advantage to the 
country, and leaft likely to be aftefted by a competition with other powers, or the vari- 
ations of fafhion. Of this kind are the woollen fluffs of this place, the Silefian linens 
and cloths, tobacco, and various other articles ; the prime mate -iais of which grow in 
the country, and find an eafy admittance every where. Befides thefe primary articles, 
the manufa^ures of filk, wrought iron, and fteel, looking-glaffes, china, fugar, and 
above all, the trade in wood, bring grei.. fums of foreign gold into the country. The 
Poles pay a large tribute to Pruflian induftry ; and, indeed, every where the balance is 
in favour of the Pruflian merchant, in confequence of that frugality and abltinence, 
which follows from the King’s fyftem excife. 

The King’s treafury, into which fo much money Sows every year, is commonly looked 
upon as one of the greatefl obflacles to the trade of the country. This may be true 
with regard to the common Jewifli fort of trade, which, though favourable to lazinefs 
and avarice, is in fa£l, as hurtful to the ftate as the fale of mountebank and quack medi- 
cines; but in my opinion, the King’s treafury is one of his wifeft inflitutions. He yearly 
lays by in it a fum of money, which bears a fixed proportion to that which the balance 
of trade in his favour brings him in from the ftranger. It is. generally,thought that the 
fum thus fet by amounts to ioo,oool. or as much as the new buildings, the payment of 
the troops, and the improvements made in the country refpeflively colt ; but if we con- 
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fider that the whole income of the ftate is appropriated to particular and fpecific purpofes, 
according to the fettled and permanent order, never interrupted by any menus plaiftrs ; 
and that, according to the highed calculation, the balance in favour of the Pruflian 
trade produces only two h dred and fifty thouiand pounds, it will appear that the King 
docs not lay by half of at comes from foreign trade. 

It is one of the nonfenftca laxiins of the prefent age, which, like a great many others 
of the fame kind, have c.ept ii.ti our me Jern political theories and romances, that all 
the money of a country mull be employ ,d in the circulation, and none of it be laid by 
for cafes of neceflity ; but it was owing to the royal treafure that no taxes were raifed 
in the laft war, and it is for tl..s ve’- purpe "2 that it was ’ntended ; for in the American 
war, the increafe of taxes fell lieavier on the '’^-ench and Englifh than all the other pref- 
fures of the ftate put together. Schroedt-i, w.io is one of *^he oldell and moft acute of 
the German political writers, has long lltcwn the falfity of this maxim. Befides, that, 
taxes fall more heavily on the fubjeft, and are more di^cult to raife in time of war than 
in time of peace, they cannot be fo fo^n collefted ; and if in .onfequence of this you 
are compelled to add new ones, the refult will be what we have fecn happen in France, 
many provinces will be fo exhaufted.in three or four years as not to recover for a whole 
century. In thefe emergencies minifters have recourfe to ftate lotteries, loans, &c. 
which finally produce the ftne fyftem of debt, which annually confumes half the revenue 
of Great Britain. • 

If the King of Pruffia had had no treafure, it would have been impoftible, after the 
terrible war which lafted from 1756 to 1763, for his lands not only to recover, but to 
be in a more flourifhing fituation than tht^ were beiore. There is alfo a local con- 
lideration, which makes the King of PruiTia’s treafure of peculiar confequence to that 
country, which Is, .hat as feveral parts of it lie open to the enemy, were it not for this 
refource it would be pofTible, at the breaking out c.* a war, to cut off a great part of the 
revenue, by feizing upon a princip?’ <own. Indeed it is to the referved fupplies, which 
have enabled him to , arry ever ^ c . .. cf this kind, that the King owes the fuccefs of 
thofe operations which nave ren ’ -e his n? ne immortal. Nor is the treafury intirely 
inaflive at any diftetk'ut times ♦he King has lent very confiderable Aims at 

a very inconfidera*^ . i,... " c he Ilates jf feveral of his provinces ; thefe fums arc 
in circulation, and ad t uit King requires, is the exaft r<^imburfement at the time 
fixed. 

The Pruflian ftate^ confidered as a ftate, is the richeft in Europe; and it is abfolutcly 
impoffiblc that it ever xhould be expofed to feel any inconvenience froi the want of 
money ; for its fyftem of finance is eftablifhed upon fuch Iblid fiaundations, that if any 
of the King’s fucceffors were to think of introducing a change, it would overturn the 
whole building. You would hardly think it, but I can aflure you, that the bank bills 
of this place are bought up with avidity. Nobody has ny opinion that they will ever 
lofe their credit. The Dutch are very happy when this bank will take their money, as 
notwithftanding all the outcry about Pruflian defpotifm, they are convinced it cannot be 
more fecure any where than it is here. Upon the whole, it is eafy to fee, that moft of 
our very wife declaimers againft the government of Pruflia, draw their topics from the 
difference they obferve between it and the tther European governments; whereas if 
they would ^ve themfelves the trouble to lift up their eyes and give matters a little clofer 
and nearer infpeflion, they would foon give up their prejudices, unlefs, indeed, their 
felf love made thena incajpable of all judgment. I have known none of thefe gentlemen 
but what have praifed, in fome part or other of their works, the very principles on 
which the Pruffiaa government is built, though they overlooked them and could not 
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fee them when they were writing profeiTedly about it. This arifes from the amazing 
difference that there is betwixt theory and pra£tice, and that in all philofophical decta* 
mations, people commonly only confider the end,- without thinking of the means b^ 
which it is to be brought about ; nay, they often overlook the only means by which it 
can be brought about at all. Ilence it has appeared, that thofe who have written the 
inofl; Arongly againft luxury, have not been favourable to the Pruflian fyftem of excife,. 
though it is the only fure dam whereby all exceflcs may be retrained. All the political 
principles with refpe£): to the happinefs of nations, which PAbbe Raynal gives us in 
that famous Hijloire Politiqtde et Philofophique of his, in which he is fo violent againft the 
King of PruiBa, without knowing any thing about him, had been adopted in PruiBa, 
and perhaps no where elfe in the wide world before the Abbe put pen to paper. 

Another part of thefe declaimers find fault only for the fake of appearing fingular. 
Mr. Guibert and ibme others of our countrymen are among this clafs. Thefe gentle* 
men took it in their heads to exhibit the King to a people, the god of whofe idolatry 
he has long been, through a kind of magic lanthorn, with his head where his heels 
fliould be. Doubtlefs, the indifference with which the King is accullomed to behold 
all fuch buffooneries, muff have made them vaftly pleafed with their wife work. 

The King of PrufBa and his father have folved the three moil: difEcult problems of 
ffate that exiff ; and hiffory affords no example of their having been folved fo quickly, fo 
happily, and fo univerfally, as they have been by thefe princes. They have made a 
lazy, prodigal, and ffupid people induffrious, a£live, and alert ; they have given to a 
country, which had been entirely neglected by nature, a value which many of the moft 
highly favoured countries have not, and they have placed a fmall nation in a fituation 
not only to vanquifh in a favourable moment all the combined forces of the mightieff 
monarchies of Europe uiBted, but to be able at any time to meafure fwords with either 
of them lingly. 


LETTER LI. 

Berlin, 

WHEN you hear the King of PrufBa mentioned in the fouthern parts of Germany, 
you think they are fpeaking of an angel of death, whofe employment it is to kill the peo- 
ple by hundreds and thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to be the firff general 
of his day. This opinion commonly refls upon the fame ground as another, which 
was very generally received by the common people during the laft Silefian war, of the 
King of PrufBa's having taken up arms againff France and Auftria for the extirpation 
of the Roman Catholic religion. Auftria had often recourfe to fuch little artifices ; 
fhe was wont to appeal to the religious and pafBonate feelings of the people, whenever 
her troops were beaten, and probably found fome confolation in it, not that only which 
arifes from exciting compaflion, but the more fubffantial one - of the fupport derived 
from the riches and forces of fome of the Catholic princes of Germany. Such pre- 
judices in the populace are eafily produced ; but when you read in the writings of fome of 
the moft famous Auftrian ftatefmen and literati that the King of Pruffia’s whole fyftem 
is contrived for the purpofe of making himfelf terrible to his neighbours, of plundering 
them, and of Bring by robbery, you do not know whether to laugh moft at their igno- 
rance^ or be moft afhamed at their impudence. 

Out of Germany they look upon the King of PrufBa as a great general, but are not 
therefore blind to his other virtues. Our countrymen, whofe impartiality, and juftice 
in judging of the merits of great men nobody can controvert, read his civil ordmances, 
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his bon mofh and the anecdotes of what paffes in his fitmily, with as much pleafure as 
ti'.i y di the account of his expeditions. Even they, however, impartial as they are, 
form quite a felfe opinion of the King, when they confider his military conduft as the 
greatett of bis exertions, and think his principal merit confifts in being the greatell ge- 
neral of his day. It is natural enough for the love of fplendid aftions to make us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended his fervices in the tieki, than to his (till and 
benevolent occupations. But we could not therefore afcribe to him a love of this buf- 
tle, am' a delight in the occupations of war, which no king upon earth likes Icfs than 
he does. 

Nourifhed in the arms of the mufes, and attentive only to the progrefs of philofophy„ 
fcarce had he afcended the throne, when one of the molt extraordinary events of this- 
century happened, an event which muft naturally call his attention very ftrdngly to if.. 
He was one of the many princes who had pretenfions to the fuccefHon of Charles VI.. 
What he claimed was forac Marquifates in Silefia. The point was how effectually to fe- 
cure thefe rights. Molt probably he would have taken the part of Maria Therefa, at> 
tacked as Ihe was on all tides, had a proper attention been paid to his requititions ; 
but the Auftrian miniftry, ever blinded by its own confequence, only anrwered.his-ma<- 
nifeftoes with infolence and contempt. The confequence was, that after having de- 
feated the Imperial troops in the held, he made free with all Siletia, which gave great 
ofience. Then however he difeovered the moderation of his nature ; for it would 
have been eafy for him, by fupporting Charles VII. to have funk a houfe» which was 
the moft dangerous to him in all Europe. But his politics did not allow, him to com- 
mit an injuflice. 

It was neither the King of Pruffia’s love of plunder, nor any thing indeed, except 
the pride of the Auftrian miniftry, and the little knowledge it had or the ftrength of 
the IVuffian dominions, that was the true caufe of the lofs of Silefia. The Auflrians 
defpifed a court which had no princes and dukes in its pay, but only merchants and 
Knights a quaranto Ecus * for minifters and generals. They faw no further than the- 
outtide of the court of the prefent King’s father, who, under the mafk of a ridiculous 
tingularity, had laid the foundation of the Pruilian greatnefs ; they laughed at his un- 
powdered hair, his dirty boors, his turnip dinners, and his tall men. People knew not 
that thefe tall men, whom they looked upon only as his particular amuiement, were 
under the beft: of difeipline ; they knew not that his unbetitled and mbejlringed minifters; 
were the moft enlightened patriots ; that the moft exaft oeconomy had made the fmall 
country of Pruflia richer than the proud and mighty Auftria. In fine, they knew not that 
Spartan oeconomy, and Spartan fubordination, which this ridiculous King was making 
the charaderiftic of the nation, muft get the better of indolence, effeminacy, and 
profufion, even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been fo numerous in Auftria, as 
it was. 

This ignorance was the true thing which fome perfons have affeded to call the good 
fortune of the prefent King of Pruffia. , 

The inyafion of Bohemia, which took place fome time after the conqueft of Silefia, 
was undertaken in confequence of the moft preffing and repeated inftances of the Em- 
peror, the head of the German Empire, of which the King was a member. 

I have conyerfed with an old and refpedable Dutch officer, who accompanied Count 
Seckendorff, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went tb defire the King to help the Em- 
peror out of the juftrefs which he muft otherwife have funk under. The King was 
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for a long time deaf to all reprefentations and entreaties. As Count SeckendorflT was 
prelling him one day upon the parade, he (hewed him a regiment which had fuffered 
confidcrably in the firft Silefian war. “ Behold," faj's he, “ what war cofts me j 
this regiment has loll: above half its men, and (hall I expofe my people to the danger of 
being (b roughly handled again ?” — ^'I’his is the king whom people call upon as a rob- 
ber and tyrant !— •Seckendorff, who was a greater (latefman than he was a general, in vain 
tried all his rhetoric to carry his point ; nor would any thing have induced the King 
again to become the enemy of AuKria, but the being -informed in what an unmanly 
manner the Auftrians had behaved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the archives, 
robbed the nobility, laid wade the country, and carried the peafants into captivity ; that 
in (hort, their known pride, their fpirit of revenge, and their cruelty, gave caufe to 
apprehend every thing for the houfe of Bavaria. 

The King undertook to free the Emperor from his diftrefs, without hurting Auftria 
much : and he compalTed it with a moderation which the unprejudiced part of the world 
dill admires. He obliged Prince Charles- to give the Emperor breathing room, by 
forcing him to haften with his army from the Rhine to Bohemia. When he had done 
this he was quiet, and aiking nothing for himfelf, was contented with having done 
what equity and the (hare he took in the Emperor’s calamity required of him. It is 
well known what little (hare his love of robbery and conqueil had in the breaking out 
of that war in which he eclipfed all that had been done by ancient or modern heroes. 
In the very heat of this war, in which he himfelf gathered fo many laurels, he wrote a 
letter to Voltaire, filled with wi(hes for philofophical quiet, and full of lamentations on 
the cruelties of war. Very far from being intoxicated with his fame, and untainted 
with any degree of the pride which filled the bread of that Roman governor, who, re- 
turning from the government of a didant province, thought that all Italy mud incef- 
fantly be filled with the praife of his adminidration ; he aiked Gellert, who fued to him 
for peace in the middle of the theatre of war, whether he had not heard or feen there 
were three powers in arms againd him ; and whether he thought it depended upon him 
to make Germany a prefent of peace ! So free was he from being elated with the eclat 
of his wonderful arms, and fo far from thinking of higher things than how to defend 
himfelf. 

In this wonderful letter to Voltaire, he promifes, when he (hall once be quiet, to cut 
off the mod didant pretences for war, nor to take any concern in the politics of Eu- 
rope ; but to give up all his time to the improvement of his own country, amidd the 
bledings of peace. This promife he has hitherto mod religioudy adhered to. You 
think, perhaps, that he did not in the affair of the divifion of Poland ; but he took the 
lead part poflible in that affair. The world will be adonifhed when the particulars of 
this bufinefs come to be known, as none has ever been fo mifreprefented and didorted 
by political motives. I colleded at Vienna fome very extraordinary documents rela- 
tive to this matter, which I will communicate to you when we meet. Thus far is no- 
torious to all mankind ; that in this faqious partition, the King had not a third of what 
fell to Ruffia, nor a quarter of what Audria had. A dronger proof of the King’s mode- 
ration, and of his pacific difpofition, it is impoffible to give. Poifibly the divifion 
would have been a little more equal if ever the parties had come to blows. 

In the lad Bavarian war, he again obferved the fame wonderful moderation. The 
caufe of his taking up arms was to redore the Houfe of Wittelfbach to his inheritance, 
and to maintain the conditution of the empire; which, as a member, of that body, he 
was bound to prote£f. He aiked nothing for himfelf, and did not* go a dep farther 
than he was forced to by the dronged neceffity. No monarch ever went into the field 
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vfith greater magnanimity, and greater difiintereftcdnefs, tlian the King of Pruflia did 
on this occafion. — Since the twenty years l.e has given himfelf to philofophy, he has let 
fcveral other occafions go by, which would not have been niifled by another monarch 
who had had the fame powers of war in hand as he had, and the warlike dirpofitiun 
commonly attributed to him. 

No prince can manifcii more regard for mankind, than what is fhewn by the King of 
Pruflia every day. He interefls himfelf as much in the welfare of a common i'armer, as 
in the flourifhing of the greateft houfeof trade in his dominions. It is hisgreateft pride, 
and his greateft pleafure, to read in the yearly lifts, that the population of his country 
has incrcafed. He has not been feen fo cheerful for many years, as he was upon find- 
ing, by the lift given in laft year, that the number of new-born children within the year, 
far furpafled the number of the dead. A king who has this way of thinking, is a war- 
rior only when neceflity compels him to it. His Lacedemonian armies only ferve the 
purpofe of enabling him to cultivate his country in peace, and to bring his law-fuits with 
in’s neighbours to a fpeedy conclufion. They are evidently not the end of his govern- 
ment, but the means ; and it is only thofe who arc contented with viewing the outfide of 
things, and do not look into the fprings of the Pruffian government, who think them the 
great objeft. 

Some of the Auftrian writere think the King could not keep up his armies, if he did 
not, at certain periods, take a (hare in the difturbances of bis neighbours, and raife out 
of them a fufticient revenue tor the fervice of fome years ; but this is one of thofe af- 
fertions which it is impoflible to hear without laughing. 

More than half the army, as 1 have already told you, are foreign troops. Theyfub- 
fift on the produce of the country, the confumption of which is immediately connedbeJ 
with the progrefs of agriculture. Their clothes atid linen are made of materials which 
grow in the country, fo that they prom'^e induftry both by contributing to the raifing 
the flirft materials, and by tUe working of them. J heir pay likewife is iffued from the 
treafury, in luch a way as greatly to aflift the general circulation. After their time of 
fervice has expired, many hundreds of the foreign troops continue in the country, and 
fo promote the purpofes of agriculture and commerce; but the greateft part of the na- 
tives are always upon furlow, and w'ork at home. Upon the whole, both induftry and 
agriculture rather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you can call only the foreigners 
a ftanding army ; for the natives are, in time of peace, as Moore has obferved, a regular, 
well-behaved, and eafily raifed militia. 

All the military regulations have thefe two ends in view ; that of preventing the im- 
provement of agriculture from fuffering by the number of troops ; and that or making 
them fubfervieut to the circulation of money. For thefe purpofes the annual reviews al- 
ways take place at the time of the year when feweft hands are wanted for the purpofes 
of agriculture, &c. The troops are quartered in the feveral provinces in the exa£t pro- 
portion of the revenue of .thefe provinces, fo that no money can go this way from one 
province to another. Every thing is precifely upon^a par. Silefla has juft as many troops 
more as Brandenburgh, as it has more revenue ; and the other provinces in the fame 
proportion. As the army raifes near two-thirds of the revenue of the ftate, there re- 
mains by this means more gold in the provinces than there is in any other country in 
F.urope, where commonly the gold flows to the middle, and the capital grows rich at the 
expence of the country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of the country aflSgned.it 
for recruiting, and. in this, or near it, are commonly its ftanding quarters. By this 
means the troops are not only eafily got together when they are wanted, but the father 
has always his Ion in the neighbourhood to help him to improve his land, and at the an- 
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rual reviev\' time, the latter has not far to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this, fuch clamours can be raifed againll the King of Pruflia, on account of 
his army, and how it can l)e reprefented as hurtful to the country. Thofe of the fol. 
diers who are natives, do not I’pend a longer time with the army than their fellows in 
the Englifli or Swils militia’s. Indeed the maritime fervice in one of thefe countries, 
and the cuftom of letting out troops for hire, which prevails in the other, tend to de- 
prive them of hands to till the foil, whereas the Prufiian army increafes the number of 
cultivators. 

The Prufiian army confifts of about one hundred and ninety thoufand men, and cofls 
the King yearly about 20,000,000 of florins, or 52,000,000 of our livrea *. Thefe 
men are, indeed, difciplincd into a (late of mere mechanics, nor can it be denied, that 
the hardfhip of the fate of the common men will make one of our modern philofojjhers 
lliudder ; and yet, without thefe hardfliips the army w'ould not be what it is, fo that the 
King muft be content to bear with it as a neceflary evil, in order to fecure the tranquil- 
lity of the country. What would thofe who feel fo much for the Prufiian foldiers have 
faid, if they had feen the troops of Alexander, or Cmfar, which, in all probability, and 
from all we can gather from hiftory, had not a milder fate than the Pruffians ? — what 
do I fay a milder fate ? Some intelligent men are of opinion, that both the difeipline of 
Crefar’s troops, and the labour required of them, was greater than thofe the Prufiian 
foldier is expofed to. Be this as it may, there is a diftinftion to be made between the 
Prufiian troops. The fate of the native foldiers is not fo hard as is generally thought 
by a ftranger travelling poft; nor are they, as I have already obferved,-more than a well- 
regulated militia. 

Another obfervation I have made on thefe men is, that they are not by any means fo 
infenfible and fulky as they have been commcfkiy thought to be. On the contrary, 1 
have obferved amongft them, a great deal of good will, and a great deal of affedion both 
for their king and their country. As during their furlows they have other occupations 
befides arms, and keep company w'ith other people befides their corporals and compa- 
nions, they are civiller and freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners. Thefe 
laft are enlifted in confequence of a voluntary contrad, (for it will be unjull to lay to the 
King’s charge the decoys of profelTed enlifters,) the conditions of which are exadly ad- 
hered to. 

No fovereign pays more pundually or more fparingly than the King of Pruflia ; nor 
is any man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which he is enlifted, as has been falfely 
pretended. It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all their powers of perfuafion to 
retain a good foldier ; but a ftiff and ftubborn denial puts an end to their entreaties. 

The neceffaries of life are dealt out very fparingly to thefe people, and you may read 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes or poverty, added to the extreme of la- 
bour. But the failors, who ferve other ftates in time of peace for the purpofes of trade, 
ha'fre hardly a milder fate ; nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproa<^h the King of Pruflia, on 
account of the hardfliips to which his foldiers are expofed , than it would be to compel 
thefe nations to rclinquifh their navy on account of the lofs of men they are fubjedt to 
by llorms, fait provifions, change of climate, feurvy, and the other accidents of a lea- 
faring life. Without frugality and labour, the King of Pruffia’s foldiers could not be 
fuperior to thofe of other powers ; but as he is furrounded by enterprizing and jealous 
neighbours, he viuji endeavour to procure himfelf, by art, what others enjoy in confe- 
quence of their natural ftrength. The fufferings of a fmall number is no evil, but a 
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good, when the ftate cannot be benefited without it, and thofe who blame this extraor- 
dinary difcipline, muft alfo, with Mr. Linguet, find fault with agriculture, as it falls nearly 
as hard on the greateft part of the fubjefts of every European ftate, as the military fer- 
vice does on the Pruftian foldier. 

The hardfliips too of the fituation, have been much exaggerated by travellers. — Even 
blows, about which fo much has been faid, are only ufed when the man (hews incorrigible 
ftupidity, awkwardnefs, negligence, or wickednefs. In no armies whatever are recruits 
treated with more gentlenefs than they are in thePruflian, Their corporals teach them the 
exercife, and how to march, with all pofiible care and attention; nor do they grudge to re- 
peat the way of doing the thing a thoufand times, when the man’s fcull is hard of penetra- 
tion. But when once he underftands the thing, his teacher takes the ftick, and tells him, 
that this for the future will be his teacher, if he does not do what he is now able to do. 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had occafion to make a very interefting ob- 
fervation. In all the countries belonging to bifliops, and in many of the free ftates, I 
met with foldiers who had ferved the King of Prulfia, and who had moft of them de- 
ferted from him. As you know it is my way to be more obfervant of men of the lower 
orders of fociety, than of thofe who have ftarsand ftrings; I talked with about twenty of 
thefe deferters, and did not meet with one amongft them who did not wifh himfcif back 
again with the King of Prulfia. 1 have fometimes purpofely contradicted them, and have 
endeavoured to ftiew them what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under their bilhop 
or magiftrate, and how impoifible I thought it, from all the accounts I had of the Pruf- 
fian army, that they fhould be difpleafed with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. They all fpoke of the King’s great achievements with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm, which often ftruck me not a little, and the conclufion of what they faid was always 
this ; “ It is very true that foldiers are rather roughly treated by the King of Prulfia, 
but the pay comes regularly the day it is due, and there is no inftance of any man hav- 
ing ever been ftarved to death by him.” When a man does his duty, the officer’s eye 
is upon him, and every one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf ; in other places 
men are only half foldiers, and derive no credit from it. Notwithftanding they have 
the utmoft liberty under thefe petty princes, and are oftener in the ale-houfe than under 
arms whilft they continue with them, many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the King of Prulfia. It is remarkable enough too, that in all thefe places 
they confider themfclves as a kind of veterans. In one of the epifcopal refidencies, I 
heard an officer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered him with a degree of cold 
pride not to be deferibed, “ Sir officer, I have ferved the King bf Prulfia.” And the 
officer was filent. 

The frequent defertions, are the capital objections which men make to the Prulfian 
military eftablilhment. It is very true, that upon marching into an enemy’s country, a 
twelfth or fifteenth of the King’s army leaves him ; but they come back with intereft 
after a fortunate aClion, and though, after unfortunate aCtions, fo many of the foreign 
troops defert, his own fubjeCls defert lefs than any»foldiers upon earth. 

A new inftance of the King’s wifdom and goodnefs in not being willing to expofe the 
country to any diftrefs, is lliewn in his willingnefs rather to bear with thefe inconvenien- 
ces, than have more of his fubjeCts under arms. After the battle of C’ollin, half the ar- 
my deferted ; and at Rofbach his army was made up almoft entirely of his own troops ; 
but mark, he beat our armies, and the armies of the empire, and the laft ferved him to 
compleat his regiments which had fuftered. Thus it always goes. The Germans who 
inhabit near the Rhine, Maine, and countries about the upper parts of the Danube, al- 
ways join the victorious army. When the Emperor is fortunate, they leave the King for 
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him ; and when the chances turn, they turn with them. In the mean time they muft of 
courfe always ftand one aclion in the place where they are. 

With regard to the interior govenunemt and tafticsof the Pruflian army, all I can tell 
you about them is, that no foreigiic rs know any thing of the matter. Mr. Guibert, the 
celebrated French writer on the fubjeft, is looked upon here as the moft miferable dri- 
veller in the whole world ; and they pointed out fevcral things to me, which he had en- 
tirely miltaken. I will give you only one fpecimen, which I happen to recoiled. He 
fays that the cylindrical rammer of the Pruflians deprelTes the gun too much when they 
prefent. 'I his is not only falfe in faft, but Mr. Guibert overlooked fomething here, 
which the Pruffians confidcr as a remarkable advantage. They always lower the gun a. 
little when they prefent, becaufe they have obferved that it is always raifed a little by 
the natural lhaking of the foldicr, efpecially when he fees himfelf widiin the enemies* 
fire, 'i'hey fay we loft 1 know not what battle in Flanders, by our men always firing too 
high, whereas the Knglifii took fuch care to make their people fire lower, that fomc of 
the officers even lowered the guns of the foldiers with their arms and fticks. 

In my opinion, the fame thing is to be obferved in this, as in every other part of the 
Pruflian government. It is not fo much the myftery which obtains, as the fimplicity of 
things, which people overlook, and judge falfely about. They feek for artifice where 
there really is none, and fet up myftery becaufe things are too near their nofes to be 
feen. I was aifured by fevcral officers, that in marches (which they confider as one of 
the moft important parts of the art of war, though they do not make a whole regiment 
ftand for Come minutes on one leg, in order to teach them how to preferve the equili- 
brium of the body) there are certain little things, which people do jiot obferve, on which 
the whole depends. The King fuflers no perlbn to be prefent at the grand fnanauvresy 
without particular permiffion ; but this is probably done more to prevent the troops 
being difturbed by a fwarm of fpeflators, than to make a myftery of any thing. It re- 
quires indeed a very nice and well-accuftomcd eye, as well as a very favourable fituation 
in the field, to fee and underftand a Pruffian vianauvre ; fo that amongft twenty pro- 
feffional men, who are fpedtators, there fhall hardly be one that can compafs it. This is 
the true caufe why the Pruflian officers themfelves can give fo little account of their own 
art. F.very man has too much to do upon his own fpot, to be able to attend to what is 
palling round him. 

As wonderful as the Pruflian infantry is, it is ftill infinitely furpalfed by the cavalry, 
according to the teftimony of all the officers I have fpoken with. Even Eng lift) travellers, 
who are not apt to give any favourable accounts of what they meet with in other countries, 
and who are fo proud of their own cavalry, confefs that this part of the Pruffian army 
goes beyond all that can be conceived of it. The King himfelf fays of them, that they 
always ftand to advantage between him and the enemy he expedls. He Ipcnds iinmenfe 
films upon them, and fends for horfes as far as Tartary. The Pruffian officers, though 
not given to boafling, all'ert, that in all the hiftory of the art of war, there is not an in- 
ftance of the cavalry’s ever having bt'cn brought to the point of perfedtion it is now 
brought to in Pruffia. They ride always full gallop j hut their evolutions are as exadt 
as any of thofe of the infantry. 

1 hey look upon the attack of the cavalry as not fo he ftood by the infantry. The 
King’s cavalry is above eighty thoufand ftrong, and he every year ufes five thoufand frelh 
hbrlcs. The Emperor takes all poflible pains to rival the King in this refpedb ; but he 
is ftill at a great diftance from him, though his cavalry is beyond comparifon the bell in 
Europe after the Pruffian. 


A great 
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A great advantage poffeflcd by the Pruffian army is the uniform difcipline that obtains 
all through. There are particular mailers of exercife for every divifion of the army. 
Thefe the colonels theinfelves mull not control, when they arc exercifing their re,',iments, 
though they are often only majors. This occalions an attention to a great number of 
little things, which in other armies particularly our own, depend only on the will of the 
colonel, and are therefore often negleded. By this means the whole mull liarmoniz:' 
better, for when rules are the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the colonels or majors 
in the execution, make a wonderful dilference in regiments. 

Another caufe, which in my opinion, greatly contributes to the excellence of the army, 
is the high birth of the olEcers. They are moll of them of the lirlt nobility of the 
country, and you hardly meet with one foreigner in twenty. I’liey mull all have 
been educated at the cadet’s fchool, and have ferved as cadets : I have fome very refpcdl- 
able acquaintance amongll them. They are in every refpcdl well-educated people, and 
upon the whole very fenlible men. The fmall pay of the fubalterns obliges them to be 
oiconomical, which is of great advantage to the fervice. They have all a martial appear- 
ance, and that alacrity in every thing, which befpeaks men always ready to cut a knot 
with their fwords. I believe that the Pruffian army has an advantage over the Aullrian, 
irom the Pruffian nobility not being fo powerful as the Aullrian. You cannot expefl: 
from counts and princes with large incomes, that exa£t fubordination and fimplicity, 
which is tlie foul of the Pruffian army. Our experienced officers make a great outcry 
about the irregularities in fervice, which are perpetually ariling from the intrigues of 
private families 5 and it is well known that the Englilh army is as ill circutuilanccd in this 
refpedl. 

The Aullrians are by nature a far llouter race of foldiers than the Pruffians, but this 
does not avail them ; for, after all that has been faid of the advantage of art over un- 
cultivated nature, no llronger inllance can be Ihewn of it, than bringing up a miferable 
artificial being, with all his art about him, to face a natural man, who is without it. 'I’he 
natural man, who, were they both unarmed, would be able to tear to pieces a dozen 
luch creatures, lies llrctched out at the feet of the wretched man of art, as foon as the 
latter gives fire. 

The fame truth holds good with regard to armies that are more or lefs’difeipHned, 
nor are the natural qualities of the foldier able to Hand againll thofe which are acquired 
by art. 


LETTER LII. 

Berlin^ 

WHEN wc read in Linguet’s Annals that the King of Pruffia had more foldiers than 
peafants, during the lall Silelian war, we are naturally apt to take it for a bon mot ; but 
I am apt to think it rank ignorance. The man who could advile the European powers 
to help the Houfe of Aullria to a part of Germany, in order to enable it to oppofe the 
Turk on all fides, is very capable of making fuch a blunder. He eftimated the Pruffian 
territories by the map, where, on account of their broken appearance, they make but a 
forry figure, and fo naturally fell into the opinion of its being impoflible for more than 
two hundred thoufand men to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is the ignorance people are in with regard tef the 
real ftrength of Prufiia, which yet they ought to be better acquainted with, partly 
by the information of their eyes, and partly from German documents, which arc open 
to every man. 
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Mr. Rlati, one of the few foreigners who underftand German, and derive their know- 
ledge from the fountain head, relates,' that the King of Pruflia had nut more than 1 20,000 
men, when he made his firft conqueft. 

When the King came to the crown, his own territories contained at leafl: 2,200,000 
inhabitants; Brandenburg had 600,000; Prulfia 60,000; Pomerania 300,000; Mag- 
deburg and Halberfladt 300,000; and his own Weflphalian dominions at lead 400,000. 
His income confided of at lead twelve millions of florins, and he had inherited a won- 
derful treafure of ready money from his father. 

It is likewife a very generally received prejudice, that Pruflia is not drong enough to 
maintain itfelf hereafter in the date of fplendour to which the prefent King has raifed it. 
It is very true, that with regard to interior drength, there are but few of the European 
powers which do not furpafs the Prudian ; but, as long as the fydem of government 
ftiall lad which has been elfabliflied by the King, it will always be able to meafure fwords 
with any power in Europe. In fadf, the true drength of a date does not confld fo 
much in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the ufe made of it ; but there is no 
power in Europe who is able to dretch every nerve and every fibre, as the Prudian 
certainly can. Befides this, if population continues to encreaie as it has done during 
the time of the prefent adminidratioii, the pofitive force itfelf will encreaie Aider than 
that of any other country. 

The Prulflan dominions, of which no perfon can have an idea in the map, contain 
3650 German fquare miles, which is as much as the kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and 
Portugal put together. The population is about fix millions. The kingdoms of Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Portugal put together, do not contain fo many inhabitants ; nor 
does England alone contain as many. As the Prulfian population does not yet bear any 
proportion to the fize of the country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, the Prudian 
population is fufceptible of a great encreafe. With regard to goodnefs of territory, the 
country in general may be counted amongd the middling fort. The foil of Branden- 
burg indeed, is remarkably bad ; but that of Magdeburg, Halberdadt, Cleves, the mar- 
quifate of La Mark, and fome parts of Silefia, Pomerania, and Prudla, are as remark- 
ld>ly good. When, in procefs of time, they have acquired the degree of culture of 
which they are capable, they will be able to fupport eight millions of perfons. Befides 
thefe, this court has much to expefl from an accedion of the marquifate of Anfpach 
and Bareith ; and it is ten to one that it will come in for a fliare, when the courts of 
Vienna and Peterfburgh fliall execute the plan againd the Porte, which they have been 
engaged in ever fince the Emperor’s journey to Peterfburgh. 

This plan has been fpoken of here for fome time with a great degree of confidence, 
and as it is impodible that whene\'er it takes place, this court ihould fit idle, I will lay 
before you the political opinions of thofe perfons who deferve the molt credit. They 
fay the two imperial courts hardly need the third part of their troops to be a match for 
the Turk. The King’s fituation is therefore critical, for he is placed between two 
courts, each of which equals him in ftcength, even after they have lent out one hundred 
and eighty, or two hundred thoufand men againd the eadern enemy. This is true ; 
but if the King choofes to oppofe their meafures, France, who is more intereded in this 
affair than the Prudian court, on account of her Levant trade, which is an obje£t of 
eight millions a-year, mud naturally feek for a connedion with him. France, however, 
has had the folly, at a time when the wed and north were occupied by the two mod 
formidable powers that hidory knows of, to wade her power at fea; ..and the two impe- 
rial courts fuffered her to fpend herfelf In the American war, in which die had no man- 
ner of concern, till die was intirely exhauded. By this means die has loaded herfelf 
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whh debt, and will not be able to maintain the balance in the Eaft. By the bye, bro- 
ther, it is very humbling to a Frenchman to oblbrve how they fpcak of the power of 
France in this country. They affi d to think our armies might make a tolerable hand 
agiiinft Dutch, Piedniontefe, or fueh troops, or at moft againll the army of the dates of 
the empire ; but that they w'ould make no refiftance at all if oppofed to the Ruflian or 
Audrian armies. But to return — The King of Prudia, whofe age and love of philofo* 
phical quiet, incline him to peaceful councils, would let himfelf be perfuaded to peace by 
a dice of Poland. Something he mud have — for diould it pleale him to put his old 
weather-beaten head our, he would find many methods, by his great treafurc, of pro- 
curing fuch aflidance from Sweden, Denmark, and other German courts, as would en- 
able him to make head againd both the imperial courts ; efpecially if France was to do 
for the Porte, what its fleets enable it to do, or was to force the F.mperor to make a 
diverdon in the Netherlands and in Italy, where Ihe might be aflided by the Kings of 
i^aples and Sardinia. Difficult as it may be, to make fo powerful a head, and unlikely 
that all circumdances fhould concur, we may venture to fay that it is ten to one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh will rather choofe to make the King quiet in his own 
way, than drive him to the utinod. Only fliew him that it is worth his while, and 
probably he will contribute his (hare in driving the Turks out, or at lead guarantee the 
imperial courts againd the attempts which may be made by any other powers of Chrif- 
tendom, to impede their operations. 

If the courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna fhall, as they have it in their power, proceed 
to the execution of this plan ; the lofs of our profitable trade to the Levant, mud be 
the inevitable confequence of the ruinous American war, the end of which we cannot 
yet fee, and which we cannot get as much by as we are lure to lofe by tliis means. Our 
wine trade to the north mud likewife differ from this caufe, as the Poles have been long 
at work on a canal, which, by means of the many rivers which pafs through their coun- 
try, is (0 unite the Atlantic and Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply of all the 
north, from the provinces which now conditute Turkey in Europe. Not to fay that 
Europe will have two powers more at fea, which will be hodile to us on the hlediterra- 
nean. All this gives us good reafon to blame the fleets built at the expence of our land 
forces. We have only one hope left, which is, that Ruffia and Audria cannot long 
continue friends when they are fo near one another. 

ThePruflian monarchy has alfo great improvements of another kind to expeft. If it 
was once compafi and clofe together, it would be a condderable deal dronger than it 
now is. They often talk of an exchange of the Prulfian territories in Wedphalia, and 
the duchies of Bareith and Anfpach for Mecklenburg, Anhalt and Lauffits. This would 
be very advantageous for the King, but it is extremi^ difficult to bring about. 

The King's income is about thirty-four millions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine mil- 
lions of livres *. His civil lid is incredibly and uncommonly fmall. His tirft miniders 
apjmintments are 15,000. florins. I know fome privy counfellors in Vienna who have 
more. The date of his ambafladors, at the greated courts, does not amount to more 
than 15,000 florins. The public of Vienna laugned at the Baron Riedefel, the editor 
of the Journey to Greece, for not having from thirty to forty thoufand florins, like the 
imperial minider ; but he knew very well, that the qualities of a good minider are not 
to be found in his pocket. Accordingly a long time did not pafs before he gave the 
ton in the bed focieties, and his jealoufy for the honour of his mader, made feveral jof 
the Emperor's miniders afliamed who were much better paid than he was. 


* About 370,8331. 
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Silefia is the province of moft confequence after the kingdom of Pruflla. It is only 
half as big as this, but has nearly the fame number of inhabitants, and yields very near 
as much. The Silefian linens are famous all over the world ; and the King has juft 
opened a trade with Spain for them, which was formerly in the hands of the Ham> 
burgliers. They have likewife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Silefian forefts 
alfo all'ord a great deal of wood for fhip-building. The Ville de Paris, which was taken 
the 1 2th of April of this year, was intirely built of Silefian wood. 

Having made feveral excurfions into different parts of the Pruflian dominions, I have 
obl'erved that there is no where fo much poverty as in the two towns of Berlin and Potf- 
•dam. This probably it is, which has contributed to bring the country into diferedit 
with foreigners. The high price of the ncceffaries of life in thefe two cities, the great 
number of idle people, the fmall pay of many civil and military fervants, the pinching 
way in which many of the fmaller nobility, who mull have their fervants (and often 
their debts) live, and the great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this. Upon the 
whole, the country appears to me, though not rich, yet in a ftate fufficiently profperous. 
The equal diftribution of the coin amongft many people, makes the fum not lb Itriking 
as it is in other places, in which a nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of his poor 
countrymen by his difiipation. This is not the cafe here ; there are no perfons in the 
Pruflian dominions, fome of the large feudal nobles in Silefia only excepted, who pof- 
fefs above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed eftates. Indeed you cannot find 
more than three houfes which have twenty thoufand florins ; but Hill the inhabitants 
are upon the whole as remote from extreme poverty as from excellive riches, and you 
meet with as few beggars here as in any other country in Europe. There is no ground 
for the affertion of fome travellers, that manufadures do not thrive in this country, for 
I did not fee one city, though ever fo fmall, in which there were not fome llourilhing 
manufaftures. It has indeed been objedled to the King, that his fy-ftem of finance has 
ruined the fair of Franckfort on the Oder; but the trade carried on thiTc was a kind of 
Jewilh bufinefs, which might perhaps be profitable to the merchants of the place, but 
was rather hurtful than uleful to the reft of the country. The fame objection, upon 
the fame narrow grounds, is made to the Emperor, with regard to the fair of Biffen, in 
the Tyrol. 

With regard to the fciences, and literature of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, 
one of the firft cities in the world. It is obliged to the King for this pre-eminence. 
His father was as orthodox and ftiff as the late Emprefs of Germany ; and the Mufes, 
who without liberty do not live at their eafe, fled from hinj of courfe. This filly prince 
baniilied the celebrated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel ; but the King had no 
liberal ideas ; he confidered every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and finance, as non- 
fenfe and delufions ©f the devil, and his treafurer was a greater man in his eyes, than 
Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton. The prefent King, who is a true friend of the arts and 
fciences, has eftabliflied a freedom of thinking in his country, which is not to be met 
with any where out of England. Neither orthodox nor politics reftrain philofophy in 
this country ; but whilft every profeffor at Vienna is teaching that land and people are 
the private property of the monarch, they publifli here, without the leafl: fear of danger, 
that the King is nothing more than a Jiadt-holder^ or the firft amongft his fellows. As 
to religion, the Jews openly declare that the Mefliah is not yet come ; the Catliolics, 
that they eat him every day, and that the Pope is the head of all princes ; the Protef- 
tants, that the Pope is the wild-beah in the Apocalypfe, and the "Nyhore of Babylon ; 
the Greeks, that there is no Trinity ; the Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either Jefus or Moles ; and the whole race of Infidels, that there never has been 
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any prophet at all. All thefe things are confidered as bare fpeculations of the clofet by 
the police ; and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, defiring to make an aulo-de-fe^ would be the 
firfi to occupy a place on his own faggots. 

The King has an academy, which is not compofed of the beft wits to be met with 
here, i'here are, however, fonte men of true merit amongfl this generally very indif- 
ferent fet. - But Frederick, as has been oberveJ by feveral of his enemies, has a preju- 
dice in favour of foreigners, and had rather take one of our journalijls * to fill up his 
academy, than any of the German literati. Mr. Pilati has obferved that feveral of the 
German men of letters would make a better figure in this academy, than moft of the 
foreigners who are in it. I’he King does not think fo ; but then it muft be confeffed 
that he has given the Germans full revenge on this fubjcct, by the publication of his 
eflay fur la Literature jlllcniande, which makes it very evident that he knows nothing at 
all either of their literature or their language. Tlie reafon of this is alfo obvious. 
When he began his courfe, German literature was ftill in its infancy, and there pre- 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which muft have vexed him forely. His tafte 
was confequently formed on the French and Italian models ; and the company he kept 
in his hours of recreation, confifted only of perfons of thefe nations. In procefs of 
time, light advanced in Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze it made in its pro- 
grefs. lie himfelf wrote and fpoke only in French ; and the jefts of the foreign wits 
who furrounded him, and knew no German, increafed his prejudices, both againft a 
language which he could neither fpeak nor write, and againft a nation which he knew 
only by its dark melancholy humours, and ftiff cut of the clothes for which the inhabi- 
tants of Berlin were remarkable in his father’s time, and which they have not yet intirely 
thrown off. When the fame of German literature increafed, and inconteftible proofs 
of its eminence were oifered to be laid before him, it was irnpoflible for him to enter 
into the beauties of a language which he had always treated as barbarous, and of which 
he could only write and fpeak the moft miferable jargon. In order to difeover the 
beauties in any tongue whatever, it is neceffary to be acquainted with its peculiar idiom; 
for it is in this cale as it is with an aflor who fucceeds one that had been the favourite 
of the public. The new aftor may poffefs all that art and nature can bellow upon him, 
ftill he will not do enough for general expeflation on his firft appearance ; the Ipedators 
muft have time to grow familiar with his peculiar pronunciation, his carriage, and a 
number of trifling circumltances, which only hurt him from the coinparifon with his 
predeceflbr, in whom many things of the fame kind did not make unfavourable impref- 
fions, on account of the habit which people were under of feeing them, 'i'he King, 
who never had time enough to fpare from the cares of his Rate, to make himfelf tho- 
rough mafter of the beauties of the language, and to wear away the prejudice he h-ul 
formed againft it, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than lhaken in thom, by iho 
proofs that were laid before him, of the contrary opinion. It is poflible too tl-at his in- 
ftruflors might not be h*appy in the choice of the w’orks they took to convince him. 
After all, if we confider that ever fmee his acetflion to the throne he has only ufed 
literature for a recreation and aniufement, we flrall not be very angry with him for his 
averfion to German literati. The ion of the polite world is fcldom found united to their 
learning, and their wits are moftly ftunted by the fevere Itudies of their rcfpedlive pro- 
fclTions. Whilft in other nations the literati often facrificc their unUerllanding to their 
genius, thefe always offer up the fortuer at the Ihrinc of the latter. Hunger and wavit 
of knowledge of the world render them boorilli and uni; actable in focial life, thou,:h 
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at the fame time they form the imaginary worlds of which they write, after quite a dif- 
ferent fyftem from what they pramfe, and know how tp give their writing a polifh 
which they want themfelves. The profefftonal countenances of the Dutch literati, and 
the (ladies of the beaux efpritSy which came to the King’s notice, could not recommend 
German literature much to him ; doubtlefs the genius of the nation contributed fome- 
thing to the preference he gave the French and Italians. The German genius is dull, 
and though many of their pieces do not abfolutely Jiink of the lamp, yet you may eafily 
obfer\'e that they have come with difHculty from the authors. In confequence of this, 
they feldom recommend themfelves as fine writers, even when they are moft entertain- 
ing } for they have not the livelinefs which enables the French and Italians to mark the 
remarkable parts of a thing in a minute, and to give a neatnefs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfelves. Religion is alfo in fome mcafure the caufe of this. The 
Proteftants are accuftomed to give too great a preference to the ufeful over the agree- 
able, and as the Catholics, whofe religion gives the fineft fcope to the powers of wit 
and imagination, are in Germany, all plunged in the deepeft barbarity, it is not to be 
wondered at that the King choofes, for his hours of recreation, Italian abbes rather than 
German pallors, who are often much fuperior to them in real knowledge, but who have 
the air, of their cathedrals, and are apt to fall into the preaching tone, with which it is 
impoflible that the King (hould be pleafed. The fame thing obtains with refpeft to the 
w'riters of German politics and hiftory. In point of truth, and the knowledge of bare 
fa£ls, they far furpafs the hiftorians and politicians of all other countries, but they do 
not know how to make their heroes fpeak, nor how to give them a beautiful drefs. It 
is certainly better to be true and dry, than falfe and witty ; but truth alfo allows itfelf 
to be joined with wit, which makes it flip down more glibly. The complaints which 
the King makes on this head, in his elfay againft his countrymen, Jur la Literature AU 
lemande, are certainly well grounded ; but his remarks on the fchools, as well as his 
proofs of the w'ant of genius of feveral Dutch writers, are certainly not well chofen. 
The /hooting of darts as thick as the arsii, and the ring on the finger of Time, have been 
univerfally exploded in Germany for the lad twenty years. As to the fchools, in no 
country in Europe are they fo flourifhing as in the King’s own dominions. The Ger- 
mans- proceed intirely by rule, and even in things in which they are not calculated to 
improve themfelves, they are able to give the belt direftions to others. No nation fur- 
paffes them in eftimating the produflions of genius. They have given the bed rules 
how a hiflory is to be written ; which, however, like all the rules in the univerfe, have 
not yet produced a fingle genius. In the mean time, rules and criticifm of authors, is 
all that hitherto goes forward in the fchools. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of Geitnan genius, as the indifference of the 
Princes of Germany to Gmnan literature ; but on this account, in my opinion, they 
deferve no reproach : for if they go on as they have begun for fome time, to encourage 
agriculture, to make the arts alive, to improve legiflation andhianners, and to pay their 
debts ; thefe manly, thefe imperial ptfrfuits, will, as the King well obferves in his effay 
on German literature, contribute more to the happinefeand glory of the nation, than if 
their poets and hiftorians eclipfed all thofe of old and modern times. This, however, 
is my own private opinion. But when one of the firft princes of Germany reproaches 
his countrymen, as the King of Pruflia has done, for not having produced a Virgil, a 
Horace, a 'I'ully, a Corneille, a Moliere, a Voltaire, and a Taffo, one would .think that 
they ought to contrilmte to the progrefs of fade and language, and to the developeraent 
of genius; whereas 1 met with no court in Germany, in which a foreign dialeft did not 
prevail. In all places but Saxony, the inmiediate followers of the court generally fpoke 
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their mother-tongue wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian jargon lefs miferable; 
No man can make his way at either of thele courts without the French language. In 
molt it is accounted vulgar and unbecoming to fpeak your own language ; and yet the 
court is the only place where language can acquire the rounding, and the lightnefs 
which is to diftinguifli it from the brogue of barbarians. 

In France and Italy the court contributes mofl; to the polilh of the language ; , for it 
is not the writer who makes the language, but words and expreflions muft have acquired 
the right of denizenlhip in good company, before any author can ufe them without of- 
fence. The jealoufy of fpeaking their own language well and with tafte, is an objeQ: of 
the fame pride and pleafure to the great folks, (who always alTume the tone of the court) 
as the being diftinguiflied in their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. Even in 
Greece and Rome, good company, and the bufinefs of the ftate, contributed much 
more to the forming their languages than the writers, who did not appear till after 
thofe nations had already acquired a very confiderable degree of polilh. But upon 
what models are the German writers to form themfclves ? On the pulpit? Few peo* 
pie in high life pay any attention to what pafles there. On the courts of juftice ? By 
the nonfenfical law jargon, and the cold and tedious form of fuits ? No, no, this can- 
not be : there mult bo Roman tribunals, and a Roman adminiltration of juftice, before 
Cicero can poffibly be expedted. As to tranfadtions with foreigners, which were for- 
merly a wide field for German eloquence, they are moftly carried on in the French lan- 
guage. There are feveral princes who have their very proclamations written in French, 
and tranflated out of it before they publilh them to their fubjedls. The diet of Ratif- 
bon, the'only place where the fcattered nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider themfclves as a whole, and where the love of their country, ambition, and 
even national pride, ought to make Demollhenes*, Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes ; this 
celebrated diet is the temple of lleep, infenfibility, filent corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe 
and treachery. All the tranfadlioiis with foreign ininiflers, and moll: of thofe with the 
minifters of the German courts themfclves, are carried on in French and in the a^embly 
of the ftates itlelf, every thing is carried on by a fmgle jrea ; you feldom hear a nay, 
and commonly all is foon brought to a decifion. As to the Emperor’s court at Vienna, 
there is a jargon there, which not one man of letters in ten can underftand ; nor is that 
of Wefslar one jot behind it in unintelligiblenefs. The German nation is no where 
brought together in a point nor is it accullomed to confider itfelf as one and the fame 
nation ; hence the language can be as little fixed as the charadler is. But if thefe im- 
pediments were once to be removed, Hill the German genius would always be kept back 
by want of encouragement. 

The final! court of Weimar is the only one I have yet met with in Germany, where 
the national genius is not left to ftarve ; but in order to feed it, the Duke is forced, by 
the fcantinefs of his income, to make his wits counfellors, fecretaries, and lord high trea- 
furers. Klopllock is perhaps the only poet alive, who Ihews any thing like a well un- 
derllood patronage in ahy of the German princes. In a word, the moll miferable of 
our journalills will make his fortune fooner at a German court, than the greatell writer 
of the country. There is a vifible proof of this in the Hate of the academy of this 
country. 

Amongll the numerous tribe of literati of this country, Jia/ rien, pas mem aca- 
dmiciem^ I was made molt happy in the acquaintance of the Jew Mofes Mendelfohn, 
Meflrs. Bufehing, 1 eller, Spalding, Nicolai, and Madam Karfchin. 

. Ihe firfl: of thefe is one of the moll remarkable writers in Germany. Hls jvoi fcs are 
elegant, and his Itylp has a neatnefs, richnefs, and predfion, which mull in time make 
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him claffical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, and brings out his philofophy as 
he can. He amufes himfelf at his fpare hours with the publication of fragments of his 
feattered opinions. He has all the elegance in his manner which diitinguifhes his writ* 
ings, and it helps him to carry off a corpulent unwcildy body. 

Bufehing, Teller, and Spalding, are members of the confiftorial court. 

I’he firft is the greateft known geographer in Europe. His defeription of Europe 
far furpaffes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every thing that has gone before. Geo- 
graphy is afcience which, from the various changes which take place every hour, nmft 
of courfe have many defe£ts ; but I doubt whether it be poiTiblc to do more than has 
been done by Bvifching. Not only his iuimenfe induftry, which is abfolcitely neceflary 
in a work of this kind, but his wonderful acutenefs in the choice of his help-mates, is 
inoft admirable. His hiftorical and geographical magazine contains the moft ample ma- 
terials for modem hiftory, particularly that of Ruffia. He himfelf is an inexhauftible 
fund of anecdotes of the European courts j nor is there a fingle one amongft them all, 
with whofe circumftances he is- not as well acquainted, as if he kept a fervant fed in 
each of them. As he pofleffes a great variety of living languages, none of the geogra- 
phical, political, or hiftorical produftions of the age efcape him ; the w'hole world lays 
ever before him, juft as a part of Switzerland does before General Pfifler of Lucern, 
who you know has contrived to delineate not only the natural and phyfical ftate of each 
country, but alfo the motions of the men in them. I talked to Bufehing of ftnifhing his 
valuable geography, but he alledged his numerous occupations, which prevent his un- 
dertaking the talk he affefted to be delighted with. I could difeover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of it; and indeed Afia, Africa, and Ame- 
rica, are not fo eafy to be deferibed as'Europe was. 1 find, however, that he has done 
a great deal towards thefe. 

Teller and Spalding are the mpfl unprieftlike priefis that I Know. No foul upon 
God’s earth is in danger of being damned by them for his fpeculative opinions. Their 
religion is theoredcal and pra£fical philofophy. Both of them are wonderful preachers, 
elegant writers, and deans of churches. Contrary to the generality of proteftant 
teachers, they have comfortable incomes, to which it is probable that they owe much 
of the foftnefs and gentlenefs of their manners ; as it is often hunger that makes di- 
vines ill-mannered, rough, and untra^ble. 

Ranilcr is one of the moft Rmiable poets in all Germany ; and none has carried the 
polilh of his verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the fliarp and Ihort points of 
Horace, as well as of his nervous and crowded periods. His language is claffical. He 
is profeflbr at the cadet fchools, but not in very good circumftances. 

. Mr. Nicolai is a prodigy as an original writer, but poffibly ftill greater as a compiler. 
His Sebaldus Nothanker is one of the beft German novels ; it is quite original, and 
abounds in ftriking charaders and ihterefting fituations. As he is a bookfeller, no 
body can find fault with him for reguladng his authorlhip according to the pounds and 
jlhillings it brings in. There is no German writer, except only Wieland, (who, 
notwithftanding his notorious Jew prafllces in this branch, has dared to blame him for 
it,) who knows how to drefs his commodities fo well according to the public tafte, and 
to fend them out at a proper time. His own intereft, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Germany is ob%ed to him for a Literary 
Journal; which, in point of folidity and real merit, has not its equal in Europe. As 
he is only the compiler, there is no being angry with him if a partial review of a book 
now and then flips in ; but there are very few of thefe ; whereas all the He views of oihtr 
nations are, generally fpeaking, plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind. 
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His conv«rfatiott re fmgularly interefting, as he is poffeffed of a fund of anecdotes of 
German writers, which, if they were to be publiihed, would furpafs every chronicle 
that has hitherto been called fcandsdous*. He knows all their clubs, and the fecrets of 
their private houfes. 

Madam Karfchinis an amiable j^oetels. Her tales breathe innocence, foftfenfibiltiy, 
and peace of mind. She is likewife very good company, and the more admirable for 
having made herfelf what ihe is. 

You meet with many women in this place who are well acquainted with the polite 
arts, and belles lettres.' Madame Rechlan, among many others I could mention, is an 
excellent German poetefs. I was in feveral focieties where all the young women took 
a part in literary converfations. 

There is no country in which you meet with minifters fd enlightened as you do here. 
All the minifters and effective counfellors are chofen men, amongft whom there is hard, 
ly one but would be a wonderful writer in his own line. The prefent Attorney General 
has done more in clearing up the fubje£l of criminal legiflation, in a Ihort pamphlet on 
the fubjeft, than all the folios and quartos in the Beccaria tafte put tc^ether. The 
minifter Hertfberg, to whom the King’s Eftay on German Literature is addrefted, and 
who takes the part of his countrymen with great warmth, has been diftinguiihed by the 
writing of many, and the publication of ftiil -more excellent ftate>papers. He is an 
excellent minifter, and muft be known to you by his conduA of the difpute on the 
Bavarian inheritance, and the peace of Tefchen. The Chief Juftice Zedlitz has pub- 
liihed fome very exellent remarks on education ; and many of the King’s counfellors 
are good writers. If, according to the old proverb, a man is known by his fervants, 
every one muft think highly of me King of Prullia. 

What principally diftinguiihes the literati of the northern parts of Germany, is their 
acquaintance with'the literature of the more cultivated European nations. I did not 
meet, either here or in Saxony, with a'fingle charader of eminence, who was not well 
acquainted with the beft French, Engliih, and Italian writers. They are true cof- 
mopolites in literature, and totally void of prejudice, either in favour of the produc- 
tions of their own country, or againft thofe of a foreign growth. I have no whefe 
met with fuch univerfal and impartial lutowledge of the world as there is here. 
This is an advantage which neither the Englifli, French, or Italians, can difpute with 
them. 


LETTER LIV. 

Berlin* 

OF all the amufements of this town, tiiat which delights me moft at this feaiun, is 
the walk in the ^k on the fouth fide of the Sprey. I have never feen a finer public 
^Ik. The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, groves, and wildemefs, beggar all 
imagination. It is above thre» miles round, and has water fufficient to give it more 
life than there is in the walks of much, larger cities. A part of it commands the Sprey. 
It is a pky that they have not carried it over the parade and the royal wood market as 
far as the river, from both banks of which you have very beautiful profpeds. 

In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in all its glory. It is to the people of this 
place wl»t the Thuilleries are to Paris^ only the mixture of the company is mpeh 
more ftrftJng, as^ou find all the populace and all the fine world here. You ride or 

* Mr. Nicokt, greatly to bis honour, has declared that they never finll, 
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walk through without any moleftarion. la fome parts of the park you likewife 
rows of ladies magnihcentl^ dreifed, fitting together as, in the Thuilleries, and have 
the fame freedom of ftaring them full m the face* and comparing them to one 
another. You alfo meet with moft of the literati of the place at ftated times. Thete 
are refreihments of every kind provided* nor is there* as at Vienna* a police to pre- 
vent any amufemcnt ladies and gentlemen may choofe to fall into. , 

I had no oportunity of feeing the Royal Opera, which is looked upon as one of the 
beft in Europe, but is feldom open eifcept in winter ; nor is there any theatre here ex- 
cept a very indifferent German one, which is not to be compared with thofe of Vienna 
and Munich. The manager, Mr. Dobbelin* has fome very fingular opinions, 11c 
jilaccs the ftrength of his company in the number of his aftors* and feems to dillribute 
the parts amongft them by lot. I have often obferved that he who plays, the fervant is 
much better qualified to play the inaffer, who again, was nature attended to, would 
play the fervant. Among fifty a&ors there are hardly four that would be rccl.oned 
tolerable at Vienna. The wardrobe is of a piece with the red. I faw two pieces in 
which modem manners were reprefented* played in Spanilh drv''ffcs no longer wore. 
Amidfi dreffes of the fifteen centuries, you often behold a modern one, efpecially 
amongft the women. The women feldom change their head drefs, though the feene 
ihould happen to be in India ; and yet Mr. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the cojlume. This theatre is fo fmall, that many of the 
fpeftators are obliged to take care left the clouds of heaven over them fhould be entan- 
gled in their hair. I faw trees which were hardly big enough for walking flicks. Some 
of this great king’s troops are carrion, whom hunger has robbed of all their flefh ; and 
many are hardly able to move their legs and arms, for which want of action, the a£treffes 
are accountable, as you may eafily difeover by the found of their voices. , Mr. Dob- 
belin’s wages, which are from fix to eight guilders a week, are indeed not calculated to 
give his people a great deal of ftrength. Their forte confequently confifls in fainting 
away, in which art two or .three of his women furpafs every thing that I have ever feeu 
of the kind. In this they are only excelled by themfelves when they die. Dying is the 
principal bufmefs of every German ador, and when he knows bow to give life to his 
death, like fome great adors 1 have feen, whofe convulfions began in the feet and ran 
through the whole body, he is fure of the applaufe of a German pit. The tragedy taftc 
which obtains throughout Germany, from the Mediterranean to the Eaftern fea, would 
lead a foreigner to imagine that the country was made up of ravifhers, houfe- breakers, 
&c. efpecially as the fame cannibal gufto is difcoverable throughfiut moft of their modern 
romances. 

Though the inhabitants of Berlin, including the garrifon, amount to one hundred 
and forty-two thoufand men, yet it is not able to keep up a good company of players. 
It is entirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. Dobbelin fuffers half his com- 
pany to ftarve, and ,plays1n a building, which in any other city would be looked upon as 
a barn. In this refpe^ the city is unique. You will imagine that the officers alone, 
who are conftantly from eight to nine’hundred in number* would be fufficient to keep 
up a good theatre ; but it is not fo. In truth this is one of the moft eminent marks of 
the poverty and.parfimony of the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the public of all the great cities of the Prulfian mo- 
narchy difaffe£ted to plays. The great induftry which they are remarkable for muft 
have this effed \ but the capital is the rendezvous of all the idlers of the country* and 
though the number of them does not amount to that of any other capital, it fhould, one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a couple of dozen of players ftarve, Thefe parti- 
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culnrities are to be folt^ by cbnfidering that the idle, fuppofing them to have their in- 
comes neat and free from inctwrtbrance, are dill very poor people. This is the natural 
confequence of the wife fyftem of finance eftablifhed by the King. The induflrious part 
of the public dpes not feel the deamefs of the neceffaries of life, which is the confequence 
of the excife and monopoly, becaufe the wages of work are raifed in proportion to them. 
But thofe who live op their rents feel their whole weight. If therefore they choofe to 
live conllilently, and in feme degree anfwarably to their eftates, the expence of the the- 
atre becomes too weighty an item for their purfes. In a word, the labouring part of 
the public do not go to the play here, becaufe labour makes them fparing ; and the idle 
do not go becaufe they are too poor. 

I know no ftronger mark of diftinftion betwixt the Prufllian and Auflrian charafter 
than what relates to the theatre. The Pruflian monarchy contains feveral other fine 
cities. In Konigfberg there are upwards of fixty thoufand fouls ; ip Breflaw, forty thou- 
fand ; Stettin, Magdeburg and Potfdam contain thirty thoufand inhabitants and above; 
Francfcrt on the Oder, Welel, Embden, and other cities, have from eighteen to twenty- 
five thoufand inhabitants. A great many have from ten to fifteen thoufand fouls. In all 
thefe, two companies of players can hardly get enough to keep out hunger. On the 
other hand, throughout Aufiria you meet with a theatre in every fmall town. I found 
one at Lintz, at Neuftadt, at St. Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger cities, as 
Prague, Prefburg, Gratz, Brun, &c. have all ftanding theatres. This difference is not 
owing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna excepted, which is fattened not pnly with 
the marrow of the whole monarchy, but with part of that of Germany ; there is much 
more money in the Pruflian, than there is in the Auftrian dominions, though,ub Angle 
houfe in the former has an income of fifty, one hundred, or even two hundred thou- 
fand guilders. There is an appearance of care amidft the middle clall'es of the inhabi- 
tants of the Pruflian towns, of which you can have no idea in the Auflrian monarchy, 
the Netherlands and Lombardy only excepted. The only difference confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Pruflians, and the frugality which is infeparable from it. The 
Auftrian cities are full of idlers and fpendthrifts, who are, on the contrary, the fcarceft 
commodities in the Pruflian ftates. Beffd^ this, the knowledge and manners to be 
found amidft the inhabitants of the greater part of the Pruflian provinces, put them in 
poffeflion of better pleafures than are to be met with in the theatre, the dancing booth, 
the cellar, &c. In the fmalleft Pruffian villages you meet with more happmefs, than in 
many large ftates in Auftria ; and there is much mbre good done by private perfons in 
the former, than in any of the latter. 

You have long been defirous I Ihould fay fomething to you of the heir of th/» Pruflian 
monarchy. The common accounts of him are as contradiftory as they are ridiculous. 
There is a German joumalift who has been fliamelefs enough to declare that the King 
haspurpofely negleded the Prince’s education, in order that the lhades of his future go- 
vernment may make his own adminiftration more glorious. It is impoflible to revile ei- 
ther the King or Prince with lefs femblance of truth. The Prince of Pruflia is not only 
particularly well educated, but the King feeks eVery opportunity in his power to attach 
him to his fyftem of govenpment. The warmth of his temperament betrayed him into 
fome amorous exceffes in his youth ; but he is now much more (laid and fober. Ac- 
cording to the teftimony of the King hinifelf, who praifes no man upon flight gropnds, 
he is a great general ; and all the people here, who know him at all, affure me that he 
is likewiie a great ftatefman. He loves the arts and fciences, and what ought to recom- 
mend him to the hotice of the German reviewers, thinks much more favoarably of Ger- 
man literature than his great uncle. He has been reproached with being referved, and 
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not knowing any thing of friendfliip. Thus was a confequenA^ his former exceffes, 
which naturally rendered him difHdent whom he truffed or admitted to be witnefsof his 
irregularides ; but it is alio a proof that the King had always a watchful eye over his 
education. All this, however, is much changed within the courfe of a few years, and 
his chara6:er has opened itfelf fo much to hke advantage, as to render him worthy of 
ranking amongft the greateft princes, who, by a kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords 
no other example, have within a century raifed the Pruffian kingdom from almoft no- 
thing to be one ot the mofl: terrible dates in Europe, 

'I'he only thing which makes the Pruffian patriots at all apprehendve of a change , is 
a little love for magnificence, and rather too unlimited a generofity. It is true that 
tliefc are mod formidable failings in a monarchy, which, Hke the Pruflian, is built only 
upon fimplicity and frugality, and has no other drength but that which arifes from the 
exaded oeconomy. But the King, who is better acquainted with this than any body 
clfe, and has ever been a more careful father, both of the Prince and country, than jour- 
nalifts think, has frequently made him feel, by experience, the bad confequences of the 
want of proper frugality ; and though the Prince ihould not, during bis uncle’s life- 
time adopt his fydem of oeconomy, he will not fit half a year upon the throne after his 
death without being convinced that he mud adopt it. The Pruffian date is a piece of 
clock-work, which dands dill as foon as one wheel is impaired *, and the Prince has 
wifdom, alacrity, and honour fuificient to give ear to the preifing voice of neceflity, and 
not to let the country fink through his indolence. 

The incomes of the Pruffian princes and princeffes are by no means fo fcantyas peo- 
ple are generally taught to believe. Every prince has 50,000 rubles per annum fettled 
on him as foon as he comes of age, and the King’s brother, as well as the hereditary 
prince, have befides, incomes arifing from edates and places. Prince Henry has nearly 
400,000, and the hereditary prince at lead 350,000 livres annually to depend upon. 
Neither of them are able to make the year meet on their incomes. But in cafes of ne- 
celfity the King is as free of bis aflldance, as of his brotherly and paternal advice. He 
lius a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition with the money he at aiiy time be- 
llows. At the fame time there is not a better pay-mader in the world, nor is there an 
indance of his having cheated any. individual of a penny in his accounts with them. 

I cannot conclude this fubjed: without giving you feme more anecdotes of this in ge- 
neral fo much midaken monarch. I dial! not. repeat any of the dories which are pub- 
licly known of him, and do him as much honour as a private man, as his exploits do as 
a monarch. What I have to communicate to you relates to his treatment ef perfons 
with w^m he had reafon to be diffatisfied, which will diew you at once both how little of 
thedefpot he reallyhasin him, and how well he underdands the art of infinuating him- 
felf into the cabinets of the feveral European princes, and making himfelf mader of their 
mod important fecrets. 

I am acquainted with two perfons who have long been employed by the King in mat- 
ters of the greated importance. They are both of them advehturers of the fird clafs. 
The one poffefles fome talents, which however are more Ihining than fubdantiai, as bis 
knowledge is too much confined to his own affairs, and he does not khow the connec- 
tion of them with political circumdances. The other had not hands diffidently clean^ 
but his corruption has arifen more from diffipation, than nature dr culpable habit. Both 
having been deleted in impofing upon the King, there came to them fecret advice from 
a third hand, and they difappeared from Berlin at different times. The affair at that 
time made no further noife. . It happened that both had it afterward!; in thdr power to 
ferve the King, th^ one at the Eadem Sea, and the other at the Lower Rhine. All thofe 
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who have at any time bfcn in clofe conne£tion with the King, even when they quarrel 
with him, preferve an aflfefition for his fervice in their breads, which fliews more than 
any thing elfe, that the King is not the tyrant he is reprefented to be. 

The abundant love for his fervice, which was more a confequence of true regard and 
friendfliip than of feif-intereft, induced the fugitives to write the King word that there 
were things on the fpots where they were, in which they could be of fervice to him. 
This happened at different times, and the circumftances had nothing to do with each 
otlier. The King accepted their offers, rewarded them according to their fen’ices, and 
though he lent them many letters, fome of which I have feen, let fall never a word of 
their former mifdeeds. So far from it, there were marks in feveral of the letters, that 
he wilhed to banilh the remembrance of them from his memory as fall as poflible. A 
ftill more extraordinary thing is, that one of the men has been returned this three years, 
and has often had occafion to converfe with the King, without having heard a fyllablc 
from him that could lead, even in the nioft round-about way, to the old dory. 

Some anecdotes which I have been told here, and do not recolledl to have feen in 
print, fliew that this treatmeut of the two adventurers did not arife from any regard to 
ielf-intereft, but was the refult of the opinions which the King entertains of human na- 
ture. I’he prefent minifter — — — , was a major in the lall Silefian w'ar. As he had 
confeffedly great military talents, the King made him adjutant to General Hiller, who 
was as brave as his own fword, but was no deep thinker. This was done in confe- 
qucnce of the ufual cullom ; for when a dangerous expedition is in hand, Frederick 
always employs perfons with iron bodies, who are ufgd to run without fearing 
againft any wall he fends them ; but then he always places an adjutant behind 
them, to give them the direftion. The major did his duty, and the King was well 
pleafed with him, and expreffed himfelf fo. The next thing you would imagine would 
have been preferment ) but this did not follow ; for the gentleman had too much lalt 
in his cumpofition, and had happened to make fome obfervaiions rather loo warm on 
the King’s operations. Thefe came to his ears, and made fuch an impredion on him, 
that he found an opportunity of letting the gentleman know that his atfions were more 
pleafing than his criticifms. The major now thought that all hopes of his promotion 
were at an end forever, he therefore retired to a provincial town, and gave him!i.lf up 
to philofophical purfuits, like a man who had nothing more to hope from the couit. 
After a certain time had elapfed, the^King bethought himfelf of enquiring for him. He 
was told that he was fiudying politics and finance for his amufement. On this the King 
let him wait a little while longer, and then promoted him to a confpicuous poft in the 
province, where having bad occafion to diftinguifh himfelf, he was finally called to the 
miniftry, nor has there ever been the leaft .hint given of what had palled between him 
and the King. 

Quintus Icilius had once been treated very roughly in confequence of one of his pub- 
lications, by a gentleman who was dilpleafed, and took the liberty of writing with gr. at 
freedom againlt him. A little wltile after, having occafion to publifh again, he alkecl 'he 
King’s permiflion to do it. “ I have nothing to fafy to thefe matters,” replies the mo- 
march, ** you mult alk Mr. — — your reviewer’s leave.” This nettled Quintus ici- 
lius, whofe weak fide was the pride of autbbrfhip j and he Ihewed hisrefentment by ab- 
fenting himfelf for a few nights from the King’s fuppers. When the King imagined his 
author’s pride was a little cooled, he fent him word that he had heard with pleafure that 
he was well again, and hoped to fe * hini-at the ufual feafon. Quintus accordingly at- 
tended, and not a bbk or queftkm paffed which could put him m the lead diftri fs. - On 
the contrary, the King cunverfed with him with a familiarity and good-humoured plea- 
fantry that would have done honour to a private man, and could gome only from one 
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who was a man of the world, and loved mankind as well as he underdood them. There 
arc many other trails of the fame kind, which (hew how different the Ring of Pruffiais 
in every thing from a Sultan. 

Whilll the Pruffian admiriiftration is thus generally mifunderflood ; whilft the very 
courts who endeavour the mofl: exaftly to imitate the operations of Frederick, cannot 
enter at all into the fpirit of his adminiftration, and commonly either take that for an 
end which is only a means ; or for want of thought make thofe parts of their govern- 
ment myfterious, which he renders the moft open to every man's infpedion who choofes 
to look upon them ; whilft, in fine, moft of the other powers of Europe have not fenfe 
enough to think of learning his fyltem of government ; he is perfcdtly acquainted with 
the conftitution, adminiftration, and the external circumftances of every power in Eu- 
rope, the fmalleft and moft apparently infignificant not excepted. He knows France 
better than our whole miniftry put together. I have been affured from good authority, 
that for many years paft four perfons have travelled at his expence throughout otir feveral 
provinces, in order to give him accurate information of the population, the agriculture, 
the exports, and particularly the manufadures of the country. I know for a certainty 
that by this means he knows the Auftrian provinces better than they are known at Vi- 
enna itfelf. The anecdote mentioned in the Difeours preliminairc, of the book entitled 
Grande Tadliqueet Manoeuvres des Guerres fuivani ks principcs de Sa Majific Prufiene, 
of the Pruflian ambaflador at Paris, Lord Marfliall, having in vain endeavoured to open 
the eyes of our minifter for foreign affairs with regard to the affairs of Ruftia, is fountled 
on a fad. Nor is this the only opportunity our minifters have loft by their prefump- 
tion of being taught by the King wTiat might have been advantageous to the country 
they pretended to govern. It cannot indeed be denied that the emiffaries which he em- 
ploys to come at the fecrets of foreign courts, often make ufe of ways and means by which 
honour comes fhort home. When, for inflance, the partition of Poland was in agita- 
tion, the papers of a private fecrctary of a certain cabinet were procured in a manner 
which much hurt the bonds of private friendfliip ; not only fo, but there w'as an auda- 
city ufed which far furpaffes all idea. Without attempting to apologize for fuch things, 
1 can only fay, that as they are artifices which all the courts of Europe allow themfelves, 
none is fo fuccefsful in them as the King of Pruflia, as there is no monarch who has 
Inch trufty and acute fervants as he has. The adivity, fidelity, and fecrecy with which 
all his matters are managed, are the caufes why the Pruflian arabafladors in all courts 
make fuch fliort procefles, and commonly arrive at their conclufions when other minif- 
ters firft begin to reafon, to conjedure, and to combine. That cabinet which tliinks to 
carry on any important thing in which the King of Pruflia is concerned, without his 
coming at the knowledge of it, is much miftaken. In the prefent tranfadions of the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna with regard to the Porte the King of Pruflia has 
(prung fome mines which have opened him the doors of the two cabinets. He told the 
Jefuits of their fall two years before it happened; but they believed not in him, and 
imagined themfelves to be much greater prophets. 

Upon the whole, the ftrengih of the King of Prulfia confifts partly in the knowledge 
of his oVvn ftrength, and partly in that he has of the ftrength of his rivals. There is a 
double advantage in this, arifmg from the underftandings of the latter being as unfteady 
and variable as tho fc of the King and bis miniftere are plain and precife. Want of un- 
derftanding is the mother of pride, which leads us to the greateft political errors, and 
makes us defpife our enemies, to our great lofs. This blindnefs it was which, as the 
King well obierved, carried Auftria into Silefia, and Great Britaiil into America. He 
jhimfelf is fure never to fall into fuch a fnare, as his felf-Iove never blinds him. As a 
|iroof of this, obferve the remarkable diffierence there is between Auftrian and Pruflian 

(fate 



RIESBECK’s travels through GERMANY. 


*09- 

ftatc-papers. In the former the writers always endeavour by all means, and often in the 
midll of vifible marks that they themfelves know better things, to trumpet forth the 
power of Auftria, and leflen that of Pruffia. The latter, on the contrary, even when 
they are at war with Auftria, Ipeak in the higheft terms of its greatnefs ; nor is there 
an inftance of a Prullian’s having given hitnfelf the trouble in a public writing, to make 
the greatnefe of his country more than it is. They ufe plain fa^s and arguments, with- 
out the lead exaggeration. A very ftrong diftinftive chara£fer this of the two coun- 
tries. In the midft of the Bavarian war, whilft Auftrian writers ufed to fet forth that the 
King of Pruffia was obliged to enter into fome war to pay his army, whom he could 
otherwife neither clothe nor feed ; tlie Pruffian minifters only obferved in their ftate- 
papers, how inconceivable it was that fo high and mighty a power as the Houfe of Aul- 
tria, a power fo juftly formidable to all the neighbours round, Ihould feek to makeitfelf 
ftill greater by the depreffion of an old monarch, from whom it had fo little danger to 
apprehend. In a word, the Prufliun kingdom is governed by rule, and the greateft part 
of the reft of the world by opinion. 


LETTER LV. 

Hamburgh, 

THE body, my deareft brother, feels itfelf as much worfe in all the parts of. North 
Germany, than it is in the fouthem ones, as the mind feels itfelf better. On this fide 
the Erts-mountain, the inns, roads, poft-waggons, and all that relates to travelling, are 
the very beft poffible ; on the other the inns are not a jot better than the Spanifti ones. 
The roads are like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifes, they have a kind of large 
fanner’s waggon, without cover or window, in which the paffiengers lay along the ftraw 
like fwine, and are expofed to all the inclemencies of the weather. On the other hand, 
here you meet with the beft company every where ; there is hardly a village fo fmall 
but what has manufactures, colledions of the arts, and libraries i befides which, every 
pariffi-prieft in the country has more knowledge of mankind, than many a courtier in 
the fouth of Germany. 

Nature has likewifc made a great difference with refped: to the phyfical appearance 
of the two parts of Germany. Saxony, which is the beft northern province for natural 
fruitfulnefs of country, ftill bears no comparifon with Bohemia, Auftria, Bavaria, and 
Suabia, and the hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, are not nearly of 
the fame value as thofe of the fame fize in the fouth. 

The dutchy of Mecklenburg is as large as the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter 
has five hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its prince enjoys a revenue of two 
millions of rix dollars ; the former hardly two hundred and twenty thoufand men, and 
a revenue of not more than four hundred thoufand rix ddllars, of which the Schwerin 
line enjoys three, and that of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding this much larger po- 
pulation, the duchy of Wirtemberg could nourifti all the inhabitants of Mecklenburg 
with its iuperfluity. On a calculation, we fhould find that the dutchy of Wirtemberg 
has five or fix times the natural riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding the 
more advantageous fituation of the latter on the fea. 

With regard to pidurefque appearance of country, there is much more beauty and 
variety in the dutchy of Mecklenburg than in the mark of Brandenburg ; though ydu 
meet with no hills .properly fo called in either, for the things which they dignify with 
the name of hills, throughout this whole country, are no other than mole'hilis'when 
compared to true hills. There are however in Mecklenburg, feveral very pretty land- 
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fcapcs, where foft hills beautified with great varieties of woods; meadows covered with 
corn, and little cottages furrounding fmall lakes, make a very fine pid^ure. 

The Mecklenburg farmers are a very flrong and healthy race of men. Their curling 
white hair reminds rlic traveller of the old Germans, who heretofore contributed to the 
Roman luxury that atirca c^efaries which, on the head of a thin boned, fallow-faced, and 
coughing young fenator, mull; have been the greatelt fatire on the corruption of Rome, 
in the eyes of thinking men. Almoft all the farmers in Mecklenburg are flaves ; bv.t 
their fates are not fo hard as they feem, as the nobility are humane, enlightened, and 
good-Hatured. They, as well as the burgefles of certain cities, enjoy a freedom here 
which has long been loft in the Upper Germany. The Duke of Mecklenburg and the 
Eleftors of Saxony, are the moft limited princes of the empire ; nor have any decree s 
of the imperial court, which they have brought forward in their ieveral contentions with 
their ftates, yet been able to humble their nobility, whofe jealoufy of the power of their 
governors fonietimes amounts to an almoft ridiculous excefs. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefchen, in retum for having given up their 
claims on the marquifate of Lcuchtenbcrg, the famous Jus dc non appcllando^ in confe- 
quence of which no law-fuits can be carried out of their owm courts to the tribunal of 
the empire. 'I’hey thought by this- to have gained a prodigious advantage over their 
ftates ; but thefe protelled againft this privilege, as being inimical to their liberties, and 
the affair is not yet determined. Probably the dukes will maintain themfelvcs in the 
poffeflion of a privilege poffcffed by few except the eleftors, and by this means obtain 
real dominion in their countries. 

When I tell you men of the great world, that there is very good company to be met 
with on the banks of the Lokenifs, the Stor, the Rckenifs, the Warne, and feveral other 
rivers, which thbugh you have never heard them mentioned in your lives, are not only 
as true rivers as the Somme, the Scheld, the Sambre, but in many parts of them navi- 
gable rivers too ; you will think that my tafte muft needs have fuffered great corrup- 
tion from the grofs air of Germany. I can affure you, however, that if by a ftroke of 
a magic wand you could be taken out of your perfumed beds, and without breathing a 
drachm of German air, be tranfported into a circle of Mecklenburg nobleffe, you would 
find the fociety very agreeable. It is true you meet there no academicians, no abbes, 
no virtuofi, no journalifts, no players, nor any of the characters which contribute fo 
much to enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, natural found underftandings 
and good hearts give the converfation a ftronger and more fubftantial relifh than all 
your anecdotes and hijioriettes de cour, your comedies, brochures., and all the other arti- 
ficial ragouts— with which you mix fo much affafoetida. 

I have feen no nobleffe happier, or more hofpitable than that of Mecklenburg, 
efpecially that in and about Guftrow. Nor are they fo unacquainted with the refine- 
ments ot life, and the great world, as you may imagine. The tables are wonderfully 
Well covered, and you may vifit many perfons who are very well acquainted with the 
life of courts. literature is found among ail ranks who are above the populace. The 
women know nothing of what is commonly called ton. They have none of that boldnefs 
and imperiournefs, nor yet any thing of the defire of conqueft of our country-women ; 
they are gentle, and attentive to their children, fiill and bafhful ; but all that they fay is 
fo naif and hearty, that the wit of our moft famous country-women appears loathfome 
ahd fiat to me when compared to it. I was not at all furprifed to find the prefent war 
much the fubjeft of converfation throughout the whole of my tour.* The nation take a 
natural concern in it, both on account of the troops they let out, and from their having, 
been for feveral centuries very warlike themfclves. No wonder that under fuch cir- 
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cumftances more than a hundred news papers (hould not be fufficient to fatisfy their him- 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily explain is, the amazing partiality of the 
Germans for the Englilh. You hardly meet with one German out of a hundred who is 
on our fide. The Mecklenburghcrs efpecially have a fondnefs and veneration for our 
enemies which approaches to fuperflition. I was in many places where they gave little 
fetes whenever the god with two trumpets, the one before and the other behind, fpread 
reports favourable to the Englifii. It is true indeed that there is foraething great in the 
heroic deeds and character of the Englilh, which naturally leads the opinion of mankind 
towards them. But it is not only in what relates to war that the Germans are hollile to 
us. 'I’hey look upon our government as the excels of defpotifm, and confider us as a 
tricking and treacherous people. You know that this is the direct oppofite of the cha- 
raftcr we give ourfelves, and indeed of that which is given us by fome other nations 
whom we have made our friends by our franknefs and honefty j but it is the projectors 
and adventurers, wlio being calt out by France, have attempted to make their fortunes 
in Germany, that have raifed this prejudice againll us; for which reafon I could not 
forgive the Germans their judging fo unfavourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towards them, and are apt to confider the baron, 
who often makes a ridiculous figure in Paris, with his embroidered coat, and embroi- 
dered veil, as a model of the German nobility. Upon the whole, different nations mult 
forgive each other their prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them when, as it is in Ger- 
many and France, they do no hurt to individuals, however they may alfeCt national 
pride. In England, Holland, and fome other countries, they are often attended witii 
fatal confcquences to individuals, and are therefore not to be forgiven. 

The firll appearance of the free imperial city of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. 
Moll of the llrcets are narrow, clofc, and black, and the populace in them is fierce, 
wild, and, generally fpeaking, nof very clean. As foon however, as a man has made his 
way into the principal houlcs, he begins to conceive a more favourable opinion of the 
town. In the houfes of the rich merchants you fee tafte, cleanlinefs, magnificence, and 
at times even profufion. The Hamburghers are the firll protellants I have feen, who 
have continued good catholics in the material points of eating and drinking. Their 
tables are e\:n better than thofe of the people of Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich, 
whom heretofore I have deferibed to you as fuch commendable proficients in the art of 
the Apicii ; nor is there a place in the world where they have fo many refinements on 
the fenfual pleafures as is in this. Though in few parts of Germany gardening is in 
as llourilliing a Hate as it is here, yet they are not contented with the wonderful vegeta- 
bles which their own country affords, but import many fpecies of them from England, 
Holland, and various parts of Germany. This is owing to fafliion, which has affixed a 
preference to the vegetables which come from thefe countries. They get together from 
F.alt, Welt, North, and South, what every country produces peculiar to itfelf and coifly 
for the table. But it .would far exceed your belief was I to lay before you an exadt 
pidure of the way of living here. You may however form to yourfelf Ibrae idea of it, 
when I tell you that it is the cuftom in great houfes to give a particular wine with every 
diih. According to the eflabiiflied courfes of good houfekeeping, Burgundy, Cham* 
paigne, Malaga, Port and Mofelle, have each their dili'erent difh to which they belong ; 
lo that when the meat is ferved up for which nature, according to the opinion of the 
Hamburghers, has deflined each particular wine, there is always frefh glaffes let* on. 
With young gre^n beans, which is a difh of feme ducats, and new herrings, a difh which 
colls a guilder, the Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but Malaga wine; and Bur- 
gundy is the Handing vehiculum of green peafe. Oyflers mull of all ncceffity fwim in 
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Champaigne ; and the coftly fait meats admit of no other convoy than Port and Ma- 
deira. You muft not think that this takes place only on feftiyals; by no means; it is 
the daily food of the rich ; and their way of living is adapted in every thing to this. 

I am foon to make fome vifits in the country houfes near town, which are out of all 
number. Equipages, furniture, play tables, every thing, in a word, is anfwerable to the 
expence of the table. Few aflemblies of Parifian people of falbion, are more brilliant 
than the parties who meet in villas here, and they hardly play as high. Thofe who can 
afford to fpend no more than twenty or thirty thoufand livres a year, rank among the 
middling clafs, and though they are all obliged to fupport themfelves by their own in- 
duftry, and that there is fcarce any nobility with a ftated revenue to be met with, there 
are many families who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand livres a year in their 
houfekeeping. 

Notwithftanding all this love of good eating, the mind is not opprelfed and borne 
down by the body here as it is in the fouthern parts of Germany. The Hamburghers 
of the higher clafs are ftill more jovial, more happy, more converfible, and more witty, 
than the Saxons. You meet here with many literati of the firft clafs. Natural hiftory 
particularly flourifhes much, and is held in high ellimation. It was a Hamburgher who 
gave Linnseus the fundamental ideas of his Syjiema Natura. As moft of the young 
people are lent abroad to form trading conneftions in the feveral ports of London, Pe- 
terlburg, Calais, Bourdeaux, &c. in all which the Hamburghers have houfes, a llranger 
is fure to meet with fome people who are acquainted with his native country. The 
Hamburghers upon the whole are great travellers, which renders the fociety of this 
place particularly lively and animated. 

The women of this place are handfome, genteel, and freer in their manners than they 
generally are in proteflant countries ; particularly there obtains a vivacity which a man 
is not ufed to look for in the north, and is a llrong contrail to the aldermannic gullo of 
Holland. Doubtlefs the good eating occalions this. 

One of the great pleafures of this city arifes from the Alllerllufs. It comes from the 
north, almoft through the middle of the city, and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hun- 
dred paces in circumference. In a fummer evening this lake is almoft covered over 
with gondolas, which have not fuch a melancholy afpcfl as the Venetia.: ones. Thefe 
are filled with family or other parties, and have often boats in attendance upon them 
■with mufic. The whole has an aftonilhing good effeft, which is ftill greater from there 
being a much-frequented public walk by the lake ; the livelinefs of which correfponds 
very pleafingly with that of the people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the Elbe called the Four Lands^ which are 
alfo in fummer a notable rendezvous of pleafure. The fanners who live in thefe villages 
are in very good circumftances, and take a prodigious fum of money from the town, 
for their excellent vegetables, particularly for their green peafe. Every day during the 
fummer you meet here with parties from the city, who are as confpicuous for their gen- 
teel appearance, as for their excefs in eating and drinking. The farmers* daughters are 
very pretty, and their drefs the handforaeft I have yet feen amongft this clafs of beings. 
They allure the young men of the city to their cots; and many quarter themfelves here 
under the pretence of a milk diet, but in fa£l to be near their fweethearts. 

Thefe above meiitioned four villages fupply the town with vegetables, butter, milk, 
hay, and many other things of the kind — alfo with moft of the women of pleafure, and 
naeft of the fpinners. , 

'I'he city of Altona, which lies at no greeat diftance from this town, alfo affords this 
people ma’ty opportunities of amufing themfelves. The King of DenmariE, who from 
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a jealoufy of Hamburg, endeavours by every means in his power to make this place 
flourilhing, appears to have it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the city, as 
well as the trade. Through his care Altona has, in a Ihort fpace of time, from a fmall 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand inhabitants, amongft whom, however, to 
fpeak freely, there are far too many rafcals. 

The country round about Hamburg, though a flat, is extremely pleafant ; the vari- 
ous and flourilhing agriculture gives it a very gay appearance ; the water, however, 
contributes much to the beauty. The river conduces extremely to the advantage of 
this city, which by taking the lafl: toll, has almoft an illimited command over it. It is a 
mile and three quarters broad at Hamburg, and forms feveral iflands, on which they 
make parties of pleafure. The afped of this mighty river, always well filled with 
fhips, and in feveral parts containing very rich illands, has a great deal of majefly in 
it. 'Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent profpeft only from a few houfes in the 
city. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of water, and low fituation, the jur of the place is ex- 
tremely good ; this is owing to the cleanfing it receives from the ftrong winds which 
blow upon it from all quarters. The north wind is very dangerous to the city, it 
impedes the courfe of the ftreain, and occafions many inundations which frequently 
fill the lower parts of the houfes with water, and do a great deal of mifehief to the- 
country around. 


LETTER LVI. 

Hamburg*^ 

HAMBURG is without comparifon the moft flourilhing commercial city in all Ger- 
many. Except London and Amflerdam, there is hardly a port in which you fee con- 
ftantly fo many Ihips as you do here. The prefent bufinefs confifts in great part of 
commiilion and carrying ; but the proper and folid trade of the inhabitants is likewife 
very confiderable. Their principal trade is driven with Spain and France ; and they 
gain confiderably by the exchange with the former. Hamburg has hitherto fupplied 
Spain with moft of its linens ; it alfo fupplies it with large quantities of iron, copper, 
and other articles which the north produces. The Prulfians, Danes, Swedes, and Ruf- 
fians give themfclves a great deal of trouble to be the carriers of their own commodities 
to Spain ; but it is extremely dilEcult to turn trade out of an old channel, and many of 
the merchants of the north find the carrying trade of Hamburg too convenient, and in 
part, alfo too profitable to them, for the prefent proprietors to be in any great danger of 
iofing this channel of trade. The fums advanced ftay too long at Calcs, and when a 
country cannot pay itfelf in the commodities of that it trades with, the trade with Spain ^ 
is very troublefome. At prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, for except in 
time of war, (when materials for Ihip building, ammunition, &c. make fome difference) 
it carries more things out of the country than it fumilhes. Another reafon why that 
part of the northern exports will always go through the hands of the Hambiirghers is, 
that they can pay for them quickly and regularly j whereas the waiting for the Ihips 
from the Havannah, without the return of which the Spanilh trade cannot go on, often , 
puts the northern merchant to inconveniencies. 

Sugar cane is the great article which goes from Spain to . Hamburg, by which the 
latter g^^ns great fupis. No nation has hitherto been able to vie with the Hamburghers ■ 
in boilihg and refining fugars.. The trade for. thefe articles extends through all Ger- 
many,. Poland, and a great part of the north.L Other important articles which Ham- 
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burg rakes from Spain, and with which it drives a very confiderable trade in the north, 
arc wine, fait, fruit and the like. Befides all thefe, manufaftures of handkerchiefs, rat- 
teens, and ribbons, apothecaries’ drugs, and the fifliery, form a very confiderable part of 
the trade of the country. There is no place in the woild which contains finer and more 
■cunning fpeculators than this does ; no circumftance or moment favourable to a fingle 
article efcape them. The prefent war has brought them in aftonifliing fums. 

The enlightened and patriotic governors of this place omit nothing which can con- 
tribute to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the profpeft of advantage to their 
fellow citizens made them attempt to open a trade for them on the coaft of Barbary ; 
the Dutch were immediately jealous of this, and made the King of Spain believe that 
the Haniburghers fumilhed the Saracens with implements of war : the King, in confe- 
^ucncc, made fcveral orders, which have liopped the channel to the prefent merchants, 
whom however he cannot prevent from a much more profitable commerce with his own 
fubjefts. 

This ftate is furrounded on all fidcs by mighty rivals, of whom, however, the induftry, 
cunning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get the better. The Danilh government 
omits nothing that can hurt the country ; nay it often fecks to hurt it without any prol- 
pe£t of advantage to itfelf. One of the favourite projefts of the Danilh minifters is to 
unite the Eafl Sea to the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the Eyder. This would 
give a death ftroke to the commerce of Lubeck and Hamburg ; but the government 
and the intelligent part of the country are as eafy about this, as they would be if his 
Danilh Majefty was to order a canal to be dug in Greenland, On the other fide, the 
King of Prulfia had, by his terrible taxes, cut oft’ the communication of this country 
with Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere ftroke to both countries. What did the 
wife government here do ? It entered into a treaty of commerce with Hanover and 
Bruniwick, and laid the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. This foon con- 
vinced the King of Pruffia that his toll on the Elbe would be ruined fooner than the 
trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however it is too high for the Saxons and Hamburghers, but muft continue for fonie 
time within tolerable bounds. 

Notwithftanding all the impediments call in the way of it, the trade of this country 
has been continually gaining ground during this century. No doubt, the immediate 
caufes have been the improvements in agriculture, the increafe of population, and the 
greater approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabitants of the north. Liberty 
alone would however in time have been fulEcient to have removed many of the hind- 
rances which hoftile neighbours fought to put in the way of the trade. Whilft the 
neighbouring powers were increafing their excife and cuftom-houfe duties, and by fo 
doing Hopping up fo many channels of commerce to their fulyefts, here they were 
opening every door both of exports and imports ; and inftead of feeking to raile, were 
inventing every polfible method to diminilh the taxes. This illimited freedom of trade 
is of a piece with the fpirit of the conftitution and of the city, and was the only means 
which the wife governors of it could hit upon to raife the ftate. But if the ftate had 
not been a fingle independant city, as the luxury which fupports a free trade could not 
have been kept up but at the expence of the country, the illimited freedom would have 
been very difadvantageous to the country belonging to it. The politicians of this place 
are in the right when they maintain that illimited liberty of trade is the foundation of 
the well-being of their country ; but they are in the wrong for blaming, as they all do, 
the Prulfian fyftem of excife, as a mad fyftem, equally deftruSive to the country and 
’people. There is a great difference between a fingle independant city and a great Hate. 

That 
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That commerce which enriches the Hamburghers, makes feveral of the HoKlciners 
and Mecklenburghers poor, by taking fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
wine. &c. and it would foon ruin the King of Pruffia's beft provinces, jufi; as the flou- 
rifhing trade of Dantzick has too much contributed to the iinpoverilhing of the wide 
extended kingdom of Poland. If Hamburg had a large extent of country, it would 
I'oon find the bad confequences of an illimited freedom of trade, efpecially, if like the 
leaders of other republics, its governors would not prefer the inhabitants of the country 
to thofe of the city. In the mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and donieftic mer- 
chants, by neither of whom the King of Prufiia would fuffer his fubjefts to be plundered, 
has made him be reputed a tyrant by Mr. Wrasall, and writers of his ftamp. 

The fortunes of the inhabitants of this country are in a conftant fiate of fluctuation. 
The expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there are very few rich houfes ; you can 
hardly find any that has been fifty years in the fame rtyle of fplendour. The immenfe 
profits of tills grand commercial country are fo well divided, that you cannot meet with 
above five perfons who pofl'efs a million ; but the number of houfes which have from three 
to fix hundred thoufand guilders is extremely great. But then as foon as a merchant 
makes one hundred thoufand guilders, he muft have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences keep pace with his income, fo that the lead blow brings him back to poverty; 
from which, however, the flighted labour will extricate him again. Hamburg is truly 
fingular as a commercial city, in this refpect, for you meet in it w'ith perfons who have 
been bankrupts three or four times, and yet have returned to riches. The man who has- 
an income cf from two to three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more fliew with 
it, both in his trade and houfe-keeping, than many Amderdamers who have many mil- 
lions, lofes in a moment his country houfe, his houfe in town, Ids palace, his warehoufe, 
his coach and gardens, and begins again as a broker; but hardly are his old edate and 
country houfe ibid off, than he has another edate, buys another country houfe, is able 
to drive through the town with two prancing HoUleiners before him, and has his gar- 
den, his coach, his gambling box, — till, heigh predo ! he is a broker again. The inex- 
plicable facility of making ufe of one’s money, renders the Hamburgher here too bold; 
lb that he does more bufmefs with fifty thoufand florins, than a Dutchman will do with 
two hundred thoufand ; but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune than the 
Dutchman is. However the fecurity he is under of not being obliged to beg in his old 
age, renders him quite carelefs. There arc, indeed, no where fo good retreats for bank- 
rupts as there are here. If broken merchants do not choofe to turn brokers and try 
their luck afrefh, they have employments given them on which they may live very com- 
fortably. Befides thefe, there are funds for the fupport of poor burghers^ words which 
mean here bankrupts. There is no place indeed where the eftabiilhments for the poor 
are on fo fplcndid a footing as they are here. Look where you will you fee that bank- 
rupts have had a (hare in the legillation, and that they have fought to make tbemfelves 
and their pofterity fecure againit all events. 

The great and frequent revolutions in the commercial houfes of this place, give the 
merchant an alacrity which he has no where elfe in the world. The genius of trade 
does no where fo many wonders as it does here. The Hamburghers far outdo the 
Dutch in happy calculations, fpeculation, and fortunate hits ; and you meet with more 
true theory of trade amongft the brokers of this place, than there is to be found in many 
thick books written exprefsly on the fubjeft. Only you raufl: not expert to fee the fnb- 
jefl: treated with » view to finance, as they have no relilh for cuftoms, excife, and alt 
the modern Jewilh inventions to fpunge the fubftance of the people. 
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The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade is carried on here, employs a larger 
capital than is put into it by the Dutch, who are more expert at faving money than at 
getting it. The Ilamburgher works himfelf up again with the fame cafe with which he 
falls } whereas the Dutchman could not make his fortune without excefllve parfimony, 
and, commonly fpeaking, is indebted only to his induftry and faving for what he gets. 
Ricii inheritances are very fcarce here, in comparifon to the fum of money there is in 
the place, as this is divided amongft too many, and the ebbs and flows are too frequent . 
The great capital of every inhabitant is his induftry and underftanding. 

The illimiled credit of the bank of this place, is a certain fign both of the riches of 
the ftatc, and of the right notions which prevail here with refpeft to every thing which 
has a relation to trade. The foundations on which this bank rolls, are the fimpleft that 
can be imagined. There is neither paper nor any kind of coined money, but only a 
large quantity of filver, which is meafured out by the pound. It is, however, the moil 
rcfpe&ed, and 1 mull think the moft fecure of all the eftabliflnuents of the kind in the 
world. 

'I’he government of Hamburg is wonderful. I am acquainted with no commonwealth 
that has fo nicely hit olF the juft mean betwixt ariftocracy and democracy, and fecured 
itfelf fo well againft the inconveniences of both, as this has done. The Icgiflative power 
is in the hands of the aflembled burgefles. Thcfe are chofen from the five parilhes of 
the city. The firft college, or firft deputation of them, confifts of the aldermen, three 
of whom are chofen by the inhabitants of each parifh. Every parilh alfo fends nine per- 
fons to the fecond, which, with the former one, make a college of fixty. Finally, each 
parifh contributes twenty-four to the third, making, when joined to the two former, a 
number of one hundred and eighty. The ordinary bufinefs is regularly brought by the 
council before this alTembly j but when there is a new law to be made, or a new tax to 
be raifed, after having paifed this court, it inuft farther be laid before a general aflfembly 
of the burghers* The one hundred and eighty, together with fix afleflbrs added to 
them from each parilh, mull appear before this affembly, in which every man who pof- 
fefles a houfe of his own, or an eftate that is out of debt, or a certain fum in fpecie 
above the value for which the houfe or eftate is mortgaged, may appear and give his 
vote. 

The mlferable corporation fyftem, which, in other republics approaching towards de- 
mocracy, often leads to ridiculous, and often to very ferious and fatal excelTes, has no 
Influence here upon the ftate. No manufadurer can tyrannize over the people, as is 
the cafe in many other republican governments ; nor does the happinefs of the whole 
depend upon the will or caprice of a company of Ikinncrs or barber furgeons. Due 
provifion has alfo been made that the will of the mob, which often overturns the wifeft 
ordinances, and the moft ufeful projefls, in countries approaching fo nearly to the de- 
mocratic form as Hamburg does, fliould not eafily do mifehief here. Before a law comes 
before a general aflembly of the people, it has been tried and approved by the wifer part 
of them, which renders it not dilficult to gain over the reft to the good'fide, as of courfe 
they will have confidence in legillators originally nominated by themfelves. This legif- 
lative aflembly is likewife fo numerous as to render it very difficult for a part to get the 
maftery over the whole, by the ufual democratic artifices. 

As thefe colleges are eftablilhed for a long time, and are not eafily changed, the 
members of them are well enough acquainted with the true circumftances of the com- 
mon wealth, to be able to lay before both their refpeflive communities, and the burgh- 
ers in general aflembly, an accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every law, pruclama- 
don^ or tax. The divifion of the burghej focieties, according to pariuies, has likewife 
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this farther advantage attending it, that family connexions do not eafily acquire a preju- 
dicial influence as they do in republics divided into corporations or private focieties. . If 
you will take the trouble to compare this conflitution with that of other commonwealths, 
many other advantages will immediately ftrike you. 

The council, in whofe hands the executive power is lodged, confids of thirty- fix per- 
fons, to wit, four burgomafters, four fyndics, twenty-four counfellors, and four fecreta- 
ries. Only the burgomafters and counfellors have votes. It eleXs its own members by 
lot. The power being direXed only towards the proper execution of tlie laws in being, 
is illimitcd, the natural confequence of which is, that both the courts of juftice and the 
police have a ftrength here which they have in few republics that are fo democratic. 
Nor is government taken in hand here as in other countries, by perlons who have no 
proper vocation to it. Three of the burgomafters, the counfellors, and all the fyndics 
and fecretaries, muft be graduated literati, who have given proofs of their learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfellors muft, confiftently with the nature of the common- 
wealth, be merchants. The pay of the counfellors is fufficient to reftrain the fpirit of 
innovation. Honour, virtue and ability^ are the moil likely foundations to fuccecd in 
being eleXed. When a counfellor abufes his power, he is obliged to leave the city. 
The number of counfellors is too fmtill for the pow'er of private families to be able to 
put a reftraint on the adminiftration of juftice and police. In a word, the legiflative 
power is as gentle and popular as it can be ; and the executive is, ^ it miiji be, monar- 
chically ftrong. Hamburgh is in truth the model of a well-regulated commonwealth. 
A mifapplication or wafte of the public treafure happens very feldom, and is almoft im- 
poflible, as the perfons who are charged with the adminiftration of it, are no members of 
the council, but on the contrary are watched over with the greateft attention by them 
and the general affembly, and are obliged to the greateft punXuality. They confift of 
ten perfons feleXed from the general affembly, and are chofen out of each parifli, one by 
vote and the other by lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies lays his office 
down, and his parifh fends another in his ftead. The reafon of the change is not as in 
other republics, that ail may have a fliare of the cake, but to free the deputies from a 
troublefome and laborious office. 

The income of the ftate is very large. It is made up partly from ftanding fources of 
income, and partly from occafional taxes granted by the community. Some taxes are 
voluntary, and the burghers have the right to put what they think their quota into the 
purfe which is fhut, and the deputies dare not Open in their prefence. Upon the whole 
the taxes are confiderable. In order not to let the mouth of the Elbe, on which the ex- 
iftence of the country depends, be choked up with fand, and for the maintenance of the 
fcveral harbours in it, they have been obliged to raife Ibme taxes, which in appearance 
are beyond their means.' The aggregate of them together makes about 3,000,000 
of marks, or 4,000,000 of livres, and is hardly fufficient for the purpofes required of 
them. 

The quick and conftant revolutions in the fortunes of every citizen fecurc this com- 
monwealth IHll more than its conflitution ^jrom the mifehiefs of oligarchy and family plots. 
They know nothing here of domineering or dangerous houfes, from which none of the 
republics of the prefent day are free. One fignof the g.->od government and wonderful 
adminiftration of this commonwealth i.s, that it is almoft tiic only imperial city that car- 
ries none of the fuits between its own tiicmbers before the tribunal of the empire. .At 
Vienna they mentioned to me feveral free imperial tdw«s who had rendered themfelves 
dependant on the Emperor, by carrying their private grievances before the Emperoi ’s 
court. In the beginning of this century Hamburgh itfelf was expofed to fome danger of 
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this kind, but in 1708 it was fupprefled by tlie benevolent offices of the imperial court, 
and the zeal of feveral patriots of the place, and fince that time the tranquillity of the 
country has met with no interruption. The bands of fociety are too fall bound for 
there to be any caufe of unealinefs about future events. 

The only real caufe of apprehenlion which this city has experienced of late years, has 
arifen from a mifunderftood religious zeal; but in our time religious zeal, if it light 
any fire, can only light up a fire of draw, which is very eafily put out again. In the in- 
flance before us, the imperial minifiers, fv.’hom the burgeffes have more than one caufe 
to refpeft) and the wifdom of the council united, took joint care that the fparks fliould 
be fmothered before they could break out into a flame. The cafe was this : Hamburg 
was blefled with an orthodox prieft, who let it want for nothing that couKl ftir up a 
flame. This, by conflant blowing, he had at length fo well fed, that the people were for 
proceeding to aftion to prevent the catholics from ferving God in the chapel belonging 
to the Imperial minilter ; but the police took care to prevent the mifehief, which has 
never fince broke out to any extent. There is indeed at the head of the prefent clergy, 
a man who would do our prefent philofophical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only futfers him becaufe they are fccure that his in- 
quiiitorial fpirit only hurts himfelf, and cannot have the lead bad effedl upon others. 
I’his gentleman, who is called Gofs, fome time fince gave fire in his pulpit againd the 
pope and all his adherents ; but this produced no other effect than his being compelled 
to make an apology to the imperial ininider. The cafe It feems was this : When this 
gentleman fird afeended his paper tribunal, the cudom dill prevailed at Hamburg of 
curfing the pope and all his adherents publicly in the prayer before fermon. The go- 
vernment wifely perceiving that this gave great fcandal in fuch times as thefe, ordered 
the court pried to omit this ceremony in future. The love, however, of curfing, had 
taken fuch firm poffeffion of the man, that he not only gave in a formal protedation 
againd this inroad of the fpiritual upon the temporal power; but the next funday, 
without waiting to fee what anfwcr his fuperiors would make, fired a double volley. 
Upon this, the council took the bed way of teaching the ill-mannered brute a better be- 
haviour, by punilhing him with the lofs of his fat benefice. Mynheer high pador had 
foon philofophy enough to fee that it was better for him not to curfe than to darve, and 
fo the pope and his date had judice done them in the date and high church of Ham. 
burgh. But though this man has been many times publicly and univerfally luffed fince 
this event, which took place twelve or fifteen years ago, and though he has been the jed 
of all the protedant part of Germany, and even of his own brethren at Hamburg, yet is 
not his holy head in the lead cooled. He raves as publicly againd the race of monks, 
as he does againd the pope. He is the declared enemy of all public amufements. The 
theatres are a particular eye-fore to him. This, as the better part of the public do no- 
thing but amufe themfelves with him, gave rife to a very humourous adventure. An 
Englifliman who happened to be at the play, w’as fo pleafed whh a piece which ho faw 
exhibited, that he afleed the gentleman; who fat next to him, the name of the author. 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dreyer, happening to be a wit, affured the Englifliinan 
that this very excellent and inteveding drama was written by Mr. Gofs, fird preacher in 
Hamburg. The Englifliman, full of impatience to be acquainted with fuch an extraor- 
dInary good poet, went the next day to make his bow to the reverend author, who, con- 
trary to his expeSation, received the compliment upon the fruit of his brain fo ill, that 
he fairly fliewed him the outfi 4 e.of his door. Dreyer, who had font the Briton on the 
errand, foon after met him in the dreet, where the Englifliman, without entering into 
the lead explanation, gave him fuch a box on the ear, as very nearly brought him to the 
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ground. Notwithftanding which, Mr. Dreyer has fmce that time played the anti-theitri- 
cal prieft feveral other tricks. 

I have talked to you thus long of this prieft, in order to convince you that the pro- 
teftant clergy are not as tolerant throughout Germany as they are in Pnvffia and Sax- 
ony. Notwithftanding this, the religion of the more fafttionable people who inhabit the 
lower parts of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as that of thofe who dwell higher up. 
l-he miftaken zeal againft public amufements is attended with this bad confequence here, 
that every other kind of pernicious excels reigns uncontrolled. Thuswhilft no theatre 
can fupport itfclf in a city which has ninety thoufand inhabitants, many thoufand guil- 
ders are every day loft at play during the hours in which it is ufual in other places to go 
to the play. 


LETTER LVII. 

Hamburg. 

SINCE my laft letter, my deareft brother, I have made an excurfion into the territo- 
ries of Denmark. As foon as I came into Holftein, which is ftill a part of Germany, 
1 was ftruck with the dificrence of living and manners, as well as the diverfity of agri- 
culture; but when I had got fome polls beyond the Eyder, which is the natural boun- 
dary between Germany and Denmark, 1 found a difl'erence betwdxt Germany and this 
country, which w'as as ftriking as atty betwixt Bavaria and Saxony. When people prail’e 
proteftants for their good fenle, and freedom from prejudices deftruftive of happinefs, 
they ought to make fotne limitations; as fhould proteftants alfo when, they pafs indif- 
criminate cenfures on the catholics, for their ftupidity, lazinefs and debauchery. 

The Danes are at leaft a century behind moft of the proteftant ftates of Germany, and 
in no refpefts better than the Bavarians or Portuguefe. They are the moft melancitoly, 
moft untradlable, and moft clowniflx people I have hitherto feen. Their debauchery, 
bigotry, and brutality diftinguilh them ib much from the greater part of the Germans, 
that it is only neceflary to be amongft them to be convinced of the inefficacy of religion 
alone to make men better, when other favourable circumflances do not concur. 'I'here 
arc, it is true, enlightened men amongft the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are as proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as the Spanilh priefts. I law fome of them who 
were likewife very like the Spanilh priefts in thcirexternal appearance. They wore their 
fpeftacles over the nofe, held up their heads, drew back the body, fpoke through the 
nofe and throat, and ftrutted juft like the priefts at Barcelona or SaragolTa. When 
they fit down to preach, they do it as if they were in labour with the falvation of man- 
kind. Ivifited one of them, who paflTes for a great botanift, though he knows nothing more 
than the medicinal plants of his own country. He was ftudying his fermon for the next 
Sunday. It was long a matter of doubt whether or no he would give me an audience. 
After having converfed for about half an hour upon the wind and weather, with his two 
daughters, the fillieft and.moft unformed creatures I had ever feen, who, out of real or 
affefled modefty, never trufted themfelves to look in my face, out came their bulky 
and yellow-coloured mother from theftudyof her lord and hulband, to affure me that 
he was extremely bufy about his Sunday’s difeourfe, which would however only take 
him up another hour, after which I fhould have the honour of fmoking a pipe of tobacco 
with him. I was for fome minutes in doubt whether I fhould accept of .this honour or 
not. It rather hurt my felf-love to think that I was deftined to ferve a clowniflx prieft; 
for the vehiculum tp his fmoking, and I would have gone away, but that 1 recollefted that 
had I been among the Hottentots, I flxould have been obliged to pay refpefl: to the cuf- 
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toms of the country. After waiting therefore fome tipne the penetrale was opened, and 
I beheld my hero, a Ihort fquare figure, the Trulliber of fcience, enthroned amidft a 
labyrinth of books, and encompaffed with clouds of fmoke which fcarce allowed me to 
view his vifage. In four or five minutes our converfation was at an end. . I tried him 
every way, but no tone I could take would bring a word out in return. At length, . 
after having obferved himfelf that fmoking rather fpoiled the converfatioUj he took his 
fermon in hand, and read me a period or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did not 
hear a word, as the fmoke of the tobacco puffed under my nofe, took away my refpira- 
tion, and obliged me to attend to felf-prefervation ; biit he was determined I mould not 
get off thus, and fo propofed to open what he called his treafure. This was a chefi: 
which contained all the fermons he had ever written, making in all eight or ten thick fev 
lio volumes. When he took out the firft a cold fwcat ran down my Ihoulders, which 
making him apprehenfive that he might kill his patient, he affured me he would read 
only the texts of the fermons from the tables of contents. I bore it for one table with 
great refignation ; but as he was taking down the fecond folio, took my hat and (lick 
and hurried to the door. In no proteftant country which I have yet feen, Holland itfelf 
not excepted, are the priefts held in fuch profound reverence by the people as they arc 
in Denmark. Pride and infolence in the minifters of a humble religion, is ever a fure 
mark of little knowledge and a bad government in the places where it is found. The 
temporal and fpiritual powers arc by nature fo jealous of each other, that there muff al- 
ways be indolence in the governors when the priefthood comes to have a certain degree 
of authority. Every body knows what an influence the Danilh priefts had in the fate of 
Struenfee. You obferve indeed, in every part of Denmark, notwithftanding many fo- 
reigners are fettled there, many marks of the overgrown power of the priefts. In fe- 
vcral places I foend prejudices conceived againfl: me, on account of my being a catholic, 
by people from whom one lliould have expe£led better things. At Horfciis, a young 
lady of one of the beft houfes, could not be perfuaded that the catholics were chriltians. 
They look upon us in the fame light as Jews and heathens. I do not believe that the 
King of Denmark, as abfolute as his power is, in other things, could make as great ad- 
vances to toleration, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the moft defpotic in the univerfe. This form of go- 
vernment ha% its advantages and difadvantages ; the fmallnefs of the country renders it 
eafy to govern thus j and on the other hand, this very cireumftance makes the people 
feel more fevercly the weaknefs and oppreffion of its governors. Denmadc is in truth 
the fmalleft of all the European powers. It contains hardly one million eight hundred 
thoufand inhabitants, Lapland, Greenland, and Iceland included ; and the Holftein- 
ers, who live in a part of Germany, hardly make the number two millions in all. The 
King of Denmark’s income does not amount to above 9,000,000 of Rhenifh florins, or 
20,000,000 of livres *, even with what arifes from the pafiage of the Sound, which the 
fea faring nations willingly pay. He cannot cope with the Eleftor of Saxony, and the 
Eledlor of Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without fubfidies, the King of Den- 
mark is unable to maintain an army of forty-iboufand men, and a fleet of twenty (hips 
of the line only for a few years. The taxes are very high, and fome of them are of a 
fort which arje met with in very few countries. Here a man muft pay for a licenfe to 
marry. Our government you know formerly raifed a tax on biitchelors j but the Da- 
nilh and French principles of government are very different. 
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The emptinefs of the treafury is the reafon why more proje£ls are entered into in 
Denmark than in any other country in the world ; but molt of them are only air bub- 
bles, which are in general blown away by the firft wind. The private intereft of the 
projedor is commonly at the bottom of them all, and the court wants not only the 
power, but the good will to encourage the projeds of good patriots. The King, who 
is the only king in modern hiftory who has diltinguifhed hiiul'elf by a public trial of his 
wife, is obliged to leave a great part of the government to his minider. His ftep-mo- 
ther, it is true, poflefles a great deal of court-craft ; but dill the ininiders and counfcl- 
lors have the mod influence. Amongd them, there are condantly cabals, intrigues, 
and revolutions, as you may Icam from the hiftory of Struenfee, particularly his apology, 
which will make every man who reads it exclaim — Beatus ilk qui procul. Another firlt 
minifter has been lately difmifled. 

St. Qermain was very ill treated in Copenhagen. The late King calleil him to his court, 
with a view of having his troops better difeiplined, at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the afi'airs of tlie north, or at leaft to make himfelf formidable. St. Ger- 
main was told that he would have the command of fifty or fixty thoufand men ; but 
when he c.ame, he found hardly any foldicrs except the guards. The reft confided 
partly of a wild undifeiplined militia, and partly of a number of hungary invalids. There 
was no cavalry at all. The good King, who had only feen his troops upon paper, and 
probably, as he was not born for a number of troops, had not fufficiently confidered them 
even there, could not eafily conceive how his great army fliould have mouldered away 
by St. Germain’s arrival. Some of the miniftry, who governed the paper troops, en- 
tertained hopes that St. Germain would play part of the game with them ; but he was 
not the man for their purpefe, for as foon as he found out that part of the fums deftined 
for the payment of the forces went into the purfes of the miniftry, commifl'arics, ad 
officers, he fet himfelf with his ufual determined fpirit to bring about a reformation. He, 
however, foon found out, that even if the abides could be corredfed, the hopes of hav- 
ing an army able to take part in the affairs of the north, muft continue a vain expedba- 
tion. Being fatisfied, therefore, that where there is nothing, there can be nothing to 
reform, he told the King, with his ufual freedom, that he faw nothing in which he could 
be of any ufe to his Majelly ; on the contrary, he was only a burthen, and in his opinion, 
it would be moll advifeable to fend him away again. 

I'lie minifters wore extremely happy to get rid of fo troublefome an infpector, and 
the more, becaufe they could not eafily have got rid of him by a court intrigue, becaufe 
the King loved him ; for court intrigues can do but little againft extraordinary talents, 
united with a true knowledge of human nature and courts, where specially, as the cafe 
was here, the fovereign is on the fide of juftice as often as be underftantls it. After 
fome trifling, and a great many ainder-hand tricks, the miniftry propofed to St. Ger- 
main to accept of a certain fum of money paid once for all, inftead of the promifed pen- 
lion. Nothing could be more agreeable to him than this, as he knew the unfteadinefs 
of the Danifli court. But he was unfortunate in the end, for having never paid any 
attention to his own private money matters, he thoughtlefsly contented himl'olf with a 
letter of credit of fifty or fixty thoufand thalers*, on a merchant at Hamburgh, whom, 
on his arrival in that city, he found had become a bankrupt, and was run away from 
the Gernian flatus and territory. St. Germain thought, to his laft hour, that the minif- 
tcr was an accomplice in the robbery. It is well known that he was maintained for a 
long time after by a collcftion made for him by the officers of our German troops, but 
of their own allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiftory of the Danifh minifters. 
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Struenfee, and every other man who had a grain of penetration, thought that the 
bed principles of government which the couit of Denmark could adopt, would be to 
make retrenchments of the fums expended on foreign affairs ; not to meddle with the 
difputes fubfifting betw'een the other German powers ; to limit its own elfablifhment to 
what would fufficc for the maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the police, and 
to employ all its ftrength in the cultivation of the wafte lands, and the promotion of in- 
dultry. This is indeed all that experience and patriotifm united can recommend ; for 
in the prefent circumflances of the two countries, Denmark has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had, a word from Rullia or Fruflia would fet every thing 
to rights there. But on the other fide of the country, the firft eleftor of Germany 
who (hall fet himfelf to oppofe an extenfion of the Danifli power would reduce the 
country to great difficulties. The lofs of a fingle magazine or treafury would put an 
end to their whole w’* apparatus • nay, even if moft of their operations did not depend 
upon foreign fubfidies, they would oi be able f ket the field long againft a middling 
German army. The militia of the coun*"}', whic’ the ftrength of : he army princi- 
pally confifls, is raw and unformed, and the Germai f-^rces, • .hich have been raifed ai. 
a great expence, would defert the inftant th?) fet fooi O”* of the '>ui.tr)' ; for they all 
deleft a climate in which, by rcafon^of the umvholeft .nenels the air, the bad and un- 
ufual food, and the little attention ihewn to their health, they are expofed to perifh like 
fo many fleas. Whenever I had occafion to tonverfe with Germans in the Danifli fer- 
vice, the tears ufed to run down their cheeks, when they recounted how they had been 
decoyed away by crimps, and deferibed the miferies of their prefent ftate. Indeed the 
inftances of the extraordinary means they have made ufe of to get out of the detefted 
country, are almoft incredible. Befides a^l '^his, there is a want of cavalry, which in 
the prefent time is fo ferviceable, and conftitutes a fourth part of the German armies. 
Innumerable fubfidies indeed would be r-'quired to put that of this country upon a rc- 
fpe£table footing. It canrot be raifed out of nothing in a minute, on the breaking out 
of a war ; and the maintenance of it in time of peace demands an expence which the 
refources of the ftate, with all the lubfides they can procure, are not equal to. The 
times are paft, in which wonders could be done with a handful of undifeiplined and dif- 
obedient troops, who were maintained at the coft of the enemy. The mode of war 
now in-uf’ requires preparation, and a provifion for fuch and fo many wants as would 
make the Danifli minifteris hair ftand an end, if an account of them were to be fet be- 
fore him. Suppofing the Danilh court to receive a I'ubfidy of even a million of thalers * 
per annum, which is more than the French or Fnglifli courts have ever given to the 
courts of Stockholm or Copenhagen, this would hardly be fufficient to enable it to keep 
the field one campaign with an army of 40,000 men, and it would be completely ruined 
by the lofs of a fingle battle. The Ihort campaign in the Bavarian war fome years ago, 
though no extraordinary ftrdke was ftruck in it, coft the court of Vienna feventy-two 
millions of Rhenilh guilders *, cxclufive of the fums expended on previous prepara- 
tions, which are always neceflary. The army was at leaft three hundred thoufand men 
Rrong. Calculate what the proportion will be for forty thoufand men— but what would 
forty thoufand men do, if, what however is impoffible, the court of Denmark alone 
was to carry on any operations for a length of time out of its owm territories ; The 
King of PruflTia would fwallow up this army in a moment, let him have ever fo much 
occupation ; for it is a maxim, ^t when a man is once engaged with great enemies, 
Ue will do well to add lefier ones to them, as a fingle ftroke may gt;t from thefe all that 
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is loll on the other fide. What became of the Swedifli army, whom French fubfidies 
led into Pomerania, in the laft Silefian war? And yet the King of Pruflia had at that, 
time to cope with moft of the principal powers in Europe. What became of the poor 
Saxons ? of the poor army of the empire ? And yet the Saxon and Imperial troops 
were better kept, and at Icaft as well fed, as the Danilli are likely to be. 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden, be compelled in any cafe to break the neutrality, nor 
is it neceffary for it, on that account, always to maintain itfclf in a refpedable fituation. 
For more reafons than one, it has nothing to apprehend from Sweden, and its pofition 
fecurcs it on every other fide. Indeed, could it render its power ever fo rcfpeftable, it 
has nothing to expcQ; at any time by taking part in an ofFenfive war, but a great deal 
to lofe ; whereas lie advantages it would derive from bellowing the funis walled in 
military preparations on tli improvement of the country, are confiderable. I have been 
thus particular on this point, in ,der to convince you and your friends, that our court 
added a new folly to the man, i'. has lately been guilty of, when for certain privy pur- 
pofes it gave fubfidiee to the nilh court. The money was in every refpc J thrown 
away. Half of it (luck -o : Ingcrs of tl. j ij3''ilh minifters am ^ .nmijTaries, anu the 
other half was vt"’ ill '' ent. Strong as all thefe re" Tons are againft the keeping up a 
great land army in D-mmarlc e- y day pi 'ixcS frelh ^ jjecio to encourage it. 'I'he 
vain ininider, whom Struenfe has fo weh depided in ..it ap ology, will not let the world 
forget that Denmark is a inriiarchv. H'’ gives lu. felf lirs of allonilhing confequencc. 
A few external marks of refpeft from the great courts, make nun believe that he is re- 
fpc6led, whereas he is in fad ihe jeil of them all. A fingle word from the Ruflian 
miniltcr brings the whole country to the Emprefs’s feet ; and Ihe has at leall twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at Vienna or at Berlin. It itill certainly 
be much more politic in Denmark to aim only at being a maritime power, which is 
more confillcnt with the nature the country, aud the fituation of the people. By 
purfuing this plan the Danes might, with fome aflillante, make themfelvcs formidable, 
or at leall proted their merchants in time of war. B the Danilli minillcr choofes to 
fliine both by fea and land. The navy accordingly cor.fiP:s of fifty Ibips, including 
thofe of fifty guns ; however, not above fix of thefc are in a conddion to pur „o fea 
under fix or eight weeks, though fmee the armed neutrality they have been making all 
forts of preparation to put to fea. Many Ihips have been repaired withiu thefe fix or 
eight years, and others are no longer in a reparable Hate. 

The facility with which adventurers of the firft clafs contrive to make their way into 
the Danifii councils, and even into the minillry, is no very favourable fymptom of the 
wifdora of this court. There is a proverb at Hamburgh, that when a man is fit for 
nothing elle, he is fit for a Danilh privy councellor, and may make his fortune by pro- 
jeds at Copenhagen. Under fuch circumllances much patriotifm is not to be expeded^ 
Upon the whole, the Danilli government is a vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwiihftand- 
ing all its great apparent fpyce, is the weakell of all governments, when the head is not 
very found and llrong. The minilters ride on the councellors, the councellors on the 
fecretaries, the fecretaries on their clerks, and the wives of all thefe on their lovers. It 
fometimes happens too, that the miniller is governed by the coimfeilor, the counfellor 
by the clerk, and fo on ; all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the quiet and hap- 
pinefs of the country depends upon the throwing the handkerchief to this or that wo- 
man. It is no wonder, that in a court like this many cataflrophes happen fimilar to, 
that which took place, ten years ago. Prince Frederick, the King’s brother-in-law, pro- 
mifes the country fome hopes of better days. He feems to be more difpofed to do 
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uliat is right, than to govern by fadion or intrigue, Ilis influence is however hitherto 
very limited. 

On my return out of Lapland, I came hither by Lubeck, That place, which for- 
merly played fo great a part in the league of the Hantz cities, has fcarce half the im- 
portance of Hamburgh in point either of population, riches, or trade. The Danifii 
iiiinifter fets his whole force againlt this place, as he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. 
At liUbeck, liowever, his principal operations are confined for the prefent, for though 
he makes the poor (own feel what he would do by every petty injury in his power, he 
dares not hitheito come to open holiilities, as il; is prote£fed by the Emperor 'and the 
flatts of the empire. He is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a kind of 
blockade. The bond of union betwixt the German imperial towns operates much more 
forcibly with regal'd to foreign powers, than is commonly imagined ; and the article in 
the Emperor’s coronation oath, not to allow of any diminution of the empire, is main* 
tained in its full force under Jofeph the Second. It is indeed this article which compels 
our court to treat the fmall princes its neighbours who border on Germany with much 
more attention and refpcfl than it fhews tow'ards the other fovercign Hates in its neigh- 
bourhood, It would not dare, for inflance, to aft towards the imperial ftate of Spires, 
as it has lately done towards Geneva, where it is interpofed with fuch great effeft, after 
having formally renounced the mediation, and having hardly any bond of union with 
ihe city. 


LETTER LVni. 

Hanover^ 

ALL the country, dear brother, which lays to the north and north-w'efl; of this, and is 
watered by the Elbe and the Embs, is partly fand, and partly mud and morafs. In- 
deed the mud which is thrown up by the fea and rivers, is looked upon here as a para- 
difaical earth, as it affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilfl: the higher countries ai'e 
nothing but fand. Here, my dear brother, a man perceives, for the firft time, the 
bleflings of a mountainous country. Through the whole road, from Hamburg to Emb- 
den, and from thence through a great part of Weftphalia to this place, I did not fee a 
lingle hill, a Angle laughing landfcape, fliady foreft, beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of 
the things which can give a fillip to life. In Weftphalia I faw large heaths which were 
Hill more barren than thofe of Jutland. The whole country has been fubjeft to revo- 
lutions. It is a bottom of fand, which the rivers from the higher p^rts of Germany 
have formed, and to which they are conHantly adding. In fome parts the fea adds a 
quantity of mud, and in others entirely demoliflres the barriers oppofed to it, fo that the 
inhabitants have conHantly to contend with the water and frogs. The rivers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles under water. The inundations of 
the Wefer are particularly terrible. When they happen, the cities and villages arc as 
it Were in the mid ft of a fea, and feem to form fo many iflajids. The confequences of 
this are agues, colds, and fevers, which would commit vaft ravages amongft the poor 
people, were k not that cuftom renders them hardy, and that they are in a habit of 
warming their infides well with brandy. To a ftrangcr, however, the country muft be 
extremely unwholefome in winter and fpring. The inhabitants are all through of the 
•fnail order, yellow fldnncd, foft flelhed, and full of wrinkles. Their fmall round figures 
very Hriking when you compare them to the tall long Germans of the fouthern 
parts. You hardly ever fee rofy cheeks among the men of the cciuntry, and but very 
i'eldoiu among the women. They live here as in Denmark, failor-Iike, upon flicll-fifli, 
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(which they render very palatable) fifli, fruits, and brandy, of which laft the wives of 
the common people take large bumpers. Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetables 
which the other Germans, particularly the Suabians and inhabitants about the Rhine, 
are fo fond of, they know nothing. The people are ftupid, naturally melancholy, and 
generally fpeaking dirty; they are not, however, particularly in the Hanoverian coun- 
try, fo ferocious and ill-natured as the Danes. Many of the fiirmers here are very rich. 
The facility with which they difpofe of their crops, the great fertility of their marflies, 
their filheries, the great extent of land they poflefs amongll the heaths, (which may 
always be ufed for paftures) and the government, w’hich is ever very gentle, lecure them 
advantages which the inhabitants of many countries in which nature has poured out all 
her abundance, do not enjoy. In many parts of Wcllphalia 1 faw no linall villages, 
but the whole country belonged to fomc great landlords, whofe eftates reached many 
miles in circumference. There are, however, likewife feme very fmall fanners. Thole 
particularly who dwell on this fide the VVefer, about Bremen and Delmenhorft, appear 
in general not to be in very good circum fiances. In many places they have their cattle 
in their houfes ; and I have been twice forced to reft upon a draw bed amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident that is fure to happen to a knight-errant of my com- 
plexion, as foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. In the fmall villages there are 
jio inns, and a man is forced to put up with the fmall farmers, who have nothing to let 
before him but brandy or potatoes, or fome faked bacon, and brown bread made of 
bran. 1 cannot conceive how our troops did to exift in this country during the laft 
Silefian war. 

Bremen is a very rich city, containing about five and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
It drives a very large trade for iron, flax, hemp, and linen, with France, England, 
Spain and Portugal, and in return takes back other provilions, with which it fupplies 
Wellphalia and the countries about Hanover. It alfo gets a great deal by its fi/heries ; 
the trade for blubber with the fouth of Germany is very confiderable. Stiff’ and fullen 
as the inhabitants of the country are in general, you meet with fome very fociable and 
converfable people amongft them. 

Embden is by no means fo fine a place as Bremen. The King of Pruflia has taken 
an evcrlafting diflike to the inhabitants of this city, who, to fay the truth, when taken in 
the lump, are not a very amiable people. They are very remarkable for their lazinefs 
and infenlibility. It was a great while before the good endeavours of the King to turn 
this people to commerce and fhip-building were attended with any fuccefs. The Ealt 
India Company, which he had eftablilhed at a great expence in this ci y, was ruined 
within a few years of its ereftion, and certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city alFefted, rendered all the King’s other efforts for a time ineflTeflual. At 
length the aftivity and wifdom of the government, attended with fome fortunate cir- 
cumftances, got the better of the impediments to that extenfion of commerce for which 
the city is particularly well fituated. The herring filhery, which the King took every 
ftep in his power to encourage, brings in large fums of money every year. The Ame- 
rican war aflifted the King’s defigns very much, and the trade of the place now begins 
to be very flourilhing. Embden imports many Weflphalian linens to the fouth coun- 
tries, and provides a part of Weftphalia with fpices and wines. They have alfo a con- 
fiderable trade in cheefe. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmenhorft, whicli the King of Denmark, at the 
defire of the Ruffian court, exchanged for a part of Holftein, with a prince of Gottorp, 
now make a very good principality, which contains feventy-five thoufand people, and 
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j'ield:> ovcry year about four hundred thoufand Rhenilh guilders *. It is from all thefe 
countries, but particularly front Fricfland, that they procure the ftrong fine coach-horfes 
who trot fo proudly over the pavement of many Italian cities, and are fometimes, though 
fcldomer, met with in France. The court of Peterfburgh buys up feveral of thefe 
liorfcs to mount its heavy cavalry, who look very formidable on this terrible cattle. 
The Dutch cuirafliers arc fupplted from Holftein, and in truth the horfes of that country 
are preferable to ihoic of Fridland and Oldenburg for this fervicc, as with the fame 
lircngth they connctl more alacrity and life. 

Hanover, confider it in what light you will, is a very fine city. The number of its 
inhabitants is about twenty thoufand. There are very good focicties here, to which the 
.officers contribute not a little. I'he nobility is as poliihed and refined in its manners 
as that of any other German city. The country, which hereabouts begins to be more 
elevated, is not quite fo ugly as the deeper country round the Wefer. Prince Frede- 
rick, the King’s lecond fon, refides here at prefent, and makes a particular circle of the 
inhabitants very happy. He is bifliop of Ofnaburg, which principality produces him, 
yearly, a revenue of one hundred and eighty thoufand Rhcnifh florins. Having come 
to this very early in life, and his indulgent father having given up to him, when he 
comes of age, all the province of the bifhopric, without any deduction whatever, he 
will have an income of three millions of florins, or three hundred thoufand pounds. 
They wifh and hope here, that in procefs of time he will be declared governor of his 
father’s polTeflions in this country, and refide conftantly. His great income will make 
this a confiderable advantage to the city in point of intereft, and his wonderful educa- 
tion gives the whole country hopes of a wife and gentle adminiftration. 

Though fomc parts of the electorate of Hanover are very fertile, yet, upon the 
whole, it is the moll mifcrable part of all Germany. It is about feven hundred Ger- 
man miles in circumference, but hardly contains feven hundred thoufand inhabitants ; 
nay, fome think this is going too far, for though they have numbered one hundred thou- 
fand houfes, our commiffaries in the laft war, who numbered the people, could not make 
more of them than five hundred thoufand fouls in all the Hanoverian dominions. But put 
them at feven hundred thoufand, ftill you will find no other country of the like extent in 
all Germany, which does not contain more than one thoufand fouls for every fquare mile. 
The difference betwixt Hanover and Suabia, Saxony, Auftria, Bohemia, and the other 
parts of Germany, is Hill more confiderable j for each of thefe Hates has two thoufand five 
hundred fouls for every fquare mile, and fome of them much more. The caufe of the flen- 
der population is almoft entirely owing to nature. The country abounds in fand-heaths, 
which it is almoH impoffible to cultivate. AlmoH the whole country between Hamburgh 
and this place is a*deep fand. The difference in point of riches is Hill more confiderable. 
The whole revenues of Hanover amount only to four hundred and eighty thoufand 
guilders ; of which the mines in the Harts alone contribute one hundred thoufand. 
The country belonging to the EleCtor of Saxony, ^hich is very little larger, brings in 
nearly as much again. 

The government of this country is gentle. The great offices of Hate are held by 
aftive and enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here of extorting money from the 
poor. Little of the money of this country goes to London ; but almoft the whole is 
fpent in the improvement of the country. The army, which confumes thegreateft part 
of it, is large, and confifts of twenty thoufand men. They are the beft fed of all the 
German troops, but are not near fo well difciplined as either the Pruflian or Auftrian 
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armies. This, however, is the foftcft of all the German governments, and there is a 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a ftrong contrail to what you meet with in other 
parts of the country, t had hardfy been three days here when I made an excurfion to 
Brunfwick. Germany has few princes of whom it has fo much right to bo proud, as 
of this. It was with a kind of enthufiafm that 1 looked upon one of the firll heroes of 
Germany, though he had become Inch at our expcuce. The reigning Duke is one of 
the firll generals of the PruHIan army. IIo is a confuinni.Ke ftatc iman, r.nd the favou- 
rite of the King of Prullia. 1 need only mention Prince Ferdiiiand to you, to convince 
you how glad I mull have been to fee him. lie is only known to you as a terrible 
enemy ; but his good heart, his extended underltanding, his active zeal for the interell 
of mankind as far as his fphere reaches, and his affability towards every man, would 
foon make you forget that he was your enemy, if you knew him better. 

Brunfwick is tlie rendezvous of the German frec-inafons, at the head of whom the 
Prince is. Moll of the protcicant princes in Germany are members of this numerous 
order. It is not long fince the fyllem of the German lodges has been fixed, and that 
they have acquired a kind of confillcncy. Germany in general is much indebted to 
this order, as it is certainly owing to mafonry that many of its princes have become 
much more afl'able and gentle in their manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illullrious houfe fought in the lall Sileiian war, for the honour 
and freedom of Germany. The youngeft of them, only feventeen years of age, died 
covered with wounds, under a heap of Huflfars, who had been the witneffes of his va- 
lour, and whom he comforted to his latell breath. Probably you may not know that 
this is the elder branch of the Houfe of Brunfwick, and that the King of Great Britain 
defeends from a younger fon. Brunfwick is a very handfoine city. It carries on a 
very thriving trade, and has a great number of mamifaflures. The number of inhabi- 
tants, amongll whom you meet with exceeding good company, confills of at leall twenty- 
four thoufand. The whole income of the prefent duke is ellimated at one million three 
hundred thoufand Rheniih florins, or one hundred and thirty thoufand founds. 

LETTER LIX. 

Caffel, 

THAT ideal beauty, my deareft brother, which dances before the eyes of our artifts, 
though it fo often vanilhes under their pencils, was certainly never taken from Ger- 
many. All the human figures you meet with between this place and the Northern and 
Eaftern Seas, are fo far from pofleffing it, that there are no lines of it to be difeovered 
ainongft them. 

You would in vain look for a girl’s body refembling the Grecian model. There are, it 
is true, faces enough with very foft ftrokes in them, but they all want the Greek profile 
aiid fpirit. Nor has thqfine white flefh the firmnefs infeparable from a truly fine form. 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Wefer, you fee indeed fome fnowy bofoms, and 
feme lily and rofy checks, but they foon vanifli when the girls have once pafied their 
bloom, and the whole is fo flat and lifelefs, that you cannot give it the name of a fine 
form. Even amongfl the Saxons, the fairefl creatures under the fun who are not Gre- 
cians, you feldom meet with a face which has any appearance of ideal beauty ; and yet 
thefe are in the north, what the women of Florence are in the fouth, and far exceed all 
their country-woiyen in life and fpirit. 

The men of the north are equally deftitute of ideal beauty. Winckelman, himfelf, 
thinks that better models for the fludy of male beauty are to be met with in Naples and 
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Sicily, than amongli his countrymen the Saxons, though they are, wiihotit any coin- 
pariloii, the handlomeft of the iiorihern nations. 

It is well known that no German will attempt to vie with the inhabitants of the 
fouthern coutnrics in p(jint of beauty ; but when you tell a (ierman that tlic inhabitants 
of the fouth are llronger and more durably built than thofe of the north, they look 
upon this as a gnat paradox — and yet (Ircngth is the principal point of matdy beauty. 
Have you ever leeii a Sicilian wrcflle wi^li an Hanoverian or Wellphalian? 1 confider 
wreitling as the greatefi: proof of ftrength. 1 a lib believe that you would not find in all 
the north a porter like the Gcnoefe or Neapolitan carrier, that is, a man able to carry 
four hundred pounds weight for a confidcrable way. Nor do I think that if both were 
put into the lame circumllances, as much could be done with German troops as with 
Spanilh ones. We are not now to conlider that in the prefent days the latter are io 
much excelled in difeipline ; for in Chark*s the I'ifth’s time they were both alike. But 
the German troops in Spain and Italy ferved only once; and lew of the armies wliich 
the emperors carried int i Italy with them ever came home. On the contrary, the Spa- 
niards under Charles the Fiftli fought many LiUiles with great reputation on the Riiine, 
as well as in Holland, the climate of which is lb diiierent lioiii their own ; they lliewed 
more valour, and bore more fatigues than the inhabitants themfelves, wiio mult have 
been fubdued had it not been that they were aliilled by external circuinllaiices, and that 
the Prince of Orange’s fpirit did more than all the Mynheers put together. 

The national pride of the Germans has led them to give themfelves a pro-t ininence 
over the fouthern nations, which hiftory, nature and appearances equally give the lye 
to. They imagine that underllanding, courage, adivity, ftrength, and liberty, are the 
natui*al appendages of their thick and foggy air; and that the fouth is the natural habi- 
tation of ftupidity, indolence, cowardice, and tyranny. On tlie contrary, conhejer w hat 
is depofed by hijiory^ appearances^ and nature. Hijiory us that light is come into 

the world from the fouth ; appearances teach us that tlie Spaniards and Italians are much 
more frugal in eating and drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments of love, than 
the Germans, amongft whom we include the Danes, the Swedes, the Ruffians, and the 
Poles : and nature teaches us that bodily and mental beauty arc commonly to be found 
where the great creator of the bodies of men has appointed the linelt forms and tlie 
greateft ftrength. Let us examine this polition a little more fully : compare the undcr- 
Itandings of men, as they arc more and more removed from the happy air of Greece, 
Afia Minor, and Italy, till you come to the North Pole, and you will find that nature 
does not fuffer the inhabitants of the coaft of Barbary, the Arabs, the people of the coaft 
of Guinea, and the Abyflinians, to fink into the fame degree of indolence and cowardice 
as the Greenlanders, theSamoyedes, and the Laplanders. WMiat allonifliing proofs do 
the negroes give us of bodily ftrength, courage, and coolnefs of intrepidity ; a fure figu 
that the warm and genial air of the fouth, raifes human nature, and that the bitter and 
cold blafts of the north deprels it. 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefent the inhabitants of the north excel thofe 
of the fouth. 1 allow it ; but it proves nothing more than that religion, manners, and. 
government have more influence over men than climate. But thefe very manner^, 
cuftoms, and arts of government, which in the prefent century give the north fuch an 
advantage over the fouth, came originally from the fouth. What are our republics 
more than copies of the Greek and Roman ? Crippled as our legiflatioii is, in coni- 
parifon of thofe of Carthage, Kgypt, Rome, and Athens, it is only ^hat w'e have been 
able to gather out of the ruins of thofe ftates. Have the Pruffian taftics any thing bet- 
ter in them than the Macedonian phalanx was ? Can any one be lurprifed that the 
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people who dwelt near the Elbe arid Wefer, (hould have overcome Varus, when we fee 
that the North Americans, by nature the moll; cowardly, and at the breaking out of the 
war the mod undifciplined people upon earth, are able, by the advantages of their woods, 
rivers, pools, and the extent of their uncultivated country, to oppofe all the force Great 
Biitaiii can bring againd them ? And yet the climate ot North America is not 
fo adverfe to the Englilh, as that of the Ibuth of Germany mull have been to the Ro- 
mans ; nor was Germany at that time nearly fowoll cultivated as North America now 
is ? Let a man conceive Varus’s army on the river St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake 
of the Illinois, and the upper regions of the Miihfllppi, and dill he will have no true 
idea of their (ituation in Germany. They were far from pofl'elling the facilities of pro- 
viding for the exigencies of war, which they would have had in North America. Ger- 
many was at that time an uninterrupted w'ood j its rivers w^ere not confined within a 
daiiding bed, but in feveral places formed imincnfe morafles, too many and too vifible 
marks of which dill remain. 

'i’he inhabitants of Germany, who afterwards fubdued the fouth, were no doubt in- 
debted for this advantage to the wars which the Romans had before waged againd them, 
jud as the Turks and Nortli yVmcricans have become good foldiers by their wars with the 
Ruilians and Ikiloiis. What think you if any body liad told the Scipios that fome time 
or other the conquerors of Rome fliould come out of tiu; llercinian foreds ? would they 
have attributed any thing to the climate ? No, they w'oiiKl have anfwered that the man- 
ners, conditution, and armies of Rome mud fird be changed ; and that was the cafe. 

Bur what became of thefe northern conquerors when the luxury of the inhabitants of 
the fouth had fubdued their natures, and made them vad'als to them ? Were they not 
like the over-flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a long frod, and lay wade 
the fields far and near with ice and fand ? All the conquerors of tlie fouth, enlightened 
and ere£lcd ; whereas all the conquerors of the north, darkened and pulled davn ? This 
w'as the cafe both before and after the Roman mra. 'I'he Babylonians and Egyptians, 
fiippofiiig (he accounts of the expeditions of the latter to bo true, were benevolent con- 
querors like the Creeks and Macedonians. But what were the Scythians ? 'I'he Arabs 
ipread arf.s, feiences, and humanity, wherever they extended their power. But what dark- 
nefs enfued when the northern 'l urks had extended the bounds of their empire ? It is 
a drikir3g indance of the bodily wcaknefs of the northern nations, that they always be- 
come enervated as foonas they have been Ibmctime in the fouth, which they never could 
cope with long; whereas no hillory informs us of the climate of the north ever having 
been fatal to the drength and adivity of the Romans, ilow did Ccciar’s troops Ii dIJ 
out in Gaul, Britany, and Holland ? How did the Romans behave under the Empci ors 
on the Rhine, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of th;T'dl)o and Wefer ? Yon tell us 
it is the climate which prevents the northern people from being hardy in the f nth. But 
were the Romans effeminate when their forefathers eat oattnoa! pap ? Were the Spar- 
tans or Macedonians efl’ominate ? 'I'he generality of the Spaniards and Italians of tiiis 
day, are by no means a weak people. It is not therefore the climate alone win h makes 
the difference. It is rather the weak nervous fydem of the northern nations which ren- 
ders them unable to bear the contrad of the hot days and cold nig'ns, wliicii braces un 
the drong-built natives ; nor can they fupport the change made in their way of life, 'i'he 
great bodies of the Dutch, Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of flefli and hones, ilje 
former of which is dilgudingly flabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, as well 
as the darker Spawards, are more finewy, and more mufcular, which is the true cha- 
rafler of bodily drength. Nor are the minds of the northern nations lefs weak than 
their bodies. A proof of it is, their never having been able to edablifh Uiling empires 



RIESBECK’s travels through GERMANY. 


230 

in their fouthem conquefls. 'I’heir kingdoms were a bare accident of fortune, and they 
never had felicity of genius enough to form plans or knit the focial band. How dif- 
ferently did the nations of the fouth, prrticularly the Romans, manage their conquefts ? 
juft as if they were Hill a frefli people, and had known nothing of fciences or arts ! 

In general niiture difplays far different vigour, a far more magnificent fpirit of crea- 
tion in the fouth, than what flie does in the northern provinces. What riches, and 
variety, and Ifrengih, is in the vegetable kingdoms of the fouth ? The flirub which fur- 
nilhes the balfam of Mecca, and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca illands, fltamc 
the uiifruitfulncfs of the e arth near the poles ; and the vigour of nature feems evidently 
to docreafo in proportion as we recede from the equator. Our favoury fntits have all 
come to us from the foiiih ; and the better tafted and more fpirited they are, the lels 
able are they to hear the north. The nobler fruits, juft like the generous wines, which 
glnddea and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take root in the north. In the fante 
manner in the mineral kingdom, nature (hews herfelf more venerable in the fouth, than 
llie does in the north. — And in the animal world ! How very different are the hearts of 
the fouth to thofe of the north ! Why then fhould not nature, which weaves every thing 
elfe more ftrongly in a warm climate, alfo weave man more ftrongly there ? It is true, 
indeed, that underftanding and morals are no exclufive property of any ftrip of land. 
They depend on laws, cuftoms, education, and government ; which may, and often 
do render the artificial man fuperior to the natural one. But the natural underftand- 
ing awakes fooner from its deep in a warm country, than it does in a cold one. Under 
a warm fun abftraft ideas are much quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer here ; 
and the underftanding depends on the quicknefs of the. fenfes. Imagination, which Is 
fo conneded wdth all the operations of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Iceland. 
The firft force of the imprellions made by the fenfes, gives the powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the fouthern countries, which is the true charader of genius, and which the 
inhabitants of the north cannot reach by any cold abftradions which they may arrive at, 
from their manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor are the fine moral feelings fo in- 
depen'dant of the fine fenfual ones, as fomc philofophers, who know little of human na- 
ture, are willing to imagine. The Germans, who charge the French, Italians, and all 
the fouthern nations, with indolence, flavery, and debafement of mind, forget that the 
Siberians aiid Kamtfbhatdales, amidft their almoft eternal ices and fnows, are, accord- 
ing to the accounts of all travellers, the moft cowardly, tnoft fenfual, moft debafed, and 
moft enflaved people upon earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo thoroughly ftifled 
in Italy as it is in feveral northern countries, which appear the feat of defpotifm ; nay, 
the governments of France and Spain themfelves, are not ft) defpotic as many Germans 
plcale themfelves in believing them to be. The clear and dry air of the fouth elevates 
the ft ul juft as it gives tone to the nerves. All the perfons who have breathed a fine 
weftern air in the mountains, fpeak of feelings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is as different from that of the north, as the air of the 
Swifs Alps is different from that of the plains. As a proof of this, the hedic Englifh go 
to Nifmes, Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their fliattered conftitutions. 

But it is true, after all, that the inhabitants of the Elbe and Wefer, though thus aban- 
doned by nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapolitans as much in flrength of mind, as 
they arc outdone by them in bodily ftrength and beauty. It is true ; and what then ? 
The liberal citizen of the world admires the omnipotence of government, which is able 
to raife menfo far above their natural fituation, or to fink them fo deep below it ; but 
he does not therefore allow himfelf to contrad illiberal prejudices againft any nation. 
He congratulates the northern nations upon their having made themfelves what they 
are, apd rejoices that they are every day becoming greater and greater j but he does not 
* .forget 



RIESBECK*S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 23 1 

forget that the people of the fouth were fooRer great, and that the arts of cultivation, 
and light of all kinds came from them. 

You will eafily perceive, from the nature of thefe fpeculatioris, that they were made 
in the pofl-waggon. My company confifted of a fwine of an Oldenburgh dealer in 
horfes, a clodpole Bremen broker, and a pretty female piece of flelh, mere dead flelh, 
lying before me on the ftraw. There was not a word fpoke all the way from Gottin- 
gen here ; fo that if the dulcis ct aha quks had not been now and then interrupted by 
coughing, Ihcczing, belching, and the like, I lliould not have known that 1 had company 
with me. 

At Gottingen I vifited feveral profefibrs, to whom I cannot refufe my utmofl: venera- 
tion, but who were all fo convinced of the cultivation of Germany, and fo fore fet againlt 
us Soiuhlandcrs, that I did not know how to reconcile it with their knowledge of man- 
kind. All thefe gentlemen fpoke to me of the political and literary fituation of their 
own country with a veneration which often bordered on the ridiculous. This arifes 
partly from national pride, partly from partiality to their own country, and partly from 
true rank Charlalanifnu 'fhefe gentlemen look upon our government as the quintef- 
fence of defpotifin, our academics as hofpitals for fools, our foldiers as women, and our 
writers, to whom however, as appears from their writings, they are fb much indebted, 
as petit maitres. In a word, they confider the fouth as the kingdom of darknefs and 
tyranny, and allow more fenfe and knowledge of things, to the Danes, Swedes, and 
Ruffians, than to the molt refpeftable people in the fouth. It was this abfurdity which 
gave rife to my fpeculaiions in the pofl waggon, which were however much interrupted 
by ftrong jolts. Amongft other perfons I vifited here was Profeflbr Schloffer, whom I 
found unjufl towards us, out of mere party motives. Poffibly there are few hiftorians 
in the world who know fo many hiftorical faffs as this gentleman does. I found a moft 
unexpeflcd and extraordinary fund of knowledge of modern hiftory about him. He 
poffcflcsan infinite number of living languages. His humour, which is fomewhat too 
Iharp and fatyrical, does not always make him amiable as a private man, but often pro- 
duces very good effecls as a writer. What he is moft diilinguiffied by is his journal. 
It is publifhed under the name of Political Letters, and is one of the moft generally 
fpread about in Germany, and other neighbouring countries, though Mr. Linguet iias 
thought proper to call it pcuconmu It is not like the Englilh, Dutch, and French jour- 
nals, which confift moftly of declamation, and reflefHons, which are commonly founded 
t)n falfc fads and falfe reafoning. SchloC'er’s journal contains for the moft part only re- 
cords, to which he fometimes adds Ihort notes, always interefting, and fometimes very 
fevere, but for the colleclion of which future hiftorians will be obliged to him. Falfe 
fads fometimes flip in, but thefe arc generally redified in the courfe of .lime ; and upon 
the whole, there is no work from which a man may gather the prelent ftate of politics, 
particularly ihofeof one part of Germany, fp well as from this. It contains numerous 
lifts of the population and income of many German Hates, and allb of their agriculture 
and induliry. As Mr. ScViloffer is particularly bent on hunting down the follies and ful- 
tanlfm of German princes, together with abfurdities, barbarity, and monkilin, he is not 
wanting in interefting anecdotes, which often give occafion to ftill more interefting ex- 
planations. 'I'his journal may indeed be confidcred as one of the fufeft bars againlt the 
tyranny of the IclTer princes of Germany : And it is certainly knov/n tliatit has produced 
great clFeds in feveral courts. Perfons of the firft rank, and often princes themlelve^ 
fend the author papers. The plan of this journal is as advantageous to the editor as it is 
to the public. It fupports itfelf by the contributions of ftrangers, and is not odious by 
any felfifli or party remarks of the editors j all works of knowledge are acceflibic to the 

i author, 
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anli't r, and the leflcr princes who have any fliamc left are compelled to Hand in fear of 
tile f'r ni;; cenfor who [>ublicly expoi'es their ftiame. Mr. Schlolfer makes ufe of all the 
freec'o n wliich the place of his refidence allows him ; and he often gives very interelU 
ing accounts of other countries befides Germany in his journal. The reputation of the 
work cnoreafes every day more and more, and he may be affured that he will foon be 
univarfally read in liis native country. In my opinion, a fingle number of this work has 
more merit than all I.inguet’s Annals put together, at leaft it contains more truth. 'J'his 
journal marks the learned character of the Germans extremely well. In the German 
hiiliirians and poliiiciatis there appears no marks of the acute obfervatlon, the piercing 
rnuifcture, and the elegant portraitures of men and manners, which diftinguilh the 
EiiglHh hilloriisns and politicians. Every thing with them is mtide up of dry matter of 
fact, which tlicy endeavour to ellablilh fo as to fet it above the power of attack. The 
genuine lover of truth, who loves it lor itfelf, and docs not defire a particle of wit to be 
ipent in its fupport, had rather read a dry lift of population in Sclilofl'er’s letters, than 
ail the pompous declamations of the Englifli travellers and politicians, who are often 
brought to ihame by a few cyphers they read in this book. In every part of literature 
the Germans diliinguilh thcmi'elves from other nations in the fame way. 

Gottingen is a pretty little city, containing about eighty thoufand fouls ; the terri- 
tory about it is pleafanter, and produces more than that or any other part of Hanover 
I have feen. It fubfills entirely by the univerfity, which is one of the beft I have feen. 
'J’herc arc Ruffian, Danifli, Swedifli, and Engliffi *, as well as German lludents in it. 
The (Indents here are about eight hundred, and tlie profelTars, including the dancing 
aitd fencing mailers, are about fixty. 

The King of Great Britain fparcs no expence to bring thefe higher fort of fchools 
into repute. The library, which is kept up at his expence, and is always encreafing, 
is as numerous as it is well difpofed. The pliyfical apparatus, aflronomical inftruments, 
the colledion of natural hiftory, the chirurgical inllruments, the botanical garden, 
every thing, in a word, befpeaks royal care. 

The way, in the Proteflant univerfities, of going through all the fciences in half-yearly 
courfes, which difplcafed Mr. Pilati fo much, has my full approbation. Though it may 
be calculated for the advantage of the pockets of the profeffors, the fcholars lole nothing 
by it. No fciences are ihoroughly learned at any univerfity. All that can be done, and 
that is done, is to give the lludent the elements of them, to let him have a notion of 
the parts of the building, and fhew him the eafiefl way of coming at it. It depends 
upon him afterwards to travel the whole of the road. If the young man lays his founda- 
tion right, the half-year’s courfe is as profitable to him as it is to the mafter. It fpares 
his time and money. When a young man comes here, they commonly lay a Programma 
before him, in which all the arts are difpofed according to their natural order, and like- 
wife according to their connexion with each other. In confequence of this it happens 
not imfrequently, that a ttudent attends fix or feven courfes in a day. What then ? 
you will tell me he will only be confined by the variety of knowledge. 1 believe not. 
The generality of young men will not be at the pains of digging deep for themfeb'es. 
Le£lures make a deeper impreffion on the mind than the filent meditation of a clofet, 
Wc mud likewife confider that the profeiTors are able to give the marrow and refuit of 
the whole. 

ft 

^ The }£ng1ifh havci I am Informcdt been lately almoft baniAied; at leaft the profeftbrs do not deftre 
company of young men fo totally loft to what ought to be the glory of. y(Aing men, as they for the 
moft part are. 


Ido 
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1 do not approve of the lectures being paid for by the ftudents. It is true, that it tei'.ds 
to keep up the fpirit and emulation of the profcflbrs; but their independence of the 
iludcnts, were it otherwife, would in my opinion be attended with m\ich more bene- 
ficial confequences. All that can leffen the reverence of the fcholar towards the mafler 
ought to be avoided with the greateft caution. 'I’he ftudents are, it is true, for the molt 
part, well educated young men ; but Hill they are too young to know how to efteem a 
man of merit according to his real abilities. Too much reverence for him that teaches 
feldom does any harm to him that is to be taught. In fhort, cabals, confpiracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men fometimes condefeend for the fake of a 
few guilders, but which lelfcn them in the eyes of the ftudents, arc the confequence of 
this part of the plan. 

When Mr. Pilati fays that the Germans treat all the fcicnccs only in a compendious 
way, he (hews himfclf quite ignorant of the method adopted by the public profeflbrs, at 
lealt by thofe of this place. Almoft every profeflbr conipofes a plan of his ledturcs, 
which ferves his hearers for a fyllabus of what they are to be taught. You cannot pro- 
perly call this a compend of fciencc, in the fenfe you affix to this name, when you give 
it to Bofl'uet’s Introduftion to Univerfal Hiftory. It is neither more nor lefs than an 
account of the method which every man for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching his feho- 
lars a fcience. Another object, -with thofe who make the moft of their indultry, is to 
lend or fell this manufeript for a few louis d’ors. It is true indeed, that fome have taken 
fo much pains with thefe fyllabufcs, that they may pafs for compendia ; but it does not 
follow from thence that the literati of Germany, who are not, it muft be remembered, 
all protsftants, treat all the fciencescompendioufly. Some of thefe fyllabufes, which 
have gone beyond their original defign, and are become compendia, are mafter-pieces 
of more value than feveral works in folio ; and, taken in general, are an evident fign 
that the univerfity of Gottingen pofteftes feveral moft valuable men. Upon the whole, 
the thorough freedom of opinion which is eftablifhed here, the abfence of the notions 
and abfurd fyftems which keep other univerfities in bondage, together with an enlight- 
ened and gentle adminiftration, fecure advantages to thefe fchools which are hardly to 
be found in any other. 

Caftel is not only a very handfome, but in fome refpefts a magnificent city. It con- 
tains about thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of the cities of Germany 
which, as well as feveral others, the Hugunots have caufed to fiourilh at our expence. 
They have eftabliihed feveral confiderable manufa^ures in it, one amongft others of 
hats, which are not at all inferior to thofe made at Lyons in finenefs and ftrength, and 
are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjefts of the landgrave, I have been affured, is three hundred 
and thirty thoufand. His income amounts to two millions two hundred and twenty 
thoufand Rhcnifli florins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds). Add to 
this, the country of Hanau, which contains one hundred thoufand men, and brings in 
fomething above five hundred thoufand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds ; ftill the pof- 
felfions of this houfe are not fo good as thofe of a Duchy of Wirtemberg. 

I his country is the moft military of all Germany. The peafants are not only always 
difciplined, but always ready to march any where through the wide world. The fend- 
ing the Heffian troops to North America, cannot be confidered as a hardfhip in itfelf, 
confidering the intimate connexion of this country with Great Britain; but the connec- 
tion itfelf is a very ^unprofitable one for this country. The Englifh fubfidies can never 
make amends for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto brought on both prince and peo- 
ple. The country was ftripped of all its young men after the laft Silefiah war, and 
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fcarccly had it begun to bloom again when they were fent to Americat At lead twenty 
thoufand Helfians, of whom one half will never come home, are gone to that part of 
the world. The country has therefore loft a fixth of its moll ufeful inhabitants," by the 
tea-burning bufincfo at Bofton. The taxes are very confiderable, as you will lee if you 
compare the population and taxes of this country with thofe of the Dutchy of Wirte'u- 
berg, whom nature has put in pf'lTeflion of far greater advantages than (he has done the 
Hellians. Though the landgrave has remitted his fubjofls a part of the taxes for as 
long a time as the war fliall laft, they defert in great numbers, and go into Hungary, 
Poland, and Turkey 

I’he military conftitution of this country has, on feveral occafions, been as ufeful to 
the German empire in general, as it has been prejudicial to the people ihemfclvcs. So 
•early as the reformation, theHeflians contributed exceedingly towards maintaining the 
freedom of the empire ; and the Silefian war would not have ended nearly fo well for 
England, or the King of Pruffia,if fixteenor eighteen thoufand brave Hellians had not 
flood the brunt of our troops. 


LETTER LX. 

Wurtzivtrg. 

YOU will fee, if you take up a map of Germany, that I have been true to my pru- 
mife ; and that I have gone through the holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length-ways, 
through wood and through thicket, by dale and by vale — in a word, like a true knight 
errant. 

The Hellians, my dear brother, take them in general, are deformed to a degree. The 
women are the uglieft creatures I have everfeen. Their drefs is horrid. Moll of them 
are clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo high, that you can fee no flmpe— -only 
the ugly thick leg as high as the knee, is moft confpicuous. The men in fome degree 
make up in ftrength what is wanting in beauty. Upon the whole, though not a large, 
they are a flout flrong- built people. Here and there you fee a giant like figure' j but 
they all have large bodies and feet. Moft of them arc white ; and their hair is crifp. 
Their way of living is favage. Their belt food is potatoes and brandy j which laft they 
give even to rheir children. 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. The whole trad! of country from 
CalTel to the borders of Franconia, is rough and wiki. The people are like the country, 
which abounds in woods and hills. 

The prefent Prince of Fulda is a man of tafte, who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the Popilh hierarchy. He calls the Pope his 
brother. He is, without doubt, the ricbeft abbot in the Catholic world. The number 
of his fubjefts, whom he governs with great gentlencfs, and extremely well, amounts to 
feven hundred thoufand ; and he has an income of three hundred thoufand Rhenilh 
guilders *. He has founded feveral ufeful eflablilhments for educations, and allows his 
ecclefiattics a freedom in fpeaking and writing, which diftinguifhes them from thofe of 
the other parts of Germany. During my abode at Vienna, it was there looked upon as 
a very heroic degree of courage in fome profane literati, to declare that the council was 
above the Pope. At Fulda 1 read thefe, and much more bold things, in works which are 
at leaft of twelve years ftanding. The palace of Fulda is a very pretty building j andl 
met with much better company here than 1 expeded. 
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Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine city. It is fituated in a large plain, very 
fruitful in vines, and watered by the Maine. I'he Prince’s palace is one of the fiiiclt 
buildings I have hitherto fcen in Germany. 1 here obtains amongfl; the inhabitants, 
who are fixteen thoufand in number, an alacrity, a love for the pleafures of the fenfes, 
and a freedom of intercourfc between the two fexes, which you do not find in any 
proteftaut city of the fame fize ; and which befpeaks the great allluence and eafe of 
the country very ftrongly. 

I was ftruck here, as in P’ulda, with the tolerant fpirit and knowledge of the prieft- 
hood, who are far beyond their bretliren of Aultria and Bavaria. As ihefe qualities 
are commonly united to good manners and good converfation, the ton of literati, into 
whofe fociety I fell on my firft arrival here, did not furprife me. I faw in fhort that 
fome favourable exceptions to the general character are to be met with in the catho- 
lic parts of Germany, as well as unfavourable pnes in the proteftant parts. It mull: 
be owned that the former are far lefs common than the other.-r— Not that you are to 
think the fun in his meridian even here. I was fpetiking yelterday to a pried about 
the execution of the witches, with which this government has been fo often and fo 
jultly reproached. At fird he appeared as if he did not underdand me. At length 
he told me, with a confidential air, that the mod intelligent perfons were not fatif- 
ficd with the grounds of trial, as feveral learned divines had determined, that the wo- 
man who had been burned for a witch, might have been obfajj'a as well as cinumjejfa^ 
by the devil. I do not know whether you enter into the fenie of this nice didintUon. 

It is as much as to fay, that the devil was not abfolutcly in the circumference of her 
body ; but that Satan, in order to play her into the hands of judice, made the miracles 
I'eem to come from her belly, and blinded the fpedators at her cod. I was adonilhecl 
at hearing this exprellion from a man who pofieffes fo much knowledge in his own fei- 
ence ; but he was not one of the great wits of the place : and after all, if this theo- 
logical didindion Ihould in future lave a witch from the dake, on the ground, that it 
is impoflible to didinguilli whether Ihe be obfejja or circumceff'ay the nonfenfe will have 
had its ufe. 

The prefent governor is a yery intelligent man. He underdands both men and 
things, and is one of the few German bilhops who have only their own merit to thank 
for their good fortune and promotion. He is of an old but not very rich family, of 
the name of Van Erthal ; and is brother to the Eledor of Mentz. His knowledge 
and adivity recommended him to the imperial court, who gave him the confpicuous 
place of imperial commiflary at the diet of Ratifbon ; there he didinguilhed himfelf fo 
much, that the imperial court gave him this bifhopric in commendam. 

Wurtzburg alone is one of the riched bilhoprics in the country ; the diocefe con- 
tains about one hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and the revenue is eight 
hundred thoufand Rhenifh florins, or eighty thoufand pounds ; but befides this, the 
bifliop holds the bilhopric of Bamberg, which is one of the fatted benefices of the em- 
pire, and brings in about'fevcn hundred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand pounds. 
Both thefe countries are in fome of the bed land in Germany. I'hey abound 
plentifully in the neceflaries of life. Wurtzburg gains a great deal by its wanes, which 
are carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the Stein wine to me very much. I 
taded it, but found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. It is very full of tartar, 
and raifes third. 

Agriculture feems to-be well underdood in this country ; but in their manufafturbs 
they are a great Way behind, not only the northern parts of Germany, but their 
neighbours the Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very fine damalks j with 
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■which, as veil as the plainer linens, they drive a good trade. The Wuttzburghers 
have no employment equally profitable. Befides this, as in winter time the Fuldan» 
employ themfelves in fpinning and weaving, they are infinitely better off in their wild 
country, than the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. The Bifhop, indeed, of the 
laft place has a fine manufaffure of looking-glaflls and china ; but tliey are the only 
good manuFafturcs of the place. The prefent Bifhop gives himfelf a great deal of 
trouble to inl'pire his I'ubjefts with a tafte for the arts. #*#**##* 
In order to give this letter its proper length, previous to ray fealing it, I made an 
excurfion into Franconia, which is the leaft of all the circles. But the game I have 
taken in this chafe is lb very little, as to be hardly worth the poflage you will have to 
pay for it, 

• Bamberg is a pretty, large, handfomc, lively city, containing near twenty thoufand 
inhabitants. What is moft remarkable in it is the gardening, which in n® part of 
Oermany is fo flourifhing as it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry on a confi- 
derable trade as far as Holland, with fmall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number of 
liquorice roots, onions which are looked upon as the beft in Germany, and other 
things. They alfo fupply the neighbourhood round with pot-herbs, very good apples, 
and cauliflowers. Their good ftrong beer is likewife carried as far as the Rhine. The 
common people here believe that there is no liquorice any where elfe in the world, 
and that this was planted here and given to this city as an exclufive poffelfion for ever, 
by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried in the cathedral, with her hufband Henry the 
Second. As I am upon the miracles of this holy pair, I cannot forbear communicating 
to you another anecdote cencemin'g them,- which I have learned here ; and I do it the 
more willingly, becaufe holy legends are the only things worth mentioning from hence. 
Poffibly it may be known to you that Henry the Second, the founder of this bifhopric, 
was, notwithflanding his fandfity, extremely jealous of this Cunigunda ; fo that in con- 
formity to the cuftoms of the times, he determined to have the ordeal proof of her 
chaflity. After fhe had walked over the red hot plough-fhares unhurt, he of courfe 
embraced his fpoufe, and begged her pardon for the fufpicions he had entertained. It 
happened that forae time before, vicing with each other in affedtion towards this foun- 
dation, they had had two new bells put up in the cathedral. After the ordeal proof 
was over, they ufed to walk together every day in the court about the cathedral at the 
time of chiming the bells. Henry’s confort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her’s, that in order to give her a proof of his hearty 
confidence and love, the Emperor took a golden ring from his finger, and threw it up 
into the air, when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden the found j which continues 
dull to this day. This piece of gallantry is almoff too fine for the tenth and eleventh 
centuries ; but the old cathedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg would furnilh each of 
them a numerous, and not a very uninterefling colleftion of tales of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abundance of fuch tales is a fure proof that 
the people are idle, and have not a fufficient number of ufefuf employments to take up 
their thoughts and converfations. Pfalm-finging, to which the common people 
amongft the reformed have recourfe whenever they are tired, has not, it is true, that 
colouring of imagination which marks the amufements of the Catholics in Germany ; 
but it is more adapted to the notions of the common people, and gives them no falfe 
and dangerous opinions. I cannot here pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtz- 
burp. 1 was affured, that even to this day, from eleven to twelve at night, the watch 
cannot be fet in a certain ftreet, on account of a very dangerous mala walking through 
it at this time, who carries his body under his right arm. 
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Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, the people of the bifhoprics of Wurtz- 
feurg and Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. This does not arife fo much 
from a negled of agriculture, as from a want of frugality. It is however impolfible 
that agriculture fliould employ all the people of fo populous a country. It is no doubt 
owing to both education and cuftom, that we fee fo many beggars in a country where 
nature has Ihewn herfelf fo liberal. The government of the fpiritual princes in Ger- 
many, which I have hitherto feen, is much more gentle than thofe of moll of the tem- 
poral princes ; and the abufe call upon them, is upon the whole very unjuft. It re- 
quires many ages to make a diflipated and luxurious people frugal and indullrious. 
The relaxed manners of the Roman Catholics in Germany are in a great meafurc 
owing to the falfe notions inculcated into them by their teachers. Schlofler tells us 
in his journal, that a Roman Catholic prieft was accufed of herefy by one bilhop and 
two univerfities, for teaching “ that felf-love was the principle of all human actions ; 
that a negleft of the earthly advantages which time and opportunity offer to men, was 
a philofophical fin ; and that it was unlawful to do another a kindnefs, by which we 
might confiderably fuffer ourfelves.” Thefe excelfive notions of liberality and con- 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons why the Roman Catholic Germans in 
general are, as Mr. Pilati has obferved, better hearted than the Proteftant ones. The 
number of beggars are themfelves a proof of it ; for if they did not find fo many 
givers, they would foon learn to work. It would, however, be much better if there 
were no beggars, and the people were made a little more frugal. For the fame reafon it is 
that you find many more charitable foundations of all forts amongft the Catholics than 
amongft the Proteftants, though the former are fo poor. The Julius Hofpital, at 
Wurtzburg, is richer than all the foundations of the fort in the King of Pruffia’s 
dominions put together ; but all thefe foundations are a new encouragement to 
luxury. 

The mendicant orders of friars find their account in their doftrines of free gifts, 
and contempt of the things of this world, (which they themfelves carefully gather ;) 
and they arc alfo the principal defenders of them. Exclufive of the maffes for fouls, 
which, taken altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the Catholic fecular prielts do 
not get much by the liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtzburg and Bamberg are looked upon as the 
beft in Germany. In good years each is worth 3500 guilders * ; but you feldoin 
meet with a prieft who has no more than one of them. Several of them have 
four or five prebends in as many cathedrals, and receive from 8 to i o or 1 2,000 guild- 
ers per year. The prelates of thofe foundations receive from 20 to 30,000 florins a 
year. The whole trouble of a German canon confifts in his being obliged to refidcnce 
in his cathedral for a month in the year. No other qualification is required of him but 
to be able to read Latin, and prove himfelf defeended from a good family on the mo- 
ther’s fide. 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, there is this proberb, that prebends make 
themfelves.” In general you fee them hovering round the ladies. 

I am aflured that every canon of Wurtzburg, at his firft entry into the chapter, re- 
ceives a ftroke with a fwitch from each of his colleagues. This extraordinary inaugu- 
ration is contrived with a view of preventing any prince, who of courfe cannot fubmit 
to fuch a ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. 


* About 350I. 
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Nurenberg is an ugly town, which grows every day more deferted. At the end of 
the fifteenth century this town contained above fifty thoufand male inhabitants, who 
were not above one-fourth of the whole ; whereas the whole population now hardly 
amounts to a fixth part of the number. In the courfe of the lait years eleven hundred 
men have died every year. Many hundred houfes ftand quite empty, and the others 
are tenanted only by fingle families. The inhabitants arc dill a very induftrious people; 
and it is a very pretty fight to fee the little children employed in making the vaiious 
toys, for the nianufaQure of which this place is fo diftinguilhed in Europe. 

I am furprifed to find fo many German writers laughing at thefe productions of the 
Nurenberghers, and making a proverb of their induftry. Is not the great exportation 
of thefe commodities a fufficient juftification of the mode in which thefe people employ 
•their time? But thefe reproaches are the more unjuft bccaufe Nurenberg has long 
produced artifts who vie with the beft Englifli ones, in making mathematical and phy- 
fical inftruments. You meet no where, out of England, with fuch good manufactures 
in fteel, iron, and copper, as you do here. Will any man then fay he has a right to 
blame thefe people, becaufe, amidft their more important bufinefs, they find ufeful and 
profitable employments for their wives and children ? Nurenberg is far fuperior to 
Augfburg in the arts. 

The great caufe of the ruin of this town is the ariftocracy. I could not have be- 
lieved, had not refpeClable citizens of Nurenberg told it me, the ill treatment which 
they receive from twenty or thirty families, in whofe hands the government is. From 
time to time every citizen muft have an inventory of his elFeCts taken, and I do not know 
for what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them to the regency. Exclulive of the 
evil of thefe numberlefs gifts, it is extremely bad policy in a commercial ftate, to compel 
the merchant to inform every one of the profit of his trade. Thefe patricians have like- 
wife a number of families in their intereft, amongll whom they divide the employments 
of the ftate, which are very confidcrable. All this renders it not furprifing to find that 
the rich citizens leave the city, and endeavour to emancipate themfelves by taking re- 
fuge in the Auftrian or Pruflian territories. 

The morals of the Nurenbergers are better and purer than thofe of any other Ger- 
man city. The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a ftop to fornication. I do 
not exaggerate, but relate a real faft when I aflure you, that the young men of the 
city underwent a phyfical vifitation by fome of the members of the magiftracy attended 
by phyficians. There is a very charaCleriftical print of this bufinefs, in which the de- 
puties are reprefented in their bufinefs with their fpeftacles upon their nofes. 

Nurenberg has a more confiderable territory belonging to it than any other imperial 
city. The number of its fubjeCls in the country is eftimated at four hundred thoufand. 
Thefe the regency does not govern in fo arbitrary a manner as it does the inhabitants of 
the city ; or if it does, this does not prevent the country from being very well culti- 
vated, though there is a great deal of fand about it. I have not beheld prettier vil- 
lages any where than there is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree of opulence 
in the farmers, who, as well as the town’s people, remain faithful to their old drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, exhibit, in point of induftry, a ftrong 
contrail to the induftry of the biflioprics of Wurtzburg and Bamberg. Nature has 
not nearly been fo liberal to them ; and yet the inhabitants of thofe countries, though 
loaded with much greater taxes, are in much better circumftances than thofe of the 
foimer. The cities of Erlan, Anfpach, Schwaback, and fome others, have fome very 
good manufadures. Taeprefent Margrave, vho is the laft branch'^of a houfe, whicn 
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promifes no new ones, is a very clever and amiable man. The well known Mademoi- 

fcllf N is his companion ; a proof, at leaft, of his good tafte. His income amounts 

to fixteen hundred thoufand Rhenifii florins, or one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 
His peai'ants are fomewhat difconiented with him for having fold their children to the 
Engliih. There were, indeed, great difeontents amongft the troops that were to go to 
iVnurica ; but the margrave was not affected by them. He feems determined to rmtks 
as much of that country as he can, upon the principle that after his dcatii it is to fall into 
other hands. 

I'he remainder of Franconia is compofed of a number of fmall principalities. The 
people here in general fuffer very great oppreflion. Thofe are particularly iniferable 
whofe mailers relide in the great courts ; for, by this means, they are not only deprived 
of the fpending of great fums amongft them, but are lubjeded to the tyranny of defpotic 
fervants, who are always worfe than the inalters, and choofe to have their fhare of the 
plunder. The ienens of a well known dutchy in Franconia, hardly keeps his place 
more than feven or eight years, in which fhort time he commonly faves enough to be 
no longer a fcrvarit. I his will, no doubt, make you think of the fervants of theEr.-r. 
lilh Kalt-Iiidia comppny, who hare called nabobs at their return ; which they, literally 
fpeaking, are, at the ( xp' Jice of the Indians. It is thanks to {landing armies that the 
people of this country arc as quiet as they are under tbeir nabobs. In the famous re- 
bellion which broke out in 1425, and has been fo well deferibed by Gothe, in his Gofs 
of Berlichingen, they treated the princes, dukes, and other great perfons, in a very 
flrange manner. A number of thefc ruffians having made themlelves maflers of feme 
caflles bolo.igingto the marquifles of Hohenlo, put collars round their necks, and cried 
out uiider their nol'e, “ Now are we maflers of Hohenloe, and ye are nothing ?” It was 
very impolitic in the imperial cities of Franconia, Suabia, and the circles of the Rhine, 
to be acceffary at that time in fubduing the peafants. At prefent the oppreflion of the 
prince falls as heavily upon them as it docs on their own fubjeds; a thing they might 
have forefeen, as tiiefe princes were already fo powerful, by means of their Handing 
armies, that the falvation of the cities would have been to make a common caufe with 
the peafants againit them, as without the afliftance then afforded by thefe cities,. the in- 
furgents would not have been fubdued j for the now fo weak cities of Halle, Bopfln- 
gen, Dunckelfpuhl, Nordlingen, &c. were at that time more formidable to the rebellious 
peafants, than the greateft princes ; but they have now no longer any fuch fortunate 
opportunity to expert. 


LETTER LXI. 

Franefort. 

1 CAME hither through the SpelTart, which is the thickeft foreft I have met with in 
the common road. In the fpace of twenty-feven miles, I faw only a Angle village and 
an hunting box. The reft was almoft intirely wood and hill. Notwithftanding all this, 
the road is a very wonderful one j and the Eledor of Mentz, to whom the greateft part 
of the country belongs, keeps it very clear from robbers. For twenty years part there 
have hardly been two inltances of any J>erfon having been attacked in thefe frightful 
fnrefts ; and at prefent they are fo fecure, that you may travel through them in the 
night without any apprehenfions. At Afehaffenburg, a pretty German town, there are 
always thirty huflars, who travel through the Speflart at itated times, in order to pre- 
vent the polfibility of an accident. If all the princes of Germany were to make ufe of 
their forces tor thefe purpofes, there would be no caufe to complain of them military 
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cftabliflitnents, or the tyrannical manner in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty and falubrity of its lituation, encouraged me to make an excurfion as far as Af- 
chaffenburg. At fome diftance north and eaftward, you fee the Speffart, which forms 
a half circle round this city, and protefts it from the high winds. The country about 
this city is uncommonly fruitful. It is famous for producing a great number of apple- 
trees, with the fruit of which they make a cyder, which only a connoilTcur can diilin- 
guifh from true wine. It is often exported to the north as a Rhenifh. I tailed fome of 
it that was feven years old ; it had a great deal of fire, but cofts twenty-four creutzors 
the bottle, a price for which you may have very good wine. 

The government encourages the people to make as much as poffible of the advantage 
of their fituation. They have planted mulberry-trees, and have made fome very good 
experiments on filk-worms. On the banks of the Maine, near the city, there is a fine 
alley, which runs through a very extended plain. You meet here with a curious me- 
morial of the fixteenth century. An old German knight, as big as the life, and armed 
at all points, is kneeling before a crucifix, at the bottom of which he has depofited his 
helmet. The whole has the appearance of an immenfe pyramid, of which the crofs 
forms the head, and the knight and his appurtenances the lower parts. The work is 
extremely good, and altogether exhibits a very ftriking appearance to the beholder. 

-Franefort is a fine large city. There is no town in Germany which has larger or 
more magnificent inns than thofe of this place. JOxcepting Hamburgh, this is the only 
imperial city which keeps up all its prilline fplendour. Whilft Nurenberg, Auglburg, 
and feveral others about it, are going to decay, it continues to thrive and to improve. 
The outfides of the houfes are very fplendid, and the ftyle of the architefture Ihews that 
the inhabitants know how to lay out their money with tafte. There are about thirty 
inhabitants in the place who are worth a million of livres } and you may name above 
thirty Calviniftic houfes, who have thirty thoufand guilders. The number of very rich 
Gatholics and Lutherans, is not Icfs : fo that in all there may be about two hundred 
houfes who have incomes of one hundred thoufand guilders *, and above. There is a 
high appearance of affluence throughout. The furniture of their houfes, their gardens, 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every thing, in Ihort, befpeaks a (late above the 
ordinary citizen, and which approaches the extreme of magnificence. 

The trade of Franefort is extremely hurtful to Germany. According to the accounts 
given me by a very underflanding merchant of this place, the exports of German com- 
modities by this channel hardly amount to a tenth of the imports from France, Holland, 
Italy, and other countries. The former confift of iron and other rough or worked 
metals, (which are exported moftly into France and Holland) of wine, linen, and other 
infignificant articles. The latter, on the contrary, are made up of all kinds of fpices, 
female ornaments, handkerchiefs, filks, and in (hort, all the expenfive articles of luxury 
fumiihed by Italy, France, and Holland. In a word., Franefort is the great canal by 
which the gold of the empire runs out. The lofs which this place brings on the coun- 
tries about the upper paits of the Rhine, Danube, and Maine, may be judged of by the 
value of the louis-d’ors. As all the payment of this place to France and Holland, mull 
be made in this coin, they are commonly worth twelve creutzer more here than in the 
other parts of Germany, the country about the Lower Rhine only excepted, which 
drives the fame kind of unpatriotic trade. The older people of this place, as well as in 
Bavaria, Franconia, and Suabia, remember the times, when, after the operations of 
J.ewis XIV. our louis and crown pieces were the coin the moil cpmmonly to be met 
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vith in the country. But now they are very feldom found in tlio onlinnry courfo of 
trade. Very few of them were recoined, as the mint cannot cope with the high agio 
given by the merchants in the courfs of exchange. I'iiey are, however, font in heaps 
to Holland, and twenty creutzer for every louis-d’or is jiaid above the markot price. 

There arc foine woollen, carpet, and cotton niatiufadures here, and in the country 
rousul. Thcfe belong in part to the merchants of the jtlacc, but arc mofl of them only 
rented by them, and a great j)art of the woollen manufaclures of lianau, arc fold by 
third hands here. Upon the whole, the entire trade of this place is a mere Jcwilh bu(i- 
ncls, which employs very few hands profitably, and is in a great meafui’e fnpported by 
the internal confumption. The greatell merchants of this place are n /t alham ed of being 
brokers ; and a great number of traders, with revenues of from forty to fitly or fixty 
thoufand guilders, do only commillion bufiiiefs ; w’lerea?, if tiiey had more aclivity, 
and the true fpirit of indullry, they might make ule oiTheir money to more advantage 
in mamifacUires. 

The fituation of the place fecuros it the perpetual enjoyment of the advantages which 
have made it fo rich. It lies in the midff of the bell part of Germany, in a country, 
the natural wealth of which is favouralile to luxury, and which is broken into fo many 
fmall Hates, that there is no caufe to fear the prohibition of foreign wares. It has not, 
like Dantzick, which carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now nearly ruined by 
Pruflia and Poland, powerful and enlightened neighbours to cope with, wdio are atten- 
tive to lofe no advantages tliat may be procured to their own fubjects. 

Franefort contains thirty-four thoufand inhabitants, including the ftrani^ers conftantly 
refident. Thofe who come for the fair are generally eftiraated at fome thoufands. 
Amongfi thefc, there were at laft fpring fair fifty princes. As the way to the principal 
high roads of Germany lies through this place, all the perfons of confequence wlio go 
to the baths and watering places, commonly take Franefort in their way to them. This 
occafions a concourfe of good company } and the apparatus of the fair, together with 
the liberty of living which prevails at thcfe times, form together an interefting fpedaclc. 
The German nobility come herefrom many caufes, fuch as payments and Tales of many 
kinds to make, the neighbourhood of powerful courts, and various other reafons. 

1 lie govenun ill, which was formerly very rigid, has now fomewhat relaxed, and 
endeavours to make the flay of ftrangers as agreeable to them as can be. During the 
fair, there are play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, public, dancing.booths, 
and women of the town in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood called Bora- 
heim, is famous all over Germany for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, who are generally here in great numbers, 
are but ill treated. As Franefort is one of the few imperial cities who have freed them- 
felves from the tyranny of the excife fyftcm, the magillrates, who have loft confidcrably 
by lofmg it, endeavour to make themfelves amends by making ftrangers feel the weight 
of their privileges. For-inltancc, the innkeepers will not allow a ftranger to take up 
his quarters at a private houfe, even though he eats at his innT The little jealoufy in- 
cident to Imaller Hates, but which you would not expeft to meet with in a city fo con- 
fpicuous as this is for its Ion, fometimes alfo plays ftrangers fciirvv tricks. A few years 
fince, two niiftreffes of a German prince, with large revenues, fettled here, and fpent 
large fums of money. After a lime they were banifhed the city by the magiftrates, under 
pretence that they led diflipated and idle lives ; but tltetrue reafon was, that the ladies 
of the place, who could not afl'prd to fpend as much money as they did, grew jealous of 
them. 
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The ever increafing luxury of (he Germans, particularly of tlK)fe who inhabit the 
countries round this place, the habit the German noblcffb arc* under of coming hither to 
malcc a figure, the increafing care of the magilfrate tq procure Grangers every kind of 
plcafiire, the admirable roads which lead hitlier from every part of Germany, and the 
excellent inns, are tlic reafons why this fair is of late years more and more frequented. 
It is now vifited by French and Englifh, who meet here with every article of luxury 
they can delirc. 

In general the inhabitants of this place arc rather flifl' in their carriage. There is, 
however, Ibme excellent company to be met with amongd them. Amongfl the patri- 
cians there are leveral very refpedfable per Ions of good nobility who have no (hare in 
the magillracy. 

Franefort has ever fupplied, and flill continues to fupply Germany with fomc of its 
fird-rate literati ; and you meet here with well informed men in every branch of the 
arts and fcicnces. The only thing which Hands in the way of liberty of thought, atid 
refinement of manners, and alfo alTefts trade and induflry confiderably, is the inquili- 
lorial Hate of the Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal church. The reformed, 
who, in proportion of their numbers, arc uiihcut a doubt the richell part of the inhabi- 
tants, have not yet been able, with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of worlliipping 
God publicly ; tliough the Catholics, whofe religion differs mucii more than theirs, from 
that of the cffabliHied church, have more chapels than any other feCf, and the Jews have 
a public and very confiderable fynagoguc. 

The number of Jews fettled here is about fix thoufand. There are feme who are 
worth a million, and vie with the Chrilllans in every articles of expencc. Their induff ry 
is not to be conceived. They are pimps, language-mailers, fcncing-maffers, dancing- 
mafters, writing and arithmetic maffers, and their daughters are at the fcrvicc of the 
uncirenmeifed. Thofe who go into their Hreets, are in danger of being prelfed to death 
by them. They fall upon Hrangers by dozens, and compel them to buy their wares. 
It is very difficult for a man to difintangle himfelf from them without the help of a gooil 
Hick ; and they call to Hrangers from the dillancc of three or four hundred paces. 1 h.; 
houfes of their well-encompaiTed Hreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabitants. In 
feven of them, which hardly occupied a fpace of fifty yards, and were burned down fomc 
years fince, there were twelve hundred perfons. C3n the other hand, there is often only 
one family in the houfes belonging to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible afilu- 
cncc, for houl'e-rent is dearer in thefe Hreets, than in any part of London, Paris, or any 
other great city, There is a law which forbids the Jews to live any where out of their 
ffrects ; but the magiHratc winks at the breaking of it, and only renews it from time 
to time to cxujrt money from lliofe w'ho choole to live elfcvvhere. 

The celebrated colleges here arc a wonderful inHitution. Thefe confiff of alTocia- 
tions of people of the fame rank, w ho affemble on a certain day. 'I'here are colleges of 
nobility, of artiHs cf all kinds, of bookfellers, of do£lors of Jaw and phyfic ; and, in 
fliort, of all orders. It is not diflicult for a ftrangcr to be introduced to thefe, and the 
advantage he derives by it, of being acquainted in an hour with the nioft reputable peo- 
ple of his own rank, is incredible. 

The government of this city is of a mixed kind, and very intricate. Theconteft be- 
tween the arillocracy and democracy is warmer here than in any other city in Germany. 
Hardly a year palfes but the burghers begin a new law-fuit w'ith the council, or the 
council with the burghers. The confcquence is, that as law-fuitsr carried before the 
imperial court are of very long duration, the law-fuits of the city of Franefort againll 
itfelf, already amount to fome dozens. I have it from good authority, that the ftate 
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lias laicf out 30,000 rix-dollars, in the laft twenty years, annually, in oxpenccs for law- 
f'.iits carried on betwixt its own citizens. And as the I’pirit of pettyfogging and litigiouf- 
nefs is no where higher than it is here, Franefort is likcwife engaged in perpetual dif- 
putes with the? Princes, Dukes, and Marquifics round it, much to the advantage of the 
lawyers of Vienna and Wefslar. 'J’he cofts of ihcle, during the above-mentioned pe- 
riod, have amounted to 20,000 rix-dollars annually ; fo lltat when we come to call up 
flatc cxpcnces, we may lay this fingle article at 50,000 rix-dollars. 'i'he annual revenue 
of the flatc is about 600,000 guilders, or 30,000!., which are inollly raifed from the 
cxcife and cuhoms. The contributions of the burghers, which are a kind of tax, are 
very numerous. 'I'liey are laid on according to the true principles of a cotnmcrcial com- 
monwealth. They are divided into two portions, viz. the large tax of 50 guilders, and 
the Analler, of 25 guilders per annum. Every burgher has the liberty of paying to 
llu* large or fmall fund, and confequently taxes himfelf. If I miftakc not, an income 
<d 30,000 guilders lubjeds a man to pay the higher tax ; but the inagillracy of this place 
lias not, like thole of Nurenberg, the right, fo contrary to the true fpirit of trade, of 
taking an inventory of the circumflances of a merchant. This leaves the merchants at 
liberty to value their eftates over or under the line of limitation ; and it is evidently the 
inicrcA of every merchant to pafs for a man of an cAatc of more than 30,000 guilders, 
and contribute to the large tax. — Thcclafs of inhabitants to which all the reformed, and 
likcwife a large part of the Catholics belong, have greater taxes to pay. 'I'lie latter 
may, by favour of the magiftracy, arrive at the rights of burgeffes, but not take part 
in the government. The former are entirely excluded from the power of becoming 
burgellcs. 


LETTER LXII. 

Mentz. 

THE country between this place and Franefort, particularly that in the neighbour- 
hood of Ivleniz, is one of -the richeft 1 have hitherto foen, and the road is the belt and 
handfomelt 1 have met with in Germany. Till within three miles of Franefort, it is in 
a flraiglit line, raifed, paved, and guarded on both fides with high ftones, which fecure 
the foot-pallengcrs from waggons and horfes. The only defect in this road is, that it 
is too narrow in the middle for two waggons to pafs. All the roads through the do- 
main of the city of Franefort arc built in the fame magnificent ftyle, fo that it is efti- 
mated that every three miles has colt the city above 60,000 guilders, or 6000I. I’he 
cbau(jlc in the onc-and-twenty miles belonging to Mentz, is not raifed in fo expenfive a 
llyleas that of Franefort, but it is broader j it is planted wdth trees on both lldesall the 
way, and very well kept. Here and there you meet with noble alleys of walnut and 
other fruit-trees, the villages at the end of which exhibit beautiful perfpeftives. There 
is hardly a road in Germarty more frequented than this ; the place of poA-mafter of Ila- 
terAieim, a place midway between the two cities, is the bcA of any of the territories of 
the imperial free cities. In the territory of Mentz, each horle pays two-pence chaiijf'ec 
money at every poA, and each of the three poAs bring in 6000 guilders. At leaA fe- 
venty-two thoufand horfes pafs this road every year, belides a great number of horfes 
belonging to private perfons, not taken into the account. There likewil'e go every day 
between the two cities tw'o large veA'els, which are conAantly Ailed with men and mer- 
chandize. I met w^th waggons on this road, which, at a diAance, looked like large 
houfes. They were drawn by Axtecn or eighteen horfes, and, as the waggoners affured 

1 1 2 me, 



244 


riesbeck’s travels through germanv. 


mo, earned loads of one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty hundred weight. 
They generally go from Vrancfoi t to'*Strafburg. 

We came through the pretty llulo city of llocliff, which is fituated very pleafantly 
and wholcforncly, on an elevation fix miles from Franefort. I fhould not have made 
ii\ent;on of this place, hut to let right a mifiake into which Mr. Moore has fallen; in 
doing which 1 fli.iil have occafion to lay bdore you a very remarkable iullance of the 


political •.•’lifiiiari.'.gci'jttit of tui) diifereiit governments. 

Near this litile town \ou ice a magnificent co-.m'.ry-h.wufe, the architeffure of whicdi 


is not very good. '1 he build, r is aii Italian of the mi ne of Bolongaro, who, without a 
penny of oiigiiud fortutie, has Ajinui means to acquire, entirely f‘y his oan indiillry, a 
capital of from a million to a million and a half of guilders. He made his fortune en- 
tirely by the fiiiift which bears his name, vvhic!> isfliU extremely liked throughout all 
Germany. 'J'his man was ranked in the cla.'s r.f inlnibit ants ; 1 do not know exactly 
whether he was Jefirous to leave the city, or vvliether the government of Franefort had 
occafion to tax him afrelh as an out- burgher ; be that as it may, he was called upon to 
lay an account of his circumftances before the regency. He ollercd an iinmenfe fum 
of money if they would take his word tor the fum tcUal, without defeending ii'.to parti- 
culars; but nothing would fatisfy them but an inv. ntory, which they infifted on with 
all the obitinacy and harflinefs of a fmall Itatc. It fo happens that there is a compatL 
fubfifting between the ftates of Mciitz and Franefort, by which the l.urgellts of the one 
are allowed to migrate to the otlier, without let or moleltation. Bolongaro determined 
to feize the opportunity to revenge himfelf of a government who had treated him fo ill. 
He accordingly built at Hochit, and became a fubjeft of Mentz, which faved him from 
the ncccflity of laying an inventory of his eftate before the magiltracy of Franefort, and 
enabled him to go there as often as he pleafed, without leaving a creutzor * behind him, 
Mr. Moore fays that the imnicnfe palace which he has built at Hochfi, ftands qutie 
empty ; but we lliall eafily conceive how much bufinefs is carried on there, if we eon- 
fidcr that Mr. Bolongaro now pays at lead 8coo guilders Icfs to the cultoms at Franc- 
fort than he did before, when his whole bufinefs was done in that city. He has alfo 
contrived that great part of the confignments fent from Bremen, Hamburgh, and tiie 
feveral parts of Hvflla and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and Switzerland, ihould go 
through Hochft inflcad of going through Franefort as they did before. I'he 1 . giilature 
of Mentz has much facilitated this by building him a crane on the Maine, before his 
palace. 

Mr. Bolongaro has carried his revenge ftill farther. He took Mr. Beggiora, one of 
the acutell and moll intelligent of his countrymen, out of one of the bell houfes of 
Franefort, and entered into partnerlliip with him for cftablilliing a commerce in drugs, 
the molt capital branch of trade in Franefort, at Hochil. The bare firm of Mr. Bolon- 
garo was of unfpeakable fervice to this trade, and foon repaid him, with iuterell, the 
foms he had advanced ; but befides this, the partner enjoyed the dxempnon of cuftoms 
which Bok)ngaro had obtained from the regency of Mentz, for twenty years. The 
confequence was, that this new branch of trade was opened to fo much advantage, as 
foon to put 160,000 guilders, or i6,cool. into Mr. Bolongaro’s pocket. All this 
fliews that the regency of Franefort committed a great offence againll the profperity of 
the country, by the pcrfecuiion of Mr. Bolongaro; and that Mr. Moore, who doubt- 
Jfefs faw Bolongaro’s building in company with the Francfbrtians, and through their 
eyes, would not have found it fo empty if he had feen it with his o\Vn. 
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The regency of Mcntz were not, however, guilty of a Icfs fault in thoir aJoptioii of 
Mr. Bolongaro, than that of Fnincfort in their perl'eculion of him. llie polllifors of 
iniiiions are not always beneficial inhabitants to a ftnall ftate; on the contrary, a coiiph.' 
of dozen of wcMvers’ looms, which fupport an indiiflrious man in a credit, ihlo manner, 
are at all times of more value than ever fo many palaces of this Boloiigaro kind. The 
court of Meniz has paid very dearly for the honour of having this rich iiian for its fub- 
by entering into contracts very advantageous to him, but much otherwifir to the 
Itale. Mr Bolongaro engaged to I'pond a certain fum, I believe 2o,o':o guilders every 
year, during twenty years, in building at Ilochli. -For this the government of Mentz 
granted him an exemption of ail cultoms for twenty years, an illiinited freedom of trade, 
as much ftone as he chofe to take from the ruins of an old cadle, and four horfes free 
from taxes for his own ufe. 1 he exemption of cuftoms alone, and the liberty (o leave 
Franefort, arc more than an equivalent for the promifed buildings of twenty years ; but 
even thefo lait he has contrived to turn entirely to his own advantage. He hud made 
the regency of Mentz believe, in his boafling and magJiificent manner, that in the courfc 
of the twenty years, he would bui!<l them a fuperb new town, which he propofed to call 
Finmericklladt, in honour of the dead eletlor j but all he did was to build fome houlcs 
adjoining to his palace, which no doubt Mr. Moore took for the wings of it. It is 
certain that Mr. Bolongaro fcarce expended half the yearly fum he had covenanted to 
do ; and that for many years ilie whole town of Emrnerickftadt, from whence he dated 
his letters to all the world, was occupied by his own corapting-hoiifc only. 

Still, how'ever, might the regency of Mentz have been excufablc for laying out fo 
much in the acquifition of this rich citizen, had fome part of iiis money at Icall been 
devoted to the employment of ufeful hands, or fome part of his fubllance fpent for the 
benefit of the fiate j but excepting a few plaillercrs and carpenters, no fubje*^! of Mentz 
has ften a penny of Mr. Bolongaro’s money. Almoft all his tobacco is prepared out 
of the country, and even the greatell part of it exported from Franefort, where his prin- 
cipal warchoufes and magazines I'lill are. lie only removed that part of his traile to 
Hochfi, which he could not carry on fo well at Franefort, and availed himfelf of the 
privileges of a citizen of Mentz, to hurt the former city, without being of the leaft ufe 
to the latter: nay, it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Hocil whenever they 
pleafe, and make it up with Franefort. In the mean time he has built himfelf a palace 
for the fummer in the cheapeft manner, and furrounded it with common houfes, the 
rents of which will richly pay him for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This, however, was only a poliiieal error in tlic regency of Mentz j but the univerfal 
liberty of trade granted to IMr. Bolongaro is an unpardonable offence, both againff mo- 
rals and politics. 'I’his man, who originally was lower than the dirt in the Itrcets, be- 
came a miracle of popular infolence. There are examples of his niggardlinefs, W'hich 
alnioff furpafs all conception, and they are the more Itrong from being a fingular contrail: 
to the brutal and ©fienfive magnificence that is peculiar to him. The pride of doing 
mifehief, has led him to make his fellow- citzens feel the w'eight of his money in every 
tranfaflion by which a penny is to be got. '1 here were eight or nine retail merchants 
in the little town of llochlt, who contrived to live honourably, and carry on a fmall 
trade. Mr. Bolongaro could not reff contented with the great advantage his own com- 
merce enjoyed from the exclufive privilege given him, but he mull make ufe of it, if 
not to the total ruin, to the manifell oppreffion of ihefe poor people, lie therefore 
opened a druggill’s Ihop for the fale of bis goods in the- retail way. The regency of 
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Menfz, fliough afiing upon much better principles than any other of the ccclefiaflical 
Hater, ol Germany, had Hill not fenfe enough to fee that eight middling and decent trades- 
people are a greater acquifition to a country than one very rich one, even when the ca- 
pital of the latter is a tlionfaiid times greater than that of the former. 

Mr. Bnloiigaro’s abjei^t Ipirit carried him Hill farther. He wanted a monopoly of all 
the molt important articles of commerce, and to obtain it, ofl'ered the regency a large 
film ; but this tiie prei’ent prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafiirc of his crimes, Bolongaro brought a complaint againft the fifli- 
ermen of the place, for having hurt fomc tree or flatuc in his garden, and infiltcd on 
their being deprived of the lu ivilegc of hflting in the river Nid, which runs under the 
\\’all of his garden into the Maine. 'J'his too the regency was weak and wicked enough 
to grant : thus robbing of their bread a number of poor families, in order to ferve a 
wretch, whole character I cannot better fum up, than by telling you he gave an old 
Iriend, who had met with tnisfortunes, and was come a great W'ay in hopes of receiving 
aliiftance from this prolperous countryman of his, a (wv^hfourfous piece* ^ and that the 
worft he could pick out of his purfe. 

I fliould not have detained -you thus long with this trifling incident, but to fliew how 
fondly the fmall Hates of Germany purchale the power of doing each other harm ; for 
there is no doubt but the defire of hurting l''rancfort was the true caufc that led the re- 
gency of Mentz to give this ridiculous proteSion. 

1 vifited the china manufafture at HochH ; it is not hitherto in very brilliant circum- 
Hauces ; it is divided into fhares, the poflTeflbrs of which arc not men calculated to do 
what is bell for the w hole : they arc, however, hard at work upon plans to improve it. 
AmongH other people engaged in them, I vifited Mr. Melchior, w'ho is certainly one of 
the greatefl Hatuaries now e.xifting, and has an unfpcakable love for his art. There are 
but few great works of his, though what he has done in this way is inimitable ; but he is 
without a rival in fmall models, and it is to his labours that this porcelane manufactory 
owes its celebrity. 

The villagc.s and farms which wc met with on the way to Franefort hither, would pafs 
lor towns in Bavaria, or the north of Germany. They all befpeak a high Hate of opu- 
lence in the inhabitants. The beggars one occafionally fees, are a confequcnce of the 
way of thinking of the German catholics, and the opinions of their governors, which I 
mentioned in Ipeaking of Wurtzburg. A peafant is in general extremely happy through- 
out the whole country. He is ahuoll everywhere a freeman, and oppreffed with no 
liard tuxes. A little more care to provide employments for the hands that could be 
ipaivd from agriculture, with a little more attention to education, in order to infpire the 
people with a greater difguH to begging, would make this government almoH perfeft. 
in the 11 ' ighbouring country of DarmHadt, which 1 likewife vifited from Franefort, the 
pcalimt is by no means fo rich as the inhabitant of the territory of Mentz, for nature 
lias not been fo liberal to him, and he; is loaded with more taxes ; but he is cleaner and 
more adlive ; nor will you fee fo many beggars in the Hrccts of DarmHadt. 

'J ill within fix miles of Mentz, the inhabitants live chiefly on their agriculture. The 
earih yields uncommon rctuins, and the corn of this country is imported far and wide 
on the Rhine. There are alfo large quantities of fruits and greens of all kinds; excel- 
lent aijparagus and cabbage are the food of the moft common people : nor is there a 
pl;'s;e in Gertnany where the people are fo fond of them, or have a greater fupply of 
provilions of this kind. Great fhip-loads of their cabbages, as well raw as pickled, are 
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carried down the Lower Rhine, as far as Holland. The little city of Croneburg, fitu- 
atcd on an eminence fix miles off the main road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of 8000 guilders a year for apples, cyder, and chefnuts, of which laft it has large 
groves. All the villages of the country lie in orchards of trees, and command large 
fields of corn below. Thefe numerous orchards make the country look a little poor, 
though it is as well cultivated as any other part of Germany. In the drip of land which 
lies betwixt Franefort, Mentz, and the neareft hills to the north of Mentz, containing 
a fpace of about twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon eight little cities, 
five large market towns, and about eighty villages, few of which contain lefs than fixty 
families. 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles from Mentz, the nature of the country intirely 
changes; an arm of the large mountain called Wettcraw, extends itfelf here to the banks 
of the Maine, and forms a couple of large hills, on the one of which, Wickeard, and on 
the other, Hocheim is fituated. The fouthern and weftem Tides of the former produce 
an excellent wine. The caftern fide of the fecond yields admirable corn ; and the paits 
of it expofed to the fouth and weft, aftbrd the moft delicious wine, without comparifon, 
of all Germany. The little village of Hocheim, from whence the F.nglifli give ail kinds 
of Rhcnilh wine the name of Hock, contains about three hundred families. A prettier 
village 1 have not feen. It belongs to the chapter of Mentz, the Dean of which enjoys 
the revenue of it; in a good year he makes from t2 to 15,000 guilders of his wine. 
He and the Auguftines of Mentz and Franefort, have the excluftvc enjoyment of the 
beft Hocheimer wine, of which, in good years, a piece, confifting of one hundred mca- 
fures, fells for Irom 900 to toco guilders from the profs. This is certainly one of the 
deareft wines in the world. Having a defire to tafte it on the fpot, we were obliged to 
pay a rix dollar; it was, however, of the beft vintage in this century, to wit, that of 
1766. Nor Ihould we have had it, but for an advocate of Mentz, to wliom the hoftefs 
meant to ftiew favour. This was the lirft German wine I had met w'ith which w'as iii- 
tirely without any four tafte : it was quite a perfume to the tongue ; w'hereas the other 
wiue of Hocheim, let it bo as good as it may, is not quite clear of vinegar ; though for 
this alfo, if it has any age, you arc forced to pay a guilder and a half. The whole w'ay 
from Hocheim to Mentz, was the mo'l beautiful of the whole journey during three miles. 
It lay along the flope of the hill, covered with vineyards, whicli are (haded (Vom the road 
by beauiiful fruit-trees. 'I’his defcont commands a beautiful profpecd, over a fmall, but 
uncommonly rich country, terminated by the conflux of the Rhine and Maine. The 
fine wine does not grow o!i this fide of the Iiill, but on the other. From hence you dc- 
feend into a vale, watered by a little rivulet, where corn- fields, meadows, and orchards, 
form the prettied profped imaginable. At the left, througli an orchard of fruit-trees, 
you fee the beautiful village of Koftheim. The way then winds through the orcliards 
and vineyards of tlte large village of Cartel, w'hich appears directly oppofite to Mentz, 
at the end of a fine alley leading to the banks of the Rhine. 

As foon as you arrive at the bridge of boats acrofs the Rhine, you are ftruck with one 
of the moft magnificent fpeftacles that it is poftiblc for human imagination to conceive. 
'.I'hc proud dream which has nowfwallowcd up the Maine, and is fourteen hundred feet 
broad, comes out of a plain which extends as far as the horizon ; but at Mentz large 
hill i come athwart itscourfe, and compel if, after forming fome illands, to cliange the 
northern diredion, whicli it has kept from Switzerland hither, for a weftern one. It i§ 
ihefe hills, on the dopes of which you behold fcvcral habitations, which form that cele- 
brated amphitheatre called the Rhinegau, the throne of the German Bacchus. The 
Rhine dill keeps the beautiful green fo much admired in S witzerland; and even at fome 
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diftance below this city, the dilTerence of its waters and thofe of . the muddy Maine, is 
eafily to he difeerned. Dircftly before your eyes you have the city of Mentz, which 
prelcnts itfelf with a majefly not to be deferibed. The numberlefs boats which deck its 
banks, as well as tlie numerous and magnificent towers of its churches, are reflefted by 
the clear ftreain. The length of the city towards the Rhine, including the foitifications, 
is at lead a mile and a half. Amid ft the large and fomething dark mafs of old build- 
ings, you fee now and then a few new ones ftrikfe out, which form a pleafing contraft. 
Both the houfes towards the Rhine, and thofe at the two ends of the city, are here and 
there ornamented with a rich green. In a word, the filuation of Drefden, magnificent 
as it is, is hardly to be compared with that of Mentz. 

’ When you come into the city the beauty of the profpeft is much changed. The 
ftreets are dark, narrow, and not very clean. — But before I fay any thing more of Mentz, 
1 muft give you an account of fome excurfions I made from Franefort into the neigh- 
bouring cities. 

I took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a fmall but lovely place. At Franefort they had 
deferibed the people to me as ftiff, but I found the circle in which I lived, and which 
confifted of fome counfellers and officers, uncommonly affable, genteel, and eafy. In- 
deed were it in my power, I wifti for no better company to make me relifli life than that 
I met with at Darmftadt j nor do I know a place where I fhould pitch my tent fo wil- 
lingly, if it depended upon myfclf to fix the place of my abode. You are in the midft 
of I'everal large cities, not far diftant from each other. The company is fuch as you can 
only meet with in large cities. The air is good j the provifions cheap ; and you have 
it always in your power to unite the city and country life. Add to this, that the popu- 
larity of the court, the delicate Englifh garden open to everybody, the magnificent pa- 
rade, the number of agreeable women, and the hunting parties, which are to be made 
at no great expence, render it a moft dcfirable habitation. 

The talents of the reigning prince are altogether of the military kind. He refides little 
at Darmftadt ; but the hereditary prince, who is conftantly there, is one of the moft 
agreeable and beft men in the world, lie knows nothing of the hauteur w’hich encom- 
paffes fo many other German princes, and banifties ftrangers from them. The income 
of this court is eftimated to amount to 1,1-50,000 Rhenifti guilders, or about 1 15,000 
pounds ; a great part, however, of this, is appropriated to the payment of the principal 
or intcreft of old d'.bts.— This is the fituation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmftadt, which lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the 
Bergftraffe, and the Oden wald, is the moft confiderable of them in extent, but by no 
means the beft ; it Is made up chiefly of fandy plains and thick forclls, the beft part of 
which is the Black Wood. Some diftrifls on the Bergftraffe and the Odenwald are un- 
commonly fruitful ; but in general the pofl'effions of this houfe, which layintheWct- 
terau, are much richer than this part of the inarquifate of Caffencln-Bogen. Notwith- 
ftanJing this, there is a great degree of opulence amongft the peafants; their induftry, 
and the adlivity and wifdom of the government, making up for what nature has refufed 
them. The villages in this country have an uncommonly neat and gay afpedl. 
c6rn afforded by thefe Tandy plains, the quantity of wood, and the large quantity of gar- 
den ftiiff, together with the other produce of their agriculture, bring confiderable fums 
to the country. The little hamlet of Gerau fells from/4 to 5000 guilders-worth of cab- 
bage, which is looked upon as the beft in this country, every year. '1 he afparagus of 
Do Vinfladt are fiimous all over Germany for their beauty and fize: it fereral places they 
likewife make a wine, which is very tolerable. 
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The peafants of this country are a very ftrong and handfome race of men, well boned 
and well finewed. Better or more active troops than the three Darmftadt regiments of 
infantry, are not to be feen in Germany ; the Pruflian troops themfelves not excepted. 
They confift of about fix tboufand men. The regiment of them quartered at Pirraa* 
fentz is vifited and admired by our officers from Stratzburg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
other places. It is indeed a pattern of difcipline, economy, and good behaviour. The 
wonderful military talents of the Prince of Dannfladt give the greatefl expeftations of 
the regiment called formerly the Royal Baviere, which he commanded in our army. 
The prince is commonly much blamed for his military turn ; but his troops arp really 
no detriment to the country ; it is incredible how little they coft } and as they have fre- 
quent furloughs granted, agriculture fiifi'ers nothing from them : they are, in fact, only 
a well-difciplined 'and well-regulated militia. Nor is the military education without its 
advantages in other refpccts ; one immediately fees, upon looking at thefe peafants, that 
they have feen fervice ; for the natural confcquences of it, a peculiar degree of order, 
clcanlinefs, and activity, dilliiiguifli them from their neighbours. Nor are thefe troops 
commodities for the market, like thofe of many other German princes. The Englifh 
dealer. General Fawcet, offered a much higher price for them than what he gave the 
Landgrave of Heffe ; but he met with a flat denial, though his money would have been 
of great fervice for the payment of old debts. 

In my way from Afehaftenburg to Franefort, I came through Hanau. The country 
belonging to the prince of that name produces a great deal of corn, w'ood, w’ne, and 
fair, winch may bring in about 50,000 Rhenifti guilders, or about 5000 pounds yearly. 
Hanau is a very pretty and well-peopled city, in which there are feveral manufactures, 
particularly of woojlen llulFs. The reigning prince is the mofl: amiable man I have yet 
met with amongft the German potentates. ’ Every ftranger who has either rank, merit, 
or knowledge, to diltinguilh him, is fecure of a good reception at his court. I am ac- 
quainted with no perfon of that high rank, who lets a ftranger feel his elevation fo little' 
as this fovereign does. He can fo thoroughly diveft himfeif of his llation, that I know 
few perfons who equal him either in the choice or enjoyment of theploafurcs of fociety. 
His brother is as amiable as himfeif : they are both zealous free-mafons. He is blamed, 
as well as the Prince of Dannfladt, on account of the number of his troopsj but as ho 
is heir of Caffel, the government of which is intirely military, this reproach is of little 
confequencc. 

Franefort commands a mofl: beautiful country on all fides. The villages and hamlets 
of this country would pafs for towns in other places. In all Bavaria there is not a city, 
excepting Munich only, which can vie with the hamlet of liofenbach, three miles diflant 
from Franefort, either in beauty, population, or riches. 

I made an excurfion, with a gentleman of Franefort, to Homberg von der 
Hohe, the refidence of a prince of the lloufe of Hefle, who takes his name from 
, this little town. The* territory of this prince confifts only of a few fmall vil- 
lages, in one of which there is a very rich colony of Huguenots. The proper name of 
m this is Frederickfdorf, but in the whole country they call it Walfchdorf. This arifes from 
our being called Welches in this country ; a name which in Bavaria and Auffria is com- 
monly given to the Italians. There are good manufa£lures here, particularly of vari- 
ous woollen fluffs. The court is like the city, exceedingly fmall ; but ftrangers are 
made very welcome. The Princefs, who is a filler to the late Grand Duchefs of R\if- 
fia, the Duchefs of Weimar, and the Margravine of Baden, is one of the moll refpeft- 
able women 1 have ever feen. The education of thefe four princeffes does the utraoft 
honour to all Germany, as well as to their refpe£lable mother, whofc magnificent grave, 
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in the park of Darmftadt, is a lading memorial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble way 
of thinking. The Prince of Homberg is alfo a well educated man ; fo that this court, 
fmail as it is, was one of tbofe I admired mod in all Germany. The whole of its in> 
come does not amount to more than 100,000 rix dollars, or io,oool. 

The country betwixt Franefort, Homberg, Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fet 
with villages and hamlets, which form the prettied inland pidure imaginable. You fel- 
dom meet with a plcafanter landfcape than from the view at Oberurfel, a large hamlet 
in the territory of Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Homberg. The noife of 
fome iron and copper hammers has an exceeding good effed. 

We met with an adventure in this country, which I fliall all my life long recoiled 
with the greated pleafure. Behind Cronberg the mountain called Altkoniger, or the 
old king, raifes its bare head high above the ridge of hills, which proted the fine plain 
along the fide of the Maine, between Franefort and Mentz, from the rude north wind. 
They tell many drange dories of this hills, and of an old ruinous cadle which dands 
on it. We afeended him with fome difficulty, but at the top met with a fpedacle which 
will never go out of my remembrance. Diredly to the fouth you overlook a plain 
thirty-three miles broad, which is terminated by the fummits of the Odeniualde and the 
Speffart. Here you may difeern all the villages, hamlets, and towns, which lie between 
Franefort and the Maine ; together with a great part of the country of Darmdadt. 
The eadern view is clofed by the Speffart. which is fifty-one miles didant. The whole 
country of Afehaffenburg, along the Mane, along the Necker, and as far as the Don- 
nerfberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpeds are common enough in many countries, but you feldom find them fo thickly 
fprinklcd with the fmiling habitations of men. Behind you to the northward, and on 
both fides to the wed and north-ead, you overlook partly barren, or well wooded 
mountains, and partly the mod agreeable mixture of foft hills and plains that can be 
conceived. Diredly againd the wed the row of mountains form the fined amphithe- 
atre that can be conceived. The fined fight, however, was that which we faw the next 
morning. There is a fpot on this mountain very favourable for feeing the rifing fun-^ 
In order to enjoy this fpedacle we had provided ourfelves with peliffes, to guard againd 
the cold, but were obliged to make a fire of wood in the night, though after one of the 
warmed days in Augud. The rife of the morning, however, fully overpaid us for the 
toijs of the night. Never did 1 feel my own exidence, or that of the Being which ani- 
mates all nature, more fully than at the indant in which the fird ray of the morn gilded 
the tops of the Speffart and Odenwalde ; both which at a didance appeared to be iflands 
of fire. As far as this hill all was thick darknefs ; but this eadern view appeared like 
an illuminated ifland fwimming on the black ocean of night. The morning fpreading 
wider and wider (hewed us the mod beautiful landfcape in miniature that we had ever 
feen. We beheld villages afar offin the (hade, which one ray of the morning fun broke 
through and difpelled the darknefs of. By degrees we faw the feparation of the hills,, 
with their feveral breaks and windings. Every thing looked as it does when you fee a 
fine and well-illumined landfcape through a perfpeftive-glafs. A preffure never beford> 
experienced took poffeflion of my bread on beholding this'fcene. But the fird break 
of the fun himfclf furpaffed all the beauties of the day break'. The grandeur, variety, 
and magnificence of this appearance, is above all defeription. The plain, feventy-five 
miles long, and forty-two miles broad, which lies betwixt the S/^^r/,-the Donnerjbergy 
the wedern part of the Odenwalde^ and our hills, was overfpread with large dreaks of 
light, which contralled in the dronged manner vrith the thicknefs of the (hades. We 
beheld the top of the Donnerjherg gilded over, whild deep darknefs brooded at his feet 
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and all over the Rhine beneaih. We ourfelves were in light, but the plains and villages 
beneath us were in a kind of half darknefs, only broken by the reflcflion of the light 
from our hills. The elevated parts of the ininienfe plains, which lay before us, broke 
through the darknefs with a cheerfulnefs, which brought them half as near again to us, 
and produced the moft agreeable deception. Now a fpire emerged from the gloom, 
then the fummit of a hill covered with wood, then a whole village w'ith its trees feemed 
to fwim on the earth j here lay a corn-field in light, by which it feemed, if I may ufe the 
exprelfion, as it were, parted and raifed up from the country round. The Maine, 
which hitherto had appeared like a dark ftripe of the profpeft, began like wife to be il- 
luminated with filver ; and the Rhine was foon brought nearer to our eyes in the fame 
manner. But I feel that I am attempting to deferibe a feene above all defeription ; 
and, for the deferibing of which I have no talents. In brief, I have often feen the fun 
rife, but never fo magnificently as upon the Alt-Konig. It is indeed moft likely that a 
man may go through many countries, without meeting with fo favourable a fpot as this 
is for. fuch an objeft. 


LETl’ER LXllI. 

Metttz. 

TRAVELLERS, who do not care for the trouble of moving far from their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable imprelfion of this town with them. The beft 
part of it. is that in which there are hardly any inns, or any thoroughfares. The inn of 
the Three Crowns, which is far the beft in the place, and indeed an excellent one, is in 
the very worft fituation imaginable. From hence you may wander over the greateft 
part of the town, without meeting with any thing but a heap of black houfes, many of 
which threaten to fell into the narrow ftreets. It was owing to thefe caufes that I had 
heard fuch very diiferent accounts of this town before I came into it ; fome deferibing 
it as a fink, and others as one of the beft towns in Germany. A few days ago I met 
with a countryman of ours, an aventurier^ who, finding his account in being here like 
feveral other gentlemen of his clafs, would have ftood me out that it was the only hand- 
fome town in Germany. As the good gentleman had feen nothing but Cologne, 
Treves, and a part of Weftphalia, the only anfwer that I could make him was, that 
Germany was very large. 

The northern part of the city, in which the Archbilhop refides, is full of very regular 
buildings. Here are three regular ftreets, called the Blerchetiy which run parallel to 
each other from the banks of the Rhine to fix hundred yards vrithin the city, and are 
cut almoft regularly by very pretty crofs ftreets. The Archbifliop’s palace has a moft: 
commanding view of thefe ftreets, the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. There are alfo fome 
good buildings in the old part of the city. The market of beafts is extremely well 
worth feeing ; and you.hpre and there meet with other agreeable fpots. The market 
in the middle of the town, though not regular, is one of the prettied places I have met 
with in Germany. 

* The cathedral is well worthy notice. It is an immenfe large old Gothic building, 
•the fpire of which was ftruck with lightening feventeen years ago, and intirely laid in 
alhes. As it was made of a foreft of Wood, it burned fourteen hours before it was eft- 
tirely confumed. To prevent thefe accidents for the future, the Chapter had the pra. 
fent one built to thn fame height in ftone ; an undertaking which coft them 40,000 
guilders, or 4000I. It is a great pity that it is overloaded witj? fmall ornaments, and 
a ftiH greater, that this wonderful edifice is fo choaked up' with fhops and houfes, as to 
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be hardly more than half vifiblc. As, however, houfes and fliops are very dear in 
this part of the town, one cannot be very anijry with the chapter for chufing rather to 
make the moft of its ground, than to fhew off the church to the bell advantage. The 
rent of a (hop and a tingle room to live in is 150 guilders, or 15I. per annum in this 
part of the town. 

You will hardly find another church in Germany of the height and length of this 
cathedral. The infide of it is decorated with fevcral magnificent mommients of princes 
and other great perfonages. Amongll the vtll:, I admired the monument of a prelate 
belonging to this cathedral, whofe name was Dahlberg. It was made by tlie llatuary 
Melchior, whom I mentioned to you in my lall letter. The prelate, as large as the 
life, is lying on a coffin, upon which there is a pyramid, which a 'I'rinity is carrying into 
the clouds. The work is very line, but it world have been much finer if the fculptor 
had been fuffored to follow his own ideas. There is likewife a fine piece of llatuary in 
the upper choir ; it roprefents a count of Lamberg, who commanded thd impeiial troops, 
which drove our forces out of the territory of Mentz at the beginning ( f this r ntury, 
and was killed by the fide of an elector palatine, during the adion, by a mulket ball — 
he is lifting up the top of his coffin with his right hand, and holds the commander’s 
ftaff with his left : this has an exceeding good effed. This church contains feveral 
other monuments well w'orth feeing. The Treafury is very fuperior to thatol Drefden, 
which has been fo much fpokeri of. 

Befides the cathedral, the city of Mentz contains feveral other churches in the modern 
ftyle, very well worth feeing. St. Peter’s, and the Jefuits church, though both too much 
loaded with ornament, are among this number. The church of the Auguftines, of 
which the inhabitants of Mentz are fo proud, is a mafter-piecc of bad tafte; but that of 
Ignatius, though little is faid about it, would be a model of the antique, if here, like- 
wife, there had not been too much ornament lavilhed. Upon the whole, the palaces 
of the nobltffe want that noble fimplicity, which alone conftitutes true beauty and 
magnificence. 

In another century the externals of the city will be quite changed. The late prince 
built a great deal, and the prefent has a tafte for the fame fort of expence. I'he monks 
and governors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild their houfes ; fo that when 
a few more ftrects are made broader and ftraighter, the whole will have no bad appear- 
ance. The inhabitants, who, together with the garrifon, amount to thirty thoufand, are 
a good kind of people, who, like all the catholics of Germany, make great account of a 
good table. Their faces are interefting, and they are not deficient either in wit or ac- 
tivity. In a few generations more their minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
teftant brethren, as the government has diftinguilhed itfelf, for the fixteen or eighteen 
years pad, by excellent eftablifhments for education. As things now are, there is no 
catholic (late in Germany which contains fo many deep thinking, and truly learned 
men as this does. Under the hft government the liberty both’of thinking and writing 
was carried almoft as far as it could go : and though various confiderations, fuch as con- 
nexions with the late Emprefs, apprehenfions of the priefthood, family motives, and 
other caufes, have made it fomewhat lefs in the prefent times ; ftill however philofophy 
makes its way. In the mean time conviXion is not wanting, and the theory is as perfeX 
as can be defired. The Archbifhop hitnfelf, like his brother theBifhop of Wurt^burg, 
is a man whom the knowledge of men and things have raifed to the poffeftion of many 
great places : they were his merits alone that engaged the Emperor to recommend him 
upon the vacancy of this fee. You meet witli very well-inforraend men amongft his 
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counfellors and minifters, one of whom is equal to the talk of governing a much greater* 
country than the eledlorate of Mentz. 

It was probably out of refpeft for the imperial court, at which the Archbifliop was 
fome time miniller of Mentz, that he introduced feveral innovations here not a little 
detrimental to the welfare of the Hate. He is one of the great imitators of the Em- 
prefs’s eftabliftiments for the prcfervation of chaftity. He has alfo eftablilhed it as a 
maxim in his confiftory, to compel the man who has fcduced a woman to marry her, 
in order to prevent the bad confequences of whoredom and fornication. Pity that the 
^jnlightened prelate does not foe the bad confequences which mull arife from fuch alTo- 
cialions. They Ihewed me young men here, who had become hulbands in this way. 
A lofs of all true love, fidelity, the unfruitfulnefs of the marriage bed, adultery, and the 
moll fcandalous corruptions of every kind, mull enfue from fuch regulations. Formerly 
the fame laws were eftabliflted at Naples j but experience foon taught that wife legilla- 
ture, that they were detrimental ; and the whores were left to their fate. The Emperor 
has likewifo repealed them at Vienna j nor will it be long before all the world is con- 
vinced that every phyfical interpofition in matters of bare morality mult be prejudicial. 
It is faid, indeed, that laws of this kind prevent the murder of ballard children; but 
thofe who argue thus do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce between the mar- 
ried pairs, and the other iliforders they give rife to, occaiion murders by the dozens. 
It is indeed too cruel to make the whole happinefs of a young man’s life depend upon 
the fedudlion of an hour. 

There are few cities in Germany, befides Vienna, which contain fo rich and numerous 
a nobility as this does : there are fome houfes here, which have ellates of one hundred 
thoufand guilders, or ten thoufand pounds a year. The Counts of Baflbnheim, Schon- 
born, Siadion, Ingclheim, Elz, Oftein, and Walderdorf, and the Lords of Dahlberg, 
Breitenbach. witli Ibme others, have incomes of from thirty to one hundred thoufand 
guilders. Sixteen or eighteen houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand guilders, an- 
nual revenue. The nobility of this place are fome of the oldell and moll untainted in 
Germany. The fat canonries, and the hopes of fome time or other producing an elec- 
tor, make them lb careful to preferve themfelves pure. How profitable it is for a family 
to lee one of its branches on the archtepifcopal throne, you may gather from hence. 
The late eleflor, who was not the bell oeconomill in the world, and had but little Nepo- 
tiftn about him, contrived to leave his family 900,000 guilders, of which, however, 
they have only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States after their death. His an- 
ceflor, a Lord of Oftein, left behind him four millions of Rhenilh guilders. 

There are, amonglt the nobility of this place, many perfons of extraordinary merit,, 
who join uncommon knowledge to all the duties of a£live life. Upon the whole, they 
are far fuperior to the greater part of the German nobility. Their education, however, 
is ftill too lliff. The firft minifter of the court w'as refufed admittance into their aflem. 
blies, for not being fufticiently noble ; and they think they degrade themfelves by keep- 
ing company with bourgeois. They all fpeak a miferable French jargon, and are alhamed 
of their mother-tongue ; fo that of courfe they know nothing of the literature of their 
own country, though extremely converfant in every trifle which comes froui our prelTes, 
Their tables, drefles, and equipages, arc all in the high Parifian ton ; but if the poor 
barons did but; know what wretched figures they cut at Paris, and how poor an opinion 
is entertained of them there, notwithftanding the compliments they are loaded with for 
the fake of the loifis-d’ors, they would wifh the drefles and equipages, a la Parifienne, 
at the Devil. Some few of them, indeed, as the Lord of Dahlberg, the Stadtholder of 
Erfurth, Baron Grofchlag, Baron van der Leyen, and a few more, have brot%ht fome- 
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thing home from Paris, befides the patois of our fifli- women, and the cut of our clothes; 
but the number of thefc improved men is too fmall upon the whole not to make it ad* 
vileable to prevent the prefent nobility from coming into our country, where, for the 
moft part, they only expofe their native land, and leave their healths and fortunes behind 
them. I am acquainted with fome young men of fafliion, who, from being bred at 
home, are conllant fubjefts of dcrifion to the foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
are treated as cockneys ; but they remain in poflelTion of their plump and red cheeks ; 
and though they may not figure in a circle, or make a good bow, or Hand upon one leg, 
they have good found underitandings, and know how to have a proper regard for the 
peafant and mechanic. The apparent contrail betwixt thefe perfons and the barons 
is a flronger argument againft the modern education, than any other I could make 
life of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in Germany. A canonry brings in 3,500 
Rhenifti guilders in a moderate year. The canonry of the provoft is, without compari- 
fon, the richeft in Germany : it brings him in 40,000 guilders a-year. Each of the 
'deanries is worth 2,600 guilders. The income of the chapter all together amounts to 
300,000 guilders. Though it is forbidden by the canons of the church for any one to 
have more than a fingle prebend, there is not an ecclefiaftic in this place but what has 
three or four; fo that there is hardly a man amongft them, who has not at leaft 8oco guil- 
ders a-year. The laft provoft, a count of Elts, had prebends enough to procure him 
an income of 75,000 guilders. Exclufive of the cathedral, there are feveral other 
choirs, in which the canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hundred guilders a-year. 
To give you an idea of the riches of the monafteries of this place, I will only tell you, 
that at the deftrudion of the Jefuits, their wine, which was reckoned to fell extremely 
cheap, produced 1 20,000 rix dollars. A little while ago, the eledor abolilhed one Car- 
thufian convent, and two nunneries, in the holy cellars of which there was found wine 
for at leaft 500,000 rix dollars. 

Kotwithftanding this great wealth, there is not a more regular cler^ in all Germany 
than that of this place. There is no diocefe, in which the regulations made by the 
council of Trent have been more ftridly adhered to, than they have here ; the arch- 
bilhops having made a partioilar point of it, both at the time of the reformation, and 
«ver fince. One thing which greatly contributes to keep up difeipline is the not iuficr- 
ing any pried to remun in the country, who has not fixed and dated duties, and a re- 
venue annexed to them. Moft of the irregularities in Bavaria, Auftria, and other cour* 
tries, arife from Abbes, who are obliged to fubfift by their daily induftry, and any maftes 
which they can pick up. Thefe creatures are entirely unknown here. The theological 
tenets of this court arc alfo much purer than thofe of any other ecclefiaftical prince in 
Oermany. I was pleafed to fee the Bible in the hands of fo many common people, 
efpecially in the country. 1 was told that the reading of it was not forbidden in any 
part of the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to read it .through, without the ad- 
vice of their confeftbrs. For a long time fuperftition has been hunted through its ut- 
moft recedes ; and though it is not quite pofiible to get entirely clear of pilgrimages, 
and wonder-working images, you will meet with noprieft bold enough to exorcife, or to 
preach fuch nonfenfe as we hear in the pulpits of other German churches. It is fingular 
enough that Bellarmin's book on the Hierarchy was forbid by public proclamation, fo 
long as eighten years ago. The late eleftor did a great deal towards clcanfing the Holy 
Sheepcote : but he fell under the herculean labour; which, however, the prefent eleftor 
purfues, though with fomewhat a more moderate zeal. The former was terrible to the 
monks, But his attention to them rendered him a little too carelefs of the fecular priefts, 
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who under his adminiilration rather paflfed the bounds of a decent liberty, and alTumed 
too gallant an air. What think you, for inftance, of a pried appealing in his public 
le£lures to Voltaire on Toleration, and other fuch books ? or of fuch authors as Bayle„ 
and Helvetius, being common in the hands of ftudents in logic ? and this, which made 
it finguiarly ridiculous, at a time when the Jefuits were dill difputing with all their eager* 
nefs on the infellibility of the Pope, and the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 
The prefent eleftor extends his ratherly care to the regulars, as well as the feculars, and. 
has brought them to a regularity, which does himfelf, as well as them, great honour. 

It is impoOible to give you an idea of the veneration in which the late prelate is de- 
fervedly held. From the convi£lion that withbut.a good education, all projc£ls of im* 
provement and alteration are only palliatives, which do not touch the main fore; this 
archbiihop gave ;^o,ooo guilders a year out of his own privy purfe towards the eredlion 
of fchools and other foundations for the education of youth. The prefent archbiihop, 
who found the foundation of fchools for the common people laid to his hands, con* 
tinues to build upon it with fome deviation from the old plan ; but he directs his chief 
attention to the improvement of the education of the higher orders, and the extention 
of arts and fciences. With this view be has given the ground; on which the three mo* 
naileries which he has pulled down itood, to the Univerfity, which by this means has. 
raifed its heretofore rather fmali income to 100,000 guilders. As this prelate is en* 
tirely free from any temptation to Nepotifm, he has it in his power to do more for the 
mufes than any other German prince. 

The anecdote related in Mr. Pilati’s travels of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns 
to receive his fervants on account of their religion, does not accord with the fpirit which 
at prefent, at lead, generally obtains here. I was in feveral inns, the mailers of which, 
when once they knew that 1 was a protedant, offered me meat of their own accord. It 
is probable that the officer had not made the grand tour of all the inns ; for things are 
here much as they are in other places : in one dreet they read legends, and in another 
converfe with Locke and Newton. Whoever attempts to judge of Paris by the inhabi* 
tants of the Porcheron j or of Berlin, from thofe who had well nigh raifed a rebellion, 
on account of a pfalm book ; or of Hamburgh, from the carrot women, headed by Paf* 
tor Gofle ; will be fure to be midaken. 

Though the trade of this place has been condantly on the increafe for thefe eighteen, 
or twenty years pad, yet it is by no means what it ought to be, from the Otuation, smd 
other advantages. The perfons here,, who call themfelves merchants, and who make 
any confiderable figure, are in fafl only brokers, who procure their livelihood at the 
cxpence of the country or territory round, or who aft for the merchants of Franckfort. 
You will judge of the wretched date things are in, when I affure you, that ’tis difficult 
to procure a bill of exchange of 3.0,000 guilders. A few toy'fhops, five or fix druggids,. 
and four or five manufiifturers of tobacco, are all that can poffibly be called traders. 
There is not a banker in the whole town ; and yet this country enjoys the daple privi* 
lege; and commands, by means of the Mayne, lacker, and Rhine, all the exports and 
imports of Alfatia, the Palatinate, Franconia, and a part of Suabia and Heffe, as far as 
the Netherlands. The port too is condantly filled with ffiips, but few of them contain 
any merchandize belonging to the inhabitants of the place. Religious principles are 
the true caufe of this evil. When the Huguenots were driven out of France, a great 
number of them were defirous of fettling here. They offered the Eleftor to build a city 
jud above Mentz, (at the conffux of the Rhine and Mayne, between Caffei and Cod* 
heim,) to fortify it at their own expence ; to keep a condant garrifoa there,, and, be- 
'fidesall this, to pay a large annual Aim to the date, provided only they m^ht. be allowed. 
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the freccloin of their religion, and a participation of the rights of the citizens pf Mentz. 
The archbifiiop of that time did not chufe that herefy (hould build her neft fo near him ; 
■but the laft has often been heard to exprefs a wilh that a fimilar offer were to be made 
to him } and the prefent would moft joyfully comply with it. But fuch opportunities 
are but feldom found j and the times in which it was cuftomary to drive out Huguenots 
arc gone by. 

'I’he pride and extravagance of the nobility are another hindrance to trade. They 
and the eccicfiaflics are poflefled of the largeft capitals, which are entirely employed in 
the internal confumption.' Whilft the merchant of Franckfort has a place amongft the 
magiftrates of his country ; thofe of this place meet only with the profoundeft contempt 
from the gentry, who will not fuller them to afTotiat'e with them. Inllead of catching 
as they do all the little airs of the Lonaon and Parifian nobleffe, they would do much 
better to learn of them the art of doubling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

I have already told you that the faces of the inhabitants of this city and the country 
round it are interefting. The peafants are befides very ftrongly built, and are diflin- 
guilhable, by their ruddy frelh complexions, from the inhabitants of Bavaria, and the 
northern parts of Germany, who generally have very fallow complexions ; but 1 was 
not pleafeU with the fet of the bones any where along the Mayne, or even in part of 
Heffe. 1 hole of the inhabitants of this country are particularly difpleafing. '1 he knees 
are all either bent in like a taylor’s, or (land out ftraight like a flick. You hardly ever 
meet with a clever well-limbed perfon. This is owing to the fcnfelefs and abfurd fafhion, 
which ftill prevails here, of Twaddling deaths. I could not but be extremely angry 
with the mothers, who drefled up their children thus, like pieces of wood, and lufft-red 
them to lay in this unnatural poflurc all day long. There cannot be a doubt but this 
conftraint mull have its effedt on the foul, which in the firft years is fo clofely united to 
the body. You muft not exped to meet here with any of the Germans deferibed by 
Tacitus: black and brown hair is much more common than white. The inhabitants 
of the neighbouring country of Darmfladt more nearly rcfemble the old inhabitants. 

An attentive obferver eafily difeovers by the external appearance of the inhabitants, 
what natives of Germany have had fl rangers mixt nmonglf them, and what countries 
have been entirely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt but that the black and 
brown hair of the inhabitants of this place is derived from the Romans, who had a 
ilation here. 


LETTER LXIV. 

Mentz. 

AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but the Archbifhop of this place is the molt 
confiderable and richefl prelate in the ChrHlian world. The fee is indebted for its in- 
■creafe of riches to St. Boniface, who may be called, with great juflice, the apoltle of 
the Germans. It was this man, an Engiifhman by birth, who in the time of Charle> 
tnagne, baptifed Witikind, and the other brave Saxons, who had fo long refilled bap> 
tlfm with their fw ords, and fpread the empire of the vicar of Jefus Chrift as far as the 
northern and eaftern feas. He it was who introduced the Roman liturgy into Germany, 
9nd made the favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe’s flefh. But he raifed the 
papal power to a higher pitch than it had been raifed in any other country in Chri(len> 
dom. According to the teflimeny of Aventinus, feveral bilhops reproached Boniface 
with having diminifhed their dignity, by the new oath of homage he introduced, and 
with having introduced fuperAitiun and irreligion in company with the fplendid cere- 
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monies of the Romiih church. But whoever confiders the ftate of the Saxons at that 
time, will fee dtat the enforcing the papal fupremacy was the only efficacious means that 
could be made ufe of for raifing a laity, and a clergy if poifible ftill more barbarous 
than they (as they could literally neither write nor read,) from their favage ilumbers. 
Had it been only the conne^n^ together of the German ecclefiaftics, by means of the 
papal hierarchy, and the bringing them acquainted with other European nations ; this 
alone would have been a fignal fervice done them. Be this however as it may, the vicar 
of Chrlll rraaid the fervices of his apoftles with overflowing meafure. All the new- 
founded bimopricks in the north of Germany were made fubjed; to the fee of Mentz, 
which Boniface had chofen for his refldence. 

The provinces, the moft confiderable in the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Fran^ 
conia, Bohemia, and almofl: ail Saxony, with a part of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the 
Upper Rhine, belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, and revenge of the 
kings of Bohemia, have leflTened it one third, it uill contains the archbiihoprick of Spren- 
gel and eleven bifhopricks, mod of which are the molt confiderable in Germany, as 
Wurzburg, Paderbom, Hildelheim, Augfburg, &c. 

It could not foil but that as the vicarof Jefus Chrilt extended his jurifdidtion to temporal 
affoirs, his ambaflfadors (for fo Bonifoce called himfelf, and fo the council of Trent calls 
all bifhops) Ihould likewife make their fortune in the matters of this world, a thing the 
more likely to happen, as the ecclefiallics of that time were evidently fuperior to the 
laity in fcience, and alfo the greateft politicians of their day. Spiritual and temporal 
afl^rs were indeed fo interwoven, that the molt eminent German bilhop would of courfe 
be the mod powerful ele&or. The fame thing happened in Britiun, Poland, and in 
other countries, in which the conditutions were all aridocratical. The landgraves of 
Hefle, the Palatines, nay even the Emperor himfelf thought it no diigrace to pay alle- 
giance to the Archbifliop of Mentz. When the building of the papal monarchy was 
completed by Gregory VII. tile archbifliops of Mentx became powerful enough to 
be at the head of the empire. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, they were fo 
eminent, as to be able to make emperors vrithout any foreign aflidance j and it was to 
one of them that the Houfe of Hapfburg was indebted for its fird elevation. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have been more accurately afeertuned, and 
the temporal has fo much got the better of the fpiritual, the powor and influence of the 
archbifliops of this place have of courfe been much reduced ; dill, however, they are 
poflefled of very important prerogatives, which they might exert with much more effi- 
cacy than they do, were it not that various circumdances have rendered them too de- 
pendant on the Emperors. They are dill the fpeakers in the Eledoral College, have 
the appointment of the diets under the Emperors, and may order a re-examination of 
the proce^ings of the imperial courts. Thefe high privileges are, however, too much 
fubjra to the controul of the Houfl: of Audria i nor are their fpiritual powers any longer 
what they once were. Their fuffragan bifhops have taken it into their heads that all 
bifhops are alike as to power, and that the title of archbifliop only intitles its pofieffor to 
the fird place amoi^d brothers who are equal ; it is true indeed that now and then ap- 
peals are received from the confidory of fome fufiragans to that of our vicar general, 
but they generally end in a further appeal to Rome ; and the metropolitan dignity 
commonly lofes as much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are dill annexed to this chair, make him who fits in 
k rich amends for the diminution of his fpiritual and political fplendour. T hough he 
does not abfolutely pollefs the larged, yet be certainly has the riched and mod peopled 
domiun of any ecciefiadical potentate in Germany. The country, it is true, does not 
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contain more than one hundred and twenty-five German miles fquare j whereas the 
archbiihopric of Saltzburg contains two hundred and forty ; but then Saltzburg has 
on^ two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants ; whereas Mentz has three hundred 
and twenty thoufand. The natural riches of the territory of Mentz, and its advantageous 
fituation, make a fubjeft of Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg, the greateft part 
of which is only inhabited by hcrdfmen. In the territory of Mentz there are forty cities j 
in that of Saltzburg only feven. 

The tax on veflels which go down the Rhine of itfelf produces 60,000 guilders, or 
6000I. a year, which is nearly as much as all the mines of Saltzburg put together, ex- 
cepting only the fait mine at Halle. The tax on wine, here and in the country round, 
produces the court above 100,000 guilders, or io,cool. a year, in which fum we do not 
reckon the cuftoms of the countries which lie at a greater diftance. Upon the whole, 
the income of the prcfent archbifiiop may be valued at 1,700,000 guildere, or 170,000!. 
At lead I know for a certainty, that in the laft years of the late archbifliop, they brought 
in 1,800,000 guilders; and though the prefent Elcdorgave up to hisfubjefts two out 
of fifteen or fixteen poll taxes, which they were bound to pay ; thefe do not amount 
to above 100,000 guilders; and he has much improved feveral other fources of re- 
venue. 

If the lands of the eleftor lay all together, they would produce a fufliciency of corn 
and all the prime neceffiiries of life ; but as feveral parts of them lie wide afunder, the 
people are compelled to purchafe a great deal from foreigners. The capital itfelf, as 
well as the adjacent Rhinegau, depends on the Palatinate for its corn, notwithftanding 
the great abundance of that and every other fpecics of grain in its own poffeffions in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft produftion of the Eleftor’s territory on the Rhine is the wine, 
which is almoil: the only true Rhenilh. Connoilleurs, indeed, allow the wines of Neir- 
flein, Bacharach, and a very few other places out of this country to be true Rhenifti. 
But they do not give this name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bardon, and of Al- 
fatia. 

There is a great deal of wine made in the countries which lie on the fouth and well 
of the Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodeuheim, Budeiheira, and Bingen but the true Rhe- 
nilh, that which infpires fo many who are and fo many who are not poets, conies only 
from the Rhinegau, which lies on the northern banks of the Rhine. 

A few days ago, I went with a company from this place on a party of pleafure to the 
Rhinegau, and was prefent at one of the prettied village fedivitics I have ev- r beheld. 
Our velTel had a much better appearance than the common fmacks you meet with in 
Germany, and was very like a fmall Dutch boat. As foon as we had pafied the wind- 
ing which the proud Rhine makes to the wedward, about three miles below Mentz, 
we had a profpeft before us which is feldom beheld in any country except Switzerland. 
The Rhine grows adonilhingly wide, and forms a kind of fea, near a mile broad, in 
which you fee feveral well wooded little iflands at your right. The Rhinegau forms 
an amphitheatre, the beauties of which are beyond all clefcription. At Walluf, the very 
high hills come nearly down to the river fide ; from thence they recede again into the 
country, forming a kind of half circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles oft' at Ru- 
delhcim on the banks of the Rhine. The banks of the river, the hills which form the 
circles, and the Hopes of the great mountain, are thick fowm with villages and hamlets. 
The white appearance of the buildings, and the fine blue Hated roofs of the houfes play- 
ing amidd the various green of the landfcape, have an admirable effetl:. In the fpace of 
every mile as you fail down the river, you meet with a village which, in any other place, 
would pafs for a town. Many of the villages contain from three to four hundred fa- 
milies 
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xnilies ; and there are thirty-fix of them in a fpace of fifteen miles long, and fix milps 
broad, which is the width of this bcautifiil amphitheatre. The declivities of all the ^ills 
and mountains are planted thick with vineyards and fruit-trees, and the thick wooded 
tops of the hills caft a gloomy horror over the otherwife cheerful landfcapc*. Every 
now and then, a row of rugged hills runs dircdly down to the fliore, and domineer ma- 
jeftically over the lefler hills under them. On one of thefe great mountains, juft about 
the middle of the Rhinegau, you meet with Johannis-Berg, a village, which produce s 
fome of the belt Rhenilh. Before this village is a pretty little rifing, and near the banks 
of the river there is a very fine old caftle, which gives unfpeakable majefty to the whole 
landfcape. Indeed, in every village, you meet with fome or other large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches to this femicircular hill, which protefts it from 
the cold winds of the eaft and north, at the fame time that it leaves room enough for 
the fun to excrcife his benign influences. The groves and higher flopcs of the hills make 
excellent pafturcs, and produce large quantities of dung, which, in a country of this fort, 
is of incftimable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the Rhinegau, is exceedingly barren, and heightens 
the beauty of the prolpedt on the other fide by the contrail it exhibits ; on this fide you 
hardly meet above three or four villages, and thefe are far diftant from each other. The 
great interval between them is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and there a 
thick bulh affords fome (hade, and a few corn-fields among the villages enliven the 
gloomy landfcape. The back ground of this country is the moft pidlurefque part of it. 
It is formed by a narrow gullet of mountaitis, which diminilh in perfpedive between 
Rudelheim and Bingen. Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over the Rhine in 
this place, and feem to make it the dominion of eternal night. At a diftance, the Rhine 
feems to come out of this landfcape, through a hole underground; and it appears to run 
tedioufly, in order to enjoy its courfe through n pleafant country the longer. Araidfl: 
the darknefs which covers this back ground, the celebrated Moufe tower leems to fwim 
upon the river. In a word, there is not any thing in this whole trafl:, tliat does not con- 
tribute fomething to the beauty and magnificence of the whole ; or if I may be permit- 
ted the expreflion, to make the paradife more welcome. As you fail along the Rhine, 
between Mentz and Bingen, the banks of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richeft and moft pifturefquc landfcapes to be feenin Europe. 

The night was far advanced when we catye to Geyfenlicim ; before we landed, we 
had another profpcdl not often feen ; we could difeover almoft the whole coaft of the 
Rhinegau, which appeared one continued row of cities ; the lights in the feveral villages 
made them look like a great illuminated city, and the refledion on the glafly Rhine was 
extremely beautiful. 

The day after our arrival we went to Rudefheim, where we had been invited by an 
ecclefiaftic of Mentz. We found our hoil with a numerous company, fome of whom 
were proteftants. After dinner he carried us in proceflion to his great faloon,*from 
whence wc had a nioft fuperb view of the here very wide Rhine, and the village of 
Bingen. The whole of the preparations feemed to announce a fplendid feftival, the na- 
ture and charadler of which appeared a riddle to me. On a fudden the doors of the 
I'aloon were opened, and there came forth infeftive order a band of mufidans, followed 
by two pretty girls, well dreffed, who brought in a large bunch of grapes, on a table 
covered with a fine cloth. /I'he fides of the table were ornamented with flowers. They 
put the bunch of grapes in the middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which was 
raifed on a table; andl now difeovered that our hoft was celebrating 'the feftival of fhb 
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firft bunch of grapes in his vineyard i a cuftom, it feems, moft rel^oofly obferved 
by ail the rich inhabitants of this country. This feaft was the more acceptable, as it 
happened that the grapes had this year ripened uncommonly late. After the altar of 
Backus was erefled, our hoft made a ihort but excellent fpeech, fuited to the nature of 
the ^ivity ; and then we danced round the grape. Never in my life, brother, have I 
danced with fuch pleafure as I did here. The remembrance of thefe joyous moments 
ftill pofleiTes and tranfports me. Were I to form a commonwealth, feftivals of this fort 
(hould be the only ones feen in it. Can there, indeed, be a more facred or more re* 
fpeflable holiday, than that in which we joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he 
has bellowed upon us ? Nor was our pleafure diminilhed by this not turning out the 
only ripe bunch of grapes in the vineyard of our hoft ; for though on a nearer invefti* 
gation we found more, we contended for the honour of the grape round which we 
had danced and fung, with more heat than if it had been an oriental pearl of the fame 
fize. 

Rudelheim is a rich village, which contains about two thoufand five hundred inha- 
bitants. The wine of this place is looked upon as without comparifon the bell of the 
Rhinegau, and confequently of all Germany. 1 found it much more fiery than that of 
Hochheim ; but for pleafantnefs of tafte there is no comparifon betwixt them. The 
belt Rudefteim, like the bell Hochheimer, fells upon the fpot for three guilders the 
bottle. You can have no tolerable wine here for one guilder, nor any very good for 
two } at leaft I Ihould prefer the worft Burgundy I ever tailed to any Rudelheimer I 
met with either here or at Mentz for thefe prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual 
hoft was far better than any we could get at the inn. It Hands to reafon, that the fame 
vint^c furnifhes grapes of very different degrees of goodneis ; but befides this, it is in 
the Rhinegau as every where elfe. The belt wines are generally fent abroad by the 
poor and middling inhabitant, and the worft kept for internal confumption ; for the ex- 
pence of the carnage being the ftime in both cafes, ftrangers had much rather pay a 
double price for the good than have the bad. It is only nch people, fuch as our hoft 
was, who can afford to keep the produce of their land for their own drinking. Upon 
this principle, I have eaten much better Swils cheefes out of Switzerland than in it, and 
have drank nqiuch better Rhenilh in the inns of the northern parts of Germany, than 
in the eouno^ where the wine grows. The polition of the country alfo contributes to 
render the w^ dearer than it would othervrife be. As the bell wine grows in its more 
northern parts theeafy tranfport by the (.hineto Holland, and all parts of the world, 
raifes its price above its real value. 

The place where the flower of the Rudelheim wine grows is precifely the neck of the 
land, formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, after it has run to the weftward 
from Mentz hither. This neck, which is a rock almoft perpendicular, enjoys the firft 
rays of the riling, and the laft of the fetting fun. It is divided into fmall low terraces, 
wmch are canira up to the utmoft top of the hiU like fteep flairs j thefe are guarded by 
flnaU) walls and earthen mounds, which are often waflied away by the rain. The firft: 
vine was brought hither from France, and they ftill call the Mil grape the Orleanois. 
They plant the vine flocks very low, fcarce ever more dian four or five feet hijgh. 'fhis 
vray of planting the vine is frivourable to the produdimi o£ a great deal of witfe, but 
not to ks soodnefr, as the phlegmatic and luum parts of it would certrinly evapiuate 
more, if the flip was refined through higher and more numerous canals. This n un- 
doubtedly die realbn why every kind of Rhenifli has fomething in if that is harfll, four, 
and v^e^. The harveft of the bell vineyards, which are the Tower ones, in the a^ve- 
m w t io n e a neck vX land, is oftea bought More hand, at the advanced price of fome du. 
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cats, by Dutch and other merchants. It muft be a very rich ftock to yield above four 
meafuresof wine. You may mfily hnaipne. that the cultivation of vineyards muft be 
very expendve in this country, as the dung, which is extremely dear, muft be carried 
up to the top of the mountuns on the peafants* (boulders. 

In our return through Geyfenbeim, I vifited the magnificent place of a Count o£ 
Ofiein, the richcfl: gentleman in Mentz, who has bid out feveral millions he inherited 
from his coufin, a former eledor, in li& annuities in the Dutch funds. The houfe, 
which is in the modem tafte, pieafed me much: but what delighted me moft, was, the 
halfFrench and half £ngli(h garden. Brikind Greyfenheim, the Count has (truck out 
fome alleys through a wood, in which there are alto tome wildetneffes. The great alley 
leads through a winding walk to the top of that rock at the foot of which the belt Rude*> 
iheim wine grows. At the top of thb rock the Count has built a terrace, furrounded 
by a rail, commanding one of the fineft profpe&s 1 have ever feen. You look down 
upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the 
threatening hills which block it up, here begins to be encompaff^ in deep mght. This 
view down to the river is mod terrific. The partly covered and partly naked rocks, 
which encompafs the river, make you think it is forcing its way through a fubterraneous 
cavern. The rock, on which you (land, ftretches itfelf to the oppofite (bore, where 
another abrupt mountain (lands like an immenfe pillar. The meeting together of thefe 
two great mountains occafionsa fall in the Rhine, the dead noife of which has a won* 
derfiil effed in the landfcape. On the Rudelhrimer fide, and near the (hore you look 
diredly down upon from the terrace, there has been a paflage cut through the hard rocks^ 
big enough for the larged (hips to fail through j this is called the Bineenloch. The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts out wonderfully above the water in the 
midd of the dream, and forms an ifland panly naked and partly covered with briars, 
on which the celebrated Moufe tower (lands. If you look i^ the Rhine, you have a 
view of the bed part of the fmiling Rhinegau, and ^ whole oppofite fllore. Varied and 
beautiful as this part of the proTped is, it is dill exceeded by what you (ee on looking 
dr^ht before you from (he tenace; you have here a view into a narrow guiph, through 
whim the river Nahe, which fills its bottom, communicates with the Rlune. On the 
fore ground, whore Nahe with the Rhine, you have, to the right, the well 
wooded cololTal mountain, to which the Rudeihomer rock joins itfelf undenwBter, On 
the neck of land to the left, you have the city of Bingen at the foot another moan- 
tain, the tops of which are crowned by an old caftle. The gullet itfelf, wUdt b tuaf 
two nulea loi^, w wade and dark } only tbe'red ibte of a mountain in it has a 'fingulw , 
eftod* when oppofed to the woods, which appear every where to die right* ROa tok ! 
the meuatrina on the left, which are partly naked and mean, and faqily 
vineyarda. In the ndddb of the goUet there is a done bridge tha Ndhe^.dA&h. 
ftdl h«mv thn name of Drufus^s from Drofus GermuiiGitts its b uOda l Tf ttw C!i^ 
tna^y ra^the pidmetoue view of dm whole. At theend of die gullet dindi a mill, 
ncim ifdurefoue than ^ bridge. Such b the fore ground; and the back ground ta. 

beantnul. The guUet, which contrine the Nahe, is Hke a glafs, through 
vriflBajMi. look doivn moft landtoape. The clear lignt, the diftant 

hlun$# aniakpuftjdtt^ iMhp jltoan^l vittages, toft woods, and the vine hiHa 

aiuiddil jllQlli^hldic^ db black fluice is an open one, and 

moil richly ornamented ; this is a proTped the like to which I had never yet feen. 

The city of BingdU, which, together with the toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000 
guilders, belongs to the Chapter of Mentz, is extremely beau^l, and contains about 
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four thoufand five hundred inhabitants. A great part of the corn, urhich is carried into 
the Rhinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate, comes through this place ; which on 
the other hand fupplies the Palatinate with drugs, and various foreign commodities. 
This traffic alone would make the place very lively ; but befides this it has very fruit- 
ful vineyards. The hill, at the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is made by 
the gullet, through which the Nahe runs into the Rhine, forms another fteep rock be- 
hind this gullet parallel to the Rhine, and the golden Rudeflieimer mountain ; it there- 
fore enjoys the fame fun as this does, which makes the BuJeiheimer wine that growvS 
on it little inferior to the Rudclheimer. 

After I had enjoyed this uncommonly beautiful profpeft during a few days, I fpent a 
few more in the villages of the Rhinegau : here too I received ocular dcmonfiration 
that the cultivators of vineyards are not the happieft of men. The inhabitants of thefc 
regions are fome of them extremely rich, and loine extremely poor ; the happy middle 
Hate is not for countries, the chief product of which is wine : for befides, that the culti- 
vation of the vineyard is infinitely more tronblefomc and expenfive than agriculture, it 
is fubjefted to revolutions, which in an inlfant reduce the holder of land to the condi- 
tion of a day labourer. It is a great misfortune for this country, that though reffrained 
by law, the nobility are, through connivance of the Fdedlior, allowed to purchafe as 
much land as they pleafe. The peafant generally begins by running in debt for his 
vineyard ; fo that if it does not turn out v/cll, he is reduced to day-labour, and the 
rich man extends his pofleflions to the great detriment of the country. There are feveral 
poafants here who, having incomes of 30, 50, or 100,000 guilders a year, have laid 
afitle the peafant, and afi'umed the wine merchant ; but fplendid as their lituation is, 
it does not compenfatc, in the eyes of the humane man, for the fight of fo many poor 
people with which the villages fwarm. In order to render a country of this kind prof- 
perous, the ffate Ihould appropriate a fund to tlie purpofe of maintaining the peafant in 
bad years, and giving him the afliftance which his neceliities, and his want of ready 
money, may from time to time make convenient. 

The inhabitants of the Rhinegau are a handfome and uncommonly ftrong race of 
men. You fee at the very firlt afped that their wine gives them merry hearts and 
found bodies. They have a great deal of natural wit, and a vivacity and jocofenefs 
which diftinguiflies them very much from their neighbours. You need only compare 
them with fome of thefc, to be convinced that the drinker of wine excels the drinker 
of beer and water, both in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the fouth is much 
Router than he who lives in the north j for though the wine drinker may not have 
quite as much flefli as he who drinks only beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work. Tacitus had already obferved this in his treatife De moribus Germanorim. 

The large and corpulent bodies of the Germans (fays he) have a great appearance, 
but are not made to laft.” At that time almofl: all the Germans drank only water; but the 
mere drinking of wine has elfefl:ed a revolution in feveral parts of Germany, which 
makes the preient inhabitants of thefc countries very different from thofe deferibed by 
Tacitus. Black and brown hair is much commoner here than the white which made 
the Germans fo famous in old Rome. 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare particularly well in fo rich a country. 
We made a vilit to the Prelate of Erbach. I cannot find adequate words to difeover 
the poverty of this cloifler. Thefe lordly monks, for fo in every refpeft they are, have 
an excellent hunt, rooms maraificently furnifhed, billiard tables, hhlf a dozen beautiful 
finging women, and a ftupenaous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of which made 
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me (hudder. A monk, who faw my aftonifhment at the number of the calks, alTured 
me, that without the benign influence which flowed from them, it would be totally im- 
polhble for the cloifterto?ubfift in fo damp a fituation. 

'I was not furprifed at the hofpitality of thefe monks, as I had met with many fcenes 
of the kind before, nor do I envy thefe wordly fathers the good lot they have met with 
on this earth ; but I am not quite fo well fatisfied with the pains which fome of them 
take to keep the people in ignorance and fuperlHtion. I was ]:)^rticularly difpleafed 
with the pilgrimage to a wood near Geyfenheira, where the capuchins work miracles in 
abundance. The very name of the place afFords room for fcandal and blafphcmy. It 
is called the Need of God. According to the legend, a fmall wooden image of the Re- 
deemer was, by the carelelTnefs or ignorance of a farmer, lluck in the hollow of a tree, 
w'here it remained for a long time, crying out. Need of God ! Need of God ! till at laft 
fome peafants in the neighbourhood came and removed the caufe of the piteous cry. 
Since this time it has performed numberlefs miracles, which it is polfible help the capu- 
chins out of their necelBties. 


LETTER LXV. 

Meniz. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great reduftion, made by the Archbifiiop of this 
place of his civil lift, it Hill remains by much too immoderate and expenfive. He has 
his minifters, his counfellors of flate, and eighty or ninety privy counfellors of various 
denominations. The cxpence of this cflablilhment is very difproportionate to the re- 
venue of the flate. This is owing to the large number of poor nobility, who can only 
accept of employments of this kind. Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are the caufes of this evil. The confcquences are, that a great number of perfons, who 
might be ufefully employed, live in idlencfs. 

Even the military eftablifhment of the country appears to me more calculated for the 
purpofe of feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ull-. At the acceffion of the prefent 
Elector, though the whole army only confided of two thoufand two hundred men, there 
were fix generals. The regular edablilhment paid for and fupported by the country is 
eight thoufand men ; but though there are only two thoufand kept up, the money ex- 
pended for their fupport, particularly that given to nuntberlefs ufelefs officers, might 
be made ufe of more for the benefit of the country. The army of the Archbifiiop 
confids of a German guard of fifty men and twenty-five horfes, a Swifs guard, a fqua- 
dron of huflars of one hundred and thirty men, (the mod ufeful troops, as they purge 
the land of robbers and murderers,) a corps of artillery of one hundred and four men, 
three regiments of infantry of fix hundred men each, and fome companies belonging to 
the armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, wc may fay much the fame as of the army. Were 
they, indeed, improved and kept up as they ought to be, they would vie with Luxem- 
burg, and be the mod powerful of all the barriers againd France. It is true that the 
nature of the ground does not allow of a regular plan ; but for fingle p^rts, I have 
feen no place of the fame capabilities, where greater advantages have been taken of the 
ground for the ereCtion of the feveral works. The beauty, as well as fize of them, is- 
indeed an objeQ:^ of ^rcat wonder ; but though the circle of the Upper Rhine, and 
^veii the empire in general, has laid out great fums on the building thefe fortifications, 
parts of them are not finifficd, and parts of them are ready to fall to pieces. Their extent, 
indeed, would require a great army to man. But this, as well as the maintaining and 
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keeping them up, is evidently beyond the power of this court, or indeed of the whole 
circle of the Upper Rhine united. They are, therefore, alio to be looked upon as 
one of the things, whicli ferve more for magniBcence than real ufe. 

Whilit the greater courts of Germany are endeavouring to iimplify their feveral 
fyftcms as much as poilible, and to introduce into their feveral adminiilrations, a ftrong 
and efficacious fpirit of oeconomy ; the diffipation, pomp, and love of outlide Ihew of 
the leiTer ones, is beyond all bounds, and almoft furpafles all belief. Thefe courts very 
much refemble the expeniive puppet.lhow theatre of Prince Efterazi, which I defcribed 
to you in a former letter ; the orcheftra is fine, the fcenes beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery deledable ; but the a£fors are only puppets, deficient in what conftitutes 
true ^p:eatnef8. Thefe petty princes want to make up for it, by ihining in little things, 
an affieSation which would only deferve ridicule, if it were not for the oppreffion of the 
fubjeff. As things are circumftanced, it is much too ferious a matter for a friend of 
human nature to make merry with. This reproach, however, does not fo much af- 
fe& the prefent Archbilhop, who, as far as circumftances allow him, is perhaps the only 
prelate who endeavours to render his court and ftate expences more ufeful than often* 
tatious, as it does the neighbouring palatinate, through which I took a fortnight's ram- 
ble. 

When I was at Munich, and faw there the ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunuchs, 
dancers, fingers, gardens, and generals, I placed a great part of them to the account of 
the laftEledor, and imagined the prefent had been unwilling to make any alterations, 
not to render himfelf odious, which was the more to be avoided, as the acquifition of 
Bavaria had made his circumllances very good ; but how furprifed was I, at my ar« 
rival at Manheim, to find the fame tafte for magnificence, pleafure, and idle expence. 
Would you believe, brother, that the court of Manheim, the revenue of which is not 
above 3,200,000 Rhenifh guilders, lays out 200,000 of them annually on its opera and 
mufic f Would you believe that the keeping up the Schweffingen gardens, fcarce in- 
ferior to thofe of Verfailles, is an annual expence of 40,000 ? and that the calllcs of 
Manhdm and Schweffingen cod 60,000 guilders a year ? that the hunt cods 80,000, 
and the dablcs 100,000 guilders? that this court has eleven regiments, with a general 
to each, which all together do not make above five thoufand five hundred men ? not* 
withdanding the boads of the fervants of the court, who, at the time of the difpute be- 
tween their mader, the Counts of Leinengen, and the city of Achin, fpoke of forty 
thoufand men to be fent againd the Emperor, who threatened them with an execution, 
and fifteen thoufand more ready to march againd the city of Achin. I have already 
told you, when fpeaking of Munich, that to make the puppet theatre complete, the two 
or three ffiips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral to them. 

It is true indeed that the good Eleflor is in a great meafure innocent of their exceffive 
wade. His fervants bring him in falfe edimates of his greatnefs, and flatter his weak- 
ne&, in order to divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is called the paradife of Germany. You will judge of its-fruitfulnefs, 
when I tell you that, exclufive of a great deal of wheat fold in the territories of Mentz 
and Treves, and exported into Switzerland, it fuimlies France every year with three 
thoufand combs of grain. A comb is a meafure of one hundred and feventy pounds. 
Befides corn, they abound in wine and tobacco. But what gives the greated idea of 
the profperity of the country, is a lid of the taxes, which was mewed me by a collector. 
I do not believe there is a Angle article, the air only which the‘ people breathe ex- 
cepted, which is not to be found amongd them. Some contributions, fuch as thofe 
for the canal of Frankenthom, dams on the Rhine, &c. which ought naturally to have 
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ceafed, when the neceffides they were meant to ferve (if indeed fuch a ufelefs and fu- 
perfluous canal can be called a ncceffity) have been turned into perpetual imports. 
The moft wonderful thing of all, however, for a politician, are the curtoms of the Pa* 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, the curtom-houfes have been fo in* 
crcafed, that almort every place in the high road has fome particular curtom payable in 
it, and all the goods which pafs through it are likewife taxable. Prejudicial as this 
eftablifliment is, even to the internal police of the country, as in confequence of it a 
village is often three times more remote from the dwelling-place of its bailiff than it 
ought to be, if nature and the good of the fubjefts were more confulted than the bene- 
fit of the Eleftor and his fervants ; yet is every fpark of patriotifm fo<extinguifhcd in 
this country, that there is no expeftation of a change for the better ever being brought 
about. In many places on the road, the only mark of the cuftom-houfe is the great 
flick, which enforces payment. The poor people, who export the commodities of the 
country, are often compelled to go three miles out of the road to pay the tax. In fhort 
the only diflerence betwixt the pradice of the ancient German nobility, who, even fo 
low down as the times of the Emperor Maximilian, ufed to rob the merchant on the 
road, or compel paffage-money from him ; and the prefent fyftem of taxation in the 
Palatinate is, that the old nobility did that at the hazard of their heads, which the go- 
vernment of the Palatinate does without danger, and without confeioufnefs of doing 
wrong. 

In order to give you a ftill better idea of the ceconomy of this country, you muft 
know that there is a monopoly ertablifhed for the fumifliing of all the wood burnt, not 
only in the city of Manheim, but for fome miles round. This is not fuch a monopoly 
as that ertablimed at Berlin, which you know rather helps the peafant to fell his wood, 
than otherwife. Here a natural fon of the Elector, raifed by him to the dignity of 
count, having entered into an agreement with the projetflor, procured the patent which 
Itas enabled him to live magnificently at the expence of the country. 

The adiuinirtration of this country is fuch, that it is really difgurting to me to pick out 
fpecimens of it to lay before you. Every thing that you have ever heard of the feparate 
government of priefts, miftrelTes, bartards, parvenus^ proje&ors, eunuchs, bankrupts, 
and the like, exirts in the Palatinate at one and the fame time. I have fpoken with fe- 
veral miniflers, who made no myftery of having bought their places. Indeed there 
are more inrtanccs than one of places having been put up at public auSion, in the an- 
tichambers of the miftreffes. One natural confequence of this is, the flagrant oppref- 
fions of the little governors or curtom-houfe officers, who are fo many Turkilh ba- 
fhaws; and are feared in their refpeftive diftrifts as the executioners of the vengeance of 
heaven. , I had the honour to dine with one of, thefe bafliaws. The company was 
large and fplendid. He and his numerous family abounded in rings, watches, lace, 
and every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury ; we had twenty-four dilhes at 
dinner, and amongft the reft young peacocks. The defert was of a piece with the reft, 
and- every thing in the higheft ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug ftable, magni- 
ficent carriage, and hounds, and yet his falary was not more than aooo guilders, or 
2 ool. a year. How he could keep up fuch an eftablifliment on fuch a revenue, would 
be, no doubt, eafily learned from the poor peafants under him, if we could obtain their 
confidence. With the rich peafants, a bafliaw of this kind is naturally upon good terms. 

1 was (hewn a man, who, though he had been publicly baniflied from another part of the 
empire, for his infamous conduft, had, notwithftanding, by following the turnings 
and windings of this place, raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he was enabled to 
look down upon his enemies with contempt. There is, indeed, no part of Ger man y, 
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in which adventurers of all forts are fo fure to make their fortunes as they are here* 
Provided they take care to put part of the booty into the Eleftoral dheft, they are fure 
to live unmolefted. The lotto of Genoa, which, though decorated with a fmooth and 
I'plendid name, is in fadl no more than a Pharaoh table, at which the ftate endeavours to 
cheat its fubjefts, thrives in no German foil fo well as in this. It harmonized too well 
with the reft of the fyftem of finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted. I have • 
fcen lottery-office propofals publifhed with the Eleftor’s privilege, and decorated with 
his arms, in which it is faid, that a lottery is the JhorieJl^ fafejl^ and mojl becoming way 
for a man to make his fortune. Now, every body knows, that what advantage there 
is in a game of this kind is only for the rich, and that he who buys his thirty-twos and 
fixty-fourths is fure to be undone. What mull we think then of a court, which ufes 
every trick and paltry artifice to entice its fubjefts to play a game, by which they are 
fure to lofe, and it mull gain at leaft loo per cent ? It is true, indeed, that there is fuch 
a lottery in every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch mean tricks as thefe made 
ufe of to induce the fubje£ls to play. 

Thefe oppreffions, however, great as they feem, are ftill nothing in comparifon of 
what the proteftants have to fuffer from the court. According to repeated treaties, the 
ellablilhed religion of the country fliould be the reformed j but notwithllanding this, 
the Catholics have found means to grow powerful enough, not only to be at the head 
of every thing themfelves, but to pcrfecute the Proteftants in the moft infamous man- 
ner. For this purpofe they have received villains of every kind into their villages, to 
increafe the number of Catholics ; they have difpoffefled the Proteftants of all places and 
pofts whatever ; they have treated them with every kind of indignity ; nay, even in the 
courts of juftice, the moft fcandalous and infamous partialities have taken place. And 
yet, fo are human affairs conducted, amidft this outrageous tyranny, and whilft the 
emigrations to America have been fuch, that the Englilh know no other name for a 
German than that of Palatine, this court has met with authors, both in and out of the 
country, to extol the wifdom of its councils : nay, would you think it ! although half 
the fubjeftsof the country are driven out of it, and the reft fo opprefled that they hardly 
know how to live in it, there is a college for teaching the feveral branches of political 
ttconomy fubfifting at Lantern, and projeftors innumerable are fent to Frankenthal to 
eftablilh manufa£tures ! 

That, notwithllanding the repeated and multifarious vexations they are expofed to, 
the farmers of this country are ftill enabled to hold up their heads, is, no doubt, owing 
to the frequent emigrations. Thefe keep the price of land low, and enable the half 
who remain (for above half are driven out) to fubfill with a tolerable degree of com- 
fort. 

Notwithllanding all the reputation which the manufaclures of the Palatinate have 
gained, there is more fltew than fubftance about them. All thofe of Frankenthal put 
together arc not equal to fmgle ones which might be named m Auftria, in Switzerland, 
at Berlin, and in lovcral other countries. Excepting only the china manufadlory, there 
is not a fingle one which employs a hundred men, or has a capital of 100,000 guilders. 
But here they call a place where three men and a few boys are making wafers, a wafer 
mar.ufaflory. In this fenfe, every taylor and Ihoemakcr’s Ihop may pals for a manu- 
factory. -And yet they do not know how to prepare the produce of the country for 
*ihc internal confumption of it. The tobacco which grows in the Palatinate is carried 
into Holland to be made, and brought back again for confumption. Another proof of 
the wifdom of this government is, the difficulties it places in the way of the exports of 
its own lubjeCls. The city of Mentz, I have told you, fubfifts entirely by bread made 
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in the Palatinate. Would you think that the court of Manheim, which, like all the 
other petty courts of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its neighbours, notwith- 
ftanding every treaty and feeming appearance of amity between them, wanted to force 
the inhabitants of Mentz to come and buy their food in the Palatinate ? Before this, the 
farmers carried it to the city market ; but the court of Manheim eftablifhcd w eekly mar- 
kets at Oppenheim, and other places near the frontiers of Mentz. No doubt, it would 
•have been an advantage to the Palatines, had Grangers brought the money to their mar- 
kets, and the Eleftor might have fet his own prices on his commodity, provided that 
Mentz and the Rhinegau had been fo entirely depcndatit upon him as not to have the 
poffibility of a fupply by any other means ; but as foon as the people of Mentz faw 
themfelves compelled to pay more than they did before, they opened an immediate trade 
with the rich com countries of the Wetterau, about Ufmgen and Friedberg; the confe- 
quence of which was, that the Palatines became the dupes of the caprices of their maf- 
ters, and were compelled to carry their commodity into France and Switzerland, with 
far more trouble and far lefs profit. As, however, none of the projefts of this court 
have any confiftency, the markets of Mentz have, within thele few years paft, been vi- 
fited again. The cufloms are no fmall hindrance to exportation. 

Manheim is a very regularly built pretty little city, containing about twenty-five thou- 
fand inhabitants, of which, fince the court refides at Munich, it has loll about two thou- 
fand. The Manheimers very much want the Eledor to refide with them, and leave 
Bavaria, which is at leall fifty times as large as the Palatinate, to be governed by a de- 
puty. They cannot yet underftand what it is their prince fees in Munich to give it the 
preference. Indeed they are fo confeious of the beauty of their own city, that they 
laugh in the face of any one who tells them there are finer places in the world than 
Manheim ; which, after all, it is doing too much honour to, to call it a miniature of 
Turin or Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except the dull regularity of it, Mu- 
nich is a much finer city than Manheim, which has nothing worth feeing in it but the 
callle, and church of the Jefuits. Every thing elfe that is called fine here is fo little and 
artificial, as to infpire a knowing eye only with difgull. But the Manheimers are alto- 
gether the proudefl. people on earth. They have fo great an idea of the power and 
riches of their country, as not to fcruple to i-ank their prince with the greateft monarchs 
in the world. They alTure you, with very ferious faces, that if they had not been the 
friends of peace, and averfe to the ihedding of human blood, it would have been eafy 
for them to have taken poflefiion of Bavaria by force, notwithllanding all the preten- 
fions of the houfe of Auftria. Thefe ridiculous airs, no doubt, have arifen from their 
being furrounded by lefler dates, and thar Eleftor being the fird of the fmaller princes ; 
but their univerfal motto in every thing is, “ Much budle for little bufmefs.” The love 
of pleafure, too, is fo univerfal here, that a taylor’s wife looks upon it as difgraceful to 
be faithful to her hulband. This dilfipation) and the love of drefs, has a very driking 
afped, when contraded with the deep poverty that obtains throughout. The women 
of this place are remarkably handfome, agreeable, and pleating. 

The government of the Palatinate is one of the mod arbitrary in Germany. There 
are no dates, and the privileges of the communities are the jed of the court. But here, 
more than in any other place in the world, you may be convinced that the mod defpo- 
tic prince in the world is the mod limited. The Eledor depends on his lowed fervants, 
and is the dupeof all who furround him. Every fubordinate minider is a defpot in the fame 
manner, as as tke fphere of his power extends } fo that when a fovereign has not 
fpirit enough to look into the details of government, or at lead to rebuke his'miniders, 
he is fure to find there is a confpiracy againd him and the country, whild there is no- 
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body left to tell him the truth, or fay a word for the good caufe. It is impoffible for 
the Elector to lay the lirft ftonc of a building, without being cheated in the molt fcanda* 
lous manner. 


LETTER LXVI. 

Cologne. 

IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I will once more fail from Mentr hither ; for 
never in my life had I a pleafanter voyage. The fail on the Danube is fine, but that on 
the Rhine far furpaffes it; and indeed I know nothing to compare with this laft, but the 
fail on the lakes of Geneva or Zurich. My company was agreeable, and the veflel a 
fer dififerent kind of a thing from the miferable rafters on the Danube : it had a malt 
and fails, the deck had rails round it, and there were windows and other furniture in 
the cabin. 

After having loft fight of the magnificent and laughing Rhinegau, we were carried 
through a narrow valley, entirely occupied by the Rhine, which opens under Bingen. 
The contrail was extremely ftriking. The hills, which hang perpendicularly over the 
Rhine, are fometimes covered with various greens, fometimes with naked Hones, and 
now and then with blue or white Hates : their appearance, their Hope, the different and 
various culture which you fee every now and then upon them, together with the wind- 
ings of the Rhine, change the profpeft almoft every moment. Notwithftanding the 
diladvantageous fituation of it, the banks of this vale are much more peopled, and much 
better cultivated, than any part of the Danube whatever. You have a village almoft 
every three miles, and every hill is crowned with a caftle, formerly the habitation of 
fome German kqight. The moft pifturcfque fancy can point nothing more romantic, 
than the fituation of thefe cities and villages. We had a Scotchman with us, who had 
come over-land from the Eaft Indies. The man was like a madman. He found fome- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; but on my alking him what there was in 
his own country like the vineyards which we faw, he fwore that, as to thefe, their uni- 
formity and dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight ; and obliged him to refrcfli 
his eyes w'ith a fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him only by bringing him a 
glafs of red Afmannfhaufer wine, which he found very drinkable. 

The fineft fpots in this romantic country are thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which 
lie diredly oppofite each other on different fides of the river), and thofe about St. Goar 
and Coblentx. The fituation of Bacharach is like the place itfelf, dark and tremendoufly 
beautiful. The hill, at the front of which the little town lies, hangs direilly perpendi- 
cularly over it, and is in part covered with vineyards, which produce one of the beft 
Rhenifh wines. The fituation of Kaub is more open and more gay, and from the cir- 
cumftance of the houfes being painted of a light white upon a deep green, contrails vdry 
pleafingly with the wonderful black of Bacharach. In the midft of the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock which hardly rifes above the furfaceof the water. Hands a high, 
thick, folid tower, called the Palatine. This, which, as well as the two towns, belongs to 
the Eleftor, is generally looked upon by the common people as the original feat of the 
family. You can conceive nothing more fingular or ftriking in a landfcape than the 
fituation of this tower, when viewed from a certain diftance. 

• The country about St. Goar is quite of a different kind. On the banks of the Rhine, 
on the right, and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are diftinguilhed by their ma< 
jeftic appearance, there Hands an old caftle which they Hill keep up. The left Ihore, 
on which the city Hands, is Hill more perpendicular, but it is cultivated with fingular in- 
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duflry. The vines are planted as at Rudeflieim, on a number of fmall afcendant ter- 
races, which rife to a great height. The fpace betwixt the rock and the ft ream is fo 
narrow, that the inhabitants are Ibraetimes compelled to build in the rock itfelf. Ju(t 
above the city there rifes majefticaliy a fort called Rheinfels, which gave its name to a 
branch of the houfe of Hcfle Cafl’el ; but fince the death of the poffeflbr, has fallen, with 
the country belonging to it, to the head of that houfe. The town itfelf is very lively, and 
far the beft betwixt Bingen and Coblentz. The inhabitants appear to be a very aftive 
race of men, A little above the city, the ftiort windings of the conftrained Rhine form 
a whirlpool, kuowm by the name of St. Goar’s bank. Though no remarkabiyhzii acci- 
dents ever happen here, we were witneffes to one, which fliews that it has not its name 
for nothing, as the whirlpool on the Danube has. A large veffel from Cologne hap- 
pened to be going down the river with us. It had taken on board an old experienced 
pilot, who, in the dangerous places, ftood very deep in the river. The horles pulled 
very ftrong : on a fudden, the pilot was fo entirely borne down by the ftream, that the 
velTel lay in a minute on the other bank of the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diftant from the place it was going down. By great good luck there was a wherry 
betwixt it and the rock on which it ftruck, which prevented it from receiving great 
damage. It was, however, obliged to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old caftles and little towns, fituated at the top 
and bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very pleafing views. At length you behold 
the little town of Lahnftein, at the back of which there is a rough, tall mountain. Near 
the town, a gullet, through which the river Lahn runs into the Rhine, forms a very 
pleafing perfpedlive. The valley is ftill fo narrow as to bo wholly occupied by the Rhine. 
As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to widen to the left. At a diftance you 
fee a magnificent convent of Carthufians; on a great hill, ftraight before you, the city; 
and to the right, the fteep rock crowned by the fort of Ehrenbreitftein. At the foot of 
the hill is the majeftic caftle inhabited by the prince, and feveral magnificent buildings. 
The w'hole has an effed: not to be deferibed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat dead town, which contains about twelve 
thoufand inhabitants. The prefent mafter, a Saxon prince, and brother-in-law to the 
Emperor, continues true to the old fyftem. He is exemplarily good, and I believe that 
it is his goodnefs, much more than any political views, which makes him fo attached 
to the papal fyftem of church government. In a voyage he lately made to Augiburg, 
he carried his" veneration for the Pope fo far, as to throw himfelf on his knees before 
him in the public church. There alfo exifts a letter of his to his brother-in-law, in 
which he reproaches him, in very fevere terms, for his intended projed of reform. 
Thefe remonftranccs were nat, however, w'cll received : the Emperor looked upon the 
holy father in a very dift'erent light from the good archbifliop. The latter, however, 
is upon the whole an excellent prince j nor does his piety, as that of princes fometimes 
does, degenerate into intjolence and weaknefs. 

This ecclefiaftic owes his advancement entirely to the Emperor. He was firft recom- 
mended by him to the Chapter of Luttich, who refufed the recommendation with great 
harftmefs. The Chapters of M&ntz,Wurtzburgh, and Luttich, are the only ones in Ger- 
many who endeavour to preferve their freedom of eledion. Upon the refufal of Lut- 
tich, the Emperor tried Treves, who made lefs difficulty. As Eledor, he has at lead 
500,600, and as bifhop of Augfburg near 200,000 guilders. Befides this, he is co- 
adjutor of Ellwangen, where, in time, he may exped at lead 8000 guilders more. 
Three fuch pieces of preferment would almod make tiie tiunk with Bellarmine ; " Only 
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make me Pope(faid a Roman patrician to one who wanted to convert him), and I wiU 
l)e a Chriftian !” 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne is very fine and very well peopled. There 
is a beautiful town near the latter. Newvied is quite new, regularly built, and full of in- 
. The inhabitants enjoy not only a perfedl freedom of religion, but an exemp- 
tion from taxes, very feldom to be met with in Germany. The place is more particu- 
larly diftinguilhed as the refiden^p of a colony of Moravians. Juft over againft it, on 
the oppofite bank of the Rhine, lies the old town of Andernach, which, though not fo 
handfome as Newvied, is extremely full of life. Bonn, the refidence of the Elector of 
■Cologne, is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Coblentz and Cologne. It con- 
tains twelve thoufand inhabitants. Till you come within two or three miles of Cologne, 
the banks of the Rhine have ftill hills, only the chains of hills are foftcr than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then broken by fmall plains ; but here the 
hills terminate to the right with feven large pyramids, called the fevenJiills. I'hefeform 
a fine amphitheatre, and on one of them there is an old caftle. From^ence to the Ger- 
man ocean there are no more remarkable hills. Here likewife end the dominions of the 
German Bacchus. 

The whole ftiip of land from here to Mentz, is one of the richeft and beft peopled 
in all Germany. In this courfe of eighteen German miles, they reckon twenty cities, 
which lie on the banks of the Rhine, and were moft of them known to the Romans. 
There ftill remain figns enough to prove, that thefe were fome of the firft countries 
broke up. Neither moraffes nor heaths interrupt the agriculture, which is carried on 
with great induftry, frora^ the banks of the river to a great diftance up the country. 
Whilft many caftles and cities, built in other parts of Germany, in the times of Charle- 
magne and his fuccelfors, particularly under Henry the Firft, have been deftroyed, thofe 
which were built in this country not only remain, but feveral frefh ones have been added 
to them. 

It is certainly true, that the natural fruitfulnefs of the country, and the facility of 
exportation by the Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this ; but it is alfo owing to 
the nature of the government. In the three ecclefiaftical eleftorates, they know nothing 
of the heavy taxes under which the fubjefts of the temporal princes fo heavily groan. 
Ihey haveraifed thecuftoms very little. No.ipecies offlavery is known here. There 
is no need of heavy taxes to portion out princeffes. They have no overgrown armies, 
nor do they fell the fons of their farmers to foreign powers, nor have they taken any 
part in the civil or foreign difturbances of Germany. From all this it follows, that 
though they do not encourage arts and manufadlures fo much as they might do, agri- 
culture has been carried to a height amongft them, which it has not reached in any 
other part of Germany. So true it is, that nature will do of hcrfelf all that laws and 
a£ls ofiparliament can produce, as foonas you remove the impediments that ftand in the 
way. ^ . 

The foreft of fliips in the port, and the numerous church fte^les, give Cologne a 
very magnificent appearance at a diftance; but it all vanifhes as foon as you fet foot 
within the gates. The ftreets and the inhabitants arealike dark and, ugly. I had fcarce 
made ray entry, when I met with an event, which gave me no very high idea of the po- 
lice of the place. On my landing from the veffel, they fent a foldier with me to the 
inn, to fearch my baggage; but we were hardly alone, when he told me how old he 
was, what a trouble it would be for him to go to the inn, and in fhort offered to let me go 
whwe 1 pleafed, provided I would give him a few ftivers. This 1 eafily complied with ; 

but 
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I bad hardly got rid of him, when a troop of beggars aifailed me, and followed me 
quite to the inn. Here I met with another fpecimen of the manners. The hoftefs 
was bargaining with a dirty monk to fay mafs for her. He aiked 14 ftivers, and ihe 
would give him only 12. At length, when they had ftruck their bargain, and the 
pried was gone his way, there came another, who had overheard all that had palTed, and 
offered the hoftefs, if fhe would be off, to fay mafs for ten ftivers. By the nest poft 
you lhall hear more from this city, which has an extraordinary appearance through* 
out. 


LETTER LWir. 

Cologne. 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpe£l the uglieft town in all Germany ; there is 
not a Angle buii(|ing worth feeing within its walls, which are nine miles in circumfe- 
rence : mod of the houfes are falling to the ground ; a great part of them ftand quite 
empty ; and as to the population, I cannot give you a belter idea of it, than by af- 
furing you, upon tny honour, that my landlord, an officer of the city, with whom I have 
taken up my abode for two months, pays only 50 guilders a year for a very handfome, 
large houfe, with a court, ftables, and a large garden, in one of the beft ftreets in the 
city. R jund the wa ls, which cnclofe the whole domain of the date, there are fomc 
hundred farm houfes, which produce all the greens, together with as much butter, 
cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. In many ftreets there is dung laying before the 
houfes on each fide. Many are fo empty, that you may walk in them for an hour, 
without feeing a Angle liuman creature. The great fquare or place, however, would, 
from its Aze and beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of the mod magniAcent in 
the world, if it was not darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. 

A third part of the inhabitants are privileged beggars, who form here a regular cor- 
poration : this is no fatire, as you may think it, but the fober truth they At upon rows 
of ftools placed in every church, and take precedence according to their feniority : 
when the elded dies his next neighbour takes his place. The old people, who belong 
to the* fraternity, conAder a place upon thefe ftools as a proviAon for a fon, or marriage 
portion for a daughter. Many of them have ftools belonging to them in feveral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the days of the mod brilliant fcftivals, and 
divide amongft their heirs when they die. On the few days of the year on which there 
are no fellivals they difperfe about the city, and moled the paffengers, with an info- 
lence and rudenefs not to be conceived. 

Another third of the inhabitants are eccleftaftics. There are thirty-nine nunneries 
in this place, above twenty convents for men, and more than twelve hofpitals j beAdes 
thefe, the place is crowded with a motley race of men, which are called Abbes ; but 
thefe are not as they are with us, the powdered fmirking eccleAaftical beaux, who 
make parties with the ladies, and attend at their levees ; but rough dirtjr clowns, be- 
fmeared all over with tobacco, who play for pence with the poafants in public ale- 
houfes ; or, after living laid mafs in the morning, run of errands, clean fhoes, or are 
porters for the reft of the day. I have never feen the church in fo contemptible a 
ftate as it is here. There are feveral eccleAaftics who do not themfclves know what 
th('V are. 1 am acquainted with a canon who makes 2000 guilders a year of his ftall ^ 
but has affured me himfelf that he has never laid mafs, nor feen his church, for a 
twelvemonth. I met another of them in a coffee- houfe, kept by a young woman, whom 
he loved, but who was likewife courted by a merchant’s clerk, The rivals having en- 
gaged 
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gaged in a game of billiards, from words proceeded to blows, until the prebend was 
laid fairly under the table. When we had with fome difficulty made peace, the clerk 
went his way, and now there followed another extraordinary feene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had lodged and boarded for fome time. He 
took it fo ill that this toad-eater had not taken his part, that after reproaching him with 
the favours he had conferred on Him, he renounced his friendfhip before us all. The 
part of our abbes is played here by thefe regular canons, the Anionites, and the priefts 
of the order of Malta. You fee them about the ladies in all the great houfi’s. As to 
the nuns, there are four of them big with child at prefent, and fix are immured, for 
not having undcrllood the art of not being with child, lu the firll days of my abode 
here, the fon of a gentleman, to whom I was recommended, took me with him to a nun- 
nery to vifit his filler. We found her wirii another friend in the fick room, where 
they arc allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarter of an hour of the vifit, I dif- 
covered that my friend was not come to fee his fifter, and that her friend’s diforder was 
not very dangerous. I found the fifter agreeable enough, not to be tired with her, 
whilft the brother was entertained by the friend. The next week the fifter was ill, 
and the friend attended her to the hofpital ; fhe gratefully returned the favour the 
week after, and I foon found that, let me ftay here as long as I pleafed, we fliould 
have vifits to make every week, till the whole circle of difeafes had been gone through 
by the nuns. 

. The want of proper government is the caUfe of the illimited freedom, which is enjoyed 
by the ecclefiaftics of this place. They live in the greateft anarchy ; for though they 
are properly fubje£t to the controul of the Archbilhop of Cologne, the magiftracy of 
the place is jealous of the Archbi(hop?s power, and will fufter none of his orders relating 
to difeipline to be canied into execution. Thus between the contention of the two 
powers, poor difeipline ^oes to the ground. 

The laft third of the inhabitants confifts of fome patrician families, and of the mer- 
chants and mechanics, on whom the other two parts live. Upon the whole, Cologne is 
at lead a century behind the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted. Bigotry, 
ill-manners, clownilhnefs, flothfulnefs, are vifible every where ; and the fpeech, drefs, 
furniture of the houfes, every thing in ftiort is fo different from what is fecn in the reft of 
Germany, that yoir conceive yourfelf in the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do not 
mean to fay there are no exceptions, for I have been in fome houfes, the mafters of 
which are diftinguiftied for their tafte and elegant manner of living ; but the exceptions 
are indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country that this city is fo for behind the other 
dates of Germany. Together with the hatred of innovation common to all republics, 
and ufual impatience and weaknefs of the magiftrate, the abfurd corporation fyftem pre- 
vails here with more force than in any other of the free imperial cities. I will only give 
you one inftance, by which you wdll fee how impoftible it is for this town ever to go on 
improving as the reft of Germany has done. A few years fince there fettled here 
a baker from the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of the other bakers baking 
fuch bread as only an inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon drove#thriving trade. Jea- 
loufy of his good fortune foon brought his brethren of the company to his houfe, and 
they pulled down his oven. The affair was carried into a court of juftice. On the 
ffay it was to be deternuned, not only the company of bakers, but the other compa- 
nies of barbers, taylors, Ihocmakers, &c. affembled round the court-houfe, and fwore 
th^y would put an end to the magiftrates and magiftracy together, if, by their licentious 
decree, they allowed any man to bake better bread than the other gentlemen of the 
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corps. The tnagiftracy knew its men, who on a former occafion had huftled fome of 
them in the church*yard ; -and admoniihed by the precedent, they made this fpirited 
decree " '■' - **>That whereas the audacious baker had taken upon him to bake bread, 
luch as the red of the corporation did not bake, he ihould build up his oven again at his 
own expence, and, for the future, be cautious only to bake fuch bread as the town had 
been wont to feed upon.” 

1 he obftinacy with which the feveral corporations of the place defend their privileges, 
the rudenefs of the common people, which fome love to decorate with the name of li- 
berty, and the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufnefs which obtains univerfally, 
render Cologne very deferving of the name of Little Loudon, by which fome of its in- 
habitants love to diftinguilh it. Like the 'great London, it is remarkable for the pride 
of the common people, and the infolence with which they treat ftrangers. Having be- 
haved rather impertinently to their neighbours, the Eleftor of Cologne, and the Elec- 
tor Palatine, an attempt was made to reform them in the mod eife£iual \iray, by cut- 
ting off their provifions. The magidracy immediately difpatched meffengers to the Em- 
peror, to acquaint him that they were upon the point of being darved to death ; and in 
the mean time the burghers rubbed up their old fwords, and affethbling in crowds in 
the alehoufes, and other public places of the city, denounced death and vengeance on 
the Elefior. The Emperor, out of pity, had the interdid taken off ; and ever fmce, 
the populace have exclaimed,—** We have brought the Eledor to reafon : he was ap- 
prized of our intended march, and has adfed very wifely in not allowing matters to come 
to extremities !” Precifely in the dyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgomader of Cologne (there are fix of them, two of which govern 
every year) holds nearly the fame date as the Lord Mayor of London. He wears a 
Roman toga, half black, half purple, a laige Spanilh hat, Spanidi breeches, waidcoat, 
&c. He has alfo his li^ors, who carry the iafees before him, when he appears in his 
public character. In the lad war, one of our re^ments dedred to march through the 
city ; but it was oppofed, on pretence that the King of Pruflia was their liege lord, in 
his capacity of Duke of Cleves, and Count of the Mark ; and they told the Colonel, 
who defired to have the gate opened to him, that they were determined to obferve a 
drid neutrality. It was in vain for him to remondrate that he was conducting auxili- 
ary troops to the fervice of the Emperor, their fovereign lord. The gates were kept 
Ihut, and nothing lefs than the pleafure of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However, when the cannon was planted, and 
ready to dre, the council thought better of it, and, to the great mortidcation of the po- 
pulace, determined to permit the paffage. The Commandant, as foon as he had got in, 
immediately made the bed of his way to the hall, to remondrate with the Mayor, whom 
he found, in all the indgnia of majedy, on his throne, encompaffed with his lidors. 
As thefe, however, did not prevent a few remarks from being made, the Magidrate 
immediately drew up, and ordering the liftors to raife the fafees, aiked the Colonel, 
** Whether he had a proper conception of the dignity of a Roman Burgomader ? Or 
whether he knew that he reprefented the majedy of t^ Roman Caefars, and had only 
opened the door to him out of good will ?” The officer, who had drawn up hh troops, 
with their bayonets dxed and firelocks primed, in the grand fquare, and was in full pof- 
feffion of the city, could not abdain from laughing ; but as he already had the door in 
his hand, the only anfwer he made was, ** You are not quite right in your head !” 

The want of all police, a want which in this town conditutes the effence of liberty, 
brings hithei' from the Upper Rhine, Wedphalia, the Imj^rial Netherlands, France, 
and Holland, vad numbers of people who choofe to live incognito. . There are very 
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good focleti’es to be met with, made up of the better fort of thefe adventurers, numerous 
FrufHan and Imperial officers, the canons belonging to the foundations of the place, 
fome patricians, and Proteftant merchants. The brilk navigation, particularly of the 
Dutch, for which this is the ftaple, which they dare not pafs by, the low price of all 
the neceflaries of life, the neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abfence of the infupportable 
court airs and infolence of the noblelTe, which you meet with almoli in every other city, 
the wholefomenefs of the air, and the cheerfulnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing deflorate and duchy of Berg, renders this a very agreeable abode to thofe who 
wifli to mix fomewhat of the country with the city life, notwithftanding the difagree- 
able manners of the majority. This ferves the philofophical obferver for matter of 
perpetual remarks, which he cannot make fo eafily any where elfe. Indeed all the 
charaflers of middling life are here more flrongly marked than in any other place I 
have ever been in. 

Thefe morofe and heavy people are equally diftinguilhed from the reft of Europe for 
their religious as well as for their political fuperllitions. 

The republican pride gives a colouring to every thing done here, which cannot but 
highly interell a friend of humanity, were it only to make him laugh i which, you know 
was the ufe which Democritus of Abdera made of his fellow-citizens, to the no fmall 
advantage of his lungs. 

The fuperftition of this little London furpalfes every thing of the kind you can 
imagine. They are not contented here with Angle faints, but muA have whole armies 
of them. A few days Ance I paid a vifit to the church of St. Urfula, where ihe lays 
with her eleven thoufand virgins. The walls and Aoor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as this holy princefs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it 
will be fomewhat difficult to conceive how ihe could get together eleven thouland virgins 
in her father’s dominions j a man who fhould attempt here to fubtraft a Angle one from 
the number, would run a very great chance of being knocked on the head. Wonder- 
ful as this Aory is in itfelf, other wonders arc brought in conArmation of it. Amonglt 
the reft, there is a monument which has a fmall coffin enclofed in it, and on which the 
following words are written; — “ A natural child was buried in this church with the 
. virgins j but, innocent as he was, they would not I'utfer him to mix his bones with 
theirs, but drove him out again, and there was a neceflity of burying him above 
ground.” If you are not thoroughly verfed in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, 
perhaps, glad to hear that authors do not quite agree in their accounts of them. The 
Italian legendaries, a jealous race of curs, where foreign miracles are concerned, think 
there is a zero too much in the infeription ; others, that the Princefs had a maid of 
honour called Undecimilla, who by fome blundering monks was changed into eleven 
thoufand. Here alfo lies interred in a church which bears his name. Saint Gereon, 
(not Geryon,) with twelve hundred or twelve thoufand (for they do not ftand for a cy- 
pher here in reckoning up faints)of his foldiers. One of the three Hermans, who are the 
fubjeds of a wretched popular novel, alfo work wonders upon wonders here- Almoft 
every one of the two hundred churches of this place has fome male or female faint be- 
longing to it, on which the monks and beggars live. What delighted me moft in this 
way, were two wooden horfes painted white, which are looking out of a window in an 
old building of the new Iquare. The hifto^ of this monument was given me .in the 
/ollowing terms : ** A wealthy young woman was formerly buried from this houfe, 
with very rich ornaments, which the grave-digger having obfeeved, he came in the night 
to rob the corpfe ; hardly had the coffin been opened, when the woman ftood up, 
and feizing the lantern, which the allomlhed grave-digger dropped in his fright, walL 
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ed direQly home with it ; fhe knocked at the door ; the maid came to the window, and 
aflced who was there. Your miftrefs, anfwered the other. The girl immediately ran 
with the mcflage to her mafter, who not being perhaps pleafed to hear that his wife was 
come back again, cried out, * It is as impoffible for it to be my wife, as for the two 
horfes to come out of the ftables, run up into the garrets, and look out of the window.’ 
No fooner faiJ than done j the two nags immediately trotted up flairs, and have remain- 
ed at the window to this day.” The poor man had no remedy but to take back his wife, 
who lived feven years with him after that, and wove a great quantity of linen, which, 
together with a fet of paintings, exhibiting the whole Itory, is flill to be feen in the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the ftory, it is told with precifely the fame 
circumflances in two other parts of Germany ; only the Colognefe, who are in every 
thing didinguifhed from the reft of the fons of men, have added fhe vifible and perpe- 
tual monument of the two horfes ; but this city is very rich in fables of this kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of Germany, where finall tales only ferve for 
the amufement of the idle ; no, no, the Colognefe are in downright ferious earneft ; 
they confider their country as the fpecial habitation of faints, and the earth itfelf as holy, 
and are equally ready to become martyrs for the truth of the propofitions, or to make 
martyrs of any who doubt them. 

Their bilious humour leads them to defend the whole with a degree of heat that al- 
moft turns their heads : whereas, in the other parts of Germany, there is fomething ro- 
mantic in all the ftories of the faints, which correfponds with the jovial turn of the peo- 
ple ; fo every thing of the fort told here is melancholy, cruel, or nonfenfical, like the 
relators. 

The priefts of the place, efpecially the monks, carry no better ftories than thefe with 
them Into their pulpits ; nay, fome of my friends have afliired me, that fhe whole mo- 
rality of the conferfbrs refts upon them : thus, if a young man comes to confefs an af- 
fair of gallantry, he is immediately told, “ that the devil having caught a young man 
and a young woman in bed together, wrung off the neck of the one, and plunged the 
other into a lake nine times hotter than burning pitch.” Of all the fermons I heard here, 
the certain medium by which to judge of the morals of a people, there was only one, by 
a Carmelite, that was not flat nonfenfe. 

A necell'ary confcquence of all this is, that the manners are more corrupted here than 
in any other place under the fun. I he churches themfelves are made places of ren- 
dezvous, where every kind of licentioufnefs is in part agreed upon, and in part carried 
into efledl. 

The evening fervices of the monks are like the evening walks in the fuburbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with adultery and fornication. If you hap- 
pen to go into them on a holiday, you will commonly find the vifitors in fuch a ftateof 
druukennefs, as exaflly reminds you of the old Germans and Scythians. 


LE'ITER LXVIII. 

C logne. 

HERETOFORE Cologne counted thirty thoufand men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it flood a fiege againft the whole empire united. Her commerce was fo 
flourifhing, that fhe was at the head of the Hans cities of the third order. Indeed, 
when we confider thp many circumflances favourable to it, fuch as the fituation on one 
of the moft navigable rivers in the world, the fhores of which are covered wit i inhabi- 
tants j the ftaple, the republican form of government, the admirable roa ds which con. 
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neO. it with all Germany, and various other circuinftances ; the greatell wonder of all 
the wonders of this wonderful city is, how it can poflibly have contrived to fall fo low : 
at prefent it does not contain more than twenty-five thoufand foulsrJ'Their manufa£lures 
are low. Save a tingle one of tobacco, a few infignihcant laces, and the pins which are 
made by the wives and daughters of the poor people, all fpirit of induftry is effeflually 
fbppreffed by monkery, and the difiblution of manners infeparable from it. Thofc who 
pafs for merchants are only brokers and comroiffioncrs for thofe of Francfort, Nuren- 
burg,, Augfburgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland, and other countries. Excepting a few 
fmall bankers, there are hardly above ten or twelve houfes, that have any thing like a 
folid commerce ; the objed of thefe arc drugs, from the falc of which a great deal of 
money is annually brought into Germany ; wine, wrought and unwrought iron from 
the mines of NafTau, which are the moft famous for the produdion of this metal, after 
thofe of Styria and Carinthia ; wood from the Upper Rhine, the Maine, and theNeckcr, 
and a few other lefs important articles. The greater part, too, of thefe very few mer- 
chants is made up of French and Italians, who far fui*pafs the natives in underflanding, 
induftry, and frugality, and make up their fortunes on this-never-failing capital. The 
moft folid commerce of all is in the hands of fome dozens of proteftants, who can nei- 
ther obtain the privileges of citizens, nor yet the liberty to ferve God in their own way; 
they go to church at Muhlheim, a pretty town in the Palatinate, at fix miles diftancc. 
Bendes the manufadures they are engaged in here, they have concerns in feveral others 
in the PruiSan territory, and in the Palatinate. 

When a ftranger objeds to the people of Cologne, their intolerance towards the moil 
ufeful part of the inhabitants of their city ; when he compares the ftupidity, barbarity, 
debau^ery* and poverty of the citizens of the place, with the knowledge, induftry, fru- 
gality, and riches of the foreigners, they are not at all affeded with the juftice of thefe 
remarks, but turn them to their own advantage in the following manner : ** Thefe he- 
retics,” fay they, “ are loft fouls; their hearts are wrapt up in worldly pofleffions, which 
God vouchfafes them in order to render their damnation the greater. God has evidently 
reprobated the rich in his holy writ, and their riches are the faggots which in another 
world will be piled up to burn them 1” With opinions like thefe, which the monks hold 
forth from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, if the third part of the inhabitants 
of the city are beggars. 

The numerous (hips which are always to be found in the ports of this city, exhibit 
the moft difgraceful inftance of the manners of the people. There is hardly a river in 
Europe which is navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is in this place ; the 
quay, which is above a mile long, is almoft always filled with fhips ; but the goods on 
board, which, according to the laws of the ftaple, fhould be loaded only on Ihips be- 
longing to Cologne or Mentz, almoft all belong to foreign merchants ; of thefe the 
Dutch (hips are moft confiderable ; they are diftinguifhed by the kind of magnificence 
and cleanlinefs peculiar to this people .* they are at leaft one-third longer than our com- 
mon merchant Ihips of two mafts, and carry from one hundred and fitty to one hundred 
and eighty tons ; they are drawn by horfes, and can alfo occafionally ufe their fails at 
the fam^ time ; nor, in proportion to their freight, do they want above half the number 
of horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the Danv^ from the UIul to Vienna.. 
The proprietors of thefe (for a river) immenfe veftels commonly live on bou'd, even 
when they are at Amfterdam or Rotterdam ; to which laft city, unfavourable as thrir 
veflels are for a fea navigation, on a«count of thrir length, fmall height and breadth, 
they often fail through the Texel when the wind is frvourable. As long as they lie in 
this port, they treat dteii; friends with aU kinds of foreign wines, and r varie^ of re- 
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frefhments, after the Dutch manner. I have had many a jolly party in fuch veflels, 
where we have danced down the night. The (hips of this place, and thofe from Menta, 
which take goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much fmaller than the Dutch ones. 
Many of thefe, however, are large enough to load one hundred and twenty tons, or as 
n)uch"asa common two-mall: fliip. Ail thefe fhips are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of (hips which go to fea, only with this difference, that their length is 
greater in proportion to their depth or breadth. 

Nothing dil'plays the conftitution of the German emjHre in a better light, than the 
navigation of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his domain on the banks reaches, 
confiders the Ihips that go by as the veffels of foreigners, and loads them, without dif- 
tinftion, with almoll intolerable taxes. They do not in the leafl: confider, whether the 
commodities which pafs by are the produce of Germany or other countries, and whe- 
ther the empire will gain or lofe by them. On the contrary, feme of the articles ex- 
ported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood, &c. have greater taxes laid upon them, in 
proportion to their intrinlic value, than any foreign ware. Flourilhing as the banks of 
the Rhine now are, they would be ftill much richer if they belonged only to one mafter, 
and were governed according to the principles of a found policy ; as things now are, 
•the exports of the country are vifibly cramped by the numerous cuftom-houfe duties, 
fo as to make it ahnolt incredible how navigation can be fo great as it is. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as Germany was approaching near to the 
anarchy in which it in fad Hill continues, the princes of the Rhine, particularly the ec- 
clefiaftical ones, either by force or flattery, compelled the Emperor to give them fo 
many cuftoms as to make every city a cuftom-houfe : originally all the cuftoms belonged 
to the Emperors ; but their want of men, money, and other fervices compelled them to 
part with moft of them to purchafe friends. Whilft the anarchy lafted, every one took 
by force what was not given him by free will ; and at the peace, they found means to 
preferve themfelves in the poffeflion of what they had ftole. The Emperor Albert had 
the idea of endeavouring to recover them, but he was not fufHciently powerful for the 
undertaking. 

In the fmall diftrid between Mentz and Coblentz, which, with the windings of the 
river, hardly ini.ke twenty-feven miles, you don’t pay lefs than nine tolls. Between 
Holland and Coblentz there are at leaft fixteen. Every one of thefe feldom produces 
lefs than 25,000, and commonly 30,000 guilders a year. In this eftimate I do not 
comprehend a number of articles which pay toll in fpecie, and make a part of the pay 
of the toll-gatherers. An old Englifh writer has qualified thefe tolls of the German 
princes, which evidently contribute to the ruin of their country, with the name of an 
incompreheniible fury. It is, indeed, a very different method of proceeding from that 
of a government, which, inftead of putting clogs on the exports of the commodities of 
the country', gives premiums for them. It likewife often happens, that the temporary 
revenge of the neighbouring princes, occafioned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be carried 
much higher than the fettled eftimate. When the Eledor Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the com of his country, the Archbifhop endeavoured to re- 
venge himfelf by railing the toll of the grape of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the 
other produdions.. On the other hand the Eledor Palatine had reprifals made by his 
toll on the Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the Mentz wines whfeh were carried 
to Holland. Every fpecies of chicanery, which hoftile powers can ufe towards ea^h 
other, was made ufe of on this occafion. The town of Treves poffeffes the ftaple privi- 
lege on the Mofelle ; there have been inftances of this ftaple being moved from one 
place to another, in the fame principality, in order to hurt theftaples of Mentz and Co- 
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logne. The Eleftor of Treves took it into his head to move his (taple from Treves to 
Cobientz, where it was far more profitable to himfelf, but infinitely prejudicial to the 
navigation on the Rhine, and the exports from Holland. Fortunately the firohg op- 
pofition he met with from the court of Vienna did not allow him ro carry his projedl: 
into execution. The eternal difputes between thefe princes has'occafioned feveral con- 
greffes, in which our court has been forced to take a part, on account of Aliatia, which 
fuffers infinitely by them. F.very thing, however, that was agreed upon, only ferved 
for a new bone of contention ; and they muft be fuffered to cuff each other, till fume 
ftronger power arife and cuff them all to pieces. A great revolution awaits thefe coun* 
tries, when the Archduke Maximilian is come to the government of Cologne, and 
Munftcr ; a revolution by which, happen what may, it is hardly pofiible that the coun* 
try Ihoultl lofe. 

The prefent government of the archbiflioprick of Cologne, and the bifhoprick of 
Munffer, is without a doubt, the mod adive, and moft enlightened of all the ecclefiaf- 
tical governments of Germany. The miniftry of the court of Bonn is excellently com- 
pofed ; and the bifhoprick of IVl under, befiJes the efl'ed which their influence has on it, 
is happy in the patriotifin of the feveral members who compofe the affemblies of its dates. 
The ecclefiadics of boih the countries are a mod driking ( ontrad to thofe of the city of 
Cologne, for their great learning, and good manners. The cabinet of Bonn is fmgu- 
larly happy in the eftabliflnneni of fetninari' s of education, the improvement of agricul- 
ture, and indudry, and the extirpation of every (pccies of monkery. '1 he elodorate of 
Cologne is worth about i,oco,ooo of R!ie; ifh guilders a year, or about iro,oco 
pounds, and that of Munder about i,ioo,ooo guilders. With thefe two great prin- 
cipalities, the Archduke will alfo have the bifhoprick of Pad;rborne, worth about 
600,000 guilders, or 6,000 pounds a year. Some perl'ons are of opinion that even this 
will not be thought fufficient, but that the Emperor has lb managed his matters, with 
the chapter of Liege, that, forgetful of its ancient jealoufies, it will likewife choofe 
the Archduke for its archbifliop, on the death of its prefent incumbent. 'I bis bifiiop- 
rick brings in at lead i ,200,000 guilders, the greateft part of which, however, like that 
of Munder, goes into the died of the dates, the lock and keys of which, the Prince’s 
fingers arc not fuffered to touch. The Prince with his income as mader of the Teutonic 
order, which amounts to at l ,M;r 400,000 guilders, will have a revenue of 4,400,000 
guilders, which will make him the moll powerful ecclefiaffical Prince in Germany. The 
fenfe of this made the Prulfian court, whofe dominions in Wedphalia will be in great 
jeopardy by this arrangement, make drong remondrances at Bonn, and Munder againd 
the nomination of a coadjutor, but they were without effe£l. No doubt, but this ele- 
vation of R Prince of the Houfe of Audria will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of fuch a houfe, propped as it will be with all the 
power of the Low Countries, and fituated amidd a number of fmall principalities, partly 
occupied by the creatures of this houfe, would not only be very formidable to the greated 
part of the empire, but alfo, under peculiar circumdances to Holland itfelf. It would 
be able, efpeciatly if fupported by fome fubfidics from Vienna, to keep on foot an army 
of 20,000 men, to which if the imperial troops in the Netherlands were to be joined, 
there would be ar»ny of near 60,000 ready to fpread terror and defolaiion far and near. 
In former time^ a bifhop of Munder alone had it in his power to make Holland tremble. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Amjlcrdam. 

I HAD intended to go from Cologne to Holland by the Rhine, and promifed inyfelf 
great pleafure from the journey, but the Kii*g of Pruffia forbad the fport ; he fulFers no- 
body to go by water through the territory of Clevcs, in order not to hurt his polls by 
land, which are formed. You are obliged to take the polls on the frontiers, or at lealt 
to pay certain taxes, if you have a carriage of your own. “ 'I his,” laid 1 to I'ome failors 
of Rotterdam who told me of it, “ this,” faid I, “ is againlt the law of nature, againlt 
the law of nations, againlt the law of hofpitality, and againlt all the laws in the world.” 
“ We have known that,” anfwered they, “ long ago.” 

As being prevented from going by water, I determined to fee as much of the country 
as was poflible by land, and for this purpofe partly oii horfeback, partly on foot, and 
partly in the carriages of the country, 1 wandered over the feveral parts or Wellphalia 
belonging to the King of Prullia and the elector Palatine, entirely indiflerent; where the 
vilit fhall carry me, and following only the direction of my nofe. 

'rhe reward however was well worth the trouble I took for it, for the degree of cul- 
tivation and riches far exceeded alUdeas I had formed of them, and quite altonilhed me. 
All the cities and villages abounded in tradefpeople^ Muhlheim, Libcrfeld, Solingen, 
Horit, Ham, Duifbiirg, Meurs, Wcfel, Cleve, and fonae other cities have capital innnu- 
fadures in them. They make a great number of linens and weoollens, fupply almoll all 
the country of the Upper Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with white threads : they have 
befidts irianufadures of handkerchiefs, filks, and cottons ; they prepare ftcel and iroa 
at Solingen, better than in atiy other part of Europe, England alone excepted. Their 
commerce extends all over the Netherlands, part of Franconia, and the whole empire. 

This wonderful iudulfry, united to the natural fertility of the country, renders this 
one of the richelt, and molt remarkable parts of Germany ; a gentle aduunillration,. 
and a fecuritv againft defpotifm, derived from the ftates of the country,, contribute not a 
little to the happinefs which obtains. The inhabitants are cheerful, hofpitable, and welt 
mannered ; they may be quoted as a new initance to be added to the numberlefs ones 
I have already given, of the little influence which religion, has over the civil, condition of 
men, when not attended with other local circumftanees. Though the protefliants in this 
circle are far from being fo enlightened,, or fo tolerant, as thofe of their perfualions in 
other coiintries, and though they are much more addicted to feiifual enjoyments than 
their brethren of other places, they are, notwithftanding, the raoft indullrious people,, 
and the beft fubjefts that can bo found j nor does the bigotry of the catholics hurt the 
manufadure and agriculture of the country, their education only direfting it to fuch ob-- 
jeds, as have no connexion with manners, or civil lociety. Every thing therefore in 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidft the which men grow up. When once in- 
dullry is habitual to a people, the molt abje£t fuperflitions will have no inHuencc on 
their temporal felicity ; the prielts themfelves will render their ferrnons conformable to 
the manners of the country, nor will the monkilh tbeorifts themfelves be able to overturn^ 
them- There are as many legends in this country., as in Cologne, nor are the people 
iefs fond of ppocelfions and pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely more indullrious, 
more frugal, and more wealthy than at Cologne, k is neither therefore the fault of the . 
religion, or fuperlUtion, but of the government alone, that the people of Cologne are 
fo debauched, and that the prielts of the place openly recommend debauchery, as a loofe 
education has made their religion prejudical to them. The corporation fyltem, which 
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more aflivity and clevemefs would have made a blelfing to the country, is become the 
curfe of it. In a word, police, government, and executive judice are fubjeft under a 
weak adminiftration to the fame abufes as government, nor is it the religion itfclf, but 
the abufes of it, which make it ever prejudicial to the date. 

The upper part of Weftphalia, which lies at a greater didance from the Rhine, is not 
fo well cultivated, and by nature much Icfs produftive, than the country I am now 
fpeaking of : it is occupied by many heaths, and morad’es, which for the mod part pro- 
duce only turf, and in the better places dyers wood. Some parts of the country, fuch 
as part of the dutchy of Mindcn, and marquifate of Tecklcuburg, are remarkably well 
peopled, but this is compenfated by the driking depopulation of fome others j many 
parts for indance, of the bidiopricks of Munder, Ofnaburg, and Paderborn, the mar- 
' quifate of Beithlein, and fome domains in the eleftorate of Hanover. With all this, 
this part of Wedphalia is the proper country of hemp and dax, which are fome of the 
riched produfts of this country. The greated part of the hemp and flax, which is ma- 
nufadured in the parts of Wedphalia about the Rhine, Holland, the Audrian Nether- 
lands, and the French Netherlands, comes from this part of the country. Beddes this, 
there is a great part exported raw to Etigland, Spain, Portugal, and America. Though 
thefe productions are found in great plenty in the other parts of Germany, particularly 
in the electorate of Hanover, the circle of Lower Saxony, Hefle, Waldeck, and Fulde, 

1 quedion much, whether all the flax and hemp of the other parts of Germany, taken 
together, are equivalent to the quantity found here. According to the edimate of an 
intelligent friend of mine who lives at Munder, the annual exports of raw and fpun 
flax and hemp, out of the Angle circle of Wedphalia, amount to 5,000,000 of Uheniih 
guilders. I do not take into this account, the numerous manufactories of thefe materials, 
which are confumed in the parts of the circle of Wedphalia, about the Rhine. All the 
flax and hemp, raw and worked, exported out of all Wedphalia, taken together, mud 
at lead be edimated at 7,000,000 of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.— -The fined flax and 
hemp grows in the territoiy of Bielefed and Kerood. It .Imod refembles filk. 

When you go out of Wedphalia, and enter the territory of Holland, it appears to you 
as going out of a pig-dy into a fine garden. The country round Nimeguen efpecially 
is a driking contrad to what you fee in Wedphalia. 1 diall fay nothing to you of the 
magnificence, fymmetry, and cleanlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the numerous and 
expenfive canals, the Tides of which are for the mod part planted with fine rows of 
trees, nor of the numerous gardens. There are deferiptions of all thefe things in abun- 
dance. This magnificence, however, and regularity is tirefome in the end. I at lead 
cannot dand the tedious uniformity of this country and its inhabitants. All the cities, 
villages, roads, and canals, are fo fimilar, that they appear copies of the felf-fame indi- 
vidual picture. The country indeed is only made to take a walk through ; and, with- 
out bufinefs, no man of tade will day in it long. With refpeCt to real value alfo, it is 
only a fragged out beggar parading about in a rich gown which he has dolen. The 
Palatinatu, which is not more than one-fifth of Holland, is of infinitely more natural 
value. 

The inhabitants, likewife, taken in general, are only well drefled beggars ; their 
riches do not belong to them, for they enjoy them not ; they are only the guardians of 
their money. When you are invited to dinner by a man of middling rank, the magni- 
ficence of the diflies, the cleanlinefs of the room you dine in, and the expenfiveneis of the 
furniture, make you expeCf a princely meal ; but when diflies ai:e fet on, you find no 
more, nor lefs, than you would have at the table of a good Wedphalia peafaut. All the 
merchants pals the whole week in their counting-houl^, where they gorge themfelves 
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with tea. They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo entirely taken up with their 
fpeculations, that you may pufh their guts out alraoft without difturbing them. On 
Saturdays they go to their expenfive gardens, where they ipend the whole of the Sun- 
day, and enjoy themfelves juft as they do in their counting-houfes. 1 had occafton to 
vifit one of them in his garden ; he was taken up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad 
for his fupper. Another (hut himfelf up, and fpent the whole Sunday in killing flies in 
his fuinmer-houfc. Thefe, and fmoking tobacco, are their common amufements in 
their hours of recreation. When they are in company, they fit as if they were pinned 
to their chairs, gape at each other, and every quarter of an hour converfe on the news of 
the day, which, of all the news publifhed in Europe, is the moft piteous. This is the 
quinteffeuce of politircil nonfenfe ; and their ecclefiafticks, who, to the ihame of the refor- 
mation, are greater monks than the German capuchins, will give you the quinteflence 
of fpiriiuaL Were it not for the ftrangers, efpecially the officers, and fome of the 
nobility who have been polifhed by their voyages, there would not be a tolerable fociety 
to be met with throughout all Holland. 

Their government, and police, is as extraordinary as the country and every thing 
bears a lint of the inconverfible melancholy and niggardly humour of the natives. 
It is received as a common opinion here, that no difti of fim, which you know is the 
molt ordinary produce of the country, is brought to table, which has not been paid for 
once to the feller, and fix times to the ftate. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which re- 
volts at every idea of facrifice to the public good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe 
heavy imports upon the firrt neceflaries of life. It is thefe heavy charges, as well as the 
artonifliing tranquillity of the inhabitants, which are the caufes of the miferable living of 
this country. 1 will only give you one fpecimen of their police, which is extraordinary 
enough. A rtranger, who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of the country, 
happens to fend his fervant to a wine-merchant to buy a bottle of wine ; the merchant 
gives it the man, without telling him a word of his danger ; the fervant carries the bot- 
tle home in his open hand ; he is met by a conrtable, and afked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without difficulty ; but no fooner has he done fo, than he is ar- 
refted, and, in due procefs of time, tried, and banilhed the country. Thus the poor 
fervant alone fufiers, and neither the mafter who fent him, nor the merchant who fold 
the wine in retail, which, according to law, ought only to have been done by thofe wh» 
keep taverns, are at all puniflied. 


LETTER LXX. 

Amjierdam, 

THIS, dear brother, according to the generally received opinion, frogs-ftolen coun* 
try is originally nothing more than fand, brought down by the Rhine from Switzerland, 
and the upper parts of Germany ; and fea mud, which the north and wert winds hav^ 
caufed the waves to bring up. I'here is in no part of it any folid earth ; and as early 
as on the borders of the duchy of Clevcs, you find the mofi evident marks of this coun- 
try’s having been formed like the Egyptian Delta, with this difference only, that the 
Nile yields a mort fruitful foil ; whereas the Rhine carries noticing with it but a hard 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have been formed in like manner <by the Scheld,' 
the Maefe, and fome other rivers : there are notorious proofs of this* At a great dif- 
tance from the coart, in Flanders, -you find under the good earth, dry fand, and under 
this again, large layers of good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns depofited 
their fands and their mud. The whole coart of Germany is of the lame kind, as iar as 
vQi. VI. o o the 
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the Elbe ; throughout all this diftrid there is no folid ground ; and as to the rocks and 
hills, nobody thinks of them. 

The fea forms boundaries to herfelf, which flic never pafles, but in cafes of extreme 
ncceflity. Her playful waves have made the downs which reach from Calais to the 
Texel, and which proted the land, which is in fome cafe lower than the horizontal fur- 
face of the fea, from her dcvaftations ; but, when a north or north-weft wind turns her 
from her natural good humour, into a fit of anger, flie overthrows in an inftant, what, 
with the help of the neighbouring rivers, flie has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, which reaches from Amfterdam to the 
Texel, was ftill folid land, watered to the eaft by the Yffcl, and to the weft, as fome 
imagine, by the Rhine. In fome tempeft, the fea demoliflied tlie downs, which extend 
from the northern coaft of Friezeland, to the country of the Texel j the rivers, in the 
mean time, having extended their mouths in the fand, which was their works, there 
came at length an extraordinary flood, which raifed the rivers, and united with them to 
deftroy the whole country. Since that time, but particularly fince the independance of 
the country, it has been the conftant care to re-unite thefe fmall ftrips of land, which 
the flood left behind it, with the folid land. Thefe ftrips are commonly only fand banks, 
fome of which have been fenced with dykes, and joined to North Holland ; others are 
embanking every day, as every ftrip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of infinite value 
to the inhabitants. A fimilar procefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Eaft 
Friezeland, by the mouth of the Ems. The great bay of Dollar was originally formcil 
by a powerful flood, fince which, a great part of the fea fwamp has been dammed in, 
and wonderfully cultivated. But as faft as they recover land on one fide, the ica re- 
venges itfelf by fpreading on tiie other. The fea of Haerlem grows wider every day, 
and threatens to break the dykes betwixt Leyden and Haerlem, and make a perfect 
tfland of North Holland. In the laft century the fea demoliflied a great part of the 
ifland in which Dordrecht is fituated, and fixty thoufand men perilhed by this acci- 
dent. 

Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of the Republic, flie is ftill a more formi- 
dable enemy to the iflands which cbnftitute the province of Zeeland ; but what flie 
executes on the continent by violent ftorms, flie undertakes here by craft and cunning : 
moft of thefe iflands arc lower than the furface of the fea ; the inhabitants have in con- 
fequence attempted to fecure themfelves by very espenfive dykes ; thefe dykes confift 
of large trees, which are joined together with large needles to prevent the kakcrlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining them, and wafliing the earth away from them by 
degrees ; in many places they are already quite naked. This compels the inhabitants 
to build other walls behind their dams, which, expecting the fame fate, mull in time 
leave the whole at the mercy of their enemy. 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the country in a better fituation. The ter- 
ritories about Nimeguen and Arnheim, the moft beautiful and moft fruitful in all Hol- 
land, will in time be fubdued by the Rhine. As it depofits imnienfe fand banks in the 
middle of the country, in time it will be reftrained by them in its courfe, and compelled 
to open itfelf new ways. In many diftrifts about Betuve, the fand is already fo high, 
that at every fwell the»river is driven with a terrible hurricane to the oppofite fliore ; 
this vnll happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new bed, and covered with its waters all 
that, is now ploughed land, or the fite of villages and hamlets. — Rhenus ejl ubi 
Troja fmt — The many canals which have been made to receive part of the waters of 
thrfe rivers, are by no means fuflicient to break their force. Their fand, particularly 
that of the Maefe, accumulates at their mouths and ftops them up j nor does the di- 
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vifion of the waters ferve for any other purpofe, than to compel them the more, in pro- 
cefs of time, to overflow the middle of the country, for want of having fufflcient (Irength 
to maintain their old mouths. 

Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings of turf, entirely divelt this country, which 
is the fport of the Rhine, the Maefe, and the Tea, of all fecurity. In the direfl line 
betwixt Rotterdam and Amfterdam, there is dyke upon dyke ; all thefe hollows have 
been occafioned by the digging' of the turf ; molt of tnem are fo deep, that it is impof« 
fible to draw the waters of them into the canals, which are on a level with the furface 
of the fea. What a ruin will take place, if once the waters of the neighbouring rivers 
break in upon them, or endeavour to open a way through them ! In fliort, no Dutch* 
man can proniife his children a durable habitation, faveonly the inhabitants of Guelder* 
land, which is nothing but fund, and thofeof Over-Yflel and Drenthe, countries which 
are almofl nothing but morafles and heaths, and throughout the habitations of colds, ca- 
tarrhs, and fevers. 

Turn we our eyes from the phyfical fituation of the country to its prefent political 
one, which is much worfe. 

Many fuperflcial writers of the hiflory of Holland have obferved, that the republic was 
too young, and its conflitution not fufliciently firm and folid ; but this opinion has been 
controverted by a whole herd of Dutch writers, who have brought the brilliant parts of 
their hiftory to fhew, how little their conflitution had flood in the way of their united 
exertions. The event, however, has contradifled all the nonfenfe hitherto written on 
the fubjefl:. The brilliant aftions performed by the anceflors of thefe men, were, in 
part, the efled of a patriotic enthuflafm, which neither is, nor, by the nature of things, 
can be, of long duration in a republic entirely commerdal, and partly arofe from the 
benevolent and perfonal influence of a demi-god of the houfe of NalTau. Their opera- 
tions were never the refult of a folid conflitution, which keeps bodies in a regular de- 
gree of heat, and makes them afl with uniformity and alacrity. Even in the courfe of 
the war, in which the republic figured amongft the firfl powers of Europe, it frequently 
experienced, that the different members of the body were not well compared and con- 
nected together. 

The enthufiafm of the inhabitants, the preflure of circumflances, and the allonifhing 
activity of fome princes of Holland, could do wonders, and raife the republic above it- 
lelf, fo long as the other powers of. Europe were not entirely formed, and did not know 
the whole of their flrength ; but fince thefe times, the latter have taken uncommonly 
large (Irides, and the republic has gone back, as it muff continue to do, for want of a 
fufficient degree of internal flrength. In thofe wars, in which the force of the repub- 
lic fhone fo bright at fea, there was no naval power of Europe which poffelTed above 
thirty fhips of the line ; the greateff force the Englifh could oppofe, confilled of twenty, 
and in the moff bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, there were hardly ever 
more than twelve or fixteen on a fide ; the fleets were, for the moff part, made up of 
frigates, and other leffer craft. 

Thefe times are now long gone by ; Great Britain has a hundred and four fhips of 
the line, befides frigates. If by exorbitant taxes, the republic could even build a for- 
midable navy, it would be impoffible for it ever to man them. According to the lifts 
of the admiralty, there are to be fixty fhips of the line, with a proportionable number of 
frigates, ready for^the fervice of the enfuing year j but at this very moment, that they 
have but fixteen iKips, there is a cry for failors in every corner. The pay j it is true, has 
been doubled, and projeCls have been given in to make ufe of part of the land troops in 
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the fea fsrvice ; go, however, where you will, you meet with nothing but failors, who 
exprefs their abhorrence "and deteftation of the fervice. 

Far from its being able to Ihineas a firft-rate power, it will benecelTary for the repub- 
lic to exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even amongft the fecond order of naval 
powers in Europe. In order to do this, the inhabitants -muft become patriotic enough 
to contribute largely, even in time of peace, to the neceffities of the ftate, which is as 
poor as they are rich. The India Company, whofe adminiftration is ftill more miferable 
than that of the Englilh, and which, incredible as it is, is loaded with debt by the rob- 
bery of its fervants, and the intereftednefs of the proprietor, mull: be entirely fuppreffedi 
and its poffelHons governed by the republic ; the land troops, a miferable jell upon 
armies, and of which the Swils and Dutch alone defcrve the name of foldiers, mult be 
entirely dilbanded, and their immenfe pay employed in the fervice of the navy. When 
all this is done, poffibly the ftate may be in a lituation to keep up a conftant navy of fifty 
or fixty (hips of the line ; but in the prefent ftate of things, even if the fifty or fixty 
fhips ths^j are promifed could be got ready, the bell thing that c< ■old be done with them, 
would be to fell them direftly to the neighbouring power of Europe, which would give 
moft ; the republic itfelf has neither ftrength enough to keep them manned and in a 
ftate of fervice for a courfe of years, nor good will and power enough to preferve them 
at the end of the war j they muft of courfe rot again in a ftiort time. As the republic has 
made conquefts abroad, the defence of which, in the prefent times, far furpafles her 
power, Ihehasthe good will and jealoufy of her neighbours to thank for ftill continuing 
in pofleftlon of them. 

But fmaU as the refources of the republic appear to be, when confidered with regard tu 
the prefent political fyftem of Europe, the conftitution of the country does not allow her 
to make all the ufe of them they might be put to» Not only abroad, but in Holland it- 
felf, the republic pafTes for a confederacy of feven, or, taking in the country of Drenthe, 
of eight fovercigns. Nothing can be falfer than this eftimate ; there are a greater num- 
ber of independent ftates in Holland than in Switzerland, or the w hole German empire-; 
and whatever appearances may fpeak the contrary, the bend of union is much ftronger 
in thefe laft countries than it is in Holland. Every city, every country of this republic 
is a free ftate ; the members of every province fliould indeed be only the reprefentatives 
of the ftates of a country, as they formerly were ; but they are in fail become true 
ftates, according to their titles. The States General are no reprefentatives of feven or 
eight fovereigns, but only the refults of the deliberations of many ftates, which are 
united by a fpecial bond, and call themfelves a province. The cities of Amfterdaro, 
Rotterdam, Leyden, and many others, have, during this war, not only very frequently 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with the other ftates of the province, they have 
erefted as a khtd of congrejs, but have behaved as if they were in every refpeft inde- 
pendent ; I fay, as a kina ef congrefs^ for that they, are no fuperior tribunal, but only 
the members of a congrefs, who, in particular cafes, polfefs thd bigheft authority, is evi- 
dent from feveral affairs having been removed from this judicature to the particular 
ones of each city. All the tribunals of Holland muft be looked upon as congreffes of 
different fov^dgns, who can difunite at pleafure. Even the council of wtu*, pre-emi- 
nent and important as it is, is of the fame kind. The diftri^ls of Oftergo, Weftergo, 
the Seven Woods in Friefland, &c. although onlyprraeriy bailiwicks, are at this inftant 
occupied in feparating entirely from the provincial afiembly, and ereding their own tri- 
bunals, en dernier refort ^ among themfelves. In feveral reprefentations which they 
have made to the Stadtholder in their own names, and without the panicipation or ad- 
vice 
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vice of the other flares of the country they directly call thenifclves fovereigns. Theaf- 
feiublics of the States General themfelves are nothing lefs than a body reprefenting one. 
independent hn’creign. 'I'he members of it, though conflantly together, are no more, 
than ambaffadors for the moment, who- muft inform their n-fpeftive provinces of 
every event that falls out, and direct their deliberations by the wil'dom of the multitude, 
in thefe. 

Immenfe as the anarchy appears in the contexture of the wholes it is ftill greater in 
each Angle ftate and diiirid. There the coHilion of oppofite interefls,, the variety of 
I'pirits and humours, and the clownifh ftupidity of the common burghers, allow the de* 
inagogucs to make their advantage of every thing that fulls out. Each particular go* 
vernment is the theatre of ever-contending faftions, the heads of which have no thought 
whatever but of their own private interefl. 'J'his war has furnifhed innumerable in*- 
ilances of protection afl'orded by fadlion to the greatefl criminals. Here, in Amflcrdam, 
there are four or five houfes, who can do cxadly what they plcafe whilft the public is 
deluded by falfe newsj venaf journaiifts, and every fpecies of political deception. In 
proportion as the one ci(y gets more from England, or the other more from France, 
they become entirely French or Englifli, without any attention whatever to the well- 
being of the whole. The interefl of thefe cities which fubfiil by navigation is altogether 
different from that of thofe on the main land, which depend only on agriculture. and iu- 
duflry. As the nobility look entirely to the Stadtholder for advancement,. for the fame 
realbn the burghers are conflantly united againfl him, and fo the war betwixt them is 
undlefs. The confcioufnd's of the difadvantages which the flate mufl fulfer from thefe 
controverfies, in cafes where concord and adlivity are necefl'ary, . are thereafons why the 
Dutch have never been able to do without the Stadtholderfhip, as they have frequeiuly 
wifhed to do ; but though they have got it, the evil genius of the republic has alvi^ays 
contrived to render it of no ufe in thofe very cafes where it was calcubted to do the 
mofl good. As in time of war the fpirits of men are moft heated, and people are apt 
to fee things in the falfe lights in which their own pailions or the glofs of faftion repre- 
fentthem-;- it has alwa^^s- happened, that the time pitched upon to curb the power ujf the 
Stadtholder, has been that in which alone the extenfion of the dictatorial power might' 
have been of lervice to the country ; the confequence is, that the republic bears all the 
burthen, without enjoying any of the .conveniences of the ofiice. It is abfolutcly ridi- 
culous to hear and to read all the reproaches which are made to the Stadtholderate, . 
entirely arifing from fooiiflt fufpicions, or the falfe reports of interefled demagogues. 
"Were the people cool enough to fee things in the right point of view^, there are feveral 
phyfical and moral confiderations fully, fuflicient to make them, eafy,. exclufive of the 
perfonal qualities of the prefent Stadtholder,. At one time he is. reproached with his le- 
cret underllanding with the court of St. James’s ; at another, they.fuppofe that he wants- 
the abfolute dominion over his tountry. It is certain, that the Prince wilhes to be 
-upon good terms with England ; but he is not. therefore a traitor to the country front'. 
which he derives the greateil part of his fiipport: bis wilhes iu this refpefl were fuch< 
as the bell interefls of the republic diflated, and his objefl-wasto put it in a fituation tO ' 
preferve thcneutr-ality ; but the people were deaf to all his reprelentations,. and he has- 
been compelled to- expiate the fins of others-; the confeqnences of which he would, had - 
it been polfible, have prevented. Long before the breach, he reprefented to the States 
General the urgenp neceffity there was for them to increafe their forces by.fea and lan’d ; . 
but his remonftrances were vain, and the only.efFe^l produced by them/has been, that' 
now ilUdifpofed perfons revenge themfelves on him and the Duke of Brunfwick, who 
has done the ungrateful republicTpedsl-fervice, for the geiod advice they gave. They 
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are the martyrs of truth— 'and by what means can the prince poflefs himfelf of the go- 
vernment of the republic? With twenty-eight ilioufanJ of the wretchedell foldiers in 
the world, who, if you except the nine thoufand Swifs and Germans, are not equal to 
the taking of Amflerdani, And fuppofing him to get all Holland, what would he be 
the better for it when he had done ? France, England, and even the Dutch Eaft-lndia 
company, would take care to prevent him from poll'etling himfelf of any part of the fo- 
I’eigii dominions. The rich, too, would leave a land in which there was no longer any 
liberty, according to their notions of it, and betake themfelyes to England or America ; 
the arts and induftry would of courfefoon follow, and the prince would not have enough 
left to defend himfelf againft the fea, the rivers, and the frogs. 

The jealoufy which the natives entertain for the numerous German princes and nobles, 
which wez"e employed by the Prince and his right hand, the Dulce of Brunfwick, in the 
army, contributed much, no doubt, to leflen his authority ; but without thefe ftrangers 
the land fervice could not have been put upon a refpedfable footing. As to the natives, 
the fadfions w'hich eternally fublill among them ftand in the way of all fubordination, re- 
gularity, and military difeipline ; every Itripling belonging to a demagogue of Amfter- 
dam or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a particle of the lovereignty : it would furnifli 
endlels food for fatire, to recount how many irregularities in the fervice arife from this 
fingle caufe.— -Even on the Swifs, who are fo averfe to any kind of nobility, this treatment 
of the Prince and the Duke has had no good cffedl. ^ . 

The evil, however, which really undermines the Stadtholderffiip, lies much deeper. 
It is the fame which brought Charles to the block and Cromwell to the protedforate ; 
which raifed the Whigs, and was fo long the objedt of Swift’s fatire. It is generally 
iiiiagined, that it was the American revolution which raifed the republican fpirit which 
lb I'uddenly poffelTed the Dutch ; but it had long been in them, and only llept till 
awakened by the prefent war. The reformed, whofe opinions are fo favourable to de- 
mocracy, and the Memnonites, who publicly preach the equality of mankind, but treat 
all who Hand in their way without pity, are the real inlfruments which opprefs the 
Siadtholder. Thefe enthufiafts are without comparifon the richeft people in the repub- 
lie } they are alfo the moft numerous part of the inhabitants of fome of the greateft ci- 
ties, for inftaiice, of Haerlem. The Aims which thefe advocates for the natural equality 
of mankind have lent out for many years paft at fix, eight, and- even ten per cent, to 
the poor nobility, have made the latter entirely dependant upon them. 1 he confequence 
of this is, that though their religious opinions will not allow them to take any part in 
the government of the ftate, their fecret influence is inexpreflibly great. Thefe hypo- 
crites, who confider it as a fin to wear metal buckles or buttons, but will ufe every fpe- 
cies of raeannefs to fill their purfes with the ducats of honed men, have ufurped luch a 
power, as to threaten the very near downfall of the Stadtholder, the only bond of union 
which fubfifts in the republic. The heads of the Dutch mob are filled with every kind 
of nonfenfe which thefe pretended faints can fuggell.— As they'kne w that the Stadtholder 
was too forgiving, too good-hearted, and, if the truth be told, had- too little experience 
to make head againft' a mob himfelf ; the firft thing they did was to procure the banifli- 
ment of the acute, determined, and ftubborn Duke of Brunfwick. His ruin was the 
prelude to the ruin of the Stadtholder, whom nothing can polTibly fave but a fpeedy 
peace, which will reduce thefe republicans to their former inaaivity. 

It is enough ; this war has (hewn the republic to Europe in all her nakednefs j it has 
been made evident, that (he has no folid conftitution, nor, as the reft of the European 
powers now ftand, ftrength enough to make her relpe£lable as a friend, or formidable as 
an enemy. For four-fcore years (he was entirely forgot. During this peripd, the ava- 
rice 
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rice of individuals ftifled every idea, both of her former power and the public good. 
Her neighbours, in the mean time, acquired great ftrength ; at length the Engliih 
gave lier a kick on the breech, and waked her out of her fleep : when fhe liad opened 
her eyes and Iccn how far (he was gone backwards, (he ftrove to naako amends for her 
negligence ; but all her efforts were little better than grimaces, and only expofed her to 
thederifion of the world. 


LETTER LXXI. 


Ojlend. 

SINCE this town has been made a free port, the trade of it has very much increaf* 
ed ; it is, however, much to be feared, that after the war it will relapfe into its former 
infignificancy. All the Englilh, who are here, cry out on the dangerous entrance into 
the haven, by (tormy north north-weft and wefterly winds, the narrow bafon, and the 
want of many other convenicncies. 

The fituation of Antwerp would liavc been much more advantageous for the ad- 
vancement of trade, but the Dutch have locked up the mouth of the Scheld. Their 
forts not only govern tlie river, as they fliould do according to treaty, but they have 
literally ftopped up the mouth of it. Sunken (hips filled with ftones, immenfe dykes of 
(lone, palliliidoes, and other things of the kind, barely leave room enough for fmall 
boats to go by. Twenty millions of guilders would not be enough, in twenty years, to 
remove the impediments which the Dutch have laid in the way of the trade of 
Antw'crp. 

There is no want of gold in Brabant and Flanders. Antwerp, Bruffels, Ghent, and 
Bi •uges, arc ftill filled with the treafures which were amaffed, when ihefe towns were 
what England and Holland now are. The burgeffes of thefe cities have a (liarc in all 
the great undertakings, and loans of the neighbouring nations. Their commerce of 
exchange is immenfe, probably infurance is not fo fafe among the Dutch themfelvcs as 
it is here. Antwerp is one of the mod famous places of infurance in the world. — In 
the laft Bavarian war, the court' of Vienna, having determined to raife a loan in thefe 
countries, were aftonilhcd at the quicknefs with which the money was raifed ; but the 
inhabitants of Ghent and Antwerp let the regency know, that if there was occafion for 
three or four times as much, it would be as eafily procured. Ever fince that time the 
court feems to know the value of its poffeflions in the Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding this, the induftry in thefe countries is upon the whole very different 
from what it was. The heirs of thofe treafures, which were accumulated between the 
twelfth and fixteenth centuries, endeavour to make money of them in the cafieft way j 
nor is their way of living calculated to improve them to the utmoft. They arc the 
moft extraordinary compound of flotiTfulnefs and induftry, ftupidity and acutenefs^ 
afliivity and covvardlinefs, goodnefs of heart and treachery, that can well be conceived. 
AnEngliff.man once laid of them, ** They have the impudence of the French, without 
their pleafantry ; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards, w’ithout their fenfe of honour ; 
the ferocity and harfhnefs of the Dutch, without their pundluality ; the debauchery of 
the Germans, without their integrity ; and as to their bodies, they are blocks, from 
which the carver attempted to make Englilhmen, but could not cut them out.” The 
pifture is in general, juft, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands are an affemblage of 
all thefe nations. — But what they are moft confpicuous for, is want of honour. You 
muft have agreements in writing in all the common tranfaclions of life. You are in 
danger of being firft overcharged, and then carried into a court of juftice by every 
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workman of whom you belpeak a piece of work, if you do not put down your agree- 
ment in black and white. 

With refpefl: to their bodies, they, and the Saxons, are the mofl: like the Germans 
deferibed by Tacitus .: their bodies are of a very unwieldy make, and ad impetum vahdn^ 
What, "too, Tacitus lays of the old Gennans, that they can bear neither hunger, nor 
third, nor heat, nor cold, nor yet any long work, is true of them. In the imperial 
armies they are accounted good partifans, but are never put to regular fervice wdthout 
extreme nec(>dity. They have an extreme abhorrence of difeipline, and look upon it as 
a fevere punilhment to be fubjeft to the rules of the fervicc. If their robberies and ma. 
raudings are not overlooked they do not lad a campaign. In fliort, ic is only in aftion 
that they Ihew themfelves at ad foldiers. 

Spain, Italy, and 'Portugal c.xeepted, there is no country fo overloaded with monks 
as the Aullrian Netherlands : there are in many towns forty or fifty convents ; feveral 
prelatures are worth aoo,ooo guilders, aocol. per ann. If you divide the income of 
the country into four parts, one will be found to belong to the prielihood, one to the 
nobility, one to the fovereign, and one to the people. The bigotry and intolerance of 
the inhabitants is beyond all defeription, and is a marvellous contrad to the corruption 
of their manners. 

The nobility of this country arc extremely rich, and live in a very high dyle. Bruf- 
fels is one of the ntod beautiful and mod brilliant cities in Europe. It has lod a great 
deal by the death of Prince ('.harles, who (pent 700,000 guilders a year in the city, and 
\vhofe lofs has .not been made up for, by the ceconomical Duke of Saxe-Tefehen. I 
have not feen any where a finer place than the large market-place of this city ; all the 
houfes in it arc built in a dylc and with a degree of magnificence that you hardly fee 
any where out oi Italy. You meet here with excellent company, who are not difficult 
of accefs to a Itrauger. I’here arc feveral clubs, after the manner of the Englifli, 
where you find the greated freedom and good humour. One of the bed of thele con- 
fids of the Duke of Arcnberg, Mr. Hopp, the Dutch minider, (a man in grnefal edeem 
on account of bus knowledge and good qualities) our minider, fome of the nobility of 
the place, and fome Englifh, No man can become a member but by ballot. The 
room in which they meet commands a very fine view of the public walks, on one fide 
of which it dands. The club meets twice a week ; a member has the privilege of in- 
troducing drangers, almod without any difficulty. Linguet was a member of this club. 
The fubfeription is four louis-d’ors each member, for five months ; for this they have 
9 fumptuous table ; the wine is paid for feparate. Ther-s are feveral other lelfer alTocia- 
tions of this kind in Brufl’cls ; nor have I met with a place in which this appendage of 
refined life and manners was better underdood than it is here. Since the Englifh have 
come fo much to Odend, and the court of Vienna has flattered them with the hopes of 
making a peace for them, every thing in Bruflels- is become Englifh ; they ride, play, 
hunt, and cat, a' /* /'ngloijey and all the- focieties are become iclubs. The town at lead 
has lod nothing by this. 

The Duke of Saxe-Tcfchen, the governor, lives very quietly with his wife ; he (hews 
hiinfelf not to be a lover of large companies or expence, nctwithdanding that he has an 
income of 4,000,000 imperial guilders, or 40,000!. per annum. The Archduchefs fel- 
«|om Ihews herfolf with the externals of imperial magnificence ; her principles on this 
point arc much the fame as thofe of her hulband ; her favourite amufement is hunting ; 
there are few perfons that are better hands at fhooting flying than /he is ; flie has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other fiders. Her hulband too does honour to the 
imperial court by his principles of government. 

5 


There 



ntssBEcic’a riiAvBis thaouoh gbbmakv. 

There is no provmce in the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auflm, the ftates 
of which have preferved a degree of refpe^ equal to that which thofe of the Nether* 
lanitit Hill poflels ; I imagine that it is the affluence in which the burgelTes live that 
has made them preferve fentiments of liberty, which you look for in vain in Hungary ; 
then their interefts have rendered nobility entirely dependant on the court j the want 
of large cities too muft have very much lightened the trouble of the imperial court, 
w;hen it found itfelf compelled to undermine the privileges of the ilates of Hungary, 
jiven in Lombardy, the power of the nobility proved a weak dam againft the power of 
the court. But this power the common burghers are at all times interefted in leflening, 
as they have more to give and lefs to expeft from the court than the other members of 
the ftate. The diftance of the imperial refidence, and the example of Holland, which 
the court of Vienna has perpetually before its eyes, will no doubt have contributed 
fometliing towards keeping up the old conilitution of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in this earth of ours. The revolution which 
made Holland a free commonwealth, broke out in the Auftrian Netherlands. Whillt 
every thing here was already in mption, the Dutch thought not in the lead of making 
themfelvcs free. Nor would they ever have been fo by their own exertions, as even in 
the earlied times of the republic they announced the flothfulnefs'which ftill renders them 
remarkable. It was only fuch a lingular genius as the Prince of Orange, who could 
have fccured them the freedom which they feemed to have no defire of for themfelves. 
But fee how matters have ended; religion took the prefent provinces of Auftria from 
an undertaking to which they, had firfi laid their bands, and now they are made ufe of 
to opprefs Holland. . What a contradidion ! 


LETTER LXIII. 

OJiendi 

TO-MORROW, brother, 1 Ihall fail for England ; but before I go, permit me to 
take one general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at lead one fifth larger than France. It contains about 
twelve thoufand fquare miles. The foil is different, in different parts. A great part of 
it however is produdive to a degree which, France and Italy only excepted, is not to be 
found in any other country in our part of the world. The immenfe maffes of rock in 
the fouthern parts of the circles of Audria and Bavaria, and the fands of the north, which 
almod comprehend the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Brandenburg, Pomerania, the 
Laufitz, and the north of Wedphalia, are not, it is true, capable of luch cultivation as 
the upper parts of Germany ; but this would be a great advantage if once the intereds 
of the whole were common. The mountains of the South contain almod every kind 
of metal in prodigious quantifies, and in the greated perfedion, and the fandy places of 
the North, together with-the bed wood for building mips, furniih hemp, flax, and wool, 
in great abundance. 

^hernia, Moravia, SUefia, the archduchy of Audria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries 
about the Rhine, the Audrian Netherlands, and thofe parts of the circle of Upper 
Saxony, which are not in the poffeflioh of the King, of Pruflia, produce com, cattle, 
wine, and all the firfi: neceflaries of life, in fuch plenty as not only to be fiiflicient for the 
i'upply of all Germany, but even for great exportations.— In a word, Germany is the 
only country in Europe, which is independent of all the world, for a fupply of all the 
neceflaries ami conveniences which a large and flourifliing date requires, or which a 
great power dands in need of for its defence. France, is deficient in wood, cattle, (par. 
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ticularly horfes) the mod neceifary metals, and linen ; and Ruffia is ob%ed to ui|iiorc 
wine) wood, horH^ for hardfervice, and various other articles j but Germany has 
every thing which thefe two very rich, and in many reTpe^ very dififerent countries 
produce, and a great fuperfiuity <x what they want beudes. 

The lad mentioned and bed pnmnces of Germany, contain about fix thonfirnd four 
hundred fquare miles. To judge of the population you mud reckon two thoufimd 
five hundred men for every Iquare mile $ at lead a varie^ of difierent eflamates agree 
in this ; and if Bavaria, Heflte, and fome other countries foil fomewhat below this od* 
eolation ; others, as Audria, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and different parts of the 
circle of Upper Saxony, go beyond it. This part of Germany contains alfo about fix- 
teen millions of inhabitants. 

The other part contains about five thoufand fix hundred fquare miles. It is difficult 
to edimate the population of this part. Some countries, as for indance Umier Audria, 
have two thouiand fouls in every fquare mile. Magdebuigh, Halberdadt, Min^, 
Brunfwick, Hildeihdm, and many others have two thoufand five hundred. Oto the odter 
hand, the Hanoverian dominions, Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenbui^, and many 
others, have not more than one thoufand men in every fquare mUe. It is my opinion 
that in order to edimate the population of this part of Gorman^, you mu4 reckon one 
thoufand feven hundred men, for every fquare mile, which will give mnemilfions five 
hundred thoufand for this part, and make the whole twenty-five millions five hundred 
thoufand. In lus treatife de la Litteratwre Almandct the King of Pruffia reckons 
twenty.fix millions for the whole country, an edimate which appears to me to come 
neared to the truth. The manifedo which the Emprels of Raffia prefeoted to the 
court of Vienna, on account of the lad didurbances about Bavaria, contains thefe re- 
markable words. ** It is the the bufinefs of all the powers of Europe tq fie that the 
balance of Germany be not didurbed, for if it be, the drength of the country and its 
fituation will enable it to didurb the peace of all Europe.” This is an undeniable 
truth ; France and Italy are the only countries which can vie with Germany in population.. 

This extenfive country has not yet nearly arrived at the degree of cultivation of which 
it is capable, not even at that of France. The peace of Hubertfburg, is the sera of 
its cultivation ; agriculture and indudry have been univerfal every fince that period.. 

Germany has taken much larger and quicker drides to cultivation than any other 
European power. It at once exert^ all its drength to fill up the gaps which had 
been made in it by the dedruflive war of thirty years. The very partitioa of the coun- 
try into fo many dates, prejudicial as it is to the exertion of Mwer for the purpofe of 
fordgn conqueds, has been of advantage to the internal cultivation. At mefent the 
fird princes in Germany contend with each other who fbaU make the beu improve- 
ments in the adminidration of jufiice, in education, and police, and vriio fhall do mod 
for the promotion of indudry and commerce, with as much eagemeft, as they for- 
merly contended who fhould be foremod in pomp and idle magnificence. No -where 
is there fo thorough a conviftion of the value of men and their different occupations,, 
and no where is there fo great a dir made to improve them for the advantage of the 
whole as in Germany. With refpeft to legiflation and the true intereds of a country, 
there has been a benevolent light fpread in mod parts of this empire, which does not 
only, as in France, point out the gaps, but encourages the princes and their fervants to 
fill them up. Without a doubt, Germany, as well u the red of Europe, is much in- 
debted to the King of Pruffia, the fird pra^cal philofopher, whd, in modem times, 
has beok feen on the throne. It -was he who began the glorious revolution, which 
has made fuch changes in Germany during the lad twenty yearP; ^ taught Ito neigh. 
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boript that theintereft of princes and their fuhje&s are the fame ; he began to take off 
theveil which was thrown over adminiftration ; finally, he fubdued the little t) rants 
amonglt and nofajlky^ on the fubftance of the citizen ami pca< 

fant. bis govi^m^nt may appe'ar to you fupcrficial obfervers, it is to this 

military and (he (ndtatitibs of it in other countries, that Germany is in* 

debted forll (tMce of tivAtty ypaiis, wMch ihe had not known for many centuries bc> 
fore, and hi thttcoorfe ofvriuen fte ftrft began to feel what ihc really was. Pcrfc£t legif* 
lation, without a doubt, is' the fummit of all human attainments; fhe alone can make 
us happy ; 'jlht aloneprodboes fociable mea, and eftimates the value of them ; and how 
proud ought not Germany to be of Frederick, Jofeph and Catharine, three legiflative 
geniufes eadwiig together at the fame period, the like to whom many centuries fd- 
dom prodijKd one* 

The peculiar turn of the Germans feems to be for philofophy ; (hey are diftinguifhed 
from all the natbns in Eutope, for cool and juft judgments, united with extreme in- 
duftry; they>ware the fit21;aj[ho threw a light on mathematics and general ^phy lies ; 
next they darted through theology, then hiftory, and finally legiilation, with the fame 
philolophieal f^t»-»-They trill do well to leave to other nations the prize of wit, for 
which they always contend m vain. 

If GemUm^ could' make itfelf one great people ; if it was united under one gover- 
nor ; if the Interefts of a fingle prince were not often in oppofitionto the good of the 
whole ; if all die members were fo well compared into one body, that the fuperfluous 
fap of the one Could drculate and invigorate the reft, what much greater fteps towards 
cultivation would the empire then make! But then Germany would give laws to alt 
Europe. How jpowerful, as things even now are, are the two houfes of Auftria and 
Brandenburg, tlUmreatnefi of wnme ftrength confifts in their German polTeilionsy and 
who yet nembr pQ4le& the half nor even the beft parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituatiem as that no burthenfome excife fhould opprefs the internal 
commerce thediilbrent provinces; no cuftoms Ihould prohibit exports all over 
the world fhi fuch a lituation as that the immenfe fums that it gives for outlandifh 
commodides, which itfelf can fumiih, ihould be fpared— or that it could become a na- 
val power, for which it has fuch ports and fuch plenty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous ooloides it fendp out to the reft of Europe :<-<onceive this-— 
what country in die worM could then with Germany ? 

The charS^ of tteft^uepoids for the raoH: part on their government. The charac- 
ter of the has in meral as little brilliancy in it as the conditution of the em- 

pire ; they hatne'wim of ^ tladonai j^e and patriodfm by whicti the Britons, Spa- 
niards, and our own couioliyilten are mitmg^ed, fond as their poets have been, for 
fome time ]iai|| of diefe gjoalhies to them. Their pride and patrioric fend, 

ments only to the part «X GUfmany in which they are bom ; to the rdl of their 

countrymen idiey w to egiy (bangers, nay, in feveral parts of Germany, 

they arc mttch fondbr of they am of their own countrymen. It is the 

fenfe of wtidtiMsfil thft potrem (d Germany which damps thear nadonal pride $ 
it is only bieffiat^ Gerpnmy cannot ufu Ha power tdtogether, and that other oaUons feel 
their ftrengih^that it hai Vten deft^ to the inhrintants odier countries, who yet 
have nothin»boift atovn. ^ ^ ^ among tbemfelves, or a ri- 

diculous pme.’ We fddom jtMgeof menflmn their innmr womb, fo much as from 
the external appeavanee th^ make in the worid. We ^Hmate the Ruffians, Englilh, 
&c. according to the idea we have taken up of the whole nadon ; and though the in- 

we a diridu^ 
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dividual may happen to be, as he often is;^ ten dmes more barbarous than a German, 
we give him credit for the ftime and worth of nis illuftrious countrymen. 

Though the charader of the Germans ^ not fo brilliant as that of other nations, ftilt 
it is not deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The German is the man of the world. 
He lives under every Iky, and conquers every natural obftacle to his happinefs. His in- 
duftry is inexhauftible. Poland, Hungary, RulHa, the Englifli and Dutch colonies, are 
much indebted to German emigrants. Even the firft ftates in Europe owe to Germany 
great part of their knowledge. ReAitude is alfo an almoft univerfal charaderiftic of 
the people of this country ; nor are the manners of the peafants and thofe of the inha- 
bitants of the lefler dries, by any means fo corrupt as thofe of France and other coun- 
tries ; it is owing to this, that, notwithftanding the great emigrations, the country is ftill 
fo well peopled. To conclude, frugality on tne fide of the Proteftants, and franknefs 
and goodheartedneft on the fide of the Catholics, are brilliant national chaifaderiftics* 
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TRAVELS IN DENMARK: 

By W. COXE*. 


Chaf. L— ^f/je Sbund.— Entrance into Denmark, — Elftmre,’—Toll of the Sound. 

—Cronborg Caflle and Palace.'— -Anecdote of Queen Matilda. — Hamlefs Garden.— 

Hi/lory of Hamlet from Saxo-GrammaticUs.— Copenhagen. — Ife of Amak, 

MARCH 22. We embarked at Helfingborg, and croffed the Sound, which fepa- 
rates Denmark from Sweden. The wind blew freih and was diredly contrary; but 
by tacking we reached Elfmore in an hour and a half : the dired diftance between 
the neared points of the two coads is about three miles. Midway we had a dne view 
of the oppofite fhores, with the towns of Helfingborg and Elfmore ; the former crowned 
by an ancient tower ; the latter didinguilhed by the palace of Cronborg, a lefs roman- 
tic, but no lefs beautiful objeft. The fhores of Sweden to the north of Helfingborg are 
deep and rocky ; but decreafc in height towards the fouth, and become low and flat. 
Thofe of Zealand confid partly of ridges of land, and partly of Hoping fhores covered 
with wood. 

Elfmore is a well-built town, and makes a better appearance than thofe to which we 
had lately been accudomed ; the houfes are of bnck. It was a fmall village, contain- 
ing a few fifhermen’s huts, until 1445, when it was made a daple town by Eric of Po- 
merania, who conferred on the new fettlers confiderable immunities, and built a cadle 
for their defence t* From that period it gradually increafed in fize and wealth, and is 
now, next to Copenhagen, the mod commercial place in Denmark. It contains five 
thoufmd inhabitants, among whom are a confiderable number of foreign merchants, 
and the confuls of the principal nations trading to the Balti^., 

'J he pafTage of the Sound is guarded by the fortrefs of Cronborg, which is fituated 
on the edge of a peninfular promontory, the neared point of land to the oppofite coaft 
of Sweden. It is drongly fortified towards the fliore by badions, and regular entrench- 
ments ; and towards the fea by feveral batteries, mounted with fixty cannon, the largeft; 
forty-eight pounders. Every vefTel in pafling lowers her top-fails, and pays a tou af 
Elfmore. It is generally aflerted that this fortrefs guards the Sound ; and that all 
fhips mud, on account of .fhoal waters and currents, deer fo near the batteries, as 
to be expofed to their fire, in cafe of refufal. This however is a midaken notion. On 
account, indeed, of numerous and oppofite currents in the Sound, the fafed paflage lies 
near the fortrefs ; but the water in any part is of fufikient depth for veflels to Jtkp at a 
didance from the batteries, and the larged fliips can even fail clofe to the coad of Swe-. 
den|. The condant dilcharge, however, of the toll, is not fo much owing to the 

* From his Travels inIPoland, &c. Fifth EditioD^ l8oa. 

*1* Mefieint Scandia Illuftrata> Lib. 111. p. 50. 

:}; Theafiertion was fully verified by the memorable paflage of the Britiih fleet^ with inconfiderable da* 
magCf ia March i8ri. 
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llrength of the fortrefs, as to a compliance with the jjpblic law of Europe. ^ Many dif- 
putes have arifen concerning the right which the crown of Denmark has to impofe this 
duty. The Kings of Sweden, in particular, claiming an equal title to the free paflage 
of the Strait, were for Ibme time exempted by treaty ; but in 1720, Frederic I. agreed, 
that Swediih veffels fliould be fubjed to the ufual imports. All veffels, befide a fmall 
duty, are rated at 1 1 per cent, of their cargoes, except the Englilli, French, Dutch, and 
Swediih, which pay only one per cent. *, in return, the crown takes the charge of con- 
ftrufting light-houl'es, and erecting fignals to mark the Ihoals and rocks, from the Cate- 
gate to the entrance of the Baltic. The tolls of the Sound, and of the two Belts, fupply 
an annual revenue of above loojoool. 

The palace of Cronborg, which (lands in the fortrefs, is a fquare Gothic building of 
’ fitee>ftone. From an infeription over the gate, it was begun by Frederic II., and has 
been rep^ed and augmented by fucceeding fovereigns. It contains nothing worthy of 
^particular defeription, excepting two good portraits of Frederic II. and Chrirtian IV., 
and feveral battle-pieces, reprelenting the wars of Chrirtian V. ^ 

In this palace was imprifoned the late unfortunate Queen Matilda; During her con* 
finement (he inhabited the governor’s apartment, and had permiflion to walk on the fide* 
batteries, or on the leads of the tower. She was uncertain of the fate that awaited her, 
and had great reafon to apprehend, that the party which occafioned her arrert meditated 
more violent meafures. When theEnglilh minirter* at Copenhagen brought an order 
for her enlargement, which he had obtained by his fpirited condud, llie was furprized 
with the unexpeded intelligence, inrtantly burrt into a flood of tears, embraced him in 
n tranlport of joy, and called him her deliverer. After a Ihort conference, he propofed 
that her majerty rtiould immediately embark on board a rtiip that was waiting to carry 
her from a kingdom in which (he had experienced fuch a train of misfortunes. But, 
however anxious rtie was to depart, one circumrtance checked the excels of her Joy : a 
few months before her imprifonment (he was delivered of a princefs, whom rtie mckled 
herfelf. 1 he rearing of this child had been her only comfort, and (he conceived a more 
than parental attachment to it, as the conftant companion of her mifery. The infant 
was artli&cd with the meafles ; and, having nurfed it with unceafing folicitude, (he was 
•delirous of continuing her attention and care. Thefe circumrtanccs had fo endeared the 
child to her, rendered more fufceptible of tendemefs in a prifon than- in a court, that 
when an order for detaining the young princefs was intimated, (he tertilied the rtrongert 
emotions of grief, and could not, for fome time, be prevailed on to bid a final adieu. 
At length, after bertowing repeated carertes on this darling objed: of her alfe^lion, ihe 
retired to the vertel in an agony of defpair, and remained on deck, her eyes fixed on the 
palace of Cronborg, w'hich contained her child, until darknefs intercepted the view. 
The veffel having made little way during night, at day-break file obferved with fond fa- 
t’s&£tion >that the palace was ftill vifible, and could riot be perfuaded to enter the cabin 
as long as (he could difeov^r the faitttert glimpfe of the battlenjcnts. Matilda afterwards 
redded at Zell, where (he died of a fcarlet fever. 

.Queen Matilda was naturally of a lively difpofition, until her misfortunes brought on 
a fettled ihglancholy. In fociety (he endeavoured to' diffemble her forrows, and alTume 
a cheerfuiners to which her heart was a rtranger. She became extremely fond of foli- 
tude ; and, when alone, indulged her grkf in the mod bitter lamentations. She re* 
tained, to her laft moments, the mod unaflFefled attachment to her children in Den* 
mark : with all the anxiety of a parent ihe made repeated enquiries ufter them, and was 

♦ Mr. aAerward* Sir Robert Murray Keith. 
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delighted with receiving the minuted accounts of their health, amufements, and educa* 
tion. Having obtained their portraits, fhe placed them in her mod retired apartment 
often apodrophized them as it prefent *, and addrefTed them in the tendered manner. 

Adjoining to the royal palace, which dands about half a mile from Cronborg, is a 
garden which curiolity led us to vifit ; it is^called Hamlet’s Garden, and is faid, by tra* 
dition, to be the very fpot where the murder of his father was perpetrated. ITie houfe 
is of modem date, and fituated at the foot of a fandy ridge near the fea ; the garden 
occupies the fide of the hill, and is laid out in terraces rifiag one above another. £1- 
finorc is the feene of Shakefpeare’s Hamlet ; and the origins hidoiv from which that 
divine bard derived the principal incidents of his plky is founded on rafts, but fo deeply 
buried in remote antiquity, as render it difficult to diferiminate truth from fable. Saxo> 
Grammaticus, who flourifhed in. the twelfth century^ is the earliefl hiftorian of Denmarl^ 
who relates the adventures of Hamlet. His account is extrafted, and much altered, by 
Belleforeft, a French author ; an Englifii traniladon of whofe romance was publifhed 
under the title of the ** Hiftorye of Hamblet t,” and from this tranllation Shakefpeare 
foraied the ground- work of his play, though with many alterations and additions. 

As Saxo-Grammaticus is an author whofe works are in the hands of but few perfons, 
and as I never met with an Englifh tranllation, it cannot be unacceptable to give a Ihort 
(ketch of Hamlet’s hiftory, as recorded in the Danifh Annals J, that the reader may 
compare the original charader with that delineated by Shakefpeare. 

Long before the introduflion of diriftianity into Denmark^ Horwendillus, prefed, or 
King of Jutland, was married to Geruthra, or Gertrude, daughter of Ruric King of 
Denmark, by whom he had a fon, called Amlettus, or Hamlet. Fengo murders his 
brother Ftorwendillus, marries Gertrude, and afeends the throne. Hamlet, to avoid 
his uncle’s jealoufy, counterfeits folly; and is reprefented as fuch an abhorrer of falfe- 
hood, that, though he conftantly frames the mod evafive and even abfurd anfwers, yet 
artfully contrives never to deviate from truth. Fengo, fufpefbing the reality of his mad- 
nefsj endeavours, by various methods §, to difeover the real date of his mind : amongd 
others, he departs from Elfinore, concerts a meeting between Hamlet and Gertrude, 
concluding that he would not withhold his fentiments from his own mother, and orders 

* I received this anecdote from a perfon at Zell, who had more than once overheard this affefUng ad.‘ 
drefs. 

f The only copy I ever faw of this work Is In the.llbrary of Trinity college, Cambridge, in the curious 
collcAIon relative to the School of Shakefpeare, given by the late Mr. Capell to that fociety . It is in black 
letter, entitled, the Hiftory of Hamblet; imprinted by Richard Bradocke for Thomas Pavier. — The heads 
of the chapters are given in Mn CapelPS pofthumons work, the School orShahefpeare, voL iii. p. pj; and 
afew extraAs in Malone’s Supplement to Jobnfou’s and Stevenfon’s Shakefpeare. 

:|! Sax, Gram. lib. iii. and iv. 

$ Among other attempts, Fengo ordered his companions to leave him in a retired fpot, and a young 
woman was placed in his way, with a view to extort from him a confeflion that his folly was counterfeited. 
Hamlet would have fallen into {he fnave, if a friend had not fecretly conveyed to him intelligence of tin's 
treachery : he carried the woman to a more fecret place, and'obtained her promife not to betray htm, which 
Ike readily gave, at flie had been brovgktnp with him from her infancy. Being alkcd, on liis return home; 
if he had indulged his pafllon, he anfwered in the affirmative ; but rendered himfelf not believed by the moft 
artful fubterftigcs, which, though true, ihemed evidently to mark a difordered underftanding, and by the 
pofitive denial of the woman, *' Upon this woman,” as Capell obferves, “ is grounded Shakefpeare’s 
Ophelia ; and his deliverance from this fnare by a IHend, fuggefted his Horatio:”— “ The rude outlines,” 
aS'Mri Malone remarks, ** of thofe chara Aers.” But in tnu- piece there are no traits of the chsraAer of 
Polonius : there is, indeed, a counfellor, and he places himfelf m the Queen’s chamber behind the arras ;* 
but this is the whole. The ghoft of the old Hamlet is lilcewlfe the offspring of our author’s creative ima^ 
gination.” See Cs^ell’s School ^ Shakefpeare vd, iu. p. 20 ; and Malone’s Supplenaicat, p. 353. 
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a courtier to coiKeal himfelf, unknown to both, for the puipofe of overbearing; their 
converfatioh. 

The courtier repairs to the Queen’s apartment, and hides hinaTelf unde;r a heap of 
A raw *. Hamlet, on entering the catunet, fufpe£ting the prefence of feme fpy, imitates, 
after his'ufual aifedation of lolly, the crowing of a'Cock, wd Aiaking his. arms like 
'wings, jumps! upon the heap of Araw, till feeling the courtier, he draws his fword, 
kills him, cuts the body to pieces, boils it, and gives it to the hogs. He then avows 
to his mother, that he only perfonated a fool ; reproaches her for her inceAuous mar- 
riage with the murderer of her huiband, and concludes his remonArances by faying, 
** InAead, therefore, of condoling my infanityj deplore your own infamy, and learn to 
lament the deformity of your own mind.** 

The Queen is filent, but is recalled to virtue by thefe admonitions. Fengo returns to 
Elfinore, fends Hamlet to England under the care of two courtiers, and requeAs the 
King, by a letter, to put him to death. .HamUt difeovers and alters the letter *, and on 
their arrival in England, the King orders the two courtiers to immediate execution, and 
betroths his daughter to Hamlet, who gives many aAoniAiing proofs, of a tranfeendent 
underAanding. 

At the end of the year he returns to Denmark, and alarms the court by his unexpect- 
ed appearance ; as a report of his death had been fpread, and preparations were making 
for his funeral. 

Having re-aAumed his affeCted infanity, he purpofely wounds his fingers in drawing 
his fword, which the by-Aanders immediately faAen to the fcabbard. He afterwards 
invites the principal nobles to an entertainment, makes them intoxicated, and in that 
Aate covers them with a large curtain, which he faAens to the ground with wooden 
pegs ; he then fets fire to the palace, and the nobles, enveloped in the curtain, perifh in 
the fames. During this tranfaClion he repairs to Fengo*8 apartnient, and taking the 
fword which lay by the fide of his bed, puts bis own in its place ; he inAantly awakens 
and informs him, that Hamlet is come to revenge the murder of his iatfier. Fengo 
Aarts from his bed, feizes the fword, but unable to draw it, falls by the hand of Hamlet. 
The next morning, when the populace were affembled to view the ruins of the palace, 
Hamlet fummons the remaining nobles, and in a maflerly fpeech, lays open the motives 
of his own condud; proves his uncle theafiafiin of his father, and concludes in the fol- 
lowing words : 

“ Tread upon the aflies of the monAer, who, polluting the wife of his murdered bro- 
ther, Joined inceA to parricide, and ruled over you with the moA oppreflive tyranny. 
Receive me as the miniAer of a juA revenge, as one who felt fur the fufierings of his 
father and his people. Confider me as the perfon who has purged the difgrace of his 
country, extinguiflied the infamy of his mother, freed you from the defpotifm of a inon* 

* Straw was formerly fpread over the floors as an article of luxury. 

t This part Hands thus in the Englifh account: ♦* The counjTellor entered fccretly into the Q^cene's 
chamber, and there hid himfelfe behind the arras, and long before the Qiieene and Hamlet came ttiither ; 
who being craftieand politique, asfoone as he was within the chamber, doubting fome treafon, and fearing, 
if he fhould fpeake fevercly and wifely to his mother, touching his fccrcl pradliccs, hec fliould be under- 
Hood and by that means intercepted, ufed his ordinary manner of dilHmulation, and began to come (r . crow) 
like a cocke. beating with his arms (in fuch manner as cockes ufed to Hrike with their wings,) upon the 
hangings of the chambers, whereby, feeling fomething llirring under them, he cried, a rat ! a rati and 
preU'ntTy drawing his fwordc, tbruft it into the hangings, which done, he pulled the counfellor (lialf deade) 
out by the heels, made an end of killing him, and being flain^ cut his body in pieces, which he caufed to 
be boiled, and then call it into an open vault or privie.” Malone’s Supplement, voL i. p. 357. 
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ftcr, whofe crimes, if he had lived, wouI 4 have daily increafed^ and terminated in your 
deftruftion. Acknowledge my fervices, and if I have deferved it, prefcnt me with the 
crown : behold in me the author of thefe advantages, no degenerate perfon, no parri- 
cide, but the rightful fucceflbr to the throne, and the pious avenger of a father’s mur- 
der. I have refeued you from flavery,'reftored you to liberty, and re-eftabliflied your 
glory; I have deilroyed a tyrant, and triumphed over an aflalfin. The recompenceis 
in your hands ; you can eftimate the value of my fervices, and in your virtue I reft my 
hopes of reward.” - This fpeech had the defired effefl ; the greater part of tlie aflem- 
bly fhed tears, and all who are prefent unanimoully proclaim him King amid repeated 
acclamations. 

Hamlet, foon after his elevation, fails to England, and orders a fhield to be made, on 
which the principal adions of his life are reprefented. The King receives him with 
feigned demonftrations of joy ; falfely aftures him that his daughter is dead, and recom- 
mends him to reptur to Scotland as his ambaiftidor, and pay his addrefles to Queen Her- 
metrudra. gives this inlidious advice with the hopes that Hamlet may perifh in the 
attempt ; as the Queen, who was remarkable for her chaftity and cruelty, had fuch 
an averfton to all propofals of marriage, that not one of her fuitors had efcaped falling 
a facrifice to her vengeance. Hamlet, in oppofition to all difficulties, performs the 
cmbaiTy, and by the affiftance of his Ihield, which infpires the lady with a favourable 
opinion of his wifdom and courage, obtains her in marriage, and returns with her to 
England. Informed, by the Princefs to whom he is betrothed, that her father medi- 
tates his alTaffination, Hamlet avoids his fate by wearing armour under his robe, puts to 
death the King of England, and fails to Denmark with his two wives, where her is foon 
afterwards killed in a combat with Vigletus, fon of Ruric. Hamlet, adds the hiftorian, 
was a Prince, who, if his good fortune had been equal to his deferts, would have rivalled 
the Gods in fplendour ; and in his actions would have exceeded even the labours of 
Hercules •. 

The diftance from Elfinore to Copenhagen is twenty miles ; our route lay occafion- 
ally by the fide of the fea, fometimes through fmall woods of beech and oak, and at 
other times'through an open country rifing into acclivities ; the foil is fandy, mixed with 
loam, well cultivated, and yields all forts of grain. The cottages are numerous and 
neat, built with brick, and many of them white-waihed. We had an excellent road, 
for which convenience we paid feveral tolls ; a tax from which we had been exempt- 
ed in Poland, Ruffia, and Sweden. We reached the metropolis towards the clofe of the 
evening. 

Copenhagen ftands on a fmall promontory on the eaftem coaft of the ifle of Zealand, 
in a fiat and marfiiy fituation. It formerly belonged to the bifliop of Rofldld, and was 
not diftinguilhed by the royal refidence until 1443, during the reign of Chriftopher of 
Bavaria ; fmee which period it has been gradually enlarged and beautified, and is be- 
come the capital of Denmark. 

The annual lift of births in Copenhagen being, on an average of feveral years, efli- 
mated at two thoufand eight hundred and thirty, and of deaths at two thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-five, we may eftimate the population at eighty thoufand fouls. 

Copenhagen is the beft-built city of the north, although excelled by Peterfburgh in 
fuperb edifices ; yet as it contains no w'ooden houfes, it does not difplay that ftriking 
contrail of meannefs and magnificence, but in general exhibits a more uniform appear- 
• 

* Hic Amicthiexitus fuit ; qui fi parem naturae atqiic fortunae indulgcntiam expertus fu!flct| aeqiiafTct 
fulgorc fupero* ; Hcrculca viVtutibus opera tranfeendiffet. 
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ance. The city is furrounded towards the lan^with ramparts and baftions, a wet ditch, 
and a few out-works ; the circumference meafures between four and five miles. The 
llrects are well paved, with a footway on each fide, whidi is narrow and inconve- 
nient. I’he greater i)art of the buildings are of brick, and a few of frec-ltone brought 
from Germany : the houies of the nobility are in general fplendid, and conftrucled in 
the Italian Itylc of architedture. 

The royal palace is a magnificent pile of hewn ftone, the wings and ftables of brick 
ftuceped. It was built by Chrillian the Sixth in feven years, as the infeription informed 
me, without laying a fingle tax on his fubjefts. The enormous expence may be in 
fome meafure eftimated by the dimenfions. The front is three hundred and fixty-fe- 
ven feet in length, the fides three hundred and eighty-nine, and the height one hundred 
and fourteen ; it has fix ftories, of which three are mezzonines. In the fourth ftory 
are the grandeft fuit of apartments, both as to fize and decoration. The concert-room 
is one hundred and twenty-eight feet by thirty-eight.. ’Vh^Ritter Saal, or Knight’s fa- 
loon, is remarkable for the grandeur and elegance of the proportions ; it is one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight feet long, fixty-two broad, and forty-eight hi^ ; it is lighted 
by fcveral chryital chandeliers, and many gilded urns placed on the balufiradcs of a 
gallery *, 

Among numerous pi£tures of the Kings and Queens of Denmark, I was flruck with 
a portrait of Chriftian the Fourth on board a fhip engaged with the Swedifli fleet. In 
the middle of the engagement the King was ftruck by a fplinter ; two of his teeth were 
beat out, his ear torn, his right eye forced from the focket, and he was thrown on the 
deck with great violence. His attendants, fuppofing him dead, made bitter lamenta- 
tions ; when the King, fuddenly recovering from the fwoon into which he had been 
thrown by the agony of pain, ftarted up, bound his wounds with his handkerchief, and 
continued giving his orders with great compofure until the Swedifh fleet retired. The 
painter has chofen the point of time in which the King, having recovered from his fwoon 
and bound his wound, is exerting himfelf in the midfl: of the adion, and has happily 
fucceeded in throwing great animation over the whole figure. 

The royal ftables are perhaps the moft magnificent in Europe. The racks of one, 
w'hich contains flails for forty-eight horfes, are of copper, and the columns that divide 
the flails are of brick ftuccoed white. Another contains one hundred and forty-eight 
flails; and the racks and pillars which fupport the roof and feparate the flails are of 
Norwegian marble. 

The bufy fpirit of commerce is vifible in Copenhagen. The haven is always crowded 
with merchant-lhips, and the flreets are interfeded by broad canals, which bring the 
merchandize clofe to the warehoufes that line the quays. This city owes its principal 
beauty to a dreadful fire in 1728, that deftroyed five churches and fixty-feven flreets, 
which were rebuilt in the modern flyle. The new part of the town raifed by the late 
King Frederic V. is extremely beautiful ; it confifts of an odagon, containing four uni- 
form and elegant buildings of hewn flone, and of four broad flfeets leading to it in op- 
pofite diredions. In the middle of the area flands an equeflrian flatue of Frederic in 
bronze, as. large as life, which is juflly admired ; it was cafl at the expence of the Eafl 
India Company by Saly, and coft 8o,oool. flerling. 

On the 25th of March we accompanied Mr. Delaval, our minifter, to court, and 
were honoured with private audiences by Chrifliah VIL, the Queen-dowager Juliana 
Mam, her fon Prince Frederic, and .his confort the Princefs Sophia-Frederica. We 

' * This magnificent palace was burnt in 1793. 
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were deprived of the honour of payin^'j our refpefls to the Prince Royal, as he was at 
that time indifpofed. During our ftay at Copenhagen there were only two public meet- 
ings at court : the company aflembled at fix in the evening. At one of thefe meet- 
ings was a concert, in which a^Danifli tranflation of Pergokfi*s Siabat Mater, with tlie 
original mufic, was performed. The King afterwards fat down to Loo with the Oueen 
Dowager, Prince Frederic, Princefs Sophia, Count Beriifdorft' the prime minifter, and 
the Prulliau ambaflador. 

As our ftay at Copenhagen was ftiort, and principally during pafllon week, which the 
natives obferve with great ftridnefs, \vc had not many opportunities of experiencing 
the hofpitality of the Danilh nobility ; though they were much inclined to honour us 
with all thofe marks of attention and civility which arc ufually paid to ftrangers. Among 
other inftances of politenefs, we received an invitation to an alTernbly and fupper from 
Count Moick, who was favourite and prime minifter to Frederic V. The Count’s 
houfe, which ftands in the odlagon, is a magnificent building fuperbly fmiflied. He 
poflelTes feveral fine pidurcs ; hiscollcdion of foflils, llieils, minerals, and petrifadions, 
deferves the notice of the naturalift : it is particularly rich in native produdions of 
Denmark, exhibiting many fine fpecimens of the gold, filver and copper mines, from 
Norway, and of lava-^from Mount Hecia in Iceland. 

Among the moft curious colledions in Copenhagen, the Royal Mufeum, or Cabinet 
of Rarities, merits the firft place. This colledion, which was begun by Frederic 111 . 
is depofited in eight apartments, and ranged in the following order : animals, ihells, 
minerals, paintings, antiquities, medals, dreffes, arms and implements of the Laplanders. 
The fltort time which I employed in examining thefe apartments did not permit me to 
take a minute and accurate account of the principal curiofities, which the reader will 
find deferibed in Mufeum Regium Jacobai. 

Part of Copenhagen, which is called Chriftianfhafen, is built on the Ifle of Amak, 
which generally attrads the curiofity of foreigners. Amak is four miles long, and 
two broad, and is chiefly peopled by the defeendants of a colony from Eaft Friefland, to 
w hom the ifland was configned by Chriflian II. at the requell of his wife Elizabeth, 
fifter of Charles V. for the purpofe of fupplying her with vegetables, cheefe, and butter. 
From the intermarriages of thefe colonifts with the Danes, the prefent inhabitants are 
chiefly defeended ; but as they wear their own drefs, and enjoy peculiar privileges, 
they appear a diftind race from the natives. The ifland contains fix villages, and be- 
tween three and four thoufand Ibuls ; it has two churches, in which the minifters preach 
occafionally in Dutch and Danifli. The inhabitants have their own inferior tribunals ; 
but in capital oflTences are amenable to the King’s court "of juftice at Copenhagen. 
The old national habit, brought by the original colony when they firft migrated to the 
ifland, is ftill in ufe among them ; itrefembles the drefs of the ancient quakers, as re- 
prefentod in the pidures of the Dutch and Flemilh painters^ The men wear broad- 
brimmed hats, black jadeets, full glazed breeches of the fame colour, loofe at the 
knees, and tied round the waift. The women were drefled chiefly in black jackets and 
red petticoats, with a piece of blue glazed cloth bound on their heads. The ifland is 
laid out in gardens and paftures, and, according to the original defign, fupplies Copen- 
hagen with milk, butter and vegetables. 

During our fecond vifit to Copenhagen, in July 1 784, we experienced great civility 
and repeated inftances of hofpitality from the Danilh nobility. Among others we had 
the honour of diniiTg feveral times with the prime minifter, Count Bernfdorf *, at his 

Since deccafed. 
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villa, about four miles from Copenhagen. The houfe, bi^ik by the late County llands 
in a delightful fituation on a gentle rife, Hoping towards the fea, backed by a ridge of 
hills prettily wooded, and commanding a cheerful view of the Sound, the coaft of Swe- 
den, Copenhagen, and the numerous vefiels failing to an^ from the eapital. 

In our way to the village we palTed a column of Norwegian marble, ere£led to the 
memory of the late Count Bernfdorf by the peafants of his eilate, in gratitude for hav- 
ing received the gift of freedom from their beloved mafter. The pillar is ornamented 
with a wheat-lhcaf, a fpade, and a pick-axe, the emblems of agriculture. It contains a 
Latin and Danifh infeription, attefting the Count’s liberality, and their gratitude*. 

The flavery of the peafants is part of the remains of -the feudal fyftem, which, how- 
ever modified and changed in the other parts of the Danifli conftitution, leaves behind 
it that indelible mark of its former preponderancy and injuniice. Hitherto all the at- 
tempts to abolilh it, which have fucceeded in Sweden, Norway, and feveral parts of 
Germany, have contributed only to rivet AUl more ' ftrongly a fervitude, no lefs dif- 
graccful to the government, than prejudicial to the community. I enjoyed, however, 
great fatisfaftion in finding that the fpirit of juAice and humanity, and I may add, the 
fuggeAions of felf-intereA, have lately fpread themfeivcs among the nobility y and that 
a few of them were on the point of emancipating their peafants. And as the prince 
royal .has turned his humanity and attention to this fubjeft f, and feems inclined to fa- 
vour any well- planned fyltem, which may give new life and vigour to an order of men, 
the moA ufeful in the community j it is to be prefumed, that in time the prejudices 
againA fuch a fyAem will be removed ; and that fuch eAe'dtive and prudent meafures 
will be adopted by .government, as may, without convulfion, reAore to the peafants 
the common rights of mankind. 

We were prefent at an entertainment given by Admiral Molcke, on board the Princefs 
Sophia Frederica, carrying feventy-four guns, and Ax hundred men, going on a cruife 
to the Baltic, with three other Aiips of the line. We embarked at the port, and were 
rowed in the Captain’s boat to the fhip, where we found Count Molcke, and a large 
company, conAAing of perfons of the ArA condition. From the cabin we had a de- 
lightful view of the town and dock-yard of Copenhagen ; of the Danifh navy laid up in 
two lines in the harbour ; of feveral men of war and frigates lying at anchor near us 
in the road y of numerous velTels failing and covering the furface of the fea, which was 
curled by a gentle breeze ; of the diAant coaAs of Sweden, and the adjacent fhores of 
Zealand, richly clothed with wood. Dinner was ferved on deck, under a canopy of 
fails and pendants ; and forty perfons fat down to a fuperb and elegant repaA. After 
drinking the healths of the King and R(^al Family, each health accompanied with a 
falute of Afteen guns. Admiral Molcke gave, in compliment to Mr. Elliott, the Englifli 
envoy, who was prefent. The navy of England ; and Mr. Elliott in return gave, The 
navy of Denmark. 

Several Danifh fongs w^ere fung to the accompaniment of , violins and tambours de 
bafique, which had a pleaAng eAefl. Thefe fongs related to naval engagements, and to 
the honour of the DaniAi marine ; the chorus was repeated by the company, and re- 
echoed by the whole fliip’s crew. Books containing the words were handed found, 

* Pits manibus Joh. Hartvici Emelli, Comitis de Bemftorff, qni am difereta immunia hereditaria lar- 
giendo ind'uftriam opes omnia impertit in cxemplum pofteritati I707. P. S. S. grati colon! 1781. 

d* Since n^ departure from Copenhagen! the example fet by Count Bernftorff hat been followed by the 
crown. ^ •• The Imndt of fervitude,” to ufe the words of an intelligent Dane, ** arcnow relaxed, and bond 
fcrvice it limited in every part of the kingdom”— The pleafing refult it vifible in almoft every place you fee 
and in every couMcnance youK^t.” Bygge’a Travels in the French Republic, Tranflation p. 27. 
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w'fh the Danilh on one fide, and the Engiifli on the other. One fong recorded the 
gallant beliaviour of Admiral Huitfield,‘who, in an engagement with the Swedilh fleet, 
finding his own fhip on fire, grappled with two of the enemy’s men of war, and blew 
them up with his own ,lhip. , Another fong in honour of their favourite hero Chriftian 
the Fourth, is as popular iii Denmark as ‘‘ Rule, Britannia,*,’ in England. 1 recoiled: 
the following lines of a doggrel tr^nflation in the beginning of the fong : 


King Oiridian ftood high near the mafty 
In clouds of fmoke : 

His fliining fword was working fad, 

Cleft brains and helmets firil and lad. 
Then funk each Gothic hulk and mally 
In clouds of fmoke, &c. 


In vifiting the citadel, I enquired for the cells in which Struenfee and Brandt were 
confined. The dungeon which ferved as a prifon for Struenfee is on the ground-floor, 
fourteen feet long and twelve broad. The barrack bedfiead on which he lay is ftill 
there, and the chain to which he was iaftened riveted to the wall. During his confine- 
ment he was treated with the greateft inhumanity, and frequently deprived of com- 
mon neceflaries ; he was chained fo clofely to the wall as fcarcely to be able to turn 
himfelf ; and occafionally threatened with the torture, if he would not confefs what 
his enemies didated. , 

I vifited likewife the fpot where Struenfee and Brandt were executed, on the 28th 
of March 1772. The fcaffbld was conftruded in the middle of a field, near the eaft 
gate of the town ; and they, were conduded to the fpot in two feparate carriages, 
through an immenfe concourfe of people. I’hey arrived at the place of execution at 
eleven. Brandt firfl: alighted, and mounted the fcafibld with a flow fiep and undaunted 
mien ; heard his fentence read, and faw his coat of arms torn, without exprelling the 
lead: emotion ; he then prayed for a few minutes, and fpoke a few words to the peo* 
pie. When the executioner approached to aflifl him, he faid to Him with firmnefs, 
yet not without mildnefs, “Stand off, and do not prefume to touch me.” Without any 
afiiflance he pulled ofl;’ his pelifle, and prepared for his fate. He firll flretched out his 
hand, aiid bade the executioner do his duty, without Ihrinking from the blow, it was 
firuck off, and his head fevered from his body almoff m the fame inffant. liis body 
was then quartered. 

During this dreadful feene Struenfee remained at the bottom of the fcaffoldj anxiouf- 
ly expe^ing and dreading his own fate. His whole frame trembled when Brandt’s 
blood guihed from the fcaffold ; and he was fo agitated, that he could not walk up the 
Reps without help. He faid nothing, and permitted the executioner to aflift him in 
taking off his cloak. Inftead of imitating the courage and ferenity of his fellow fuf- 
ferer, he darted up feveral times from the block, before he gave the firaal, drew back 
his hand, was fhockingly maimed before it was cut off, and was at lalt held down by 
force while the executioner beheaded him. 

The environs of Copenhagen are exceedingly beautiful. The country is gently un- 
dulating, produces much corn and padure, and is finally interfperfed with final! fqreds 
of beech and oak. The fea views are enchanting, and the villas and country feats de- 
lightfully fituated on tHe fliores of the Sound. 

The royal park,.about four miles from the capital, is perhaps the fined fpot for the 
natural beauty of the gently waving furface, and richaefs of the, wood j and proves, 

that 
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that the nobles might lay out their grounds eqjial to ours in England, if they would 
trufl; more to nature and lefs to art. 

In the midft of the park St. Helen’s fpring is a favourite fpot, to which the nobility 
and gentry, and the lower clafs of people refort, in July, as to a kind of fair. Many 
tents and booths are eroded for the reception of the company ; fomctimes the royal 
family make their appearance ; and the common peojde edeem themfelves very un- 
fortunate, if they do not tafee the waters ol the fpring every ye:;r.- The weather being 
fine, and ihe feafon delightful, we roved wdth plealure about the woods, enjoying the 
beauties of unadulterated nature, and walked to the benintage, a building Handing in the 
moll elevated part, and commanding an e-vtcnfive view over the Baltic, the ille of Huen, 
and the coall of Sweden. 


Chap. \\.—Antieni form of Government in Denmark.— ^Revolution of 1660. — Change 

of the Conjlitution from an defied and limited^ to an locrediiary and abfolute Monarchy. 

UNTIL the middle of the laft century the crown of Denmark was eledive. I’he 
fupreme legiflative authority refided in the three ellatesof the realm, the nobles, clergy, 
and commons, alTembled in a diet by means of reprefentatives ; the executive power 
was veiled in the King, and fenate, compofed of the principal nobles. The King was 
little more than prelident of thg fenate, and commander of the army ; the regal pre- 
rogative being circumferHjed by a capitulation, or charter of privileges, ratified by the 
fovereign at his accelfion. Although the crown was always continued in the fame fa- 
mily, and uniformly confe.Ted on the eldcll fon ; yet the new prince was conftrained to 
purchafe his fucceflion to the throne by farther immunities. 

Such was the Hate of affairs until the fingular revolution of 1660 ellablilhed, almofl 
without the concurrence of the fovereign, an hereditary and abfolute monarchy ; ex- 
hibiting ah inllance, which Hands unparalleled in the annals of hiffory, of a people, who 
fpontaneoully renounced their freedom, and invelled their limited governor with un- 
bounded authority. 

Frederic III. who, on the death of jiis father Chrillian IV. afeended the throne by 
the free eleftion of the Hates, figned a charter of rights, confiffing of fifty-four articles ; 
among which feveral new privileges were confirmed to the lenate, whereby they were 
enabled to engrofs the whole adminiHration of affairs. Frederic poflelfed in the ordi- 
nary occurrences of life a mild and equitable temper of mind, and was apparently in- 
different to ambition or glory. If his dominions had not been invaded by a powerful 
rival, he would have fcarcely been noticed by his contemporaries. But as, during his 
reign, the very being of Denmark, as a kingdom, was at Hake, and he was called to 
aflion by the moH imminent danger which a fovereign could experience, he fuddenly 
furmounted his natural apathy : his mind acquired unufual vigour ; and he exhibited 
proofs of courage, prudence, and perfeverance, not inferior to the moH confummate 
heroes of his time. Thefe circumHances placed his charaftcr in an exalted point of 
view ; while his gentlenefs and moderation prevented the umbrage which is apt to be 
conceived by a free people againH their fovereign. Thus, from being thought incapa- 
ble of intereHed defigns, and yet equal to the talk of carrying the moH adventurous into 
execution, he became*, frong the accidental fituation of his affairs, the inHrument of 
acdomplilhing an important revolution, which totally changed the form of the DaniHi 
jjovemment. 
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When Charles Guftavus, King of Sweden, broke the treaty of Rofkild, which he 
had figned, and in’ 1656 appeared fuddenly before Copenhagen at the head of a pow- 
erful army, he efteemed himfelf fecure of fuccefs, and made a prefent of Zealand to 
Admiral Wrangel. Ha even publicly boafted that he would re- unite the three crowns 
of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, and would then, like another Alaric, march into 
Italy, at the head of the Gothic nations. The internal weaknefs and civil commotions 
of Denmark feemed almoll to juftify thefe vaunts : the fate of the whole kingdom de- 
pended on the fafety of Copenhagen ; and yet, fuch was the deplorable condition of 
the capital, that Frederic was advifed to retire from a place which feemed untenable, 
and to efcape cither to Holland or Norway. The fortifications had been long ne- 
glcfted; it contained a garrifon of only a thoufand regular troops ; had not fufficient 
provifions to ftand a fiege ; almoft deftitute of every means of rcfiftance, and crouded 
with inhabitants and fugitives. 

But Frederic, roufed by this dangerous crifis of affairs, difeovefed at once the moll 
undaunted courage ; he declared his refolution of defending his capital to the laft ex- 
tremity, and of burying himfelf under its ruins. His condu£t during the liege an- 
fwered thefe profeflions ; he gave his orders with calmnefs and intrepidity j he was 
foremoll in all places of danger, and among the laft who retreated. 

His zeal was feconded by the undaunted fpirit of his queen, Sophia Amelia, Princelk 
of Brunfwick Lunenburgh *, who, during the whole conteft, was indefatigable in ani- 
mating the befieged : Ihe partook of their fatigues, rode night and day round the ram- 
parts, and obferved every occurrence with the vigilance of a centinel, and the coolnefs 
of a veteran. The prefence and a£iivity of both fovereigns, giive frelh vigour to the 
garrifon and citizens of Copenhage n : they braved every danger, and even bound 
themfelves, by an oath, to perilh, rather than to furrender. Their zeal was ftill fur- 
ther excited by the policy of Frederic, who extorted from the nobles an increafe of the 
immunities of the citizens, and palled an edicl, figned by himfelf and the principal fe- 
nators, permitting them to poffefs lands, and enjoy all the rights of nobility. Thus ani- 
mated and encouraged, the burghers formed themfelves into companies, and vied with 
the regular foldiers in fubmitting to the rigour of military difeipline. In a word, by their 
invincible fpirit, Copenhagen held out from the 8th of Auguft 1658, to the conclufion 
of the peace, on the 27th of May 1660, when the Swedilh army evacuated Zealand. 

The imminent danger which had threatened the ruin of Denmark nofooner fubfided, 
than Frederic relapfed into his conflitutional indolence ; and feems, (if we may judge 
from the moll authentic accounts) to have had but a fmall lhare in the fubfequent re- 
volution. It appears indeed to have been as cafual as it was fudden : the eft’edl only 
of the imperious candudof the nobles, of thejealoufies and refentment of the other or- 
ders, and of the high opinion which the people conceived of their king, to whom they 
julUy attributed the prefervation of Copenhagen, and the fafety of the kingdom ; while 
they imputed to the factions of the nobles the evils which they had lately experienced. 

On the fignature of the peace a diet was fummoned at Copenhagen, to take into con- 
fideration the ftate of the kingdom, exhaufted with debts, and defolatcd by the mife- 
rics of war. 

This diet, the laft ever convened in Denmark, alTembled at Copenhagen on the 8 th 
of September 1660. The nobles, inftead of endeavouring to conciliate the other or- 
ders by a moderate condu£l, increafed the public difeontents by ihe moll arrogant ba- . 
haviour. The deputies of -the clergy and commons united againft them ; and the 


* Memoires de Terlon, p. 333. 
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citizens of Copenhagen (who, having acquired great credit by the glorious defence of 
the capital, formed a confiderable party) were highly difgufted at their remonftrance 
againft the immunities granted by the King during the fiege. In this temper of parties, 
when the neceffary fuppHes were brought forward, the nobles propofed an excife on all 
articles of confumption, and exprefied themfelves willing to fubmit to it, though their 
order was by law exempted from all taxes : they accompanied this offer with a remon-- 
ftrance to the King, in which they endeavoured, not only to reclaim many obfolete pri- 
vileges, but to gain frelh immunities, and introduce many other regulations, which 
tended to diminilh the royal prerogative, and check the rifing influence of the commons 
and clergy. 

The propofal of fuch a tax, and this imprudent remonftrance, excited great heats in 
the diet ; the clergy and commons contended that the offer was infldious, as the nobles 
would only pay the excife during their continuance in the towns, but refufeto fubmit to 
it while they refided on their eflates. On this ground they objefted to the tax on any 
other condition, but that of being levied equally on all ranks without referve or reflric- 
tion. The nobles not only perfifted in the plea of exemption, but even refufed to be 
fubjefl: to it for more than three years, under pretence that every import was an infringe- 
ment of their privileges. Being, however, intimidated by the decifive refufal of the 
other deputies, they fliifted their ground, propofed new duties on rtamped paper and 
leather, and offered, inrtead of the excife on confumption, to pay a poll-tax for their 
peafants. The clergy and commons at flrrt approved thefe additional imports ; but af- 
terwards retrafted, under pretence that they would not produce a fum adequate to the 
exigencies of the nation. It is not certain from what caufe this alteration of their fen- 
timents was derived * ; whether the taxes would really have been inadequate, or were 
to be granted for too ftort a time ; or whether, urged by other motives, they were fe- 
cretly defirous of obtaining more effential and durable advantages over tne nobles. 
Probably all thefe motives operated on different perfons ; the latter efpecially feems to 
have had great Influence ; bccaufe, in lieu of the above-mentioned duties, the deputies 
propofed that the royal fiefs and domains, which the nobles cxclufively poffeffed at a 
naoderate rent, fhould be farmed to the highert bidders. This propofal irritated the no- 
bles who juftly deemed it an infrafbion of their dearert privileges j as, by the forty- 
fixth article of the coronation oath taken by Frederic, the poffelfion of the royal fiefs 
was guaranteed to their order. In the heat of the contert on this article, one of the 
chief fenators imprudently threw out reproachful expreflions againrt the Commons, 
which raifed a general ferment in the affembly } and the deputies of the clergy and com- 
mons broke up the meeting. 

In this ftruggle the friends of the court began to interpofe. It was eafily feen, that 
the deputies, difgurted with the nobles, would eagerly embrace that ogcafion of hum- 
bling the whole order ; and no way feemed more likely to infure fuccefs than by render- 
ing the crown hereditary, and exalting the regal prerogative on the ruin of the nobility. 
They never could expeA that fo favourable an opportunity fhould again occur ; the diet 
was affembled in a fortified town, the citizens were ftill in arms, and all of them, as well 
as the garrifon, devoted to the King. , * 

It is fcarcely polfible to trace, at this dirtance of time, all the fecret fprings which ac- 
tuated the deputies on this extraordinary occafion. It only appears, from good autho- 
. rity, that the two perfons who had the principal lliare in the revolution were the crea- 
tures of the court, and had, before the meeting of the diet, concerted a plan of hum- 

• Malln, p. 447. 
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blbg the nobility^R^ith a confidential fervant* of the crown :* thefe perfons were Svane, 
tufiiop of Zealand and prefident of the order of the clergy, and Nanfen, Burgomafier 
of^penhagen and Speaker of the Commoiis. We. have no reafon, however, to con- 
clude, that they intended to proceed further than to humble, the ariftocr^tical party, and 
make feme neceffary changes in the conftitution ; but the obftinacy of the nobles en- 
larged their views, and induced the deputies not only to render the crown hereditary, 
but to veil the whole power in the hands of the King. 

While the defign was in agitation, Frederic felt, or affefted to feel, an almofl: total 
indifference to the event ; and though he expreffed himfelf inclined to accept the offer 
of hereditary fuccefiion, if obtained by the unanimous confent of all the efiates, yet he 
refufed to take any aftive part in the whole proceeding. The Queen endeavoured to 
Toufe him from this fupinenefs ; but her influence, which was never before exerted in 
vain, proved now ineffedtual : being not inclined, however, to follow his example, /he 
caballed with the leaders of the clergy and commons, and difplayed that fpirit of intrigue 
and daring enterprize which had fo long marked her charafler, in contrail with .the 
mild and paffive acquiefcence of the King. 

On the feceffion of the deputies, which the obftinacy of the nobles had provoked, the 
hint of rendering the crown hereditary was fuggefted by the biihop of Zealand ; and fe- 
veral partizans being gained, a numerous meeting was held at his palace on the 6 th of 
Oftober, in which the fcheme was laid open and approved. An for declaring the 
crown hereditary was drawn up j and the mode of proceeding was concerted between 
the chiefs of the party and Gabel, the favourite of the King, who held a feparate con- 
ference with the biihop and Nanfen that afternoon. During the whole night and the 
following day, repeated meffages paffed between fome of the deputies and the emifiaries 
of the Queen. 

On the morning of the 8 th of 0£lobert, the biihop of Zealand, having obtained, the 
confent and fignature of the ecclefiaftical deputies to the declaration of hereditary fuc* 
ceflion, delivered it to Nanfen. The latter, in a mod perfuafive fpeech, expatiated on 
the wretched ftate of the kingdom, opprelfive power of the nobles, and virtues of the 
the King, and concluded with exhorting the Commons to fubferibe the a£l as the only 
means of fdving their country. Having firft figned it himfelf^ his example was followed 
by each deputy without one diffenting voice. 

During thefe intrigues the tiobles remained in full fecurity, and without the lead fuf- 
picion ; as the Cpmmons had, the fame day in which they figned the declaration, de- 
bated on the taxes, and drawn up a remonftnmce againft the nobles, without alluding to 
the fecret tranfaflion. ’ On the 9 th this remonft ranee was prefented to Frederic in form 
by the biihop and Nanfen ; and the Commons, on returning from the palace, had a vio- 
lent altercation with the fame chief fenatpr who had before offended them, and who 
then threatened them with imprifonment for prefuming to approach the King without ac- 
quainting the order of nobles j a threat which ferved only to ftrengthen theif refolution. 

Rumours of the projeft had by this time reached the nobles ; but they had fcarcely 
afiembled to confider the tnoft eflicacious methods of defeating it J, before the deputies 
of the clergy and burghers entered the hall. Having taken their feats, Nanfen, after a 
ihort fpeech, delivered to them the declaration for rendering the crown hereditary in 

* hfoirfworth faye, with Hannibal Sehelled, and Holberfr, with Gabel the King’s favouiite. Proba^- 
bljr they were both iif thb right, as it is eiiy to fuppofe that ooth were confuhed on the occafion. 

f Holberg, iii. p.479. 

Probably on the loth of Oftobri*, as Mallet conjefiurcs. 
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the family of the King. The nobles were thrown into general condemation by fo fu<!- 
den and decifive a communication. Conceiving it, however, imprudent to negative the 
propofal, they endeavoured to gain time ; and replied accordingly, that declaratSSn ; 
yet a matter of fuch confequence deferved the mod mature difeuflion. Nanfen, per- 
ceiving the drift of this delay, anfwered, they came not to deliberate but to aft; they 
had already taken their refolution ; they would lofe no time in debate ; if the nobles 
refufed to concur, they would theralelves repair to the palace, not doubting that the 
King would gracioufly accept their proffered declaration. During thefe proceedings, 
the nobles fecretly difpatched a meffage to the King, that they were willing to render 
the crown hereditary in the male line of his iffue, provided it was done with the accuf- 
tomed formalities ; a propofal his majedy rcjedled as a circuradance not dedrable, un- 
lefe the right of fucceflion was extended to the females alfo. He added, with great ap- 
pearance of moderation, that he by no means wilhed to preferibe rules for their con- 
duct ; they w'ere to follow the dictates of their own judgment ; as for his part, he would 
owe every thing to their free confent, but could not accept the offer with the limitation 
propofed. 

The nobles, who waited with anxiety for the return of the meffenger, kept the bufi- 
nefs in fufpenfe by declining their diredf affent to the declaration, and propofing a fur- 
ther confideration of the fubject. The other deputies then quitted the affembly, and re- 
paired in folemn proceflion to the court ; leaving the nobles in a date of irrefolution and 
didraflion. 

The deputies being admitted, the bilhop of Zealand addreffed the King on the refolu- 
tion taken by the clergy and commons; offering, in their name, to render the crown 
hereditary, and inved him with ahfolute authority ; adding, they were ready to facrifice 
their lives in defence of an edablilhment fo falutary to their country. Frederic, in re- 
ply, thanked them for their favourable intentions ; but mentioned the approbation of 
the nobles as a neceffary condition, though he had no doubt of their concurrence when 
they Ihould have had time to. accompany the declaration with the neceffary formalities : 
he affured them of his proteftion, promifed a redrefs of all grievances, and difmiffed 
them with an exhorration to continue their fittings, until they Ihould have brought 
their defign to perfeftion, and he could receive their voluntary fubraiffioh with due fo- 
lemnity. 

The reader will obferve, with much, furprize, that in all the public occurrences be- 
fore this audience, the only affair apparently in agitation, was to change the form of go- 
vernment from an eleftive to an hereditary monarchy; no mention was made of en- 
larging the powers of the crown, or of the dill more extraordinary fcheme of rendering 
the King abfolute. It is probable, if the nobles had immediately confented to the declara- 
tion, that this ceffion might not have taken place. Was there no medium between here- 
ditary right and arbitrary power ? Or can we fuppofe that, according to the fydem of the 
Danilh law, arbitrary power was neceffarily implied in hereditary right ? Something like 
this was probably the cafe ; as it is hardly pofiible to conceive that, when the deputies 
of the commons and clergy had voted only for the declaration, the bifhop, of his own 
accord, ihould add the gift of unlimited authority. It often happens, that people are 
more affefted by appearances than realities. The bare mention of arbitrary power 
would have revolted the deputies ; while the fubftance, being included in the popular 
exprefiion of hereditary right, was paffed without referve. 

On the abrupt departure of the deputies, the nobles could not agree what plan to 
^urfue in this alainiiing crifis. They were not, indeed, unanimous in their motives of 
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oppofition, being divided into three principal parties * : the firft confifted of thofe who 
were devoted to the court, and favoured the declaration of the Commons ; the fecond, 
of thofe who were confcious that fome change in the conftitution was requifite, but un* 
certain how far to proceed ; the third, the moll conliderable in number, was compofed 
of thofe who were determined to affert their own privileges to the lull extremity, and 
fti^enuoully oppofe the lead alteration. It was no wonder, therefore, that they came to 
no refolution, but poftponcd their final determination to the meeting in the afternoon. 
While they were thus wavering, the court and the popular party took the neceflary pre- 
cautions to force them to a concurrence. It was feared that the enterprize might fail 
of fuccefs, fhoo^he nobles quit Copenhagen and break up the diet, on the jull ; "c- 
tence that it was held in a fortified town, under awe of a garrifon devoted to the court. 
Indeed, feveral had already made their efcape, and others feemed inclined to follow their 
exatnple. In confequence of thefe apprehenfions, the King ilTucd orders to Ihut the 
gates ; and this fpirited meafure had fuch an inftant efte^f on the nobles, that, abandon- 
ing all further refillance, they difpatched deputies to 'the court, announcing their willing- 
nefs to concur with the Commons f. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of Oftober, the eftates annulled, in the mod folemn man- 
ner, the capitulation or charter figned by the King at his acceffion, abfolved him from 
his engagements, and cancelled all the limitations impofed on his' fovereignty. The 
whole was finally clofed by the public ceremony of doing homage and taking the new 
oath, which was performed on the 18th. On that day feveral fcaffolds were ereded 
before the palace, adorned with fcarlet cloth and tapefiry, and furnidied with rows of 
benches ; on an elevated platform were placed two chairs of date, under a canopy of 
velvet, for the King and Queen.; thefe fcaffolds communicated w'ith the palace by an 
open gallery. At the appointed timcj the citizens of Copenhagen, forming twelve com- 
panies, were drawn up on each fide of the gallery ; the garrifon Airrounded the plat- 
form, and the avenues leading to it ; while the regiment of guards fecured the'rear. 
At mid-day the King and Queen, attended by the royal family, preceded by the nobles, 
and accompanied by the officers of date, repaired in folemn proceffion, amid drums 
and trumpets, to the platform ; and when the nobles, the deputies of the clergy and 
commons, had taken tfieir places, the chancellor proclaimed | : 

“ Since it has pleafed the Almighty, by the unanimous and voluntary refolution of 
the dates, that this kingdom fhould be rendered hereditary in the perfon of his Majedy 
our Lord the King, and of his poderitjr male and female ; his Majedy, after thanking 
the dates for this proof of their afleftion and zeal, not only promifes to all his good 
and faithful fubjeft, to govern them as a chridian and merciful prince ought to do, but 
alfo to edablifh a form of government, under which they fhall be fecure of enjoying the 
fame advantages under his fucceffors; and as this unanimous refolution of the dates 
requires a new oath of allegiance, his Majedy difeharges the dates from all thofe oaths 
which they had formerly taken, afluringckh perfon in. particular of his royal favour 
and proteftion.” After which all perfons who were prefent took the new oath of al- 
lowance. 

The revolution being thus accomplilhed, a new form of government was promulgated, 
under the title of the Royal Law of Denmark. It confids of forty articles ; the mod 
remarkable are the following § : ' 

. •* The hereditary Kings of Denmark and Norway fliall be in effeft, and ought to be-, 
edeemed by their fubje£ls, the only fupreme head on earth ; they ihall be above all 

• Holberg. f Ibid. Mallet. f Lettrei fur le Danneniarc. Mallet. 
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human laws, and (hall acknowledge, in all eccleilaftical and civil affairs, no higher^ 
power than God alone. The King lhall enjoy the right of making and interpreting the 
laws, of abrogating, adding to, and difpenung with them. He may alfo annul all the 
laws which either he or his predeceffbrs lhall have made, .excepting this royal law, 
which muff remain irrevocable, and be confidered as the fundamental law of the ftate. 
He has the power of declaring war, making peace, impofing taxes, and levying contri- 
butions of all forts, &c. &c. 

Then follow the regulations for the order of fucceflion, the regency in cafe of mino- 
rity, for the majority of the King, for the maintenance of the royal family j and, after 
enumerating all the pofflble prerogatives of regal uncircumfcribed authority, as if fuffi- 
cicnt had not yet been laid down, it is added in the twenty-lixth article : “ All that we 
have hitherto faid of power and eminence, and fovereignty, and if there is any thing fur- 
ther which has not been exprefsly fpecified, lhall all be comprifed in the following words ; 
The I^ing of Denmark and Nbrway lhall be the hereditary monarch, and endued with 
the highcll authority, infomuch that all that can be faid and written to the advantage 
of a chriftian, hereditary, and abfolute King, lhall be extended under the mod favour* 
able interpretation, to the hereditary King or Queen of Denmark and Norway,’* &c. 
&c. * 

On reviewing the principal circumftances which led to this revolution, we cannot but 
remark, that the nobles were the viftims of their own imprudence and obftinacy. Had 
they yielded in due time, they might have fecured many of their privileges ; but not 
complying ut\(il their concurrence was fcarcely ncceflary, they could not command any 
compenfation for what they could not retain, and furrendered with the mod evident 
reludance. The deputies of the clergy and -of the towns were hurried away by their 
refentment againd that order, whofe tyranny they had long experienced, andwhofe fu- 
ture afcendancy they dreaded ; and they were fo warmly animated by their admiration- 
of the King, that they thought no'facrilice too great which could adure him of their 
conddence, and tedify their gratitude. Strange infatuation ! that they Ihould difeover 
no means of humbling their oppreffbrs, and fecuring their own immunities, without the 
cflablifliment of an abfolute government ! Might they not have loofened the King’s 
lhackles without tearing them off"? The referve of the JegiflatiYe power, and right of 
taxation in the three edates, would fufficiently have fecured the freedom of the people, 
as well againd the encroachments of the crown, as againd the infolence of a proud no- 
bility. But the voice of reafon is feldom heard amid the tumult'of public animofities and 
the uproar of fadion. 

Thus this great affair,” concludes Lord Molefworth, “ was finilhed ; and the 
kingdom of Denmark, in four days’ time, changed from an edate little differing from 
arillocracy, to as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prefent in the world.” But thefe ex- 
preffions have been confidered as too drong by feveral of the native hidorians ; and an 
hnglilh author!, who wrote againd his account of Denmark by defire of the Daniffi 
minider, has contradided his conclufion } becaufe Frederic HI. did not abufe his powers 
and becaufe he confirmed the privileges of the different orders. But furely when the 
fovereign,. according. to the exprelllons of the royal law, is declared ** independent- 
upon earth, acknowledging no higher power than God} when- he has an unlimited- 

* The reader wDI find an abridged extraft of the feveraf articles in Molefworth, p. 186 ; and.a French 
tritiflaticn in Lettres fnf le Daoncmarc, p. uS; which, tranfiation is alfio infertjid in Mallet’s Hift. de 
Pannen arCs voL iii. p. 475. ^ 

f Kii g’s Animadvcrfiuns on a pretended Account of Denmark, in which! the author ahimadverts upon- 
feveral n.>frepr«fcptations of Lord Molefworth. 
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authority to make, alter, repeal, and difpenfe with laws') when he alone can make peace 
and declare war $ form alliances and levy taxes ; when, in a word, he enjoys all the 
rights and prerogatives which an hereditary, abfolute, defpotic King can enjoy what 
lignify privileges which he can annul at pleafure ? of what force are laws which he can 
repeal with a word ? Allowing, what is true, that the Kings of Denmark have feldom 
abufed their authority ; and without pretending to deny that the tyranny of the nobles 
had rifen to an exceflive height ; yet we furely may conclude, that it would have been 
happier for the kingdom, had the power ul the crown been duly circumlcribed, while 
the rights of the nobles were qualihed, not abolilhed ; and the people contmued fub- 
je^ of a limited monarchy, not eftflaved to arbitrary dominion. 


Chap. TUI.— ^Remarks on the Population.— -Finances. — Army.— Navy.— Church EJiabliJh- 

. ment in Denmark. 


•a 

CIS 

B 

a 

«> 

Q 


g J Dit 
IlDi. 


Iceland. 


‘)l 


283,466 

143,988 

117,94a 

99*923 

80, >^72 
59.399 


^ 785*59® 


THE following table exhibits the population in the Danilh dominions r 

No. of Inhabitant!. 

^Diocefe of Zealand, including the ifles of Zealand, 

Moen, and Bornholm 

Diocefe of Funen, including the ifles of Funen. 

Langeland, Lolland, and Falfter 
Dbcefe of Aarhuus*! 

Ditto Riber • t .1 j 

Ditto Aalborg 

Ditto Viborg J - « 

Ifles of Feroe - - - 

Diocefe of Agerhuus 
Ditto Chriftianfand 

Ditto Berghen 

l^Ditto Drontheim 

C Diocefe of Scalholt 
I Ditto Holun 
Duchy of Slefwick 

Duchy of Holftein belonging to the King 
Duchy of Cluckfburgh 
Diftrid; of Kiel ... 


2* 5.043 ■) 

113,024 I 

*30,352 f 

164,723^ 

' 34.216 7 

**.9855 


4,754 


623**4* 


46,201 


243,605 

*34,665 

10,072 

75,000 


Number of fouls in the Danifh dominions 


•1,923,028 


The revenues of Denmark are principally derived from the cuftoms, duties on ex. 
ports and imports, excife on provifions and liquors, poll-tax f, tax on ranks, on places, . 

* Since this was written^ the population has hlcreafed, and may now be eftimated at two millioi^B three 
hundrt^d thoufaud. 

t Thr poU-tax^ takes jplace only in Denmark ; tt was at firll laid on the inhabitants of Morway, but has- 
been aboliHied^ and another impon. fubilituted in its room ; the peafants, who are all free in that kingdom, 
having confidered it as a badge of flavery. The towns of Altona and Bornholm are alfo exempted from It^ 
on the payment of an annual compenfation^ 
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penCons, and perq^uifites, on marriages*, land-tax, excife, quit-rents of the royal de- 
mefnes, licences of pubiic-houfes, privilege of dillilling fpirits, for hunting and (hooting 
in the royal manors, leafes on farms and faw-mills, profits of the mines, ^rnped paper, 
duty on fouff, on cards, &c. &c. 

Revenues, 


Land-tax 
Sound duties f 
Poll-tax and other taxes 
Extraordinary contributions | 


j^.8oo,ooo 

100,000 

300.000 

200.000 


Expenditure in 1784. 

Civil lift - 

Army , - - 

Navy - - 

Payment of debts 

Penfions . . - 

Jointure of the Queen-dowager 
Income of Prince Frederice 


1,400,000 


>^.400,000 

400.000 

200.000 
200,000 
160,000 

16,000 

80CO 


SX* I >384,000 


* The tax ontnarriagcs, as I am informed, lias been aboliflied fince my departure from Denmark ; a tax 
which no wife legfflature would ever impofe ; and if impofed by inadvertence, would take the tirfi opportu- 
nity of repealing, as highly detrimental to the real interefts of the community. This tax was as equitably 
laid on in Denmark as fo injudicious an impoft was capable of being diftributed, the peaiants and lower dais 
of people being exempted. — “ La portion la plus noinbrcufc,” fays the author of Les Lcitres fur Ic Dannc- 
marc, “ et la plu? pauvre dc la focictc*, Ics payfans, les matelots, ct les foldats, n'y font pas aflujettis s mais 
C leiaaviage doitcirc encourage par toutes les voics poflibles, a plus forte raifon meriic-t-il d’etre librc de 
toiite charge. Celle qui fi paye ici eii fi modique, qu'ellc ne forme pas un grand obliacle ala population,” 

P* ^^ 5 ' 

+ The importance of the Sound duties to the government of Denmark, may be inferred from the number 
of vciTela which pafTtd the Sound in 1782: 
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In 1800, nine thoufand and forty-eight vcffcls entered the Sound; and in fome years even twelve thou- 
fand. 

Among the extraordinary contributions is the tax on honours and rank, laid in the following propor- 
tion : — Peilons of the fii ft rank pay annually 80 rix-dollar, or ihl.; of the fecond 14I.; of the third 81. ; 
fourth 61. ; fifth 3I 48. ; fixth 3I. ; feventh 2I 88. ; eighth iL I28. 5 and ninth 11.46, Alltheplaces and 
pciifious are rated in the following proportion ; — Penfions not Itfs than 4 00 rix-dpllars, or 80I. and up- 
wards, pay ten per cent. ; from 70I. to 801. 8 per cent. ; from 6 gI. to 70I. 7 per cent 5 from 50I. to 60I. 
5 per cent.; from 40I. to 50I. 4 percent. ; from 30I. to^ol. 3 per cent, ; and <Tom 20I. to 30I. 2 per cent, 
i Since this was written, the revenue and expenditure have been fomewhat augmented, and the debt cun- 
iidcrably decreafed. 


The 
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The public debt in 1785 amounted to 3,600,000!., of which in time of peace about 
aoo,oool. is annually liquidated. Lately, however, the liquidation of the debt owing 
to the fubjeds has been made in bank-notes. Although this meafure faves to the na- 
tion the payment of the intereft of four per cent in money, yet it too much promotes 
the increafe of paper currency. The bank-notes are not exchanged at Hamburgh, 
except under a difcount from 1 6 to 20 per cent. There is but little fpecie in the coun- 
try j that collefked from the Sound duties being chiefly appropriated to the intereft of 
the foreign debt, and the* appointments of perfons employed in Holftein ; and the pro- 
duce of the ftlver mines at Kongfberg fcarcely exceeds 50,000!. per annum. 

The army of Denmark is compofed, j . of the troops of Denmark and Holftein ; 
and, 2. of Norway. 

1. The forces of Denmark and Holftein are divided into, i. Regulars ; 2 . National 
or militia. Thefe forces (the foot and horfe guards excepted, who are all regulars) 
are not feparated, as in our army, into diftindt regiments. 

Before the late augmentation, every regiment of infantry, when complete, confiftcd 
of twenty-fix officers, and one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-two privates, divided into 
ten companies of fufileers, and two of grenadiers. Of thefe one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-two privates, four hundred and eighty, who are chiefly foreigners enlifted in 
Germany, are regulars. The remaining one thoufand one hundred and fifty-two are 
the national militia, or peafants, who refide on the eftates of the landholders, each 
eftate furnifhing a certain number in proportion to its value. Thefe national troops 
are occafionally exercifed in fmall corps on Sundays and holidays ; and are embodied 
once every year, for about feventeen days, in their refpeftive diftrifts. By an addi- 
tion of ten men to each company, a regiment of infantry was increafed to one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, including officers. 

The cavalry is on the fame footing ; each regiment confifting of feventeen officers, 
including ferjeants and corporals, five- hundred and fixty-five privates, divided into five 
fquadrons. Of thefe about two hundred and fixty are regular, and the remainder na- 
tional troops. The regiments of foot and horfe guards are regulars ; the former is 
compofed of twenty-one officers, and four hundred and fixty-five men, in five compa- 
nies, and the latter of feven officers, and one hundred and fifty four men, in two fqua- 
drons. 

2. The forces of Norway are all national troops or militia, excepting the two regi- 
ments of Sudenfield and Nodenfield ; and as the peafants are free, the forces are le- 
vied in a different manner from thofe of Denmark. Norway is divided into a certain 
number of diftrifls, each of which furnilhes a foldier. All the peafants are, at their 
birth, regiftered for the militia ; and the firft on the. lift fupplies the vacancy for the 
diftrifl: to which he belongs. After ferving from ten to fourteen years, they are ad- 
mitted among the invalids ; and, when they have attained the feniority of that corps, 
receive their difmiflion. , Thefe troops are not continually under arms, but are occa- 
fionally exercifed, like the national forces of Denmark. A fixed ftipend is affigned to- 
the officers, nearly equal to that of the officers in the regulars ; but the common fol- 
diers do not receive pay, except when in adual fervice, or performing their annual ma- 
noeuvres. 

The army is fupplied with officers by the Academy of Land Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. where feventy-four cadets are inftrufled in the military fciences at the 
royal expence. According to a lift of the Danifh army printed in tne appendix, the 
total number of troops confifted, in 1 785, of fixty-fix thoufand nine hundred and 
nine. 

Navy. 


2 
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Navy. From their infular (ituation, the Danes have always excelled as a maridme 
people. In the earlier ages, when piracy was an honourable profeflion, they were a 
race of pirates, and iflued from the Baltic to the conqueft of England and Normandy. 
And though, fince the improvement of navigation by the invention of the compafs, 
other nations -have rifen to a greater degree of naval eminence, Hill, however, the 
Danes, inhabiting a duller of iflands, and poflclTing a large tra£l of fea-coall, are well 
vcrfed in maiitime alFairs, and are the moll numerous, as well as the moll experienced 
failors of the North. During my Hay at Copenhagen I vilited the dock, and infpe£led, 
with great attention, the fleet at anchor In the harbour. 

The expence of building the hulk of each Ihip amounted to aool. per gun, and to 
I oool. when the veflel is completely rigged, and ready to fail, with four months* pro- 
vifions. The greater part of -the oak is procured from Germany by contrad with the 
King of Pruflia *. All the cannon, fliot, anchors and iron-work, are call in Norway. 
The Danes procure flax, hemp, and malls from Ruflia, and pitch and far from Sweden ; 
fhey have manufadories of cordage and fails, but not fuflicient for the ufe of the fleet : 
the remainder is obtained from Ruflia and Holland. 

The greater part of the Danifli navy is ftationed in the harbour of Copenhagen, 
which lies within the fortifications ; the depth of water being only twenty-feet, the 
Ihips have not their lower tier of guns on board, but take them in when they get out 
of port. " Belides large magazines, each veflel has a feparate ftorehoufe on the water*s 
edge, oppoflte to which Ihe is moored when in harbour, and may by this means be in- 
. llantly equipped. The number of regillered feamen is fourteen thoufand fix hundred, 
divided into two clafles ; the firll comprifes thofe inhabiting the coalls, who are allow* 
«d to engage in the fervice of merchant-lhips trading to any part of the world. Each 
receives 8s. annually /rom the crown as long as he fends a certificate of his being alive; 
but is fubjed to recal in cafe of war. The fecond comprehends the fixed failors, who 
are conllantly in the employ of the crown, and amount to about four thouiand, ranged 
in four divifions, or forty companies : they are llationed at Copenhagen for the ordinary 
fervice of the navy*, and work in the dock-yard. Each, when not at fea, receives i as. 
per month, befide a quantity of flour and other pfovifions; every two years a complete 
Aiit of clothes, and every year breeches, llockings, Ihpes, arid a cap. Some are lodged 
in barracks. When they fail their pay is augmented to 20s. per month. The marine 
artillery confills of eight hundred men, in four divifions. 

In 1779 the navy confilled of thirty-eight Ihips of the line, including nine of fifty 
guns and one of forty-four^ and twenty frigates; but if we except thofe which are con- 
demned, and thofe w£ich are allotted only for parade, we cannot eflimate the fleet fo 
high as twenty-four fliips of the line, and fifteen frigates, fit for fervice: a number, 
however, fully adequate to the fituation of Denmark ; and, if we include the excellence 
of the failors, it mull be eilcemed as complete a navy as any in the North f. 

A ihip of ninety guns, with its full complement, carries eight hundred and fifty men, 
of feventy guns feveii hundred, of fixty four guns fix hundred, of fifty guns four hun- 
dred and fifty, and a frigate of thirty-fix guns two hundred and fifty. Moil part of this 

' * Holftein produce* oaks, but not a fufficient quantity ; aud they are preferved in cafe of extreme ne- 
ceffity. • 

f 'I'he authoi* of tiie VopfifC de Deux Francois, gives the (late of the Danifli navy in 1791. It differs 
little, as to number, tfrom the IHt m the Appendix to this volume ; and confids of one fliip of qinety guns ; 
two of eighty : ten of feventy four five of feventy ; fix of fixty-four; three of iixty ; and three of fifty 5 
befides five* old of war, with eighteen frigates from forty two to twenty gnns. Of this number 
iweive (hips of the line, and feven frigates were built 4 ince 1774.— -Voyage dc Deux Fran^eisp voL i p. H4. 

7 fleet . 
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fleet ^ generally moored at Copenhagen, except four or five Ihips of the line in the ports 
of Nor\yay, a frigate (Rationed oft Eifinore, another lying off the ifle of Funen, and a 
fmaller veffel on the Elbe, befide a frigate or two which annually make a cruize* 

In i779» tbe year of tBe armed neutrality, the northern powers fent out dift'erent ar- 
maments ; that of Denmark, which was fitting out in the fpring, confided of ten (hips of 
the line, four frigates, and two floops of twenty guns ; and the expence of the equip- 
ment was chiefly fupplied by an additional duty of one per cent, laid on all imports, 
and half per cent, on exports. For manning this §eet one thoufand fixed Tailors were 
felefled, three thoufand five hundred regiftered from the country, and one thoufand 
marines. 

The chief nurfery * for naval officers is the Academy of Marine Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. in 1701. The foundation is for fixty cadets, who are maintained and in- 
ftru£led in the theory of navigation at the expence of the crown. Every year they 
make a cruize on board a frigate. Befide the original number, other youths are ad- 
mitted, under the name of volunteers, at their own expence. 

The eftabliflied religion of Denmark is the Lutheran. The hierarchy confifts of 
twelve bifliops, or fuperintendants ; fix in Denmark, four in Norway, and two in Ice- 
land. There is no archbifhop ; but.the bilhop of Zealand, who is firft in rank, and 
the bifliop of Aggerhuus, are metropolitans. ' 

The annual revenues of the fees are : In Denmark : Zealand loool. ; Funen 760I. ; 
Aarhuus 600I. ; Aalborg 400I. ; and Ripan 400I. In Norway : Chriftiana or Ag- 
gerhuus, 400I. ; Chriftianfand 600I. ; Berghen 400I. ; and Drontheim 400I. In Ice- 
land : Skalholt 1 50I. ; and Holun 1 50I. Thefe two lad biflioprics, although far in- 
ferior in nominal value to the former, are, if we take into confideration the cheapnefs 
of living in Iceland, perhaps equal in real profits to the largeft of the others. 

The inferior clergy are provofts or archdeacons, pariih-priefls and chaplains. Each 
diocefe is divided into a certain number of diftriffs, of which the provofts have the in- 
fpe£fion, and each diftrid into parts. A large parifh, befide the principal church, has 
one or more chapels of eafe. The parifh-priefts receive their falaries -principally in 
glebe, tithes, and furplice fees, and in fome places from the voluntary contributions of 
the parifliioners. The profits vary in the different parts, according to the cheapnefs of 
provifions and other incidental circumftances. In Denmark the livings feldom exceed 
400I., or fall fhort of 60I. per annum, Jutland excepted, in which peninfula there are a 
few fcarcely worth 20I. In Norway the higheft may be rated at 200I., and the lowed: 
at 60I. In Iceland fome pariflies fcarcely bring in 3I. or 4I. a year. A clergyman’s 
widow ufually receives the whole profit of her hufband’s cure for the year immediately 
following his deceafe, and a penfion from his fucceffor, amounting to the eighth of the 
annual income. 

Chap. IV. — Univerftty of Copenhagen.'— Royal Academy of Sciences.'— Royal Society for 
the Improvement rf Northern Hijiory and Languages. — Latin Schools in the Danijh Domi- 
nions.— Refearches into the Origin and Progrefs of Icelandic Literature.— Flora Danica. 
— Oeder and Mtdler.—Regetfufs on Shells, t^c. ^c. 

COPENHAGEN contains, among other literary inftitutions, an univerfity, and an 
academy of fciences. The univerfity was founded in 1479, by Chriftian I. and has 
been augmented and amply endowed by his fucceffors ; amongit whom Chriftian VL 

* Lettres Air le Dannemarky p. lo. 

S 8 


VOL. VI. 


was 



COXE’s travels in DENMARK. 


was the greateft benefaftor. Under that monarch the univerfity was newly modelled, 
and fcveral regulations eltablilhed, which were calculated for the encouragement and dif- 
fufion of learning. It has a confiderable fund ; theprofeflbrs have liberal Salaries, and 
many Undents .are inftruScil gratis. 

'I'he Royal Academy of Sciences * owes its inflitution to the zeal of fix literati, 
whom Chriftian VI. irij 1742, ordered to arrange his cabinet of medals. Thcfe perfons, 
occafionally meeting lor that purpofe, extended their defigns; alTodated others who 
w'ere ertiinent in fcveral Itranches ot fciencc, and fornting a literary fociety, employed 
themfc'lves in examining and explaining the hiftory and antiquities of their country. 
The Count of HoUloiii w'armly patronifed the fociety, and at his recommendation 
Chrillian'VI. took it under his protedion, called it the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
endowed it with a fund, and ortiered the members to join to their former purfuits, na- 
tural hirtory, phyfics, and mathematics. In confequence of the royal favour, the 
members engaged with frelh zeal in their purluits ; and the academy publilhed many 
volumes of tranladions in the Danilh language, fome of which have been trauflated into 
Latin. ^ • 

About the fame period a fociety for the improvement of northern hiftory and Ian- 
guages was inftituted by a few perfons, at the head of whom was Langebek, fince 
greatly diftinguifhed for his hiftorical publications. Thefe perfons contributed to a col- 
leftion of manuferipts, books, coins, .and other literary curiofities ; and even advanced 
a fum of money to fupport the expence of the eftablilhment. Many new members 
being admitted, Chriftian VI. with his ufual zeal for letters, conftituted it, in 1 746, a 
Royal Society, and alfi^ned an apartment in the palace of Charlottenburgh for the place 
of meetmg. This fociety has proved itfelf not unworthy of the royal protection ; 
having given to the world feveral publications, containing hiftorical details, titles, do- 
cuments, diplomas, rare manuferipts, and charts, which tend to throw confiderable 
light on the annals of Denmark. 

Befide the univerfities of Copenhagen and Kiel, there is an academy at Soroe, two 
gymnafia at Odenfee and Altona, and a feminary for Laplanders at Berghen in Nor- 
vyay. There are various Latin fchools maintained at the. expence of the crown j nine- 
teen in Denmark Proper, four in Norway, eleven in Schlefwick, fixteen in Holftein, 
and two in Iceland. The largeft fchools have a reBor^ or upper-mafter, a correBor^ or 
lower-mafter, and two or three collega f choice ^ or afliftants : the fmalleft have only a 
reftor. The lalaries of the mafters vary from 60I. to 200I. a year. Each parifli is 
alfo provided with two or three fchools for the Danilh tongue : where children are in- 
ftrufted in reading, writing, and arithmetic. Thcfe country fchool-mafters have in 
general a falary of about 12I. per annum, a hbufe, and a few other advantages. . 

I rauft alfo mention two fchools af Copenhagen for, the children of. the nobility and 
gentry, who are unable to bear the ex pence of a liberal education i one for boys, and 
the other for females. The fchool-for boys is under the diredlion of Profeffor Tref- 
chow, Chaplain of the garrifon-church at Copenhagen, a gentleman of confiderable 
erudition, who, confidering it as an aft of charity, receives no recompence for his 
trouble. An infpeftor has 60I. per annum. The day fcholars pay only 61 . a year, and 
the boarders aol. : they learn hiftory, geography, and arithmetic, are inftrufted in 

• Lettres fur !e Danncrnark, vol. ii. p. 53. The Count of Wolftcin was the firft prcfident ; and the 

perfons who firft formed the defign, were John Gram, Joachim Frederic Ramus, Chriftian Louis 
Scheid, Marc Woldikey, Erie Foutopidan, and Bernhard Moelman. See' Scripta a Soc. Haf. Edita. 
Vol. i. 
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the articles of religbn, and have maftcrs for the German, French, and Englhh lan- 
guages. ' . . . 

- In general the Danifli literati have particularly turned their refearthes to the hiftory 
and antiquities of the north ; on which fubjefls many curious works have been printed, 
* and more ‘are preparing for public infpeilion. Among thofe who have greatly 
diflinguilhed themfelves in this branch of learning, muft b# mentioned the names of 
Meurfius, Holberg, Olaus Wormius, Pontopidan ; and lately thofe of Langebek, 
Schoening *, and Suhm. 

Among the performances lately printed on thefe topics, thofe in the Icelandic tongue 
deferve particular notice ; as they tend to throw confiderable light on the antiquities, 
hiftory and mythology of the northern nations.: Iceland being in the remote ages, while 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, were in a date of perpetual warfare, the repofitory of 
northern literal ure. On obferving fucli a number of Icelandic manuferipts as are con- 
tained in the Danilh libraries, I was greatly adoniflicd to find that Iceland, confidered 
by the antients as the Ultima Thule ^ or the extremity of the world, and by u.s as fcarccly 
habitable, abounded in learning and feience, at a tiiite when great part of Europe was 
involved in darknefs. 

Hiftory does not afeertain the firft population of Iceland ; when occupied by a co- 
lony of Norwegians in the latter end of the ninth century, it contained but few inhabi- 
tants, whofe anceftors wefe fuppofed to have emigrated from England or Ireland j but 
whofe number was inadequate to refill the invaders. Afterwards other emigrants 
landing from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, the original inhabitants were loft amid 
the fwarm of new fettlers, who introduced the worfliip of Thor and Odin, and all the 
rites and cuftoms which prevailed among the nations of the neighbouring continent. 
Their language was the old Gothic or Teutonic,' the vern;icular tongue of the Swedes, 
Danes, and Norwegians, which, on account of their infular fituation, was preferved pure 
for a confiderable time. The alphabet was compofed of the Runic charafters, only fix- 
toon in number j yet to thefe Icelanders we are indebted for almoft all the hiftorical 
monuments of the northern nations now remaining. From them fprung the Scalds, 
thofe antient bards who have tranfmitted, in their hiftorical poems, the principal events 
which happened in thefe remote quarters of the world, from the arrival of Odin to the 
introdu£lion of chriftianity ; a period of barbarifm and ignorance, which, without their 
labours, had been totally unknown to pofterity. Although thefe Scaldic odes blend oc- 
cafionally improbable narratives with hiftorical events j yet, as the intelligent critics 
may feparate fafls from fable, and truth from fi^ion j and being the only fources of in- 
formation relative to the early affairs of the north, they muft be confidered as valuable 
monuments of antiquity. The recital alfo of thefe compofitions, at public entertain- 
ments, before the princes whofe deeds they celebrated, aqd who, as well as many other 
perfons prefent, were well acquainted with the fubjed of the poem, affords a collateral 
proof of their authenticity f. g ^ 

• ' ■ " 

♦ Langebek, who, among other learned publications, has pi^t forth «• Scriptnrea Rcrum Danicaniia 
Medii Msi** .printed at the King’s expence^ was a native of Jutland, and beyn in J/io; and, after a life 
devoted to the purfuits of learning, died about 1776. 

Schotuinfr, tpc learned editor of Snorro Sturlenlis Hifloria, and many other intcrefting works, was born 
at Schatnasin Norway, in 1722, and died in 1778 The curious reader, who is delirous of fintber infor- 
mation on this fubjeft, will find an ample detail of the lives and writing.'! of thefe two indefatigable anti- 
qnarieo, in the prefaces to the fourth and fifth volumes of the Scriptures Kerum Danicarum, y^hich publica* 
tion is continued by M/. Suhm, with the fame diligence and accuracy that diflinguifiicd the judicious 
Langebek. 

f Snorro Sturlefon, who drew from thefe Scaldic odes many materials for liis Chronicle of the Kings of 
Norway, thus fpcaks of them : ^ ^ w . 

^ s 5 2 Praecjpuc 
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Some of thefe odes were written in Runic charafters *, the far greater part, how- , 
ever, were oftiy configned to memory ; but on the introduftion oi chriftianity into Ice- 
land, in the latter end of the ninth century +, the Runic If'tters were exchanged for the 
Roman alphabet : fchools were founded j the love of Icience, which had in fome degree 
maintained itfelf, even when the inhabitants were in a date of pagahifm, revived with 
frelh vigour, antient poems were collefted, many chronicles digefted into a regular 
form, and the traditions of pagan theology refcued from oblivion. The Icelanders 
pofTelTed feveral hiftorians, long before a Angle annalift appeared among the nations from 
-whom they were defcended. Their authors Illief, Are, and Ssemund, who flourifhed 
in the eleventh century, preceded Saxo- Grammaticus and Sueno, the earliefl of the 
Danifh, Swedifli, or Norwegian writers. 

•It would be an interefting fpecuiation in the theory of mankind, to afcertain, ** how 
it came to pafs that a people diljoined from the reft of the world, few in number, de- 
prefled by poverty, and fituated info unfavourable a climate, fhould be capable, in thofe 
dark ages, of manifefting fuch a tafte for literature. Were we^etter informed of 
certwn particulars relating to the ftate of the north during thsib remote ages, we 
might pofiibly find the caufe of this phenomenon, either in the poverty of the inha- 
bitants of Iceland, which drove them to feek their fortunes in the neighbouring coun- 
tries, or in the fuccefs of their firft bards at foreign courts, which excited their emula- 
tion, and at the fame time prepofiefled ftrangers in their favour ; or laftly, in the na- 
ture of their republican government, in which the talent of oratory, and the reputation 
of fuperior fenfe and capacity, are the direft roads to dignity, refpedb, and preferment J.” 
To thefe caufes may perhaps be joined the political tranquillity of Iceland ; amid the 
civil commotions that convulfed the neighbouring nations, the inhabitants had fufficient 
leifure for literary occupations ; and fome may ^ induced to add the nature of their 
climate, which obliged them to feek for fome relief againft the tedioufnefs of long 
nights and continued darknefs 

But to return to the Icelandic authors. The moft antient hiftorian.-was Illief, bilhop 
of Skalholt : he was fon of GilTur Albus, a perfon of great diftin&ion in Iceland, and 
defcended from the antient kings of Denmark, who confiderably promoted the efiab- 


** Prsedpve cflYmIna fumus fccuti, quae coram ipfia prnici'pibus aiit corum fili'is fiint decantata, vera re- 

K tes omnia, quae iilis in carminibus de corum geftis aut bellis memoriae funt prodita. More quidem 
is eft receptum, praecipue laudare, cui mimftrant> Aft nemo facile auderet, coram ipfo prindpe, lau- 
des et iia^a cantarc, quae tarn ipfe quam alii prxfentes feiroit mera elTe figmenta. Hoc dedecori non laudi 
efict/* See Preface to Schoening’s edition of Snorro Sturleniis,jp. 12. note. 

« Though we have no reafon to believe they w^ere cut upon ftones, as waspraflifed among us, (no Ru- 
nic ftones having been found there, whofe age reaches to the times of paganiTrh) they ufed, however, to 
fcratch them on their bucklers, and fometimes on their ceilings and walls j and the Laxdaela Saga makes 
tnention of one Oiof of Hiardarhult, who had a large houfe built, on the beams and rafters of which remark- 
able ftories are faid to have been marked, In the fame manner as Thorkil Hake cut an account of his own 
deeds on his bedftead and chair/’ Letters on Iceland, p. ijS. 

-|- In the Kriftni Saga, theintrodudion of chriftianity intoIcHand Is thusVelatcd : ** Thorwaldus*, a per- 
fon of fome diftinAion in Iceland, the inhabitants of which were all idolaters, happening to travel through 
Saxony, commenced acquaintance with a certain bifhop, whofe name was Frederic; and being inftfudlcd by 
him in the Chriftlan dodlrincs, was baptiacd. ^ He then prevailed upon the bilhop to return with him to 
Iceland, in order to convert the natives to chriftianity. And as the bilhop was ignorant of the language, 
Thorwaldus, receiving iufttu&ion, preached to the people, and many were baptized This event, whielv 
laid the iirft foundation of the Gofpcl in Iceland, happened in the year 9S0/' See Kriftni Saga, p. 3, &c. 
‘ t Northern Antiquities, vol. i, p. 392. 
f lp(i in defoffis ipecubus fecura fab alti 
Otia agunt terra — 

Hie no£tem ludo ducunt. VIrg. Georg, HI. ^76. 
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Mtnent of chriftianity. Iflief was born in 1006; and, having received the firft rudi- 
ments of learning from his father, was fent, in the fixteenth year of his^ige, into Saxony, 
for the purpofe Of completing his education, and made rapid advances in feveral 
branches of knowledge •. Being ordained prieft, he returned to Iceland ; fixed his re- 
fidence at Skalholt, where his father had erefled a church, and preached the Gofpel 
with fervent and perfuafive eloquence. Iflief was the firft native bifliop of Iceland : he 
was raifed to that dignity in the fiftieth year of his age, at the requeit of the inhabitants, 
by particular defire of the Emperor Henry IIL and during the pontificate of Leo IX. 
He was confecrated by the Archbifliop of Bremen, on the fixth of January 1 056 ; and 
returning the fame year to Iceland, fixed the fee at Skalholt, where he continued until his 
death, which happened in 1080, in the fcventy fifth year of his age. Iflief is defcribed 
as a perfon of a dignified afpe£f, affable, juil, and upright in all his ai^ions, liberal and 
beneficent, though, from the fcantinefs of his income, frequently expofed to extreme 
penury. The fame of his learning and piety being widely diffufed, many foreign 
bilhops vifited Icelaad, for the purpofe of receiving his inftrufbions ; and his memory 
was fo highly revered* among his countrymen, that his name was efteemed fynonimous 
to fandity and erudition. . He married Dalla, daughter of Thorwal, by whom he bad 
three fohs, all celebrated for their talents and knowledge ; but particularly Giffur, who 
fucceeded his father in the biihopric, and inherited his zeal for the propagation of the 
Gofpel, and the promotion of learning. Iflief guarded againft the decline of literature 
in Iceland, by afliduoufly inftruding many pupils, fome of whom became eminently 
diflinguiihed, and two were advanced to the epifcopal dignity. He was well verfed in 
the hillory of the north, and compiled feveral annals, which, though now loft, furniflied 
materials for the chronicles of the earlieft Icelandic authors, whofe works are extant. 

I allude to Are, furnamed the Sage, who was educated by Teitus, fon of Iflief ; Sae- 
mund Sigfurfon, for his great erudition denominated Polyhiftor, and Snorro Sturlefon,. 
ftyled by his learned editor, the Herodotus of the north ; ail of whom immediately fuc- 
ceeded Iflief, and wrote on the hiftory of Norway. 

Many fubfequent annalifts made their appearance, of whom it would be fuperfluous 
to give an account. Several of their writings, compofed in the Icelandic tongue, have 
been given to the public, fome printed in Iceland f, others in Sweden ; but the greater 
part in Denmark, accompanied with Swedifli, Daniih, or Latin tranflations |. The moll 
important of thefe publications is a folio edition of the chronicle of Snorro, printed at 
Copenhagen in 1778, accompanied with a life of the author. He was born in 1178,- 
received his education, and completed his ftudies in Iceland ; became chief magiftrate 
of the country, and was killed in an infurreflion in 1241, in the llxty*thlrd year of his 
age. According to his biographer, he was an excellent poet, an accurate hiftorian, a 
ikilful lawyer, a proficient in the Greek and Latin tongues, and not ignorant of ma- 
(hematics and mechanics § . From his chronicle, Torfaeus, the late annalift of the north,. 

* This account of Iflief I have extrafled from Kriflni Sagai p, 206 to 1099 130 to I4.i« Hnngervaka 
Saka, p. It to 2j. 

t Von Troil informs us. that printing was introduced into Iceland by John (or Jonas) Arefon, bidiop 
of Holun ; that John Mathieflbn, a Swede, was the Aril printer; acd tliat the fir(b book was the Breviari- 
urn Nidarofienfe, printed in 153 rat Holun. He adds, that new types were brought thither in and 

that the Icelandic bible .was printed iti 1584* Sec Letters on Iceland, 

:|: Fora lift of the Icelandic authors, fee Preface to Annales Biornornis de Skardfa, p. 5. North. Ant« 

p. 5a. et paffim. Letters on 'Iceland, letter xiv. The library of the Britifli Mufeum contains about one 
hundred and eighty Icelandic manuferipts. See Ayfeough’s catalogue of the manuferipts of the BritiTh 
Mufeum, p, 890, § Preface, p ix. 

chiefly 
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xhit'/ly urew the imterials for his Hiftory of Norway, and he acknowledges himfclf 
more indebted to Snorro than to any other writer. 

I'Vom the fourteenth century, hiftory and letters gradually declined in Iceland, and 
it was involved in the fame darknefs which had overfpread Europe. The reformation, 
which was introduced in the middle of the fixteenth century, occafioned the revival of 
fcience. Altliough there never have been wanting among the inhabitants men of con- 
jfiderable lejaming, yet, as knowledge has widely diffufed itfelf in Sweden and Denmark 
under the proteftion of their fovereigns, thefe kingdoms have become greatly en- 
ilightened, and Iceland is no longer the foie rcpofitory of northern genius *. 

'Although the Danifli literati have direfled their chief attention to hiftory and anti* 
iquities } yet they have by no means been deficient in the ftudy of nature. 

. Frederic V., the late King of Denmark, a munificent patron of the fciences, founded, 
in 1753, a botanical garden, intended principally to facilitate a liberal defign of giving 
a complete hiftory, and engravings of ail the native plants in the Danifli dominions f. 
The fuperintendance of this garden, (with a ftipend,) and aft erwards. the prof eflbrihip 
of botany in the Royal Academy of Copenhagen, were conferred on Mr. Oedcr, who 
was chofen to condud the work. In profecution of this defign, he vifited at the King’s 
expedee various parts of Denmark and Norway, and began the publication in 1 762. 

The Flora Danica was intended to contain, in the folio form, figures of all the in- 
digenous plants of Denmark, Norway, thofe of the duchies of Slefwick and Holftein, 
and of many from Iceland; a tradt of country extending more than fixteen degrees, 
between the fifty-fourth degree of latitude and the North Cape. A hiftory of all thefe 
plants, in odavo, was alfo promifed ; but this part of the plan has not yet been com- 
pleted. 

Of this Flora Danica, a number, or fafdculusy containing fixty plates, was intended 
to be annually publiftied; the firft came forth in 1762, but, according to the ufual 
fate of periodical undertakings of fuch confiderable extent, feveral caufes have retarded 
its regular progrefs, and the fifteenth fafciculus only, completing the number of nine 
hundred plates, or* five volumes, made its appearance in 1782. This work may be 
pur chafed either coloured or plain. The names of the plants are not engraved on the 
plates ; neither from the nature of the fubjed could any regular method or fyftem be 
obferved. The plants are feparately figured ; each engraving contains one plant only, 
except in thofe of the clafs Cryptogamia, where, in fome inftances, feveral are given in 
the fame plate. Prefixed to Q-achfafckulm is a nomenclature, with the Linnasan names, 
a few feled fynonyms, and an account of the places of growth. As often as the fize 
will admit, the plant is exhibited in the natural magnitude ; in others, a branch only, 
and in moft inftances, the p^ts of frudification are feparately delineated ; an article in- 
difpenfable to botanical accuracy. In fbme of the larger plants, befide the branch of 
the natural fize, the whole is given on a reduced fcale; but it muft be confefled, that 
this part of the defign is the lead meritorious ; happily it does not often occur. 

The twelfth fafckulus^ in 1777, was accompanied vrith an. index of all jhe plants 
already engraved, or intended to be centred in this work ; by which it appears, that 

* I am chiefly Indebted for information upon the ]tterai;y hiftory of Iceland to Mallct^s North. Antiq^ 
tranflated by Dr. Percy, Bifhop of Dromore; Von Troil’s Lcttera on Iceland, tranflated by Fortter; 
Torixt Hiil. Nurw. ; Snorro Stlirleniis Hilt. Regum Nurw. ; and the feveral publications of tlie Ice- 
landic writers printed at Copenhagen. 

.f This account of the Flora Danica, and of McflVs. Oedcr and Muller, was chiefly communicated to 
me by pr. Fulteney, to whom 1 have been fo repeatedly obliged. .* 

8. the 
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.the whole number will nearly amount to one ihoufatid eight himtlrcd fpeoies; of uh'ch 
more than five hundred and fevcnty are of the clafs Cryptogainia, or that which con- 
tains the ferns, moffes, algae, and fungi. That any curious pcrfons, yet unacquaiuted 
w'ith this work, may judge how far it might be fu'ofervient to their knowledge of Eng- 
lilb botany, it may be added, that out of ujne hundred and eighty rpeci..‘S already figured 
in the fifteen firft fafdculi, more than feven huiidred are fpontaneoully produced in 
Britain. 

Magnificent and accurate as this work is, and though conduced at. the King’s ex- 
pence, truth will not be offended by afferting, that the execution of it is (lill inferior to 
a performance of the fame kind now publiflimg in England, at the rifk of an individual. 

I allude to Curtis’s Flora Londinenjts ; which, for the magnitude of the plates, the nice 
dilcrimination and figures of the fruflification, has not been paralleled by any other 
publication of fuch fcope and defign ; nor is the merit of the Flora Londinenjts confined 
to the accurate elegance of the plates ; it contains a- minute defeription of each plant, 
and is enriched by fcientific, ufeful, and ceconomical obfervations, either oxtra£ted from 
the belt writers, or derived from the extenfive knowledge of its author. It is but juf- 
tice to add, that the minute plants of the clafs Cryptogamia, in the delineation of which 
the Flora Danica is extremely deficient, are figured with the utmoft exaftnefs by Mr. 
Curtis, who introduced to the Englifli botanift five new fpecies of agarid*. 

Chriflian Oeder, to whom, through the liberality of his monarch, we are indebted 
for the Flora Danica, was the pupil and friend of the celebrated Haller, under whom 
he was educated at Gottingen. According to Dr. Nugent’s account of Oeder f, he 
vifited England in his younger days, and acquired a great knowledge of the language. 
Whilft ftudent at Gottingen, he tranflated all the Englifh treatifes for a Latin edition 
of Dr, Mead’s works, which Haller publiflied in 2 vols. 8vo. in 1748. The fucceeding 
year he took bis dodor’s degree in phyfic, and,wrofe, on that occafion, a thefis, which 
Haller calls Do£la DJfertatio contra Revuljlonem Ssf Derivationcm," In 1 753, at which 
period he was fettled at Copenhagen, the Royal Academy of Sdences at Gottingen 
named him a correfpondent member ; and foon after he was made fuperintendant of 
the botanincal garden at Copenhagen, and profeffor of botany. In 1752, Oeder pre- 
fided at the public difputatioh of Dr. Peter Afeanius, and took that occafion to write on 
irritability ; a fubjed on which the experiments and obfervations of his great mailer had 
drawn the attention of anatomills and phyficians. 

Having performed many joumies into the different provinces of Denmark, accompa- 
nied by a draughtfman, and colleded great materials for the intended Flpra, he pub- 
lilhcd, in 1762, the firft fafciculus j and in 1764, as a part of his plan, l)is Elements 
of Botany, in 8vo. This work exhibits a profound knowledge of the fubjed; and the 
author has given the outlines of a new method of arrangement, a<lapted only to the 
plants of Europe. The fecond volume of the Elements was printed in 1766 ; and is 
embellilhed with fourteen excellent plates, explanatory of the techinal part of his fubjed. 
His fyftem was intended, to comprife eight claffes; i. Cryptanthera ; 2. Monocotyle- 
dones ; 3. Amentacea ; 4. Incompleta ; 5. Calycarpa ; 6. Calycanthema ; 7. Monopetala ; 

8. Polypetala. Of this fyftem the aflthor has only exemplified thfe firft clafs, which he 
publKhed in a fq)arate volume in 1770, in 8vo. ; and in which are mcthod.cally ar- 

^ A. Oftreatiis; Plycatalidj Glutinofus; Floc6ofu8$ Veliitipes, — Mr.' Curtis publiflied only two vo« 
lumes of this fplcndid work, which has been interrupted by bis deatbi which iiappenedin 1799* 
f Nugent's Travels through Gcrroanyi vol. ii 




COXli’s TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 


,320 

rangcvi one thoufand two hundred and thirty-nine fpecies, with the fpeclfic names, from 
Dillenius, Haller, and Linnaeus. 

It is greatly to be regretted, that this ingenious naturalift has been called from the 
paths of fcience by an appointment to an office in the treafury, where he has lliewn him- 
felf no lefs qualified to excel in the civil line. 

After the publication of the eleventh fafciculm in 1775, the further profecution of the 
work was committed to the care of Dr. Otto Frederic Muller, a gentleman who after- 
wards gave to the public feveral valuable fpecimens of his knowledge in natural hiftory ; 
particularly a curious work under the title of Hiftoria Vermium ; another under that of 
Zoologia Danica Prodromtis and engaged, under the higheft patronage, in publiffiing 
the figures of all the rarer animals of the kingdom of Denmark, under the title of Zoo~ 
logia Danica leones^ of which two fafeicuU made their appearance *. 

In fpeaking of the publications on natural hiftory, it would be unpardonable to omit 
the moft fplendid work of the kind ever produced in any nation. It is a colleftion of 
rare fhells, in 2 vols. folio, engraved and coloured by Francis Michael Regenfufs at the 
royal expence. The firft volume contains a fhort account of the colledions of natural 
hiftory, and particularly of fhells,. in Denmark; a preliminary difeourfe on conchology, 
with a detail of the authors who have written on the fubjed, and their different fyf- 
tems, and feventy-eight complete and delicately coloured figures, in twelve plates, 
accompanied with fcientific deferiptions in the Latin, French, and German languages f. 

The Kings of Denmark have occafionally deputed, and ftill continue to fend, at their 
expence, men of learning not only through their own territories, but to various parts 
of the globe, for the purpofe of extending the bounds of knowledge. 

Langebek travelled through the Daniffi dominions and Sweden, with a view to col- 
lect documents, charters, and other ftatc papers, relative to the ancient hiftory of the 
North ; and Schoening for the fame purpofe, at the expence of Prince Frederic. Among 
othefs employed in the execution of the fame plan. Dr. Moldenhauer, a gentleman of 
various and profound erudition, vifited England, France, and Spain, where he examined 
the libraries for oriental and claffical manuferipts. 

But the literary expedition which reffeds the higheft honour on the croVn of Den- 
mark, and holds up an example to other fovereigns, was begun in 1761, under the 
aufpices of Frederic V. who, at the fuggeftion of the late Count Bemfdorf, difpatched 
four perfons J, eminently verfed in different branches of fcience, tp, Arabia ; of which 
curious and interefting. journey Niebuhr, the only furvivor, has publimed a much efteem- 
ed account §. 

There are two libraries at- Copenhagen belonging to the King, a private and a pub- 
lic, both in the apartments of the palace. The private library contains twenty thou- 
fand volumes ; the public one hundred and ten thoufand, and feven thoufand manu- 

* Since tiic death of Dr. Muller, who completed only the fifteenth fafttcvJut, the Flora DaaicahtB been 
Mntinued by profeiTor Vahl, well known from his SymMa Batamca, or defeription of plant* coUefted by 
Forikal during his journey into the Eaft, to which are added other* feen by the profeflbr himfelf in the 
fouth of Europe, and in A frica. The fame author has enriched botanical fcience by a defeription of Ame- 
rican plant* not before known, in a work entitled Eelt^a Amruana. 
j- Choix de Co^uillages Gravees. ^ 

Frederic Chrtftien Haven for oriental languages $ Forikal and Dr. Cramer for natural hiftory ; Nie- 
buhr for hiftory and geography : they were accompanied by a draughtfman. 

^ Befehreibung von Arubien ; Reife Bcfchreibnng nacn Arabien, &c. in 3 vols. This work ha* been 
‘ tra'nflated into the French language. Defepritieu de 1’ Arabic. They departed from Copenhagen in 
^ 7 % 

feripts. 
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fcripts. Among the manufcripts are many Perfian and Arabic, brought from Arabia 
by Niebuhr. Among thofe of the daffies, I obferved a beautiful Cicero’s Rhetoric on 
vellum, and a no lefs beautiful Virgil on vellum, of the eleventh century, tvhfch has 
been collated by the learned Heyne of Gotdng^n for his excellent edidon of the Roman 
poet. 

This collefdon is extremely rich in Icelandic books, and in all publications relative 
to the antiquities and hiftory of the three northern kingdoms. The art of typography 
mult have been introduced late into Denmark ; as the earliefl: book printed at Co* 
penhagen is Skaniky Logh, or King Waldemar’s Law of Scania, which bears the date 
of tco5. 

The library of Count Thott, probably the largeft private colleSion in Europe, con* 
tains one hundred and ten thoufand volumes, and above five thoufand manufcripts. It 
is as remarkable for the rarity as for the number of the books, and is particularly rich 
in the palaeographia, or early printed books, of which there are above two thoufand of 
the fifteenth century •. 

Mr. Suhm’s colledion deferves alfo to be vifited by the lover of letters. It contain* 
ed, 1785, fifty thoufand volumes colleded by himfelf; it abounds with hiftorical and 
topographical publications in all languages, particularly thofe which relate to the anti* 
quities and hiftory of northern Europe, the fovourite obje& of his refearches. He pof- 
fefles alfo many curious manufcripts in the Greek and Oriental languages, particularly 
thofe which belonged to the celebrated Rdfkius, for the, purchafe of which he gave 
the widow an annuity of 40I. This library is open every morning from nine to eleven, 
for the ufe and infpedion of men of letters, and the ftudents of the univerfity. 

Suhm is juftlj confidered one of the moft learned men in Denmark, in regard to the 
hiftory and antiquities of the north. He has given to the public feveral works on thefe 
fubje^, much efteemed for profoundnefs and accuracy of refearch : among others, on 
the Ori^n of Nations in general ; on the Origin of the Northern Nations ; concern- 
ing Odin, and the Mythology of the Northern Nations ; on the Emigrations of the 
Northern Nations, a vols. j Critical Hiftory of Denmark z vdls. i Hiftory of Deal- 
mark. 


Chap. V .^Pre/mtaiion to the Prince Royedj^ReveluHon in the Admini/iratien ^e&ed by 
^ HU Jieyai Hiyfmefs, 

JULY 1 6th, 1784. In a private audience of the Prince Royal, I had the honour 
of prefenting the firft edition of my Travels in Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmaik* 
His Royal Highneft converfed with qne for a confiderable time ; and by Ids queftions a^ 
remarks, gave flrong figns of a comprehenfive mind, and of a difpofition formed for 
government. 1 could not avoid admiring r Prince, who, at the age of foteen, aiSed 
with fo much firmnefs, fecrecy, and diforetion ; and who lately eftefted a change in the 
adminiftratitm of this kiii^m, no lefs by his own prudence and courage, than by the 
advice and affiftmee of h» friends. 

Since the imprifonment and exile of Matilda, the whole power xvas vefted in the 
Quecn*dowager Juliana*Maria ; and the adminiftration, which oftenfibly carried on 
the public affairs, was fubforvient to her views, and to thofe of her fon Prince Fre- 
deric. 


* This curious and valuable coUedion, fince the death oF Count Thott, has been fold by auAitni { the 
catalogue confifts of feveral volumes, and is a deilrable nequifition to the literati. 


VOL. VI. 


Bv 


T T 



322 COX£*S TRAV£i.S IN DENMARK. 

By means of his coufin, the Queen>dowager, the King of Pruffia * gradually acqtired 
an almoft abfolute fway in the cabinet of Denmark ; and direfled the foreign affairs in 
fubfervieocy to the views of the French court, and in oppofition to the interefts of Eng. 
land. Count Bernfdorl^ pnme.mini(ler, being the only perfon in the Daniffi miniffry 
who ventured to dppofe the French and Pruffian party, his difmiflion w^as refolved in 
the cabinets of Vcrl'ailles and Berlin ; and his conduct, with regard to the armed neu* 
trality, furniflied an opportunity to effeft their purpofe. 

The King of Pruilia having prevailed on the reigning party to accede to the armed 
neutrab'ty, a meafure fo hollile to the intereffs of England, Count Bernfdorf, though 
unable to prevent the meafure, had yet fufficient addrefs to infert an article in the treaty, 
that Denmark fliould maintain its former alliances. 

* This condud gave great difgufl to the King of Pruflia ; and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick was lent to offer Bernfdorf, that he fhould be continued in the office of 
prime-miniffer, if he would agree to the armed neutrality without the aforefaid ftipula- 
tion ; but to threaten him with inilant diTmiffion if he perfevered in maintaining that 
point. Bernfdorf, nobly difdaining to hold his office on fuch difhonourable terms, was 
difmiffed from his employments, and retired into Germany ; and his removal gave un- 
limited fcope to the Prullian party, which governed the Queen* dowager. 

Guldberg, formerly profeffor of the academy of ^oroe, and preceptor to Prince Fro* 
deric, was the perfon m whom the Queen.dowager conhded ; and in the capacity of 
private fccretary to the King, was the fecret, though not the oftcnfible minifter. A 
change W'as alfo introduced ia the ufual mode of iffuing the royal mandates, which fc- 
cured to the Queen-dowager and her party the moll abfolute fway. 

Previous to this change, the general affairs of goveriiment were tranfafled in the 
privy.cbuncil, confiffing of as many members as the King chofe .to appoint ; all parti, 
cular bufinefs was carried through .the different boards of finance, marine, and com. 
merce, and the King always figned the decrees and edifls feparately from each board. 

To extend their influence and , authority, the reigning party introduced a kind of 
private cabinet, in which the royal orders were iffued cxclufively of the feveral boards. 
By this means the privy.council became little more than a cypher; the refpedive 
boards were only employed in fulfilling the King’s orders ; and, as the King bimfelf 
was incapable of governing, the Queen.dowager, who had poffeflion of his perfon, 
could obtrin his fignature on all occafions, and was, in effe£l, fovereign vrithout con. 
trout ^ * 

Nothing could alter this ftate of aflfairs, but the admiflion of the Prince into the privy, 
coun^ ; and as, according to the laws of Denmark, he could not be fwom a mem. 

until he had been confirmed and taken the facrament ; and as, in order to be con* 
firmed, he was to undergo a public examination, the governing party contrived to de* 
Uy that ceremony, under the pretence that he was not fufficiently inftrufted in the ar- 
ticles of religion. Reports were induffrioufly circulated, and as readily believed, by 
thofe wbofe intereff it was to believe thdn, that the Prince’s abilities were extremely 
moderate. And, although it was ufual for the Princewroyal^o be confirmed, and take 
his feat in the privy-council at thirteen, yet this ceremony was repeatedly pollponed 
long after he had reached that age. 

. When the Prince had nearly attained his fixteenth year, they could not venture 4o 
delay his confirmation, but as the fatal hour approached, every precaution which pru. 
d'ence or art could fuggeil was taken to gain the Prince, and continue the power in the fame 


♦ Frederic the Second. 
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hands. For this ^pofe, his governor, General Etkfted, who vras not beloved by his 
royal puinl, was difmilTed ; and Sporen, his preceptor, and fuppolbd to be his favourite, 
appointed fecretary of the cabinet. A new privy.council was nominated, confifting 
ahnoft entirely of the quecn-d(^agcr*s creatures, in which Guldberg had the princi* 
pal fway. Every thing feemed to bend before the Queen-dowager, the ftince effefted a 
revolution as lingular as it was unexpe^cd. 

On the 4th of April 1784, the Prince was confirmed in the royal chapel of Copen- 
bagen, in the prefence of the King and court. According to the cuftom of the Lu- 
theran church, he underwent a previous examination by the King's chaplain, which 
continued above an hour j and the Prince replied to every queflion in a fenfible^nan- 
ner j fuificiently proving, from the readinefs and perfpicuity of his anfwers, that the re- 
ports of his incapacity were malicious and unfounded. He fpokc in a loud, clear, manly 
tone of voice, with a dignity and propriety which afionilhed the alTembly ; and repeated 
the oath, to continue true to the eftablifhed church, in fo feeling a manner, as drew 
tears from the eyes of many who were prefent. 

Having, on a fubfequent occafion, received the facrament, he was admitted into the 
privy-council ; and on the morning of the 14th of April, took the accufiomed oath. 
About five in the afternoon, the Prince and members of the new privy-council alTem- 
bled for the firft time in the King's prefence. Steman, who was at the head of the 
treafury, was going to propofe the ordinary bafinefs of the day, but was interrupted by 
the Prince ; turning to the King, His Royal Highnefs thanked his majefty for his educa- 
tion, and remonftrated againft many abufes in the late adminiftration or affairs, particu- 
larly on the irregular mode of iffuing orders from the cabinet, and not from the dif- 
ferent boards of government. He then faid, ** Confeious of my own inexperience, I 
cannot advife your majeffy for the glory of the crown, or the advantage of the nation, 
unlefs the privy-council confifts of thrae perfons who poffefs my confidence, and the 
confidence of the people. But, in the pr^ent inffance, neither myfelf nor the nation 
can place any confidence in the perfons now in power ; I therefore requeff your ma- ' 
jefty to diflblve the prefent privy-council, and to appoint in their place Count Bwnfl ' 
dorf, and fuch other perfons as I take the liberty of recommending. I hope and truft<^ 
that your majefty will iflue an order, that no edi£f fhall be valid unlefs' counterfigned 
by me." At the conclufion of thefc words, which he uttered with great firmnefs and ' 
modoation, be ffud the appointment of the new privy-council before the King, and 
entreated him to fign it. 

AU|he members (except Baron Schach Rathlow, who alone was acquainted with the 
Prince's determination) were fo petrified with affonifhment, as to be incapaMe of 
making any refiftance. But when the King appeared to hefitate, one of the membexu ^ 
rofe, and faid, ** Sir, His Majeffy cannot fign fuch papers without due confideration/* ' 
and endeavoured at the fame time to fnatch them from the Prince’s hand. The Prince 
replied with fome warmth, but with great dignity, ** Sir, it is not your bufinefs to ad- 
vife His Majefty on fuch occafions, but mine, who am heir apparent, and ref^ionfiMe to 
the narion tor my conduft and again tendering the papers to the King, His Majefty 
inftantly figned them. The papers were fent by a confidential meffenger to the chancery, 
and regift^ed accordingly. 

The privy-councii being thus diflblved on the firft time of their affembling in the 
King’s prince, the Prince himfelf announced the change to the Queen-dowager in. 
terms of high refpedi > > 

Throughout the whole tranfa^ion, the conduft of the young Prince was remarkable 
for a difcretion.and fecrecy extronely uncommon in a perfon (ft his age. Bring difeon- 
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tented with the Queeii«dowager, he had ^-entered into a fecret conreTpondiifnce with 
Count Bernfdorf) continued his intercouiYe near two years, fometimes by letters, and 
fomettmes by meffiiges, and received from him inflrudions in what manner to proceed. 
While engaged in this buiinefs, he entered into another correfpondence with Schach 
Rothlow, WM had the principal (hare in procuring the diTmiifion of Count Bemfdorf, 
but was now difpleafed with the perfons in power, and made private offers to the Prince, • 
without brin^ acquainted with his fecret correfpondence with Bemfdorf. The Prince 
earned on tms double intrigue under the diredion of Count Bemfdorf, in whom he 
implicitly confided, without being fufpeAed by his preceptor Sporen, or by his governor. 
General Eikfted, and even lulled the fufpicions of the Queen-dowager : her I^jefty, in 
a converfation which (he held with him about a week before the event, taxed him with 
Imlding a fecret correfpondence ; to which he returned an evafive anfwer with fuch un- 
concern and ferenity, that he entirely removed her fufpidons. - 

Thus a boy, not fixteen years of age, duped veterans in cQurt-intrigues, by pretending 
to be entirely fiiendly to the Queen-dowageris party, and to acquiefee in the nomina- 
tion of the new privy.council, at the moment he was determined to remove them. And 
although the projefl was entrafted to above ten perfons, yet not one of them betrayed 
the fmalleft fymptom which could create fu^idon. 

Everv meafure which pradence diftated was adopted on this important occafion. 
General Hut had affembled the guards in mrder to force the privy-council to compliance, 
ftipuid the members make any (mpofition ; and the governor of the citadel was prepared 
to admit the Prince within the rortrefs, if afidrs had not turned out to his wilhes. For- 
tunately ^ courage and addre& of the Prince, and the popularity of his caufe, rendered 
thefe precautions unneceffary. 

The Prince treated with great mildnefs all thofe perfons whom he removed from their 
fhces. He conferred on the ex-minifter Guldbeig, a penfion of 5000 * rix-dollara, 
and appointed Inm govtfnor of Aarhus, a fpecies of honourable banilhment. He no- 
minatM Steman governor of Haderileben ; affured him, he was convinced of the fide- 
lite with wluch he had dilchaiged hi| office of treafurer, adding, that if he could not 
fiuBdently reward him, he would amply provide for his children. 

The cmf perfons who aded as the Prince's confidants, and who have (ince filled the 
prindpal o^es in court and ftate, were M. de Schach Rathlow, Count Bemfdorf, 
GiwntSbiainaielman, General Hut, and M. de Bulow, then gentleman of the bed-cham- 
.htf , and now marflial of the Prince’s court. 

The only foreigner who is fuppofed to have had any knowledge of the tranfaflion, 
mat Ulr. Elliot, who had repaired to Copenhagen from Berlin in the capacity of BritUh 
envoy ; and the King of Great Britsun was the firft fovereign to whom the Prince-royal 
communicated his fuccefe. 


CiiAr. "Vl.’-^EHeur/m ta Fredericjbtrg, Friedenjberg^ and Fredmejiutrk, 

THE (hortnefs of my (by at Copenhagen during my firfi: tour, and the earlinefe of 
the feafon, prevented me from making excurfions in the environs of Copenhagen. My 
iecond tour in 1784, having afibrded me an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, I 
made an agreeable expedition to the palaces of EUrfliolm, Fredericlborg, Friedenfoeig, 
and to the uon founderies of Fredericfwerk. 


i«ocL 
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Hiriho1m» a royal palace begun by Chriftian the Sixth, and finiihed by his queen, 
Chri<l» na Sophia, is a large quadrangular building of brick, ftuccoed white, furround* 
ed by a moat, and placed in a low and marihy fituation. The fuice of apartments is 
princely, but almoft without furniture, as they have not been inhabited fince the im> 
prifonment and exile of Queen Matilda, who made it her ^vourite refidence. The 
dining-room ian. large apartment, and remarkable for a jet d*eau, and twelve fountains, 
fpoumig from the fides. The gardens are formal, and full of jets d*eau. The place 
is fo entirely negleded, that the court.yard is over-run with weeds, and the moat is a 
green mantled pool. Orders were lately received to put the palace in repair for the 
refidence of the Prince-royal, who difplays an affedionate attachment to the memory of 
his mother. 

In the gardens is a fummer-houfe, which ferved as a temporary theatre for the di- 
verfion of Queen Matilda, and her company ; and in another part is a wooden building 
called a Norway-houfe, containing landfcapes of Norway in relief, and imitations of 
rocks, with wooden cottages perched on them, and wooden roads. Near this building 
the walks are not unpleafantly carried through the grounds in the Engliih ftyle. 

The road from Hirfholm to Frederidborg winds agreeably, through a beautiful and 
undulating country, richly clothed with forefts of beech, birch, and oak, and enlivened 
by fmall lakes in the recefies of the wood. 

Frederidborg was built by Chriftian the Fourth, and was fo called in honour of his 
father Frederic the Second. It is an enormous and motley pile of building, partly 
of red brick, and partly of ilone, partly Gothic, and partly in the Grecian ftyle of ar- 
chkefture. It is built round three courts, each of which is furrounded by moats, and 
joined by bridges. The principal fagade is full of niches, containing bad ftatues. In 
the inner court are two ftories of feven arches, conftrufled with ftone painted black, 
and pillars of dark Norwegian marble. This appendage contrafting with the red brick 
produces a ftrange efte£l ; while a profufion of gilding and mafly fculpture disfigures 
rather than adorns the building. 

1 he fituation, on the banks of a {mail lake, is not unpleafant. The palace contains 
a large colleflion of pictures, in great confufion, among which I obferved a few not 
unworthy of notice. The crucifixion of our Savbur, by Andreas Peters,. a> Danifli 
painter, in the reign of Chriftian the Fourth ; three brought frrom haly, by Frederic 
the Fourth } Saul and David, after the death of Goliath, by an unknown hand ; Abra- 
ham and Melchifedec, by Caravaggio, difplaying the long oontralLof light and fhade, 
and that vulgass nature which charaflerizes the works of that capricious pamter ; Jo- 
nas preacbog to theNinevites, by Salvator Rofa, the figures as large as life, and^in the 
grand ftyle of that great mailer } feveral tolerable paintings of the Flemiih fchool, 
chiefly fcriptural fubjefls. 

One of the apartments’ contains a fuite of the imaginary portraits of the kings of 
Denmark, before the converfion of the Danes to the chriftian religion. In another I 
obferved’ the whole leiM^ f^pmesof the kings of Denmark of the houfe of Oldenburgh 
hemnmBg widi Chriftian the Firft, and ending with Chriftian the Fifth, all originals. 
Of thefe the portrait of Chriftian the Second is themoft ftriking, as it exhibits a fine ex- 
prelfion of that melancholy, feverity, and cruelty, which form^ a prominent feature in> 
the ehamdbr of that dsleflhible tyrant; A. head of his queen liabell^ fifter oi the Em- 
peror CharlM the Fifth, reminded me of her mild and amiable qualities i of the meek- 
nefs and patience, and yet dignity, with which ffae fu]^x>rted the harihnefs and infideli. 
ties of her obdurate hdfbaaddn ^ time of his profperity ; of her mrtreme attachment 
to him in d^||4^ottr of. his di%race ; of her unwearied attentions to foothe his difap- 
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pointment, and roufe him from his defpondency ; of her refufal to accept an honour* 
able fettlement offered by the Hates of Denmark^ and of her noble anl wer, “ that ihe 
had rather live with her hufband in banifhnicnt, than reign without him She fur* 
vived his depofition only three years, and died in the palace of Ghent, in 1525. Anne of 
Denmark, filter of Chrifiian the Fourth, -and queen of James the Firlt. Several of 
Charles the Firlt, one in his princely robes, when a boy of fifteen, and another by Van- 
dyke, when a young man. 

The chapel is a handfome apartment, but more remarkable for coltlinefs than talte. 
The walls are hung with the efcutcheons of the knights of the Elephant, the firlt or- 
der in Denmark ; as is the gallery with the efcutcheons of the knights of the order of 
Danebrog. 

' The. palace of Friedenlbei^, four miles from Fredericlborg, is delightfully placed at 
a fmail diltance from the lake of Efferom, a piece of water fifteen miles in circumfe- 
rence. I fearedy ever beheld a fituation more capable of improvement, and wilhed 
for a difciple of Brown to lay out the ground. But this beautiful fpot is fpoiled (if it 
can be fpoiled) by cut yews, Itraight walks, a profufion of fiatues and triumphal arches, 
where nature and fimplicity are expelled ; for in thofe parts, on the oppofite fide of the 
Idee, where the grounds are covered with natural forefis, the feenery is extremely beau- 
tiful and pifturefque. 

The palace is a brick building fiuccoed white, confiding of a front, and two wings. 
It was built by Frederic the Fourth, and called Friedenlberg, or the manfion of Peace ^ 
becaufe it was finiflied in 1720, when the peace was concluded with Sweden, after a 
long war which had defolated both countries. As a memorial of this event, a wooden 
pillar, painted like marble, and a fmall fiatue of Peace, are ere£ted in the area before 
the palace, more expreflive of the fatisfadion with which Frederic gave peace to his 
fubjefls, than of his tafle in fculpture. It bears this infeription : Pact Jlaitiam^ arcem, 
quodque reliquum fuit vitte^ dedicavit Fredericas QuOrtus^ lyiofi a proroife which the 
monarch inviolably maintained during the remainder of his reign, and which refledls 
high honour on his memory, as he poffeffed a fpirit of enterprife and undaunted cou- 
rage. From this period he had leifure to attend to the internal regulations of his king- 
dom, and to form ufeful eflablifbments, particularly the foundation of feveral country 
fchools, which endears his memory to his countrymen. 

Nothing more is wanting to render Friedenlberg a moll delightful fpot, than to re- 
move the cut hedges, level the terraces, to permit the foreft trees to expand and grow ; 
in a word, to leave nature to herfelf. In the garden is a curious affemblage of fiatues, 
placed regularly on circular terraces of earth, which are of fione painted white, and re- 
prefent the Norway peafants habited in their various dreffes. 

We did not attempt to requefi the permifiion of feeing the palace, as it is inhabited 
by the Queen-dowager, Juliana Maria | ; the place of her rethement, fince the Prince- 
royal has taken into his hands the adminifiration of affairs. 

Early the next morning we quitted the village of Friedenl^rg, where we found a 
neat inn, with comfortable accommodations, and returning by the palace of Fredericf- 
borg, paffed on to Fredericfwerk, near the Ife-fiord, a bay of the fea, on the northern 
ihore of Zealand, where General Clauffen has efiablilhed various manufa&ories, a 
foundery ibr cannon, and other works, for fupplying the Danilh army and navy with 


Mallet, Hid. des Dan. vdL ii. p. 277, 4to. ^ ^ ^ « 

To peace, tbit lUtue, palace, and the remainder of his life, were dedicated by Frederic the Fourth, . 
f The Quccn-dowager is fince deceafed. 
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ftores. The General, to whom we had a letter of recommendation, received us with 
great cordiality and politenefs, and accompanied us over the works. 

General Clauffen eflabliihcd thefe works in 1756, on the expcdation of a Rufliah 
war, when the government was fcantily fupplied with military ftores. He fixed on thi^ 
fpot as the moft convenient for water to turn the mills ; gave in his propofals to go- 
vernment, which were inftantly accepted, and completed his plan notwithftanding nu- 
merous obftacles. 

We embarked with the General on a canal, which forms the communication be- 
tween a fmall lake, and the Ife>fiord. This cut was begun in 1717, by command of 
Frederic the Fourth, to prevent the inundations of the lalce from overflowing the royal- 
eftatcs ; and from thence the place was called Fredericfwerk. It was finifhed in 1720, 
but the foil being a light-find, and the banks cut perpendicularly, they fell down and 
choaked the canal for a fpace of 500 feet. The General found it therefore neceftary to 
new form the canal. He cut through feveral parts above 70 feet in depth, Hoped the 
banks, covered them with earth, and in fome places with fea-weed, faftened by branches 
of fir, to prevent the fand from being drifted away. He then planted the flopes with 
willows, alders, elm, and oak, which he was obliged to water every day for a year. 
By thefe means the plants throve, and now clothe the high banks to the edge of the water. 

In the fame manner he planted the adjacent country for the fpace of feveral miles, 
which was either a morafs, or covered with drifted fand. Frederic the Fourth in vain 
endeavoured to fertilize this wafte ; for when he thought he had fucceeded, the fand 
in one year covered many miles, in fome places, to the aftonifhing height of eighty 
feet. General ClauflTen however has fucceeded, and has flicwn that ingenuity is of 
more avail than abfolute power. By fixing the fea-weed into the ground with fir 
branches, he rendered the foil ftable, and fertilized, at great labour and expence, a de- 
fert of feveral miles. Thus a traft of country, which before only fed two-and-thirty 
cows, now yields, befidcs a large quantity of fire-wood, in a favourable feafon, above 
five hundred loads of hay. 

At the extremity of this cut, we turned into another canal, formed entirely by. 
the General ; it was made through qutekfands, and the banks likewife floped 
and planted. He employs at prefent only three hundred and forty men. All 
the workmen are his own peafants, who of courfe labour at a reduced price. He 
has built for their habitation rows of houfes, with rude ftones walked with ftucco, 
made from equal quantities of the pounded fcoria of iron, quicklime, and chalk, 
and has found from experience that it is extremely durable. His works confift of 
a foundery for cannon and balls, and for making falt-petre and gunpowder, with 
bake-houfes and breweries. He boafted, that in 1772 he fumilhed the army of Nor- 
way with artillery in three months ; and at two months notice he could fupply a fifty 
gun Ihip with all her artillery, ammunition, and military ftores. In ihewing us his 
works, he laid claim to nyiny new inventions. He faws and'polifhcs cannon, by a mill 
fo contrived as to anfwer various purpofes ; he faws off the wafte pieces of copper from 
the call cannon, which operation was the work of fixteen men for three days, and is now 
performed in an hour. By means of the fame mill, and a kind of turning machine, 
he polilhes the cannon in the manner of turning, which ufed to be done by the tedious 
operation of filing. He has invented a fimple machine to twift the hot iron bars for 
anchors ; a mode which he prefers as ftronger and better than the ufual method o£ 
hammering the bars together. In his powder-mills he ufes copper mortars, as much - 
fafer than thofe of wood, which are apt to become dry, and harbour the powder in the 
fmall crevices. . He employs two ranges of mortars in each row, or fixty-four in each 
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powder-mill, wherein only twenty are generally ufed, and beats only ten pounds of 
powder with each mortar. The cxpence«of copper mortars is confiderable, as each 
cuds 20I. : but the mills are lefs liable to accident, and if blown up, the mortars are again 
recovered. 

On taking leave, the general prelTed us much to dine with him ; but we excufed our- 
ff’lvcs, being under the neceffity of reaching Eldnore, and engaged to dine the next 
day with Mr. De Conig. In our way to Eldnore, we ftopped at a fmall village, and 
expefled to dnd but fcanty fere for our dinner ; but were agreeably furprized at feeing 
the table covered with fome cold providon, and four bottles of tokay, which the general 
diad fecrctly ordered his houfekeeper to deliver to our fervants. 


Chap. V]\.^IJland of Huen.—'Mcmoirs of Tycho Brahe, 

FOR the purpofc of vidting the fmall ifle of Huen, celebrated for the reddcnce of 
Tycho Brahe, we embarked at See Lull: on board a dve-oared boat belonging to Count 
Shimmelman, and landed in two hours and an half. 

Huen lies dx Englifli miles from the coaft of Zealand, and three from that of Swe- 
den, nine from Eldnore, and fourteen from Copenhagen. It formerly belonged to the 
Danes, but was ceded to the Swedes at the peace of Rofchild in 1658. 

This little ifland is dx miles in circumference, contains a fcattcred village, one church, 
which is a pretty obje£k on the north-weft coaft, about dfty houfes, and two hundred 
and dfty inhabitants. It produces hay, and every fpecics of corn, more than fudlcient 
for interior confumption. The inhabitants maintain two hundred borfes, one hundred 
and dfty cows, four hundred fhcep, and the fame number of fwine. The ifland pays, in 
quit-rent and taxes to the King, about 1 50I. 

We landed on thefouth-weft part in a imall bay, juft below the place where a ftream, 
fupplied by numerous pools and dlh-ponds, fells into the fea. We afeended the fliore, 
which is cloathed with fiiort herbage, eroded the ftream, and pafled over a gently waving 
furface gradually floping towards the fea, and walked a mile to a ferm-houfe ftanding in 
the middle of the ifland, inhabited by Mr. Schaw, i Swedilh gentleman, to whom the 
greater part of the ifland belongs. He lives here in fummer, but in winter refides at 
Landferona. This dwelling is me fame as exifted in Tycho Brahe’s time, 4 md was the 
ferm-houfe belonging to his eftate. A guide, whom we obtained from Mr. Schaw, 
conduced us to the remains of Tycho’s manflon, which are near the houfe, and con- 
fill of little more than a mound of earth which inclofed the garden, and two pits, the 
fites of his manfion and obfervatory. From this delightful fpot, the higheft point in the 
ifland, we enjoyed a noble profped ; on one fide, the coaft of Zealand, ftretching from 
Copenhagen to Ellinore ; the ibores gently floping, embrowned to the margin of the 
water with rich wood, and beautifully fprinkled with villages and villas ; on the other 
fide, we traced the rocky and almoft naked cliffs of Sweden; ornamented with the dif- 
tant fpires of Landferona, Lund, Malmoe, and Helfingborg, and to the north a bound- 
lefs expanfe of ocean, its undulating furfece covered with innumerable veflels failing in 
all diredions. A few anecdotes of the Danifh aftronomer, who has rendered this lutle 
ifland remarkable in the hiftory of literature, will not perhaps be unacceptable to the 
reader*. 

* For tlie life of Brabe, I iiave confuItedcbiellyCairendus** Eq«itU Dani Tychonis Brahe Aflronorum 
Ceryplixi vita-; |oflenua de viti et mor. Tych. Bra. Oral. Funebris; and Hoffman’i Portraitf Hift. dra 
Hoauncs lUttf, de DaDnemarc, article Btabe. 
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Tycho Brahe, defcended from a noble and illuftrlous Daniih family, was born in 1 546 
at Knudftorp, a fmall lordlhip near Helfmborg in Scania. His father, Otto Brahe, having 
a large family, Tycho was educated under the care and at the expencc of his uncle, 
George Brahe, who, having no children, adopted him as his heir. Finding his nephew 
a boy of a lively capacity, and inclined to ftudy, Tycho was inftrufted in the Latin 
tongue, unknown to his father, who confidered literature asmglorious, and was defirous 
that all his fons fhould follow the profeflion of arms. 

In the twelfth year of his age, Tycho was removed to the academy of Copenhagen ; 
and was cafually incited to the ftudy of aftronomy by an eclipfe of the fun, which hap- 
pened on the 21ft of Auguft, 1560. He had for fome time examined the aftrological 
diaries or almanacks, which pretended to predi£l: future events from the infpedlion of 
the ftars ; but when he obferved that the eclipfe happened at the precife tiujc at which 
it was foretold, his admiration was loft in aftonifliment ; and he confidered that fcience 
as divine, which could fo thoroughly deferibe the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
and foretel their relative pofitions. From that moment he devoted himfelf to aftro- 
nomy. 

In 1 562 he was fent to Leipfic for the purpofe of ftudying civil law ; but gave to the 
law only thofe hours which his tutor’s importunity wrefled from him, devoting the 
greater part of his time to his favourite fcience ; and as his tutor continually remon- 
ftrated againft thofe ftudies which diverted his attention from the law, he conceived an 
unconquerable difguft for that profeflion, and more alfiduoufly, though fecretly, conti- 
nued his aftronomical purfuits. For this purpofe he expended his pocket money in the 
purchafe of aftronomical books, and having obtained a fmall celeftial globe, took the 
opportunity, while his preceptor was in bed, of examining the heavenly bodies, and be- 
fore the expiration of a month, made himfelf acquainted with all the ftars which appeared 
above the horizon. Infpired with the fame ardent zeal in purfuit of his favourite 
fcience, he learned mathematics without a mafter, and invented feveral mathematical ia- 
ftruments. 

Having palled three years at Leipfic, he was preparing to purfue his travels through 
Germany j but on the death of his uncle returned to his native country, to fuperintend 
the eftates, which he largely inherited. Inftead of finding himfelf encouraged and 
eftcemed for his wonderful progrefs in aftronomy, he was treated with contempt by his 
relations and acquaintance for his purfuit of a fcience which they confidered as de- 
grading. Difgufted at their behaviour, he fettled his affairs, haftened his departure 
from a country wherein he met with repeated mortifications, and before a year had 
elapfed fet out on his travels. He proceeded to Wittenberg, and afterwards to Roftoc, 
where an accident happened which nearly occafioned his death. * 

Being invited to a wedding feaft, he had a difpute with a Daniih nobleman relative to 
fome fubje£k in mathematics ; and as they were both of choleric difpofitions, the difpute 
ended in a duel. In the conflifl part of Tycho’s nofe was cut off. To remedy this de- 
feft, he contrived a faftitious nofe of gold and filver, which he faftened by means of a 
glue, fo artfully formed, it is faid, as to bear the appearance of nature, and to deceive 
many who were not acquainted with his lofs. 

From Roftoc Tycho continued his travels, and profecuied his ftudies in the principal 
towns of Germany and Italy, particularly at Auglburgh, where he formed an acquaint- 
ance with the celebrated Peter Ramus. He invented and improved various mathemati- 
cal inftruments, gave the plan of an obfervatory, which was conftrufted at the expence 
of the burgomafter Paul Hainzell, and formed a I'eries of aftronomical obfervations, which 

VOL VI. u It aftonilhed 



350 coxe’s travels in Denmark. 

aftonillicd and furpalTed all who had hitherto been confidercd as the greateft proficients 
in the fcience. 

On his return to Copenhagen, in 1570, he was difgufted with the ceremonies of the 
court ; and being importuned with innumerable vifits, removed to Herritzvold, near 
Knudltorp, the feat of his maternal uncle, Steno Bille, who alone of all his relations 
encouraged him to perfevere in his aftronomical labours, and configned to him a com- 
modious apartment, and a convenient place for the conltruQion of an obfervatory and 
laboratory. 

During his refidence with his uncle, Tycho, befides his aftronomical refearches, fol- 
lowed with no lefs zeal the ftiicly of chymiftry, or rather of alchymy, from the chime- 
rical view of obtaining the philofopher’s ftone, that he might amafs fufticient riches to 
iettle in fomc foreign country, where he might not be under the neceffity of appearing 
at court, or being interrupted in his ftudies by vifitors. 

But neither philofophy, nor the unwearied zeal with which he profecutod his ftudies, 
could exempt him from the paflion of love. Being a great admirer of the fair fex, he 
conceived a violent inclination for Chriftina, a beautiful country girl, the daughter of a 
neighbouring peafant, and alienated his family by efpoufing her. Love is ingenious in 
devifing excufes. Our philofopher juftified the choice of his heart, and gave many 
vvhimfical rcafons for preferring a woman of low birth. He dreaded a wife who might 
be under the neceflity of frequenting the court, a life to him moft dctcftable ; he there- 
fore preferred one vvhofe fituation precluded her from what he ftylcs a painful honour, 
who, grateful to her benefadkor, would be dependent on hinjfelf alone, would be happy 
to accompany him in his travels, would confidcr a fubfervicncy to his inclinations as a 
duty, and not objedt to his continued application. "Whatever effedt thefe reafous might 
have in inducing our philofopher to marry, yet they liad none on a proud family, who 
conceived themlelves difgraced by Tycho’s mif-alliance, and refufed to hold any inter- 
courfc with him, until Frederic the Second commanded them to be reconciled. Tycho 
feeins not to have repented of his choice ; but ever found in his beloved Chriftina a grate- 
ful companion and an obedient wife. 

About this period he frft appeared as a public teacher, and read ledkures on aftro- 
nomy at Copenhagen, by the exprefs defirc of the King. He explained the tlicory of 
the planets, and prccedeu his explanation by a learned oration on the hiftory and excel- 
lency of aitronomy and the fitter fcience;-, with feme re marks in favour of judicial aftro- 
logy, a ftudy as congenial to the limes as to the inclinations of our philofopher. 

Ofl'cndecl with his relations, and dilgufted with his countrymen, he had long deter- 
mined to quit Deinnark, and fettle abroad. After travelling through Germany and 
Italy, he at length fixed on Baflc, to the choice pf which place he was influenced by the 
wholefomenefs of the air, the cheapnefs of living, and the celebrity of the uuiverfity, from 
whence he might hold an eafy correfpondence witli the aftrononiers of France, Ger- 
many, and Italy. 

On his return to Denmark, he was preparing with the utraoft fecrecy to tranfport his 
library and aftronomical apparatus, but was prevented from carrrying his defign into 
execution by an unexpected fummons from the King. Frederic, fccretly apprifed of 
bis intentions, was unwilling that Denmark Ihould be deprived of fo great an ornament, 
kindly embraced him, offered his prote£Iiou, prefented him w'ith the ifland of Huen, 
and promifed to erect the buildings and apparatus neceffary for his purfuits. He alfo 
fettled on him a penfion of 1000 crowns a year, and gave him a eanonry of Rofkild 
worth not lefs than 2000 crowns. 

12 Tycho, 
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Tvcho, tranfported at this inftanco of his fovcreign’s liberaiity, clid not helitate accept- 
ing the offer. lie repaired to the ifle of Huon, and on the 8tb of Auguft, i57d, \^s 
prefent at laying the firfl: ftone of a magnificent houfe, which he afterw ards called Ura- 
nienburgh, or the Caftle of the Heavens. It was a building of fixty feet fquare, con- 
taining a large fuitc of apartments, an obfervatory, and a fubterraneous laboratory ; and 
although the King fuppliod 100,000 * rix-doliars, Tycho Brahe did not€;xpend Id's than 
the fame fum. Me afterwards conftriictod a detached building for his cbfervatory, 
which he called Stiernberg, or the Mountain of the Stars | . 

In this retreat Tycho Brahe paffed twenty years, and greatly improved tiie fcicnce of 
aftronomy by the diligence and cxactncfs of his obfervations. He njaintained fcveral 
fcholars for the purpofc of inftructing them in geometry and aftronomy ; fome of whom 
w'ere fent at the expence of the King ; others, who voluntarily offered themfelvcs, he 
received and fupported at his own charge. 

He did not, how'cver, pafs the life of an anchorite or a reclufe ; on the contrary, he 
lived in a fumptuous manner, kept an open houfe with unbounded hof'pitality, enter- 
tained and received all perfous, who flocked in crowds to vifit the illand, and pay their 
refpeQs to an aftronomer of his renown. 

I)uring his rcftdencc in this ifland, he received numerous vifits from perfons of the 
highefl rank, particularly from Illric Duke of Meckienburgh, in company with his 
daughter Sophia Queen of Denmark ; William, Landgrave ofHefle Cafl’el, whofc cor- 
refpondence with Brahe on aftronomical fubjefts has been given to the public, and who 
had fhewn himfclf a conftant patron to the Danifli aftronomer. 

In 1550 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from .lames King of Scotland, afterwards 
King of England, when that monarch repaired to the court of Copenhagen to conclude 
his marriage with the Princefs Anne, aud remained cigitt days at Uranienbiirgh. On 
retiring, the King prefented the aftronomer with a magnificent prefent, and afterwards 
accompanied his royal licence for the publication of his works, with this flattei'ing tefti- 
ir.ony of his abilities and IcaTiiing : “ Nor am I acquainted with thefe things from the 

i ( latlon of others, or from a mere perufal of your works ; but 1 have feen them with 
my own eye.s, and heard them with my own ears, in your reficleiice at Uranienburgh, 
during the various learned and agreeable convcriations which I there held with you, 
w hich even now affeft my mind to lucli a degree, that it is difficult to decide, whether I 
rccollefil: them with greater plcafure or admiration ; as 1 now willingly tellify by this li- 
cence to prefent and future generations, &c.” 

His Majefty alfo compofed, in honour of the DiHiifli aftronomer, fome Latin verfes, 
more expreflive of efteem and admiration, than remarkable for claffic elegance. 

In 1592 Tycho was honoured with a vilit from his own Ibvercign, Chriftian the Fourth, 
then in the fifteenth year of his age, who continued fome days at Uranienburgh. The 
King (hewed great curiofity in examining the aftronomical and chymical apparatus, ex- 
preffed the higheft fati^fadlion in receiving explanations, propofed various queftions on 
fevcral points of mathematics and mechanics, to which His Majcfty was attached, and 
particularly on the principles of fortification, and the conftruction of fliips. He was 
alfo highly delighted with a gilt tin globe, which reprefented the face of the heavens, 

* 20, cool. 

•J- A plan of the idand, and a curious engraving of ihcfe buildings and of the garden, is to be found in 
Portraits lliitoiicpicc des Hommes illutlrcs de Dannemarc, under the article Tycho Brahe. An ciigra\iiig 
of Uranitirburgh is inferted in the Gentleman’s Mags/.inc for November lyi’y, with explanations exa ily 
I'lmilar to tlic engravings and cjyilimations in the Portraits Hilloritjues, excepting that Stiernberg is 
,onuu.ed. "i; 

and 
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and being turned on its axis, (hewed the rifing and fetting of the fun, togctlier with the 
motions of the planets and heavenly bodies ; a wonderful contrivance for that age. 
Tycho, obferving the delight of the young King, prefented this machine to His Majefty, 
who accepted it, gave him in return a gold chain, and alTured him of his unalterable pro< 
te^ion and attachment. 

Notwithftanding, however, thefc aflurances, the King’s youth was worked upon by 
thofe courtiers who were envious of the aftronomer’s merit, or who had been offended 
by the violence of his temper, and the feverity of his fatirc, and under various pre- 
tences prevailed on Chriftian to deprive him of his penfion, and the canonry of 
Rofkild. 

. Tycho, thus deprived of the means to fupport the great expences of his edablilhinent 
at Uranienburgh, quitted with chagrin his favourite refidence, and repaired to his houfe 
at Copenhagen, where he waited for an opportunity to retire from his native country. 
Having tranfported from Uranienburgh all the inftruments and apparatus which could 
be removed, he departed from Copenhagen with his wife and family, landed at Roffoc, 
and remained a year at Wanlbeck with his learned friend Henry Rantzau. 

Having dedicated a treatife on aftronomy to the Emperor Rhodolph the Second, he 
accepted a flattering invitation from that monarch, and repaired to Prague in 1 599. 
The Emperor received him in the kindeff and moff honourable manner, built for him an 
obfervatory and laboratory, fettled on him an ample penflon, and treated him with the 
higheff marks of deference and refped, 

In the fervice of Rhodolph he paffed the remainder of his days, but did not live long 
to enjoy his protedion. He had enjoyed a good ftate of health till the year previous to 
his death, when his conflitution, fomewhat weakened by intenfe application, was (HU 
farther (battered by the chagrin occafioned by his removal from Uranienburgh. At 
that period he began to experience fymptoms of complaints which announced his ap- 
proaching diffolution, but which he concealed as much as poffible from his friends. He 
was reduced, however, to fo low a (late, as to be affedted with the mod trifling circum- 
ilances, which he confidered as prodigies, and would frequently interrupt his falliesof wit 
with fudden reflexions on death. 

The immediate caufe of his deceafe was a llrangury, which being attended with the 
moft excruciating torments, brought on a violent fever, and a temporary delirium ; in 
the midft of which he was heard repeatedly to cry out, ** Ne frultra vixiffe videarf.” 
The delirium at length fubflding, he became compofed, and recovered his fenfes ; but 
from his extreme weaknefs, perceived that he had not many hours to live. Accordingly 
he gave orders with the utmoft coolnefs and refignation, amufed himfelf wdth compoflng 
an extempore copy of verfes, fung various hymns, offered up prayers and fupplications 
to the Supreme Being, recommended to his family and friends piety and refignation to 
the divine will, exhorted his pupils to perfevere in their (ludies, and converfed with 
Kepler on the abflrufe parts of allronomy. Thus, amidfl prayers, exhortations, and 
literary con verfation, he expired fo peaceably, that he was neither heard nor feen t> by 
any of thofe who were preient, to breathe his lall. He died in OXober 1601, in the 
fifty-fifth year of his age. 

It is remarkable, that this enlightened aftronomer was fo affeXed with the rage of 
fyftem-making, as to rejeX the Ample and beautiful fyflem of Copernicus, eftablilhed 
by the moft incontrovertible proofs, and endeavour to reconcile the abfurdities of the 

t 

* That I may not feem to have lived in vain. 

TaiMIfirauquiilc ut nee deficcre ncc vifui fit nec auditua. Orati'o Funebrisi p. 27. 
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Ptolemaic hypotlieiis. He was, indeed, too well acquainted with the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, not to be convinced that the fun was the centre of the fyflem ; and 
though {truck with the fimplicity and harmony of that of Pythagoras, revived by Co> 
pernicus, yet out of refpeft for feveral palTages of feripture, be abfurdly endeavoured to 
reconcile (what were never intended to be reconciled) his learnmg with his faith. He 
rejeded the diurnal rotation of the earth on its own axis ; fuppofed that the earth was 
quiefeent ; that the fun, with all the planets, was carried about the earth in the fpace of 
a year ; and that the planets, by their proper motions, revolved round the fun in their 
feveral periods: thus retaining the mod abfurd part of the Ptolemaic bypothefis, which 
makes the whole planetary fydem revolve round the earth in the fpace of twenty >four 
hours. 

Tycho, indeed, was fo bigotted to his own hypothelis, even in his lad moments, as to 
defire his favourite fcholar, the great Kepler, to follow his fydem rather thw that of 
Ck)pernicus. 

If we were to edimate the merits of Tycho Brahe as an adronomer, we ihould com- 
pare the feience as he left it with the date in which he found it. His great merit con- 
fided in his inventions and improvements of mathematical indruments, and in the di- 
ligence and exa£t;nefs with which he made adronomical obfervations for a feries of 
years. As his indruments were remarkably good, he compofed a catalogue of feven 
hundred and feventy>feven fixed dars, obferved by himfelf, with an accuracy unknown 
to former adronomers ; he difeovered the refra£lion of the air, demondrated, contrary 
to the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that the comets were higher than the moon, 
and from his obfervations on the moon and planets, the theories of their motions were 
afterwards corredled and improved *. He was the fird who compofed a table of re- 
fractions, and {hewed their ufe in adronomy. Such is the reputation of Tycho Brahe, 
for his great proficiency in that fcience, that Godard, in the Hidory of Adronomy, has 
fixed on his name for the beginning of a new period. 

He embraced a large circle of the arts and fciences. He cultivated poetry, and 
wrote Latin verfes, not without fome degree of clafiic elegance. He drew the plan for 
building the cadle of Cronborg, and fketched the defign forjfhe noble maufoleum of 
Frederic the Second, which was executed in Italy, and is ereCled in the cathedral of 
Rofkild; He dabbled alfo in phyfic ; was fond of being confulted, and gave his ad- 
vice and medicines gratis ; he invented an elixir, which he calls an infallible cure for 
epidemic diforders, of which he publiflied the recipe in a letter to the Emperor Rho- 
dolph. 

He was a good mechanic. He poffefied feveral automates, took great delight in: 
{hewing them to the peafants, and was gratified if they were confidered as {pints. 
Tycho was no lefs fond of being confulted as a fortune-teller, and willingly encouraged 
an opinion, that his knowledge of the heavenly bodies enabled him to obferve horo- 
fcopes, and foretel eveijts. Traditional fables of his prediffions have been handed* 
down to pofterity, which {hew his pronenefs to judicial allrology, and the weaknefii of 
thofe who believed his predi^ions. 

At Uranienburgh Tycho Brahe had feveral contrivances calculated to deceive and 
aftonifh thofe who came to vifit and confult him. Among others, feveral bells, com- 
municated with the rooms in the upper ftory, inhabited by his fcholars, the handles of 
which were concealed in his own apartments. Frequently, when company was with 
him, he would pretend to want fomething, and having fecretly pulled the bell, would 

* See BoDBjcaftle’t IntradHAiott to Aftronomy, 

cry 
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cry out, *' Come hither, Peter,” “ Come hither, Chriftian,” and waspleafed to obferv« 
the aftonifliment of the comjjany, who, not hearing the bells, were furprized at the ap- 
pearance of the perfon thus fummoned. 

He was equally devoted to the ftudy of chymiftry, and expended as much on the 
terrellrial altronomy, as he ftyles it, as on the celcftial. He left, indeed, no writings on 
that fcience, although he intended to publifli a feledion of his experiments, made with 
great labour and expence ; yet he adds, in the true cant of alchymy, “ On confidcra- 
tion, and by the advice of the moll illuftrious as well as the moft learned men, I deem it 
improper to unfold the fecrets of the art to the vulgar, as few people are capable of ufmg 
its niyfterics to advantage, and without detriment.” 

, Hi.s foibles were as prominent as his virtues and capacity. He was of a morofe and 
unbending difpolition, indulged himfelf in two great freedom of fpeech * ; but while 
he rallied others w'as not pleafed to be rallied himfelf. 

I le was greatly addifted to judicial aftrology, and prone to credulity and fuperftition 
unbecoming his learning and judgment. If he met an old woman, he would initantly 
return home, and confidered an hare as an ill omen. At Uranienburgh he had a fool, 
by name Sep, who was accuflomcd during dinner to fit at his feet, and whom he fed 
with his own hand. Thi.s man w'as continually uttering incoherent exprefiions, which 
Tycho noted down, from a perfuafion that the mind, in a ftate of emotion, was capable 
of predifting future events ; and even believed, if any inhabitant of the iiland was taken 
ill, that this idiot could predict his recovery or dcceafe. He maintained, that the cabala 
and magic, if they did not ad to the offence of God or man, could lay open many abftrufe 
things by figures, images, and marks. 

But to turn from the unfavourable to the brighter parts of his charader, we may 
affent to the truth of the eulogium given by his panegyrift ; to Tycho Brahe his ftudics 
were life, meditation delight, fcience riches, virtue nobility, and religion his conftant 
guide t. 


;Chap. ’WlW.'^Journcy through the IJlc of Zealand. — Rofild.—Cotkcdral.— Sepulchres 
and Chambers of the Danijh Sovereigns^ Harald Blaatand. — Swsm If. — Margaret.'-^ 
ChriJHan l. — Saxo Gramniaikus. — Royal Sepulchres at Ringjled . — Pajfagc acrefs the 
Great Belt. — JJle ofFunen, — Odenfee. — Tombs and CharaFlcrs of John and Chrijlian 11. 
—Paf 'agc acrofs the Little Belt. — Journey through Slcfwic and Floljlcin, — Canal of 
Kiel. — Eutin. ~ Lubcc. — Travemunde. — General Remarks on the circular Ranges of 
Stones frequent in Sweden and Denmark.— -Genealogical Tables of the Kings of Den- 
mark. 

APRIL 5. Quitting Copenhagen we pafied along an excellent road, through a well- 
cultivated open country, to Rolkild, formerly the royal refidence and metropolis of Den- 
mark. It f lands at a i'mall difiance from Ifefiord, or bay of .Ife ; and in its flourifhing 
itate, was of great extent, comprizing within its walls twenty-feven churches, and as 
many convents J ; but the prefent circumference is fcarcely half an Englifh mile, and the 
population only one thoufand fix hundred and twenty fouls; the houfes are of brick, 
and have a neat appearance. 

^ ■* Nihil fiftum ; nihil iiinulatum in info ; fed fcabhum fabhum appellabat j unde omne quod Tiiftinuit 
odiuiu.-.-.Or. Fun. *69. 

f Ipl'i vita iludia erant ; delici* vero nicditatiu ; divitite feientix j virtiis nobilitas ; rellgio direftio. — 
I'liiicbrin. , 

i IloUicrg, vol. 1. p, '6r8. 
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The only remains of former magnificence are the ruins of a palace, and the cathedral, 
a brick building with two fpires, in which the Kings of Denmark arc interred, and 
which, according to an infcription in the choir, was founded* by Harald VI. who is ftyled 
King of Denmark, England, and Norway. Some verfes, in barbarous Latin, obfcurely 
allude to the principal incidents of his life ; adding, that he built this church, and died 
in pBot- Harald, furnamed Blaatand, was fon of Gormo III. called the Old, and the 
firlt King of Denmark who embraced the Chriftian religion. His name occurs in the 
Saxon Chronicles as one of the invaders of England in the tenth century, where he 
cfiablilhed his authon’ty over the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, and of Northumberland. 
But his hiftory is fo mixed with fable, that glaring contradictions appear in almoft every 
incident. He loft his life in confequence of an infurreClion headed by his fon Sweyn ; 
but whether he was flain in battle, or by the rebel party, is not known. 

Harald was father of a line of kings, who railed the power of Denmark to the higheft 
greatnefe. His fon, Sweyn I., is well known in our annals for his depredations and tri- 
butary exactions ; and his grandfon, Canute the Great, who united in his perfon the 
crowns of England and Denmark, was the moft powerful Prince of his time. The im- 
mediate defeendants of Harald Blaatand died and were buried in England ; and his 
male line was extinCt in the perfon of Hardicanute, the laft fovereign who wore the two 
crowns. 

In the fame cathedral reft the remains of Sweyn II., the firft of a line of fovcrcigns 
called the Middle Race. He was fon of Ulf, governor of Denmark, who greatly fig- 
nalized himfelf in war, by Eftrida, fifter of Canute the Great. Ulf being put to death 
at Rolkild, by order of Canute, Sweyn fled into Sweden, and on the death of Hardica- 
nute in 1042, claimed the crown of Denmark in right of his mother j for which reafon 
he is generally known by the appellation of Sweyn the fon of Eftrida. , The ftates, how- 
ever, gave the preference to Magnus the Good, King of Norway; but on his death in. 
j 04S', unanimoufly eleCted Sweyn, who, by his abilities, had deferved his elevation. In 
a Latin infcription, he is called King of England, as well as of Denmark and Norway ; 
although the crown of England had been reftored to the Saxon line in the perfon of 
l:Idward the Confefl'or, and was afterwards feized by William the Conqueror. Sweyn 
lent a fleet againft England to aflert his right to the throne, as a lineal defeendant from 
Canute the Great ; but his troops were either defeated by William, or obliged to eva- 
cuate the ifland through the treachery of his brother. Sweyn is deferibed by a contem- 
porary hiftorlan J, who perfonally knew him, as a Prince polite to foreigners, of elegant 
manners, and great literary accomplilhments. He died in 1074, leaving thirteen fons 
and two daughters ; five of the fons fucceflively filled the throne of Denmark ; and his 
pofteritv, in the niaie line, held it in poflsflion until 1387, when Valdemar III. dying 
without male ifiue, the female branch fucceeded ; firft in the perfon of Oloff II., fon of 
the celebrated Margaret, and on his deceafe, in that of Margaret hcrfelf, whofe allies 
are alfo interred in this cathedral. 

The fepulchre of this remarkable woman, ftyled the Semiramis of the North, ftands 
confpicueus in the middle of the church, and is enclofed within a baluftrade. The mo- 
nument is of ftone painted black, and on it lies the figure of the Queen in alabafter, a 

f 

* Little of tlic original building now remains. According to Holberg, it was conilrudled of wood^ athl . 
afterwaids built wiih Hone in the reign < f Canute. 

f Fundilus hafee Jovi fummo tunc condiJit aedcs, 

• Port natalc Dei, dutn fcripfimus odluaginta 
Norigentos, meruit fcanderc cclfa poli. 

X Sec the quotation from Adams Bremen in Pontoppidan^s Mar. Dan. p. 2, 
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whole length, and, as we were informed, her exaft fize when alive. An infcription on 
the tomb, initead of enlarging in long fulfome flatteries, fuch as are ufually paid to fove> 
reigns, records the time of her death, and adds, “ it was raifed at the expence of Eric of Po- 
merania, in memory of a Princefs whom pofterity could never fulEciently honour as Ihe 
deferves.” Lefs could not be faid of a perfonage who juftly claims our refpeft and ve- 
neration, and whofe glorious reign has fcarcely its parallel in the records of hiftory. 
Margaret, daughter of Valdemar III., by Hedwige his Queen, was born in 1353 ; and,- 
if we may credit fome Danilh hiflorians, owed her being to a circumftance as Angular 
as her life was illuftrious and eminent. Valdemar, returning from a hunting party, 
chanced to repair to the callle of Seborg, where he had confined his confort Hedwige 
on account of fome ill-grounded fufpicions. Being pleafed with one of the Queen’s 
attendants, he propofed an interview^ ; the woman feigned compliance, but fubfiituted 
her miltrefs in her (lead, and Margaret was the fruit of the meeting ; which has led a 
Danilh hillorian * to remark, in the high ftyle of panegyric, that the good which he un- 
confeioufly performed that night in begetting Margaret, amply compenfated for all the 
evil actions of his life. In the fixth year of her age Hie was betrothed to Ilaquin, King 
of Norway, fon of Magnus, King of Sweden, which was the firft ftep to her future great- 
nefs. This marriage, after much oppofition on the part of the Swedes, was folemnized 
at Copenhagen in 1363, when Ihe was only in the eleventh year of her age. Margaret 
gave lb many proofs of lier prudence and courage when liaquin loll the crown of Swe- 
den, as induced Valdemar frequently to fay of her, that nature intended her for a man, 
and had erred in making her a woman f. 

On the demife of her father in 1375, Ihe had the addrefsto obtain the eleflion of her 
fon Oloff, then only five years of age, in preference to the fon of her eldell filter Inge- 
burga; and on the death of Haquin, fecured his fucceflion to the crown of Norway. 
Being regent during OlolPs minority, her adminillration was fo vigorous, prudent, and 
popular, that, on his premature death in 1385, Ihe was chofen Queen by the Hates of 
Denmark ; the firft inftance, perhaps, in a government wholly elective, of a wopian 
exalted to the throne by the free and unanimous fulfrages of a warlike people. With 
the fame addrefs Ihe procured the crown of Norway ; and was equally fuccefsful in gain- 
ing that of Sweden. Albert tvas chofen King, and might have preferred his power, 
had it not been his fate to contend with fuch a rival as Margaret. In allufion to her 
;fex, he ftyled her, in derifion, the King in petticoats ; (he anfwered his reproach by ac- 
tions, not by words, and made him forely repent of his vaunts, when he found himfelf 
worlied in every engagement ; when depofed and captive, he owed his life to the cle- 
mency of the very woman whom he had wantonly infulted. By the ftimous union of 
Calmar, in 1397, llie united the three Northern kingdoms, and held them undivided 
during her reign, notwithftanding the averfion of the Swedes to the Danilh government. 
But in no inftance does the vigour and policy of her condu£l appear more confpicuous 
than from this confideration ; that the revolts and inteftine convulfions, which continu- 
ally difturbed the reigns of the fovereigns who immediately preceded and followed her, 
were fubdued during her whole adminillration. This internal tranquillity, more glo- 
rious, though lefs fplendid, than her warlike atchievements, and which was unufual in 
thofe turbulent times, could only be derived from the commanding afcendancy of her 
{Uperior genius. 

* “ Regina eadem fuj mariti & pellex, & uxor, & conciibina. Quid ad hanc feenam Herculis navitaa 
aut in Alcmenae finu Jupiter decumbeni. Sane autem plus ca noCle Valdemarus* fecit boni infeius quam per 
omnem vitam feiens lecerat mali ; qui pnetiofiffimam vitam donavit orb! tot regnorum corapotem futuram 
Margarctam, & Jegem tranfgrcdiendo, felicem Daniam effccit.” Berengii Florus Danicus, p. co6. 

t Pontani Hift. Dan, 541. 
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This great pifecefe died fuddenly on the ayth of Odober 141a, in the fixtieth year 
of her age, and, if we include the period of her regency, in the 30th of her reign, leav- 
ing to her fucceflbr the quiet podefllon of the three kingdoms, and to her fubjetls the 
regret of her lofs, by the experience of thofe calamities which burft upon the ftate when 
the feeptre was wielded by a lefs able hand. Her remains were firft depofited at Soroe, 
but removed to this cathedral by order of the bifliop of Rolkild*. * 

All the fovereigns of the Houfe of Oldenburgh, which ftill poflefles the throne of 
Denmark, are interred in thtgfethedral of Rolkild, excepting John, Chriftian II. arid 
Frederic I. 

Chriftian I. the father of this line, lies in a fmall chapel without montiment or in- 
feription. He was count of Oldenburgh, and owed his elevation, as well to his lineal 
defeent from Eric VII. as to the moderation of his uncle Adolphus, Duke of Slefwick. 
On the death of Chriftopher of Bavaria without iffue, the ftates of Denmark offered the* 
throne to Adolphus, as theneareft in blood to the deceafed monarch ; but he declin- 
ing it on account of his advanced age, they, at his recommendation, elefted his nephew 
Chriftian, then in the aad year of his age. This event happened in 1448 ; and in the 
fame year he obtained the throne of Norway, in right of his defeent from one of their 
ancient kings. In 1 5 58, on the depofition of Charles Canutfon, he received the crown 
of Sweden, but wore it only a fhort time, as well through his own inaftivity, as through 
the averfion of the Swedes to a foreign ruler. Chriman I. reigned three-and-twenty 
years, a fovereign of great moderation and humanity ; whofe qualities, bemg lefs fliin- 
ing than folid, were more adapted to the interior adminiftration of affaim, than to the 
exploits of war. He is juftly chara£Ierized by an hiftorian, as one of thofe princes who 
do not attra£); the admiration of mankind, yet whom Providence never befto^ on a na- 
tion but as a fignal mark of favour f. 

The fucceffors of Chriftian I. who are buried in the fame church, feem in general to 
have inherited his pacific qualities j as all, except Frederic II. and V. and Chnftian IV. 
were princes of mild and temperate difpofitions ; patrons of the arts and fciences, ra- 
ther than enterprizing in arras; who yielded to others the palm of military glory, 
and for the moft part Ihrunk before the daring fpirit which animated the rival houfe 
Vafa. 

In the fame chapel are the tombs of- Chriftian III. and Frederic II. Their fuperb 
monuments executed in. Italy, at the expence of Chriftian IV. are efteemed mafter- 
pieces of fculpture. The ftatues of the two foverrigns are as large as life, under a ca- 
nopy of ftone, fupported by Corinthian pillars* Several figures of angels, and the baffo 
relievos round the maufoleum of Frederic II. reprefenting that prince’s are much 
admired. No tomb is ereded to the memory of Chriftian IV. juftly called, by Wraxall, 
the Idol of Danilh Hiftory : his body is depofited in a coffin covered with velvet orna- 
mented with filver trophies, efcutcheons, and angels holding crowns of laurel. * 

It would be tedious to enumerate the other fepiilchres of the royal ftunily, moft of 
which are loaded with inferiptions of great length ; the reader, who is defirous of fiir- 
ther information, will find them accurately tranferibed in Pontoppidan’s Marmora Da» 
may and in Travels through Denmark; publifhed in 1 702. 


^let ne huent que foiblment. 
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'J’he aniiesc’d genealogical tables trace in regular defeent the Kings of Denmark, 
from ilaraid Blaataiul to the preli-nt fovoivign. 

In atklirioii to theft: royal fepulclires, 1 ihall mention that of Saxo- Grammaticus, the 
moll; ancient hiltorian ol Denmark. 

Saxo, defeended from an illullrious Danifli * family, was born about the middle of 
the twelfth century t, and, on account of his uncommon learning, diftinguilhed by the 
name of Graniinatiais. lie was provofl of the cathedral church of Rolkild, and warmly 
patronised by the learned and warlike Abfalon, the celebrated archbifliop of Lunden, 
at whole inltigation he wrote the hiltory of Denmark. His epitaph, a dry panegyric 
in bad I.atin verfe.';, gives no account of the aera of his death, which happened, accord, 
ing to Stephens, in 1204. His hillory, confifting of fixteen books, begins from the 
earlicft aera of theDanifh annals, and concludes w'illi the year 1 18C. According to the 
opinion of an accurate writer |, the lirft part, which relates to the origin of the Danes, 
and the reigns of the ancient kings, is full of fables; but the eight kill books, and par- 
ticularly thole which regard the events of his own limes, deferve the utmoft credit. He 
wrote in Latin, and the llyle, if we confidcr the barbarous age in which he flouriflied, 
is in general e.xtreinely elegant, but rather too poetical for hillory §. 

After having fatisfied our curiofity in examining the tombs of Rolkild, we continued 
our journey, and pali'cd the night at Ringltcd, a fmall, but neat, town, fjtuatcd almolt 
in the centre of the ifland : according to Ibme antiquaries, it was built by Sigurd Ring, 
King of Denmark, who reigned in the 7 th century ; but this notion feems merely found- 
ed on the fimilarity of the name. The church, which is ellecmed the molt ancient 
Chriftian temple in Denmark, is a brick building, with two low Iquare towers. Within, 
feveral Danifli Kings of the Houfc of Sweyn II. are interred. The tombs are much 
more Ample than thofe at Rolkild ; being generally plain flabs level with the pavement, 
exhibiting figures in armour carved on plates of brafs, or on the naked ftone, with Latin 
inferiptions, mollly effaced by time. A few of the fepulchrcs, which are fomewhat more 
modern, are railed in the fliape of coffins. The firlt fovereign buried in this church is 
Waldemar I; who expired in 1182: and the laft is Eric VIII. furnamed Manved, who 
died in 1319. 

April 6. We purfued our route to Corfoer, the place of embarkation, on the Great 
Belt, winch I'eparates the llle of Zealand from that of Funen. Corfoer (lands on the 
weftern point of the lilc of Zealand on a fmall pcninfula, has a good harbour for light 
veffeks, and is fortified by a citadel defended by a rampart of earth and baflions, with a 
few ufclefs cannon, more for form than fervice. It contains the commander’s houfe, 
formerly a royal palace, and a granary, and is garrifoned by a few invalids. 

* Son e authors have crvoneoufly conjedured, from hk name Saxo, that he was born in Saxony; but 
Saxo was no uncommon appellation among the ancient Danes. See Olaus Wonnius Monumenta Danica^ 
p. 186. and Stepliciis’ft Prolegomena, p. lo. 

f Stephens, in his edition of Saxo Grammaticus, printed at Soroe, indubilably proves, that he muft have 
been alive in 1 156, but cannot afeertain the exa^ place and time of his birth. Sec Stephens’s Prolcgo- 
tiicnu to the notes on baxo'Graintiuaiciis, p. 8, to 24 ^ alfo Holberg, vol. i. p. 269 ; and Mallet’s North. 
*:intiq. vol. i. p, 4. 

J Holbtig. 

§ Mallet, in ]ii» Hifloire dr Daiinemarc, vol. I. p. 182, fays, that Sperling, a writer of ^reat crudf- 
lioii, has proved, in cf;ntraclidu>n to the airerl ions of Stephens and others, that Saxo-Graminalicus was fe- 
et tlary to Abuilon ; and that the Saxo provofl of Roflcild was another pei Ton, and lived earlier.” Jf fo, 
Saxo-Grammaiicus, llic hhloiian, is probably not buried at Rofliild ; but I tnfil the reader will not be 
dirpleafcd with the account of an Eulhor lb little I;nown as Saxo-Orammaiicus, 
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Zealand, which we croffod in our way from Copenhagen to Corfoer, is the largefl; of 
the ifles belonging to the King of Denmark, being about feven hundred miles in cir- 
cumference. That part which we traverfed, appears a gently waving furface ; for the 
nioft part open, doited occafionally with fmall woods of beech and oak, and diverfified 
with beautiful lakes. The illand is exceedingly fertile : it produces grain of all forts, 
and in great plenty, abounds with excellent palture, and is famous for its breed of 
liorfes. The holds, which feemed well cultivated, were in many parts formed into in- 
clofures, feparatod by mud walls : a few cottages were of brick } but the generality were 
of mud white-waihed. 

/ipril 8. The wind blowing high, and direflly contrary, we were detained two days 
at Corfoer before we embarked lor the ifle of Funen j the ditlancc between the neareft 
points on each coafl is eighteen miles. At mid-day we pafled the linall illand of Sproe, 
near which lay a guard-lhip, for the purpofe of colledling toll from all veflbls which paf- 
fod between thatifland and Zealand ; other fliips pay their duty at Nyborg. Sproe con- 
tains only two buildings, a fmall inn for the occalional refrelhmem of the guard-lhip’s 
crew, and a neat farm-houfe ; it produces graiu and pafture. On the top of an height 
overlooking the fca, w'e obferved the ruins of an ancient fortrefs, which formerly be- 
longed to pirates, who ufed to refort in great numbers to this ifland. 

After a favourable paflage of four hours, wc landed at Nyborg, a fmall well-built 
towm, in the Ifle of Funen, Handing on a commodious bay. The town is furrounded 
with a rampart and ditch, and garrifoned by a company of invalids. An infeription 
over an old fquare building informed me, that Chriftian III., fon of Frederic I., raifed 
the fortifications. Towards the lltirts of the town, and dole to the ramparts, are the 
remains of an old palace, in which Chri Ilian II. was born ; and to the roof of which, as 
his biographer * relates, he was conveyed, while an infant, by a tame monkey, and 
brought down without receiving the Icaft harm. 

In the afternoon we reached Odenfee, the capital of Funen ; a place of fuch high an- 
tiquity, tliat fome Danilh writers derive its foundation and name from Odai, the god 
and hero of the Gothic nations. But leaving fuch difquifitions to the antiquaries of the 
country, I fliall only obferve, that its name occurs in the earlieft ages of the Danilh hiftory; 
and that it was a town of great note long before Copenhagen cxilted. Odienfee Hands 
on a fmall river, which is not navigable two miles from the bay of StegeHrand. Many 
of the houfes are ancient, bearing dates about the middle of the lixteenth century ; but 
part is newly built : it contains five thoufand two hundred inhabitants, who carry on 
fome commerce, exporting chiefly grain and leather ; the latter is much elteemed, and 
its goodnefs is fuppofed to arife from a certain propcity in the river water, in which it is 
foaked for tanning. The Danifli cavalry arefupplied from thence with the greater part 
of their leathern accoutrements. 

Odenfee is an cpifcopal fee, which was founded by Harald Blaatand in 980, and is 
therichell in Denmark nejst to Copenhagen. It has a fchool, endowed by the celebrated 
Margaret, in which a certain number of fcholars, from fix to fixteen years of age are, 
inltrutled gratis : they lodge and board in the town, and receive yearly pcnfions ; other 
fcliolarfliips have been alfo founded by private perfons. The whole number amounted 
to feventy. 'i here is alio a gymnafmviy inHituted by ChriHian IV. for the admiflion of 
Undents at the age of fixteen. This feminary was Hill furtlier improved by the liberality 
ol llolbcrg the Danilh hiflorian, who protected letters with the fame zeal with which 
he cultivated them;*but it is now greatly fallen from its former flourilhing Hate, con- 

• Svaninpr Vit. Ciirift. II, 
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taining, when I pafled through the town, only eight ftudents. The cathedral is a large 
old brick building, which has nothing remarkable, except fomc coftly monuments of a 
private Daniih family. The church which formerly belonged to the convent of Recolets, 
contains the-fepulchres of John and Chriftian II. 

John afeended the throne in *481, on the death of his father Chriftian and in 
1^97, renewing the union of Calmr.r, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit 1 ‘m to I'nioy. He died on the 1 ath of February, 1513, 
having on his death-bed adinoniit^i'd his ion Chrlilau TI. j admonitions which had no 
' effed on a breaft already corrupted 1 •'f po ver, and immtient for dominion. John would 
have aded more wifely had he endea^t ured to render the infant mind of his Ton capa- 
.ble of receiving the impreffions of virti’e, and had not lhamefully negleded his educa-> 
tion ; a crime highly reprehemible in a father, but unpardonable in a fovereign, who 
is perhaps reaiing a tyrant for his fubjeds, and entailing on his country a feries of evils, 
for which he is himfelf chiefly accountable. Hiftorians agree in reprefenting John as a 
wife and prudent prince, inclined to peace, but enterprizing in war ; and as generally 
moderate and humane; admitdng, however, that he perpetrated occafional ads of vio- 
lence and cruelty, derived from a fpecies of melancholy madnefs, that preyed upon his 
mind, and at times dq)rived him of his fenfes. 

His fon, the cruel and unfortunate Chriflian IL, is entombed near his father, under 
a plain grave-ftone, fomewhat raifed, but without inferiptibn. He was born at Nyborg, 
on the ad of Jul^ 1481 ; and difeovered in his youth fymptoms of a lively genius and 
good underftanding, w'hich, if properly cultivated, might have rendered him the orna- 
ment, inflead of the diihonour, of his country. The young prince was entrufled to a 
common burgher of Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the houfe of a fchool- 
mafter, who was a canon of the cathedral. In this fituation his chief employment con- 
fifted in regularly accompanying his mailer to church, where he dillioguilhed himfelf 
beyond the other fcholars and chorillers in chaunting and finging pfalms. He was af- 
terwards configned to the tuition of a German preceptor, a man of learning, but a pe- 
dant; under whom, however, he made a confiderable proficiency in the Latin tcmguc. 
From this humble education Chrillian imbibed a tafle for bad company^ and was accuf- 
tomed to haunt the common taverns, to mix with the populace, to fcour the flreets, and 
to be guilty of every excefs. The King at length, informed of thofc irregularities, re- 
proved him feverely; but as the Prince had already contradled habits, which were 
grown too ftrong-to be eradicated, thefc admonitions were too late. He feigned, how- 
ever, contrition for his pad behaviour, and again won the aflTcdhons of his father by his 
military fuccefles in Norway, and by an unwearied application to the aflfairs of govern^ 
meat. 

During the firft years of his rd^, which commenced in 1513, his adminiflration 
' was in many refpe£ls worthy of prmfe ; and the excellence of many of bis laws has in- 
duced Holberg * to affirm, that if the chara&er of Chrillian I], was to be determined by 
his kwa, and not by his adions, he would merit the appclktion of Good, rather than 
of Tyrant. Happy would it have been for himfelf and his people, had he cominued to 
(dgn on the fame principles. 

At firft all his enterprizes were crowned with fuccefs : he abridged the power of the 
Daniih nobility, and exalted the regal prerogatives ; he obtained the crown of Sweden 
.by conquelt, and was even proclaimed hereditary fovereign of that kingdom. A pru- 
d^ asA temperate nfe of uefe advantages might have enfured him a long and nndif- 

f Du. pef. voL ii. p. 94. 
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Curbed poflelfion of the throne ; but his natural difpofition, nov freed from all reftraint 
by profpenty) hurried him to the peipetration of the mod flagrant a^ts of tyranny. The 
dreadiul maflacre of Stockholm, in which fix hundred of the principal nobility were 
put to the fword, under the femblance of law, and amid the rejoicings for his corona- 
tion, exhibited fuch a flriking indance of his malignant and implacable charaQer, that, 
on the fuccefs of Guftavus Vala, the fpirit of refldance diffiifed itfelf rapiaiy irum Swe- 
den to Denmark, where he had exafperated his fubjefts by repeated oppreflions, and the 
confidence which he placed in the lowed and mod worthlefs favourites 

In 15^3 Clmdian was publicly depofed by the dates of Denmark, and the crown 
transferrt^ to his uncle Frederic Duke of Holdein. This depofition was neither the 
confequence of Frederic’s intrigues, nor of party fpirit ; but occadoned by the jud and 
univerfal detedation which pervaded all ranks of people, and had more the appearance 
of a new eleftion on the demife ot the crown, than of a revolution which deprived a def- 
pot of his throne. Chridian himfelf was feufible t>f the general odiiitn, and, though by no 
means deficient in perfonal courage, made not the lead effort to retain puffeflion of that 
throne which he had often difhonoured. Quitting Copenhagen he repaired to Antwerp, 
under the proteflion of Charles V., whofc flder Ifabella he had married. After many 
delays and lolicitations at the different courts of Europe, he at length colleded, by the 
Emperor’s aflldance, a fleet and army, with which he invaded the Danidi dominions ; 
his attempts, however, proving unfuccefsful, he fell, in 1542, into the hands of Fred- 
eric I , and was configned a prifoner to the cadle of Sondeborg, a drong fortrels in the 
iile of Alfen. 

The place of his confinement was a dungeon, with a fmall window, admitting only 
a few rays of light, through which his provifions were conveyed. Having entered this 
gloomy cell, with a favourite dwarf, the foie companion of his mifery, the door was in- 
fiantly walled up. Even the horrors of this fituation were aggravated by the death of 
his only fon John, who expired at Ratifbon m the fifteenth year ot his age, and on the 
fame day in which his father was taken prifoner. The premature deccafe of this ac- 
complifhcd Prince, whom he tenderly loved, and on whom he refted his foie hopes of 
enlargement, reduced him to a ftate cS defpondency. After much anxious folicitude 
by what means he could convey intelligence of his dreadful fituation to his daughter the 
Ele&refs Palatine, and to the Emperor Charles V., the King prevailed on the dwarf to 
counterfeit ficknefs, and folicit his removal from prifon for the recovery ot his health. 
If fuccefsful, he was to feize the firfl opportunity of efcajung from the Daaifh dominions 

* The iirft of thefe favourites was the infamous Sigrebit. mother of the King’s miftrefs Diveke* This 
artful woman, who was a native of Holland, and had kept an inn at Berghen in Norway, even after her 
daughter’s death, retained fuch power that Ihe m^t be Hyltd prime minifter : (he was the only channel of 
favour, tranfaAcd all affairs of importance, had the care of the finances, fuperintended the cuftoms of the 
Sound, and had, in a word, acquired fuch a won^rfulafrendancy over the infatuated monarch, that her 
influence was attributed to fafeioation. On the Kipg’s depefition, Sigrebk was fo much detefted, that, 
from apprthenfions of the popular fury, (he waa conveyed^ in a cheft 00 board the veffel which carried 
Chriftiau from Denmark. Holbcrg adds, (he coofolcd the King for the lofs of his crown, by affuring bint, 
that, through the 1 mperor’s interelt, he could not fah of being chofcn burgomsfter qf Amfterdam. The 
particulars of this woman’s life,^ fiibfequent to her cicape from Denmark, are not known 

The other favourite of Chrifiian, no lefs infaatous tbao the former, was Nicholas Slagetbce, original s 
barber of Wedphalia, and recommended to the King by hit relation Sigrebit. He rendered hmfclf fo 
nfcful to Chriftian by his fangainary advice at the maffacre of Stockholm, and by being the inftrument of 
bis cruelty, that he wu rewarded with the archbilh^ric of Dunden. Not long afterwards, however, the 
King threw on hie favourite all the odium of the maifacre, and facrificed him to the public vengeance : the 
uiiforfunate vidtim was 6rft racked^ and then burnt alive | exhibiting a melancholy cxample« what little 
confidence ie to be repofedin the imvoui; of a ijrant* 
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fo the court of the Etedrefs, that fhc might engage the Emperor to intercede witii the 
King of Denmark for foinc alleviation of her father's futTcrings. The dwarf accord- 
ingly feigned ficknefs, was transferred to the neighbouring town, eluded tlio vigilance 
of his guards, and made his efcape; but was overtaken at Refburgh, fcarcely a day’s 
journey from the Danifli confines. 

Chriftian, fruftrated in this attempt, and deprived of his faithful aflbciaie, lingered 
forfome time in total folitude, until an 6ld foldier, worn out with the fatigues of war, 
offered to fhare the King’s imprifonment. This veteran being immured in tiic dungeon, 
amufed the royal prifoner with various anecdotes on the different princes and generals 
under whom he had enlifted, and by deferibing the expeditions and battles in which 
he had been prefent; and, as he had ferved from his earlieft youth, was a perfon of 
much obfervation, and by nature loquacious, he affifted in relieving the tcEt-iiim of 
Chrifiian’s captivity. Nor did any event, fcarcely the lofs of his fon, more I'enfibly 
afleft the depofed fovereign, than the death of this foother of his mifery, who expired 
in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his original cell, Chriftian was at length re- 
moved, through the interceffion of Charles V. to a commodious apartment in the fame 
caftle, provided with fuitable attendants, and indulged with the liberty of vifiting in 
the town, attending divine fervice in the public church, and hunting in the neigh- 
bouring diftrief. Yet even this change of fituation, which had been fo long the lole 
objeft of his wilhes, could not make him forget that he was ftill a prifoner, the recol- 
ledion of which affe£led him occafionally to fuch a degree, that he would fuddenly 
burft into tears, throw himfelf on the ground, utter the moft bitter lamentations, and 
continue for fome time in a ftate approaching to infanity. However defervedly odious 
Chriftian XI. may have appeared in the former parts of his life ; yet his fubfequent fuf- 
ferings raife compaflion ; and it is a pleafing fatisfaftion to every humane mind, that 
he recovered from his defpondency, and acquiefeed in his fate with perfedf refigna- 
tio/i. 

In 1 546, after a confinement of fixteen years and feven months in the caftle of Son- 
derborg, he was conveyed to the palace of Callenborg, in the ille of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached. Chriftian liL repaired in perfon to Affens, re- 
ceived his fallen rival with great marks of attention, and promifed him every comfort 
which could tend to alleviate his fituation. Thefe unufual honours, joined to his re- 
moval from a place where he had experienced fo much mifery, and the profpccl of 
again inhabiting his favourite palace, excited tranfports of joy, and he compared him- 
fclf to a perfon recalled from death *. 

Being condiiclcd to Callenborg, he had the falisfaftion of finding thefe promifes re- 
ligioiifly fulfilled. lie fiu vived this happy change ten years ; and his mind was fo 
foftened by adverfity, that, old as he was, his death was hallened by aftUction for the 
lofs of his benefador Chriftian III. He died on the 24th qf January 1559, in the 
feventy-eighth year of his age, and in the thirty-fixth from the period of his depo- 
fition t. ^ 

April 9th, w^ arrived at Affens, juft mentioned as the place of meeting between the 
two Ibvcreigns ; it ftands on the Little Belt, a ftrait of tlie Baltic, which feparates the 

* “ QnibuB jlle non fccus animo exliilaratur, ac Ji morte cxtraclus, novam Ittcem mtucreturJ’ Cragii 
Annal. ■> I'l'ill III. p. 5.4. . • •* 

f Tlitfc particulars «f Chriftiajj the Second’e life arc chiefly taken from llylbirg and Svaniugii Vita 
Chriitiiini becuudi. ' . 
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iflo of Funen from the continent. This ifland is three hundred and forty miles -in cir- 
cumference, fertile in paflure and grain, and exports annually to Norway, barley, oats, 
rye, and peafo. The country is open, with a gently undulating furface ; but the coafts 
are generally flat and fandy. The paflage acrofs the Litttle Belt is only nine miles ; 
but the wind being contrary, ws w'^ere five hours in performing it. We landed on the 
duchy of Slefwick, at Arroe-Sound, fo called from the litle ifland Arroc, contiguous 
to the continent. 

On the nth we paffed through fevcral fmall, but neat towns, beautifully fituated on 
the inlets of the Baltic, and particularly Flenfburg, which carried on a confulerable 
trade during the American war, and poffefied two hundred merchant veflels, trading 
moftly to the Weft Indies. Peace has roftored the commerce to its old channels j 
many of the veflels have been fold, the fraflic to the Weft Indies confiderahly Icfl'ened, 
and the chief trade centers in the iflo of Zealand, the coafts of Norw'ay, and Sweden. 

Between Flenfburg and Slefwie is that part of the duchy of Slefwic called Angcln or 
Engel, doubtlcfs the native country of our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who invading and 
taking pofleflion of our ifland, formerly called Britain, converted its name into Engel- 
land or England. The truth of this fad, fufliciently authenticated by hiftory, is ftill 
further corroborated by the refemblance which this fertile diftrid bears to our native 
ifland. 

The country from Flenfburg to Cappel is delightful, diverfified with fcattered farm- 
houfes and frequent villages. 'I’he gravel roads wind through green lanes, with quick- 
fet hedges, through inclofed fields, and fmall woods ; reminding me fo much of my 
native country, that I almoft fancied 1 was pafTing through Englifli lanes and EngHfli 
inclofures. 

We made this excurfion in an open cart, and, as the weather w-as favourable, enjoy, 
cd a conftant view of this agreeable and cultivated diftrid. According to the informa- 
tion of the peafant who drove us, the country yields all forts of grain and flax, 
and abounds in paflure ; the peafants weave fufKcient linen and coarfe cloth for their 
own ufe, knit their w'orfted ftockings, and make their boots and fhoes ; they procure 
hats and a better fort of cloth from Flenfburg. Their food is chiefly rye-bread, cheefe, 
eggs, milk, and occafionally meat ; they diftil fpirits from malt, and make cyder, 
which is their ufual drink. 

C'appel, a fmall but neat town on the Slcy, contains about five hundred and fifiy 
inhabitants, who are induftrious, and carry on Ibnie trade, exporting bacon, cheefe, 
butter, eggs, and other commodities to Copenhagen, and I'upplyiiig the interior parts 
of the province with coffee, fugar, fpiccs, and other foreign merchandize. 'Ihe envi- 
rons of Cappel are quite delightful, being grounds gently rifing, fpiinkled with much 
wood, and commanding fine views of the bay. 

The duchy of Slefwic, fometimes called South Jutland, is feparated from Holftein, 
or the King of Denmark’s* Germ an dominions, by the Eyder. The capital is an irre- 
gular town of great length, and contains five thoufand fix hundred and thirty inhabi- 
tants. The houfes are of brick ; and like the oth^r towns in the country refemble in 
neatnefs and manner of building thofe of Holland : the inhabitants drefs alfo like the 
Dutch, and many of them fpeak thejr tongue, though the ufual languages are the 
German and Danifli. Clofe to Slefwic is (he old palace of Gottorp, formerly the ducal 
refidonce, at prelent mhabited by the Stadtholder, or Governor, Prince Charles of • 
Hcffe-Caflbl, who married Louifa, Princefs of Denmark. It is a large brick edifice, 
furrounded by a rampart and moat; /from this caftle, the ducal line founded by Adol- 
phus 
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phas fon of Fredei*ic I. King of Denmark, was denominated Holftein Gottorp, which 
was loft in the title of Emperor, when Peter the Third afeended the throne of Ruftia. 

The church of Slefwic contains the monument of Frederic the Firft, fon of Chrif- 
lian the Firft. The tomb is a farcophagus of dark marble, fupported by fix female 
figures ftanding on pedeftals, Charity, accompanied by two children, her ufual em- 
blem ; Foititudc, holding a broken column; Prudence, with the ferpent; Juftice, 
with her fcales ; Jurifprudence, with tablets ; and Hope, with an anchor : their coun- 
tenances are Greek, and uncommonly pleafing, and the drapery truly elegant, after 
the antique. Towards the bottom of the farcophag- •’re f^ur btautiful little angels or 
genii, with their reverfed torches, above is placed the figu e r the King in armour. At 
•each end are the figures of two women, of the fame fi?-* and elegance as thr'e which 
lupport the farcophagus ; one holds t'^e rcyal c''«r of an s, .he othc’" a fcrole contain- 
ing Latin verfes in praife of the ueceafed. All the >.gures are of the fineft aUbafter, 
and were probably executed in Italy. 

Frederic received as his inheritance the duchy of Slefwic, and the crowm of Den- 
mark on the depofition of ChrilUan the Second. Seated on the throne by the univer- 
fal fuftrages of the nation, he was cftablilhed in it rather by *^he zeal of his fubjefts, and 
by the co-operating alliftancc of Guftavus ’'^afa, his proteftor and r”'al, ihan by his 
wown prowefs. He feems indeed to have inh^ufcd ‘he mild and pacific virtues of his 
father Chriftian the Firft ; virtues which woi.id never have railed him to a throne, had 
not the general odium confpired to the dcpofitio»- of Thrillian the Second. He died in 
1 533, aged fixty years. 

That part of the duchy which we traverfed feemeu we.i cultivated ; it was in general 
fiat and open, but occafionally exhibited variegated la'^dfcapes of heath, arable land, 
and pafture, inclofed with quickfet hedges, and ftudded with woods of beech and oak. 
The ferm-houfes had the appearance of great neatnefs. We palfed alfo ranges of new 
cottages, lately ere&ed for colonifts at the expence of the crown ; they are fpacious, 
and refemble thofe of Weftphalia, containing, under the fame roof, a large barn, with 
divifions for the cattle on each fide, and two rooms at the fur' ■'r end for the family. 
Each colonift is fupplied with ploughs, carts, and other implements of agriculture, two 
horfes, and a penfion during three years. 

About twenty miles from Slefwic we quitted that -chy, and at Rendlburgh croflld 
the Eyder into Holftein, which river is confider»d as forming on this fide the limits of 
Germany. 

Rendfburgh is efteeraed the ftron^eft fortre^- in the D ifl» tenitories. The town, 
which contains three thoufand fix hundred inhabitants, carries on but little trade, 
fcarcely poflefiing three vefiels. It muft foon, however, become a place of importance, 
as the canal of Kiel will introduce a confiderable degree of commerce. The laft fluicc 
is to be conftru£fed at Rendfburgh. The Eyder is navigable for large vefiels within a 
ihort diftance of the town, while thofe of inferior burden land thdr goods on the quays. 
The tide, which rifes near four feet, brings fand into the channel ; and floating ma- 
chines are continually employed to deepen its bed. 

The environs are chiefly a flat barren heath ; but as we approached Kiel, the coafts 
gradually became hilly and more fertile. We pafled between the Wetter and Flemhu- 
der lakes, again crofled the Eyder, there only a fmall rivulet, and arrived in the even- 
ing at Kiel. The diftrid of foel is that portion of the duchy of Holftem, which de- 
feended to the line of Holftein-Gottorp, and belonged to Peter HI. as part of lus he- 
reditary dominions. In 1 773 the Emprefs of RufHa ceded it to the fljng of Denmark, 

in 
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in exchange for the counties of Oldenburgh and Delmenhorft, whijh fhe gave to the 
Prince BUhop of Lubec. This exchange was favourable to Denmark, as the King novir 
poflclTes the whole duchy of HoUlein ; and the intended junftion of the Baltic and the 
North Sea will be formed entirely through the Danifh territories. 

Kiel poffelfes an univerfity for the German fubjedls of Denmark, founded in 1650 by 
Chriilian Albert, Duke of Holllcin-Gottorp, and confiderably enlarged by the prefent 
King; it contains twenty-four profeffors, and about three hundred fludents. The town 
ftands on a fmall peninfulu in a of the Baltic, and has a very commodious harbour 
for large fhips. It 's r’'‘' 3i d , .me ■' ♦he moll commercial places of Holfteinj and the 
trade will be ftill %rthei lu^ ' ;;n the inland navigation acrofs the peniiifula is 

This inland navipticn, fo .orid.on of the two feas, is formed acrofs the duchy 
of Holftein, by the canal of Kic' .no tht? river E^der, which paffes by Rendfburgh, and 
falls into the German ocean 'lonningen. 

The etinal begins about three mil north of Kiel, ai the mouth of the rivulet Lewen- 
fawe, which heretofore foparat-d HoKVein from Sh'E/' and will form a new boundary 
between thofe two duchies. '1 ‘ e dWtance fre.n its bev, . -ng to the lalt fluice at Rendf- 
burgh is twt,n.;-fe'^en "'ngiilh mile? ; tim ? tne F.yCe. is navigable about fix miles and 
three quarters above; Rendflnirgh, and only r miles to be de pened in fome places, tho 
cut neceflary for the comple'UH* cf h_- coiuro>mication between the two feas is only 
twenty miles and a half. 

The canal was begun in July 1777 ; and in June 1785, when I laft examined it, was 
almoft finifhed. The work was piiv, rmed by contrail ; one thoufand and twenty-four 
cubic feet* of earth wei taV o.'t for eight fhillings; and the whole expenca 
was to amount to about 8oo,ooui. Between the Flemhuder lake and the rivulet La- 
vens is the higheft point, on each fide whereof the waters take different courfes to the 
Baltic and German Ocean; in this part the ground mull be excavated to the depth of 
fifty feet. The perpendicular fall towar-is the Baltic is twenty-five feet fix inches; that 
towards the ocean twenty-three ; and the veffc'swill be raifed or let down by means of 
fix fluices ; Holtenau, K. jrp, Suckdorf, Sbinkel, Niederholten, and Rendfburgh. 
The breadth of the cut is one hundred feet at top, and fifty-four at.bottom ; the fluices 
are twenty-feven feet in breadth, and one hundred in length ; the lowed depth of water 
ten feet. The canol will be fu.niftied with water as far as Steinwarp from the Eyder, 
and the lakes Flemhuder and Wefler, from thence to Renfb rrgh by the Wetter lake, 
from which iJues a riv^ that j ’’ns the Eyder. Merch mt aen of about one hundred 
and twenty tons burden wi'* be able to navigate this canal 

The utility of this important undertaking will be evident from a mere infpeflion of the 
map of Denmark. At prefent even the fmalleft veffels, trading from any part of the 
Danifh dominions in the Baltic to th< Northern Sea, mud make a circuit round the 
extremity of Jutland, and arc liable to be detained by contrary winds. This navigation 
is fo tedious, that goods fhipped at Copenhagen for Hamburgh are not unufually fent by 
lea only to Lubec, and from thence by land. 

The objea of thofe who planned this canal was no lefs than to draw by Kiel into the 
Baltic the commerce of Bremen, Hanover, and Wedphalia, which is now carried down 
the Vefer, and by Gluckdadt upon the Elbe to Hamburgh and Lubec, and to facilitate 
the tranfport <rf merchandize from Holland and the north fea to the ports of the Baltic. 
But the principal impediment to the fuccefs of this canal feems to arife from the difficult 

* The foot ufed in tbu Chapter u to the Englilkas ai to at. 
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navigation of the Eyder between Rendfl^urgh and Tonningen, on account of the nu- 
nieroL’K flioals occafioned by the (Inf ting fands, which not unfrequently render the en* 
4 ranee into the Eyder impracticable, and always prevent any veflels from palling which 
draw more than nine feet of water. Few lliips, therefore, which navigate the Baltic, 
will unload iheij- goods at Kiel, in order to embark them in fmaller vefll-ls for Tonnin- 
gen, where the merchandize mull be again relinbarked. Ships failing from the Baltic 
40 the F.nglifla or French ports will doubtlcfs prefer the navigation round the Cattegate, 
with all its dangers and difficulties. Thofe deftined for liamburgh, or the adjacent 
parts,- will choolc, perhaps, the flioricr and more fccure paffiige of the canal. But it is 
nnich to liC doubted, whether the commerce between Hamburgh and the north will be 
fulhcient to am'wer the expenccs of the conllru^lion. 'J'he trade of Kid, at all events, 
will be greatly incrcafcd by this canal j but the principal dcpofitory of the merchandize 
will be at Rendfburgh 

Alter having examined the canal and towm of Kiel, we continued our route, and, in 
eighteen miles, reached a finall village beautifully feated between two lakes, in the mid ft 
of a romantic country, interfperfed with forefts of beech and oak. The largeft of thefe 
lakes is that of Ploen, the banks of which are adorned with the town of Ploen, the ca- 
pital of the duchy, which efeheated to the King of Denmark in 1761, on the deceafeof 
the laft IDuke Charles without ilTue male. The palace, formerly the ducal refidence, 
rifing in the midft of the town, on elevated ground, and overlooking the lake is a pic- 
ture'que objeft. 

'I'he road from Ploen to Eutin runs along a fertile country, through fields of corn 
and pafture, enclofed with “ hedge-row elms and coppice green,” and beautifully in- 
terfperfed with groves of oak and beech. 

Eutin is a town with a palace belonging to the Prince Biftiop, in which he ufually re- 
fidcs, and from which he aftumes his title. The prefent Prince is brother to Adolphus 
Frederic, late King of Sweden : it is, like Ofnabrug, a fecular biflioprick. The palace 
is a large brick building, on the banks of a lake, and contains nothing worthy of obfer- 
vation, except a few indifferent family pictures ; amongft which I remarked one of the 
Duke of Anhalt, father of the fortunate Catharine the Second, Emprefs of Ruffia, 
and another of Charles, Duke of Holftein, father of the unfortunate Peter the Third. 

The grounds are laid out in ftraight walks, with cut hedges, ftagnant canals, and jets 
ePeau ; an intermediate plot of ground is called an Englifli garden, and confifts chiefly of 
zig-zag walks, winch, according to the opinion of moft foreigners, are ridiculoufly 
fupppfed to form the peculiar excellence of our flyle. 

Lubec, the head of the Hanfeatic league, was formerly the moft commercial city, and 
powerful republic of the north ; her fleet bade defiance to the northern powers, and 
rode miRrefs of the Baltic. How are the mighty fallen ! fhe no longer retains a fhadow 
of her former power, has loft great part of her trade, and her commerce, confiderably 
diniinifhed, will fuffer ftill more diminution, if the canal of Kiel.fliould anfwer the pur- 
pofes for which it was planned ; for by that means great part of the merchandize which 


* TIiid canal was opened in 1785, and the following is a lift of the velTels wliich palTcd through it daring 
nine fucceffive years : 


1785— 453 vcffels, including 44 foreign. 

86— 400 . . 67 

87— C45 - - . 125 

8«- 626 - - 136 

89 — 1072 - • 280 


1790— 961 veflels, including 293 foreign. 

91— I2j0 - - 476 

92— 1509 - - , 722 

93— 2290 - - 1441 


now 
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now pa{{es through this town will be conveyed along the canal, and down the Eyder to 
Tonningen, and thence by feaand up the Elbe to Hamburgh. Tocounteraft thefe ef- 
fects, profeflbr Buefch has formed a plan to render the Steiknitz navigable for veflels 
of burden as far as Lauenburgh. Should this projeft be carried into execution, the ad> 
vantages arillng to the duchy of Lauenburgh, as well as to the city of Lubec, are too 
evident to require an explanation. 

The houfes of Lubec are built in an ancient ftyle of architefture, the doors being 
fo large as to admit carriages into the hall, which frequently fei'ves for a coach-houfe. 
The w^ls of many houfes bear the date of the fifteenth century ; and doubtlefsj at that 
period, the town was efteemed extremely beautiful. 

1 he quay of Lubec is on the river Trave, which falls into the fea at the diflance of 
fourteen miles, and admits veflels from one hundred and fifty to two hundred tons bur-- 
den, and fometimes, but rarely, three hundred. I obferved about one hundred and 
twenty mcrchant-fhips deftined to Rufiia, Sweden, and Denmark. The trade is chiefly 
a trade of commiflion, drawing from Ruflia, Sweden, and Denmark, their raw comnio* 
dities, and fupplying them with wines, filks, cloth, and fteel ware. 

Being unw'illing to quit the territory of Lubec without vifiting Travemunde, we fet’ 
off at five in the afternoon, and at feven reached Travemunde, diftant from Lubec 
about nine miles. Wc found a clean and comfortable inn, good accommodations, and 
a civil landlord, who fpoke Englifh. 

Travemunde, or the mouth of the Trave, is the port where the veflels trading to and 
from Lubec take their ftation. We hired a boat, and rowed round the port to the 
road ; the port is able to contain fixty veflels, and fufticiently deep to admit thofe of two 
hundred tons burden, the fame as afeend the 'I’rave to Lubec. Men of war ride at an- 
chor in the road. Our landlord procured from the pilot a lift of the merchantdhips 
which took their departure from Travemunde in the following years ; — 

In -lyyS, nine hundred and forty-one fhips; in 1779, nine hundred and fixteen ; in 
1780, eight hundred and three ; in 1 78 1 , nine hundred and thirty-five ; in 1 782, eight 
hundred and fifty-eight ; in 178 3, nine hundred and fifty-one. Of thefe he conjec- 
tured that one hundred and fifty belonged to Lubec, three hundred were Danilh, two 
hundred and fifty Swedifli, one hundred Pruflian, twenty Danilh, and ten Englilh.. 
Travemunde is defended (if it can be called defence). by a fmall fortrefs mounting forty 
gun.«, and containing a garrifon of fifty men. 

We pafled through Ratzeburgh, a fmall fortified town, prettily fituated on an ifland 
in the midlt of a lake thirty miles in circumference ; the banks abrupt, and pleafantly 
feathered with wood. The town partly belongs to the duchy of Mccklenburgh Strelitz, 
and partly to that of Saxe Lauenburgh. The buildings are of brick almolt every 
houfe is fhided with a tree, which forms a lingular and agreeable appearance. 

From the lake of Ratzeburgh iflaies the river Wakenitz, which joins the 'I’rave near 
Lubec, and thus facilitates the water-communication between Lubec. and thefe parts. 
The duchy of Saxe Lauenburgh belongs to the King of England, as Elector of flanover. 

The road winds at a fmall dilbnce from the lake of Ratzeburgh, commanding diver«^ 
fified views of wood, water, and fields of corn and pafiure. 

Near Moellen is the navigation of' the Steiknitz, which unites the Elbe and the Trave. 
This water-coni mu ideation is formed by the two fmall rivulets, the Steiknitz and the 
Devenau, the former, falls into the Trave,. and the latter into the Elbe at Lauenburgh j; 
they were united tfy a canal, cut by order of the government of Lubec, inxhe fourteenth; 
century, fuppofed to be the firll canah which had double fluice-gat&.. The average 
depth of water being only three feet and a half, no heavy-laden veflels can pafs. 1 hc:i 

viY, a. watermen; 
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watermen belonging to fome barges carrying com and planks, told me, that they had 
employed eight days in coming from Lubec to Moellen, which is only thirty«lix miles 
by land, and did not exped to reach Lauenburgh in lefs than eight days more. Se* 
Venteen locks mull be palTed between Lubec and the Elbe at Lauenburgh ; yet, not- 
withftanding this inconvenience, about four hundred and forty veflels annually navigate 
the canal. The environs of Moellen are agreeably diverfified with line woods of oak, 
beech, and birch. 

During my progreis through Sweden and Denmark, I remarked, with attentive cu> 
riolity, many of thofe regular circles of (tones which are fo frequently fcattered ever the 
&ce, not only of thefe countries, but of our own. According to the plan 1 have ge- 
nerally followed in the courfe of this work, I Ihall Aril deferibe thofe which fell under 
ihy immediate obfervation, and then throw together a few remarks on their probable 
origin and deftination. 

In the province of Welt Gothland, between Kalange and Lidkioping, I obferved on 
the top of an hill two rude mafles of red granite, placed upright on each fide of the high 
road, llic tallelt meafured fifteen feet in height, five fpans and a half in breadth ; the 
other was about twelve feet high, fix fpans broad, and both were no more than four 
inches thick. In a plain near Runneby, in the province of Blekinge, 1 noted many 
ranges of (tones fet up endways, and fomung various circles, all of which plainly re- 
ferred to one general difpofition. I counted at lealt ten of thefe circles, and among the 
molt perfect, one of eight (tones, whofe diameter meafured live paces, and another of 
ten, whofe diameter was feven ; the ftones were from two to four feet in height, and 
the highelt did not exceed ten. 

Again, clofe to Skillinge, the nearclt poll to Carlfcrona, arc feveral fimilar remains 
on a rocky eminence, confilting of many oval or circular ranges ; the greater part were 
in the rough Itate ; fome were hewn flat and broad, and others fomewhat refembled 
pillars pointed at top in the rudelt manner. At the fummit of the rock feveral concen- 
tric ranges inclofed a fpace of about ten feet diameter, in the centre of which Hood two 
fiat Hones, fcarcely three feet in height, placed edgeways, and between them was the 
Ipwer part of a withered trunk, the remains of a tree, which had once fiourilhed in 
that fpot. It appeared to me like an oak ; and a perfon attached to the hypothelis, 
that inch circles are druidical relics, might, with a fmall degree of enthufiafm, have con- 
fidered this very tree as the central oak ; could he fuppofe that the religion of the 
Druids was ever ellablilhed in thefe northern kingdoms. I'he largelt of thefe ftones 
was about'twelve feet in height. On the fouthem fide of the village were fimilar mo- 
numents of antiquity, the higheft of which meafured eighteen feet, and we continually 
obferved remains of the fame in our route through Sweden. 

In the Danifli iiles, as- well as in Slefwic and Holftein, thefe circles occurred no lefs 
frequently than in Sweden, but none of the ftones were large ; few which fell under 
my obfervation exceeding fix or feven feet in height, and the greater part were not more 
than two or three. In fome places I noticed two laid edgeways, and upon them an un- 
formed mafs .of done in an horizontal pofition, which is exafUy fimilar to the Biidfli 
Cromlech. One of thefe monuments is thus deferibed in Colonel Floyd's Journal : 

** About three or four Englilh miles from Corfoer, at the extremity of a wood, (land- 
ing on a promontory, 1 found one of the mod perfed of thefe ancient monuments. I 
obferved a large mound of earth, on the fummit of which large conical granite ^nea, 
ftaiiding at fmall intervals from each other, enclofed an oval fpace of R very eonfiderable 
extent. In the cehter and higheft point, a huge, lhapelefs male of granite was laid ho- 
nax}ntally qn four other ftones, almoft buried beneath the furfirce of the ground. Near 

•6 it 
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it was another mouRd» on the top of which another large ftone was placed in a fimilar 
manner on four others. I remarked veftigesof trenches; but as the place was covered 
with underwood, and night approached, I could not trace their diredion.” 

To our inquiries in feveral parts of Sweden, concerning the ori^n of thefe anhienC 
relics, the peafants generally anfwercd,^ that they were- erected by a race of giants for- 
merly inhabiting thefe counties. We have many Hmilar monuments in our iiHand, and 
particularly that of the Robrich Aones, near Buriord in OxfordAiire, the Snake’s Head 
of Overton Temple, as defcribed by Stukeley * ; feme of thofe which are delineated in 
Borlafe’s Antiquities of Cornwall, and that circular range in Cumberland, of which Mr. 
Pennant f has given an engraving in his Tour to Scotland, feem moA to refemble thole 
W'hich I obferved in Sweden and Denmark. I cannot, however,' but add, that Olaua 
Wormms, and other authors, highly exaggerate when they deduce any refemblance be- 
tween the Aupendous fabric of Stone Henge, and thefe trifling, though genuine, remaiiis 
of high antiquity, and Aill more erroneoufly conclude from that fanciful refemblance, 
that Stone Henge } was conAruded by our Anglo-Saxon anccAors, who migrated from 
thefe northern parts. 

Endlefs controverAcs have anfen among the learned concerning their origin and 
deAinadon ; and each author maintains that they were raifed by that particular nation, 
or fed, which be A fuits his favourite hypotheAs. Thus they are Ay led by diffeaeat au- 
thors, Celtic, Gothic, DaniAi§, Saxon, Hdic; and by others have been folely attri- 
buted to the Druids, a favourite order of men, under whom we are too apt to flielter 
our ignorance. Although thefe rude monuments are undoubtedly of fuch high anti- 

S as altnoA to baffle our inquiries, yet we may infer, from hiiiorical ‘evidence, that 
had not all the fame original deAinadon ; fome were raifed as memorials of ma- 

* Stufceley’t Abury, p. 4. tab. iii. p. 40. and tab. xxi. 
f Tour into Scotland, and annexed plate. 

^ It is curioua to trace the different fyitems which have been framed concerning the origin of Stone 
Henge ; and to obferve upon what vague and uncertain principles each author has founded bis hypo- 
thefis. 

The celebrated architeA. Iniga Jones, in a work entitled *' Stone Henge teftored,’* endeavoura to af- 
certain, but without fufficient proof, that it was a Roman temple, coofecrated to Calum, and conftruAed 
between the times of Agricola and Conftantinc the Great. Or. Charlcton, on the contrary, in hia Stone 
Henge reftpred to the Dknea,’* entirely overturns the fyftem of Inigo Jones; and contends, with more in- 
genuity than argument, that it was built in the beginning of Alfred’s reign by thh Danes, who over-ran 
great part of England, as a place for the cleAion of their kings. 

John Webb, Efq. in ** A Vindication of Stone Henge reftored,” refutes, with much learning, the opi- 
nion of Dr. Charleton, but fails in re-eftablilhing the fyftem of Inigo Jones. ^ Some fuppofe it to luve 
been crcAed in memory of four hundred and fixty Britons roalTacred by Hengift ; a chimerical notion, 
arifiqff merely from the flmilan’ty of the words Henge and Hengift ; others, that it was raifed in honour of 
Aurdiw Ambrofiui, the laft Britilh king ; and a few that it was a fepulchral monument of Bonduca, by 
the Old Britons. 

Dr. Stukeley, in his elaborate treatife on Stone Henge, ^ luis completely overturned all thefe 
fyftems of former writers ; butds not equally fttccefsfal in eftabulhing his favourite pofition, that it was a 
Druidical temple. 

In a word, ril that can be colleAed, from a diligent examination of the feveral fyftems, is, that it it a 
monumeht of very lu’gh antiquity, far beyond the reach of hiftoiy or tradition ; and that there are not fuf- 
iicient data by which any certain opinion can be formed of iti oriein, 

f Olaua Wormint, in the true fpirit of national prriudice, tupnofes all theie monuments to 'have Imn 
ere Aed by the Danes, becaufe great numbers are found in Denmark, upon which ailertion Stnkdey 'ob- 
ferves, their being in Denmark does not prove them to have been founded by the Danes, as they aifted iq 
that country long uefore any mention is made in hiftorr of the Danes ; but thev moft have been raifed be- 
fore that people oeeupied tne northern jflea, by the Cimhrians, or Goths of old ; and if not by them, by 
whom is not known from ftory. 

teriaT 
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terial events ; others as fepulchres ; but the j^ater part were probably places, or * ob« 
jefts, of facred worfliip. In the earlier ages of the world, we find that (tones were 
ereded for all thefe purpofes, and by different nations ; but as it would be tedious to 
enumerate the feveral proofs of the afiertion, I mud refer the reader to Borlafe*s Dif- 
fertations on fimilar monuments exifiing in our own country, as the mod able writer on 
this fubjed. How can we pollibly confine to any particular nation, or religion, cudoms 
ufed indifcriminately by all in remote periods, or how can we alfign their epoch, fince 
mod of them were either railed before the Chridian sera, or preceded the introdudioa 
of the goipel into thofe parts, when no certain tradition or literary records were extant, 
to afeertain their origin ? 


• M^ny inftatices of the worihip of ftones occur among the ancient Pagans; and it appears that fome 
were held no Icfs facred in thefe northern regions. Among others, one was worlhipped at Gilia, in lce». 
land, before the mtrodudtion of Chriftianity : “ In GUia qutm majwtt torunt riligiofe eolucrantf vipolt n 
fauejuotulclariinialniaritradettfesi* KriunISa^,p. 13. 


Genealogical. 



Harold VI. Blaatand. King of Denmark 939 . died 989, 


35 * 




CHI.1ST1AN I. Count of Oldenburg and DelmenhoHl, of Denmark, Sweden^ and Norway^ ^44^ * 148! 
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APPENDIX, No. I. 

List of the Danish Army. 


Infantry.— Dani/h and Hoiftein.— Regulars and Militia. 


Fool Guanls rep. ^ - 


486 

Bornholm ditto, mixt 

.. 

1778 

Danifh royal regiment, mixt 


1778 

Slcfwic ditto, mixt • 

- 

1778 

Norway, ditto, mixt 


1778 

Holdcin ditto, mixt • 

a 

1778 

Kiog^s ditto, mixt / 


1778 

Falfter ditto, mixt 

a 

J 77 r 

Queen's ditto, mixt 


1778 

Moen ditto, mixt 

a 

111% 

Prince Royal’s ditto, mixt 

a 

1778 

Delmenhorfl’s ditto, mixt 

a 

1778 

Piincc Frederic's ditto, mixt 

a 

1778 



■ 

Jutland ditto, mixt 


1778 

Total of Danifh and Holftein Infantry 

25*378 

Oidenburgh ditto, mixt 

• 

1778 



- ' 



Infantry of Noftray. 



Regiment of Sundcrfield, reg. 

* 

>376 

Firit ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. 

a 

191^? 

Ditto of Nordenfield, rcg. 


1376 

Second ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. 


291^ 

Firflreg Agerhuus, national 


1956 

Firft ditto Vertebeck, nat. 


J916 

Second ditto, nat. 


19^6 

Second ditto, nat. 


1916 

Firll ditto Smaalchcn, nat. 


itiuo 

Corps of light troops, nat. 


960 

Second ditto, nat. 


2o8x 

Regiment of artillery, mixt 


2771 

Fiill ditto Drontheim, nat. 


2o8x 

Corps of engineers, reg. 

- 

34 

Second ditto, nat. 


1916 




Third ditto, nat. 


2089 

Total of Infantry of Norway 

- 

32 >c )53 

Fiiil ditto Oplando, nat. 


207 c 




Second ditto, nat. • 


jpi6 



k 


Cavalry.-^Daniih and Holfteiir. 



Horfe guards, regulars 

a 

161 

Funen, mixt 

a 

58* 

Royal Danidt regiment, mixt 


5;* 

Slefwic, mixt 

m 

5 S* 

Norway ditto, mixt 


582 

Holilem, mixt 

or 

582 

Firft regiment of Zealand, mixt 


582 




Sf*cond ditto, mixt 


581 



4817 

Of Jiularid, mixt 


582 






Cavalry of Norway. 



Fiift Regiment of dragoons, nat. 

a 

116S 

Total of Cavalry, ^ 



Fird ditto of Snndcnlield, nat. 

• 

X168 

Total of Infantry 


56.43* 

Second ditto, national 

a 

1167 




Third ditto, nat. 

- 

1079 

Total of the Danlth trorpt 


66,909 

Regiment of Nordcijfield, nat. 

a 

1079 



— ' ' « 
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List of the Danism Navy in 1779. 
Ships of the line. 


Kamei. 


Guns. Station. 


X. Chriftian VII. « 

m 

90 

Copenhagen 

2. Superb 

m 

80 

Ditto 

3. Sophia Frederica • 

m 

74 

Ditto 

4. Juftitia 

- 

74 ' 

Ditta 

5. Vandal 


70 

Ditto ' 

6. Queen Louifa 


70 

Ditto 

7. Copenhagen 


70 

Ditto 

8. Queen Juliana 


70 

Ditto 

9. Prince Royal 


70 

Ditto* 

xo. Denmark 


70 

Ditto 

1 1. Jutland 


70 

North Sea * 

12. Prince Frederic 


70 

Copdhhagen 

13. Oere-Sund 


70 v 

Ditto* 

14. Northern Lion 


70 

Ditto 

15. Elephant 


70 

Ditto 

lo. Oldenburgh 


60 

Ditto 

17. North Star 


60 

Ditto 

18. Zealand 


60 

Ditto 

19. Neptune 


60 

Ditto 

20, Storman 


60 

Ditto 

21. Iceland 


60 

Ditto 

22. Vifiory 

‘at 

60 

Ditto 

23. Princefs Sophia Magdalena 

- 

60 

Ditto 

24. Princefs Wilhelmina 

- 

60 

Ditto 

45, Danebrog 

•1- 

60 

Ditto 

26. Holftein. 

- 

60 

Ditto 

27. Wagria . - - ' 

m 

60 

Ditto 

28. Infoeds Retten 


€0 

Ditto 


29. 

30* 

3 *- 

3 ** 

33 - 

34. 

36- 

37 - 

38- 


Ditmarfien 
Deimenhurl): 
Ebenezer 
Nettleblad 
Funen 
Greenland 
Saint Croix 
Mars 
Slefwic 
Difco « 


50 Ditto 
50, Ditto 
50 North Sea 
50 Copenhagen 
50 Ditto 
50 North Sea 
50. Ditto 
50 Copenhagen 
50 Ditto 
44 Ditto 


When bu/It. 

1767. 

1768. 

* 775 * 
*777 
1742. 

1744. 

1744. 

*752- 

*75<5. 

* 757 - 
1760*. 
1761. 
1766. 
1765* 

1769. 
1740. 

1745. 
*750. 
* 750 - 
1751. 

* 75 *- 
*754. 

17S3. 
17.64. 
177a. 
1772. 

* 773 - 

1776. 

1742. 

» 743 * 

* 75 « 

1746. 

1746. 

* 75 ®- 

*758. 

1760, 
1766. 
1778. 


For Parade 

Condemned 

Ditto 


Condemned 

For Parade 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Condemned 

Ditto 

Condemned 

Parade 


Frigates* 
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Frigates, 



Namei. % ' 


Guns. 

Station. Wlien built. 

l. Pearl - 


- 34 

' Copenhagen 

- 1772. 

i. Kiel - 


n- 36" 

Ditto 

- *775- 

3. Bornholm 


36 

Ditto 

- 1774. 

4. Moen ' , . - 



Ditto 

- 1777. 

5. Croneborg 


- 34 

Ditto 

- 1776. 

6. Chridiaha 


• 34 

Ditto 


7.' Dockin 


34 

Ditto 

-1750. Parade 

8. Moen ' « 


. 38 

m 

* ^753* 

9. Blue Eagle 


30 

m 

- 1753. Parade 

io. Savage 


• j 8 

m 

- 1754. Parade 

II. Chrillianborg 


34 

North Sea 

■ *758* 

12. SeaHorfe 


- 18 

Copenhagen 

- 1758. 

13. Langeland 


«• 18 

Ditto 

- 1758* 

14. FaUter 


' - 30 

Ditto 

- 1760. 

15. Syren 



Ditto 


16. Tranquebar 


- 34 

Ditto 

- 1761. 

17, Alfen 



Ditto 


18. Chridiana 


- 30 

Ditto 

- 1765. 

1 9. Feroe 


- 34 

Ditto 

- 1766. 

30. Sanroe 


• 32 

Ditto 

- 1770. 



Swivels. 



Eagle Royal Yacht 

m 

» t6 

Copenhagen 

- 

Bomb Ketches.— 

-Bravery j 

Serious; Comet f 

Courage; Dragon. 
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TRAVELS IN NORWAT 
By the Same. 


'Chap. I . — General Remarks on Norway, ’-^Hijlory. — Geography .-—Benejits of the Norway 

Law.--~Peafants.'— Climate, 

NORWAY was formerly an independent kingdom, governed by its own hereditary 
fovereigns. On the demife of Hagen the Fifth, in 1319, without male iffue, his grand- 
fon in the female line, Magnus Sniek, united the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway. 
Magnus was fuccceded on the throne of Norway by his Ton Hagen the Sixth, huiband 
of the celebrated Margaret ; and at his deccafe, in 1380, Norway was united to Den- 
mark by their fon Olof the Fifth ; who dying without ifl'ue, Margaret herfelf was raifed 
to the throne by the unanimous luffrages of the nation. On her death it defeended, with, 
Denmark and Sweden, to her nephew, Eric of Pomerania. Sweden was afterwards fe- 
parated from Denmark by the valour and addrefs of Guftaviis Vafa j but Norway has 
continued united to the crown of Denmark. 

Norway is formed by nature into two great dlvifions, Northern, and Southern or 
Norway Proper, feparated from each other by the fmall Swedilh province of Hern- 
.dahl. 

Northern Norway is a long and narrow flip of land, extending as far as North Cape, 
beyond the feventy-firft degree of latitude, the molt northern point of Europe; it is di- 
vided into Nordland and Finnmark, and comprehended it^ the government of Dron- 
theim. 

Southern, or Norway Proper, is bounded to the north and eaft by Sweden, and to 
-the weft and fouth by the northern ocean. It is divided into four governments, Agger- 
huus or Chriftiana, Chriftianfand, Berghen, and Drontheim. 

Although Norway comprehends a large tradf of territory, yet from its rocky foil and 
climate, the number of inhabitants is by no means proportionate to the extent of the 
country. Perhaps the following tables, giving the number of births and deaths during 
ieven years, may aflift in forming a probable ftatement of the population : 



Births. 


Deaths. 

1777 

23 » 33 * 

m 

*5*655 

1778 

23,487 


. 15,22* 

*779 

23,862 

m 

20,768 

1780 

24,711 

m 

18,523 

1781 

24>*53 

m 

> 16,072 

lySi 

- ■ - a 3»944 

m 

*7*503 


- - 2*»554 

m 

^9»357 


Sum total 165,042 


• 123,100 
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By dividing one hundred and fixty*five thoufand and foriy-two, the fum total of births 
during the feven years, by feven, we have twenty-three thoufand five hundred and fe- 
vcnty>feven for the annual average of births ; and by dividing one hundred and twenty* 
three thoufand one hundred, the fum total of deaths, by the fame number, we have 
feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five for the annual average of deaths. If, 
on a fuppofition that in the whole kingdom one in thirty-five dies annually, we multi- 
ply feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five, the annual number of deaths, by 
thirty-five, we have fix hundred and fifteen thoufand four hundred and feventy-five for 
the population of Norway. Or, if we multiply twenty-three thoufand five handed and 
feventy-feven, the annual number of births, by thirty, the ufual mode * of calculation, 
we have feven hundred and feven thoufand three hundred and ten ; and by allowing for 
omillions, we ^cannot efiimate the probable population of all Norway at more than feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand fouls. 

The Norwegians, being the fame race with the Danes, and long conne6led with them 
in religion and government, fpeak the fame language, though with a mixture of pro- 
vincial expreflions. According, to Wilfef, a native writer, the gentry and inhabitants 
of the principal towns, allowing for a few provincial expreflions, fpeak purer Danilh 
than is ufual even in Denmark, not excepting Copenhagen ; the inhabitants of the 
eaflern confines bordering on Sweden, naturally blend many Swedilh words ; through- 
out the whole country, the general accent and cadence is more analogous to -the 
Swedilh \ than to the Dutch pronunciation, and the inhabitants on the weflern coalls, 
who have a more confiant communication with the Danes, partake lefs of this pe- 
culiarity. 

The Norwegians maintain their own army, which confifts of twenty- four thoufand 
infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. The troops are much efteemed for bravery, and 
like the Swifs mountaineers, exceedingly attached to their country. The horfes which 
fupply the cavalry are fmall, but .ilrong, aflive, and hardy. 

Every peafant (thofe excepted who inhabit the coalls, and are clafled as failors) not 
born in a town, or on fome noble eftate, is by birth a foldier, and enrolled at the age 
of fixteen. From that year, until he has attained the age of twenty-fix, he is claflTed in 
the young militia ; at twenty-fix he enters into the old militia, and continues to ferve 
till thirty-fix, at which period he receives his difeharge. The militia take the field every 
year in June, and remain encamped about a month. 

Norway is bleflcd with a particular code, called the Norway Law, compiled by 
Griefielfeld, at the command of Chrillian the Fifth, the great legiflator of his country. 
By this law, the palladium of Norway, the peafants are free, a few only excepted on 
certain noble eflates near Fredericklladt. But the fpirit of this law extends itfelf even 
to thofe ferfs ; for no proprietor can have more than one of thefe privileged efiates, and 
unlefs he poflefles a title or certain rank, and refides on his eftate, he lofes his privilege, 
and the peafants become fre^. 

The benefits of the Norway Code are fo vifible in its general effaSls on the happinefs 
and in the appearance of the peafants^ that a traveller mull; be blind who does not in- 
llantly perceive the difference between the free peafants of Norway and the enflaved 
vailals § of Denmark, though both living under the fame government. 

• See Dr. Price on Annuities. -I- Wilfe’s Rcifc, p. a8. 

t The Swedifh and Danifh languages are both dialedls of the Teutonic or German, and are Both fpohed 
in. a ftngingor chaunting tone. The Swedes have a mere varied and lively prenuaciatioa. 

j This remark was made before the emancipation of the Danilh peafants., 

5t Many 
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Many of the peafants derive their lineage from the ancient nobles, and fome even 
from the royal line : they greatly pride themfelves on this fuppofed defcent, and are 
careful not to give their children in marriage but to their equals in birth and blood. 

A curious cuftom prevails in Norway, czWtd odels rightt or right of inheritance, by 
which the proprietor of freeholds may re-pUrchiafe an eftate, which either he or any of 
his anceftors have fold, provided he can prove the title of his family. In order to en- 
force this right, his anceftors and he muft have declared every tenth year, at the fef- 
lions, that they lay clain\ to the eftate, but are unable to redeem it } and whenever he 
or his heirs, acquire a fufiicient fum, then the poffelfor muft, on receiving the money, 
relinquilh the eftate to the odels-man. For this reafon, the peafants who are freeholders 
.keep a ftri£t account of their pedigree. This cuftom is attended with advantages and 
difad vantages. -It fixes the afFe£tions of the peafant on his native place, and he improves 
with pleafure thofe pofTellions which are fo ftrongly fecured to him, while it increafes 
the .confequence and excites the induftry of his family. On the contrary, the eftate 
lofes its value when fold to another perfon, becaufc, as the purchafer poiTeiTes only a 
precarious tenure, he is not difpofed to improve the lands, as if he polTefted the free- 
hold. 

The Norwegian peafants poflefs much fpirit and fire in their manner, are frank and 
undaunted, yet not infolent ; never fawning on their fuperiors, yet paying a proper re- 
fpe£f to thofe above them. Their principal mode of falute is by offering their hand ; 
and when we gave or paid them a trifle, inftead of returning thanks by word or by a' 
bow, they fhook our hands with great franknefs and cordiality. 

The peafants are* well clothed and well lodged, and appear to poflefs more comforts 
and conveniences than any which I have feen in the courfe of my travels, excepting in 
fome parts of Switzerland. They weave their ordinary cloth and linen, and they make 
alfo a kind of fluff like a Scotch plaid. The coats of the men are principally made of a 
ftone-coloured cloth, and ornamented with red button.holes, and white metal buttons- 
The women, while employed in their houfehold affairs, frequently, as in Sweden, ap- 
pear only in a petticoat and ihift, with a collar reaching to the throat, and a black fafh 
tied round the waift. Their linen is remarkably fine, and as they are ufually well made, 
this modeof drefs difplays their figure to the higheft advantage. 

The common food of the peafant is milk, cheefe, dried or falted fifti, and fome- 
tim^s, but rarely, flefli or dried meat, oatbread called Jladbrod, baked in fmall cakes 
about the fize and thicknefs of a pancake, which is ufually made twice a year. 1 obferved 
a woman employed in preparing it : having placed over the fire -a round iron plate, 
fhe took a handful of dough,, and rolled it out with a rolling.pin to the fize of the 
plate ; flie then placed it on the plate, and baked it on one fide, then turned it with a 
fmall flick. In this manner (he prepared a great number in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, and I was informed that a woman, in a Angle day, can bake fufficient for the h- 
rnily during a whole year. In dmes of fcarcity, they alfo pfe the bark of trees, gene- 
rally of the fir ; this bark is dried before the fire, ground to powder, mixed with oat- 
meal, baked, and eat like bread ; it is bitterilh, and affords but little nourifliment. As 
a luxury, the peafants eat Jharke or thin^/Vcj of meat, fprinkled with fait, and dried in 
the wind, like hung beef; alfo a foup made like a hafty.pudding of oatmeal or barley- 
meal, which is rendered palatable, by adding a pickled herring or falted mackerel. The 
ufe of potatoes has been lately introduced ; but thofe roots do not grow to any fize in a 
country where the fuihmer is fo ihort. - 

Fabricius ftrongly recommends, in times of fcarcity, themofles and lichens, and par- 
ticularly the lichen ijlandicusf which yields a nourifiiipg fuftenance, and is commonly 
«fed for food in Iceland. Accord 
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, According to a feries of meteorological obfervations by Mr. Wilfe, paftor of Syde- 
bprg, near FrederickihaU, it fnows moll in December and the middle of January, rains 
mofl^ in April, Auguft, and Odlober. The cleared \^eather is from the middle of June 
to the middle of July, and during the whole month of March. Winds are mod vio- 
lent in the middle and latter end of April, May, and Oftober. The dilled feafon is 
in January j from the tenth of June to the eleventh of July, and in the middle of Au- 
•gud, a circumdance very favourable to the oat harved, which of all corn is more liable 
to cad its ripe grain in windy weather. If we compare the climate of Norway with the 
climate of London, March at London is like April and the beginning of May in Nor- 
Vtay, and the March of Norway is our January. On account of the frequent fpring 
frods, feeds ought not to be fown in gardens before the twentieth of May, and the 
frods of the latter end of Augud are no lefs detrimental; 

The heat and cold varies fo much in Norway, that in June or July, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, as obferved by Mr. Wilfe at Sydeborg, not unufually rifes to 
88, and on the fird of January 1782, fell to — 22, or 54 degrees below the freezing 
point. At Eger according to Profeflbr Stroem’s obfervations, it fell on the fame day 
to — 36^ ; and at Kongfberg to— ‘40, or 72 below freezing point, a degree of cold 
by which quickfilver is congealed. This extreme rife and fall of the quickfilver makes 
a difference of T 10 degrees between the greated heat and greated cold at the fame 
place ; a difference much moi*e conAderable than is obferved at Upfala or Stockholm, 
which lie nearly in the fame latitude as Sydeborg. i 

In fome places vegetation is fo quick, that com is fOwn and cut in fix or feven weeks. 
Tillage cannot generally be flourilhing in a country, which is in many parts fo rocky 
as to defy the plough ; where the climate is’fo fevere that the hoar'frods begin in Sep- 
tember, and where the cold in the highlands prevents the maturity of the corn. The 
fmall vallies, and the interval? between the rocks, are ufually provided wdth a fruitful 
foil, and the indudry of. the peaifants covers the naked rocks and fandy grounds with 
a new earth; yet the arable grounds are few, and no parts of Norway yield fuffi- 
cient com for interior confumption, except the didrifls of Hedemark, Toten, and 
Ringerike. 

This deficiency is occafioned by the nature of the climate and foil. In fpring, and 
In the fird dimmer months, the drought and heat are frequently fo intolerable, and the 
vegetable mould fo thin, that the roots of the corn and grafs are burned up, if a few 
days of funfiiine fucceed each other without rain. The greater part of the foil is allb 
fo much, blended with fand, that too much rain cannot fall in fpring and dimmer. In 
autumn, on the contrary, the decreafed warmth, and great quantity of rain, prevents 
the com from ripening, and not unufually, even in favourable feafons it is almod fpoil- 
ed by the violent autumnal rains. Alfo the fmall quantity of arable land feldom lies 
fallow, but is fowed every year, and therefore requires more manure than cih be ufu- 
ally procured. . ' 

All thefe^circumdances counterafl the indudry of the farmers ; even in the mod fa- 
vourable feafons, a confiderable importation of corn is annually necefiary ; but in unfa- 
vourable harveds the utmod dearth is 'experienced in the inland parts, as the tranfpoVt 
of the corn from the fea coads is highly expenfive. * 

In order to dry the corn expofed to the heavy rains, the peafants fix in the ground 
forked poles ten feet high, place rows of other poles tranfverfely, on which they file the 
Iheaves, the lowermoll row hanging about two feet from the ground. They are alfo 
frequently obliged to bake the com in wooden fiieds, heated by means of (loves. 

• 4t ' As 
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As Norway, therefore, docs not produce fufEcient com for its own conAimptioa, 
Denmark enjoys the exclulive privilege of fupplying with grain that part called Suden> 
fields, comprehending the two governments of Aggerhuus and Chriftianfand. This 
monopoly frequently occafions a*fcarcity ; but though fometimes attended with great 
inconveniences and occafional diltrefs, yet will not be abolilhed without great difficulty, 
bccaufe the Daniffi nobles, who arc at the head of affairs, find their intereft in its con- 
tinuaiice. 

But Norway, however deficient in arable land, is exceedingly rich in pafiure, and 
abounds in cattle. The mode of keeping cows is fimilar to that praftifed in the nioun< 
tains of Switzerland. About the middle of May they are turned into meadows ; to*, 
wards the middle of June driven to the heights, or into the forefts, where they continue 
•till autumn. The cows are ufually tended by a woman, who inhabits a fmall hur, 
milks them twice a day, and makes butter and cheefe on the fpot. On their return 
the cattle are paffured in the meadows, until the fnow fets in about the middle of 
Odober, when they are removed to the ftables, and fed during winter with four-fifths 
of ftraw, and one fifth of hay. The horfes arc ufually foddered with hay during win. 
ter, and are feldom fent to,grafs before the beginning of June. In fome places the cat* 
tie are fed with falted fifli. 

Agriculture has been of late greatly meliorated, and the landed eftates are increafed 
within thefe lail fifty years near one third in value, a circumftance principally owing to 
the labours and encouragement of the patriotic fociety, which gives premiums for the 
beff improvements and inftruftiens in every part of farming. 

The fillterics, particularly on the weftera coaft, furaifh employment and wealth to 
the natives, and are the means of fupplying the beft feamen for manning the Danifh 
fleet in times of war. The principal fifli, which, dried Md falted, furnifli fo confidera* 
hie an article of exportation, are the cod, the ling, and the whiting : the livers, befides, 
yield train oil, and the fmalleff filh are given as winter fodder to the cattle. 

The herring fifhery is not fo profitable as formerly, as the ihoals, which ufed to fre> 
quent the coafts of Norway, in their progrefs from the North Pole, now keep at a 
great diftance from thefe fliores, and firft approach the rocks of Marftrand and Stroem- 
ilrand, vvhich has transferred to the Swedes the principal herring filhery in thefe parts, 
though ftill fufficient profit accrues to thofe enterprizing filhermen who venture fur- 
ther from the coalls. Salmon are taken partly in the bays, and partly in the rivers, as 
they afeend the ftream in fpring for the purpofe of Ipawning, and are cured by faking 
and fmoking. Mackerel might alio be caught in much larger quantities; bu( many of 
the Norwegians are prejudiced againft them, from a (Irange notion, that flioals of mac- 
kerel often attack and devour the human fpecies, when bathing in the fea. 

The extenfive forefls of Norway, which fumifli fuch riches to the proprietors, and fo 
much employment to the natives, are applied to feveral purpofes. i. For fpars, beams, 
and planks, which are exported in large quantities. 2. For charcoal, required for 
finelting ores, for the glafs furnaces, and other manufadlures. The wood ufed for this 
purpofe is ufually of an inferior fort, and chiefly in the inland parts, where the tranfpoit 
of planks is too expenfive. 3. For building, the greater part of the houfes in Nprway 
being conftrufted of wood ; for although there is plenty of ftone, yet the tranfpoit of 
the materials, and lime, are too expenfive for common ufe. 4. For the roads, which in 
the more northern parts, are almoff entirely formed with wood. 5, For turpditine, 
for which the oldeft trees are rooftly ufed. 6. For fencing and enclofing the fields, 
quickfet hedges being almoft unknown. The wood ufed for enclofiires is cUefly pine 

or 
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or fir, and muft be renewed every three or four years. 7. For fuel. 8. For manure, 
by the fame procefs of burning trees and manuring the foil with ths allies, which is prac> 
tiled in Sweden, and isfo deilruftive to the forefis. 

fiefides thefe general ufes, particular trees are beneficially employed for vatidus pur« 
pofes. The bark of the pine or firj and alfo of the elm, which is not common in Nor- 
way, is dried, ground, and mixed with meal, and is boiled up with other food for fwine, 
who thrive much upon it. The birch, which fiouriihes in thefe northern regions, is no 
lefs ferviceable. It is more generally ufed for fuel than any other wood. The outer 
bark, or the white rind, on account of its firranefs and fap, eafily efcapes putrefaftiou 
even in the dampeft places, and for this reafon is employed for covering the roofs of the 
houfes. ■ This mode of roofing occafions fuch a large confumption of the outward bark, 
-that the birch which are felled would not fupply a fufficient quantity} it is, therefore, 
not unufual to llrip off the outward bark while the tree is llanding, and if peeled with 
care, it always grows again. I'he inner bark of tlie blrrh is applied like the bark of 
oak for tanning hides, fifliing-ncts, and fills, which I* renders more durable. I'his 
tree alfo fupplies a kind of wine ; a hole is bored in the trunk, and the liquor difiils into 
a flalk placed underneath. The tree fuffers little damage, if the hole is immediately 
.clofed by a wooden peg. The twigs of the birch, as well as the elder and afpen, are 
given to horfes in fcarcity of fodder. A dccodion of oak leaves in beer is ufed by the 
peafants as a fomentation for the rheumatifm. 

The general exports are tallow, butter, fait, dried fifh, timber and planks, horfes and 
horned cattle, filver, alum, PrulHan blue, copper, of which the celebrated mine of Ro- 
ras yields annually to the value of 67,500!.; and iron, of which the moll produdive 
mine is near Arendal. 

Norway abounds in lakes and rivers, more than any country I ever vifited excepting 
Switzerland. It is remarkable for the number and beauty of the bap fringed with 
wood. Many of the lakes are fo large, that they appear like inlets of the fea, and the 
.bays fo finall, that they appear like lakes ; but I am anticipating my journal. 


^Chap. IL^FredericJhaJl.—Fertre/s of Frederiesfein.-^Obfervatiop.' 0: th Death 
Charles the Twelfth. — TiJledaU'—FrcdericsJiadt. — Chrtjiiana, 

SEPTEMBER 4. • Norway is feparated from Sweden by^ the bay of Swinefund, 
which in this part forms a firait between the perpendicular rocks, fo narrow as to bear 
-the appearance of a river, yet fo deep as to admit ihips of the grcatell burden. On the 
Swedilh fide our paflports were examined by a cuftom-houfe officer ; and on the oppo- 
fite Ihore, our baggage was ffigbtly mfpefled by a Danilh officer, who dwells in a com* 
fortable houfe overhanging the edge of the water. 

In a few. miles we reached Fredericlhall, the frontier town of Norway, ftanding on the 
extremity of the Swinefuftd, at the mouth of the river Tifte. The principal commerce 
of the town.confifts in the exportation of planks to England. The wood is floated 
down the Tifte fometiroes above one hundred Englilh miles, from the interior parts of 
the country, and fawed here ; for which purpofe thirty-fix faw-mills are eredied on the 
banks of the riv^, which forms a feries 01 cataraRs. 

The hiirbour is lafe and commodious ; but the large quantity of faw-duft from the 
different faw-mills chdaks the river up in many parts, and occafions an annual expei^c^ 
for clearing. The port poffeffes a few immunities ; goods landed for exportation pay 
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no duty, nnlefe opened for home confumption, and then are charged \rith the ufual inv 
pods. 

The town d>ntains three thoufand inhabitants ; the ftreets are airy ; the houfes are 
built of wood painted red, and a few white. 

On*the fummit of an almoft perpendicular rock, which overhangs the town, Hands 
the Itrong and hitherto impregnable fortre& of Frcdericsllein, rendered memorable by 
the death of the northern lion, as Charles the Twelfth is fometimes emphatically (tyled. 
The fpot where he was killed, which was once marked by a pillar ereded by the^King 
of Denmark, but pulled down at the requed of the King of Sweden, is at the extremity 
of the Governor's garden, at the bottom of the deep rock, on which Hands the fort of 
Gullenlowe. It was to me particularly intereding ; for it convinced me that a fmall 
'ball might have reached Charles, the didance from the neared badion being not more 
than dve or dx hundred yards. Nor could I avoid remarking, that Motraye's plan of 
Frederiesdeinand the adjacent batteries is in many parts extremely defective ; and from 
the bed information that I have collected, both his and Voltaire’s account of the King’s 
death, and particularly of the wound which occafioned it, are very inaccurate. 

But in order to obtain farther and more complete information concerning the pro* 
bable caufe of the death of Charles, 1 called on Benk Enkelfon of Tiliedal, a Norwegian, 
aged ninety>five, who was in his twenty>eighth year when he ferved as a gunner of 
the Daniih garrifon during the fiege of Frederiesdein. By means of a gentleman of 
Fredericfhall, who politely accompanied me to this old man’s houfe, and condefeended 
to be my interpreter, I procured the following intelligence ; which 1 fhall give to the 
reader, in quedion and anfwer, as I obtained it. 

Do you think that the King was (hot from the ramparts, or aifadinated by any of his 
own troops ? From the ramparts undoubtedly,-~~^\ax kind of (hot was fired againd the 
Swedid) trenches? All forts, and particularly fmall Jhot in cartouches from catmn.*^ 
Could the King, in the place where he was, be reached by a fmall (hot ? Tes, very 
eafily ; as a fmall Jbot could take ^e6l at twice the eSfanee.—Were many foldiers killed 
near him? Very many ; they fell about him like Jlraw, in fuch numbers that they were bu- 
Tied on the fpot. The place was alfo fo much expo/cd to the fire from the ramparts, that the 
Swedes could not venture to work' in the trenches by day, but only by -From what 

fortrefs do you think Charles received his death : from Oberberg, or from the citadel ? 
Certainly from the batteries of the citadel, which bore upon the place, and not frm Oberberg, 
from which it was defended by an intervening hill. I then ferved in the fortrefs of Oberberg ; 
and we did not that night fire a Jingle Jhot from thence •. 

From this drcumdantial evidence, given by a perfon who ferved in the garrifon of 
Frederiesdrin at the time of the fiege, and who had no pre^dices or intered to bias or 
mifiead him, joined to my own obfervations on the fpot, 1 am ccmvinced that Charles 
might have been eafily reached by a fmall ball from the ramparts of the citadel j and 
that the confident affertions of thofe peifons who pretend that he could not be touched 
by a mulket*ball, are totally groundl^. 

The quedion, therefore, m regard to the death of Charles, {s now reduced to a (hoit 
compaft; and all the vague anecdotes and uncertain conje^res, which, without any 
fbundatkuh attribute his dearii to aflaifination, can weigh aothhig agaiidl pofitive 
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Enkelfon defcribed Charles as tall and thin ; his hair (hort, thick, and curling, widi 
an animated countenance. He ihewed ua a wooden chair, in which Charles was fitdng 
when he was (hot. The old naan recolieded to have feen the King thfiee times, once 
in particular in Frcdericfliall. Sitting at the window of a houfe inhadtited by one of 
the magiftrates, he obferved Charles in the oppbfite houfe. While the batteries from 
the citadel were firing heavily at the enemy’s trenches, a young woman, who was looL> 
ing at the King from one of the windows of the magifirate’s traufe, chanced to drop a 
ling }nto the ftreet. Charles taking notice of her, faid, ** Madam, do the guns of this 
place always make fuch an uproar?” ** Never,” returned the girl, ** but when we are 
honoured with fuch illuftrious vifitors as Your Majefiy.” The King was much pleafed 
with the anfwer, and ordered one of his foldiers to take up the ring and return it. 

The village of Tiftedal is fituatcd three miles from Fnidericftan, on a beautifiil cata> 
rad of the Tifte, which precipitates itfelf in continued but irregular falls, and tarns fe* 
veral faw«mills that form pidurefi^ue objeds, as they impend over the torrent. Above 
the village is a villa called Vake, from which we commanded a delightful profped. To- 
wards the inland parts, a fmall lake beautifully fringed with pafture and wood ; below, 
the Tide forming a feries of caurads, then winding through a fmail valley and between 
two ridges of rocks, ihaded with pines and underwood ; the bay of the fea fprinlded 
with rocky ifiands ; the town of Fredericfhall and its caftle towering on the fummit of n 
perpendicular rock cbfing the view. 

Fiedericsftadt, diftant from Fredericfhall four Norw^an, or nearly twenty«6x Eng. 
lifh miles, (lands on the river Glomme, is the moil regular fortrefs in this part Nor« 
way, and contrins an arfenal amply fupplied with anas for the miUda, in cs^e of a nip* 
ture with Sweden. It was built in 1 567, by Frederic the Second, ftrengthened by Fre* 
deric the Third, and fince gradually enlarged and fortified accordmg to the inodei|i 
fyflem. The ramparts inclofe a circumference of three quarters of Ha mi(e, and the 
population of the town, including the two fuburbs, amounts to no more than eight hun* 
dred fouls. A few years ago, the town was consumed by fire, and the houfes are 
xnoflly new. Clofe to Fredencsfl^t is the new fortrefs of Kongfteen, on a rocky emi- 
nence, capable of containing a garrifon of three hundred men { feveral convifls are here 
condemned to hard labour. The greatefl offenders have an iron cap, chaina round 
their arms, legs, and bodies; the chains round thrir arms are rivetted to a wheel-bar* 
row, which is never loofened. The inhabitants export planks, and a few fmall mafts. 
The principal commerce is carried on by Meflrs. Ankers and Holt, of Chrifiiana. 

, The Glomme is the laigeft river in this part of Norway, but not navigable in any 
part of its courfe from the lake Miofs to Frederiesftadt, the flream being interrupted 
by fuch frequent catara6s and fhoals, as in fome places render it neceflary to drag the 
trees, wluch are floated down, over the ground. At lead fifty thoufimd trees are an- 
nually floated to Frederiesftadt. 

September 6. We ferried over the Glomme at the gates of the town, and continued 
our journey, anxious to reach Chriftiana. The country is in general extremely fertile 
and agreeable, rifes in gentle hills, ami though rocky in many parts, is covered with a 
rich 1^ producing abidance of coi^n, and clothed with forefts of firs and pines, inter- 
mixed with oak, beech, poplar, and mountain afii. The face of the country is prettily 
fprinkled with numerous lakes and rivulets, and thickly dotted with cottages, rudely 
though not unpleafantly fituated on rocky eminences in the inidft of the foreft. ' Thefe 
cottages are moftly cqvered with red tiles, and appeared larger and more commodioui 
than thofe we had Juft quitted in Sweden. They w«re fo fcattcred over the hills, that 
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we feldom obfenred a clufter of more than four or five ; (he chuxthes {landing almofl 
fingly, their fpires riiing above the furrounding trees, were pi£lurefque obje£ls. 

We flopped a (hort time at Mofs, to examine the ironworks belonging to Mr. Ber< 
nard Anker, of Chrifliana. The fituation of Mofs is exceedingly romahtic ; it is divided 
by a lively torrent, dafliing over a craggy bed, and ftands on the (hore of a beautiful 
bay, the riling banks adorned with fine hanging woods, a few villas, and numerous 
farm>houfc8. The iron-works, which principally fupport the place, were eflablifhed in 
1 705 ; for fome time the proprietors only manufaflured bar iron, grates, (loves, and 
iron utenfils; but lately they have call cannon, which are moflly exported to Copen- 
hagen. The works employ about one hundred and fifty men. 

We pafied the night at Skydjord, a fmall village in a mod delightful fituation, where 
we found an inn with comfortable accommodations, and two verv neat bed-chambers. 
As we approached Chrifliana, the country was more wild and hilly, but flill fertile and 
agreeable ; and at the diflance of two miles from the town, wc enjoyed, from the top 
of a mountain, as fine a view as I ever beheld. The grounds, laid out in rich inclofurcs, 
gradually doped to the fea; below appeared Chrifliana, lituated at the extremity of an 
extenfive and fertile vall^, forming a femicircular bend along the fhore of a beautiful 
bay, which being inclofed by hills, uplands, and forefls, had the appearance of a large 
lake. Behind, before, and around, the inland mountains of Norway rofe on hills co- 
vered with dark forefls of pines and fir, the inexhauftible riches of the north ; the mod 
didant fummits were capped with eternal fnow. From the glow of the atmofphere, the 
warmth of the weather, the variety of the produ£lions, and the mild beauties of the ad- 
jacent feenery, I could fcarcely believe that I was nearly in the 60th degree of northern 
latitude. We at length forced ourfelves from this enchanting fpot, enjoying, as wc gra- 
dually defeended, the feenes before us, and at mid-day reached Chridiana. 

Chrifliana is thirty Englifli miles from the open lea i the navigation of the bay is 
Ibrnfewhat difficult, but it is filfficiently deep for the larged veffels, having fix or feven 
fathom water clofe to the quay. 

Chridiana is edeemed the capital of Norway, becaufe it contains the fupremc court 
of juflice. It lies in latitude 59° 6 ' 37'^, and dands in a femicircular form on the north- 
ern extremity of the bay of Bioming, an inlet of the fea, forming the northern extre- 
mity of the gulf of Chridiana, whole rocky Ihores are overfpread with thick foreds. 
The town is divided into, 1. the city, and the three fuburbs of Waterlandt, Peterwigen, 
and Pierdingen ; a. the fortrefs of Aggerhuus ; and 3. the old town of Opfloe or An- 
floe. The city contains four hundred and eighteen houfes, the fuburbs fix hundred 
and eighty-two, Opfloe four hundred,' including the epifcopal palace * ; and the num- 
ber of inhabitants amount to about nine thoufand. The city formerly occupied the fite 
of Opfloe, and was rebuilt in its prefent fituation by Chriflian the Fourth, after a plan 
defigned by himfelf ; the dreets are carried in draight lines, and at right angles to each 
other, are uniformly forty feet broad, and very neat and clean. 

The Latin fchool, endowed in 1635 by Chriflian the Fourth, is governed by areSor 
crupper mader, a corre^or or under'mader, and three affidants; but contained, in 
1784, only thirty-feven fcholars. They are divided into fix claffes, and indru&ed in 
jAitin, Gredc, and Hebrew. A collection of fix thouland volumes, lately left to 
the town by Mr. Deichman, a native, will ferve to form the beginning of a public li- 
brary. 


* The bifbop of ChrifUua ii Metropolitan of Norway.' 
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The caftle of Aggerhuus, built on a rocky eminence on the weft fide of the bay, at a 
fmall diftance from the city, is a very ancient fortrefs, and was befieged, in 1310, by the 
Swedes, according to an infcription over the 'door of a brick tower. It was itreogthen- 
ed in 1633 by Chriftian the Fourth i and feveral other dates and infcriptions fhewed, 
that additional fortifications had been made by the fucceeding Kings of Denmark. This 
fortrefs is fmall but ftrong ; in peace the garrifon confifts of five hundred troops, but in 
war is augmented to one thoufand. Aggerhuus fuftained a fiege in 1717 from Charles 
the Twelfth in perfon, who occupied the dty and fuburbs, but was compelled, for want 
of provifion, to retire. The walls of many houfes in Chriftiana ftill bear marks of the 
balls fhot from the batteries againft Charles, as he rode daily through the Areets, with 
his ufualrafhnefs, to reconnoitre the ftate of the fortrefs. 

The governor of Aggerhuus is the chief governor of Norway. He prefides in the 
high court of juftice, called Overhojlet, which judges, in the laft refort, civil caufes below 
u certain value. In all caufes furpafling that value, an appeal lies to the fupreme court 
at Copenhagen. ' 

Chriftiana has an excellent harbour, and carries on a confiderable trade. The prin- 
cipal exports are tar, foap, iron, copper, planks, and deals ; allum manufactured at Mr. 
Cooper’s works for about 3000I. ; iron from the four works of Borum, Edfwold, Nar- 
kedahl, and Ondahlen, 14,000!.; copper from Foldahl, io,oooI. ; planks and deals, 
90,000!., principally to England,. 

The planks and deals are of fuperior eftimation to thofe fent from America, Ruflia, 
and from the different parts of the Baltic, becaufe the trees grow on the rocks, and are 
therefore fu’iner, more compaCt, and iefs liable to rot .than the others, which chiefly 
fhoot from a fandy or loamy foil. The planks are either red or white fir or pine. The 
red wood is produced from the Scotch fir, and the white wood, which is in fuch high 
eftimation, from the fpruce fir. This wood is the moft demanded, becaufe no country 
produces it in fuch quantities as this part of Norway. Each tree yields three pieces of 
timber, eleven or twelve feet in length, and is ufually fawed into three planks ; a tree 
generally requires feventy or eighty years growth before it arrives at the greateft per- 
fection. 

The environs of Chiiftiana not yielding fufficient planks for exportation, the greater 
part of the timber is hewn in the inland country, and floated down the rivers and cata- 
rads. Saw-mills are ufed for the piirpofe of cutting the planks, but muft be privi- 
leged, and can only cut a certrin quantity. The proprietors :||re bound to declare on 
oath, that they have not exceed that quantity ; and if they do, the privilege is taken 
away, and the faw-mill deftroyed. There are one hundred and thirty-fix privileged 
faw-mills at Chriftiana, of which one hundred belong to the family of Anker. The 
quantity of planks permitted to be cut, amounts to twenty million ftandard deals, twelve 
feet long, and one inch and a quarter thick. 

During our ftay at Chriftiana we received great dvilities from the Ankers, the richeft 
and moft commercial famil]^ in Norway. Mr.' Berq(pd Anker, who is a fellow of the 
Royal Society, fpeaks Englifb nearly as well as a nati^ poflefies an excellent houfe in 
Chriftiana, elegantly fumilhed in the Englifh tafte, and ofnamented with a good collec- 
tion of pidures, wmch he purchafed in Italy. He' lives in a ftyle magnificence, and 
recdves all travellers with unbounded hofpitality. He has an excellent library, a good 
apparatus of natural philofophy from England, and a curious colledion of the minerals 
and marbles of Norway. 

We accompani^ Mr. Anker to Wckeir, a neat villa belonging to his fiimUy, four 
miles from Chriftiana, which ftands plealwtly on the bay, and comnuinds many pic- 
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turefq«e views. The planks are (hipped dofe to the houfcb From thence Mr. Peter 
Anker drove in a low phaeton, drawn by two a&ive Norwegian ponies, to Bockftadt, 
a country>hdufe which he has jud built on the banks of 'a fmall but beautiful lake, four 
aniles from Vickery, in the midlt of an endlefs fored, and furraunded by mountains. 
He (hewed us his grounds, which are laid out pleadmtly, and carried us into' his kitchen* 
garden, which produces all kinds of vegetables, excellent cherries, pears, apples, apri* 
cots, currants, goofeberries, and in a favourable feafon tolerable peaches. He pointed 
out a fmall plantation the principal trees which are indigenous in Norway. I remark* 
ed the plane, afpin, a(h, mountain a(h, oak, elm, beech, birch alder, willows, and va* 
rious fpecies of pines and firs, which form the riches of thefe parts. 

Mr. Peter Anker has lately httroduced various fpecies of EngUlh hudandry ; parti- 
cularly he has fi>wa crops of clover, which fucceed well, and has lately cultivated tur- 
nips. 

Chap. III.— Si/vrr Mines tf Kongjber^ — - Cobalt Works of Fojfum. — Journey into the 

interior Parts of Norway. 

SEPTEMBER to. We quitted Chridiana with much regret, after having expreffed 
cor acknowledgment to Mr.Bernard Anker for his extreme politenefs and bofpitality. He 
alfo increafed our obligations by iketching ou^ a tour through the inland parts of Nor- 
way, and by giving us a circular letter, which we found a paflport of introdufUon, and 
a means of procuring accommodations and information. 

A little beyond Oiellebeck, the fecond pod.houfe from Chiidiana, we palTed, near 
the high road, a quarry of whitiih grey marble, which was opened to fupply the dones 
for the new church at Copenhagen, but is no longer worked. In the middle of the 
quarry Aands a marble column, ereded in. honour of the late King Frederic the Fifth, 
who vifited this fpot. The houfes, and even cottages, in the neighbouring villages, are 
ornamented with daircafes of this beautiful marble. 

From this quarry we afeended through forefis of {dnes and firs to the fummit called 
Paradifberg, or the Mountun of Paradife, fo denominated from the fine profpedf , but 
which, in my opinion, was inferior to that we enjoyed from the eminence overhanging 
Chridiana. The general features of this profpea are views of didant mountains rifing 
above mountsdns ; rich and extenfive forefis, and below a fertile valley watered by the 
Dramme, with the three towns of Braegnetz, Stromfoe, and Tanger, danding at fmall 
didances from each other at the bottom of fome rugged rocks, and on the margin of 
a bay. 

Thefe three towns are known by the general name of Dramme, becaufe they are fitu- 
ated on that river. Each has its own church and feparate jurifdidion. The inhabitants 
are indudrious, and carry on a confiderable trade. The principal exports are timber 
and planks ; the imports, chiefly com, and lead from England for fmelting the filver 
ore at Kongfbeig. * 

We changed horfes at Bragnetz, which lies on the fide of the river oppofite to 
Stromfoe and Tanger, and continued our route, coading the Dramme, through a de- 
lightful valley, extremely rich in com and padure, fo thickly peopled, that every fifty 
yards we obferved a cottage, andi for feveral miles together feemed to pafs through a 
condnued village. The (loping declivities which bound this vale are fo thickly covered 
with trees, that at fome diuance they appeared as if clad with he^age. The inhabi- 
tants of this pleafant didrid chiefly derive their fuAenance from the nanfport of corn 
and merchandize to Kongiberg, and in carrying back the filver coined at the mint of 
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plaf*. Havlog ferried over the Drannne at Hogs-fund, we i}uitte 4 this fmiling 
valley, and padSng among hills and rocks, and over ftohy roads, did not, till the da(k 
of the evening, reach Konglberg, celebrated for its filver mines, the produce of which 
has been confiderably exaggerated by molt of the travellers who have publilhed on 
fubjed. 

Kon^erg llretches on both fides the river Lowe, which, in its courfe through the 
town^ falls in a feries of fmall but pifturefque catarafts over the bare rocks. The crags 
which border the town are in fome parts naked, in others clothed with wood, and inter- 
mixed occafionally with dips of corn and palture ; but although there are a few* agree- 
able and fertile fpots, yet the prominent features pf the circumjacent feenery are rugged- 
nefs and horror. Konglberg contains about one tboi^and houfes, including the miners, 
and lix thoufand inhabitants. We were accompanied to the mines, which lie two miles 
from the town, by a merchant who fpoke ^glilh, and obligingly ferved as our in- 
terpreter. 

Thefe mines were difeovered and opened during the reign of Chrillian IV. Six-and- 
thirty mines are now working ; the deepeft, called Segen-Gottes in der North, is fix 
hundred and fifty-two feet perpendicular. The matrix of the ore is the faxum of Lin- 
nsus ; the filver is extra&ed according to the ufual procefs, either by fmelting the ore 
with lead, or by pounding. Pure filver is occafionally found in final! grains and in 
fmail pieces of difiFerent fixes, feldom weighing more than four or five pounds. Some^* 
times, indeed, but extremely rare, mafies of a confiderable bulk have been difeovered, 
and one in particular which weighed 409 marks, and was worth 3000 rix-dollars(6ool.)> 
this piece is Hill preferved in the cabinet of curiofities at Copenhagen. 

Formerly thefe mines produced annually 70,000!. ; and in 1769, even 79,000!. ; at 
prefent th^ yield only from 50,eool. to 54,000!. Above 4,000 men were necelTaiy 
for working the mines, fmelting and preparing the ore ; but a few years agOj two 
thoufand four hundred miners were removed to the cobalt works lately eftablilhed at 
FolTum, and to other mines, which has reduced the number to two thouliuid five hun- 
dred. By thefe and other reductions, the expence, before eftimated at 5,760!. per 
month, amounts to only 4,400!, or about 52,800!. per annum. Yet even with this di- 
minution the expences generally equal, and fomedmes exceed the profits. 

Government, therefore, draws no other advantage from thefe mines, than by giving, 
employment to many perfoxis, who would be otherwife incapable of grimng their liveli. 
hood, and by receiving a certain quantity of fpecie, which is much wanted in the ex- 
haultcd ftate of the l)anilh finances. For fuch is the deficiency of i^cie, that even at 
Konglberg itfelf, change for a bank note is with difficulty obtained ; the miners are paid 
in fmall notes, and the whole expences defrayed in paper currency. The value of 
13,000 rix-doilars, or a,6oo in block-filver, is annually fent to Copenhagen y the re- 
mainder of the ore is coined here, and transferred to Copenhagen. The largeft piece 
of money now (truck at Konglberg is only eight (killings, or four-pence.^ 

September 1 1. Havmg* fatisfied our curiofity, we depiarted from Konglberg in the af- 
ternoon, and direded our courff to the cobalt works at FoiTum. We returned to Hogs- 
fund t but inftead of ferrying over the Dramme, coafted the^iver for a little way, then: 
turned into fo rugged a road with fiich ^p ruts, that vm narrowly efcaped being over- 
turned, and did not arrive at die place of our deftination till pail midnight. We pre- 
vioufly fent forward a pmfant to order beds, expeding to find an inn, or at lead; a cot- 
tage, wfaereb we mij^t paft the night. To our extreme difappointment, howevek^ we 
learned that Foffiim contmiicd cttdy two or three villages, confifting of fcactered cot- 
tages, and that the place we ftoppra at contained only the houfe of the inipeClxn of tins 
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cri>alt works* As it was extremely dark and cold, and at fome diftance from any houfe 
where we could be accommodated, and more particularly as the roads we jud paifed 
had proved fo dangerous, we ventured to knock at the infpeflor’s door, and requed ad- 
mittance for two £nglidi travellers who were benighted. . The family being in bed, we 
were for a Ihort time in anxious expeftation for the anfwer ; and no knight-errant was 
ever more agreeably flicltered from darknefe, wind, and weather, than we were, on being 
admitted over the hofpitable thrediold. 

The next morning a good breakfad being fpread for us, and compliments 
delivered from our hod and hodefs, with an invitation to pafs the day with them, an. 
nounced their attention and civility. We now found that the name of this parti, 
cular houfe was FoiTum/ and a colleAion of fmall adjacent cottages was denominated 
Modum. 

' The gentleman, who kindly received us at fo undue an hour, and without previous 
acquaintance, was Mr. Borndein, a native of Germany, lately appointed infpedor of the 
cobalt works. Having paid our refpefls to our hod and his amiable wife, whufe po. 
litenefs.we fhall ever recoiled- with gratitude, we drolled about the grounds, and ad- 
mired the fituation of the houfe, placed near the rivulet Simora, in the midd of a de- 
lightful valley, fertile in padure and com, hemp and flax, and bordered by high rocks 
richly clothed with wood. 

The infpedor himfelf politely accompanied us to the works : we had an opportunity 
of obferving the whole procefs, from the fird calcination of the ore to its final redudion 
into the powder-blue, and were furprifed to find that it pafied through two hundred and 
feventy hands. 

The mine was difeovered about eight years ago on the fummit of a rocky mountain, 
near Skutered, a fmall village a few miles from FofTum, where the works are. edablilhed 
on account of the numerous water-falls which are necefiary for turning the mills. A 
mile from the mine has been lately found a vein of the mod beautiful quartz ; a fortu- 
nate difeovery, as quartz is necefiary to mix with the cobait-ore, in order to obtain the 
powder-blue. The ore being calcined, reduced to powder, and refined, yields the blue 
powder fo much ufed. 

The fabric employs thirty-fix men, and the mines three hundred and twenty. In 
1783, fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred weight was obtained, which fold, according 
to its finenefs, from 2I. los. to 1 al. the hundred weight, and yielded io,oool. The ex- 
pences in that year amounted to 12, cool, becaufe the numerous buildings and ma- 
' chines necelTary for carrying on the works were Hill conftru£iing. When thefe are fi- 
nifhed, the expences will not exceed 4000I. and the infpedor aflured me, that he fhould 
then be able to make double the quantity that he can at prefent. Therefore the clear 
grin to the crown will fcarcely fall fhort of i6,oool. per annum. The difeovery of this 
mine is a great acquifition to Denmark, as befides giving employment to many hands, 
it prevents the io^rtation of piowder-blue. 

Six miles from Fofium, we ftopped at the fmall village of* Skutered, and afeended 
the mountain, on the fummit of which are the mines of cobalt. There are two mines, 
. called the north and fouth, each with four pits or openings; the deeped is no more than 
fourteen fathom, becaufe the ore is ftlll in great plenty near the furrace. It is found in 
■veins, and blown up with gunpowder. In our way we pafled the fine mine of quartz, 
which fupplies the cobalt works, fo neceflary, becaufe twelve )>arts of quartz are mixed 
wittf one of cobalt, to produce the Pruffian blue. The quartz is as wlute as alaballer, 
•and contains laige.vdns of marien glafs, or Ruffian talc, which in fome countries is ufed 
windows. 8t 
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•The profpe£l from. the fummit commands a hilly country, and a diftant plain covered 
in many part? with rich forefts, watered by feveral ftreams, and by a large lake, whiclv 
divides info three great branches, Tyrifiord, Holefiord, and Helesfiord ; the banks are 
beautifully covered with fields of corn and pafture, and chequered with wood. Being- 
prevented from enjoying this delightful view by the dulk of the evening, we defeended 
into the plain, croffed the Snarum upon two rafts, made of whole trees laflied to- 
gether, and came to Oulberg, where we found comfortable accommodations in a pea- 
fant’s cottage. 

The next morning we continued cur journey through a mofl agreeably diverfified 
country, fbmetimes through extenfive forefts of pine and fir, interfperfed with other 
trees, fometimes crofting the fields along a more open and fertile diftrift, till we reached 
Skerendal, a fmall village in the valley of Skeere, (0 called from a rivulet which falls into 
the lake Tyri. 

The peafant, who ferved as poftillion, conduced us to a clean and comfortable houfe, 
clofe to a faw-mill, and the maid inftantly fet before us fome coftee, cream, bread, and 
butter. Having taken refrelhment, we' demanded what we had to pay ? “ Nothing,” 
replied the fervant ; and on exprefting furprife, as we took the houfe for an inn, Ihe 
added, her mafter was owner of the faw-mill ; he was then abfent, or would have been 
proud to receive us ; he left conftant orders to admit travellers, and furnilh them with 
every thing they demanded, without accepting the leaft gratuity ; and if we would ftay 
and dine there, it would be adding to the obligation we had already conferred by accept- 
ing their fcanty fare. 

After exprefting our acknowledgments for this inftance of difmterefted hofpitality, 
we embarked in a fmall boat, and rowed acrofs the lake Tyri, which made the principal 
feature in the profpeds we lately enjoyed. This beautiful piece of water is twenty-five 
miles in circumference, including bays and creeks 5 the fliores are gentle eminences 
richly variegated with fertile meadows, corn-fields and hanging-forefts, and backed by 
lofty mountains towering above each other. Having rowed acrofs the lake, we landed 
near Hole, a fmall village in the diftrifl; of Ringerike, dcfervedly efteemed.the moft 
fertile part of Norway. 

From Hole, we continued our journey through a rich plain, . the narrow roads wind- 
ing between corn-fields and inclofures of pafture, and changed horfes at Steen, near the 
pifturefque ruins of a church feated on a gentle eminence. Steen contains a few remains 
of ramparts, which prove it to have been a place of fome importance. At a little dif- 
tance we noticed a mound of earth or barrow, called by the natives the tomb of Hal- 
den the Black, King of Norway, and a little further palled the church of Norderhug, 
famous for a battle between the Swedes and Norwegians. We foon quitted the rich 
plain, and penetrating into a hilly country, found the roads fo exceedingly ftony and 
fteep as to require the utraoft caution j particularly as the horfes in thefe parts are ex- 
ceedingly aftive and lively. 

At Setran we again changed horfes, atid while they were getting ready, made our re- 
paft in a peafant’s cottage, containing a room with two beds, whitfh for cleannefs and 
neatnefs would have done credit to a gentleman’s houfe. In the room I obferved a print 
of the unfortunate Struenfee in prifon, tormented by the devil ; thefe prints were circu- 
lated and eagerly purchafed by the common people at tlie time of his fall. 

From Setran we pafled through a valley, enriched by a fine waterfall, detached farms, 
churches, clumps' of trees, difperfed among the corn-fields and meadows ; a river glid- 
ing along, and heightening by its tranfparency and murmurs the charms of this delight- 
ful landfcape. As we were admiring t^ beauties of this ever-chattging feenery evening 
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came on, and I was fuddenly llruck with a phscnomenon, which never occurred to me 
except in Switzerland, and which 1 at firfl miiiook for a. meteor. It was a gleam of the 
luting Ain, illuminating the Aiow>capped fummitsof the<li(iant mountains, and appear- 
ing like a flame of Are Ikirting the diflant horizon. The air was clear, the ftars (hone 
uncommonly bright, and feemed nearer to the eye than I had ever obferved them before, 
except on the Swifs alps. 

We took up our abode during the night at Van, a village feated on an eminence, 
a|^d overlooking the Rands-Sion, a lake near fifty miles long, and fcarcely more than 
two miles broad, embofomed in the mountains ; the floping banks fringed with wood, 
and chequered with fcattered cottages. The next morning we ferried over the lake, and 
coafied it about fix miles, the road afeending and defeending the precipices wdiich over- 
hang the water. We afterwards rowed over feveral fmaller lakes, which I'upply ftreams 
that fall into the Rands-Sion. 1 obferved much peafe atrd fotne corn /till Handing, which 
the peafants were cutting, and feveral ftnall patches of hops ; goats were browfing on 
the fides of the rocks, and flocks of Ihoep pafturing in the vallies, among which many 
were black. 

In thefe parts the price of a milch cow is from feven to nine rix-dollars, (rl. 8 s. to 
il. i 6 s.) and in winter, when fodder is fcarce and dear, one may be purchafed for i 6 s. 
We met during this day’s journey numerous bullocks and horfes driving for fale to 
Chrifliana. The bullocks fell from al. to al. 8 s. per head ; and the horfes, which are 
from thirteen to fourteen hands high, and remarkably active and lively, from 4 I. to 81. 
a-piece. 

We next reached Gran or Granewolden, (landing on an eminence in the midft of 
an extenfive plain, looking down on feveral cdnical rocks, covered with firs, and re- 
* markable for two churches in the fame church-yard, called the Two Sillers. Thefe 
buildings feem of the fame date, and at a fmall difiance nearly refeinble each other ; 
one K built of (lone, the other white-walhed. In one, dedicated to the Virgin, divine 
'fervice is performed only in Lent; in the other, facred to St. Nicholas, during the re- 
mainder of the year. 1 could not learn by .whom, or at what period, thefe twin churches 
were confirufled. ' . ' 

The ftony roads having (battered the wheels of my cart, we (lopped to repair it at 
Dahlin, near the northern extremity of the Rands-Sion, backed by a well cultivated and 
well-inhabited mountain. This part of Norway is greatly infefted with bears and wolves. 
The bears do much harm, not only killing cattle, but deftroying corn : the inftances are 
very rare, which induce them to attack the human fpccies. The (hepherds are ufually 
followed by large dogs of the Newfoundland fpecies, armed with collars of iron fpikes, 
to preferve them againfi the wolves, who frequently attack them, and endeavour to feize 
them by the neck. The bears ufually fly from them. 

The roada of Norway had hitherto 'appeared to us, long ufed to the Swedilh roads^ 
exceedingly rugged, and fcarcely palTable witb carriages, and both my companion and I 
had been occafionally overturned ; but that we now palTed over mount Kiolway was fo 
execrable, that the others were in comparifon fuper-excellent. 1 much quefiion indeed 
if any cart had ever pafled before we ventured to traverfe it. We afeended four Engliflr 
miles, and then defeended about the fame difiance, and were obliged to difmount and 
fupport our carriages, in order .to prevent them from overfetting, which, notwithftand- 
ing all our precautions, occafionally happened. During the firft part of the way we 
paiTed a few cottages ; but further on all was wild and defolate, rocks clothed with pined 
and firs, a dreary but fublime feenery, commanding from the fumni/^ a moft extenfive 
profpeft i to the fouth of the delightful country we had tiraverfed in odr way to Dahlin, 
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the Rands-Sion appearing like a broad river winding among the gloqpiy rocks ; to the 
north, hills piled upon hills, and mountains towering above mountains the fnowy Alps 
of Norway clofing the majeflic view. . . , , . 

At the bottom of the defeent we croffed a lively rivulet called Ana, came to a lake of 
the fame name, and took up our lodging?; at the village of 'I’iterud, niolt delightfully 
fituated oh the banks of afmall but beautiful lake, forming the calmeft andlovclieit re- 
treat I ever beheld. In this ftiqueftered fpot, we found, befides the rooms appropriated 
to the family, two neat bed-chambers for ourfelvcs, met with excellent tea and fugari 
butter and cream, and fupped on a fine trout, weighing fix pounds, with which lifli the 

lake abounds. ... . , • r . 

September 14. At Titerud, we quitted the mountains, and travel Jea a gently waving. 

country, as fertile and pleafing as the diflriO: of Ringerike, well cultivated and weJlpeo- 
pled, the roads vrinding through the fields like garden walks ; we changed horfes at 
Ouickftand and Lund, and palfing through a lawn planted by the hand of nature, which 
Inul .the appearance of a park, reached the banks of the lake Miols. 

This lake extends from north to fouth, is eighty Englilh miles in circumference; and 
is in general from twelve to eighteen in breadth. It is divided by a large peninfula, and 
contains one ifland ten miles in circumference, fertile in corn, paRure, and wood, and 
jpririklc’d with feveral farm-houfes. 

I'he lake on the fide where we embarked is bounded by bleak hills, embrowned with 
thick groves of pine and fir, whofe gloomy afpelR reminded me, that we were in the 
0 ?d degree of northern latitude, and continued on the oppofite fide with banks gently 
riling from the margin of the water, enriched with fields of corn and pafture, and re- 
fembiimr the fertile diltricts of a more fouthern climate, the whole exhibiting a rugged 
perfpedlvc, and piaurefque wildnefs on one fide, and on the other the cultivated beau. 

ties of a milder atmofphere. , - ri.. 

W%rowed between the ifland and the penmfula, on the extremity of which ftands 
Nafs, a fmall but neat village, and in two hours landed at Hammer, now a gentleman’s 
feat, formerly a large town containing near two thoufand inhabitants. The fite of this 
once flourifliing place can now be only traced by fome parts of the old walls, heaps of 
rubbifh, and the pidurefque remains of a large cathedral, confifting of four Gothic 
arches, which ftand on an eminence overlooking the lake. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we reimbarked, rowed about five miles to afmall vil- 
lace landed, and walked to Giellum. Here we procured horfes, and continued our 
iourney through a lefs peopled diftrid thickly ftrewn with forefts, and ferried over the 
Glomme about as broad as the Thames at Henley. This river reedves the Worme, 
which iffues from the lake Miofs. We had frequent views of the Glomme, which pre- 
fenied a broad furface, fometimes watering pleafant vallies, fomedmes interrupted by 
faiid-banks, over which it frequently Ihifts its courfe, fometimes winding between rocky 
cliffs,* and precipitating itfelf in frequent catarafts. 

Being now in the fixtyJecond degree of northern latitude, and in a mountainous 
country, we had already experienced the approach of winter. On the 14th of Septem. 
ber it Inowed ; on the fifteenth was a fevere hoar-froft, and thefurfece of feveral ponds 
and ftagnant waters were frozen to the thicknefs of half-a-crown. It Was, however, 
clear and funny, like a fine day in November 5 but this rooming, September 17, it is 
as cold and fevere as the beginning of January in England. The pines and firs are lb 
thickly covered with hoar-froft as to bear the appearance of being fprinkled with Ihow ; 
and the foreft trees hive changed their leavis in the fpace of one night. 
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This morning having agiun ferried over the Glomme, here as deep and about as broad' 
as the Thames at Putney, we reached Kongfwinger, a ftrong fortrefs on the frontiers of 
Norway, fituated on a fteep rock, and deemed impregnable. Charles the Twelfth re- 
connoitred it, but found the pofition fo ftrong, that even he thought it prudent to de- 
cline the attack. It was built at different intervals; the moft ancient part was probably 
conftrufted above four hundred years ago, and the fortrefs has been gradually enlarged, 
particularly by' Chriftian the Fifth and Frederic the Fourth. Some recent fortifications 
render it a regular fortrefs with eight baftions. In time of war it requires a garrifon pF 
one thoufand men ; the prefent compliment confifts only of one hundred and twenty. 
Some eminences on the other fide of the river command the fortrefs, and would be the 
only means by which the works could be attacked with any profped of fuccefs ; but, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the officer who accompanied us, thefe heights are fo extremely 
fteep and rugged, that it would be almoft impradicable to draw to their fummits large 
pieces of artillery of a fize fufficient to batter the walls. 

From the windows of the fortrefs, we commanded a fine view of the Glomme, 
winding at the foot of a ridge of hills, clothed with trees, and chequered with fields 
of corn and pafture ; the fmall lake Wingen forming a beautiful feature in the varie- 
gated landfcape. 
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TRAVELS IN SJVEDEN: 

By M; PORTIA*; 


preface of the author. 

THE kingdom of Sweden, a defcription of which is given in this volume, is, on 
many accounts, a country of great intereft : it prefcnts indeed few beauties to the curi- 
ous eye of a lover of the arts ; nature there difpenfes her bounty with a niggard hand. 
Mid the fouthern provinces alone fupport their inhabitants without a fupply from abroad. 

But what places Sweden on a level with the great ftates of Europe is its laws, its 
government, and the energy of its inhabitants. The loyalty of the peafai^y of Swe- 
den ranks them much above other people. Unfortunately this valuable recommenda- 
tion is daily on the decline ; general corruption has overfpread the great towns, and 
contagion is but too vifible in thofe parts of the kingdom moft frequented by ftrangers. 
The inhabitants of the northern provinces, with thofe of the mountains in the other pro- 
vinces, alone preferve, in all its purity, the charafter of their forefathers. ' Notwith- 
ftanding the degeneracy, however, which has in feme inffances taken place, the Swe* 
difli peafanty even as he is, is (till the moll eftimable of any in Europe ; at lead of thofe 
with which we are acquainted. 

This volume was (for the moft part) printed in 1793 •; circumftances, which the - 
reader will without difficulty divine by reference to that epoch,, obliged us to difeonti- 
nue the work, and wait a more fevourable inftant for its continuation. To the fame 
caufe is to be attributed the great number of typographical errors that occur: luckily, 
to our fatisfaftion, they are all of them eafy to be correfted by the reader. 

We lhall obferve that the different pieces with which we have been favoured, that 
is to fay, the differtation on the Atlantica of Rudbeck ; the letters of the King’s mur- 
derers, and ail that regards their trial ; the relation of the death of Charles Xll. &c. 
are inferted exaftly as we received them, not allowing ourfelves the liberty of making 
even fuch correction as certain paffages appeared to require. 

Modem Works on Sweden, 

Memoires fur la Suede^ by Cantzler. 2 vols. A work of merit ; the fruit of the 
xnoft laborious refearch. The tables are of the greateft fervice : they are getting, old, 
but the path is laid down; and, in our opinion, a Swede who Ihould continue the work 
on the fame plan, might with little difficulty do material fervice to his country. 

An hijlorical Abridgement tf the prefent State of Sweden, a vols. tamo. London, 
1748. It treats of the interval, between 1680 and 1743 ; very concife, not always cor« 
red, and of but fmall efteem. . 

* Tranilated from the French of Voyage de deux Frangait en Jllema<mt^Ddnemarti, Suede, Rujie, et Po- 
Fait rn 1790— 179a. Faria, 1796. 5 vola. 8 to. 
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TnMcaude la Suede, byCatteau. avcxls. This % a. rapid iketch, very well written. 

yjhregc de rhifioire de Suede, par Lagerbri«g. i vol. We know not why an 
abridgement was given in. the tranflation, rather than the work at lai^: the latter 
inight have been ufoful, whereas by the manner in whkb the fucceflion of events is con- 
tracted ill the abridgement, it is gootl for nothing. » 

Anecdotii^of the Court of Sweden, 1789. i yol. This work treats of fuch individu- 
als alone as were then in exiitence. The refemblances are good and the relations juft ; 
the work however is lefs pleafmg than one would expert, arifmg.poflibly from its fpeak- 
ing w-ll of all. 

Travel fin Sweden by a Dutch Officer "M. Dreven). 1 vol. in 8vo. J789. This 
work is full of errors and inaccuracies : from a number of pafl'ages one is induced to 
imagine that the author wrote from memory ; for what he delcribes exifts, yet frequent- 
’ ly far from the fpot he meutioiis ; and fomctiines he has feen things feen by no one 
elfe. 

In our firft volume we fpoke of works treating of the ftates of the North. Our 
readers will perceive that we have left a number of articles as they were compofed in 
1791, before the death of Gujlavus ///. of glorious memory. 


.ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 

Throughout the work the meafures, weights, aind money, are Swedilli, except 
where otherwife deferibed ; with the value ofthefe the reader may make himfelf ac- 
quainted by reference to Chapter XIX, in whicli it is given, in Englifh mcalures, 
weight, and money, as well as in French. 


TRAVELS OF TWO FRENCHMEN IN THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 

Chap. \.^Entrance into Sweden. — Neceffdry Precatttions for ihofe who travel in that 
Kingdom.’^Helfinburg. — 'I he Province of Scania. — Carlfcroon.~^Jts Naval- Atfenal.-— 
Its Docks. ~ Road from Carlfcroon to Gottenburg through Smaland. — Gottenburgh. - Its 
• Hofpital -^Trade— ’Herring fifhery — and Cujioms. — The Landing of the Dams.-’^Aiar- 
Jlrand. 

IT frequently takes an hour to pafs the Sound ; we croffed it in two and thirty mi- 
nute's. The landing charges are, for a berlin, a rix-dollar; for a chariot, forty fkil- 
lings, which fum includes the vvhoie expence to the inn : you pay . alfo for every 
trunk, but however heavy your luggage the charge will feldom exceed 2 rix- dollars. 
In proportion to the facility and convehience of embarkation is the difficulty and dan- 
ger of unfhippiqg carriages, as there is neither jetty, quay, nor. crane, and nothing but. 
iome wretch^ wooden flairs, with heaps of ftones at the foot, which prevent the boat 
from reaching tlfeiii. The afqiearanee of the Damfh coaft is much more beautiful than 
that of Sweden. - 

The traveller muft take care to provide himfelf with (mall notes, as he will oftentimes 
find it difficult to procure change even for one of 1 2 Ikillinge, and efpedally if it be not a 
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bank note. We once were indited to the joint contribution of fix perfons, the poft- 
mafter inclufive, for eflEeSing this objeQ:. He will moreover require a quantity of fniall 
copper coin to give to the poftillrons for irhikeit, and for other trifling expences. Since 
the increafe of poftage in 1790 the price fbr each hprfe has been 8 (killings per mile • j 
they are low and ftrong, but accuftomed to draw none but light carriages ; fo that 
when the carriage is either heavy of itfelf, or much ladenj'lthey harnefs to k four or fix 
horfes ; the drink money for the poftilfions is a gratuity ; if you give them at each 
change of horfes a (killing and a half, they are very well latisfied ; you give befides one 
(killing to the holkar (the oilier who feeks and puts the horfes to the carriage). It is 
abiblutely requifite you (hould fend forward a courier five or fix hours before, you to 
order horfes, as they are not kept at the ppft-houfe, but about the neighbourhood; and 
fomelimcs at a great diflance. 'I’his precaution tiiay hoVever prove unnecelTary, provi- 
ded you travel with no more ihan’one or two horfes, fince in general you will find as 
many at the poft-houfe. 

You (hould travel with your own harnefs, the Swediih pofiilions ufing none but cords, 
which it is fometimes long before they can adjult, if you have many horfes, and which 
, frequently break. It will not be amifs as well to take a fervant with you, who may 
know how to drive, (or notwithftanding the roads be in general. excellent, there yet are 
certain parts' of them on which you would rather be driven by fome one in whom you 
might have confidence, than by a country lad who perhaps will never have drove aught 
before but Ids plough. Should you have a heavy carriage, apt to jirk forward, provided 
you have clogs to the wheels, we advife their being frequently ufed, although this mea- 
lure will not always prevent the poftillions from going at a full gallop. If you have no 
fervant to fend forward, you give a note, on which is expreifed the number of horfes 
you n quire, and the time at which you compute you (hall want them, which is carried 
by a countryman from poft to poll, to the fpot at 'which you mean to flop, which muft 
be exprefled on the note. For this you pay the expence of one horfe, and the trinkelt 
of the countryman, the fame as the poflillion : you may alfo fend by him fuch part of 
your luggage as you wifh to be difencumbered of. This in Ihort is the only mode of. 
tranfporting effects in Sweden,' public carriages being things unknown. No inflance 
has ever been a'dduced, notwithftanding the frequent change of the carriage by which 
it will have been conveyed, and its different condudors from every ftage, of-a box being 
ever loft, much lefs broke open ; nay it has happened, that when any have . come open 
from accident, the contents have nniformly arrived fafe, and without diminution, un- 
touched : this tribute of juftice is due to the Swediih peafantry, as it tends to exalt them 
much above that of every other country. At every poft.houfe the traveller, is prefent- 
ed with a dag book (day-book), in which he inferts his name and quality, whence he 
eomes,, whither going, the number of horfes he takes, and if he be fatisfied with the 
previous poftillion, &c. and every month this book is given to the Governor of the pro- 
vince. 

It is abfolutely requifite you fliould carry provifion with you. Frequently do you go 
ten or twenty miles f without finding any thing but milk, wretched beer, brandy, and 
bread baked fome months before } this is the cafe even in fome towns, but certainly not 
all. Of lodging you are conftantly fecure, every poft-houfe, without exception, being 

Formerly the price was 4 fkillingi; during the war it was doirbled. We are not iriformed whether 
or IK) it has been reduced as it ought to be, and as the peafantry have reqiiefted ; who peicei/C that there 
.islefb travelling fiuce, than there ufed to be before the augmentation. 

f The SwediQi milC| whuh is that ufed through the work; is fu Engtifli miles, anyd cths, 
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obliged to furnilli a feparate apartment with one or two beds for travellers. We found, 
indeed, at foine of the poft-houfes in the interior, that this law was but indifferently ob- 
ferved, yet fucli inftances were very rare. Provided with a fervant who may fpeak the 
Swcdifli language you will avoid much inconvenience. In Sweden you may travel with- 
out any apprehenfjon, in perfeft .fafety, either by night or day. Unlefs the froft be well 
fet in, efpecial care fhould be taken to prevent the poftiilions quitting the high road ; 
they are corifiantly difpofed to take the Ihorteft cut, to fave a quarter of a mile or Id’s, 
•driving over lakes not fufficiently frozen, or which begin to thaw. As thefe arc fre- 
■qucnily covered with fnow, you fometimes fink inf o, without perceiving, them. Accidents 
of this defeription are fo common in Sweden that the number of perlbns annually drown- 
ed thus by imprudence, is rated at two thoufand. 

• All the houfes out of the towns are built of wood, and this even in Sania, notwith- 
iianding the contrary alfertion of Le Voyageur Hollandais. Many confift of the ground- 
floor alone. A houfe of this defeription, of a good fize, cofts a hundred rix- dollars 
building. 

Helfinburg is an extremely fmall town, fuch as elfewherc would rank as a village ; it 
contains at mofl; but twelve hundred inhabitants. On arriving at the poll oflice at liel- 
•finburg, you fhew your paflport. They are not very firici; at the cuftom houfe ; if you 
give li note of 24 ikillings to the officer,, he will be fatisfiod without examining your 
trunks. 

From Helfinburg to Carlfcroon is twenty-three miles and a half. Chr'ijlianjladl is a 
-fmall town tolerably well fortified ; the King’s regiment is there in garrifon. In 1772 
■the revolution began in this town, owing to which. Colonel liellicius, who commanded 
there, obtained the name of * GuJiafaJIdold (Guflavus's fliield). Cbrijiianjladtvs.h'axow's, 
for its manufafture of gloves. As you leave the town you pafs over a raifed caufy 
of fome length, mads over the marlhes, which on this fide render the town difficult of 
accefs, from the facility with which they may be inundated. Carljham is a fmall town, 
badly paved, yet pretty regularly built of wood. You pafs the limits of Scania, which 
you will have traverfed, before you arrive at Nory, and enter Bleking. The divifion of 
the two provinces is denoted by two boundaries of granite, on which the arms of each 
are engraven, and by a fmall ftream which runs a few paces from the fpot. 

Scania is’the mildeft of all the provinces in Sweden, the horfes, oxen, and all ani- 
mals are larger and ftronger in this part than in any other. Many gentlemen pafs the 
Tummer, and fome live here all the year ; but a ridiculous pride diminilhes the pleafurc 
Avhich othervvife might be enjoyed from refiding in the province. The vifits of gentle- 
men are always vifits of ceremony, in which they are accompanied by a number of fer- 
vants, and horfes, that are all maintained by their hofl for fcveral days. After making 
•a tour in this manner, they return to their homes, and live in feclufion during jthe red 
of the year. Their nobility i-s fo ftrongly grafted on their minds that they pay no regard 
to women of the fecond clafs, even though they fliould be married to men of the high- 
•ed rank. The fea coad is extremely pleafant owing to the different profpeds it affords, 
.which are fuperior to thofe on the Ihores of Zeeland. Here is fituated the greater part 
of the houfes of the nobility ; yet along the high road w'e did not didinguilh a Angle 
one worthy of remark. On every fide, as you proceed, are blocks of granite laying on 
the ground, or in rocLs, and trees which have fplit the done in w'orking themfclves a 

* Kl li in Svvedifl), found like chi chi in Englillt ; Jhi as fehi, 
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paffage to the light. All thefe ftones afford ftrong ground for prefumption, that the fea 
at fome period overflowed this Ipot. The whole of this road is beautiful ; it conftantly 
winds, and frequently affords moft charming profpefts. In 1790, even at the clofe of 
December, there were no fledges ufed for loaded carriages, yet the road was not lefs 
excellent. This province contains mines of coal, alum manufadlorics, and yellow ara- 
‘ber ; but the fpots where they are found are at a diftance from the courfe of the road. 
At Rang, near to Skanor, in the fouthern part of the province, yellow amber is found 
in large pieces. Andraruni and Rafitmda adjoin each other on the road from Chriflan- 
ftadt to Yfladt (v/here you embark to go to Stralfund). At the former of thefe two 
places is a quarry and manufadory of alum j at the latter yellow amber is met with. 
At Bofcritp, near Lwtd, is a coal-mine. 

At a fliort diltance from the boundaries of Scania, on the road to Carlfcroon, there 
are many afeents and defeents, down which the peafants drive with great hardihood at a 
violent rate. You cannot be deceived as to diftance on the high roads in Sweden, there 
being pofts or ftones to mark it at every half and quarter of a mile. Villages in Bleh- 
wg are more numerous and large, but for the mod part make but a wretched appear- 
ance. In this quarter you fee a number of lone houfes fpread about the country, but 
very few of brick, as alferted by many travellers. 

Carlfcroon was a pretty well-built town before the fire which happened in 1790, 
when it contained from fourteen to fifteen thoufand inhabitants. At prefent it is almoft 
wholly ruined, not one houfe in eight remaining. The naval arfenals, being feparated by 
a wall from the town, were luckily prelerved j a high wind fpread the fire fo as to 
make it general, and almoft all the men who might have rendered afllftance were at 
fea on board the fleet ; add to which, (for what reafon is unknown,) there was in many 
houfes a quantity of gunpowder, the explofion of which confequently increafed the 
diforder inevitable on fuch an occafion. This town is fituated on an ifland, and built 
on the rock itfelf, which has rendered unneceflary the paving of many of its ftreets, 
but which at the fame time makes it very unpleafant, as well for thofe in carriages as 
fuch as go on foot. The port is an excellent one, defended by two forts, as well as by 
its pofition ; there is held the department of the royal navy. The old dock is cut out 
of the rock, and would certainly be worthy of notice, w'ere it not for the excellence of 
the new one, which is above all praife, and which the Romans at the height of their ce- 
lebrity would not have bluftied to acknowledge : it is compofed of thirty-one bafons, 
calculated to contain twenty fail of the line and eleven frigates j the bafons are cut in the 
folid rock, and are covered fo as to ftielter the veffels completely : only one of thefe ba- 
fons are completed ; fome of the reft arc however began, but it feems doubtful whe-.' 
thcr a work of fuch immenfity will ever be completed, the advantage of fuch an eftali- 
lifliment not being likely to compenfate its vaft expence ; for it does not yet appear evi- 
dent that veffels are better preferved by being under cover than expofed, or at leaft 
that their duration is likqly to be fo far prolonged as to make the difference counterba- 
lance thecoft of the undertaking. A foreigner travelling to Carlfcroon will find it ne- 
ceffary to write to fome correfpondent to procure him lodgings, . as otherwife he m'uft 
put up with fuch as the poft-houfe affords, which are wretched in extreme. Luckily the 
naval department, which cannot be removed, will fccure the fpeedy re-edification of the 
town. The fleet is very confpicuoufly difcernible as you pafs along a wooden bridge, 
on both fides of which are the Ihips of the line and frigates. We counted iixteen qf 
the former (their number being diminiflied by more than a third part in courfe of' the 
war). The frigates fuffered lefs. Independent of thefe, three or four a|e always ftation- 
cd at Gottenburg, and feveral at Sweaburg. 
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At Carlfcroon there are one thoufand four hundred and feventy-five marines, divided 
into twenty-nine companies, one of which confifts of feventy-five men, and thirty-two 
of fifty each, the drums and lifcs not included ; bcfides thefe, at Gottenburg there is a 
company of one'hundred men, and twelve thoufand failors regiftered for the grand fleet, 
who in peace time employ themfelves as they will. 1 heir allowance from the department 
is fix ftivers a day and two pounds of bread. Each vcflel takes on board ammunition fuf- 
cient for fixty brpadfides. 


State of the Swedifli Fleet in 1766. 


At Carlfcroon. 

At Stockholm. 

At Goiitiiburg. 

Ships of the line. 

1 of - 100 guns 

I cf - 96 

1 of - 84 

2 of - 74 

3 of - 70 

2 of - 66 

5 of - 64 

6 of - 60 

I of - 54 

1 of - JO 

^3 

Praarna or floating batteries. 

4 of 20 guns and 24 oars. 

Frigates. 

J of - 40 guns 

: 1 of - 36 

a of ^ " 30 

2 of ' - 24 

2 of • 18 

; 1 of - J2 

” i 

9 

Galliots. 

4 carrying a mortars and 2 fix- 
pounders. 

Tranfports. 

6 of large tonnage for mails and 
timber. 

1 4 fmaller ones. 

Galleys. 

12 of 44 oars, carrying 4 fix- 
pounders, and 1 of twenty- 
ft)ur pound on the poop. 

28 of 40 oars, arined in the fame 
manner. 

6 of 36, the large cannon, 
twflvC'pounders. 

4 of 32, do. 

4 of 28, do. 

54 

Praams. 

4 of 24 oars, and 24 large guns. 

1 of 24 oars, and 16 large guns. 

Advice boats. 

3 well armedp with 32 oars. 

Galliot. 

I armed with z large mortars and 
2 fix-pounders. 

Brigantine. 

i of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. 

Frigates. 

I of - 36 guns 

I of - 30 

I of • 24 

3 

Galleys. 

5 of 2 8 oars, 1 twelve-pounder, 
and 4 fix-pounders. 

Brigantines. 

2 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. 

4 DcmI-gallics, 

Galliot. 

I armed with mortars and 2 fix- 
pounders. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Ships of the line - 23 

Frigates - . 12 

Galleys . - - 

Dcmi-gallcys - 4 

Galliots - - C 

Brigantines - a 

Praams . - 9 

Tranfports • 2 1 


State of the Fleet in the Port of Carlfcroon in 1775. 


Ships of the line. 

Guns. 


The King Frederic - 70 

Adolpiius Frederic - 70 

The Qiieen Lnuifa Ulrica 70 

The Prince Giiftariis > 70 

The Prince Charles Frederic 70 

The Lion of Oothia • 70 


Ships of the line— continued. 


Fredcricus Rex 

Guns. 

60 

The Heflc C aiTel 

to 

7 he Brchme 

60 

The Finland - ^ - 

60 

The Prince Charles -• 

60 

The Frederic Adolphus • 

60 


6 


The 
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Ships of the line— continued. 

Guns. 

: Sophia Albei'tlna •• 6o | 

Sophia Charlotte - 6o 

Frederica Amelia - 60 

Stales of the Realm - 60 

Liberty - - 60 

Union or Concord .. 60 


J Upland 
: ^uderinania 
: Sparre 


F rigates— continued. 


The Falcon 
The Illcrim 
T’hc Iramas 
The Vulture 


The Pollux 
Gold 


Brigantines. 


of 1 8 guns, 
of 10 


: Black Eagle 
: Prince Guftavus 
; Phoenix 


Frigates. 


Galleys armed as before dated. 
The Carlfcroon 
The Cronenberg 
The Malm oca 
The Bleking. 


Praams. 


The Achilles 
The HeAor 


26 guns. 
26 


Remark, The Elepliant, of 124 guns, was the largeft vcflel that Sweden ever had } it was in being under 
the reign of Eric XIV. — At the time of the landing of Charles XII. in Zealand in 1700, the Swediih 
fleet coofidcd of thirty-eight flilps of the line, exclufive of frigates, firc-fhipB, and praams. 

Expence of the Swedifli Navy at the periods adverted to. 


1696. 1764. 1768. 1772. 

Silver Dollars. Do. Do. Do. 

For the admiralty and corps of cadets at ^ 

Carlfcroon - - ' - . • 624,765 

, 0 : tu, • * >.>39.8«5 - 53.793 

!■ leet of Galley, at Stockholm [ - . I . 

Flotilla of Finland - [ 671,498! 21.866 ^ 1,404,^4 276,64.7 

Veflels on the ftocks - ... 458.329 

Dock-yard at Carlfcroon - - - . 1 75, COO 

Naval evolutions - J . , J . 50,000 

Charges of convoy - - 550,000 

Coalling pilots - - - - 6^9 


21,866 j 1,404,304 


624,765 

53.793 

138,817 

276,647 

458.3*9 

1 75 .coo 
50,000 


1 671.49811 1.7 '*.330 1 

If to this lall fum be added the expence of the provincial regiments in 1772,' 


and that of recruits, with the general expences of the faid year, • J 

the fum will (hew the whole expence of the Swedifh forces that year in Giver dollars. 


1,404,3041 

I 

"See table III. 


». 777 . 35 « 
1.17'. *90 

2.708,880 

5,657,421 


According to the report laid before the fecret committee in 1772, the whole expence 
of the army, as detailed in the tables above, (exclufive of the charges incurred by the 
works on the fluices oiTrotihetta) amounted to 5,540,957 dollars, which at three per 
rix-dollar, give i,845',98 5 rix-dollars banco, which agrees tolerably well with the fum 
above noticed. 

By the ftatement of Field-marfhal Count de Ehrenfvoerd, relative to the royal navy, 
it appears that the galley fleet at Stockholm, during the time it was under the direflion 
of the board of admiralty, coft annually 223,893 filver dollars ; and that under the di- 
rection of the faid Field-marlhal, the flotillas of Stockholm and Finland conjointly cod 
no more than 101,020 dollars per year. Owing to the management of thi^ general, 
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the flotilla is con(l:ru£ted of armed Ihips, which are calculated to fenre, as circumftances 
may require, either as frigates or galleys. 

The towns and certain farms in the maritime provinces are obliged to furnifli the King 
with failors ; fo that the navy is upon the fame footing as the provincial army; There 
are befides fome volunteer failors, who for a moderate fum engage themfelves on board 
the fleet, and who at intervals enter the merchant fervice. 

The whole naval force confifts. 

In failors fumiflied by the towns, to the number of — ^ 8400 

The rotar^ doubled — — — - 8300 

Recruits — — — . — ^00 

Total 1 7,400 

But according to Cantzler, when the rotar is not doubled, which only happens in time 
of war, when the volunteers, the recruits, the failors from the towns, and the boys, 
who are rarely called upon, are not employed, there remains on fervice no more 
than 

For the towns — — — 800 

The rotar « — . 6200 


7000 

The ftaff of the Swedilh navy confiftcd, in 1773, of a grand admiral, two admirals, 
three vice-admirals, four rear-admirals, one rear-admiral, the prefident of the dock- 
yards; fix colonels, twenty-fix lieutenant-colonels, nineteen majors, fixty-two cap- 
tains, ninety-five lieutenants, one aid de carap-gcneral, a warehoufe keeper, a captain 
commandant of artillery, a rollmafter, two captains of the dock-yards, five lieutenant- 
captains, a captain commandant of pilots and coafiing pilots, and a lieutenant of pilots. 
In all two hundred and thirty-two officers. 


Expences of the royal navy according 

For the board of admiralty 
the fleet and dock-yards 
the fquadron at Gottenburg 
loan to the failors ... 
the equipage of the Swedilh fleet and flotilla 
of the Finnifli flotilla 

The commiflariat 


to the ftatementof 1787. 

Rix-dollars in fpecie. 

16,058 16 

472,191 30 9 

7,389 26 

*4,597 38 6 

36,841 13 9 

53*448 3*8 


90,290 

66,666 


3 9 
32 o 


Total in rix-dollars 667,194 2 o 
To this if the expence of the army for the faid year be added, for the 
particulars of which fee Table III. equal to - - 1,064,996 18 o 

The total expenditure for the year 1787, for the army and na^7 col- 

leftively, wUlbe - - ... 1,732,190 20 o 


From 
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From Carlfcroon to Gotienburg is thirty-feven miles and a quarter ; you return by 
the road you hav? already pafled as far as Runnebu\ about half a league beyond, yoii 
turn to the right. There is another road by Kilkrid^ but it is longer and lei's pleafant. 
Between Skiaturgue and Dinraniola, you leave Bleking to enter Smaland : the roads are 
conflantly good, but hilly ; the country wild : water is rarely found at the port houfes, 
inftead you mult be content with bad beer and brandy wine j there are many forells of 
fir and pine, which, however, are frequently of Hunted growth, and here and there 
lakes. That near which the town of Vexioeu is fituatcd, is rather confiderable. Vexioeu 
is a very fmall town : notwithftanding it be the refidence of the governor of the pro- 
vince, and a bilhop, nothing is to be had, and the necellity of carrying your own provi- 
fions is as evident here as in the molt inconfiderable hamlet ; one of the ftreets is lined 
with trees, but this is far from being the cafe with all of them, as fome travellers relate. 
On Ic.-iving "Vixiccu, you crofs over bridges, feveral times, a river which has its origin in 
the lake, and empties itfelf into the Baltic about a mile from Carlfliam ; it is called the 
Mortmfo : afterwards you coaft along the lake for fome time. Succeed a number of 
woods more flourifliing than thofc palTcd before ; the conl'equenee doubtlefs of their 
greater dillance from the fea, which begins to be confiderable. I’he whole of this road 
is mountainous ; if your luggage be heavy, it will not be amifs to take the road for Jon- 
kceuping upon arriving at GCurs, for although it be rather the farthell way, it is by 
much the mofl. agreeable, and pafies through I'everal towns to Gottenburg, whereas by 
the former road you go through none. You traverfe the whole of Smaland, a pro- 
vince which gives title to the King’s fecond fon ; its inhabitants are reputed to preferve 
all the franknel's with all the rudenefs of their anceftors ; they confider themfel ves much 
fuperior to their neighbours, with whom they rarely intermarry, which circumftancc 
has not a little contributed to the prefervation of their ancient charafter. This province 
yields a confiderable quantity of hops. In its fouthern part, much iron is extrafted 
from the lakes and marlhes. The gold mine of Adelfcrs, the only one in the kingdom, 
is in Smaland ; it is little produdive, fo little, as not to pay the charges of working j it 
is fituated at a diftance from this road, but you go near it on paffing from Calmar to 
Elkioeu. From Hafieu to Bor there are many afeents and defeents, which during frofty 
weather are fom* what dangerous. As you leave Vernatno, you crofs the Laga over a 
bridge, where you pay a toll of two fous for each wheel ; after which the road to Stock- 
holm is on the right, and beyond, a very fteepafeent ; here it is that you crofs the high 
road to Helfinburg. On this ftage the eye is treated with nothing but fandy plains, 
heath, and Hone, with here and there fome ftreams. The fair of Vernamo has great 
reputation in the country ; the Halls are permanent as well here as at other places where 
fairs are held, and are frequently confpicuous. From Gronhult to Tofstorp there are 
large foreHs of pine and fir : on this flage there is abundance of heath, with little or no 
cultivation. The four laH Hages are the worH ; on the lail you travel over a great 
fteep by a road cut through the rock, on the border of a fmall lake. Along all this 
road you will find it frequently necefl'ary to apply the drag to the w heels. As we made 
this journey about ChriHm^s time, called in the northern languages loul, and which 
has been kept in this country from time immemorable, we found provifion in every 
houfc ; each individual had decorated the infide of his apartments with cloth, Hufi*, or 
whatever moH valuable he poffeffed, and the floor was covered with Hraw^, which never- 
thclcfs did not prevent the inhabitants letting lighted fire-brands fail on it without pay- 
ing any regard to their extindion, a negled which will readily account for the frequency 
of conflagrations. We did not remark, as is aflirmed by Mr. Coxe, that the beds are 
commonly one above the other j but alraoft every where did we obferve trunlcs ranged 

around. 
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around the room, fervlng as feats by day, and in lieu of bedfteads by night. Before 
yoii enter Gottenburg is a cullom houfe, at which the officers are very rigid : it is not 
however difficult to obtain allowance for one to attend at your inn, where you may dif-' 
inifs him, according to cuftom, at the expence of 24 ikiliings. Complaint is made that 
the officers of the cuftoms here are, as ahnoil every v/herc, infolent, knavifh, and coun- 
tenanced in their infolence. 

Gottenburg. At the poft-houfe you meet with indifferent accommodation, but will 
find better, although at a greater expcnce, at the Mtfs Mullers*. This city is very 
pretty, it is the fecond in the kingdom, but much inferior to tlie towns in France of the 
third order : it contains at mofl but fourteen or fifteen thoufand people, for although 
five hundred and eighty perfons died here in 1790, this number comprized many 
ibldiers who returned fickfrom the army : the births were four hundred and thirty- fix. 
The town, is interfered by canals, which are planted w ith trees, and which in fome 
places give it the appearance of a Dutch towm ; yet the houfes are far from being of 
equally good conftruftion, few being of brick ; neverthclefs the appearance of the new 
town has in it fomewhat pleafing. The fuburbs is built on an eminence : here the 
failors refide, who are very numerous^ as well owing to its being the flation of the Eaft 
India Company’s veffels, as of a number of King’s frigates. 

\ishofpital was founded by Mr. Sahlgren, a wealthy individual ; its revenue is 1500 
rix dollars ; it contains thirty beds, tw'o of which for lying-in women ; this number 
however, in cafe of necelfiry, is augmented by two, and the whole has occafionally 
amounted to feven at once. Any woman in this condition may ring at the gate at any 
hour of the day or night, and be gratuitoufly admitted. In this houfe forty-five aban- 
doned children were born in the year 1789, an! in 179®, thirty fix. The fick have 
each a bed to themfelves, and the whole eftabiifhment appeared to us to be well at- 
tended : when wc faw it, it contained but thirteen invalids. If defirous of fending 
thither a Gottenburger, you pay fix fkillkigs per diem, if a ftranger, eight : patients 
affli^ed with venereal complaints are the only ones not admitted. The fick are not 
allowed tea. 1 here is one phyfician belonging to the hofpital, who is at the fame time 
both director and treafurer, and one furgeon. 'J'he moft common and moft dangerous 
maladies of the country are milliary fevers ; thofe of an inflammatory nature are very 
rare ; the hofpital is feldom full, unlefs in May, which is the unhealthy month. The 
Jluor albus is very common ; it is attributed to the frequent ufe of tea, the cloth drawers 
which women are accuftomed to wear, and the want of cleanlinefs. All the beds in 
the hofpital are without top covering even when the curtains are drawn, in order that 
the air may have free circulation. All the kitchen utenfils are of caft iron. 

Cabinets. The Count de Sparre has about three fcore paintings, eight or ten of 
which by Teniers, Wouvermans, Gerard Dow, &c. are worthy of attention. 

Mr. Noeurn the direftor of the cuftom houfe, poflefles a very complcat colledlion of 
Swediffi coins and medals j his cabinet confifts of none befides; among other valuable 
coins he has one of Count Oxenftiern, which is extremely rare : notwithftanding this 
colleftion was only begun in i783, it already comprizes three thoufand diftinft pieces. 

Refineries, There are three fugar refineries here, but on no very large fcale, two of 
them without the town ; the third, belonging to Mr. Jacobfon, is on an ifland formed 
by a canal, and feparate from any other building for fear of fire; it has four boilers, 
which however are not at all times employed ; it feldom works more than two hundred 
and fifty hogflieads per annum. 1 he fugar from it is extremely 'white and luftrous 
J>ut not very fweet, and fells at from to to 13 (killings per lb. according to quality. 
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Commerce. The commerce of Gottenburg is very confiderable, and may be Ipokcd 
Bpon as conftituting a feventh part of the whole exports, and one fourth of all the im- 
ports of Sweden ; tlie ifland of Marftrand in its neighbourhood, ever fince 1775, has 
been a free port. In fpite of the convention between France and Sweden in 1784, by 
which an enirepot was to be granted to the former in exchange for the ifland of St. Bar- 
tholomew, there is but one fmgle French merchant eftabliflied here, (M. Fournier;) 
but this convention has not been executed in every point, and upon this may be ob- 
ferved that tiie Swcdifli government has taken advantage of the fituation of France, too< 
much occupied with concerns of a greater magnitude to attend to thofe of fuch trivial- 
nature, and has neglefted to fulfd all the ftipulations of a treaty, fo binding in itfelf, as- 
to condition, that in cafe of non-conformity on the part of Sweden with its various arti- 
cles, France is to refume poflTeflion of St. Bartholomew ; in a word, it may be faid, that' 
one of the parties is in full polfeflion of the grant made to it, the other not. In this- 
town there are about a dozen Englifli lioufes ; the Englifh are better looked upon here 
than any other nation. Gottenburg is a long mile dilTant from the North fea, and on; 
the GcEutha, which is here a very broad river. In the year 1790, there entered its 
port feven hundad and feventeen foreign, and five hundred and- ten national Ihipsj. 
thence failed for foreign ports feven hundred and feventy-nine, and five hundred and 
fifty-three to different parts of Sweden; Out of the feven hundred and feventeen which 
entered this port, but fixteen were French, (the fame number as arrived at Stockholm.) 
The number of merchant veflels belonging to Gottenburg is, as ftated at prefent, tw'o 
hundred and fifty ; it is our opinion however, that it does not exceed two hundred and ; 
ten.' 

Eaji India Company. This company, notwithftandihg it has the privilege of trading, 
likewife with India, difpatches one or two and fometimes, but rarely, three fhips in a 
year to China alone. In January 1791, it pofTefTed feven fhips in good condition, and; 
one on the flocks. This company is managed in an admirable manner ; it has four • 
direftors, one of which is prefident, (Mr. Hofterman,) and four others at Stockholm, . 
who are only honorary members of the direflion ; no one, hot even the King himfelf^ 
ha^ any right of ihfpeftion into the affairs of this company ; the warehoufes, notwith- 
fianding they are large, cannot contain more than three cargoes. The veffels in general 
fail for China in the month of Januaiy ; they are obliged to faw through the ice to get 
to fea. If any order be fent to China, a- very exa£l model of what is required mutt go 
with it, for the Chinefe copy minutely, even defeds. Oftend and Antwerp hold many 
fliares in this company. 

The following is a table of the exports of produce from Gottenburg, in 1790; which • 
may be looked upon as lefs than a common year. The war having latted to the middle 
of it, and fhipments in confequence were not fo numerous, the fea being open but a 
few months of that year ; for notwitliftanding the belligerent powers had no cruizers at 
fea, the fcarcity of failors, from fo many being employed on board the navy, mutt hav». 
had a fenfible effed on iliipmenf. 


Export 
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Export of Produce from Gotienburgy in 1 790. 



Iron in bars 


Pig Iron. 

Steel. 

Boards. 

Tons of 
Salted 



Sell. Lips, lbs 

Sch.Lips. lbs. 

Sell. Lips. lbs. 

Dozens. 

Herrings. 

Rix. Sch. 

K. 

To Amderdam, 

S -9 

12 

10 

75 

7 

10 

62 

16 

0 

7 

710 

231,551 0 

3 

Anclam, 










290 



Bcr^rhcn, 

Cadiz, 










345 

400. 

2,438 22 

4 

Colbcrg, 

^37 









>54 



Dublin, 

Dunkiiki 

10 

0 







4‘ 

3S0 

.38,189 25 

0 

• KIbing, 













Elfincur, 

England, 

54,506 

6 

10 

1164 

9 

10 

83 

0 

10 

9036 

IjO 

i»7” 30 


Noi them parts, 
France, 

1,962 

5 


71S 

>9 

5 

503 

18 

5 

2322 

160 

c 


^ Genoa, 

GrifFswald, 




no 

0 

0 




53 

13*0 



Hamburg, 

7CI 

2 

10 

7 

0 

0 




3^5 

6''o 

91,010 1 

9 

Ireland, 

5-7.39 

6 

0 

6c 0 

6 

5 




665 

2670 

25 0 

0 

Copenhagen, 

i>324 

>5 

10 

54 

1 

5 

12 

3 

5 

54 

285 

8,034 >5 

6 

Liebau, 

Lifbon, 

76 

5 

0 

2 

10 

0 




11 

33* 

53*2<59 4‘ 

9 

London, 

749 

>9 

10 

112 

iO 

0 




1^0 




Lubeck, 

Marilrand, 

446 

19 

10 




0 

'J 

0 

138, 

5 

600 

208 0 

0 

Mediterranean, 

«.59» 

4 

0 

589 

4 

>5 




236 

126 ^5 

2 

Memel, 

Neivcaftlc, 

1 599 


0 

142 

>5 

0 




5761 

900 



North Sea, 


0 

0 








710 

447 i<5 


Norway, 

3 

4 

0 

5 

3 






400 

61 

Nieuport, 

Oftend, 










90 


6i,c6o j6 

10 

St. Peterfburg, 











900 



Pillau, 

Randers, 










293 

140^' 



Revel, 

Rt'llock, 

Scotland, 

3 Mi 8 

H 

5 

458 


10 

2 

S 

c 

9J4 

58 

2833 

15> >4 

0 

20 

10428 

1 

Stettin, { 

Stralfund, 




I 

2 

0 




1 


I 

1 

5- 

St. Ubes, 




50 

7 

5 




580 

340^8 

107,667 46 


The Baltic, 

.22 ,595 

4 

10 

4940 

*9 

3 

491 

I 

10 

10096 

10 

The I tidies, | 







1 



7 


2706 21 


Other parts. 

5*5 

4 

0 




6 

7 


14.1 

I 

112,728 

1 1 


! 04.797 

4 

ir 

90?.^ 

1 I 

3 

1 142 

•7 

5 

36900 

>95-4^ 

599.47 ^ ! 

— ^ 

‘O 1 


Specification of the Indian Merchandize, of which the Value is given in the Table. 

I, no, 143 lbs. of tea *,149 pieces of filk of thirteen French ells in length, and five 
.quarters wide ; 1 5,899 pieces of nankin ; 5014 lbs. of raw white filk j 3197 lbs. cin- 
namonj 491 ii lbs. rhubarb; 2i5lbs.fago; 957lbs.rptin; 7/ 56 lbs. galinga ; 7cans 
and a half of arrack ; the can holds twenty-one bottles ; bamboo fans to the value of 
2438 r. d. 22 fch. ; porcelain, to the value of 10,232 r. d. 44 fch. The whole of thefe 
goods formed but one cargo. To this is to be added, likewiie,* what is confumed at 
home, and vchat is fmuggled out, which is to a large amount. 

S Herring 
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Herring HJhery, This important branch of commerce, which for a while was anni- 
nilated, owing to the difappearance of the herrings, has now refuraed its wonted bntk* 
iiefs ; the fale amounts at prefent to fix hundred thoufand barrels of faked herrings, 
and thirty thoufand barrels of oil. ^Ten or twelve barrels of herrings yield about one 
barrel of oil. The jwice of a barrel of frelh herrings is generally four filver dollars ; 
the expence of faking them, calk inclufive, (which cofts about • 1 6 or 20 llcillings), is 
live or fix dollars : .the price of a barrel of faked herrings is from twelve to thirteen 
dollars, thus leaving a profit of from a dollar and a half to two filver dollars per barrel 
for the curing. The barrel of oil fells for 12 rix-dollars, it contains an awm t > tl^^t is 
to fay, about one hundred and eighty common bottles. All the calks are gauged, and 
uniformly contain from a thoufand to twelve hundred herrings. The fifliery begins in 
Odober, and lajts till February, and even March, according to the feafon. 1 he greater 
part of its produce is exported to different places in the country, the coafts of the Bal- 
tic, and the Mediterranean; they export alfo (particularly to the fouthern nations), 
dried and fmoaked herrings ; thefe are of higher price than the former. Some adven- 
turers at this place have attempted the whale filhery, but without fuccefs. 

Generally, if afked to dine, it is an invitation for the day, and fupper as well : this is 
the cuftom thrpughout all Sweden, and even at Stockliolm, but there it is confined to 
the fecondary ranks in fociety. Grace before and after meat, and a bow to the mailer 
of the houfe, are cuftomary every where:, at times indeed, the length of this ceremony, 
and the ferious countenance alfumed by the Swedes, would incline u^ to laughter but 
for the intervention of refiedlion. At ceremonial dinners, healths are drunk in an 
enormous goblet full of Rheniih wine or Champagne ; the goblet is handed round, and 
each takes a fip : there are certain formalities to be obferved, in which you are inftrufted 
on the fpot, and the penalty, in cafe of omillion, is to empty the goblet ; to our minds 
rather an arduous undertaking : we were prefent at this ceremony for the firft time at 
the houfe of the Bilhop of Gottenburg, a well informed, and very amiable perfon ; he 
is confidered the bell preacher in Sweden, and is indebted to himfelf alone for his emi- 
nent llation in life, being the fon of a pe^fant. Apothecaries at Gottenburg are men 
of better information than in other count^ries, and what is fmgular, they are held in 
higher elleem than either furgeons or phyficians. 

It is cuftomary for the band of the regiment in garrifon to come and play under the 
windows, or even at the door of ftrangers who arrive ; you difmifs them at the expence 
of a trifle, or without giving them any thing, (as we were recommended to do,) by de- 
firing them on their beginning to go about their bufinefs. There is no other than yel- 
low bougies at Gottenburg, and it Itruck us as fomewhat finguiar, that at a grand fup- 
per, to which eighteen or a fcore perfons were invited, given by the richeft merchant 
in the town, who is reputedly worth 400,000 rix-dollars, and who in 1791 built a 
wooden houfe which coll a fourth of that amount, there was none but tallow candles 
on the table. Many articles are dear in this town, if compared with their price in 
towns of fimilar dimenfiofis in France. 

Landing of the Dans in 1788. The Prince of HeflTe came-to Gottenburg in 1788, 
fhortly before the landing ; on this occafion he w'as received w’ith the greateft demon- 
Itrations of civility by the governor, and the Duke of Sudermania, who w'as there at 
the time : he took advantage of this to acquire fuch information refpe£ling the place, 
as might be ufeful to him. He could eafily have plundered the whole of the Eaft In-. 
• 

• Vide table of Swedlih monry. f See table of meafures* 
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dia Company's warehoufes, the merchandize in which was valued at two millions of 
rix- dollars ; but delaying too long, the firmnefs of Mr, Elliott, the Englilh minider, 
and the arrival of the King, whom none knew where to find, and who fuddenly arrived 
from Dalecarlia, put a flop to all he might have done, and obliged him to retire. The 
King on bis arrival vifited the place, and found no preparations of defence : the balls 
were not of fit fize for the calibres of the guns, the artillery officer was ignorant of the 
range of his bombs, &c. Yet notwithftanding thefe impediments, the King refolved 
on defence ; he collefted together as many volunteers and troops as he could mufter, 
and refolved on giving battle to the Danes in a plain before the town. On the other 
hand, General Armfeldt arrived with ten thoufand men, and it is highly prefumable 
that the bravery of his troops, joined to the prefence of His Majefty, would have infured 
vi&ory to the Swedes. Beyond a doubt the city, and particularly the Eaft India Com- 
pany, which had raoft to lofe, owed their falvation to their fovereign ; yet, will it be 
credited, that finding himfelf in the greatefl diftrefs, and requiring from the Company 
a fum of money of no confiderable amount, he was unable to obtain from them but a 
part of what he aiked ? The city of Gottenburg had a medal ftruck in commemoration 
of its deliverance in 1790, owing to the appearance of His Majefty, which however is 
not one of the beft executed by Fehrman. 

Between Gottenburg and Marftrand, you pafs through Kunghell and Kjufhill; for 
the firfl: ftage the road is along the river Goeutha, which flows between two ridges of 
rocks, the feet of which are in fome parts cultivated. Near Bohus^ (a ftrong caftle 
feized upon by the Danes in 1788,) you are ferried over two arms of the river, without 
unhamefllng, and for a very moderate expence. 

Kunghilly formerly very confiderable until deftroyed by the Vandals, is now a very 
fmall town, where two thoufand Danes were quartered in 1788. During tlieir ftay, 
they gave no caufe of complaint to its inhabitants. From Kjufhill, you proceed on foot 
to the fea fide over a ftony rocky path : there is a houfe here where you muft fliew 
your paflport, an indifpeniable article with which you muft furnilh yourfelf at Gotten- 
burg : it is ufual to give eight Ikillings to the clerk both going and coming, although 
there be no obligation. The diftance acrofs to Marftrand is about three French leagues: 
it took us an hour and a half to go thither, and nearly three hours returning, owing to 
calms and our being continually obliged to ufe oars. The paflage lies between a num- 
ber of iflets, or rather rocks : there is an abundance of water fowl, which none are 
allowed to ftoot for fear of frightening the herrings. For the ufe of the boat going 
and returning, (waiting a day at Marftrand,) you pay two or three rix-dollars j but you 
muft make your bargain beforehand at the poll office of Kjufhill. 

Marjlrand. This town poffeffes nothing interefting, except its herring filhery, which 
employs the major part of its inhabitants. Notwithftanding it be a free port, it is but 
little frequented, and its population is very inconfiderable, in fpite of the privileges 
granted by government to fuch as eftablifli themfelves here. The caftle built on a 
rock ferves as a ftate prifon. The commandant has been in'the French fervice, and it 
is no difficult matter, particularly for a Frenchman, to obtain permilfion from him to 
fee the interior j if he be abfent, it is a more difficult affair, as the officers under him 
dare not take upon themfelves to permit the entrance of foreigners } this happened to 
be the cafe with us: it has nothing however to recommend it, except the profpeft it 
affords, which is highly pitlurefque, owing to the number of ifles and rocks feen from 
it, and even this profpedf may be feen with little inferiority of advantage from a pro- 
jection of the rock, without entering the caftle. You lodge at Fyrber’s. 
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Chap. II.— (fTrolhatta.-^Road to Stockholm through Nertda and Wcjhnania, 
Objeds on the Road and in its Neighbourhood interejling to a Naturaliji. 

ON our return to Kunghill we continued our journey, as defcribed in the itine- 
vary. At Stroeum you take a fledge, or a peafant’s cart, as the fcafon happens to be, 
to go to Trolhoetta, where thofe catara£l:s are fituated, fo worthy the attention of travel, 
ers ; as far as this ftage you keep alongfide the river, which is on your right, and fee 
fome cultivated plains, particularly hop grounds. From Strceura you continue the high 
road to Wenerftorg for about fix hundred paces ; leaving it then to the left you turn 
to the right hand directly towards the river which forms in this fpot a fmall bafon, the 
water of which is as Hill as the furface of a lake, although at but a fmall diltance from 
the catarads : you crofs the river in very light boats, paying for the fare four tons each 
perfon : for the fpace of a quarter of a mile you then follow the courfe of the river on 
the oppofite bank, along a road made of planks, conftrufted for the conveyance of iron, 
from the fpot where the river ceafes to be navigable, to that where it begins to be fo 
again. You may alfo, by making a longer circuit, or in cafe of going from Wcnerf- 
borg, pafs the river above the catarafls ; for it is abfolutely requifite you fliould keep 
on the fame fide as the hamlet of Trolhoetta, as nothing is vifible from the other on ac- 
count of. the mountains which form the fide of the river: at the fpot where you pafs 
the Goeutha (below the catarafts) is the iron warehoufe, which confifts of a tolerably 
large building on the ground floor, with different apartments, numbered. If delirous 
of avoiding the walk of a quarter of a mile, you will find, after crofling the river, car- 
riages peculiar to the country, which will take you to Trolhoetta and bring you back 
again, charging, on account of the time they ftop, a mile, notwithftanding the diftance 
be no more altogether than half as much. We were conduced all the way to Trol- 
hoetta by the waterman who ferried us over, and gave him for his pains eight Ikillings, 
with which he appeared well fatisfied. We advife beginning from above, near the vil- 
lage of Trolhoetta ilfelf, where the faw-mills are, and defcend again to below the cata- 
rafts ; thus obtaining a profped of the whole, which is highly pifturefque, not only on 
account of the different falls, but of the rocks likevvifq which are feen on every fide : 
we were there on a fine funny day, and the earth was covered with fnow, which per- 
haps added to the beauty of this point of view : great expence has been incurred in the 
attempt to make this part of the river navigable, and thus opening a communication be- 
tween lake Wener and the North Sea ; but it is apprehended with much reafon that 
this undertaking will never be brought to a favourable iffue : it would, perhaps, be a 
more certain and lefs expenfive plan to dig a canal, which leaving the river above the 
catarads might terminate in the bafon before alluded to : the diftance would be little 
more than a quarter of a milej^ and a number of locks might remedy the inequality of 
the ground. Tour curiofity fatisfied, you return the fame way back to Stroeum, and 
arrive at Wenerjborg, which poffeffes nothing remarkable but its iron market, this town 
being the entrepdt for all that the province of Vermeland fends to Gottenburg i it is 
fituated on the Ipot near which the Goeutha iffues from lake Wener. There is a railed 
way of great length over the canal of Carlfgraff : it is arched at intervals, the fame as a 
bridge, and is the road to Norway ; it has a parapet -(for what reafon we could not con- 
jefture) on one fide*only : in the middle is a ftone bearing an infeription which defig- 
nates under whofe government it was conftru£ted. All this however but ill repays the 
pains of going to Wenerlborg ; wherefore when at Kunghill you will do well to repafs 
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the Goeutha, make for Laball, follow the courfe of the river as far as Trolhoetta, and 
thence take the road to Stockholm by Borjled, &c. Near Wenerfborg, on the oppofite 
fide of the'GoiUtha,are mounts Hallebcrg and Huneberg,in which are found quarries rtf 
alum, tnipp, black chalk, and lapis fuillm in abundance. From Wenerfborg to Stock- 
holm is forty-three miles and five-eighths. The whole of this road is excellent, particu- 
larly from Maiicriadt : in thc-tniddle of January we were not under the neceflity of 
ufing a fledge bei'orc we arrived there, and even afterwards on account of want of 
fiiow ; at the lafl llage we were obliged to take our carriage off and (ravel on wheels; 
for on the 15th of January we faw verdure at the very gates of Stockholm. You pafs 
through tlic 'fmall town Lidkccuping and Marieftadt. You do not change horfes at 
thefe towns, which are neither worth the trouble of flopping to examine. They are 
pleafantly fiiuated upon lake Wener, which is vifible from the great fquare of Lidkocu- 
ping. After palling Hofva you enter Noricia, where is a cuflotn-houfc. The province 
of Skaraburg, which forms a part of Weflrpgotbia, and which we have been travcrfing, 
has certain ipots which the amateur of natural hiftory may vifit, and will find fomc cu- 
rious minerals, fuch are Khinakidle, a quarry of alum and calcareous (tone ; Dillingen, 
a quarry of alum. This mountain is fituated near the town of SkiasufdCi between Fal- 
kceuping and Mariefladt, three miles and a quarter from the former, and five from the 
latter. At this mountain many curious minerals maybe procured; but, as it is of 
great extent, it will require fome time to examine all its remarkable parts. Black alum 
is difeovered here in flates, frequently enclofing petrified enthomolitbes^ lapis fuillus in 
balls, both great and finall, (olid, fparkling, granulated, and frequently encafing fmall en- 
tbomolithes and petrified Iholls. Spar of a conic form. Indurated and lamillatcd marl ; 
clayey flatc ; black folid trapp, granulated .with fibres like ears of corn. Solid calca- 
reous ftone of a red, brown, and grey colour, in which are frequently found petrified 
oriboceratbites and enthomolithes. Calcareous flaladlites both white and yellow, fcarcely 
at all porous within, although formed by depofits in layers, and undulated at the fur- 
face : in thefe fonietimcs leaves are found enclofed. Lamillatcd gypfum, both white 
and flriated, in exceeding thin flieets between flates of alum. Free-ltone of many va- 
rious forts. Coal, folid and Ihining externally, met with at times between flates of 
alum at Midthorp. In order to colledl as many of thefe minerals as poflible, you (hould 
confiantly give the preference in your fearch for them to thofe places where they have 
been found before, fuch as Tittiurdala, Multorp, Ulunda: Beck, Hallcvad, Sec . — .1/#- 
bergf and Olleberg near Falkceuping. Here are found argillaceous flate, mixed with va- 
rious petrifaflions, entbomolitbes, and petrified Ihells ; lapis fuillus^ both folid and granu- 
lated ; folid red calcareous ftone ; flate of alum, &c. In' this province are a number 
of quarries of alum. None of the fpots above-mentioned are in the neighbourhood 
of the above noted road except the firft, whither you may eafily go from Kalangen. 
All the towns along this road are wretched, notwithftanding CEurebro and Arboga be 
capitals. After palling by Lidkoeuping you enter into foreft land. OEurebro is fitu- 
ated on the extremity of lake Hielrner, (at the mouth of a rit^er that has a trifling fall, 
vifible from a ftone bridge,) which lake communicates with Moeler. Beyond Arboga 
you perceive the canal which joins the two lakes ; there are fome very handfome locks 
which are deferving of notice. Ypu enter Weftmania between Fellinglbro and Arboga. 
From Arboga through Kioeuping to Skinjkatteberg is fix miles and a quarter; hence 
you make a fiiort excurfion to Riddar-liittann, the copper mines. Here yellow copper 
IS found mixed with ore of black iron ; martial pyrites ; galena, ore of bifmuth m fcales, 
in a rocky granulated ftone ; ore of cobalt, fteely grained, of a rare deferiptien. At 
Staljien you meet with red ore, femi-tranfparent, cryftallized in fmall drufes ; mineral 
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pitch } white and blue fpar j potter’s earth. Bafenas p'ufvan^ another copper mine be- 
longing to Ridder Hittann, is fituated a fhort league from the others ; here you find 
yellow copper ore j ore of bifmuth in large fcales$ fealy molybdene ; tungften; or heavy 
flone ; amianthus, fometimes blended with yellow copper, which gives it a beautiful 
hue ; quartz in flender driijes ; potter’s earths, &c. as the copper ore is frequently mix- 
ed with ore of black iron, it is rather difficult to fufe. 

From Marieiladt to this place, you travel over plains in an excellent ftate of cultiva- 
tion, and tolerably well peopled. This, in jnany refpects, is one of the beft diftrids in 
Sweden : all Nericia is full of forges and mines. The following are the principal places : 
Qtdjhrauy an iron mine; copper and iron mine; the firfl; abandoned ; ylx- 

berg, an iron foundry ; Jarboas, Nora, Linde, iron mines in the neighbourhood ; in the 
two latter, which are near each other, the following varieties are found : ore of black 
iron, folio, granulated, cry ftallizod in odaedra, difperfed in potter’s earth ; hematites of 
a bluiihcail, laniillated, micaciuus and fparkling ; cloudy topazes in drufes; feverah va- 
rieties of drufes in quartz, and calcareous Ipar. Near to Nora is a fmall mine of cop^ 
per, in which ivS found folid copper ore, of lleely grain ; galena ; granulated ore of co- 
balt, crydallized amid the copper ore ; calcareous ftonc, &c. A mile and a half diflant 
from QCurebro, is Dyltci, a large manufadory of fulphur and green vitriol. The ful- 
phur is extraded from martial pyrites, which abound here ; it is diililled in call iron 
velTels ; the refidue is lixiviated, and produces by evaporation, and cryflallization, green^ 
or martial vitriol : the ferruginous ochre which remains, affords a red colour, with 
which the houfes are painted. At Glandjhammer are quarries of calcareous- Hone, and 
filver mines abandoned. At Garphyttam, two miles further, is a large allum manu- 
fadory ; the flate quarries are not far diHant and well deferve attention } here, black al- 
lum, in flates, is found of a bituminous quality, fo that inllead of roafting it, according 
to common pradicc, before it is lixiviated, it is ufed indead of wood, with much fuc- 
cefs, for heating cauldrons ; martial pyrites, folid, globular, and crydallized in great va- 
riety ; indurated, marl, frequently of a globular fhape ; calcareous (lone ; calcareous 
fpar crydallized in pyramids; lapis fuillus, brown and grey, fparkling, granulated, 
j'parry, rhomboidal, ilriated, prifniatic, and crydallized ; calcareous done, of a red and 
brown colour, &c. From Garphyttann, by Sanaa to HcfslekuUa, is a mile and a half ; 
here you find an iron mine, the ore confiding of black granulated iron; calcareous fpar, 
white, yellow, and of a violet hue, of a pyramidal diape, covered with hexagonal cal- 
careous crydals in drufes; rocks of granate, crydallized granate ; and green earth of 
Hefslckulla : all the fpofs where thefe are to be found, are near enough to QEurebro ; 
the following are much more didant, and thofe defirous of vifiting them mult dedicate 
fevcral days to the purpofe on that account. Liufnarburg, or Nyakopperberg, contains 
copper ore, formerly very rich, but at prefent very poor ; it is grey, azure, and yellow ; 
the mine yields, alfo, galena, blend, white, violet, coloured, and green fpar ; fchoerl, 
fibrous, darry, and crydallized in many dill'erent lhapes ; potter’s done, &c. Hcllcfors 
has many mines of filver, which have been worked for a long time, but at prefent are 
nearly exhauded, yielding very little ; of minerals : galena, in deely grains, in fmall 
cubes, and micacious ; yellow copper ore, blend ; arfcnical pyrites, folid, and crydalliz- 
cd in needles ; martial pyrites ; calcareous fpar-; rock pebbles, red, brown, and black. 
From Hellefors to Saxan is one mikf, thence to OnJJjytta another. Tiiis dage is precifely 
at the foot of mount Perjberg, which is full. of veins of iron ore : by vifiting thefe 
mines you may procure folid black iron ore, in fmall and large grains ;■*. martial pyrites, 
granulated, crydallized in odaedra cubical, and in polygons in drufes ; leafy ore of bif- 
muth; amianthus; potter’s done; fchoerl^ fibrous, in Ipar, llarry, crydallized, and 
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prifmatic ; rock garnet ; garnet in drufes ; fteatites ; ftarry aibeftos ; calcai^US ftone, 
Iblid, and in grains ; calcareous fpar ; quartz ; drufes of quartz ; mica; and rock peb« 
bles, in feveral varieties. From Onihytta you proceed to Philipjiadt, a town a mile dif- 
tant : provided you have time to fpare you may vifit feveral interelling fpots in the 
neighbourhood. Longhanjhitta^ two miles diftant, contains a rich iron mine, the great- 
clt part of which is in hematites : here many curious minerals are found, blue hema- 
tites in folid grains, fteely grains, fparkling, micacious, and lamellated in leaves ; black 
iron ore of fine grain, fibrous, and cryftallized in odaedra ; martial pyrites granulated, 
cry ft alii zed in drufes ; fparry flalflein of very rich quality j manganefc, white, globular, 
and ftarry within; calcareous fpar; ferruginous gypfiim, white and fparkling; drufes of 
fpar, calcareous, in pyr^iidal cryftals, irregular, capillary in thin hairs; red and brown jaf- 
per, fometimes with fmall veins of iron ore : it takes a beautiful polifh ; rogk garnet ; 
drufes of garnets cryftallized ; calcareous fchoerle in ftars of large rays ; green and yel- 
low ferpentine ; ophites of ferpentine, and calcareous ftone ; mountain leather ; moun- 
tain cork, and amianthus. From Philipftadt to Normarck, is two miles: this is a moun- 
''tain full of very ancient iron mines, but does not abound in minerals : the iron ore is 
bisick, in fmall and large grains ; cryftallized in thin drufes ; galena in fmall cubes ; 
calcareous fpar which doubles the objeflr, and cryftallized in double pyramids ; joined 
to each other at their bafe ; mountain leather ; mountain cork ; fchoerle, fibrous, and 
ftarry. Taberg is another mounttun which contains iron mines, and is a great league 
diftant from Normarck ; it is famous for the quantity of amianthus it yields : here you 
may obtain iron ore, more or lefs granulated and teftilated ; blend with large fhining 
lides ; martial pyrites, granulated, and ci7ftallized in cubes ; calcareous fpar ; micaci- 
ous and leafy fteatites ; brown mica; amianthus, grey, hard, almoft cold, coarfc, white, 
of a finer quality, lamellated in fine fibres, and blended with calcareous fpar ; fchoerle, 
in fibrous ears ; fometimes fine fpecimens of amianthus are found ; iron ores, pyrites, 
and mica, united with calcareous fpar ; fo that here a very handfome collection may be 
made. 

You return to Philipftadt, and on the road may examine the iron mine, Agcgrufvan, 
which adjoins the road : you find here black iron ore, granulated and folid ; fchoerle in 
friable grains, and cryftallized in prifms ; mountain cork, fometimes fprinkled with gar- 
ners ; calcareous fpar of feveral colours. In the weftem part of this province, away 
from the road, are the copper mines of Glafva and Gunarjkog^ at prefent abandoned. 

From Arboga you proceed to Kongfaur, a fmall town, or borough, pleafantly fituated 
at the extremity of lake Meier ; we arrived there at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
notwithftanding the precaution we took, of fending before for horfes, we had to wait for 
them till two o’clock in the morning, owing to the ill will of the poft-mafter : fuch de- 
lays are very frequent in the evening, on account of the poft-mafters being defirous of en- 
gaging you to fleep at their houfes, and t!he dread to which the country people are liable of 
driving by night. At times it has occurred that, with the fix horfes we required for our car- 
riage, fix poftillions came, and at others only one. In Scania and in Bleking, they are 
more refolute. On the evening of our arrival there happened to be an affemblyat the very 
houfe at which we flopped. Our drefs appearing, doubtlefs, ftrange to them, the whole 
company came in files, of three or four at a time, into our chamber, to take a view of the 
foreigners. After this ceremony, which ferved to amufe us, and exhibited the whole of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood, (unfortunately but few,) we fignified our defire of 
participating in an entertainment fo much at hand ; our requeft ‘was readily granted, 
and from all the company we received the greateft civilities ; at fupper-time, but for our 
pertinacious refiftanceto the challenges made us, we Ihould have been unable to conti- 
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flue our journey ; unfortunately, it fo happened that none out of the whole number un> 
derftood any other than the Swedifli language ; figns were, confequently, of much fer- 
vice to us ; this inconvenience excepted, we paffed the fix hours we ftayed in the moft 
agreeable manner imaginable, and imbibed a very favourable idea of Swediih hofpitality. 

At Torlhalla, you fee from the bridge a number of fraall catarafls, which have a very 
fine effect. Between Malmby and liageftrok, the caftle of Griplholm is fituated, of 
which a defeription at length fliall be given. Near to Griplholm is Oker^ a cannon 
foundry, and near to Torflialla EJkelJima^ of which, alfo, more lhall be faid in another 
place : pall which nothing more is met with worthy attention, before you reach Stock- 
holm. 

Chap. III. — Arrival at Stockholm. — General Account of that City. — The Court of 
Sweekn. — The Royal Cajlle, — Play-Koufes. 

The entrance into Stockholm by no means announces a capital : we arrived by the 
fouthern fuburbs. The city, properly fpeaking, is very fmall, and fituated in an ifland 
at the point of junction of the fea and lake Meier : the fouthern and northern fuburbs 
are very large, fince from the north to the fouth gate is half a mile, but parts of the 
flreets are either without houfes, or covered with fuch as have only a ground floor,, 
which is the caufe why Stockholm, notwithllanding the great fpace it occupies, does not 
certainly contain more than 75,000 inhabitants : part of the houfes are of wood ; fomo 
in the fuburbs wear the appearance of wretched cottages. Oueen-ftreet, and Regeney- 
ftreet, in the northern fuburbs, are the handfomell, and belt inhabited of the whole 
plain : in the fouthern fuburbs fome merchants refide, but not a fingle man of rank. 
The north fquare will make a very good appearance when the bridge in contemplation is 
fmilhed, and in cafe of their changing the front oppofite the caftle. The opera and the 
palace form the two other fides, and are very handfome buildings. 

Few cities in Europe arc fo badly paved as Stockholm, which is the more difagreeable 
from the royal garden being the only promenade within the city ; and on account of 
that being damp and unhealthy, except in the height of fumnier, you have no other 
place for w'alking. 

The fituation of Stockholm is Angular, and highly pifturefquc, and is comparable to 
that of no other city ; as it affords, from many fpots, moft charming points of view, in 
which you fee a mixture of fteeples, houfes, rocks, trees, lakes, and the caftle, which is 
(liftinguifticd from every quarter, and has a moft admirable effeil. This capital, as we 
liave before obferved, is built by the fea, and lake Meier : the locks on the fouth (which 
are a very handfome work) dividing them. 

The port is handfome, fpacious, and fafe, but difficult of accefs j it frequently takes 
feveral days to get to fea, or to arrive thence at Stockholm, on account of the ccurfe to 
be taken between numberlefs banks, t© effefl: which, particular winds are requifite. 
The quays are of aftonilhing breadth. 

Police. The city is but badly lighted ; the police is tolerably good ; a confequence 
rather of the tranquil nature of the inhabitants, than any care that is taken. In the 
winter of 1792, fome difagreeable occurrences took place, on the part of Ruffians it is 
true ; but fome time elapfed before means were difeovered of ft>ipping tbefe diforders, 
the cxiftence of W’hich, likewife, the police had fome difficulty in crediting, notvvith- 
ftanding they were repeated often enough to put the matter out of queftioh : frequently 
it imputes, exceffes that may be committed, to liquor, and this is the fird inftance we 
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have met with of fuch an excufe being admitted by the police ; it mud indeed be al< 
lowed that thofe who admit this plea are often drunk themfelves. 

Society here is , dull ; it is limited to tea parties at five o’clock ; the ladies have their 
fet days ; and. at feven o’clock all doors areclofed, thofe of merchants alone excepted, 
who are yet accudomed to give fuppers, and from whom an invitation to dine is an en> 
tertainment for the day. Through the whole of winter we never but once fupped with 
a Swede, (the Grand Mader Bonde :) fometimes dinners are given, but very rarely ; the 
mmiders alone keep an edablilhment, properly fpeaking, and even the greater part of 
thefe.do.not really lb. The minider for foreign affairs, alone, gives regularly a dinner 
once a week, at which the diplomacy meet for conference, and to which drangers are 
cpndantly invited. The difeontent of the nobility, a part of whom has retired to their 
didin£t provinces, has greatly contributed to the diminution of the company found in 
this city. Society (that is to fay, of perfons liable to invitation on days of ceremony) 
is fo fcarce, that it does not exceed one hundred and fifty perfons ; whereas it amounts 
to two hundred and fifty at Copenhagen ; and at Berlin, to two hundred and twenty or 
thirty. 

The foreign miniders had a club in the north-fquare, called La Socieie, where dran- 
gers and perfons well known in Stockholm were adtnitted. Here you read the papers, 
might play (but only at round games,) and dine and fup at an ordinary at a fixed price, 
always fure of meeting with good company. We are uninformed whether or not this 
fociety continues to exid j Ihould it not, we pity the foreigners who may vifit Stock- 
holm, as this formed the chief, and frequently the only refource for them throughout 
great part of the day. 

The inns are miferable; a dranger, incafe of remaining here any time, cannot abfolutely 
difpenfe with hiring fumiihed losings; for three rix-dollars a week, you obtain tolerably 
comfortable apartments, and at a lefs rate in cafe of taking them by the month. Very 
little wood is required to heat the rooms, the doves being of an excellent condrudlion. 
Good laquaU de louage^ as well here as elfewhere, are very rare, particularly fuch as fpcak 
French. You may hire glafs coaches at two rix-dollars and a half per day, or at from 
50 to 55 per month, which indeed is the only way to be fecure of having fuch as are de- 
cent, for generally they are both old and incommodious. You pay three copper-dollars 
for a ride from one fpot to another, in a hackney-coach, a plotte for the firll hour, and 
four copper-dollars for each fucceeding one ; but hackney coaches are not to be found 
at all times. 

Society, which ought naturally to be gay, particularly that of women of a certain clafs, 
is ferious and dull. Thefe ladies affeft to give themfelves airs, exped to be treated in 
the fame manner as ladies of the court, and are fond of your killing their hand. It may 
eafily be conceived how greatly this affumption of dignity, in every refpeft fo ridiculous, 
jnud affefl the pleafantry of fociety. 

Although we have extolled the natural probky of the Swedes, we do not pretend in 
this charafter to include the cities, particularly the capital. That bears a perfeft re- 
femblance to other cities of the firll raqk; every .thing is very dear; here as elfewhere 
are robbers, adventurers, and lharpers ; in one word, it is as corrupt as a city can be 
that is filled with inhabitants of all nations. 

The Court of Sweden. Prefentations at court take place every fortnight on Sundays, 
at the inftant of the King leaving his apartment ; which is nfually about feven o’clock. 
The etiquette of this court much refembles that of the court of Verfailles formerly, and 
W many things is abfolutely the fame. The King is always preceded by his grand 
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officers $ he walks round the company, enroraces the wives of the fenators, and fpeaks 
to every one without diftindkion ; but longed; to the minifters and foreigners ; on our 
very 'firft introdu£kion, he converfed with us on the French revolution, and without 
hefitation alluded to that of Sweden in 1772, and the £i£tions in his own counti^y. 
Converiation ended, you fet down to play ; the game is a fort of loto, at which evety 
one Hakes two and a half rix>dollars in paper, neither gold nor filver being feen at the 
table : the Queen only has a feparate table,/ at which Ihe plays at cards ; the Prince 
Royal is by the fide of the table. Handing, the fame as at the levee, and retires as foon 
as the game is done, ilfterwards you go to fupper, at which every thing is condufled 
the fame as was at the French court ; each Princefs has her officers behind her : the 
Gentleman Carver cuts for all, and hands the plates : a baliHer of wood feparates a 
third of the apartment : here the publicis allowed to be: the ladies of the fenators have 
Hools to fet on, which is the only feats to be feen. When the ICing is delirous of fpcak- 
ing to any one, he addrefles him by name, and difmifles him by a nod of the head. 
Supper concludes between ten and eleven o'clock. Strangers that have already been 
prefented, place themfelves by the diplomatic corps ; it is cuHomary to remain to the 
end. 

The Queen embraces the wives of the fenators upon their Hooping to kifs her hand ; 
foreign ladies kifs the hands of the Queen and the Princefles.*. We were prefented to 
the Queen immediately after having been introduced to the King ; as for the Princes 
and Princefles you attend on their day, and are prefented to them in their apartments. 

The following is an anecdote but little known. Charles XII. wrote from Bender for 
an exaft account of the ceremonial of the court of Louis XIV., which was fent to him. 
A fugitive ruined prince, who breathed nothing but war, to require the etiquette of a 
court the moH brilliant in Europe ; what a Angularity ! 

Even before you go to the lUog, you ^dlit ancLare prefented to the Prince Royal j he 
always fpeaks to foreigners, and makes the circuit of his apartment in the fame manner 
as the King. On Thurfdays, the Prince dines in public at one o'clock, at which time 
you pay your court ; we never met with any ladies 09 thefe occaHons. His mode of 
condua is the counterpart of that of his MajeHy : the miiuHers are conHantly with him, 
although they appear oefore his MajeHy but once within a fortnight; they viflt the Prince 
three times in that fpace, which is fomewhat fingular. He is dreH in the Swedilh man- 
ner, without a cloak, his hrir cut clofe round, and without powder. The countenance 
of this young Prince is intereHipg, and befpeaks a we^ Hate of health, notwithHanding 
he is very well ; he is extremely forward confidering his years, and highly engaging. 
His hours of Hudy are exadly regulated ; every day he has right or ten perfons to dine 
with hini, and every thing about him is in the HmpleH Hile. The Prince never dines 
with his Father unlefs when in the country ; he is reHrained from this privilege until he 
aflumes the fword, which he wfll do Hiortly ; this however did not prevent his father 
(on his journey to ^x la Chapelle in 1791,) from declaring him regent, and upon our 
noticing this to his MajeHy, he replied, ** GuHavus Adolphus took a town before he was 
invefled with the fword." This required no anfwer. 

• Some yean ago, the lady of the Imperial Ambaffador^ufeA to fubmit to this ceremony, and expoTed 
lierfelf to a dilagna^ affair at ^ Eachange ball. Without entering into the merits of her motive, 
whether good or bad, it is om opinion, that he aAs moft prudent who foUotra the cuftoms of the country 
die is in, and that all are oarticularly bound not to draw on themfelves in public, any odium by an untoward 
difpofition. Be that at h may, from thst period the Amlnffiidort from the Emperor no longer prefent 
ftheir ladies at court. 

3 « yrc 


wou vu 



394 rORTIA’s TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 

We have obfcrved that the Prince diaes*on Thurfdays in public ; he takes a circle 
round the room both before and after dinner. We faw one day a Dalecarlian who 
had placed himfelf behind every one ; the young Prince perceiving and recognizing 
hftn on account of his characteriitic drefs, made way through the crowd, and coming 
•up, took him by the hand and converfed with him for fome minutes. As foon as he 
quitted him, we perceived this man affecled by fuch a mark of condefcenfion, fall back 
to the window and fhed tears of delight; on this occafion we made refledion, which every 
one has done a thoufand times before, of how little it colls princes to be beloved, how 
much the flighted kindnels in them is valued, and conlequcntly how guilty, or ill ad- 
vifed they muft be, where they fail of procuring for themfclves a plcafure fo gratifying 
^nd fo eafy, as the blcffings of the loweft clafs of their fubjefts. Guflavus III. enjoys 
this happinefe, and his fon follows his fteps : be cannot have a better guide; too young 
as yet to calculate upon the advantage of being cherifhed by his people, a day perhaps 
may come, when he will perceive the value of theft* affedtion for him. He is called to 
reign over a free people, and will learn from his father not to fuffer this liberty to en- 
creafe at the expence of his own ; like him will he unite courage with prudence, and that 
proportion of policy neceflary to a throne, raifed within thefe few years on the wreck of 
ariltocracy, and we dare to prognoflicate he will flourilh ; befides he will have the ad- 
vantage of having ftudied under an excellent mailer, and thus be enabled to fix that 
irrefoiution of the mind natural in a matter of fuch ferious confequence. 

That this article was written before the King’s death, will be evident ; we were far 
from imagining that fuch an atrocious crime would fo fhortly deprive the Prince Royal 
of a fupport and counfellor fo neceflary for him : what was yet far more difficult for us 
to forefee, was that fuch an abominable adtiou would meet with its defenders. 

Suppers of the Court. The King gives a fupper at leafl: twice, and frequently three 
times a week ; on opera nights in tne opera chamber ; the other days at the caflle or 
Haga. Foreigners admitted to his company are conftantly invited. The King is feated 
between two ladies molt commonly at one end of the table. At Haga you do not wear 
a fword, but muft always be either full drefled, or in uniform, the fame as in the city. 
Jn the fummer time, a part of which the King fpends- at Plaga, he invites foreigners like- 
wife to dine with him, which invitation is generally for the whole day. In order to be 
entitled to dine with His Majefty, it is requifitc for a Swede that he fliould at Icaft be a 
. Lieutenant-Colonel, The King indeed, fometimes admits young people to this honour, 
who are not of fuch high rank, but this is efteemed a fpecial favour. As for the King’s 
fuppers they are without ceremony, even when the royal family is prefent, which is fre- 
quently the cafe at the opera; the Queirn and PrincelTes feating themfelves at the middle 
of the table without diftindion. Y ou are waited upon by pages, the principal ones at 
the King’s table are officers, and bear as fuch a dillindive mark, (a handkerchief tied 
round the arm,) as is the cafe with the chief page of the Duchefs of Sudermania, and 
the King’s After. 

I'he two Princeffes each give a fupper once a week, at which foreigners, who have 
been once admitted, require no invitation : they play at quhize ; there is allb a loto, at 
which you may game very low, if fo difpofed. 

I’he education of the pages is much negleded, at the King’s table they wait on every 
one, thofe who arc officers only excepted, who wait on none but the Princes. Thefe 
latter have none of their own. 

You take your leave feverally of all the court, conducted by ‘the miiiifter of your 
nation. 
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Tirjl audience of foreign nmtJiers.----'D\mx\g our ftay at Stockholm, a new envoy from 
Pruflia had his firft audience of the King and royal family ; the following is a defcription 
of the ceremony. A carriage belonging to the court,- in which was the mafler of the 
ceremonies, went to bring the minifter from liis hotel at about half-pall feven at night ; 
the minifter got in ; belicle him fat the minifter from Holland, and in front the mafter 
of the ceremonies. In a following carriage was the Charge d' Affaires of Pruflia. Upon 
his introdudion into the great dining-room, where there w'as a large company colleded, 
it was announced that the King w-as ready to receive the credentials of the new minif- 
ter ; upon this the doors of the audience chamber, which adjoined, W’ere opened. The 
King had his hat on ; he w’as Seated on an arm chair of crimfon cloth, the back of 
which was ornamented with the arms of Sweden, carved in wood and gilt ; he was ad- 
drelTcd in Frencit, and anfwcred in the fame language with inexpreflible grace and dig- 
nity : he had five or lix of the principal officers of his court about him. Upon the mi- 
nifter from Pruflia leaving the prefence, he was afterwards conduced fucceffively to the 
Prince Royal and the other Princes and Princefles. We follot|;ed him to the young 
Prince, who made his fpeech with all the noblenefs of manner and confidence that a 
fovereign the moft accuftomed to thefe forms could poffibly fliew ; we were the only 
fpe€lators upon the occafion. 'I’he minifter was re-condu£ted to his hotel in the fame 
manner, and in the fame carriage, which, by a pleafant chance, has preferved the 
name of a Dutch minifter of whom it was purchafed, and is known by no other appel- 
lation. 

The coaches of ambafladors and fenators only enter the court of the caftle, which is 
very inconvenient for others, the open piazzas under which you walk not Iheltering you 
from the wind. 

The royal caftle is fituated within the city proper, on an eminence, fo that it is vifibJe, 
from every quarter, and forms a ftriking objeft. It is not largo, but its architecture is 
good, and it is altogether one of the prettieft modern palaces in exillence. Le Vayageur 
Hollandais aflerts, that it is larger than that of Copenhagen, but not fo handfomenor fo 
elegantly funiilhed ; precifely the reverfe is the truth. It is built of brick, cafed, the 
roof a rifalmne, was begun by Charles XL, and entirely finilhed by the late King ; it 
forms alraoft a perfeft fquare. The interior court is two hundred and fixty feet by two 
hundred and twenty-four, and has feventeen windows by fifteen ; it is four ftories high, 
three of which are lofty and one low. 'I'he entrance court is femicircular ; the front 
has twenty-three windows in a row; ten Doric columns, joining the wall, fupport an 
equal number of Ionic caryatides, and above them are ten fmall Corinthian pillars, which 
reach the top of the building. The fouth fide, or that of the theatre, has fix lai ge Co- 
rinthian pillars half immerged, crowned with trophies, twenty-one windows, and as w^ll 
as the oppofite fide, is three hundred and twenty-eight feet long. The fourth fide, 
which fronts the fea, has twenty three window's, and is three hundred and fixty four 
lett long ; is fix ftories high, three of which are lofty, and three fmall in the w'itigs 
alone. I’he de logis, which is of nine windows, is but of four ftories, three of 
which are lofty, one low, with three arcades in the midft. To the corps de logis there 
are Compofitc pillars, and at each window of the firft flory two fmall Ionian pillars. 
To the principal corps de logis in the court are nine arcades, the pillars of the Corinthi.m 
order, and two fmall columns to the windows, the fame as in front ; the oppofite fide 
is the iame. 'fhe breadth of the building at the corps de logis of the principal entrance, 
and at two ot'iers, it* 52 feet ; at the two remaining, an arch ferves as a gateway. The 
depth of the building on the fide of the declivity is but forty-two feet ; at the extremities 
of litis Hope are two large jions in bronze. Before one of the fronts of the caftle is a 
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fmall terraced court, of two hundred and fixty feet, from one pavilion to the other, by 
one hundred and thirty-eight ; this ought to be a garden : it has handfome marble ba» 
lifters as well on the quay (or lower) as on the oppofite or higher fide. The pavilions- 
to one ftory have nine windows infide and as many on the quay ; the lower part of the 
pavilions was intended for ap orangery, but is appropriated to other ufes ; it is in ar- 
cades. 

The chapel is very handfome, and well ornamented ; it is one hundred and twenty- 
five feet by forty-two, with a gallery all round ; the ftaircafe leading to it is of marble. 
Th&ftairs are mollly very handfome ; the flabs of (tone of which the flights afe formed 
(fome of them marble) are very beautiful. 

The chamber of the Jlates is oppofite to the chapel, and is precifely of the fame dimen* 
fions ; it is ninety-five feet from the door to the throne, which is thirty feet diflant from, 
the extremity of the roonh. The throne is afcended by eight fteps, owing to the rows 
of feats with which the chamber is fumifhed, being raifed one above the other, as in an 
amphitheatre, from thf entrance. The nobility occupy the fight of the King, the clergy,^ 
burgeffeSy and peafantry the oppofite fide : it is entirely furrounded by a gallery with 
feats ; this apartment is both elegant and noble. Adjoining is that in which the orders 
of knighthood meet,, which is fucceeded by the two chambers in which the fenate for- 
merly aflembled. In the former of thefe three rooms are four pi&ures in tapeftry,, 
which reprefent the battles of Charles XL, given to that monarch by Lewis XIV. 

The King*s apartments. The apartment in which the Kmg has his couch6e in the 
evening is compofed of a grand fquare faloon, adorned with pillars of wood gilt, on 
which are two flatues. Apollo and Venus Callypip ; the face of the latter is that of 
Countefs Hoepken : thefe flatues are of the natural fize in marble, and were fculptured 
by Sergell. lliey front each other, with their backs towards looking-glafles. To this 
fucceeds a large faloon, the furniture of which is of French velvet ; this is an elegant 
apartment, contains a number of plates of glafs, and fix bulls of the reigning family by 
Sergei/. From this faloon you enter a fmall clofet, which ferves as a paflage into the 
gallery ; in it is a bafon of marble, fupported by three fret of a couchant lion, a very 
ancient piece, and three antique flatues, Pifcennius Niger, Juno, and a young man with 
a fwan holding a ferpent in its beak j the. gallery contains a number of fine paintings. 
Two children by Rttl)enst The Judgment of Paris by Coypel. Venus and Adonis by 
Le Maine, which with the preceding make a pair ; both are beautiful, and do honour to 
the French fchool. The four Evangelifts in the fame pidure, by Vandyke or Valentin^ 
very fine. The Virgin by Giordani, the colouring rather too high. Sigifmond on 
horfeback, by Rubens, exquifite. It was bought at an inn by Mr. de Teflin for a ducat. 
A dead partridge, a finiOied performance of Hondeceeter. Venus and Adonis, by Van^ 
dyke , appears as if the painter had had fome other intention on beginning the piece., 
Adonis has very much the appearance of Jefus dead, and being carried to the fepulchre ; 
the head of Venus rcfembles that of the Magdalen by Le Brun. A number of very 
pleafing Flemifh pieces *, fome by Wouvermans. St. Jerome Vandyke ; this painting, 
had received confiderable damage, which has been repaired. Ulyffes and Ajax per- 
fuading Achilles to take up the caufe of the Greeks j a very fine painting, by Lairejfe.. 
A philofophcr with a book in his hand, a precious jewel of Remhrandt ; in this ia given 
a mofl beautiful effed of light. Mercury, faid to be fay Rubens, bought at the cuitom- 
houfe at Antwerp. A fine piece of gamefters playing, (f the fchool of Vandyke •, it ia 
faid to be a reprefentation of the family of Charles 1. A butcher ripping up an ox, by 
Teniers, a fubjefl which he has frequently treated. A likenels of 1 ^ Witt, the grand 
penfioBarj^^ a very handfome painting, attributed to Vandyke. The family of Rub^, 
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by Vandyke. Some birds extremely well executed^ by VanachU 1664. An old woman, 
by Rembrandt. Mercury and Argus, by Simon de Pefaro. Mutius Scsevola, by Pouf- 
fm ; it is a pity this little pi£kure mould have fuSered fo much injury. Sufannah, by 
on wood. The birth of Ericthonius, a fketch of Rubens. The Virgin, by 
Vouet \ an engraving has been made from this. Two beautiful landfcapes,. by Berghen* 
A Virgin, attributed to Holbein. A child, faid to be by Titian, fomewhat damaged. 
Give unto Ca/ar, &c., a fine painting by Lanfranc ; the colour in fome places is faded 
the heads in it are beautiful. Befides thefe, this gallery contains thirteen antique 
marble ftatues; .but that incomparably the molt valuable is Endymion, in the middle of 
the room. This is a piece of exquifite beauty, and worthy of being matched with the 
moll celebrated pieces of antiquity. He is in a lying pofture ; one leg and one arm 
have undergone repair, which might indeed have been better done. The King bought 
this fuperb jewel at Rome in 1784, for the trifling fum of aoodS ducats. Undoubtedly 
the Pope would never have confented to its removal from Rome, had it not been for , 
this Prince. The nine Mufes, bought likewife at Rome with three other pieces for 
3000 ducats, on account of the King ; although- the whole nine be not of equal, merit,, 
or in the moll beautiful antique ftyle, they are not-the lefs valuable.for the (ludy of the 
art, each poffefling fome fine touches, particularly for the infl:ru£tion of the natives of; 
the country, who are deditute of a fingle Greek or even Roman antique without the- 
palace of His Majefty. The drapery is the belt execute part of thefe ftatues. Poly- 
hymnia and Terpfichore are fuperb. Euterpe, Erato,. Clio, and Urania, handfome. 
pieces. Melpomene and Thalia, but ordinary. Calliope is the word of the whole.. 
There are other paintings, which certain journalifts have highly extolled, particularly 
the three Graces, and the nuptials of Amphitrite, attributed to Rubens : thefe we have 
not noticed, from our conceiving them to be only of the fchool of that mafter, forming, 
our opinion upon that of certain connoifleurs as much attached to their country, as men. 
can be, and as well inclined to publilh whatever might; juftly tend to its glory. There is 
an Apollo playing on the lute, which for alength of time was taken fora woman, the 
head being loft ; this ftatUe has been engraven as fuch by Cavacippi. The Pope finding 
a ftatue in an entire ftate with fimilar attributes, the error occafioned by his difguife in 
woman’s apparel was made evident. An ancient Priellefs. A Fawn couchant, a fmalL 
ftatue by Sergell ; the body is extremely beautiful ; it is perhaps the mafter- piece of that 
famous fculptor.— Leaving the gallery you enter a clofet, wliich ferves as a paffage 
here are two Fawns carrying wine budgets, with a woman holding a goblet. — Succeeds 
a parlour, containing a number of paintings. The gratitude of Achilles to the daugh- 
ter of Nicomedes, a pretty piece, attributed to Wanderwerff. The prefenration at the 
Temple, by Tiepolo the younger. The birth of Chrift, as a companion, by the fame 
hand. The triumph of Amphitrite, iaid to be by Rubens; but more truly hy.Diepenbeck^ 
his pupil (this is the painting we have previoufly noticed). A Madona, attributed to 
Corregio. The confpiracy of Zilka, after rfie manner and certainly from the fchool of 
Rembrandt. A portrait of Cromwell, veiv handfome, and in good prefervation. A 
head, the wife of the Parmefan. A head of Chrift, by Albert Durer ; in which the red. 
predominates too much. Silenus, by Rubens, with an epifodc of rather a loofe deferip- 
tion, has greatly fuflered; it is engraved, and is to be found in many colledions. Be^ 
fides thefe, there are a number of other paintings. Some ftatues aud fome bulls are tov 
be feen. Silenus drunk, a fmall ftatue. Achilles when a child, which has undergone 
repair. Two fmall antique Mufes. Columns of marble in lhape of the trunks of trees» 
two dog’s tongues in marble, a fluted pilfar, with a balket for a capital. Two hyppo- 
grii£ns« A iinall antique g9at, *weU executed.. AMrge (ernucopiakulptifKd, ending: 
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with a boar’s head ; this is placed over different pieces of antique fculpture, which forrti 
a very pleafing whole. Two blocks of granitclla, on one of which is depofited an urn, 
or rather a vafe, on which children and birds are fculptured, by a nice hand ; on the 
other is a piece of porphyry, formed into the fliape of a tub. In another apartment is 
the portrait of Charles I., by Vandyke, Four beautiful heads, by Nogari, Chrilt being 
crowned'with thorns, a large painting, taken from a church, the author of which is 
unknown; it is minutely beautiful. An urn with compartments, fupported by four 
lion’s feet. An antique marble feat. A large nm ; on the cover a young linn is leon 
devouring a buM. Two fmall baths, with hermaphrodites. A fmall Ifatue of Paris, 
with one knee on the ground before the apple. A large modern vafe of granite, uu» 
fortunately broken. A handfome antique vafe, with cars to it, of very elegant ftiapc 
and well preferved. BeHdes thefe, you find on the tables or rnantle-pieces of thefe 
apartments, vafes, buds, and bronzes, either antique or copies. — In another apartment 
are a number of large difhes of earthenware, known by the appellation of Rapbael 
ivare\ of it there is a great coIle£fion ; vafes of Swedilh porphyry, of an elegant form 
and fine workmanfliip : fome buds, and a fmall datue of the god i’an. The whole of 
this fuite of apartments is fuperb ; at the end is a tolerably large dining-room, which, 
however, does not correfpond with the red. On the fide is a fmall theatre^, where for- 
merly plays in French were afted; at prefent it ferves as an occafional mnfic room. 
We heard a woman fing here, who mud needs be fixty years of age, fince Ihe fang at 
the confecration of His Majedy’s father in 1751 ; notwithdanding this her manner of 
ringing was excellent, and much fuperior to that of the fingers of the opera of the pre- 
fent time. 

From the fird fquare faloon which we have previoufly noticed, you pafs through a 
narrow paffage to the King’s bed-chamber, in which is the bud of Madame de Brionne ; 
this chamber has a communication with a fmall apartment, ornamented with the portraits 
of the Kings and Queens of France, done with a pen ; the portrait of a lady in black, 
and that of the Baron d’Armfeldt, in a warrior’s drefs, by Vertmuller, a Swede, member 
of the Royal Academy of France. You afterwards afeend, by a very narrow daircafe, 
to a fmall room between the two floors, the ornaments of which are perfedlly beautiful ; 
the defigns by Mafrellter : it contains .a number of bronze figures from the antique, 
prettily didributed in little niches ; from this room you pafs into a chamber which the 
King calls his divan ; it is extremely fmall, and decorated very richly in the 'J'urkifli 
dyle ; it is lighted by two lamps of much tade, fupported by tripods from three to four 
feet high. When lighted, this divan is beautiful. As we entered thefe apartments we 
left our fwords. 

The fecond dory con fids of a number of rooms ; in one of them the King holds his 
levee, the cafe commonly every other day from eleven to twelve. The apartment has 
a grand and fmallcr entrance, and every thing here is regulated upon the fyllem of the 
court of Verfailles. Afterwards follows a very long gallery,, in which the court aflem- 
bles on Sunday evening every fortnight, and next the card -room ; the grand gallery 
communicates with the Queen’s apartments ; from the anti-chamlier, through whicit 
you enter to the levee, and in which their Majedies dine in public, you pafs into the 
council-chamber; this contains a nunibrr of paitstings ; one of fize, a very fine piece, 
by L atrejfc^ reprefenting the detedion of Achilles. The four fathers of the church, in 
one beautiful piece, by Rubens. Suzannah and the eld rs, by the fame, very natural, 
fine, and well preferved. The family of Darius at the feet of .^l?xander, by Trevifani, 
one of his bed works. The portraits of GudavusVafa, of Charles XII., and a bcauti- 
fill- one of Chriftina, by Beck. A bud of Guflavus Adolphus, and the Prince Royal, 
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by Sef'gelt, about whom a child on foot encircles a garland. A bronze buft of Charles 
XII., by Bouchardon the younger. This apartment was to be enlarged ; the defigns for 
the purpofc, projeftcd by MafrelUer, were (hewn to us. It is to be connefted with the 
neighbouring chamber, that contains a painting by Gagnerotf which reprefents the Pope 
accompanying the King to the Mufeum. 

It is in contemplation to eftablifli a Royal Mufmum, which is to hold all The collec- 
tions made by the celebrated Nicodemus Tefftn^ to whom are owing the handfoirteft build- 
ings in Stockholm ; by his I'on Charles Gultavus, of equal celebrity as a connoiffeur of 
the arts and llatefman ; by Queen Louifa Ulrica, the worthy filler of the great Frederic ; 
and by Gultavus 111., the full King who travelled to promote the arts, which formed 
his chief delight. In this Mufaum is to be depofited the whole of the antique fpccitnens 
collefled by them, than which, out of Italy, it would be difficult to produce a more 
precious collcdion. The Endymion, Apollo, Minerva, and the nine Mufes, will form 
its chief beauties in fculpture. It is to contain paintings; drawings by great mailers, 
of which there arc thirteen enormous volumes; engravings, mollly proofs; the belt 
works on the arts ; Etrufean vales, bronzes, medals, and ancient and modern coins, the 
number of which amounts to twenty thoufand, the union of three valuable colleflions, 
&c. 

From this profpc£lus one can but form a favourable idea of the intended Mufisum. 
Mr. de Fredenheira, whom we lhall Ihortly mention, is occupied with thisiellablilhment, 
as intendant of all the King’s colleftions in the department of the arts. This appoint- 
ment does him honour, and will certainly not be blamed by thofe who, like us, have the 
happinefs of knowing him. 

Theatres. They have four theatres. The grand opera in the Swedilh language, at 
which there are performances on Mondays, and occafionally on Thurfdays ; the aflors 
arc pretty good; Mr. Kq/icn is the firll finger, who is of impofing appearance, and 
plays in a noble llyle ; notwithftanding which one Hill feels there is fomewhat in his 
manner to look fur. Madame Muller Ts pofielfcd of great talents, but withal has a 
Danilh accent, in our opinion, very difagreeable : her hulband is an excellent violin 
player. The dancing part, managed by a Frenchman, is very tolerable. Mademoifellc 
Baffi (who, however, w'e believe has fince left them) was the firll dancer; Ihe perform- 
ed at Paris fome years back. The drell'es are extremely rich, and propriety of collume 
moll critically adhered to ; as for feenery, they may in this article vie with the moll ele- 
gant theatres ; and in point of machinery, the moll difficult fpeftator has nothing to 
condemn. Within five months, that is to fay, in courfe of two or three-and-twenty 
nights’ reprefentations, we were prefent at nine dift’erent operas, three of which na- 
tional. Gujiavus Vafa in particular is extremely curious ; the feenery of the firll aft, 
which reprefents the court of Chrilliern, is exquifitely beautiful. The fubjeft is, for 
the natives of the country, of a very interelling nature, and is corapofed by him the bell 
qualified to appreciate the great qualities of this Prince *. The mufic of the piece by 
NaumanHf is frequently very fine ; of the merit of the compofition we were unable to 
judge, but v/ei'e told that the verfes were excellent. In the opera of Eleftra, likewife, 
there is a beautiful feene ; one of a new defeription, and extremely, rich in Thetis and 

* The King has framed the Ikeleton of feveral operas and many SweiHfti pieces ; he is extremely partial 
to the lUge, is well acauainted with it, and an excellent judge pariieuUrly of French pieces v often is he 
the only perfoii who feels ajid applauds certain paffages ; much of the delicate ftrokts of a language efcaping 
thofe who eyeti fpeak it fluently, uiilefs it be fundamentally acquired ; but the King underllands the French 
language cqiuilly well with the beibinfonned Freachman. (This article we have left exadlly as it was ori- 
ginally couqtofed.) 

Feleus, 
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Feletts, a very old opera) the muHc oi which is but indifferent, notwIthftandiflgthepro» 
du£lioQ of an Italian, but remarkable on account of its b^g rehearfed on the evening 
of the memorable day on which -the revolution took place in 1772, at which ithearfal 
the King was prefent till eleven in the evening, evihcing the greateft tranquillity, and 
apparently intent on nothing but the opera, fo much fo, in Ihort, that many perfons who 
liad heard a rumour of it, iiould not be perfuaded it would take place on the morrow. 

For the chief feats at the opeifa you pay thirty^'two {killings. Provided you have no 
fear in the boxes, it is ufual to fit in the pit ; but a foreigner of any notoriety eafily ob* 
tains a place either in the box of the miniftw of his nation, or in fome other. In the 
winter on thofe days on which there are performances, the King Alps at the opera, with 
a great compmy, and thofe ftrangers admitted to his fodety, are conftatitly invited. He 
has reierved for bis own ufe a very elegant apartment there, m which is a painting by 
Depr^s, (an artifl: of whom, we (hall fpeak as we proceed :) it reprefents the Emperor 
Jofeph aM the King of Sweden in the church of St. Peter, at Rome, with the Pope of- 
ficiating. A number of figures are very ftriking likeneffes. 

'Hie theatre is handfome, and the coup d’oeil it affords very pleafing ; the ffage is 
huge. This building forms one of the lides of the north-lquare, and has a very fine ef- 
fed. The palace of the Princefs Sophia Albertina, the only one who has apartments 
without the palace, is oppofite, and in mrchitedure perfe&ly correfponds. The capitals 
of the columns of the front are of iron, founded by Afplund, In the veftibule ^e to 
be columns of granite, now polifhing near the north-bridge. 

The French theatre is only comparable to one of our provincial ftages ; but for a 
Frenchman it mult be pleafing to meet with performances of his nation, in the very bo- 
•fom of the north. M*** was fora long time the principal a£tor at this theatre, and it 
was imagined that the unmeafured bounty of the lUng would have induced him to re- 
main, but M*** has demcaiftrated, that fenfe and confidorable talents can be united to 
a corrupt heart, and the foulefl; ingratitude. His behaviour towards the King, and the 
manner in which he left Sweden (to pace the boards of the fifth play-houfe in Paris,) 
would havedilgraced anyone but himfelf. They play on Wednemys and Fridays at 
the French theatre* On the other days of the week, in the fame houfe which Js built 
of wood, is very mean, and very inconvenient * ; the company of national aftors per- 
form ; this company was l^ely compofed under the aufpices of His Majefty, md has al- 
ready arriv^ at a fingular degree of perfedion, the fhortnefs of, the time confidered ; 
the King interefis himfelf greatly in the improvement of the adors, to which circum- 
fiance the fpeed of their progrefs is to be attributed. Coftume is always rigidly attended 
to among them, and their dreffes are very good. They perform botn tragedy and co- 
medy. For the chief places at them, as well as the French performances, you pay 
twenty-four (killings. The latter company, fm'ce the death of the King, has been dif- 
miffed. 

The fourth theatre may be compared to that of our bouleyai^ds, as well for the place 
atfelf, as the company which refort to it} at this they play trifling pieces and comic 
operas. 

In fummer they only ad once in a fortnight, as almoft every body at this feafon is in 
the country ; this is but a (lender privation. 

During carnival a mafqued ball is given every Friday, at leaft this was the cafe during 
our refidence there ; the price of a ticket of admiflion is twenty-four (kil lings. Yon 
cannot enter the theatre unleis id a maik or domino, but may go*mto the upper boxe^ 

* Xt wia deftroyed in 
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whence you enjoy c\ery thing, that is to fay, plenty of duft, and fcents ; thefe are not 
reforted to by good company. The King never niifled a mafked ball : although foon 
diftinguilhed, he was friendly to the licence afforded under a malk, and was not ^pleaf* 
ed when direfted on himfelf. 

The Wardrobe of the opera is immenfe. In no theatre are the a&ors, dancers, &c. 
better dreffed ; nay many of the characters, habited in ferge at Paris, are dreffed in 
filk here. The orcheilra is compofed of more than forty muficians, who play tolerably 
Well ; without including thefe, there are nearly two hundred perfons attached to the 
theatre as adtors, chorus-fingers, dancers, &c. The corps de ballet alone, is compofed 
of ninety performers, who all appear when neceffary. This play.houfe occupies, almolt 
continually, ninety tailors. 

This was the ftate of the theatres in 1791. We cannot anfwer for changes which 
may fmee then have happened, and have no- doubt that many will have taken place fince 
the death of Guftavus III. ; views of oeconomy (certainly very wifely conceivedywill have 
induced the Regent to diminilh expences, regarded as futile and ilbplaced by the parti, 
zans of the prefent government, willing, upon all occafions, to condemn what was in- 
ftituted by the laft. They cannot imagine that the fums of money, employed in fup- 
porting.feveral theatres, are as wifely expended as upon miftreffes j yet muft it be al- 
lowed, that by the firff method of fquandering more people receive advantage than by 
the latter. 

The Abbe Vogler, in general, leads the band at the opera ; he poffeffes a great por- 
tion of talent ; is an excellent mufician, but exccntrically original,, nay even to charla- 
tanifm. To give an idea: We were prefent at a concert, (abfolutely given by himfelf,) 
on the organ of the German chapel j among other things announced was. The people* s 
love for a patriot Kingt which he pretended to exprefs on the organ. 

The following are the exafl: dimenfions of the opera : 

It was erefled between 1776 and 1782. It is a fquare building, two hundred and 
ten Swediih feet in length, by one hundred and fifty in width, and fifty-feven high. Its 
front is with columns and pilailres of the Corinthian order. The theatre is in the mid- 
dle o^the building, and on each fide are apartments. It is in the fhape of a truncated 
ellipfis, the greateft diameter or length of which is fifty-fix feet, the fmaller diameter, 
which makes the breadth, being forty-eight j there are four rows of boxes, each row 
confining of twenty-one ; the fiage is eighty-two feet deep, and as many broad. 

On each fide of the theatre is an apartment for the King, one for the director, one 
for the manager, two tiring rooms, and twenty-four clofets for the aSors ; a painter’s 
room, a carpenter's, two coffee-rooms, and a tavern. 

This theatre, with all its appendages, coft building 180,000 crowns banco •, (nearly 
a million French,) the machinery, the furniture of the King’s apartments, and the fee- 
nery of the firft opera, included. 

In 1792 the building of a new play-houfe was begun, to replace the French opera, 
the deftrudion of which has had a good effe£l for the profpeft of the fquare before the' 
cafile. The new theatre is to be in the ancient arfenal, near St. James's. 

* 40.000!. fterling. 
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Chap. IV . — State of the Arts and Sciences.’^ Acadmks,’^Kmg*s Library»^^(d>inett 

of Natural Hijlory. — Cabinet of Models.— ^Gymnafut*-^PiAlic Schools.— Academy of 

Painting.— -Patriotic Society. 

It cannot be difTetnbled that the number of learned Swedes is very inconilderable; 
people read but little in general in Sweden, and are at very little pjuns for information | 
the nobility efpecially may be looked upon as ignorant ; the clergy there, as almoil 
every where, are the bed; informed ; yet in this clafs few are con^icuous. The late 
Kng, however, 'left the fciences in a far more improved flate than that in which he 
found them ; the academies, gymnalia, and fchools, all felt the benefit of the enlight- 
ened tafte of the fovereign. 

The academies of Stockholm are three in number, exclufive of that of punting; 

The Academy of Sciences, founded in i739,conlids of a hundred Swedim members, 
and a confiderable number of fora^ aifociates. Every three months it publifhes its 
memoirs in the Swedifh language ; its Prefident, likewife, is nominated every quarter t 
it has no honora^, that is to fay ufelefo members, a fii^ularity we much admire. It 
has two perpetual fecretaries ; the csfoinet of natural hiffory, and the obfervatory, of 
which we foall fpeak prefently, belong to the academy. The only fund it receives from 
government, confifts in its exclufive privilege of felhng almanacs, which produces an- 
nually about two thoufand rix*dollam : ite other revenues are derived from the gene- 
rofity of a number of citizens in eafycircumftances, among which M. Sahlgren, of 
Gottenbui^g, ftands foremoft. A part of the library of the academy is a donation of 
M. Rofenadler ; it contains fome valuable works~-a Swedifh Bible, in fmall folio, printed 
at Up]^, ini 541 , with wooden prints ; a New Teftament, in quarto, Stockholm, 1 549 ; 
wooden prints, very rare; a New Teftament, the firft printed in Sweden, Stockholm, 
1531, very rare ; tim is a finall folio, has fuffered from fire, and is not complete— the 
B^les of Duke Charles (Charles IX.), rare, on account of its bring prohibited : the 
whole of its firft apartment is filled with books in. the Swedifh language. It is affirmed, 
that it contains all the works publiflied in that tongue, but for this we are for from 
vouching. In a fmall room adjoimng, are the memoirs of difterent academies, fome 
voyages, works on natural hiftory, phyfics, &c. Such as treat of aftronomy are at the 
obfervatory. 

The cabmet of natural hiftory is confided to the care of M. Sparmann, Dodor of 
Phyfic, known by his travels in Africa^ and his refearches into natural hiftory ; he has 
enriched this cabmet with a number of curious objefts jpollefled in his travels, either 
when by himfelf or with Captain Cook. The cabinet is clafled according to the fyftem 
of Linnsus. When any fubje£t occurs which is pofitively new, M. Sparmann ex- 
plains it at the fittings of the academy, at which the Swedifh language alone is fpoken*. 
In this colleAion we faw a great number of animals preferved‘in fpirits of wine.— The 
member of a rhinoceros.— Mur pumHio from Afiica.— An amphibious moufe.— The 

* Wc remarked before that the tranfafiions of the academy were publiflied in the Swedifli language. 

It is our opinion that the Swedifh language is not fuificiently diffufed, not well enough known, even to the 
literary world, to jullify the omiffion bn the part of the academy, of publifhing them in two languagei, or 
at lean in one m(>rc generally known. Many Swedifli authors have to attribute to this circumftaoce the 
fmall fale of their ]>ub!icationK, and the little fame they acquire. If Linnxuf had written in his own tongue 
he would nut have had Icfs merit it is true, but txrtainly left celebrity. 
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foetus of a Hottentot.— j^utator , — The venomous lizard of Africa.— A flying li- 
txcdL,—Rana tyfhonia with large ears .— paradoKa in its diflercnt progreflions, from 
its firfl: formation to its perfed ftate.— A lizard, which M. Sparmann informed us he was 
unable to kill by piercing its heart and brain feveral times with a (harp piece of fleel ; nor 
could hefucceed but by unmerfing it in fpirits of wine. LacertaAmboinenfu very rare. — A 
Foetus.— A moufe. — ^Several cafes of lizards and frogs. — Serpents from America, the 
Indies, and the South Sea, many of which of the mod venomous kind, with very flat 
heads. — Fijh , — Flying filh from the Red Sea, fof Egypt) and others. — Worms of all 
fizes, a- very complete colleflion.— Scorpions.— He^ of African wild boars, with ivory 
horns, brought by M. Sparmann. — Pieces of cloth made from the bark of trees from 
Otaheite and North America. — Boxes of (tones taken out of the bladder. — Animals . — 
Elephants* teeth. — Elephants* tails with branches of hair at the end, very rare.— Infers 
of Japan in copper, fo well painted and imitated as to deceive examination.— Shells, a 
fmall colledion, but which comprizes nothing curious.— Arms of the iflanders of the 
South Sea.— A large piece of red coral. In this fame apartment may be feen the Mu- 
faum Carlfonianuniy a very valuable work } it is the colleftion of birds of M. Carlfon, 
engraved and illuminated with the nicefl: care: many birds to be feen there were never 
drawn before. In 1791 four volumes were publifhed, each volume at 10 rix>dollars. 
In another room we (aw (hoes, caps, &c. of Americans and Hottentots, Chinefe inflru* 
ments, a box of Chinefe medicines, with an explanatoiy book by a French mifllonary ; 
arms, jewels, and ornaments of Hottentots, the inhabitants of New Zealand, and the 
South Sea. A necklace made of the legs of the red parrot, &c. The cabinet and U- 
brary are in the houfe belonging to the academy in the dty. 

The Objhrvatory, It is at a diftance in the northern fuburbs, -and placed on an in* 
confiderable eminence : M. Nkander, the aftronomer, has the direction of it. Its ho» 
rizon is of no great extent, fcarcely commanding a fcope of more than a Swediih mil^ on 
account of the rocks with which the neighbourhood is furrounded. The inflruments 
are on the ground floor ; they are contained in feveral apartments, are few in number, 
and none any wife notable ; a fourth apartment, which is very fmall, holds a libcaiy 
analogous tb the inflitudon but of no great extent. Wintry nights are the bed for ob- 
fervanon, the iky being feldom free from clouds, at any other time ; the excefllve cold • 
however is an obflacle which frequently impedes the neceflary attention to obfervations, 
on account of there being no tire allowed. There are no funjds attached to the obfer- 
vatory; it participates (as forming part of the academy) in the produce of the (ale of 
Almanacks } the profeflbr had not a fuygle Audent. 
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ExtraSI of the Meteot^okgical Obfervations make at Stockholm, according to the Thermome* 
tcrs of Cel/ius and Reatmur. The firjl marks nothing at the freezing Point, and too'* 
at that of boiling Water; that is to fay, that 5° (f Cel/ius make 4° of Reaumur, 


The greateft Cold and Heat from 1770 to 1790*. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of iicat. 

Cell] us. 

Reaumur. 

Celfius 

Reaumur.'' 

1770 

16 March, 

*3 


9 Aug. 

27 

21 1 

1771 

7 Feb. 

21 

i6j 

7 June, 

27 

21 i 


14 Feb. 

26 

20^ 

30 J“iy» 

28 

2Zr 

*773 

3 Feb. 

16 


22 July, 

29 

*3? 

»774 

17 Jan. 

*3 

18^ 

18 June, 

28 

22» 

»773 

25 Jan. 

19 


7 Aug. 

29 

»3l 

1776 

27 Jan. 

22 

>71 

27 July, 

31 


1777 

20 Feb. 

20 

16 

28 May, 

27 

**? 

1778 

26 Jan. 

19 

>5; 

22 July, 

29 

234 

1779 

22 Jan. 

10 

8 

10 Aug. 

28 

2'» * 
*15 

1780 

12 Jan. 

>9 

IS' 

23 July* 

27 


1781 

24 Jan. 

18 

>4* 

12 Aug 

3* 

«4'’ 

178* 

15 Feb. 

>3 

i8» 

27 July, 

H 

•9' 

1783 

19 Jan. I 

>9 

iSi 

30 July, 

3* 

»4* 

1784 

30 Jan. 


i8» 

9 July* 

29 

*31 

178s 

1786 

27 Feb. 

5 March, 

*7 

22 

2i1 

»7? 

i July, 
22 June) 

27 

29 

2I| 

*3; 

1787 

27 Jan. 

II 


14 June, 

25 

20 

1788) 

3 ^March, 

*3 

18* 

15 Jufyf 

29 

*3* 

1789 

12 Jan. i 

»4 


15 June, 

30 

24 

1790 

5 March, 

II 

84 

30 July. 

*3 

I8.| 


The greateft variations of the barometer take place in the four firft and four l^ft 
months of the year : they are between 24" 20' and 26° 46' : the fcale of the barome- 
ter being divided into digits and hundredth parts. It muft however be remarked that 
thefe digits are fuch as are ufed by the engineers and geometricians, and of which the 
Sweedim foot contains ten } workmen divide the fame foot into twelve digits. 

The 

• Note of tranflation. The fcale of Celfiiis ia in ufe in Sweden, partly in Denmark, and in fome other , 
countries of the north ; that of Reaumur ia France and many parts of the continent. As in England the 
fcale of Fahrenheit is principally in ufe, its corrcfpondcnce with tliat of Celfius is given below. 

The freezing point of Celfius is o% and that of boiling water ioo° ; as therefore the freezing point of 
Fahrenheit is 32% and that of boiling water 212% making a difierence of iSo** ; it follows that the degrees 
of Fahrenheit's fcale will be in addition or fubtraftion from 32% as 180® to ico", or as 9 to 5 j upon wliicU 
computation the fubjoined fcale is calculated. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of heat. 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

1770 

1771 

1772 

1773 
>774 

•775 

16 March, 
7 Feb. 

14 Feb. 

3 Feb. 

17 Jan. 

25 Jan. 

23 

31 

26 

16 

23 

•9 

9^ below 0 
55 below 0 
147 below 0 

9f below 0 
2 i below 0 

9 Ang. 

7 June, 
30 July, 
32 July, 
18 June, 
7 Aug. 

27 

27 

28 

29 

28 

29 

80J 

8o| 

82^^ 

84*, 

• 82; 
844 
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The fame obfervations made at Upfal has given the following refult. 

Years. 

Dates, 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of heat. j 

Celfius. 

Reaumur 

Fahrenheit. 

Ccliius. 

Reaumur. 

Fahrenheit. 

*774 

17 Jan- 

•5“ 

12“ 

, • 5 " 

•5 Jnne. 

28" 

2 2^* 

8a^* 

1775 

25 Jan. 

26 

20^ 

14“^ below 0 

7 Aug. 

,31V 

‘ 5 ‘i 

89 

1776 

27 |an. 

21 

i6t 

5 4 below 0 

8 July, 




•777 

19 Feb. 

27 

at? 

1 6 1 below 0 

28 May, 

28| 

22i 

8?; 

1778 

26 Jan. 

23 

i8f 

9 ] below 0 

2 2 July, 


24" 

87 ^ 

1779 

22 Jan. 

I 4 i 



July, 

28 

22? 

82? 

1780 

5 Feb. 

25 

20 

13 below 0 

4 Aug 

28 

22?^ 

Sr? 

1781 

a j Jan. 

261 

2't 

15 i below 0 

7 Aug 

33 

26f 

91? 

1782 

jj Feb. 

27l 

22 

1 7 i below 0 

20 June, 


20f 

77 ro 

•783 

29 Dec. 

22 

^ 7 } 

7 ^ below 0 

20 July, 

30 

*4 

86 

1784 

4 Jan. 

25i 

20x 

13 f below 0 

4 June, 

28 

22: 

82* 

2785 

27 Feb. 

27 

2l| 

164 below 0 

25 June, 

25 

70 

77 

1786 

7 Jan. 

24 


1 1 ] below 0 

22 June, 

29 

23 ' 

841 

J787 

27 Jan. 

•.1 

12 

i ^ , 5 ® 

12 June, 

26 

20t 

78 t 

1788 

17 Dec. 

26 

20^ 

114 4 below 0 

22 June, 

30 

24 

86 

1789 

12 Jan. 

28I 

22 + 

1 9 1 below 0 

8 July, 

29 

23* 

84; 

1790 

iS Dec. 

224 

18 

I H f below 0 

3 ^ July- 

261 

1 i 65 

79/ 

The mean height of the thermometer for the whole year at .Upfal, 
rics between + 7, 26 and 4, 43 

is nearly + 5I ; it va- 


Academy of belles Icttres^ hiftory^ and antiquities. From its title this academy ought to 
have full employment ; it is however far from being much occupied, if report fpcak 
true j it correfponds with our academy of infcriptions, to which it may be compared, 
with this difference only, that in our opinion we have the advantage in the nuniber of 
good works (refpeft being had to proportion) which have been publilhed by the two 
i'oeieties. 


Tabic— continued. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. | 

Dates. 

Degrees ot heat. 

Celiius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Ccilius. 1 Fahrenheit. j 

1776 

27 Jan. 

22 

7} below 0 

27 July, 

3 ‘ 

87^ 

>777 

20 Feb. 

20 

4 below 0 

28 May, 

27 

80^ 

1778 

26 Jan. 

•9 

2^ below 0 

22 July, 

29 

Hi 

•779 

22 Jan. 

10 


10 Aug. 

28 

S2\- 

1780 

12 Jan. 

*9 

2 \ below 0 

*3 Jn'y- 

*7 

ho] 

1781 

24 Jan. 

18 

below 0 

12 Aug. 

3 * 

Hi 

1782 

15 Feb. 

*3 

95 below c 

27 July, 

24 

7 ^t 

•783 

'9 Jan. 

*9 

2 * below 0 

30 July, 

3 * 


1784 

30 Jan. 

23 

9* below 0 

9 J«'y> 

29 

84’ 

1785 

Feb. 

27 1 

16^ below 0 

1 July, 

27 

«o.. 

2786 

5 March, 

22 

7y below 0 

22 June, 

29 

845 

1787 

27 Jan. 

11 


14 June, 

25 

77 

1788 

3 March, 

23 

9^ below 0 

'S JnJy. 

29 

841 

1789 

12 Jan 

24 

I li- below 0 

13 June, 

30 

86 

1790 

y March, 

1 1 

12J 

,0 jiilv. 

23 

73: 


* CoTrefponding to Fahrenheit for the mean heat, and 13“ ai»d 8" for the extreme variations in 

different years. 
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rera (or moram) egi apud Newerk in comitatu Slothingui, et Ibidem quamplures de 
infinnitatibus fubfcriptis curavi.” This manufcript is in vellum ; it is rolled up, is of 
great length, and divided into columns thus, 

Reprefentations Account of their Anatomical Account of Figures- 
of the lick complaints and figures, &c. for difeafes. 
perfons. remedies. labours, &c. 

By the fide of each reprcfentation of a fick perfon, the nature of the malady is def- 
cribcd, with the remedy uled. Above the reprefentations of labours, are explanatory 
jiotes. 

• In the number of complaints, of which he has written pretty much at large, few are 
omitted. One is mentioned, rather extraordinary for the time in which it was written, 
the following is an exadl copy of the original text : Pro morbo qm Jicitur ebaud ptjft'i 
(the adjeftive in the mafeuline gender.) The author thus fpeaks of a cure that lie 
elfefted. Qitidam miles nobilis Duds Lancajiria apud Algezis (in Hispanid), Hijloria 
curata a Johanne Arderiam tortuva oris. 

Cabinet of natural hijiory ; it is under the direftion of M. Engefiroeum, before whofe 
appointment there was none ; he is a profeflbr of chemiflry , and has to teach gratis four 
pupils : at the time wt. vvere there he had but one, which tends to confirm what he 
ohierved to us, that chemiftry and mineralogy, fciences of the utmoft importance to 
Sweden, are very little regarded. This cabinet when we faw it, was not yet arranged: 
it is in the building where the mint is kept, the edifice is new, tolerably fpacious, and 
fituated at the end of the bridge, at the entrance of what is, properly fpeaking, the city : 
the portal has four columns funk in the wall, without any pedeftal ; they are too large for 
the building, and fail of efie£l. In the fame building is the magazine of polillied por* 
phyry and granite ; the former from the quarries of Elfdel. The council of mines alfo 
hold their fittings here. In the hall are the portraits of Charles XL the founder, and 
of all the prefidents of that department. In one of the antichambers arc a number of 
paintings reprefenting different views of the infide of Swedifli nunes : the artill haa 
managed the fubjeft extremely well, and fo as to have a very fine effeft. In order to 
obtain a fele£t collefiion of Swedifh minerals, you have but to addrels yourfelf to Mr. 
Engerilroeum, if the fpecimens be fmall the price is four fiullings each, if large, fixteen 
ll^illings, or a plotte. A thoufand fpecimens form a very handfome collection. 

Cabinet of Models. This is adjoining the church of Ridderholm, in the former psdace 
of the King, a place which now ferves for a court of juftice. This cabinet confifts of a 
fpacious hall, in which arc ranged the models of various inventions, of greater or.lefs 
antiquity, and of improvements to different previous difeoveries : among the oeconomi- 
cal models, you fee mills, machines for fowing grain, threfhing, cutting draw, &c. 
There are hydraulic engines, furnaces ufed in the mines, plans of the manner the pumps 
are acted upon, and the mineral drawn up. Models of lightdioufes for the fecurity of 
navigation. An arm chair, in which you may readily wheel yourfelf about. A. ma- 
chine which points out the range of a lliot or bomb when fired from gun or mortar, 
and many others too tedious to enumerate, but which merit obfervation. Many pieces 
arc the invention of the famous engineer Polheitiit and a Hill greater number by M- 
Norbergt father of the prefent director, who has travelled a great deal in Ruifia, par- 
ticularly in Siberia, and is confidered as very well informed in whatever regards me- 
chanics. You pay 24 (killings to the porter on admittance to the’ cabinet. 

Gymnafta. Gymnafia are eflablilhed in almoft all the provinces; and are general in 
the capital. Young people in thefe, ftudy an abridgement of the theological works 
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>e)f fienzelius, and to learn latin, explain Virgil, Titus Livy, Quintus Curtius, and Sallufl. 
1’he inl'peftion of the gymnafia, and bther fubaltcrn fchools, is the province of the 
bifhops. The progrefs of the fclwlars depends wry much on the attention paid to thdr 
charge by thefe ecclefiaftics : proofs of which we faw. 'I'he courle of (ludy in thefe 
gymnalia was appointed by Frederic the Firlt in « 7^4 ; thofe perfons called profeflbrs in 
univerlities, are here called readers ; each gynmafium has feven or eight, they are paid 
from the corn which the King receives out of the tythes paid by the farmer, of which 
tylhes two thirds belong to the King, the remaining third to the rector. 

Public Schools. Each parilh church has its public fchool : the Swedilh fchools are 
fubjeft to particular inl'pcftion, divided by diocefes, and are independent one of the 
other. The German fchool at Stockholm is under the infpedlion of two German paf- 
tors ; in thefe aig taught religion, geography, the Grecian and Roman hiftory, and the 
French language. One general law regulates the whole of the Swedilli fchools with 
regard to inllruction ; the courfe to be purfued in the education of the pupils is pre- 
feribed, and tlie falary to be paid is cftablilhed, although it varies according to the de- 
fciiption of fchools. Scholars are admitted at eight or nine years of age, and remain 
until eighteen or nineteen. The young people generally go from thefe to college, and 
particularly to the univerfily of XJpfal; rarely finifhing their ftudies at fchool. The 
current charge of education is from one to two rix-dollars per .juarter: families in 
cafy circumftanccs, inftead of paying any rate, make prcfenls to the profelfors or in- 
fpedors. 

Academy of Pamtin^. This was founded by Count Teflin ; the direftor goes out 
every three years, and is nominated by the members of the tcad ay. It has four pro- 
fefl'ors, each of whom a£ls during his quarter, and receives, during i.iis fervice, 100 liv. 
monthly. The profeflbrs in 1791 were Mcflrs. Mafrelier, Sergell, Guilbert, and Pafeh. 
The regulations of this academy are modelled pretty clofely after thofe c ' Paris ; the 
diflribution of prizes is after the fame manner precifely. It ’s a gratuitous fchool, the 
pupils providing themfelves only with crayons and paper; ^ .e King gives 12 000 lives 
annually to this edablilhment ; the houfe was left as a legacy I j Mr. .le; er the fame 
who caft the ftatues of'Guftavus Vafa, and Guftavus Adolphus. The iai.er was fo 
badly caft, that it would poffibly have been cheaper to have re-founded it, fo m ch 
chipping did it require. The academy has a moft beautiful coll 'lb. jf models from 
the antique in plaifter, prefented to Charles XI. by Lewis XIV., rid p.art of the bas- 
rcliefs of 'rrajan’s column, which were modeled entire by order of the King of France. 
During our Itay, there was an exhibition of paintings ; amongf them were eight or ten 
portraits by Breda, the chief merit of which were their rcfemblauce. Except thefe, 
there was not one piclurc worthy of notice. There were many archite6lural pieces of 
defigns and ftudies of the pupils, and a handfome pitlure in embroidery, reprel'cnting a 
naval engagement, an aftonifliing performance 

C’ertain amateurs at Stockholm have founded an Acadimy of Mufitk ; for fome years 
it has fuftained itfclf, which is as much as can be faid. During part of the winter 
moniljs, it gives a concert once a week at the exchange hall. 

Patriotic Society. 'I'iiis was foiiaded by individuals, and is occupied in oeconomical 
matters alone. The aiftis 'bcrvrfary in 1791, was Mr. Fifeherftroeum ; he was em- , 
ployed on a large oeconotn. didionary, three volumes of w'hich had made their ap> 
pearance. 'fhe tranfadions -^f this fociety fdl feveral volumes in 8vo. in the Swedilh 
language j the number of .is members is imreftricled ; the fociety augmenting it at 
plcafure. Its revenue is derived from the annual contributions of its members ; each 
upon his admiflion fpecifying the fum he can atford. The number is pretty confider- 
voL. VI. 3 o, able. 



FORTIA’s travels In ewAUfiPK 


410 

able, as the fociety has eftabllflied a correrpondence with many provinces of the king- 
dom. It diftributes prizes annually among hufbandmen and fervants. 

We deem this a proper place for the infertion of the following differtation on the 
lantka of Rudbcck, a work but little known out of the fphere of the learned— 

01. Rudbeckii Atlaniica^Pan l—W.—Upfalia, 1675 — ly 02, folio. 

OlfRudbecks Atland Mcr Manheini etc. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlantica five Manhdm, 
vera Japheti pofterorum fodcs ac patria, ex qua non tantum monarchre et reges ad totum 
fere orbem reliquum regendutn ac domandum ftirpefque fuas in eo condendas, fed etiam 
Scythte, Barbari, Afae, Gigantes, Gothi, Phryges, Trojani, Amazones, Thraces, Li- 
byes, Mauri, Tufei, Galli, Cimbri, Cimmerii, Saxones, German!, Suevi, Longobar- 
di, Vandali, Heruli, Gepida;, 'feutones, Angli, Pi£lorcs, Dani, Sicambri, alilque vir- 
tute clari et celebres populi olim exierunt. Upfala:. excudit Henricus Curio, S. R. M. 
et Academise Upfal.- Bibliopola. A. ifi 75 » *n folio, pp. 891, escluftve of the dedication 
and preface in three pages. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands cller Manheims andra deel. See. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantic^ 
five Maheimii pars fecunda, in qua folis lunae, ac terrte cultus defcribitur, omnifque adeo 
fuperftitionis hujufee origo parti Sueoniae feptentrionali, terrte puta cimmeriorum vindi- 
cator, ex qua deinceps in orbem reliquum divulgata eft : idque feriptorum non tantum 
domefticorum, fed etiam externorum, maxime vero veterum atque doaillimarum fabu- 
larum fide, quarum explicatio genuina nufquam ante hanc noftram in lucem prodiit. 
Accedunt demonftrationes certiffimae quae feptentrionales noftros in maxime genuinum 
folis ac lunae motum, indeque pendentem accuratilfimam temporum rationem, multo 
et prius et felicivis, quam gentem aliam ullam olim penetraffe, ac etiam alia multa ad 
hanc ufque diem incognita declarant. Upfalae excudit Henricus curio S. R. M. et Acad. 
Upfal. Bibliopola. anno 1689, in folio, pp. 672, without the preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheims tridie Deel &c. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlanticac feu 
Manheimii pars tertia, in qua vetuftilfima majorum noftrorum Atlantidum lapidibus, fago 
atque cortici Runas fuas incidendi ratio,' una cum tempore quo ilia primum coeperit, 
exponitor. Deinde aurei numeri fingulis annis tributi, et fignorum coelefiium, quae 
ad Graecos et Latinos funt tranflata, vera origo ac fignificatio traditur. Turn fex 
illae adiluvioNoachi proximae aetates, atque in illis prima Atlantidum noftrorum reipub- 
licae forma deferibuntur ; quae migrationes et bella fubBoreo feu Satumo ejufque filio 
Thoro feu Jove gefta funt recenfentur ; et denique Scytharum, Phoenicum, et Amazo- 
num hie ducibus in Indo. — Scythiam et Phoeniciam feu Paleftinam a Sueonia faftae ex- 
peditiones enarrantur. Quibus omnibus Mythologise per plures, quarum fenfus in hunc 
ufque diem incognitos heic demum deleftus prodit, jucundae fanae et perquam utiles ad- 
junguntur. 

“ Pbotius ex oratione Diogenis in quemdam Cappadocem : non venit Scytha telo vcftus 
per Iftrum ant Tanaim, fed in univerfam terram et mare.” . 

Upfalae, Typis et impenfis autoris. Anno MDCXCVIII. (1698) in folio, pp, 762, 
exclujive (f preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks Atlands eller Manheims, fierde del. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlanticae feu 
Maheimii, pars quarta, (Upfalae typis et impenfis autoris, 1702,) in folio, pp. 210. 

Johan. Molleri ad Sueciam litteratam Js Sch^eri Hypomnemata, page 415. Bibliotheca 
hiftorica Struvio-Buderiana 2d book, page 1602. Lenglet du Frefnoy, catalogue des princi- 
paux hiftoriens, methode, &c. Paris 1735, in quarto, tom. 4, ppj 285. Niceron, me- 
moires, tom. 31, p. 159. S. J» Baumgarterfs Nacbrichten von MerkvUr digen Buehern, 
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2 Band, Halle, 1752, in Zvo. ^p. 98. Jo Vogfy catal. libror. varior, p. 589. Job. Ihre. 
differU duo de caujis raritatis libroruniy XJpfaly 1.743, in ^io. page 19, ao. Dan. Gerdes 
florilegium libror. varior. Gromnga, 1747, in 8vo. p. 313. Biblioih. Uffenbach. univerf. 
libri 2, pp. 478. Bibliotheca SeledliJ/imay (Jo.Theod. de Schoenberg) Amft. 1743, in 8vo. 
liber, i . p. 88. lib. 2, p. 584. Biblioih. Breitenaviana Lubeca, 1 747, in 410 book 2, p. 427. 
Catal. bibliotb. Voogiana. Drefden, 1755, in 8vo. p. 465 and 597. Bibliotb. Ad. Rud. 
Solger, p. I. Norimb. 1760, in Svo.p. 130. Catal. libror. Comitis Caroli Ehrenpreus 
Holm, 1761, in 8vo. p. ii. 

I have aftually before me two copies of the book of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, 
one of which is dated 1675, the other 1679, in vain have I turned over the leaves from 
beginning to end ; I have been unable to diftinguifh any difference except that at the 
bottom of the title page of the copy dated 1679, the following is printed : Editio fecun> 
da, multis in locis emendata et avita. Accedunt judicia et variorum doctorum infigni- 
um : in every thing elfe the two copies perfectly refemble, correfponding with each 
other, page by page, and line by line, as well in the Swedifli language, as in the Latin 
verfion ; nor is there any addition, corredions, or opinions of learned men. It may, 
therefore, be the cafe as afferted by Struve, and after him by Vogt, that nothing but the 
title page has been renewed, firfl in 1679, and afterwards in 1684. I have not, indeed, 
hitherto feen any copy bearing the latter date, but, on the other hand, I have feen one 
in which the year of its being printed was entirely omitted. Pofllbly thefe copies might 
have been intended particularly for foreign countries. 

However that may be, for certainly it was in contemplation in fome part of Germany, 
to reprint the firji volume. This impreflion, however, is unknown in Sweden, where 
I was unable to ferret out any more than a fingle copy. It was in the poGfeffion of Mr, 
Baumgarten, who informed me that it contained the Latin verfion only, and that efpecial 
care had been taken to indicate in the margin, the pages of the original edition. 

The dedication at the head of this volume is addreffed to Olaus Verilius, a celebrated 
antiquary, and particular friend of the author. Rudbeck in this explains the motives 
which induced him to undertake this work, and annex a Latin verfion, the labour of 
which, he allows, was participated by one of his friends. In Joacb F. Felleri, Otium 
Hanover ianum. Lips. 1718, 8vo. p. 146. ’, the illudrious Leibnitz is dated to have faid, 
Rudbeckius curabat per Schefferum fua omnia verti latine, non emm libenter hac lingua 
feribebat, Germanica libentius.” I know not from whom Leib.nitz received this anecdote, 
but it appears to me a bold charge ; for however poorly informed on fubje^fls of litera- 
ture, it is known to the mereft novice, that Rudbeck and Verelius were far from beingon 
friendly terms with Schefler : moreover, fhould Scheffer have acceded to the requell of 
Rudbeck, to tranllate his Atlantica into Latin, itwould have beenimpoflible he could have 
given more than the firfl volume, as he died the 26th April, 1679. On my part I fhould 
mere willingly credit with the famous Eric Benzelius, thatProfelTor Andrew Norcopenjis, 
fince known by the name of Noordenhielm, was the tranflator at lead of the fird volume, 
the fucceeding one being attributable to another friend of Rudbeck’s, that is to fay, 
Fcter Salan, mentioned’ by M. Celfius, Hidor. biblioth. Upfal, p. 116. 

Bayle and Teptzcl have given extrafts from this volume ; the former in the Nouvelles 
de la Repubitque de Lettres, Jan. et Feb. 1685 ) the latter in Monalt. unterredungen, Feb. 
and March, 1 690. 

1 ought not to omit that feveral geographical and chronological charts belong to this 
volume, with feveral engravings from wood. As both one and the other are of much 
larger flze than the book, they are bound up by themfelves, and form a feparate 

volume. 
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The fecond book of the Atlantica was publifhed in 1 689. The dedication to Charletf 
XI. and the preface fill feven pages ; af the end of the book four pages are referved 
for the mendatUy as well of, the firfl: as the fecond volume. The table of contents for 
the two volumes fills .thirty-fix cyphered pages. 

It is commonly at the beginning of the fecond volume, that the opinions of different 
learned men on this work of Rudbeck are collcfted. In the copy in my poffeflion it fills 
thirty-eight pages, fifteen of them in fraall type, in double columns ; at the head is a 
fort of preface, figned H. Z. that is to fay, Hcitrig, an officer in the guards, afterwards 
ennobled under the name of Riddarftiern, a man well verfed in the hirtory and antiqui- 
ties of Sweden. V P. Salani noia ad Egilli et Afmundt hijioriam. Upfal, i(’»93, in 410. 
p. 160. _ - 

' This colie£Iion was alfo printed feparately, at Frankfort, in folios in 1692, under the 
following title: “ Judicia et teftimonia illuftrium atque clariffimorum virorum de cele- 
berrimi Sueonis Olavi Rudbeckii (Senioris) medicinae profefforis I'pfalenfis Atlantica, 
aliifque incomparabilis ingenii Rudbeckiani monumentis. Recufa Francoforti juxta ex- 
emplar Upfalenfe, anno MDCXCIL” (1692..) 

As the advertifement to the printer, at the head of this colledion,. contains foine lite- 
rary particularities, I ffiall copy the w’hole of it ; it is conceived in the following terms : 

“ Admonitiuncula typographica ad lefl:erom benevolum. 

ATLANTICA 2 RUDBECKIANAJ tomus 1. ediftus eft Upfalac, anno 1675, in folia 
Suedice et Latine, una cum peculiar! volumine tabularum geographicarum, aliorumqne 
curiofic antiquitatis monumentorum. Tomus 2 lucem vidit itidem Upfalse, anno 1 689, in 
folio, infertis figurarum tabulis in ipfo operis contextu. Quae Hie fequunturjudicia dc labore 
herculeo,ATLANTICiE RES FITUTiE aliifque clariffimiRudbeckii meritis in rempub- 
licam literariamcollatio,peramicum quemdam veritatis in gratiam antiquarii Adorphii et 
aliorum quorumdam nobiliffimi Rudbeckiani nominis oforum atque obtredlatorum, Upfas 
ke Sueonum publicata funt. Prima vice anno 1681, duabus chartis, in folio. Poftea femcl 
iterumque novo cum auflorio et claffe alia teftimoniorum de folertiffimi Rudbeckii ir> 
genio atque laboribus anatomicis, botanicis, phyficis, mathematicis, edita funt ibidem non 
modo feperatino, fed et in fronte tomi fecundi ipfius Atlanticae. Tandem elapfo integro 
decennio multo au£tiora nunc prodeunt, et oculis benevolis ledoris fubje£Ia vel confenfum 
ejufdem defidefant in exomandis magni Rudbeckii meritiffimis elogiis, vel corre£lioneni 
expedant dodam atque candidam, fi fort^ uno vel alio loco prse magna eftimatione in 
tarn longinquo incertae atque fallacis antiquitatis itinere aberraverint audoris oculi. Vale 
miiledlor^ et vitam valetudinem que longam Rudbeckio noftro precare, ut reliquos Atlan- 
ticae tomos atque ftupenJi operis botanici magna volumina, quae multis jam annis fub 
manibus ejus fudaverunt, felici aufpicio in publica orbis eruditi commoda edere^poffit 
antequam pedem cymhae Charontis intuierit nunquam nos poftea revifurus elyfius ille 
A^tlas hyperboreorum, &c. Makelos Reipublica: litteraritfe omamentum.” ■ 

Extra^ from the fecond volume of the Atlantica, are to be feen in Tentzel. Mo- 
nalt. Vnterred. May and July, 1690. and in UHiJioire des outrage des favam par Baf- 
nage, Dec. 1690. Theopb. Sincerus, otherwife J. G. Schwindelius, reviewed the two firft 
volumes. Voebente. Nachriebten von alien und raren Buebern, 1747, in quarto, p. 78, 
and following. 

The third volume of the Atlantica was not publiffied before 1 698 ; it was dedicated 
to Charles XIII. The dedication, table of contents, and preface, take up ihirty-|?ur 
pages. The authors of-Nova, liter, Maris Balthici, fummarily point out the contents in 
their journal of the month of December, 1 698, and in the Nachrichten von merk vur- 
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digern Buchern, of S. J Baumgarten, book ii. p. 318, and following pages, is found a 
fumciently ^niple and impartial cxtra^ of thefe three volumes. 

The fourth volume of the work of Rudbeck has no diftinguilhing title : it was fet to 
prefs in the author’s own printing-houfe, but fcarcely was the third flieet of the fecond 
alphabet completed, before the printing office and all its contents were confumed, ow- 
ing to a fire, which deftroyed a confiderable part of the city of Uplal, in the month of 
May, 1702. Not only were alkhe remaining copies of the third volume (of which but 
very few had been delivered) burnt in this conflagration, but alfo the different flieets 
already (truck off of the fourth volume, together with the manufeript of the author. Of 
the flieets printed, three or four copies were faved according to fome, according to 
others, five. V. Hamb, Beyiracge^ i74T.p, 458. One is preferved in the King’s li- 
brary, another in that of Count Ehrenpreusy and this copy, which I frequently had oppor- 
tunities of feeing, was fold in 1761, at an exorbitant price, to Mr, Rofenadlevy Counfel- 
lor of the Chancery. 

'I he curious, in order to render this work as complete as poffibJe, caufe it to be co- 
pied in manufeript. Mr. John Thierri de Schoenberg, a Saxon gentleman, pofTefled 2 
manufeript copy of this work ; in the Biblioth. Sele£lijfimay Amft. 1743, in 8vo. book ii, 
p. 5‘'’4, tills part of the Atlantica is improperly dated to be inedita Qipreco-parata. Ano- 
ther manufeript copy of the fame fourth book is quoted in the Catalog, biblioth. Woogiana, 
p. 597. Mr. Boze moreover fhortly before his death had farther a copy fent him from 
Stockholm, to my knowledge. 

Rudbeck in the two firft chapters of this fourth vclume, treats de confenfu facri codicis 
et Scriptorum profanorum in rebus ultima antiquitatis ; in the third chapter he treats of 
matters relative to the 1 Sooth year of the world ; and in the fourth, which however is 
not complete, de Us qua Nacbori Taracbi atque Mamii et qua proximo fequebatur atate 
ad M. 1 900, iUu^riora habentur. He has added to this a chronological and geo- 
graphical illuftration of the fyftem he endeavours to eflablifli. 

As the Jtlantica of Rudbeck was difficult to be met with, and very expenfive, a 
bookfeller of Rotterdarai named Hofhouty conceived the defign of publifliing a new edi- 
tion of the Latin alone, fo reducing to two volumes, the three of which he had any 
knowledge, being utterly a ftranger to the fourth. The profpeftus he publilhcd for the 
annunciation of his intention, was as follows : “ Sciographia Atlantica Jive Manheimii 
Olavi Rudbeckii—Duovoluminay in folio, cum tabulis varii generis, et Jiguris innumcris anti- 
qvitatm turn Suevicam turn Gothicam peblantibus. Ut et conditiones q^a elegantioris huma- 
mtatis cultoribus proponantur et ad quas de novo in publicum prodibit— Rotterdam, Ss’r, 1 726, 
in 4to. pp. 12. \n \he France literaire oi the Berlin edition, 1757, 8vo. p. 131, 
this prolpedus is attributed to M. Cartier de St. Philip, w'ho probably had engaged to fu- 
perintend the edition, and correft the proofs. 'I'his projeft was not carried into ex- 
ecution. 

Of the fourth volume it has feveral times been in contemplation to give a new edition. 

The firft perfon who projected this was the author’s own fon, as may be feen in the 
Ada liter. Suecia: 1 *20, p, 57, and by a letter of the celebrated Wolfius, of Hamburg, 
written the i4ih Qdober 1722, and inferted in the Thefaurus epiftolicus Lacrozianus, 
b. ii. 1 8 1, and following pages. It appears that Dodor Heubcl, of Kiel, had the fame 
intention. Neither the one nor the other fucceeded any more than the printer Salvius, 
at Stockholm, who attempted the fame a frefli in 1743. Some years afterwards Mr. 
de Wejlphalen, Chancellor of the court of Holftein, Gotterp, determined on re-printing 
thefe Iheets, for the pufpofe of enriching one of the volumes of his grand colledion, en- 
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titled : Monumenta inedita rerum Germamcarum^ &c. ; but whether he changed his mind, 
or fome other caufe prevented him, M. de Weftphalen died without fulfilling his inten- 
tion, and the printed Hieets of the fourth volume of the Atlantica are at prefent as rare 
as they were fixty years ago. 

Many learned men, principally in Germany and Denmark, fuch as Preefebius, Leib‘ 
nitZy Tentzely SpeneVy Loefehery Kei/lery Vachrety Beyety Dithmary Mmullery Sperlingius, 
and others, have upbraided Rudbeck with being blinded by an ill-founded zeal for the 
glory of his country, and attributing to Sweden prerogatives and advantages of which 
it was never in pofiefiion. Notwithnanding this cenfure, many of thefe gentlemen have 
followed his Heps and profited by his labours. The author of the obfervation, deincer- 
iitudine hiJioricay^\afixvi 2 iSin{ertedimxheadditamenta ad obfervationes Hallenfesy bookii. 
■p. 156, is not more favourable to Rudbeck; and more recently, to wit, in 1745, a 
counfellor in Pomerania, of the name of Hoe/ety formed a fimilar defign of refuting our 
antiquary, and fpecially demonfirating in a publication, that all which the learned Swede 
alleges in favour of his own country, is only fuitable to the provinces in the north of 
Germany, along the fhores of the Baltic. I am ignorant whether this book, advertifed 
in our literary news as ready for the prefs, has ever come to light ; but I am perfuaded 
that if it fhould have been publifhed, it will in no degree have injured the work of Rud- 
beck. The celebrated Sperlingius has gone dill farther, and, on account of the Atlan- 
ticUy has nearly been prompted to condemn the whole Swedilh nation, as may be feen 
by reference to fome of his letters to Gijh. Cupery printed in the fourth volume of Jo. 
Poleni The/aurus novus antiquitatuniy Venet. 1737, in folio. 

Two celebrated French writers have examined with more judgment and equity the 
work of Mr. Rudbeck. The firft, Mr. Frerety a member of the Royal Academy ofln- 
feriptions and Belles Lettres, fays ; “ It mull be allowed that Rudbeck frequently goes too 
far through an ambition of rendering his country illudrious;' neverthelefs, not all his 
conje£fures are on this account undeferving ; fome of them are certainly ingenious, and 
fome far from improbable.” See the Tranfadlions of the Academy alluded to, 
book ix. p. 340, of the Amderdam edition. The fecond is the Abbe Banicr ; he 
thinks that few will follow the fydem of Rudbeck ; a fydem which after all, addetb 
hcy is fo drongly fupported by conjedure, that notwithdandingone may be of a difl'erenc 
w'ay of thinking from the author, one cannot yet refufe him the honour of having em- 
ployed the mod profound erudition for the purpofe of glorifying his country.” This 
opinion is given vales Melanges d’Hifloire ^ de Literature yhy Mr. de Vigneul Marville, 
book iii. p. 5, and following pages ; Paris edition, 1725, i amo. : and I attribute it not 
to Vigneul Marville, or as that author was properly called, D. Bonnaventure d’Argonne, 
but to the Abbd Banier, on account of the third volume of les Melanges being almod 
wholly written by that learned man, according to the Abbe d’Artigny, Nouveattx Me- 
moires d'HiJloirey &c. book i. p. 3 1 2. • 

I fhall not repeat the praife which the Atlantica of Rudbeck has acquired in Sweden ; 
let it fuffice to obferve, that our mod modern hidorians haye given it attention. Bioeur- 
ner is of opinion cuivis diligenti et frugi antiquario omnin'd convenire diurnd noblurndque 
verfare manA incomparabilis hujus viri Atlanticam, Mr. WildCy a competent jud^e, 
edeemed it highly, notwithdanding he differed from him occafionally, particularly with 
refpeft to ancient geography. M. Daliny even although he varies dill more than 
Mr. Wilde in opinion from Rudbeck, and notwithdanding he follows a fydem of chro- 
nology perfeftly oppofite,yet allows that he throws great light on different points ofhif- 
tory in the early ages, and that none can read the Atlantica without admiration of the 
profound, genius of the author, his prodigious learning, and keen penetration. 


Olaus 
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Olaus Rudbeck, the father, Doctor and Profeflbr of phyfic in the univerfity of Upfa?, 
born at Wefteros in 1630, died at Upfal the 7th September 1702. His funeral ora- 
tion was read by John Efberg, Profeflbr of theology, and printed in 1 703, in 4to. It 
is to be feen in Chrijl. Ncttelbladt. McmorUi •virorum in Suecia eruditijjimorum rediviva 
IV. Roitock, 1731, in 8vo., p. 161 — 208. Father Niceron has made ufe 
of it in giving the life of our Rudbeck, Memoires, book xxxi. 153. and following 
pages. Being a foreigner. Father Niceron has committed forae errors, which require 
rectification. 

Fifty-one years after the deatli of Rudbeck, a fmall medal was ftruck in honor oi 
him, on one lide of which was a profile of that learned man, encircled with this inferip- 
tion: Olaus Rudbeck Pater. Prof. Upfal.; and on the other, the conftellation of the 
lefl’er bear, with thefe words : Tot Fulgent Lumina in Uno. On the exergue is written, 
VIVO DECR. HONORES REDDITI A° MDCCLIII. AB. EXITV. LI. 

This article, relating to one of the rareft works that has appeared in Sweden, and de- 
figncd for the library of the late Mr. Clement, under the head of 

RUDBECK, (Olaus,) the father, 

was compofed by Mr. Charles Guftavus de VarmhoJtz, Aulic Counfellor of His Majefty 
the King of Sweden, the greateft bibliographer that ever was in Sweden ; he died the 
28th March 1785. It has never till now appeared in print; and the underflgned, who 
is in poflbflion of the original memoir, has the honour to prefent this copy to Meflrs. 

B and F on their t^vels in the North, knowing them to be curious re- 

fpedling rare editions. Stockholm, 1 8th June 1791. 

(Signed.) Charles Gjcerwell, librarian to His Majefty. 

N.B. It is plain that the article of Mr. de Bure, in his Bibliography, No. 5578, is 
not correGt, any more than that of Cailleau in his Bibliographical Di^ionary, p. 522, 
book ii. 


CHAVtV. -^Learned Men. — ArtiJls.^Cabinets of Individuals. 

Mr. LUDEKE', paftor of the German chapel, is a very learned man ; he reflded a 
length of time at Conftantinople, and has gathered fome valuable information refpeding 
Turkey : he has publiftied feveral works in the Swedilh and German languages, and 
poflefles fome valuable books. Orationes doniinica, Oraliones ferme centum : Berolino. 
(Berlin.) Compofed and publiftied by the pofleflbr*s great uncle. Biblia Malabarica, 
Tranquebar : the firft part 1723, the fecond 1727 ; the interior title is Biblia Damulica. 
The New Teftament, printed alfo at Tranquebar in 1715, although of the fame fize as 
the Bible, and in the Malabar language, the chara£ters are of a larger type than thofe 
of the Bible ; the whole forms three volumes in 4to. The firft edition of the New 
in the Finnifti tongue, in 4to. Stockholm, 1548. Bible Francaife, in folio', 
Stockholm, 1642. A fine manufeript oithe Alcoran on vellum, with the various read- 
ings in the margin. 

Mr. Swrartz is the direflor of the King’s cabinet of natural hiftory at Drotningholm : 
although very young, he has yet travelled a great deal, and has added confiderably to 
the knowl^ge of mofles, which has been his principal ftudy ; he poflefles the moft per- 
fect colle^on of them in exiftence : he has publiftied a work entitled. Nova genera et 
fpeciesPlantarum, feu'prodromusdefcriptionum Vegetabilium, in maximam partem in- 
cognitorum, quae fub idnere in Indiam Occidentalem, annis 1783 — 87, divenit Olaif 
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Swartz: M. D. Holinix, i7?8. He has fpedfied more than three hundred forts of 
lichen, one hundred and thirty of which only are deferibed by Linnaeus. A fmall nutn- 
ber is peculiar to Sweden, no more than five or fix. . Vulpinus, a kind of mofs found in 
•Finland; the country people make ufe of it to poifon wolves; it is found in Sweden 
alone, and yields a very pretty green colour. Tartarcus, a mofs which thelCnglifli for- 
merly purchafed to extrad a dye: a manufl»£l:ory thereof has been atlually eftabiifhed 
at. Stockholm. Impreffits, a new fpecies, found hitherto no where but in Sweden, gives 
a red colour. Mr. Vcyiring, a dodtor of phyfic at Norkoeuping in Ollrogotiiia, has 
made a number of experiments on the colouring principles of mofs; he is Ihortly to 
give a dilTertation on the refult of his refearches, which will be read at the Academy of 
Sciences. Already from different modes the following colours have been extruded ; 

• yellow, red, and green of different fliades, brown, black, and violet. Hitherto none 
has been difeovered that have given blue, which appears a dillicult matter to find., Mr. 
Swartz imagines, dyes among them may be found capable of vicitig in briiliancy w'ith 
cochineal ; experiments tried on filk and wool have fuccetdod, but not with cotton. 
The raugiferinus, fs* ijlandkus probofeidens ferve for food. 'I'ho Laplanders cat the r.?;/- 
giferinus boiled in water and milk ; it is excellent for phthificky couglis and confump- 
tion. Mr. Swartz brought with him from the Weft Indies more than a thouC.ind new 
plants, the defeription of which may be feen in his work ; he met with the fame kind 
of mofs in Jamaica, that ferves as food for rein deer, which is rather fingular. 

Mr. Fredenheim, knight of the polar ftar, and member of feveral academies, poflTelfes 
intcrefting colledions of manuferipts, engravings, &c. 6f which the following arc the 
moft remarkable. Among his manuferipts, thofc of Baron d' Adler Salvius, Swcdifli 
ambaffador at the treaty of Weftphalia, and afterwards fenator. It comprizes minute.s 
of his difpatches and other writings, even of feveral articles of the above mentioneil 
treaty of peace, and a number of memorials and original letters addrefled to himfelf or 
others by celebrated ebaraffers of paft times, fuch as the Eniperor, Guftaviis Adolphu.s, 
Queen Chriftina, .the Princes of the empire, a number of learned men, and particularly 
Swedifh generals and minifters. This colleftion extends from the year l^?.4 to 1652 
inclufive; the number of different pieces that it comprizes is two thoufand fix hundred 
and feven. I'he owner has caufed a table of them to be made with notes, which alone 
fills a large-folio. The pieces already publifhed in the cxtradls given to the world re- 
lative to this peace, are carefully noted. 'I he greater part of thede are not among his 
colleAion; this includes even the letters which had been intercepted and deci phered. 
A fimilar Juite of manuferipts belonging to a Swedifli nobleman, who .acted a great part 
on the ftageof the world between lyoo and J727. The collection confifts of fix hun- 
dred and feventeen pieces, moftly letters, the great part originals of Charles XII., Fred- 
eric I., the Queen Ulrica r.lcanora, Lewis XV., Staniflaus of Poland, his Queen, the 
Princcl's CzarteriJ^y, Cardinal Judice the Spanifti minftter, of generals, and particularly 
Swedifh minifters ; and befides the minutes of this nobleman himfelf, a table with 
notes. 

Thefe two colledlions form a fucceflion the more precious, from its containing ample 
memoirs of the two moft interefting epochs of the hiftory of Europe and Sweden. In 
the courfe of his travel.**, Mr. F. employed himfelf principally in ftarch of hiftorical pieces 
not in print in diftt rent librarits. Many were (hewn him, -which he copied ; among 
others, the life of Cardinal Mazarin, in xhe Ricardian library at Florence. As Ibr the 
library of the Vatican, he took particular account of all that it contained relative to the 
hiftory of Sweden, from part of the manuferipis of Queen Chriftina. The Pope had 
the unufual civility to caufe ex^ra^s to be made for him from the archives, and gave him 

copies 
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copies of nearfy four hundred papal bulls, bearing relation to the political or religious 
affairs of Sweden, the originals of which, in the revolutions of time, had been loft. 
Thefe bulls begin with the twelfth century, and end with the reign of John III. Mr. 
de Fredenheim brought back with him many obfervations on the countries through 
which he travelled, particularly Italy, in maps, plans, drawings, and defcripiive books, 
with his own marginal notes. Difl'erent other manufeript deferiptions, and views drawn 
in his prefence on the fpots, are cither framed in his ftudy, or depofited in his port-folio. 
Amojig antique marbles ; Hercules, Juno, Titus, Virgil. With tliefe a numerous and 
ftill more feleft colleftionof geographical maps ; Sweden and Italy pcrfetlly complete, 
and many not yet printed. A map of South America, notwithftanding it is engraved, 
yet very fcarce, publifhed in 1775, in twelve large fheets, with notes fufticient for an 
entire atlas. Medals ; in the number, that of Anthony and Cleopatra, extremely rare. 
A fuccellion in bronze, of a large fizr, < f the difl'erent Emperors, in excellent preferva* 
tion, &c. Ada publica between Sweden and other powers, printed at the period on 
which they occurred, comprizing more than forty volumes in folio. A feleft library 
of fome thoufand volumes. Manulcripts on the hiftory of Sweden. Engravings, par- 
ticularly Italian. Portraits of Swedes and remarkable perfons of all countries. Portrait 
of Guftavus Adolphus, taken from life. A manufeript life of Linnaeus, noted and pre- 
fented by himfeU to the father of the prefent owner, the Archbilhop of Upfal. Mr. 
de Fredenheim, during his refidence at Rome, by refearches he made, determined the 
exa£l extent of the Forum Romanum. He caufed a monument to be made in that 
country to the memory of his father, by Angelini the fculptor, in fine Carrara marble, 
which is placed in the cathedral at Upfal. In the piece. Religion marks the foul’s 
abode, and at the fame time points to <he urn fuppofed to contain the alhesof the dead; 
below on the pedeftal is a has relief, which reprefents the ArchbHhop foftering the 
fciences ; the infeription is elegantly fimple : Carolo Frederica Menander cccl. Suegotbica 
archiepifeopo pictas filii P. nat. 1712, 0^. 1786. His tranflation of lacitus into the 
Swedim language is very highly elteemed. The lady of Mr. Fredenheim cultivates 
mufic with great fuccefs ; fo that his houfe may be looked upon as the rendezvous of 
the fine arts. For our part we mult add, that it is equally the court of complaifance, 
and with the utmoll Ihtisfacllon, here proclaim our gratitude for all the kindnefs we 
individually experienced, renewing at the fame time thofe expreffions of our regret fo 
often repeated before, at having refided fo long in Sweden before we made his ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr. Nordin, member of the academy of eighteen, paflTes for the beft-informed man 
in Sweden, on what regards the hiftory and antiquities of his own country. He has 
compofed a work entitled, Diredorium chranologico-diplomaticam Suecia, in two volumes. 
The earlieft diploma and other adls, which relate to Swediih affairs, begin in 800. 
Thefe are letters of the Popes, the greater part of which are alluded to by different 
authors ; their names are hidicated, as well as the part of their works w'herein mention 
of them is made. He is in poffeflion of many valuable manuferipts. Exemplar epijlo- 
larum Chriflina ; a work written by that Queen hcrfelf in her youth. It contains co- 
pies of letters in the Swediih, German, Latin, and French languages, in fmall folia, 
three fourths margin.— The ecclefiaftical ftatutes of Archbifliop EjMls of Lund, in 1 1 24. 
Mention is made of this in the appendix of the laws of Scania in the Swediih language. 
—A code of laws for the whole kingdom, a manufeript of 1347 on vellum, incom- 
plete : in this the Rutiic letter is found •, it is in Swediih, and never was printed, the 
clergy continually oppofing its abfolute recognition : this code was partly adopted in 
1444, and was in exiftence until 1 734. Prifeianus, a Latin gramin,ar in manufeript; in- 
’ Voi,. VI. . 3 H complete. 
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complete. A manufeript of 1*27, on a (heet of parchment j this is a letter of Pojk.* 
Giregory IX., addrefTed generally to the Jacobin monks, and permitting them t» have 
a cemetery for the burial of their dead ; dated Peroufe, the loth of the Kalends of Fe- 
bruary,- the fecond year of his pontificate } the feal is on lead, and very, well prelerved ; 
it reprefents the heads of St. Peter and St. Paul, without the double keys.— Hiftory of 
Count tPUlfeldi Grand-mafter of the kingdom of Denmark, an unique, which has never 
been printed.— Original code of Swedim laws made by King Chriltopher of Bavaria, 
on vellum, almoft coippletc.— An abridgment of the ecclefiaftical hillory of Sweden, 
from the origin of chriftianity in the kingdom to the prefent day, compofed ou account 
of the celebrated jubilee this year of 1693, order of the mofl; pious and rnagnani- 
• mous King Charles XI., by P. de Beaumont ; in form of a dialogue between Alitc^hile 
and Romain. Such is the head of a French manufeript, the fame as was prefented to 
Charles XII., then Prince Royal j it contains a dedication to Charles, the hereditary 
Prince of Sweden, in large quarto, thirty-fix pages, at Upfal, the aothJMay 1693. — 
J.’Hiftoire de France, by the fame Beaumont, continued to 1 697 : the fame volume 
comprizes a fuccinft abridgment of the hiftory of Germany, which fills nearly half the 
volume; it is »« jwar/e.— A copy of the journal of Charles XI. from 1676 to 1697; 
the original is in poffeflion of Count de Cronftedt, governor of Gefle. — ^Hiilorical anec- 
dotes : Saga^ in the Swedifli language, an Iceland manufeript ; the name is Eigil^ fun 
of Skaldagrim. A marine chart m manufeript, made for Charles V. in 1540; moft 
particularly defigned for the Mediterranean fea. The plan cf the city of Mexico^ on vel- 
lum, the fame as was prefented to Charles V. by Alfonfo de Santa Cruz. Urbs Tenux- 
litana is its title, which was the ancient name of that city : the plan is coloured ; the de- 
dication to the Emperor is upon it. Mr. Nordin prefented a map of the world to the 
King made at that time, that is to fay in the reign of Charles V. Thefe maps arc fup- 
pofed to have been taken at Prague by Count Koningfinark in 1 648 . 

Mr. Giaurwellt librarian to the King, poITelfes a fragment on the difeovery of Norway, 
which is the moft ancient manufeript that relates to the hiftory of the North : it was 
found in Iceland, tranfported to Denmark, and thence carried to Sweden ; the author 
is unknown, but from the fuccelfion it gives of the ancient Princes of the northern 
countries up to the tenth century, it is conje£lured,to be of that age. This fragment 
has been printed in a colle&ion of the molt ancient monuments of the early hiftory of 
the North, publilhed by Bjeeurners, antiquary to the King of Sweden, Stockholm, 
1737, in folio. In compofing this edition, the piece was copied, which was depofited 
in the archives of the kingdom. 'I'he fame fragment was printed before in 1 689, at 
Skalholt in Iceland.— A new Swedifb Tellament, Stockholm, 1526, folioy with a 
figure of Chrift for the frontifpiece, and the arms of Guftavus Vafa at the end. — A 
Swedilh Bible, 2 vols. in folio, Upfal, 1541. John III., fon of Guftavus Vafa, being 
defifbus of introducing anew the Catholic religion into Sweden, made ufe of two litur- 
gies, one printed in Latin and one in Swedilh, the firft at Stockholm, in folio, 1 576, the 
other alfoin Stockholm, in 4/0. in. 1589 ; both were proferibed by Charles IX., and are 
extremely rare ; both, however, are in the colleflion of Mr. GiceurwelJ. Mr. Charles 
Guftavus Warmboltz, aulic counfellor of His Swedilh Majefty, has occupied himfelf more 
fully on the . hiftory and hiftorians of Sweden than any other perfon ; his work is after 
the plan of Leltmg on the hiftoriani of France ; it is in the Swedilh language, with hif- 
torical and critical remarks by Mr. Dewarm, The fifth volume appeared at Stockholm 
in 1790, in Sve. The manufeript ill 1 5 vols. folio, written by the author, is in the hands 
of the editor, Mr. Gioeurwell. The five volumes already printed, reach as far as the 
fifth of file manufienpt. This author was bom at Stockholm in i7i3« and died on his 
»3 own 
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own eilate of Chridiernholm in 1785. He had a fine library, and in courfe of a long 
refidence there, compofed this work. At his death, he confided to Mr. Gioeurwell the 
manufcript and edition. He had travelled a great deal, fojourning the longed; in Hol- 
land ; he married a French woman at the Hague,' Marguerite Janicouy daughter of a 
minifter of the Landgrave of Heffe CalTel, known by his letters on the United Provinces. 
His library confided of Ax thoufand volumes; thofe which regarded hiftory were bought 
by Mr. Gioeurwell, who has augmented their number. 

GuAavus III., an enlightened protedor of the arts, invited artids of great merit to 
Sweden ; it may be boldly advanced that the kingdom is indebted to him for the 
jpoSef&on of z-Sergellf a Dejprh, Ma/rellier, &cc. What clearly veriAes this aflertion, 
the Swedes themfelves, for from attradling great artifts, did not even profit by their 
prefence, or give them any encouragement : they were never employed by any but the 
King ; and we have no doubt that fince his death they will have abandoned a country 
which will no longer afford them any refources, a court which, from its fyftem of eco- 
nomy, (certainly well imagined,) wilMook upon, as foolifhly expended, thofe Aims re- 
quifite for the recompenfe and encouragement of genius. 

We fhali now' take a view of the artids of Stockholm, whofe talents appear to us to 
lay claim in a greater or lefs degree to public edeem. 

Mr. Sergelty a Swede, is the mod celebrated fculptor of the prefent day ; Canova, a 
Venetian, being the only one in any degree comparable to him. This artid is in high 
edimation ; the King frequently reforts to his work-fhop, in which he is imitated by the 
nobility, and even the ladies ; but thefe viGts have become fo tirefome that his door is 
frequently clofed ; fo that it will not be amifs for any one deArous of feeing him to ad- 
vife of his intention before hand. He is employed on the datue in bronze, deAgned by 
the citizens in honour of their King : the model of the proportions of which was fhewn 
to us ; the King is upright, as if wralking, his left hand leaning on the rudder of a drip, 
(an attribute which accords equally with the fpecies of viftory obtained by him, as with 
his having the conduct of affairs Ance the revolution ; ) and in his right hand an olive 
branch, the fymbol of peace : k fronts the church on the Ade next the cadle, with its 
back to the fea, very near to which it is placed ; thus wearing the appearance of being 
jud landed and bringing peace to his people. The height of the datue is to be eleven 
tect ; the fculptor has varied as little as poAlble from the Swedifli codume, which, 
thanks to the cloak, has a very good effeft ; he has only taken fmall licenfe in altering 
the manner in which it is fadened. This datue, which he expefls will be Gnilhed in 
1796, is full of grace and life. In his work-lhop w'e faw the group of Cupid and 
Pfyche in marble, large as life, deAgned for the. King, who means to place it at Haga. 
This is one of the Gncd pieces of modern fculpture ; Pfyche is on her knees before 
Cupid ; the poignard and lamp by his Ade dcAgnate the indant chofen by the artid. 
At Grd he intended that Cupid fhould have turned his head afide in repuIGng Pfythe ; 
it would have rendered the work more eafy ; the exprelUon of his countenance as look- 
ing on Pfyche, however difficult to give, was preferred, 'and is admirably conceived by 
Mr. Sergell : Cupid regards Pfyche with a cold and tranquil difdain, fuch as is fuitablc 
to an oA'ended deity. The two Ggures are naked, and the whole of the group poAeffes 
driking beauties j it is a niader*piece which well deferves minute attention : it was ori- 
ginally intended for Madame du Barry. The faille groupe was executed on a fmall- 
fcale for Baron Armfeldt, to whom His Majeity made a prefent of it, and for the Duke 
d’Infantado. The price of the fmall work is 1000 rix-dollars. Mr. Sergell had alfo 
two beautiful bufts-in his Ihop, the one of GuAavus Vafa, the other of GuAavus Adol- 
phus, ordered formerly by the King of France ; not knowing any longer to whom to 

3 H 2 addrefs 
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addrefs hitnfelf on account of tliem, he preferves them until a more favourable oppor- 
tunity may allowof their proceeding to their deftination. Events having happened to an- 
nul every fuch expedation, we are ignorant of what has become of them *. A bull in 
has relief of the Prince-royal is the moll linking refemblance that polUbly cun be. It would 
be difficult to find an edabliflimcnt more commodious or more complete than that oc- 
cupied by this artifl ; he has fome charming paintings, moftly of the French fchool ; 
ho places great value on the head of an old man, by Guido, and a Cupid playing with 
a Satyr, by Carlo Cignani. The figure of Love is beautiful. He is in polfellion of an 
antique flatue of a fawn which he prizes highly ; it is Handing with its legs acrofs, lean- 
ing againft the trunk of a tree, at the foot of which lays a young child ; the head as well 
as the rightarm have been repaired, the remainder is in the highell prefervation. ?*lr.Ser- 
gell joins to his eminent talent for execution, that of converfing on his art in the tnofl en- 
gaging and inftrudlive manner ; and what in our ell^tfi is a great merit, he fpeaks with 
equal complaifance to artills, and thofe who have po other title to his notice than a de- 
fire of information or mere curiofity ; a fingular rilerit even among artills of the fecond- 
ary ftamp, much more in a man of fuch fuperior abilities. 

Mr. DefpreSi a Frenchman, a painter and architeft ; the King meeting with him at 
Rome in 1784, engaged him in his fervice. He has the fuperintendance of the feenery 
and dreffes of the opera, of every thing conftrufted by His Majefty, and at this inftant 
of the building of the new palace of Haga. This artift poffefles the richefl: and mofl: 
lively imagination, and is even reproachable for the too great diverfity he introduces in 
fuch little fpace. He has painted a large piece reprefenting the battle of the Crotoniates 
and Sybarites, in poffeffion of the King. He is at prefent employed in painting the 
principal a£lions of the war in Finland. The following are the whole : the naval bat- 
tle at Hogland, on the 17th July 1788 ; Porufalmi, on the 6th June 1789 ; Uttifmalm, 
28th June 1789} Parkumacki, aift July 1789; the affair of Valkiali, 29th April 
1 790 } Pardakolki, 30th April 1 790 ; the barracks of Kettis, in May 1 790 ; Pelti- 
nacki, 5th May 1790; the battle of Fredericfliamm, 15th May 1790; the retreat 
from Wybourg, 3d July 1790 ; and the battle of Svenkfund, 9th and 10th July 1790. 
Mr. Defpr^s is likewife charged with the eredion of the intended obelilk at Haga, 
where the model in wood is to be feeil, and generally of whatfoever relates to the archi- 
teflure of that palace ; he has moreover been drawing-mailer to the Princc-royal ever 
fmee 1791. 

Mr. Mafrelier, a Frenchman, a charming artift in drawing, is the author of all the 
defigns of the pavillion of Haga, and has executed them with a degree of perfedtion 
which does him the greateft honour. He is poffeffed of exquifite tafte : it is a great 
pity that an artift of fuch excellence Ihould be without pupils to alfift him ; for want of 
them he is obliged to draw the outlines, and give the different lhades ; his pupils after- 
wards copy very well, and apply the colouring. As this artift moll commonly works 
inmortfeo, or pidfures which I'erve for the internal decorations qf apartments, fomc judg- 
ment may be formed of the extent of his labours : in one piece there are frequently 
from one to two hundred figures, Mr. Mafrelier was eleven years in Italy, and has 
brought thence an immenfiry of drawings, taken on the fpot, and which are well wor- 
thy of infpedlion. Many of thefe views have been very little regarded. He has a bro- 
ther who is a carver : for the fake of difpatch he makes ufe of a procefs which imitates 
calls in a very nice manner, and is much more oeconomical j this confills in the employ- 
ment of a pafte which hardens of itfelf, receiving whatever impreffion may be fancied, 

* We have reafos to believe they have been purchafed by the Eniprefs of R nffla. 

and 
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and hemg fufceptible of taking any colour. It looks extremely well when giltj and on 
it the gilding is capable of high polifh. This fecret he learned at Pjfris, and hitherto it 
has perfectly well fucceeded. Toung^ who fhall be mentioned prefently, pretends that 
wood ought to have the preference ; the former, however, is cheaper, more eafily re- 
paired, more fufceptible of receiving any form, and has in fa£l precifely the fame effect 
as wood. This procefs moreover is iti high cllimation with the King, ever anxious for 
the completion of his fancies, as it gratihes them with greater promptitude. The work- 
fliop of this artift is on the ground Hoor of the caftle, in the pavillion of the library : he 
employs very few workmen. 

Mr. T'oungi an excellent carver, has a fund of tafte, and a perfect comprehenfion of 
every thing that regards the decoration of apartments. We faw him intent on orna- 
menting. the exterior of an organ ; his work was beautifully dciigned, and executed 
with aftonirtiing exaflitude. He has a number of fcholars to inllruct in this line, in 
which the Swedes excel, as well as in gilding on wood. 

Mr. Guilberty an engraver, is employed in engraving all the medals of the prefent 
reign in copper. This colleftion, already very numerous, cannot be complete until 
the death of His Majefty, who referves for himfelf the plates and proofs, fo that it is no 
eafy matter to procure them ; they are rather hardily engraved. The vignettes from 
defigns of Mr. Mafrelier are principally in the bed; ftyle ; each plate is to have an ex- 
planation, on two columns, in Trench and Swedidi. The engraver of the medals b 
Mr. Fehrmann ; he is a good artift, but not equal to his predecellbr. The collection 
of the laft reign is confiderable on account of medals being ftruck on occafion of the 
moft triding events, fuch even as by no means deferved commemoration. 

Mr. Marlins is engraving the views of Stockholm : many are completed : he after- 
W’ards illuminates them ; they are fold at about 2 } ducats each. They clearly evince 
the precipitation with which this artift works; being very incorredl: and badly finilhed ; 
neverthelefs, as he is not void of genius and tafte, they are plcafing and have a good 

Mr. Brcday the younger, has been in England : his portraits afford hopes of his ex- 
celling at fome future period in this line. His father has fonie pictures ; among the 
moft remarkable are the portrait of La Fqffey hyRigaud. A dcfign, attributed to Raphael, 
reprefonting the fubmerfion of Pharaoh ; this is a very valuable piece, and came from 
the cabinet of Mr. Crozat. A fca piece, by T. Wouvermans. The maffacre of the 
innocents, a pretty dcetch, by Peter de Cordone. Two fine portraits by Francis Halle. 
Two fea pieces by Simonini the Venetian ; thefe two pictures have great merit, and are 
very rare of their kind, this artift having painted fcarccly any thing but battles. The 
dight into Egypt, by Guido, in his belt (lyle, very dark : it podeffes a fund of beauty. 
Cain and Abel, faid to be by Andrews; Sacchi. An old woman wanning her hands, a 
fmall pidure, accurately finidred, which the owner adures is by G. DoiUy notwithftand- 
ing it bears the name of G, Schalkeiiy which is vifiblc. A fine portrait of Merian, a 
painter and burgomafter in Holand, by himfelf. 

Mr. Graaff is one of the bed: portrait painters in Stockholm ; he has the reputa- 
tion of taking exad likeneil'es. We yet have feen at his houfe the portraits of the King, 
and feveral perfons of our acquantance, which bore not the leaft relemblance. His pen- 
cil is far from poffefling any delicacy ; and in any other country he would be efteemed 
an ordinary painter. 

Mr. Pajfch is a portrait painter, in high efteem in this country ; he has alfo the cha- 
rader of giving very exad refemblances. 

Mr,. 
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Mr. Adams works at the larger calls in bronze, under the infpc£Uon of Mr, Sergell : 
it was in his work>lhop, which communicates with that of Mr. Sergell, that the ftatue of 
Gudavus Adolphus (of which we lhall fliortly fpeak) was chizelled. This artid works 
in bronze in the molt elegant and finilhed manner. The King pofiTelTes fome works of 
this defcription which would do honour to the bed artids in this line in France. 

Mr. Rhun^ a young Swede, is an excellent workman in bronze ; he has made four 
candelabras for the King, which are of the highed tade and mod admirable dnilh. 

Mr. Rilau^ a Swedilh painter, was, in 1791, direftor of the academy. This artid, 
already advanced in years, was employed on a large pidlure of nine feet by eighteen, re- 
prefenting the coronation of His Majedy : it was not then completed. He fliewed us 
ibme defigns of the highed finilh, particularly one reprdenting the parliament of Vafa 
receiving its regulations from the King upon its edabliihment. This painter has been 
nmch employed in Denmark. 

Mr. Lawrence f a Swede, well known at Paris, where he redded a number of years. 
Many engravings have been taken of this painter’s works : they are in high elteem. 
His dyle is very graceful, and replete with tade. 

Mr. HoUblad, a Swede, is famous for his Ikilful manner of redoring damaged paint- 
ings. He had a number belonging to Count Brah€, one of which was Judith, holding 
the fword in her hand with which die has cut off Holofernes’ head . Mr, Mafrelier 
edimates it a work of Caravaggio. The head of Judith is beautiful. The baptifm of 
Clovis, a large pifture of no great merit. There is another at Stockholm for fale, re- 
prefenting the fame fubjeft, which is much fuperior ; it belongs to Count de la Gardie. 
It is prefumable that Mr. ikoliblad uks a fimilar procefs with Picault at Paris; however 
this may be he has been eminently fuccefsful : from a number of proofs of this we ihall 
cite but one ; he has taken a ceiling painted on a wall, twenty>one ells long by fourteen, 
and fixed it in perfe&ion on canvas. 

Mr Hilierftraumt a painter in Adolphus Frederic’s fquare*, on the fouth fide. In 
this fquare it was (the fame as was ufed for the caroufals) that the King, on occafion of 
the peace of 1790, difmilled the citizens of Stockholm who had volunteered for the 
proievition of the town in abfence of the regular troops. This artid, in a pidure 
which he has in his houfe, has reprefented this ceremony with excellent effeft. It was 
intended for the city, but doubtlefs he will take a copy of it, the King, as is fuppofed, 
intending to have this. Mr. llillerdrccum.is in poffeffion of a number of works of dif- 
I'ereiit deferiptions, among others of a likenefs of his daughter, with a mark on her bo- 
loin, where ihe was druck by lightning, without receiving any injury ; we enquired if 
the mark remained yet as reprefented in the painting, die affured us it did not ; as (he 
was a very pretty girl we willingly would have had other proof befides her fimple affer- 
tion. This artid inhabited the houfe of a perfon who died but a fliort time before, 
leaving btduud him a magnificent collection of pictures, of which we were unable to 
get fight, aS tliey had been packed up to be fent to England for fale. It is a very 
iiandlbme houfe, and was planned to have five-and>forty windows in the front looking 
on the fquare ; but it was fcarcely more than half erefted, and whether it will now be 
finiilied or no appears doubtful. 

Private cabinets are very few in number, as the reader will be enabled to judge by 
the enumeration of the whole, comprizing even thofe of medals, (tones, &c. 

*' In the neighbourhood of thi.) I'quarc the prlfun for debtors, where it is rntlier a diificult matter for a 
perfon to gain admittance merely for the fatisfaftion of his curiofity ; it is liowcver but little deferving of 
attention. 

Cabinet 



FORTIA’s TRAVStS IN tWR&SN. 


423 

Cabinet of Cotmt Brake, This contains fome paintings, three or foi»r of which only 
are deferving of mention. The Magdalen reclined on a mat rolled up at one end, lean- 
ing on her elbow, with a book in her hand ; a light veil of blue and white thrown over 
her, ferving, with her long loofe hair, which is very handfome, in part to cover her, is 
very graceful. This pifture is attributed to Mignard^ and is fuppofed to be the likenefs 
of the miftrefs of fome one of the Kings of France. David ereft, holding in his hand 
the head of Goliah, of natural fize ; he wears a red cap, in which are two feathers, the 
one white the other yellow : this is laid to be by Guido Rent ; but is a copy of that in the 
capitol, and has nothing fuperior to boaft. Our Saviour and the Holy Virgin in a build- 
ing, with an afs and two cows or bulls, by J. Jordaens, in 1652, an original. Our Sa- 
vious paying tribute ; a much efteemed piece, the heads in it are beautiful. 

Mr. JJolander, a painter, has a pidure of the Virgin, with the infant Jefus and St.John, 
which hfi pretends is by Raphael, and formerly belonged to the Countefs Koningfmai k ; 
although many doubt it.s authenticity, the painting is certainly good, and mucii in that 
painter’s ftyle. He poflelles likewife a game piece by Snyders, with that inafter’s like- 
nefs, in a corner of the picture, done by Rubens, and fome other lefs valuable pieces. 

Cabinet of the Bank. In the building belonging to the bank is to be feen a hand- 
fome colleftion of medals, almoil entirely Swedilh, contained in two hundred and twen- 
ty drawers ; it is nearly complete : fome, but a very fmall number, are foreign.- The 
moll ancient, the authenticity of which is indifputable, is a very fmall one of Eric IX, 
in 1150. A medal of John II. in 1497, never publilhed. A rix-dollarof Sten Sture, 
1512, very rare. A very rare medal reprefenting Charles Gultavus on one fide, on the 
reverie Dei Gratia et ChriJHna Rex, 1654: another was Rruck which has for legend, 
A Deoct Chrijiind. A medal of Brahe, 1665, very rare. A very conliderable and al- 
rnoll perfeft collection of medals of famous private characters. This collection was begun 
and fold to the Bank by Prefident Rolamb. Its directors continue it. The ftruCtureof the 
bank was begun in 1668, under the reign of Charles IX. 

The bank lends money on fecurity of moveables and merchandize at four per cent. ; 
every year two per cent, of its capital is paid off. There are nine commiflaries who 
have the direction of its affairs, three from the clafs of nobles, and as many from that of 
the citizens, and as many of the clergy. Of one of thefe it is requifite you Ihould 
alk permiffion to view the medals. 

Meffrs. Grill and Charles de Geer poffefs fine collections of Swedilh medals. Mr. de 
Geer has one in gold of Sten Sture, which is excccvlingly rare; Mr. Grill one, laid to 
be of Odin, which is however thought to be Armenian. Thefe two cabinets we did not 
fee. Mr. Grill, after having treated* us very courteoully at Suderfors, felt hitnfelf un- 
der no obligation of repeating his civility at Stockholm. As for Mr. Geer we made no 
attempts to feek a favour at his hands. There are people to whom a man is loth to be 
under obligation. Our thanks might have been fuperfluous to a man wlio Ihews him- 
felf fo grateful to the King for the many favours bellowed on him, and whole opinions, 
unfortunately for us, were’fo much at variance with our own. 

Mr. Qviji has adopted a fyftem of clalTification entirely novel,, in the department of 
precious ftones, and which bears no refemblance to that hitherto ufed. He pays no 
refpeft to colour, but only to the weight, lhape,.and hardnefs. He has given a detail of 
his fyftem in the memoirs of the academy for 1768. His collecfion is contained in a 
very fmall cabinet, and is worthy of notice on account of the novel manner of itsclafli- 
fication. The firft place is afligned to white diamonds, and diamonds of all colours, as 
well in the rough as cut ; — ^next, rubies and fapphires, among thefe is an afleria, in 
which, on holding it to the fun, you dillinguifh a flar : opals, one called the Ninninr, is 
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with the exception of Its fellow. In pofleflion of the Emperor, an unique, it weighs about 
two carats : topazes, rough rubies, rough emeralds, chryfdlites, beryls, aigucs marines 
in the i‘ough, as well as cut : garnets and hyacinths ; amethylls, chryftals ; he protends 
that amcthyfts are only coloured chryftals. Chryfopafes tranfparent quartz from Fin- 
land. Cat’s eyes. Cornalines. Onyx, fardines, agates ; which however he ranks in 
the firft clafs. jafper, malachites, opals ; amethyfts, toarmalins, and other ftoncs are 
not yet clafled. Mr. Quill poffefles a piece of rcgulus of antimony found in Sweden, 
extremely rare, fo much fo, that none is any longer to be found. He has adjoining to 
his houfe, a pretty confiderable extent of ground, and a terrace which commands the 
fea, whence is a moft fuperb view', fuch even as much furpafles the moft celebrated in 
point of extent and pifturefque effeft. It is in itfelf enough to induce a traveller to go 
fo the extremity of the fouthern fuburbs along the fea, where it is fttuated, even fliould 
he be void of curiolity of examining the colledion of ftoncs. 

Mr. Daniel George Nt^chcr^ of Queen’s-ftreet, poffefles a curious and Angular collec- 
tion of portraits of Kings and individuals of Sweden, of all ages *, it confifts of about 
four thoufand pieces ; at moft, no more than flfty are wanting to render it perfedly 
complete. What renders this colledion ftill more interelling, the proprietor has writ- 
ten at the bottom of each of the portraits of individuals, an account of his life. We 
noticed with furprife, that many Swedes had never heard either of Mr. Nefcher, or his 
colledion. 

Thus have we given the whole we have to notice of private cabinets, and believe we 
have omitted nothing of intereft ; the number muft needs be confidered very trifling ; 
yet have we to obferve, that the Swedifli nobility being in general very poor, and vciy 
ill informed, it is hot aftonifliing that valuable cabinets ftiould be lefs frequent here than 
elfewhere j the firft reafon alone appears to us unanfwerable. 


Chap. Yl.-^Cburc/jes. — Public Edifices. — Siatucs of Sovereigns. — Arfenal. — Park of 

Artillery. — Prifons. 

■PHE churches of Stockholm, confidered as edifices, deferve no attention ; the two 
following are the only ones worthy of being vifited. 

Riddcnjholm Church. It is far from handfome, but it may be well to fee it, on ac- 
count of its being the place of interment of the kings, a number of the principal families 
in Sweden, and all the knights of the order of the Seraphim. At the extremity of the 
church, before the altar, are the tombs of Camfefon and Magnus Ladulos, between 
them is a fmall clofed coffer, containing the ftatutes of the order of the Seraphim. 
Guftavus Adolphus is inhumed in the vicinity, but no monument is yet ereded to his 
memory ; it was then under the workman’s hands. In a chapel are Charles XII. with 
his club and lion’s Ikin, in bronze gilt. On a bier of black marble, Frederic I. and 
Queen Ulrica Eleanor. In another very fmall chapel railed a few Iteps, is the great 
Banner^ybom in 1601, died in 1641 : in another fpot, Forienjont born in 1603, died 
in 1651, and the tombs of. the Ferfens, the Levenhaupt, and other families. Gufta- 
vus III. in 1791, formed the projed of building a rotunda for the Kings, on a plan by 
Defpres. 

The Church of Queen Chrifiina. This is in the form of a crofs, with a rotunda in 
the middle, rather pretty, and very neat ; at the principal altar te a bas-relief in plafter, 
by Sergell, reprefenting the afeenfion ; it has a very fine effed. A monument in lead 
by iIk kme hand, railed in 1770 to the memory of Defcartes, by the late King, then 

8 prince 
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T’ririce Royal. In the cemctry, the place is ftill pointed out where his body was firR 
depofitcil, before it was feut to PVance. 

The Exchange. A pretty building near the caftle, on ilie market place ; the mer- 
-chants afleinble on the ground floor, which is adorned with the bulls of Baron de Sparre, 
High Governor of Stockholm, and Mr. Alftroeumer, a celebrated merchant; above is 
a long gallery, wherein public halls are given every fortnight on Sundays, the price of 
admittance is 24 (killings each perfon : the court is generally prefent. The academy 
'of eighteen holds alfo its public Httings here. 

The Hall of the Nobles is in a large fquare, by the fide of Ridderholm (the ifland of 
knights) ; the building is handfome, the (laircafe of noble appearance. The ground 
floor contains the portraits of the marfhals of the diet from 1632, in number twenty- 
right ; thofe of the diets of 1786 and 1789, were not yet there : the hall in which the 
nobles afl'emblc is on the firft (lory, it is tolerably handfome, notwithftanding its only 
ornament is the cfcutcheons of the nobility which cover its walls. Thofe of the mofl; 
ancient families are placed at the extremity, the others by gradation of anceftry, on the 
right and left up to the door, where thole of the earlieft exaltation are placed. The 
C.ount do Brahe occupies the moll eminent (lation *. .It is in this hall that the monarch 
gave proof of much addrefs. and prefence of mind at the diet of 1789. 

'The Town-Ihufe. The court of the magillrates, at which the burgomafters prefidc, 
is held here ; the hall has nothing in it remarkable. The portraits of the high gover- 
norSf and feveral pleafing views of the neighbourhood of Stockholm, drawn by Mar- 
tyns, being the only objefts of notice. 

Statue of Gujlavus Vafa (fub pede J. This is a bronze on the fquare of the nobles, 
and before their manfion ; it was created by the body of the nobility, although, as 
its infeription imports, this mark of reverence was not afforded till after the lapfe of two 
centuries ; it was executed by the French archbijliop, and poffeffes nothing ftriking. 

F.qncjlrlan Statue of Gujlavus Adolphus. This is before the opera houfe, 1 n the north- 
ern fquare: it was credled the 15th May, 1791 ; the cxpencc of tranfporting it from 
the workfliop of the fculptor to the place where it (lands, notwithftanding the (hortnefs 
of the diftance, was 6000 rix-dollars. The proportions of the horfe and ftatue are 
precifely the fame as thofe of the ftatue of Henry IV. now thrown down at Paris. Its 
whole weight is 150 fchippunds f. Behind it, below the ftatue, a large trophy is to be 
raifed, on which the bucklers and arms of the different people conquered by Guftavus 
Adolphus, are to be ranged ; around it will -be placed medallions, reprefenting the five 
principal generals of this Prince : Banner, Tortenfon, James de Langardie, Horn, and 
Saxe Weimar. They are fini(hcd (the whole by the archbijhop'), except the ornaments 
below, and what remains' to be fixed, w’hich latter are by Sergell, who gave the defign, 
and has taken upon hiinfelf its completion. Below is to be the ftatue of Oxenftiern, 
didatiag the life of the King to hillory, which altogether, when finillicd, will have a 

* His father was beheaded ih 1756, on account of being a chief of the conTpiracy formed in favour of 
the King : the fon l as not inlieritcd the fentiments of his father, for he lias coaftanlly acted in oppofition 
to Gultaviis III,, notwithitandiiig his being indebted to that Mon.irch for his recogiiiiion as firft Count in 
Sweden, and notwithftanding the exifteiice of a Brahe depended on a marked and very powerful protection. 
VVliat perhap.s, without excuftng him, may render him Icfs culpable, is the aflurance of his being euledand 
perfuaded by his wife to follow a line of conduct no ways glorious for his reputation ; it is alfo fit we 
ihould remark here, that Madame de Brahd, a poor provincial gentlewoman, dellfiied apparently to vegetate 
in obfciiiity, has to thank the King for her being .brought to court, and afterwards married to tlie firft 
noble of the land. On tltis fubjeiSi we ftiall make no refleAions, leaving to the reader to cothmenton fuch 
eondtidf as he will, 

t Vide table of weights, 25,500 lbs. EngHih. 
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very fine effeft. The ftatue, as ii is at prefent, is not void of grace ; it appeatkjd to us 
in the workfhop, to much lefs advantage. It feems extraordinary, that the fcarf of 
Gufiavus Adolphus fliould hang from the left to the right ; as it is defigned to hide 
the fword, we 'conceived that theobjedl of the artift was not effected j the pedeftal is of 
granite. The adventurers who have fet on foot the manufadture of Dalicarlian por- 
phyry, being defirous of affording it a confpicuous difplay, offered to undertake it at the 
fame price, but this offer was not accepted, the rcafon why we cannot conceive, as it, 
would have been much more handfome; form fhort, as to quantity, if not always for* 
beauty, granite in Sweden is as frequent as common ftone clfewhere. 

The Arfeml. It formerly was in the neighbourhood of North place; at prefent it is 
transferred to Fredericlhoff, at the park gate, where the Queen Dowager refided, and 
where thofe noblemen were confined, who were arrefted by the King during the diet of 
1789. The building has tw'enty-nine windows in front, by four deep ; it is compofed 
of two wings, forming a right angle. On entering, (the fecond ftory,) you find a hall 
in which the Kings of Sweden are feen on horfeback in armour, refembling the Kings 
of England in the fame ftile, in the tower of London ; the helmet of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, of an enormous weight, and a great number of colours taken at Narva ; in 
another fmall chamber round a turning, a number of arras formerly ufed, and fome 
fmall pieces of artillery, with which Charles XII. amufed himfelf when a child. A 
model of the new bayonet, twenty-three inches long *. Others not fo long, fword-edged, 
for the dragoons (the mul'qucis of the dragoons are four feet four inches in length, and 
weigh eight pounds). Hats and cartridge boxes. A fecond hall, furnilhed with 
Saxon colours taken by Charles XII., together with fome Ruffian. A third hall con- 
tains the colours taken from the Ruffian fleet at Fredericffiam. A boat built by Peter ift, 
taken on its paffage from Saardam. In a fourth ball, colours taken by Guftavus Adol- 
phus, and one taken from the Saxons by Charles XII.’s own hand, in 1703. A gene- 
ral’s ftaff of’the Calmucks, taken by Charles XII., together with cymbals and drums. 
A gallery communicating with this hall, containing all the infignia neceffary at a coro- 
nation ; chairs, furniture, &c. Dreffes and equipages for carroufals; a gilt fledge, pre- 
fented by Maria Therefa. At each extremity are three fmall apartments. In the firft 
are portraits of Swedilh generals, and materials requifite at carroufals. The fecond muf- 
quets, piftols, poinards, and other fingular weapons : the fword of Charles XI. ; that 
of Charles XII., not too heavy; a very handfome double fufil, prefented to Charles XI. 
by Louis XIV. The third, Turldfli prefents of houfings and horfe accoutrements ; the 
horfe equipage of feveral Kings, enriched with pearls. In a wardrobe, the gloves ^rn 
by Charles XII. when he was Ihot t, his falh, (four feet four inches in length), his plaint 
hat : the (hot was received juft' below the button. A coat of coarfe blue cloth, with 
plain copper buttons. A very fine Ihirt without ruffles, ftained with blood below the 
collar. A pair of leather breeches with ten pockets. A blue cloak, three feet eight 
inches long, no more than two inches longer than the coat. Very Ihbrt boors. The 
fourth is a fmall apartment, contaiiung the fhields of ancient kings, and anns of earlier 


* Thefe bayonets will be efteemed fomewhat too long; they hare been in ufe among the Swedes only 
Cnee the laft war. The practice to which they are accuftomed, of charging the Ruffians with the bayonet, 
(a manauvre in which they have almoft conftantly fucceeded,) called for an encreafe o£ the length of this 
Aveapoo. " \ 

t We vifited this arfenal in company with a Ruffian general, whole grandfether ferved in the army of 
Charles XU. Notwithftanding he was attached to a different power, and had himfelf recently been op- 
pofed to the Swedes, General P— n took bold of Charles's glove and luffed it with refpeA, obferving, “ I 
do homage to the memory of a brave man." 
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times. 'The fliirt worn by Guftavus Adolphus when wounded in the neck at Defehau. 
The breeches he wore when fliot in the thigh in Pruflia, with feveral parts of his drefs. 
In a fifth, ancient arms ; the ftufted ikin of the horfe on which Gu'lavus Adolplius 
rod at the battle of Lutzen. The fucceeding apartments are full of faddles and equi- 
pages for carroufals : in one are the arms of the different provinces. The number of 
colours in this arfenal is immenfe ; the firft ftory is a counterpart of the I'ccond ; here 
the mufquets are kept, apparently to us, in very indifferent order : as wc faw them at 
the conclufion of a •war, there were confequently very few of them new. All the 
apartments, and. even the veftibules, were full of bales of cloth for the foldiers. 

Note . — In order to be allowed the infpeftion of this part of the arfenal, permiflion 
muft be obtained from the prefiding general. 

Park of Artillery, The place in which it is kept is very handfome, enclofed by three 
fides of buildings three ftories high j a fourth fide is to be built to complete the fquare. 
The great pile of buildings fronting the entrance, contains the artillery and its perti- 
nencies, fitch as carriages. See. In the third ftory are the tents. See. Of the two other 
piles of building, one is fet apart for the harnefs of horfes, faddles, bridles, &c ; the 
other ferves for workfliops. In the court are kept balls, bombs, mortars, and cannon 
without carriages. The number of cannon was inconfiderable, the whole of the batter- 
ing train being left in Finland. Each batallion has one fix-pounder and two three- 
pounders when they take the field, with four men on horfeback to each fix-pounder, 
and two to each piece of three pounds. The men do not difmount when the cannon is 
fired, but merely open from before its* mouth. The quantity of powder ufed is always 
equal to half the weight of the ball ; this however is well underftood to be more than 
fufficient, its ftrengtn being fuch as to make three eighths enough ; it cofts the King 
10 rix dollars the cwt. The mufquets, five rix-dollars 16 flcillings. There are three 
manufactures of them, Norlciccuping,Nortelje, and Soeuderhamn, to the north of Gefle. 
We faw in the court a Polilh cannon of brafs, terminating in a fquare, it appears to 
have burft, and been tied together with cords. I'he workmanfliip of it is fmgular ; it 
is not ufed. There are twelve companies of artillery at Stockholm, confiding of nino 
hundred and fixty men j they are difperfed over the town in fuch manner, that the of- 
ficers are not obliged to have a general review of them more than once a month. There 
are eight artillerymen to each tent, but no more than fix foot foldirrs, however their 
tents are fnialler. In order to fee the park, you muft get allowance from General Sin- 
elair, the commanding officer. 

^Pri/ons. Thefe are three in number: that which we faw in the north fuburbs is 
fmall ; it is very near the large afylum for orphans. The crown allows two Ikillings 
daily for the maintenance of each prifoner. The prifons are built of britk, and are 
vaulted. We faw fdme men who had fetters on their legs, but this was not for punilh- 
ment but fecurity’s fake ; they take an airing twice daily. Their rooms are very near, 
vre entered all of them,, and particularly one in which were two men under capital 
charges for murder and forgery, one of whom had already been fentenced ; their coun- 
tenance was tranquil, notwithftanding their apartment was the condemneJ ho! J. The 
whole guard confifted of a baggage-mafter and two foldiers *. Thefe prifons have not 
that fliocking appearance which prifons almoft generally have. I he greateft puniffimcnt 

* Upon till* occafion, we could but refledt on tlie difference of national cliaraftcr*. In France, a priion 
no better guarded, w^ld. itilUntly be biokct with lu both an internal and external guard are iicci-t- 
lary, good locks, and llout gratings. In fpite even of thefe precautions, how frequent arc attempts to 
ci'eape, and how often do they fucceed ! This is not the only opportunity affordtd us of makirtg Gmilar 
reilcctioBS. 
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in the prifon, is keeping the offender on bread and water, but this is never for a greater 
fpace of lime than eight and twenty days, as it has been proved, that in fo cold a cli- 
mate, there would be danger of culprits perilhing in cafe of longer abftiueiice from 
fubHantiai food, a matter more neceffary in the North, than in warm, or even temperate 
climates. 


Chap. VII. — Hofpitals and Mad-Houfes. 

THE hofpital or lazaretto at Kongjholmi is capable of containing one hundred and fifty 
lick, forty.fix of which are maintained gratuitoufly j tlie reft pay two rix-dollars pen 
month, and fix if they have an apartment to themfelves ; when we faw it it contained 
no more than forty-nine patients ; they always fleep by themfelves. The funds of the 
hofpital are no more than 40,000 rix-dollars Rikfens * ; the lick on their entrance are 
clothed in the linen and drefs of the hofpital, their own being reftored to them upon 
their departure ; their linen is changed every week, and oftener if it be neceffary. 
I’here is a principal phyfician, who is at the fame time director, a fecond phyfician, and 
commonly three furgeons j if more be neceffary, the affiftance of the young ftudents is 
called for, who attend the hofpital for inftrudion. The anatomical theatre is at Ridder- 
holm, and the fchool of furgery in the South j thus do thefe eftablifhments form pre- 
cifely a triangle, which appears to us a poor contr:^'ance. The internal maladies, which 
are moft common, are inflammatory fevers ; there are many cafes of the venereal dif- 
eafe, and hemorrhoidal fiftulas: thofe afllifted'with the venereal difeafe are below in 
a fpecies of cells, the men fcarcely feparated from the women ; falivation is ftill very 
frequently ufed here. The meat in the hofpital is good, the bread tolerable, every 
thing very decent, and nothing further } the ufe of ventilators, other than fans, is 
unknown to them } there is at die door a box, in which it is cuftomary to drop fonie 
money. 

Lyingdn hofpital. This is fituated nigh the north fquare, in a private houfe ; it is an 
eftablilhment on a very fmall fcale, which has yet its ufes, and which poflibly may be the 
caufe of a larger inftitution of the fort being one day founded ; indeed many Swedes at 
Stockholm are ignorant of its exiftence ; and fo little accuftomed are the attendants to 
the vlfits of foreigners, that we were obliged to negociate a long time before we could 
gain admittance, they conceiving that we wilhed to throw ridicule on the inftitution. 
The eftablilhment confifts of eighteen beds for gratuitous patients in three chambers, and 
two for women unwilling to be known, and who are not fuffeired to be feen. Thefe 
latter pay for their beds 4 rix-dollars per month,, and maintain themfelves. The King 
pays 3 copper dollars daily for each woman who comes to lye-in here j but this only 
for nine days, at the termination of which Ihe muft leave the hofpital, unlels Ihe be too 
weak, in which cafe Ihe is kept till ihe recovers ftrength. In this houfe there are born 
yearly from three to four hundred children. The bedfteads are of iron, with a fmall 
one at hand for the infant, two feet and a half long by eighteeVi inches wide, covered 
with the fame Iheets and blankets as the larger. If a nurfe be wanting, Ihe is engaged 
at an oiSce for this purpofe. There is only one midwife in the houfe, whofe falary is 
50 rix-dollars : the country women come hither to pradife, and pay for entrance two 
rix-dollars 20 Ikillings to the College of Phylic, remain there for three months at their 
own expence, and on their departure pay for their diploma a rix-dollar and a half. 
The profeffor gives two leffons weekly, and the provoft private leffoins, which the wo- 

* Notes which lefe about 1 1 per cent, in change againft fpecie. 

men 



FORTIA*S TRAV£LS IN SWEDEN. 429 

men pay for according to agreement and their feveral capacities. The lying-in women 
have three meals a-day. This eftabliihment fome years ago was on the iirfl; (lory ; it is 
now kept on the ground-floor, which is not fo well, as it is more liable to damp, the ef- 
fects of which^ indeed, we were able to diftinguifli. 

Spinhaus. A houfe of correction : at the time we faw it, it contained one hundred 
and eighty-feven women, more than forty of which were Fins, and twenty-two men, 
chiefly children or lame perfons. Moft of thefe women were confined for theft, feveral 
for more heinous oflFences, the moft-common of which is child- murder ; in fuch cafe 
their imprifonment is perpetual-; the unfortunate wretches guilty of this crime are not 
allowed admiflton into the court, but to make amends their lodgings are better and more 
clean than the others : on Chriflmas-day they are treated with fiddles at the King*s 
expence, which is the only recreation they enjoy throughout the year. Every one 
without exception is obliged to fpin two pounds and a half of wool per day on account 
of the houfe. The crown allows two (killings * per day for their food ; fuch as are con- 
fined for fix years, or longer, or for life, are clothed in blue every three years ; the 
others wear their cloaths as long as they will hang together. No perfon can be con- 
fined here without an order from the high governor or the police, when an arrange- 
ment is made with the company of -direftors refpefting the manner in which the party 
is to be treated. The women lay two together, except when ill, in which cafe they are 
kept by themfelves in a feparate building; men, Women, and children together; the 
beds are all on one fide of the apartment, and the fink on the other, near the windows, 
which in fome degree contributes to the bad fmell; the beds are bad. There are but 
three men to guard this houfe ; in order to reach it you pafs a fmall lake, which com- 
municates with the larger one, over a bridge, whence you have a charming llant view 
of the city; The chapel belonging to the houfe is a tolerably handfome building; the 
foundry of Mr. Afplund, which we (hall deferibe, is oppofite. 

Dannwiken. A mad-houfe is fituated in a pleafant pofition on the fea-(hore, towards 
the fouth ; it contained, when we were there, fifty-two perfons ; more women than 
men. On placing a madman in this houfe, you pay a plotte t weekly. On one fide of 
this building is a houfe capable of receiving a hundred perfons, men as well as women ; 
upon payment of 50 rix-dollars|, a man rendered incapable of work, or an idiot, is ad- 
mitted and maintained for life ; an old man pad labour is received there for 1 6 rix- 
dollars, and occafionally for nothing. In the morning they have a pound of bread, 
beer, foup, and meat. In the evening bread and gruel with milk. From this houfe 
there is a charming profpeft of the fea. 

Widows of citizens. The afylum for citizens’ widows is the moft remarkable of any 
of this defeription at Stockholm ; it is imitated no where to our knowledge, however 
deferving of imitation ; you enter by an iron gate from the ftreet into a fmall court, 
almoft fquare, with a raifed footway : it contains fixty two women, which number is 
never exceeded ; upon a vacancy occurring, whether by death, or inheritance of pro- 
perty, thofe who replace fuch as go out, enter either at Eafter or in October. Mftfters 
in dilFercnt trades and profeflions pay annually a certain fum, and their widows alone are 
admitted ; it is requifite they (hould be fifty years of age ; on their admifilon they may 
bring with them whatever they will for the encreafe of their comfort and accommoda- 
tion, but at their death, whatever they bring belongs to'the fioufe. They are obliged 
to clothe themfelves and bring furniture for their bed ; they pay nothing on entrance, 
have three meals a-day, two plates at dinner, and as many at Cupper. They each have 

• About two-pence halfpenny fterlingi f i». 7d. fterling, t About lal. ftcrling. 

a bed 



428 F0RT1A*S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 

a bed to themfelves ; the rooms are very decent, and the widows appeared to us well 
contented with their lot and the treatment of>tbe houfe, a peculiarity we never met with 
any where but in this eftablilhment ; they have four large wafhes annually ; they are not 
feparated in cafe of ficknefs, except when contagious. The afylum has ten adml< 
niftrators, whofe functions are for life ; they are dther merchants or opulent tradef- 
men. 

Afylum for the orphans of free-mafons^ near the north place fquare. This has been 
founded about thirty years $ occafionally it has contiuned five hundred children, and 
fometimes more ; when we faw it there were no more than four hundred and ninety, 
fifty-five of which only in the houfe itfclf, the red being in the country : thofe in the 
boufe are at an expence of three copper dollars a week, and are cloathed twice in the 
'year ; . ordinarily they quit the afylum at twelve years of age, and are bound to trades. 
Before the war the children were admitted gratis, but now (in confequence of the addi- 
tional charge it has occafioned) 25 rix-dollars are paid on entrance. Children of both 
fexes are received, but muft not be more than one year old. They are diftinguifhed by 
marks the fame as in Foundling hofpltals. They lay two together ; their bedfteads are 
of wood. The only employment taught in this houfe is to knit tricotu : the chambers 
are neat ; the children have a change of linen once a week, the Hurt they lleep in being 
different to that they wear by day ; in feveral rooms there was a difagreeable fmell, not- 
withflanding they had ventilators,^their number being too fmall. The children have 
four meals per day, two plates at dinner : they are allowed as much beer as they can 
drink, and have no fait meats. The houfe is but one ftory high, and has a very pretty 
court in front. In the fchool room are lifts of donations. This houfe has nine di- 
redors, named by the auxiliary lodge of St. John, the moft ancient in the country ; 
that is to fay they feled one out of tliree perfons. recommended by the other diredors. 
The expence of this eftablilhment is annually from 7 to 8,000 rix-dollars. Formerly 
there was an arrangement between this and the grand afylum for orphans, hereafter to 
be mentioned, winch was ufed to fend to the other the children it knew not what to do 
with, as poflelling greater facility of difpofing of them. 

The p;rand afylum for orphans. This is fituated in Queen -ftreet, has a large court, 
furrounded by irregular buildings. It maintains two thoufand two hundred children, 
of which forty to fifty and not more than eighty are in the houfe. They -are received 
at every period of age, without regard to whence they come : for urgent cafes there is 
a wet-nurfe or two ; olherwife they are carried to the oiHce, where the children are put 
out to them at the rate of fix copper dollare per month. Such as are kept in the houfe 
are equally well attended, and furnilhed with food in addition to the breaft. The chil- 
dren ^o not remain above twelve months with the nurfe, after which they are placed 
with farmers in the country at fix rix-dollars per annum ; this arrangement is followed 
with one thoufand of the children, the other one thoufand two hundred are placed in 
houfes in the city, at fix rix-dollars per annum : the utmofl: oeconomy is ufed. Great 
numbers remain with their relations, who on account of their being poor receive half 
a rix-dollar monthly. When the children are firft fent to farmers in the country they 
are cloathed, but this only once : they are not maintained at the expence of the efta- 
bliiliment after they become fourteen years of age. The farmers may however, if they 
pleafe, keep them until3a|ghteen, but they no longer are paid the fix rix-dollars ; all 
they obtain is an exemption for three years, that is from their becoming fifteen to eigh- 
teen, from the impoft they would have to pay for them ; and an bbligation on the part 
of the children to remain fo long with them. The farmers are overlooked to fee that 
they take proper car^e of the children, who have a mark given them which their parents 
* . at are 
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are obliged to bring back in cafe of death. If this mark (hould be lod on vifiting the 
child, he is erafed from the lift, and the parents no longer receive the fix rix- dollars. 
On one fide of mark is a No. in Roman charadlers ; on the reverfe a crown : it is a 
fmall piece of lead, likea flug, which cannot be fpoiled but by cutting. The funds of 
this inftitution are, i. three thoufand tons of wheat, furniihed by the crown, equivalent, 
communibas anniSf to 9000 rix-dollars. 2. By legacies of individuals, and oeconomy, a 
capital has been railed of from 50 to 60,000 rix-dollars. 3. The College of Juftke, 
which receives in depofit the property of the miners, paying no more than 4 1 per cent., 
and making a far greater profit, is obliged to pay over to this inftitution a proportion of 
its fupplies, which feldom amounts to lefs than 30C0 dollars per annum. All thefe, ad- 
deed to voluntary contributions, form an annual revenue of about 20,000 rix-dollars. 
ThcKing has delegated the fuperintendance of this eftablifljment to the High Governor of 
Stockholm, who appoints three councillors of the city as direSbrs. The have no ho- 
norary managers. 

Tbe Hof pit al of Sabbaifberg^ at Konglholm, near to mineral waters for poor and in- 
firm old women, is in a ftate of great negleft. 

It will be feen that fomething further is defirable on all thefe eftablifliments ; but it 
is well known that good is done but by flow degt^ ; there has been great improve- 
ments of late years, and every thing tends to fatisfy the mind that objeSs of fuch im- 
portance will not continue difregarded ; the poverty of the country is in oppofition to 
a rapid progrefs, or at lead one fo rapid as humanity requires ; and if the government 
does all it can, no one can complain. 


Chap. V\ll.-^Manufailories and Manifaitures. Merchants.— ‘Workmen. 

Swedilh manufactures are yet very wide of perfedion ; the workmen are negligent, 
idle, and void of emulation j they fometimes begin their week’s labour on Wednefday, 
and never before Tuefday, or if they go to their workfliops, it is but to fleep over yef- 
terday’s debauch. This, however, does not prevent their infifting on high wages } the 
more they gain, the more they drink, and the want of money alone can make them re- 
fume their occupation. 

G!afs Houfe. Theglafs-houfe is fituated at Konglholm, uid belongs to a fubfeription; it 
is under the direction of Mr.Lindblom: glafswareof all deferiptions is made here, drink- 
ing glafles, decanters, and fome few bottles. The pot-alh is produced in Scania, the 
flint is from Pomerania (it is 16 fldllings the ton) ; the mineral fait from Tripoli ; the 
Soda from Spain. The glafs is fold by weight } the cleared at 16 fldllings per pOund. 
The only wood ufed in the furnace is pine and fir, which coft from one to two rix-dol- 
lars the cord, according as the winter may happen to be for cold : its annual confump- 
tion is fix hundred cords \ this meafure is fix feet broad, as many deep, and only three 
feet long, which is the length of the billets. This manufactory has but one furnace in 
conftant work } it lafts at moft but two or three yeaft : within it is conftruCled of hqjwn 
ftone, from the ifland of (Eland, which tends to fave the wood, without, it is cafed 
with brick, and cofts for its conftruClion about aoo rix-dolla|s.^ It requires three or 
four days to heat it ; nine hours, at three expofures, to calciiiif flint, which, at each fe- 
veral time of its being withdrawn, is plunged into cold water. It^ takes five or fix days 
to melt the white glafs'irt the furnace; other glafs lefs time according to its having more 
or lefs colour. It requires three hours to liquify the foda. The clay of which themoulds 
are made comes from Cologne : it is half burned, and half unbumed, mixed ; thefe 

moulds 
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moulds will laft for four, five, nay even fix months. The price at prefent is from five 
to fix Ikillings the piece, of fifteen pounds weight ; each furnace has fix moulds, one 
at each opening ; they are twenty-five inches in diameter, fixtecn deep, and two and a 
half thick : they require to dry for a year in the open air, and afterwards for fome days 
in an oven before they can be ufed. The ftones with which the glafs is polifhed, comes 
from theifland of Gothland, and fometimes from Dalecarlia. 'I'he number of work- 
pien is above thirty, fo many being employed on drinking-glafles ; their pay is eight 
ikillings per day. The annual, .amount of falc of its manufa^ured articles, is from 50 
to 60,000 rix-dollars. 

Foundry of Mr* Afplund. This foundry is fituated oppofite to the Spinhaus, on the 
other fide of the lake, it is very handfome, and very conipleat. Mr. Afplund engages 
to execute any orders committed to his care. He makes ufe of no other iron than I'ucli 
as has been once before caft. The furnaces, of which there are three, arc of brick, 
made' by the proprietor; he ufed formerly to import bricks from England ; but they 
coft him a dollar per hundred nearly, and his annual confurtiption was fifteen thoufaiid. 
At prefent he has managed by grinding the bricks of whiclj the former furnaces were 
compofed, and had been thrown afide as ufelefs, and mixing tlje powder with earth from 
Germany, to make very good ones, more lading than the firil ; by this means he is 
no longer under ncceflity of importing more than about a thoufand every three years. 
His furnaces laft for about four months, melting in tlicm two or three times a day. 
Each fufion confifts of from three to eight fchippunds of iron. 'I'he iron fufes in about 
an hour. He works up annually one thoufand five hundred fchippunds. None but 
mine coal from England is ufedj w'hich cofts 9 rix-dollars, 1 8 ikillings per laft ; his an- 
nual confumption is two hundred laft. When the objed to be caft is of fuiall fizc, the 
metal in fufion is carried in ladles to the moulds; when of confidcrable fize the metal 
is conduced to the mould through a hole made in the furnace. When pans or other 
articles are caft, they are fmoothed, and the work is finiflicd. If there Ihould chance to 
be a hole or any confidcrable defeat in the work, it is then broken. A hollow column 
of iron, thirty-four feet high, without the bafe or capital, an inch and a half thick, would 
eoft 10 rix-dollars the fchippund, and would weigh 1 1 5 fchippunds ; a Corinthian ca- 
pital would coft two hundred rix-dollars, the whole one thoufand three hundred and fifty 
rix-dollars. Mr. Afplund has commenced a manufafture of fteel, on which he already 
employs more than a fcore of workmen. We faw fome very pretty buttons there, of 
much better polilh than thofe of the mannfafture of Elvius, but he is refolvcd on felling 
none until he lhall have a confidcrable affortment finifbed. Sixty men, altogether, arc 
employed in this manufactory, (exclufive of thofe in the lleel works,) forty of w'hicb, 
or thereabout, are at the furnace; according to the work they do, they earn from 16 
to 20, and even 30 Ikillings a day, at leaft four copper dollars. 

Mr. Ekermant a mafter w'eaver at Kongfholm, has difeovered, he fays, the fecret of 
twifting and fpinning, at the fame time, thread and filk tqgether, which renders the 
whole not only ftronger, but the operation much more eafy : he readily fliewed us the 
work itfelf, but not the machinery he employed ; and in order that none may difeover 
it, tie employs no workmen ; after this the public mull form what opinion it plcafcs of 
the merit of the difeovery. 

The fieeUnuorks are in the north fuburbs, and belong to Mr. Ehius, This is a new 
eftablifliment, at which but little is manuiaCfured of much importance. 'I'he fituation 
even is bad enough, and ought to be changed. The proprietor cdmplains greatly of his 
work people, who, fo foon as they get a little money, never come back again until the 
jrhole is expended : after aaquiring a little information, they feel di'p.)fed to leave 
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him, expefting to get more with fome other mailer: they are paid by the tafk. At this 
manufaftory wc met with neither handfome workmanihip nor magazine ; much isj 
yet to be done ere it become of any eonfideration. However Mr. Elvius has a fund of 
hope. 

The fo called Porcclainc mantifa^ory, is a very Indiflferent manufaflory of ware, fimi- 
lar to that called Delf, and.fituated at Kongiholm. The warehoufe makes a very pretty 
figure indeed ; a complete fervice for w dozen, in thus ware, in the Engliih taile coils 
fium 30 to 40 rix-dollars. The manufadlory occupies a confiderable extent: part of 
the clay comes from Upfal, and feveral pieces even receive their nril burning there ; 
they ufe likewife clay brought from France and England. The number of workmen 
employed is twenty-four, feven of which are painters, and four turners. 

Cloth manufailory. We faw that of Mr. Hebbe adjoining the Danniviken. ,This is 
not the moil confiderable, Mr. Barkins having more than forty looms, Mr. Hebbe no 
more than thirteen; each of which produces annually ftxtcen pieces of cloth, from 
eighty to ninety ells in length. The deafeil cloth they manufadture is blue ; it coils 3 
dollars the ell ; fine cloth, in other colours, from 2 dollars, 15 ikillings, to 8 plotts ; 
common cloth from 4! plotts to y 4 ilriped woollen cloth from y l pious to S j foldiers 
cloth 40 to 42 ikillings ; the credit three months. In every mlmufaclory there is a cer- 
tain number of looms ufed for making of cloth for the troops on account of the crown : 
the cloth is dyed on the premiles. Thofe employed in winding and .twilling in the 
manuiaclory earn at moil but 5 or 6 plotts in a week, working very hard : the fpinners 
earn a great deal, in gaining a plott. All hands counted, three hundred perfoits find em- 
ployment here. The fine cloths are fomeiimes eleven quarters wide, but the common 
breadth is nine quarters. The wool is imported from Poland and Holland ; it colls 
five dollars the lilpund, and lofes 1 5 per cent, in walking. Spaniih wool, according to 
the current price, (1791,) coils from 22 to 24 copper-dollars, and lofes 16 to 20 per 
cent, on account or its being more carefully waihed. The wool of the country is at 
24, 28, and 32 Ikillings. 

Manufadory of Colours. For a long time the Engliih carried on a confiderable traf- 
fic for moffes, at Gottenburgh, produced in abundance in that part of Sweden ; people 
were at a lofs to know what ufe they could be put to ; at length it was difeovered, that 
they extracted from them colours for dyeing : the Count de Ruuth„ then minifter of 
finance, rcfolved on fupplanting the Engliih in this commerce, and enriching his own 
country by the acqulfition : he in confequence induced the King to make experiments, 
which ended in the foundation of the eilabliihment in queilion, entirely upon the royal 
account. • The grcatell part of the mofs called lichen Tartareusy comes from Marilrand 
and its environs ; when dr/, it is put under a large wheel with ilone edges, after hav- 
ing ^een ground by it into tolerably fmall dull, it is thrown into large wooden tubs, 
with lime, ‘ urine, and other ingredients which remain a fecret. The mixture remains 
in thefe for fix months, during which it is llirred every day ; by degrees it thickens, 
the watery particles evaporate, and it becomes at firfi thick as mud, and afterwards* of 
the coqfiflence of the marie of grapes ;-as foon as arrived to this (late, it is cut into 
fmall pieces, and expofed to dry in a large covered apartment. When dried and har- 
dened, it is pounded in mortars^ reduced to a \%ry fine powder, and packed in calks. 
It is not intended that the fale of it (hall begin until 150,000 pounds weight (hall have 
been prepared. It is reekoned^ it will obtain five rix-dollars 26 (killings the lifpund 
(eighteen and ahalf pounisEnglidi)* ' A nutnber of experiments have been made with 
it on' woollen cloths, .which.have perfeflly fucceeded : the fiineft. colours yet extraded 
are R* violet, a fiaxeh grey, (gris de lin,) and a plumb colour (prune de Monfieur). 

VOL. VI, 3 K This 



Portia’s travels m swedenT.' 


434 

This manufaftory employs no more than five or fix hands. The war^houfe !s very extent* 
five. There are a confiderable number of tubs, and an immenfe (lock of urine. The 
mofs is ftirred about in the tubs with large (licks, formed at the end in fhape of an oar. 
When we faw this manufadory, permifiion from Count Ruutb was requifite ; but the 
fecret afiiiredly cannot long remain fuch. 

ManufaSlory of Silk StockihgSf and price of Silks, M.- Maezre, a Frenchman, has 
a manuta&oiy of filk (lockings, with but four and twenty looms : could he find work> 
men, he might employ more ; thofe he has ought to make a pair of (lockings daily, but 
never do fo ; they are paid a plott per pair for the coarfeft (lockings, and for the fined, 
as much as 36 (mllings. M. Mazere manufadures fix dozen pairs weekly : he is in. 
pofiefiion of two looms, newly invented in France, much lefs complicated than others, 
and capable of making two pairs'per day. One pound of filk is fufficirat at lead for 
five pair. Silk lofes from 28 to 30 per cent, in the fpinning, dyeing, &c. He imports 
his filk from different places. All the other manufaflories receive theirs from Burfay 
modly through Marfeilles, whither it is brought from the Levant. The charges on it 
are five per cent, infurance, and three per cent, freight and commiffion, in the whole 
about eight per cent. Tbefe are the only filks allowed to be exported from France. 
Their cod at Marfeilles is from 13 to 15 livres, this year, 1791, 17 livres. The filk 
employed in the manufaflure of duffs, handkerchiefs, and ribbons, is partly organized 
and partly thrown, brought for the mod part from Bazano, fome little from Leghorn. 
The manufacturers of gauzes employ organized and thrown filk in their black gauze, 
but China filk alone for their coloured gauze; they receive it from Gottenburg, whither 
it is brought by the veffels of the Ead India Company. Commonly the thrown filk of 
Bazano and Leghorn, cod at Hambro* fn>m three and a half to four rix.dollars banco. 
The organized from, four to five, and raw filk from three to four, according to quality. 
China filk cods ufually at Stockholm from three and a half to four rix-dollars in fpecie, 
according to the feafbns abroad, and the quantity brought by the Company. In 1791, 
it cod four and a half rix-dollars. The filks which come from Hambro*, are expedited 
by way of Wifmar, at an expence of five per cent, for freight, infurance, and cornmif- 
fion. The courfe of exchange between Stockholm and Hambro*, before the creatioa 
of Rikfens notes, was from 44 to 47 (killings per rix-dollar banco of Hambro*.- At pre> 
fent paying in riks told^ it is 54 (killings and 1 o per cent. agio. The duty on the im- 
portation of filk dockings, is a i dollars per dozen: filk duffs pay 1 per cent, all other 
filk manufa^lures are prohibited. If the King or bis miniders by licenfe import any of 
thefe articles, they pay 75 per 100 duty. 

The MantfaBory of Mr, Appelqui/i, Mr. Appelq.uid is a (kilful mechanid, poffeffed 
of a very fine e(labli(hment at Kongiholm : he manufactures in iron, deel, copper^and 
woodland undertakes any orders in thefe articles that are given to him. His warehoa(e 
is very handfome, and all its contents appeared to us of excellent workinanilhip. You^ 
might here conceive yourfelf even in an Englilh warehoufe of the fird ednfideration 
this artid has travelled to England twice, and fojoumed eight years in that country.. 
From his warehoufe we went into his joiner’s diop, and a large apartment containing, 
ten benches, a lath, and a furnace. Here it is where any delicate- works in iron, deel„ 
or copper, are manufactured. On the ground floor is a foige, with right anvjls, and a. 
machine for boring cannon : another forge with a large furnace, aCled upon by three 
pair of beHows, and four anvils. The cannpn foundiy joins the forge* It contains- 
two reverberating furnaces y in the next room there is a zumaee^ a lath,, a huge anvil, 
and two fmaller. Cannon are founded here of a new defeription, they are of two- 
pieces^ the breeclrof db cannon being made to take off when charged^ and piit on. 
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again ; it is (afliehed by a very ftrong bar, which pafTes through a hole bored through 
the whole breadth of the piece. An handle fervesto work this part of the cannon 
with facility, a Angle man fufficing ; this method is however pradicable only with fmall 
pieces. Nothing of any defeription has hitherto been exported from this manufadory ; 
every thing is extremely dear ; it employs no more than forty workmen, who earn a 
plott per diem. 

There are nine fugar r^nerUs here, one of four boilers, the others of but two or 
three. 

We have before obferved that labour is ’very dear at Stockholm ; tradefmen are 
confequently obliged to fell in proportion. Generally fpeaking their work is well 
done, lefs fo however than in France ; and oftentimes you are obliged to wait a long 
time for what you order. Frequently the workmen exad part payment in advance, 
and afterwards furnifh their job at leifure ; this may appear a hardfnip, but it is una> 
voidable. They never, however, deny the receipt of the money advanced, nor was it 
ever known here that a tradefman changed the goods you have barg^ed for to 
fubAitute inferior, as is frequently the cafe in a Rate, the ndghbour of Sweden. 

In almoft all trades, the journeymen have a box to which they monthly fubfetibe a 
certain fum. From this box, when ill and unable to work, they are paid 24 Ikillings 
weekly, and in cafe of death their friends receive 20 rix>dollars for their interment*. 

There were in Stockholm, in 1790, five hundred and fixty^four manu&£tories of filk, 
cotton, wool, thread, iron, and Heel, which gave employment to eleven thoufand two 
hundred and fifty perfons, mailers, and journeymen, and fumilhed goods to the value of 
1,200,000 rix'dollars. 


Chap. IX. — Different Orders (f Sv/eden.-~Ceremony of t^th February 1791. 

IN Sweden there are four orders, one of which open to civil and military changers, 
one purely military, and two to civil alone. 

Fejiival of the order of the Seraphim, On the 28th April (1791) the minillers and 
foreigners went at eleven o’clock in the morning to the apartment of the Marflial of 
the court, to breakfall. The mailer of the ceremonies .coming to inform us that we 
might attend the lever of the King, we crofled the court of the caftle with the diplo*. 
matic body, without any attention to ceremony. We pafled through two ranks of foU 
diers on carpeting, to the llaircafe which leads to His Majelly’s chamber. As we en- 
tered the room, we were llruck by the various ceremonial drefies worn on that day ; 
each order wearing one peculiar to itfelf : the Swedes prefent not belonging to any of 
the orders, were either full drell, or in uniform \ of the latter but few. The drefs of 
the Order of the Seraphim is white with black llripes, the Ihoes black and white, a round 
hat, covered with a white plume of feathers. ^ (The King alone was drell in cloth of 
filver.) The drels of the Order of the Sword is of Iky-blue, and differs immaterially 
from the court drels, which is llriped \nth white filk. The drels of the Order of the 
Polar Star is crimfbn, with white llripes. All the dreffes are iliaped after the. national 
eut, and their diverfity has a Angular and very pleafing effefi ; the blue colour alone 

* Is it not ridiculous that 20 rumlollara (hould be expended for the burial of a workman ; would not 
this fum be infinitely better difpofed of if gireii to b.is family i The Swedes indeed are bigotted to Mendid 
funerals, and every one muft have his whim ! Nothing can be imagined more curious than thm coffin 
Ihops; fomeof them are gilt, Ibme carved or painted : a fpcAator in one of tbeie, would, in Amt, conceive 
himfelf rather in a fumituic wavehoufe than an nsderuker’a (hop. 
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bieing rather too gay for the Commanders and Grand Croffes of the Sword, who can- 
not be young people. The coat, waiftcoat, breeches, and cloak, are feverally of the 
fame colour in each of the orders: all the knights wear white ftockings, with white 
rofes in their fhoes?. The Prince Royal alone* wore a coat of cloth of gold, on account 
<af his not having yet been invefted with the Sword. The levee being ended, we re- 
paired to a gallery in the chapel, fet apart for minifters and foreigners who had been 
prefented at court. The King entered in all the luxury of royM pomp, announced by 
mu.hc, and feated himfclf in a filver chair, beneath a canopy fronting the church. (This 
'ceremony ought to have taken place in the church of Redderholm, but the King pre- 
fers the chapel of the caftle, as being more near and more convenient.) On the left, 
beneath a canopy, were three chairs with the arms of the Emprefs, the King of Pruflia, 
uud King of Denmark : on one fide upon a turning, chairs of a fmaller fize for princes 
of royal blood, not yet fovereigns. On the right and left of the King, were His Ma- 
jefty’s two brothers, with their officers behind them, and an officer belonging to the 
guards ; the other Knights were afterwards placed on the right and left according to 
their anceftry, each feated on a cufhion of crimfon velvet, and bearing above his arms. 
In the middle of the choir, tire four novices to be infialled awaited the ceremony, feated 
on raifed benches, each between two Knights who were to ferve for their fponfors ; on 
a line fronting the altar, were the Knights of the other orders with their heralds at arms, 
the drefs of whom is abfolutely the fame as that of the heralds of France, with the ex- 
ception of crowns inftead of fleurs de lys. Service being finiffied (a ceremony, which j 
thanks to the fermon of the Biffiop of WefterOs, Grand Almoner of the order, was of 
fufficient duration), the three grand officers approached the altar to receive the cordons 
laid on cuffiions, as well as the book which contains the form of oath to be taken on 
the occafion. One of the Knights then rofe for the fword of the kingdom, and placed 
himfelf by the fide of the King, holding it drawn. It is cullomary for the Chancellor 
of the order to make a fpeech, in which he expreffes the motives which have induced 
the King to grant the Order of the Seraphim to fuch and fuch Knights ; as His Majefty 
himfelf executed the function of Chancellor, he put on his hat and made a fpeech of 
nearly half an hour’s duration. The four Knights infialled, were General Platen, 
'Rzron jirmfelS, Count ^unok, and Count Oxenjiiern; the two latter fill civil appoint- 
ments ; the two former general officers difiinguilhed themfelves in the late war, which 
His Majefiy did not fail, in his addrefs, to notice with his ufual grace. 

The four new Knights knelt and took the oath, they were then admitted one after 
the other. The JCing ties the chain of the order round the neck, and afterwards ftrikes 
the novice three times on the fhoulder with the flat part of the fword, then drawing oft' 
his glove, prefents his hand to be kifl'ed. The Knight then embraces every fellow 
Knight in fucceffion, and after embracing the Princes of the blood, kifles their hand : 
he is conftantly attended by his iponfors. •, The King withdrew with the fame parade 
he entered, and dined in public with the Knights of the order, who, during the whole 
of dinner, remained covered. The carving fquire alone fetye'd all round the table. In 
the evening a court is held } the Knights of the Seraphim on this occafion wear a crim- 
k>n coat with gold facings, and two fimilar ftripes at the two. corners of their cloak* 
After cards, a grand fupper was given : estcept on this occafion, we never faw the two 
princes of the blood royal at the fame table with His Majefty in public. The Knights 
of this order, if of the military profeflibn, wear as well the croft of the Order of the 
Sword, and of the Polar StW, if in civil life. The number of them is twenty-four, 
exclufive of the King, the Swediih and fordgn Princes. The infignia are a large bright 
V ' • - blus* • 
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blue-fliot ribbon, faflened froin'the right fiioulder to the left fide, and a filver plate on 
the left fide, on which is engraven, IHS. with a crofs above, furrounded by the three 
crowns of Sweden. I'he chain is formed of crofles and heads of cherubims alternately, 
Knights admitted wear the plate without the ribbon until the period of their 
• inllallation. 

The Order of the Sword. This order confined to the military alone, is divided into 
three clafles, exactly in the fame manner as was the order of St. Louis in France : the 
ribbon is yellow, edged with blue, and is worn from right to left ; the plate on the left 
fide is of gold. The crofs reprefents on one fide the arms of Sweden, and in the midft 
a fword upright. On the reverfe, a fword run through a crown of laurel, with thefe 
words, Pro Patria. The reigning Sovereign has inftituted a fourth clafs, to which 
none are admitted but in the time of w'ar ; it requiring the companion propofed fliould 
firfl; have gained a victory either by fea or land as commander in chief. I'he King 
himfelf could not obtain this diftinftion but by the fuffrage of the army, and Gufta- 
vus III. was utiwilling to alTume this honourable order before the third campaign, al- 
though he had well deferved it previoufly ; he ftood in the lift for reception only ac- 
cording to the date of his prctenfions. This order is worn, (by fuch as have no other 
than the final 1 crofs, and wear it in its place,) en fautoir^ on the neck. Thofe who are 
decorated with the large ribbon, wear a final! filver fword on the left fide, fuch as wear 
the plate, have two filver fwords below, croffed. The cafe is the fame with the Knights 
of the Seraphim, who moreover wllar the cordon croffed at the neck’: the number of 
Knigljt.s of this order is not limited for either of the claffes. 

Order of ihe Poljjh Star. I'his is a civil order, defigned for the reward of minifters, 
ambaffadors, and other perfons employed by the government. It is divided into two 
claffes, Commanders and Knights ; the former wear a grand white crofs on the bread;, 
faftened to a black ribbon, and a ftar embroidered with filver on the left fide. The 
Knights have only the fmall crofs, faftened with a black ribbon to the button hole: the 
number of the order is unlimited. 

Order of Vafa. This was eftabliftied in 1772, by Guftavus III. It is intended as a 
diftinftion for ikilful artifts, merchants of merit, and perfons employed in mining, ma- 
nufaftories, &c. The Knights wear a golden fheaf, (the arms of Guftavus Vafa,) fuf- 
pended from the neck with a green ribbon, of that colour to fpecify that this honour is 
fpecially intended for the encouragement of agriculture. The Grand Croffes, which 
are four in number, and the eight Commanders, wear a large green ribbon from right 
to left, and the plate on the left fide, or the ribbon by itfelf. The Marquis de Mira- 
bcau was ma 4 e a Grand Crofs at the firft inftitution of the order, and was not replaced 
until 1791. The two firft claffes are obtained at once, without palling from the third, 
of which latter clafs, few are promoted to the others. 

Ceremony of the xph February ^ 1791. In commemoration of the two viftories of 
Fredericlhamm and Svenkund, on the 15th May and 9th June, 1790, the King ordered , 
a medal- to be ftruck, deferibing the number of fhips taken from the enemy in thefe 
two engagements, in order to decorate therewith the officers who were prefent. The 
fuperior officers (of the ftaff) wear it fufpended from the neck, as Avell as the King’s 
aides de camp ; the other ofticers, of a fmaller fize, at their button hole ; each fiiftened 
to a gold chain. In order to make this ceremony the more fplendid, the King, in the 
uniform^of the navy^ (blue waiftcoat and breeches,) entered the chapel with the fame 
train as follows him on the moft folemn occafions. He feated himfelf in a filver chair, 
jcaifed to fome height upon a number of fteps ; befide him was the ftandard, or rather 
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the royal flag, the fame he had on board his (loop during the adlon *. After fervice, 
a fermon preached by the Bilhop of Vexiccn the grand almoner. His Majefty advanced 
towards the altar, and turning to the ofBcers fea,ted on benches at the right and left, 
addreflfed them for the fpace of a quarter of an hour nearly. (We ufed our beft en- 
deavours, but fruitlefsly, to procure hisfpeech, the King inforniing us that he had made 
many, and that as he could not call to mind his exaft wordsj it would not be publiflied. 
it was given in the moft graceful manner, with fuch a fedu^ive tone of voice as caufed 
tis, from being fpe£tators of the fenfations it excited, to be greatly anxious to have a 
<copy.) Two perfons having brought the medals to the King, His Majefty took one 
and decorated himfelf therewith ; afterwards the names of the officers were read, for 
whom any of them were intended, whether abfent or prefent : fuch as were prefent, 
knelt before the King and kiflfed his hand, His Majefty faftening the chain on which the 
medal was fufpended, about the necks of the officers of the ftaff, and giving it fimply 
into the hands of the others. The medal is of gold, in form of a buckler, and on the 
reverfe is infcribed the number of veflels taken at Fredericfliamm and Svenkfund, or at 
the one or the other only, according to which battles the party to whom they were given 
had beat prefent, on the other fide is a winged woman, ftanding on the prow of a gal- 
ley, with both arms extended, holding crowns. Notwithftanding the length of this 
ceremony, which lafted more than three hours, the King preferved the fame dignified 
and afiable manner throughout, without once teftifying the lead fign of fatigue, or defire 
of abridging his duty $ be faiuted each of the officers who came to receive me^Is, in 
the moft polite and nobly eafy manner, yet was it not difficult to diftinguiffi by his more 
or lefs aftefliunate fqueeze of their hands, thofe who moft particularly enjoyed his con- 
fidence and efteem. Many officers received the medal, who really appeared mere boys, 
which gave additional intereft to the ceremony, and made the ftronger impreffion on 
the mind; ? of the fpcdators, at leaft if we are to judge froth our own fe^ations. How 
much is fuch a ceremony as this fijperior to thofe imitations in praftice in alt countries, 
when the fovereign, coldly diftributing ribbons or crofles, (which moft commonly are 
but fo many tokens of the old age of the perfon honoured,) if they be the reward of 
brilliant actions, is occafionally ignorant where they occurred ! Here we fee a monarch 
recompenfing his brave fubjefts, fubjeas who have fer\'ed their country before a mo- 
narch’s eyes, open to appreciate their merit, and who in his diftribution of inlignia, 
begins with invefting himfelf with the medal, in earning which, he bore with them a 
part. The King conftantly wears, and even takes pride in difplaying it, faftened to a 
gold chain of exquifite workmanfliip, made at Stockholm.. 1 be officers decorated with 
the medal, are obliged to wear it conftantly. ^ . . . -/i . 

Here it may not be amifs to fay fometbing of this multitudfe of orders which exilt in 
the ftates of the North ; they are condemned by fome, but have our approbation. It 
is a very fortunate thing for a poor country, that a few ribbons, a few plates properly 
diftributed, fliould fatisfy thofe who have well deferved of their country; and whofe jer- 
viees it would otherwife embarrafs much the government to reward. We ihall further 
add, orders and honorary employments excite greater emulation than pecuniary 
gifts. It would be ftill better doubtlefs, if the man who has real claims to the gratitude 


• A fimflw flag in one of the adioni during thi* war, wa» favrf by fome Swedifli failon, who rather 
chofe to throw it overbmud than fuffer it to be taken by the Ruffian*. Thefe btur did * , 

fame manner with rrfpeA to that of their admiral, or rather let us fay, the impn/al colours rotrufte o i 
Prince of Naffaup wiw bopei of fucctfi but raftlyfonncd^ if -wc be allowed to judge froio the rclulte 
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of hts fellow Citizens, were content with an oaken crown and a public infcription : He 
las well deferved of bii country : but man in the prefent age is far from this noble fim- 
plicity, he is governed by prejudices of too ilrong afcendancy, not to look upon this as 
an ideal, payment for his labours. Until the univerfe become enlightened by that great 
people which has declared itfelf the light and pattern of the world ; until philofophy 
ihall have extended its beneficent influence to all claffes of fociety, people of the North 
and South, whofe fervices are repaid by ribbons; and crofTes, preferve them, blefs them, 
know that man in a favage date is not unacquainted with orders ; for Captain Wllfon 
met with an Order of the Bone in the Pelew iilands. Infenfate as we are, we feek to 
carry back man in a polilhed date beyond the fimplicity of natural man. Let us forego 
the vanity of being more wife than nature, nor drive to furpafs, content with imitating, 
her in her works. Alas 1 how far are we from this ! 


Chap. 'K.^CaJlles of the King.~—Drottningholm.—The Environs of Stockholm. 

HIS Majedy has fome chateaux in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, and two others 
fomc miles didant thence, which we lhall notice, Cripjholm and Stromjholm. Drottning- 
holm (or Queen’s iiland) is one nule from Stockholm, in an ifland of lake Moeler : this 
is the mod elegant of all the royal houfes, and on every account deferves particular in- 
fpe£tion» The cadle is on the border of the lake, which has from this fpot a mod 
I'upcrb appearance ; the dtuation in fummer is delightful, and its gardens, which are 
cxtenfive, are at the back. It has an impofing appearance : each of its two fagadesy 
which are regular, has one and thirty windows, without including two round pavillions 
at the ends. Near it are a number of other buildings, capable of houfing a hundred 
and feventy gentlemen. The princes and princeiTes have feparate pavillions contiguous 
to the cadle. The front next the lake has a grand flight of deps with a baludra^, on. 
which are placed a number of flower-pots made of iron. It has four open arcades, the 
middle ones ferving for entrances : on a fort of platform between the cadle and the 
flight of deps, are two fmall datues in bronze ; between the deps and the lake^ a Nep« 
tune of the fame. On the top of the deps, two marble lions hmding fhields, upon the- 
different deps a number of marble datues. On the oppofite fide next the cadle, there 
is a terrace along the whole front, ornamented with a baludrade and two datues iiL 
bronze ; a large grafs plot planted with ^ew, and feveral fmall bafonain but indifferent 
order. In the middle is a large bafon, with an Hercules cntfhing the hydra, and feveral 
figures grouped around, all in bronze. By the fide of the bafon are two fmall figures 
m bronze. As you defeend from the middle of the terrace^ you fee four large vafes 
and four datues of the fame metal, two of which natural as life. At each extremity of 
the terrace is an iron gate, over one of them is two lions, and on the fide two figures 
holding cyphers, fraaller than life : on the other are two horfes, fma!ler than the natural 
fize, the whole in bronze. The datues, as well as every thing in bronze, were taken 
at Prague ; oh one of thefe vafes is dill to be feen the cypher of the Emperor Ferdi- 
nand. Thefe {ueees are in the dyle of the Tufean fchool, one in which a number of 
Germans dudied at that time. 

The Interior. As you enter the cadle ftom the garden fide, you-have-on die left two 
antichambers ; in the fecond is the reprefentation in a picture of a Laplander- in hia 
fledge, drawn by a reindeer. A cabinet in which, are fome paindngs,. porcelain, and 
China figures : here is to be feen the fird poiphyry vale manudi^ured in Sweden : on 
the right is the King*s bedchamber, it is richly ornamented with gilding, and elegantly 
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furniflio<l. Two vafes of porcelain four feet high. Among other things, two paint, 
ings by Ehrenltrabe, regarded as a Swcdifli painter, although he. was not born in Swe- 
den. He lived in the time of Charles XI. and was ennobled by the name of Klcechcr. 
An apartment containing divers piftures, ferves as a^paflage'to the library. The fuc- 
ceeding room coininunitatts dircftly w'ith the library ; in it are two fine antique bufts, 
and fome elegant modern pieces. (Edipus by Gagnerot. Ariadne by Vertinullcr, and 
different paintings by Watteau and Chardin. The library is a very handfome room, 
ornamented with great tafte ; independant of the choice books it contains, there arc in 
it a pretty numerous colleftion of Etrufeau vafes, fome of which are valuable. A fiu- 
gular vafe four feet high, found in the country. Guftavus Vafa in wax, under glafs, 
very fmall and exquifitely well executed ; and two fmall antique ftatues in a kneeling 
pofture, in marble. Manuferipts are feen in abundance, many of which inefiimablo : 
the librarian, Mr. Leopold, not having thought -proper to take the trouble of fuffering 
-us to examine them minutely *, we lhall only cite thirty-fix voltancs on the Swedijl) hif- 
tory, beginning with Guftavus Vafa : Divers rcJkcHons, a manufeript by Queen Chrillina: 
a manufeript of Charles XII. when aboy ; in one part of which vincerc aut mori. TIic 
library is ornamented with analogous inferiptions : over the door by which you enter, 
Artibus pedora moUefeunt, afperitafque fugit (the temper of man is foftened by the arts, 
and al,l its ruggediiefs dlfinilled). Over the fliam doors on the fide : Nerjuc fi ebarta 
f leant quod bencfcceris, mercedem tuleris. 

Nor do you gain yourduc renown, 

Unlcfb your worthy detdJ in hiftory be fliewn. 

■Carmina fit vivax virtus, cxperfque fepulchri. 

Immortal virtue livca in lading fong, 

And mocks the tomb. 

o ver the door at the end : Cordis ct oris optima ejl harmonia, bell is the harmony of 
heart and tongue. On the fides oppofite to each other, Vincit ingenium probiias 
•■(honefty is above genius). Studio minuente labores (flackening your ffudy you cn- 
creafe your toil). Moniti meliora feqiiamur (follow better counfcl}. Vita ct pcbJorc 
puro (with life unfullicd and a confcience clear). The next apartment is a cabinet of 
books ; it contains a model in relievo of the temple of Ifis at Pompeia. A ftove with two 
i-columns of green antique marble. Two large vafes on candclabras after the antique, 
eight feet high, with white mafks on the vafes. An antique ftatue of a woman repre- 
■fenting fculpture, and fome other matters of but , flight importance. The Cabinet, of 
Medals covaTpnies: tx very fine colleflion of Greek, Roman, and ancient of all nations, 
in eight cafes, which contain more than twelve thoufand drawers : among the Swedilh, 
are a fmall medal taken to be of King Biaurn, but this is doubtful ; another thought to 
be of Olaus \ zStros Konung, very rare, ftruck from all appearance in England ; a very 
rare medal, the fize of a half dollar piece, of Gufiavus /. ftfuck at Upfal. We were 
Slot able to go over this colleftion minutely, as it was undergoing an arrangement ; the 
yerfon employed for the purpofir having underhandedly difpofed of feveral pieces, had 
been diftniffed, fince when, His Majefty keeps the key of it himfelf. This will be the 
j)ropcr place to introduce an account of Swedilh medals. 

* Asa matter of comfort on this fcore, His Majefty told us that he himfelf could not have the attend- 
.nnee of his librarian at all times he wifticd.* * N'everthdefs we felt onrfelves much hurt at fuch a procedure, 
ibappening in a country where we had met fo few examples of difcourttfyt 
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According to the work entitled Thefaurus mmmorum Sueogolhicoru'n-, by Bnmcr^ 
in quarto, Stockholm, 1731, the moft valuable and fcarce Swedilh medals are the fol- 
lowing ; that of llaquims prater Evict magnif who lived in 1 360, it was fouiul in Dale- 
carlia. On one fide of it is his portrait, with Hacwintts Dux Norvegia^ on the other a 
crofs between three rofes, and moneta Eajloia. The author is unacquainted with any 
other. Slen Sture, the younger, was the firft that ever (truck emblazoned pieces. On 
one fide is the head of St. Eric, with this infcription : S. Krkus Rex Suedes ; on the 
other the arms of Sweden quartered, with this legend : Mone Stockholm, 1512. I'he 
author had feen but two befides thofe he himfeli polTeired. Nummi cvjvfdam pfeuch — 
Sturii vulgi dale junckaren qui anno 1524, contra Gujiavitm primum Rcgem Sueeijs 
Jeditionem conciliavit. This bears on one fide the letter N vith a crown iiirrctmded 
by two fmall crofTes and two rings: about, Nicolaus Siure ; on the otiier fide, a (liicli 
with three crowns and this legend, M. M. in v dlibusy meaning money of Mura in the 
valley. It is a well eftablifhed fa6t: in hiftory, that this falfe Sture remained for a long 
time in Dalecarlia, in the neighbourhood of Mora. There is another fmaller coin of 
the fame Sture, which is likewife very rare. . A gold coin of Guftavus I., on one fide 
he is reprefented crowned, with a fword in his right hand, and a globe and cru.Cs in the 
other, between his legs a (hield : the infcription, Gvjiavus Dei gratia Succonnn Rex ; 
on the reverfe, another (hield quartered, in two of the quarters are blazoned t!)c three 
crowns, in each of the other two a lion ; around, monct. nova Stockol. 1528. I'his crown 
is called nummus aureus inauguralis. This fingular piece is where it ought to bo, in the 
King’s poiTelTion ; the author never faw a fimilar. There is a filver coin of fimilar 
(lamp, which is alfo extremely rare. The author fpeaks of one in his colleftion as the 
only one he ever faw. Gufiavus Adolphus with his Queen Eleanor, a gold coin of two 
ducats value. On one fide are the heads of the King and Queen, with this infcription: 
Gujlavus Adolphus et Maria Eleonora Rex ct Regi. Suec. on the reverfe, contra /pern 
in fpem : at the bottom, the arms of the city of Augfljurg, and the date 1632. In the 
midfi two (hields ; on that of the right the arms of Sweden and Gothland, on that of 
the left thofe of Brandenburg. This piece is lefs valuable for its rarity than for its being 
the earlied on which are impreflTed the heads of the King and Queen conjointly, and- 
the arms' of Sweden united with thofe of Brandenburg.” 

Within the fame cabinet are many antique buds and fmall datues of the gods. 
Models in cork of the temple of Tivoli, of the foldiers barracks at Pompeian and the 
Capo di bove at Rome. ^ colleflion of books analogous to the contents of the cabinet. 
A paffage with a gallery above the chapel. On a table, the dwarf of King Stanillaus, 
dred, known by the name of Bebe. In wardrobes, a colledion of minerals, and a large 
piece of pretendedly native iron in a copper box. 

Cabinet of Natural Hijiory. This belonged to the lad Queen, and is deferibed by 
Linnaeus. It is at prefent under the care of Mr. Swarts, of whom we have fpoken de- 
fervedly before. The following are the mod intereding articles the cabinet contains. 
Among a great collcftioh of animals preferved'in fpirits of wine, are a number of mon- 
keys ot dilferent fpecies, one of the raredpf which is the Simia Qithiops; befides thefe, 
the Dafypus fexcintus^ vefpertilio leporinus., mus longipes, mus volnns., and the herboa 
Arabwn ; the embrio of an elephant. Capra perpufdla. Among the birds, pftitacus fe- 
verusy tninimtUy Alexandri ; picus femi roflri ; paradifa rcgia.Jiava ; c ha radius lencurus ; 
turdus Isamatodor ; trochilus niger ; lamius doliatus ; ramphojlor piped nor us pi rat us aracariy 
plateles pigmcea ; et pipra aureola. Of amphibious animals ; cactiia lentaculnia nmphif- 
tena alba ; anguis bipes ; coluber calamariusy^ albus, reginay aurorUy miliarisy buccatusy 
Candidas ycorallinusy hypocrepis } vipera Egypt! y lebetrinisy paderayfitula, SyrUiy ingulansy 
VOL. VI. 31. hajc i 
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haje; hcerta tigrina, azureaf hi/pea» teguixin^ barbaroy Jiellio ; tejiudo ferpentina AmboU 
nenfis ; rana I<^eay margiaatOy cornutoy gibbofa'y tetrffodondineatusy ocellatm ; et pegafus 
voUtanu Of fifties : gobius aphyOy niger ; cbaioden ciliaris, capiJlrattfSy arcuatus ; fciana 
bimaculata ; zeus vomer y fpinofus ; urdnofcopus piSlus ; calichytys tamodta ; labms j^iiy 
paroticitsf mloticusy aut Nilis lufcus ; pkuronedes ocellatusy limanda ; gynmetus pinguis ; 
perca labraxy nilaikOy cojioidesy vUtatUy fcriba ; trigla cucidlus ; cobiiis anableps ; Jilurtts 
my/ius, anguillarisy undecimalisy clarias ; falmo niloticus ; efox fphyrana ; atberina Jiepfe- 
tus ; clypea my/iusy cyprinusy niloticusy dentex ; et mormyrus cyprino'idesy anguillotdes. Of 
infects, vamy fcarabei from America ; fcarabeus facer y gigasy fcabery longipesy Syriacusy 
ceratoniay carmatus ; cbryfolomela facra ; curculio Indusy puftOy vaginalisy difpary argyreusy 
fpecioftiSy comutusy CapenftSy et attelabusy fipylus ; many Cerambyces alfp ‘from Ame- 
rica } the elater Syriacusy melo^ SyriactUy blatta Mg^ttacOy gryllus gongylodesy Mgyf^ 
tius ; and a number of others, among them, cimex Arabs y ferraUtSy bipunSlaius JEgyp- 
tiacus. Of butterflies, a very fine colTedtion, which gave rite to a highly eftieemed work 
from the pen of Mr. Clerk. A number of cray fifli, of very Angular and various fpecies. 
Of ftiells : Lepas mitelloy myapemay vulfelloyfolen cultellusy radiatusy aratinus ; a folarisy 
two inches and a half in diameter ; tellina gargadiagari ; cardium cojiatumy cardijfa ; 
donax fcortum; venuszigTUtg; fpondylus regius ; cbama cordiformis ; area glycimerh ; ojirea 
palUumy felts ypesy operculdrisy ifegaonwn malletts ; mytilus from ; pinna digitiy formisy jac- 
catay lobata ; a conus princepSy or two inches, extremely rare j a number of harps, one 
of which three inches and a half long j ammiralis fitmmus fpe£lrumj bulla ampulla, phyjis 
canalicula foUdalis ; voluta porpbyriay pertitfoy Mthiopica ; Jirombds latiffimusy epidromisy 
urceusy ater ; troebus telefcopius ; z turbo perfqnatusyfcalarisy of nearly two inches; ’helix 
byanthena, amarulay haliotoidea ; nerita canvenuy albamen, corona ; haliotis marmorata, 
parva, patella, porcelaruiy anguis ; ferpula lusnbricalis anguina / a mitellay very rare, and 
an argonaut of eight inches. The collection of corals, nulleporesy madrepores, and fubU 
pores, from the Baltic, Red, and Indian feas, is very perfeCt. The collection of minerals 
very felcCt. A large mummy in good prefervation, of unufual fize. Among the col- 
lection of plants is that made by Mr. Uajfelquift, in the Levant, and particularly in Pa- 
•leftine, and that made by Mr. Kalm in North America. The cabinet contains a finall 
library analogous books. 

The Queen’s' apartments are not very numerous, they confift of three rooms and an 
audience chamber, all Of them furnilhed after the antique. The audience chamber' is 
full of paintings by Ebrenftrall ; fix of them are large, and rq|^refent an allegorical feries 
of the hiftory of Sweden, in which the reign of Charles XI. is moil particularly diftin- 
guifhable ; the ceiling is beautiful. In a hall adjoining are feven portraits and two hif- 
torical paintings. In the gallery, ten large pictures and two above the door, feverally 
reprefenting battles of Charles Guftavus. In the JirJl above the door, Charles X. with 
feveral gentlemen in his fuite, furrounded by Polilh coflacks, cutting, their way through 
them ; neither time nor place are defignated. In the fecond, nothing is to be feen but 
heaps of dead,^ and :troops engaging. Near the oppofite dodr, the battle of Colendsd^ 
which took place on the 8th February, 1656, and in which Charles X. gained a corn# 
plete victory over the Poles. Next the door, in a large psunting the battle of Gnefna 
is reprefented, fought on the 27th April, 1756, and in which Duke. Adolphus John, as 
Generalliflimo, defeated the Polifti army, and obtained confiderable booty. Of four 
large pictures which fucceed, the firll reprefents the battle of PbHippovo, on the lath 
October, 1656, in which General Guftavus Otto defeated tiie Lithuanian army 

and ten thoufand Tartars ; the three others the battle of Warfaw, in 1656, on the 1 8th, 
19th, and 20th July, in which Charles X. entirely routed the PolUh army. Four pic- 
tures 
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tures are placed agamfl: the piers between the windows ; in the firll the Pole8» by Prince 
Honiefpolki their reprefentative, take the bath of fidelity to Field Marftial Count Witten- 
berg, a circumftance which took place on the i6th Odober, *655. The fecond reprc- 
fents the paflage of the Little Belt on the 30th January, 1658, and the defeat of the 
Danes by Charles X. in the ifland of Funen. The third, the paflage of the Great Belt 
on the yth'February, 1658. I'he fourth pidures the ceremony of Count Potofki, as 
deputy from the Poles, tendering the oath of fidelity to Count Douglas^ on the 3d No- 
vember, 1655, at Handomir, I'he next apartment is full of family pieces. - A number 
of rooms fucceed, in one of which feme handfome tapeftry of the Gobelins^ the laft an, 
anticHamber, containing hunting pieces. On the large ftair cafe, the nine Mufes’ in 
marble, natural fizc, Apollo and Minerva the fame, all modern. Many bufts in mar- 
ble. On the lamiing place between the windows, in bronze, a Centaur carrying off R 
young girl, and Mercury with a lion. Two apartments, the one a reading clofet, the 
other a card room with blue furniture j this laft has' a ftove in it with Chinefe figures, 
prefented by the Emprefs of Ruflia. A painting reprefenting His prefent Majefty, then 
Prince- royal, on horfeback, led by a page, painted by Breda a Swede, nowin London. 
Charles XII. on foot. Eighteen portraits, principally of his generals^ fome of thofe of 
Charles X 1. Three battle pieces, one the fight oflIelfinburg-in.i7io, the other theinva- 
fion of Zes. r:nd in 1 700. A gallery correfponding with that before deferibed, contains a 
fimilar number of paintings, reprefenting the vidories of Charles XL ; over the door is 
Charles XI. tbliowed by Count Dahlber^t galloping up to the left wing of his army, 
with which he drove the Danes from oft the field on the. 4th December, 1756. Ad- 
joining is a large painting which reprefents the battle of 7 ttes-hedf near Rmunneberga hills 
in Scania, where Charles' XI. obtained a vidory over Chriftian V. On the principal 
wail, fbur large pidures of the battle of Lutid^ in which Charles XI. attacked the Da« 
nilh army four feveral times in as many different pofitions, and defeated it on the 4th 
December, 1 676. Near the oppofite door a large piece, the battle of Halmjladt, where 
Charles XI. beat the Danes near Fyllebro^ the 17th Auguft, i 6 y 6 . Over the door, 
Charles XI. is feen occompanied by Generals Ajehenberg and Dahlberg^cnt^ng their 
way through twenty-one fquadrons of the enemy’s cavalry to aifift the left wing of his 
army on the 4th December, 1676. Between the windows, the battle of Rugen on the 
gth January, 1678, in which the Swedes under general Kmngfmark^ entirely defeated 
the Danes and their allies. The fieee of Malmoe, with Chriftian V. before the town, 
on the 6th June, 177. A pidure of the paffage of the Geeutha river effeded by Count 
Guftavus Stenbockf and owing to which the Danilh General Dimhcm was obliged to raife 
the fiege of Bohus on the 1 9th July, 1 678. Another difplaying the Dane and Norwe- 
gian forces combined before the town. 

There are a number of fmall aparonents at the end of this gallery, (in one of which 
on the floor, were the likeneffes of the King of France and the Emprefs of Ruffia,) 
which are to hang together in a gallery, wherein is to be exhibited the different battles 
fought in the reign of Guftavus III. : Defpres is charged with the execution of this p]an» 
There are to be eleven piefies, of the names of which this painter holds a lift. A grandl 
falcon almdft fquare, winch formerly ferved as a hall of afllembly for the Rates, is 
intended to be maniificently decorated under the diredion of the fame artift. 

The play-houfe IS without the caftle ; it coft 66,000 rix-dollars buildmg : the benches 
rife in an amphitheatre, and there are no boxes, unl^s indeed a few clofe to the ftage 
for the Kin^, Princes,|&c. It is a very handfome laloon thirty-eight dis in length by 
feventeen wide, and twenty-feven high. The adors and adreffes have ail of them aplut- 
ments dther within the building or adjoining. The gardens ar6 plea&At. 'l^e ifland 

3 J. a of 
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of Apollo and the Chinefe pleafure houfe, in which every thing corrtfponds with its 
title, are highly deferving of notice : occaiionally His Majefty dines here, it is called at 
times Canton^ which has given name to a fort of vittage about a quarter of a league from 
the caftle, confifling wholly of country boxes. The King fpends four or five months 
at Drottingholm, in a very numerous circle; and the refidence is exceedingly pleafant. 
The paffage thither fix years ago w'as far from pleafant, fince in coming from Stock- 
holm, you had to go acrofs the lake which is yery wide, and the ferry, always incon- 
venient, was fotnctimes dangerous. At prefent it is excellent from one end to the other,, 
in many places the road is cut out of the rock, and finiflied in every part at a very great 
cxpcnce. . In going to the cafile from Stockholm you pafs over three bridges, the firil of 
nine hundred feet, the fecond one thoufaud four hundred, and the third, which joins 
Drottingholm, fevcn hundred j the latter coft 5000 rix-dollars, and was completed in 
two and tucnty days. In the neighbourhood of this bridge it is that an obelilk of granite 
fifty feet in height is to be eroded, on the right coming from Stockholm, to comme- 
morate the completion of this charming piece of road, a mile* in length from calUe to 
caftle, and which fpace the late King was wont to travel over in fixteen or feventeea 
minutes. 

Carlbcrgt near the lake on the north, is, as it were, in the fuburbs.of Sfockholm,. 
which are joined to it by a long alley of trees : the King no longer refides here, and 
the Queen but vifits it for a ride ; the houfe has little to boaft, the gardens are pleafant. 
This heufi was, in 1792, fet apart as a new fchool for cadets. 

Swarjisit is a caftle in an iftand of lake Moeler, two miles from the city. It was in- 
habited oy the Queen Dowager, but fince her death was empty up to 1791, when the 
King made a prefent of it to his After ; it contains nothing worth notice. 

Ulrie/dalt half a mile from Stockholm on the road to Updfal, is much larger than the 
two caltlcs before mentioned ; the King moftly pays it a vifit once a year: it has nothing' 
worth notice. 

Haga is a frnall pavilion, a quarter of a league from the north gate : it is very agree- 
ably fituated in midft of woods and on the brink of a lake : within, it is furniflied under 
the direction of Mafrellier, with the greateft elegance, and was the favorite refidence of 
the late King, who fpcntw'ceks together here, even in the depth of winter. In 1791 a 
new palace was begun, which was on a magnificent fcale. Defpres was the architedl, 
tlie foundations were already laid, and it was to be finilhed by 179.6, but whether it has- 
been proceeded upon or not, we are ignorant. The beautiful groupe of Cupid and 
Pyfche, which w'e before Iiave noticed, was to be removed to Haga : for its reception 
the King ordered a temple to be built entirely after the antique; it was to form afquarc,. 
at the bottom was to be a niche, and the light to proceed from above. What poffibly 
tvnded to encrcafe the inclination of His Majefty towards this retreat,, was the circum- 
ftance of the revolution of 1772 being planned in a little corner of the garden, whiclt 
is vifited with much intereft. His Majefty has ordered a refCTvoir to be cut in the rock 
adjoining, a finall lake which you pafs along,, coming from the city, to furnifli water, and 
facilitate the conftrudlion of jets d’eau and cafeades. It will be a very handfome piece 
of work if' completed. Vifitors to this fummer-houfe wear a particular uniform, with- 
which none but perfons of great diftin€iion are favoured by His Majefty. 

The Park. 'ITiis is the moft frequented fpot in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, 
en account of its proximity ; it is fituated towards the eaft, without the town on the 
&a fide.. It is cuftomary for folks to repair hither on May-day^ the fame as thofe of 

*- A Swcdjffa mile, fix aqd a half miUi Englifli. 

i,* Paris, 
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Paris, at Longchamps^ on All Saints. The King appears in his coach. In 1791 we faw 
him there with the Prince Royal, the grand equerry, and a Captain of the. guards, ef. 
corted by his life and dragoon guards. The Queen, Princes, and Princeffes make their 
appearance as well, with but very few attendants. Prince Charles alone was on horfe- 
back, efcorted by life guards, alTigned him by the King as an acknowledgement of his 
ftrvices, in the lanie manner as did Frederic II. to his brother. Prince Henry. This ce- 
remony, if a Hmple pronrenade defervc that title, conlills in taking a turn or two itr 
the park. The King alighted at the Spanifh minifter’s, who has built a country houfe 
in a Angular pofition. It is upon a fraall promontory projefling into the fca, fo that in 
his faloon you may fancy yourlelf on board of (hip. All veffels arriving at, or failing 
from Stockholm, pafs by this fpot, and the paffage is in this part fo narrow, that you 
may converfe with the marines, even at times without a trumpet. This is in fummer 
an incomparable fituation. The King has made a prefent to him, as well as fcveral- 
other perfons (with a view of engaging them to build) of a pretty confiderable extent of 
ground, which, with what he gains upon the fea, by thrbwing.out piers, enables him lOi 
encreafe his eftatc, and procure all country enjoyments. 

The Camp in the Park. On the 24th June, (St. JohrCs Day,J a niay>buih is planted 
before the gates of caftlcs and country- houfes, as in France is done on the ill of May,- 
the King and royal family fliew themfelves again in the park, and remain at the camp.. 
This camp, which lafts all the month of June, is compofed of the garrifon of Stock- 
holm, that is to fay, of the two regiments of guards, the artillery corps, one battalion of 
the Queen Dowager’s guards, and the dragoons. Along the lines, on that day, long 
May poles are /luck in the ground, ornamented with garlands and cyphers of leaves, 
and fometimes w'ith fhields and devices ; at the foot of each are barrels of beer on /lands. 
At fix or feven o’clock, at a certain fignal, the barrels are tapped, and each foldier re- 
ceives a pipe, a fmall loaf of bread, two herrings, and a trifle of money ; a treat of 
their feveral Captains. The mufic of each regiment flrikes up, and the foldicrs begin 
drinking and dancing. Acrofs every barrel fits a foldier fanta/lically dre/Ted either as 
Bacchus, or in fome other charafter more or lefs grotefque : he it is who drinks the; 
fir/l, and gives the toa/ls, which are numerous enough, and are always fucceeded by an 
exclamation of vivat: whenever any of the royal family or a^generalpa/Tes, their healtli.. 
is drank with a vivat. SoldicTs in difguife are drawn on carriages all along the line ; 
thefe with drollery and finging ftrive to pleafe the pcople who flock in crowds to .laugh 
at them : they Ibmetimes take indecent licence. Soon as the evening, roll is beat, a'l 
immediately difperfe in good order. The royal family generally fup in camp in the 
King’s tent ; His Maje/ty himfelf frequently fleeps in it, and notwith/landing he was- 
not prefent. in 1 79 1 , his tent was erected and occupied by General Armfeldt (with whom 
the court fupped) as Commandant of the camp and troops ; the King giving him the 
General’s Staft, at the time of his departure, to hold during the whole of his ahfcnce. 
This particular ftafi'is of bronze, overfpread with fmall crowns in gold from one end 
to the other. The King coramonly at his levee on Monday gives the ftalF to one of his 
aides de camp be entitled to which the individual mull at lead be a colonel ; and 
during the whole time of his retaining it, he has fuprorae power over all that regards 
the fcrvice in Stockholm, Princes and Generals not excepted ; in one word, h what- 
ever regards military matters he reprefents the King himfelf. 'I'his fta/F mu/l never be • 
liSud afide ; it is held generally for a week when the King is at Stockholm, and fome- 
times longer. Hie bwedi/h Majefly adopted this cuilom from the court of Rufiia j 
however if fuch a pra^ice remains there at prefent, it is with a di/Tereace.- 
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Chap. XI .— of the Swedfh Troops, —Difpojitlon (f the Soldiery, — Abufes in nd- 

Jitary Matters. 

THE Swediftj army is compofed of a fmall number of regiments, either levies or in 
garrifon, and nationalVoops : the firft, as every where elfe, are compofed of foldiers en* % 
rolled, ' taken wherever they were to be found. The national regiments are bn eftab- 
lilhment only when under order, or during reviews. 

The provinces fumifh according to their population and extent, either a regiment of 
infantry or cavalry. ’Each individual foldier, as well as officer, poffeffes a portion of 
land and a dwelling ; and the enrolment is made in fuch manner that as nearly as poffi. 
blethe Colonel fliould live in the, center of his regiment, and each Captain in the midft 
of bis men. This colle£Hon of refidences is called Bojlelles. 

As the revenue of the different eftates very much depends on the nature of the foil, 
the polls of Colonel and Captain differ accordingly, but may be ellimated at worth the 
one from 1200 to 2000 rix-dollars, the other from 3 to 500. 

Each diftrid is thus obliged to furnifli one or more men, according to its being more or 
lefs peopled. Inftantly as one departs for the army his fucceffor is dtfignated immedi- 
ately, fo that in cafe of death the fubftitution of another man fnould take place without 
delay. If a canton be too inconfiderable to furniih a man, a number unite . for the 
purpofe. 

During the interval of military fervice, ( a confiderable part of the year,) he either 
works at his bufinefs or cultivates the ground, and is paid by the proprietor of the ha- 
bitation, which affords him ihelter, at the fame rate as other workmen. Three months 
after the death of a foldier, his wife and children are obliged to give up the dwelling to 
his fucceffor. 

■WTien the clergy were defpoiled of their poffeffions, the crown diftributed them in 
great meafure to individuals upon their engagement at the time, to fumilh perpetually, 
and maintain a certain number of foldiers. Such was the balls of the mode which is 
now in practice, which having been ratified by divers diets, is become a fundamental 
bafe of the military conftitutioh. 

All the troops wear the Swedilh drefr, that is to fay, a jacket and cloak. This cloathing 
is unfuitable to fo cold a climate ; the cloak does not defend the whole of the body, and 
mnft needs be cumberfome in engagement. The foldiers wear round hats. 

Some regimfents, but thar number is few (that of the Queen for example) are dreffed 
after the French fafliion. The general officers wear a blue coat with gold tags : they 
moftly have a regiment to themfelves. Lieutenant-Colonels wear two epaulets, the 
feme as Colonels in France. Officers of whatfoever rank, wear a blue and yellow fcarf 
under their jacket, and- their handkerchief tied round their left arm. In the laft war 
it was perceived that this diftin£Uon, too firiking not to be vifible, pointed them out aS 
marks for the enemy. The SwedUh cockade ia yellow. 
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State tf the Svxdijh Amen ^79^* 
Infantry. 

Levin. 

lit Re^ment of foot ^rds, . . 

>jtd do. of guards, wmte and bla^ 

Artillery, . . . . . 

The Ring’s regiment, ... 

The Queen’s do.. 

The Queen Dowager’s do., 

Spiingporten’s regiment, 

Steding’s do., .... 

Two others of eight hundred men each, * 

Foot yagers, .... 

Total of the levied infantry, « 


No. of Men. 
1200 
1500 
2890 
800 
1200 
1260 
800 
1200 
1600 
800 

13**50 


Levies. 

Huflars, 

Light Horfe, 
Squadron of Coliacks, 


Cavalry. 


Total, 

National Troops^ 
Infantry. 


The Regiment of Upland, 
of Skaraboirg, 
of Obo, 
of Rronfber^, 
of Jonkoeuping, 
of Bjeeumeborg, 
of Dalecarlie, • 
of Ollrogothie,* 
of Tavaftehus, 
of Helfingie 
of Elffborg 


1 200 jThe Regiment of Veftrogothia. .. jsoo 
1 200 ofSavoIax, » 1437 

1025 ofWeftmania, - 1055 

1200 ofNyland„ - 900 

1100 ' ofCalmalr, - iioo 

*025 ofNerida^dVarmia, 1674 

1*00 of Oftrobothnia, . 1200 

1500 ofJemtland, . 1040 

1200 1 

1200 Total of national in&ntry 22,457 

1200 


, Cavalry. 

The regiment of the body guard, at prdent compofed of four 
fquadrons of Cuirafliers, four of Light Dragoons, and 
one battalion of Chafleurs, amounte coUe^vely to > 1525 

The ftandard of the NobleiTe, . • 395 

The regiment of Weftrogothia, ... 1000 


Carry forward 


2920* 


* At prelent grenadien of the body guard. 
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Brough tforward • 
of Smaland, (now the dragoons') 
of Oftrogothie, (now the dragoons) 
of Northern Scania, 
of Southern Scania, 

The company of Jemtland, (now dragoons) 

Total of national cavalry. 


3920 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

100 

7030 


Dragoons. 

The body guard. 

The regiments of Bohus, now half difmounted, 
of Nyland and Tavadehus, 

The fquadron of Carelic, 

Total of national dragoons. 


1000 

1300 

1000 

350 

3450 


The annexed table will give an ample detail ef the Swedijh armp^ and what it cojls the 
trown. 


Expence of the provincial army in the following years : 




In 1696, when 
Sweden pofTclFed the 
whole of Finland. 

In 1768. 

In 1772. 

Drabsns or lift-guards, formerly GarSet du eorfi^ 
Officers of the regiment Adclsfana, f in Sweden, 
cavalry, \ in Finland, 

T% • !• t fin Sweden, 

Regiments of cavalry, j 

fin Sweden, 
tin Finland, 

r r t in sSwcdeu, 

i in Finland, 

Silver dollars. 

4*, 420 
12,220 
263 ^ 
618,968 
242,926 
56,606 
7801 
187,042 

Silver dollars. 
50,122 
12 . 43 ? 
2527 

577.387 

91,288 

* 98 . 4«3 
160, j ft 
8^,283 


Silver dollars. 
51,118 

> t,T 2 O ,072 



1,266,149 

1,170,86? 

1,171,1^0 



_ 



Remat k. /According to the report of the royal college of war in 74 , the provincial tegiment^i coll t' e 
crown i»io 5»34H filvcr dollars, paid by rents ; and according to the report of the royal chamber of ac- 
counts in 17/2, their coll was 1,1 J9)3 i 6 filvcr dollars^ of the like value, ^boih edimated according to the 
valuation of the crown, vihich, according to the courfe of exchange of the prefent day, mu ft be doubled if 
not tripled. The crown gives for the pufl holh and hotlelkt of the officers ol cavalry the fum of 87.u,s8 • lil- 
ver doilats, in rents at 9 marks ^Qxarpent^ tor ten tboufand one hundred and fifty-four cavaliers and dragoons, 
including thiee hundred and ninety-five (Vermeei but the gardes du corps, as officers without h^UlUs, 
sure not included. 


Annual 
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Annual expence of the generality and raifed regiments at the undermentioned 

epochs. 


The generality, 

Regiment of guards, 

{!;l£d:. 

Two corps of chafleurs In Finland, 
One of light dragoons in do. 
Huflars, 

{i:l:sS: 

Stores for the deet and army, 
Cloathlng ior the fin Sweden, | 
troops, lin Finland, 


1696. 

I at 24 marks, 
or 2 doll, per rix«doL 


210,482 

195,879 

125,00c 

205,380 

50,000 


*»034,2i7 


1768. 

at 42 marks, 
or 3i dols. per rix-doL 

1772. 

at 70 marks, 
or 5^ dols. per rix-doL 

*8 , *47 

*0,580 

145,000 

*60,951 

**8,371 

2 36,000 

*57448 

195,300 

62,273 

12,800 

101,848 

122,464 

202,626 

210,500 

63,7a* 

64,375 

39 >> 8 o 

39 > 8 f* 

8,783 

8,783 

160,000 

250,000 

300,000 

277,500 

53*.450 

608,000 

3 48,496 

396,500 

74 »t 7 o 

5 *»o *3 

a, *80,541 

*,7*7,8.80 ' 


General expence of the army according to the Rolls of 1787. 


For the college of war. 
The ftafC ^ 

The commllTarlat in 

The military. 

The artillery, 
Garrifons, 


FortrclTcs, 


Finlfind, 

In Sweden, 
in Finland, 
in Sweden, 
in Finland, 
in Sweden, 
in Finland, 
in Sweden, 
in Finland, 


Wood, coal, and oil in the fortrefles, 
Engineers, 

Stores, 

ilnlTars and dragoons of Carelia, 
Chafleurs In Finland, 

Mthtarj fchool of Hapanieml, 
Cloathing for the troops, 

The saltpetre dtreAoiy, 

Exptnee on inarches in Sweden, 

Doi In Finland, 


Total Rlx-dollars in specie, 


2 

I 


16,299 16 

4,604 

7 » 9^9 47 

281,130 17 

94>4*5 3» 
65,042 31 
18,329 12 

75.84’^ 

59*886 
54eOoo 

26.000 
26,003 12 II 
13,6x8 x6 
30**46 X 
40,760 16 
10,839 42 

1*150 

147419 *5 

60,793 41 

20.000 
X 0,000 


1,064,996 18 8 


VOL. VU 


3 M 


The 
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The Swedifli army in the year xyjS, 


Infantry. 


i 3 SESS 33 &III 

No, of men 

pland, 

1200 

araborg, 

1200 

30 , 

1025 

idermania, 

r200 

•onohci^, 

r 100 

nkop'.g.. 

1100 

ocuinLborg, 

1025 

alecarlia, 

1200 

Irogothia, 

1220 

ivallcliiis, 

1005 

elfingie, 

1200 

fsboTg, 

1200 

cllrogotha. 

1200 

volax. 

1*38 

cflmania, 

1 200 

eflerbothnia, 

1056 

Imar^ 

i 100 

dand, 

1025 

rricie and Vermelandc, 

>474 

lerbothnia. 

1200 

^menegord, 

128 1 

Titland, 

1048 


24,344 

lecruited Regiments. 


i&rds, 

1800 

tillcry. 

3000 

iccn- dowager’s guards, 

1000 


e King’s regiment, 

800 


ingporten’s. 

1000 


za’s. 

lOQO 


jrtte’s. 

1^00 


xen, 

1200 


e Savolax yagers. 

400 


11,400 


35>744 


Eac pence. 

Silver dollars* 
IO 9217 

9974 

io,«;3o 

10.107 

15.3^9 

10,786 

10*437 

>4473 

10,906 

9988 

9936 

9620 

14.537 

10,817 

10,^0 

>4.537 

18,599 

1^1,560 

> 5.*99 

31,621 


Cavalry. 


Regiments. 


No. of men. 


■ 29 I» 35 M 


j6o,7Ji 

265,875 


43 >>500 


Adelsfana, not levied, 395 

The body guards, 128 

CuiraiTiers, 1505 

Weftrogothia, 1000 

Ollrogothia, looO 

Smaland, rooo 

Northern Scania, 1000 

Southern do. loco 

jemtiand, 100 

Provincial dragoons. 

Dragoons of the body guard, 1000 
Nylard, 1000 

The fquadren of Cardiac 250 

of Bobus, 904 

Light troops recruited. 

The light dragootih, 400 

Huflars, 300 


ToUi of Cavalry, 1 0,982 1 

of Infantry, 35.7441 

Total of the army, exclufivt 
ofofiicersj 46726 


Silver dollais. 
14,158 
5 *,ii8 

143.7*5 

77.47S 

94,889 

8t,8ii 

83.974 

84.833 

6,417 


643,401 


89,060 

87.340 

* 7.073 

39.677 

253.130 


- IJ 4 »* 2 * 


12,800 

870,926 


W. Two farms commonly between them provide one foldier, or form a rote according to the extent and excellence of the 
i. The crown cloatba the troops, and provides warlike (lores ; bptupoo review dayf» held, for the fake of liquidation of tlic 
incial regiments once a year, a certain fum is, deducted j)ut of his advances fpri hift equipment, which is new every eleven 
6. The fs^rmer furni(hes the fbldler with his working drefs, which, occafionl fi great faving lo the crpwn : thus Sweden, 
roportion to its popoktion, ' is enabled to arm double the, number of men, to what othar powwra tan do, ^who, while die can 
every twelfth man, (including the navy,) can arm no more than one in tweat^ouf ; nod tUi» the more readily, from the 
er being capable by his labour of evening fubfidence for. his wife and family. of the officers of the provincial 

ments (I mean the mfanlr^,) amount annually to the furu of 232,765 filvcr dollars, according to the eftimation of the crown 
or the regiments of provincial cavalry, a rental of 60 dollars per annum is fet afidc for the maintenance of each man, his hoife 
equipment ; in feme provinces this rental is but 50 dollars. Tha dragoons lire differently maintained, with from 15 to 30 
.rs aUowance. The j^ens eParmes receive 500 marks per man, if maintained by a number of peifants, apd this fum may oc- 
inally amount to 580 where fupported by one alone : tbis'regrment not b^ing raifed as yet, tne peafantry pay this fum as a 
•gift to the crown, and the weight of its preffure on individuals is dependant on circumitances. 

emarh. i . An extent of land which maintains a foot foldier or fsilor is called a R^te ; an eflate which maintains a horfe fol- 
> a Ruji-holh The rentals above dipulated are deducted by the crown from the annual taxes paid by the peafantry. 
'he rtgirnepts df cavalry, rated above at one thoufand, were reduced to five hundred in 1792* the remaining five hupared being 
rporated in the infantry. The regiment of guards confills at prefent of no more than one thoufand two hundred men ; 
Iving in 1792 creating a fecond regiment of one thoufand five hundred men. At his death a number of changes took place 
ilitary affairs, particularly a body of horfe artillery was formed, 3 cc. &c. 






y01lTIA*i8 TRAVELS IN SWEDEN, 451 


Expence of the whole army. 


Provincial Infantry, - 

Do. cavalry, 

Men. 

24>344 

10,282 

Silver doi ar.. 

896,551 


Together, 

j 4,626 

• 

1,187,902 

Recruited Infantry, 

Do. cavalry. 

1 1 ,400 

700 

870,926 

i 54 .‘ 2 i 



12,100 


1,025,047 

The ftaff, - 

Fortifications^ ordnance, and ammunition, 
Cioathing for the troops, 


20,580 

1,542,124 

*148,513 

2,011,217 

Total of expcncc, • 



4,224,166 * 

• But call up by the author, polHbly owing to fome') 
omllTion, - - ♦ J 

5.*7 4.848 


The difpofition of the Swedifli troops is high fpirited, the officer generally brave, the 
fbldier much refembling the French foldier ; he bears with impatience a continued fire, 
and after fuffering a few feconds without being able to return it, you are abfolutely 
obliged" to charge. He readily reforts to the bayonet, and the Ruffians many times ex- 
perienced in the laft war how much they are to be dreaded with this weapon. The of- 
ficer muft pofitively head his troops, and frequently advance a few fteps in front, with- 
out which poflibly the line might refufe to advance, this form complied with the Swedes 
will follow wherever thev are led; During the war in Finland, a regiment of infantry 
wis ordered to charge tne enemy j the King fent for its Colonel, who was near him, 
tb mde de camp genercU'^ Notwithftandihg this was told, not a man would ad- 
vance, and His Majelty was obliged to fend back his mde decamp to head the regimenc, 
in which fituation he was wounded. The Swede fires but flowly, yet aims well : rarely 
does it happeta that a company fires at once, each man is left to difeharge his piece at 
pleafure. After five or fi* rounds, if expofed to a battery or a fuperror fire, you mull 
laid to the charge, or would expofe yourfelf to the companies charging diforderly of 
theinfelv^es. The Swedilh foldier is religious : prayers are read exaClly eveiy day in 
each regimtent ; he is naturally tioneft, fpuras 'at any thing mean, and is an utter ftran- 
ger to tnofe vices whiCh difgrace the foldier throughout almoft all Europe. This cha- 
rader, however, belongs to the national troops alone ; the regiments levied, or in gar- 
lifon, at^ compofed in the fame manner as every where elfe. 

It is requifite the Swediflii foldier fitbuld be well fed j he bears with difficulty any fub-’ 
tindion from his allowance, or «ven with having it* delayed. This is a cafe which can- 
not be too ftrongly reepthmended tdSwedifh officers. . 

NuniCTous abufes prPrail hi the Rdtniniftration of military af&irs. Commiffions are 
publicly fold notwithlliUlding the King’s fpecial orders that fuch lhameful traffic Ihduld 
ceafe.' He knbws, fo as to put it 5eyond doubt, that his orderi$ are not regarded ; ne- 
verthelels he can do no more : the matter is conduded with fo much art as never to ad- 
mit of proof, fo that even the colonels are oftentimes in ignorance of it themfelves. 

The minifters are not nice ib keeping the prdmifes they make to dfficers : we can 
quote in prtjof ttf tHfei a Erenehmari Urho fought through the whole campaign in Fin- 

3 M d tand. 
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land, w ho received flattering teflimonials of Jiis condu£l: from every general under whom 
he ferved, yet was unable to get a company till two years after the peace, notwithfiand- 
ing it was formally promifed him^ and that he was every way deferving. A number 
of officers have waited a long time, even with the King’s recommendation in their 
pocket. Miniders and general officers obje£l to foreigners on account of their igno> 
ranee of the language of the country, but when requifite to order them to face the ene- 
my they never think of this deficiency, but rate them as they truly are, very fit for the 
purpofe. 


Chap. XII. — Journey to the Mines ; Sahla ; Afvejlad \SiEter ;Orncs; Fablun\ Mora ^ 

Flfdal; Quarries of Porphyry. — Dalecarlians. — Gejie. — CataraH of Elf scar leby. 

•^Suderfors. 

The tour of which we are about to render account is very interefting ; provided you 
be difpofed to pay attention to every thing curious it will take up a fortnight. Wead> 
vife it to be undertaken in the month of May, a period when the fnow is entirely thaw- 
ed ; for unlefs you have the precaution to wait until the fnow is wholly gone, you will 
be deprived of the pleafure of feeing many interefting fpots, the road to which is fre- 
quently impaffable during the thaw. 

From Stockholm to Sahla is twelve miles, and an excellent road. The latter is fitu- 
ated on the banks of the river which feparates. the government of Stockholm from that 
of Upfal. Before you reach the ftage called Tib/e, you find two marble monuments, 
the inferiptions on which fhew them to have been ere£led in commemoration of the 
marriage of Adolphus Frederic, with the Princefs of Pruffia, and the arrival of the 
Queen of Guftavus III. 

Sahla is a fmall and very badly paved town ; the llreets are ftrafght ; the houfes en- 
tirely of wood, very low, being feldom more than one ftory high ; it may contain about 
two thoufand four hundred inhabitants, the greater part whom are employed in the 
' mines. Happening to arrive on the day on which a mother and daughter, who died of 
different complaints, were buried, we remarked the fame oftentation in the funeral, that 
we had noticed at Stockholm ; as perfons concerned in the mine, each of them was car- 
ried by eight workmen *, the country people and miners who followed them to the grave 
were all decently clad in black, in a much better manner indeed than is ufual in oth# 
countii^ with people of the fame condition. The church, confidering the fize of the 
town, is handfome enough. The living of Sahla, which is one of the beft in Sweden,^ 
brings in 2000 dollars : the Count de Schwerin, fon of the deceafed fenator of that name, 
is the prefent incumbent. The neighbourhood of this town is very plcafant. 

Sahlabutta is the name of the place where the foundry is, a quarter of a league' from 
the town : as you travel thither you notice a number of houfes, Handing by themfelvea 
(forfoar of fire) which ferve as magazines for ftc^n^ the com, grain, and^orageof the 
inhabitants. All the hqufes of Sahlabutta are occupied by different, j^flons belonging 
to the foundry. There is there a church | a river which pailes through it ferves to> 
work a number of wheels. More than two hundred worknien are employed at the 
foundry, and a like number at the mines. The ftonft drawn from the mine am carried 
into a building containing two and thirty peftles moved by wheels, which ferve to reduce 
them to powder: there are two forts of powder, the one called Hour or dull, and the 
other pafte ; thefirft of which is the beft : the ore thus pounded, runSi off into wooden 
receivers, is fpread upon iheets of coarfo cloth, and waihed by water which falls over 
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it ; it is ftirred with a fort of blunt ftick j this o|)eration is termed "the walhing. In this 
part of the building there are eight wafliing machines, and fifty.fix are diftributed in dif- 
ferent other places. As the mine is on th^ oppofite fide of the town, an efiablifiiment 
is about to be formed in its neighbourhood, fimilar to this forjiounding and wafliing the 
ore; the carriage thus will be lefs, when the ufelefs matter is feparated from the ore 
taken for melting. The wafliing yields two kinds of ore ; that which remains at the 
.bottom is the ricneft. From this part we went to where it is calcined ; they make ufe 
*of wood for heating their furnaces, two in number, each of which works three fchip- 
punds of ore at a time. In another building a wheel afts upon eight pair of bellows, 
and a number of wooden mallets ufed to pound the charcoal which isafterwards mixed 
with ciay, and ferves to form the bed on which the lead and filver runs, upon their 
flowing from the furnace. In another building the calcined ore is thrown upon burn- 
ing charcoal; In this building there are four furnaces on the firft ftory j and in one ad- 
joining two others of like defcription much lefs high. The melted matter fells, and 
when the fcoria: are taken off, an iron crow is ftruck into the body of the furnace, and 
the metal runs into a hole made in the ground ; by a fecond procefs it is lhaped into in- 
gots, in moulds, and in this ftate it is Amply filver and lead. Adjoining is a houfe con- 
taining a furnace in which the lead is feparated from the filver; in this operation the 
lead becomes vitrified, and is afterwards reduced to its natural ftate; this ojiteration takes 
up eight and forty hour^; a very hot fire for eight or pine hours is requifite as a laft 
procefs, to purify the filver entirely from the little lead which ftill remains; this is done 
m a brick furnace placed under a bell, and the method ufed is much the fame as that 
in pradHce at Freybcrg. One quintal of ore yields betw^n ♦ two and three loths of 
pure filver, and ten pounds of lead. 

The wages of the workmen vary, fome are paid by the job, others by the month or 
day ; fome receive no more than from one to tworix-dollars a month ; then feeing they 
work for twenty-four hours at a ftretch, have a reft-day alternately, with a day of la- 
bour : the foremen of the foundry may earn about 50 nx-dollars per annum, the com- 
mon workmen from 16 to 25. A warehoufe is to be built for the charcoal ; the car- 
cafe is already compleat. On the fide of the foundry you have a delightful profpeft of 
a fmall lake, three quarters of a mile long, and a furlong broad. In another brick 
building, two large furnaces are conflrufting, coated externally with iron and granite ; 
the intttior is to be of fiheljiem^ a ftone which refills fire ; it is expefted they will be 
compleated this year 1791, when the two others we have before-mentioned are to be 
deftroyed ; thefe are in a feparate building where the poorer part of the ore, fuch as is 
not waflied, is roafted ; it is blended with iulphur for the purpofe of extrading the fmall 
portion of filver it contains. Four open furnaces are conftantly at work, and two fmaller 
ones; in thefe layers of charcoal are placed upon layers of ore, and a ftratum of coal at 
the top. On thefe not only is that ore laid apparently but pdor, but fuch Icoriae as are 
fufpeded to contain any particles of filver, fo that this matter thus roafted confifts of 
iron, fulphur, fcoriae, and limeftone. This operation has the effefl of caiifing*the ful- 
phur to evaporate, the iron to become calx, and fits them to melt together with the 
powd;r of filver and lead. For this calcination five hours are requifite ; fivefehip- 
purds of ore may thus be calcined daily ; the pure leaden ore is cHAsA fcblichter, The 
expences of the foundry are about 6000 rix-dollars. 

The mine of Sabtberg is fituated half a league from Sahla, and belongs entirely to in- 
dividuals ; it is divided iqfo one hundred and fixty lots or fhares, to each lot belonging 

• From sa ounce to u ounce and a Iiatf EnglHh, Avoirdupoii weight. 
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3 portion of land aiid fome ground in the town. The (hares in 1790 were, worth ^.leaO: 
1000 rix-doliars each. The net produce of each (hare was 30 rix-dollars ; the expence 
of working tiie mine is 6000 rix-dollars, which added to 6000 (that of the foundry) 
and 4800, the net fum (hared among the proprietors, makes 16,800 rix-dollars, exclu- 
five of the King’s tenth, the falaries of the oiHcers, the charges for the maintenance of 
the works, as well external as internal, and the machinery, which may amount to 7 or 
80CO rix-dollars more, the mine having yielded in 1790, 3000 marks of filver. This mine, 
worked from time immemorial, was formerly much more rich ; it has produced 24,000 
marks ; but the richeft galleries have fallen in ; there is, notwithftanding, ore met with 
in one part now worked, which yields • 30 loths of fxlver per quintal, but this vein it is 
feared will quickly be exhaulted. The mine at its firft bottom is from one hundred 
, and fix, to one hundred and nine, fathoms deep, at its extremity one hundred and 
(ifty. , 

The works of this mine are highly deferving of notice and wonderful. You de- 
feend by a mouth called Queen Chridina’s, the opening wMch is twenty-nine feet by 
nineteen ; this leads to the firft gallery : the manner of going down in buckets is un- 
pleafant to many, yet what may tend to give courage to the adventurer, no example 
ever was known of the cord breaking ; and if any accidents ever happen, which occa- 
fionally do to the number of two or three in the year, it is uniformly owing to impru- 
' denceand carelelTnefs. A Angular prejudice prevails here with refpe£t to women : the 
workmen pretending that as often as any one enters the mine fome misfortune will in- 
evitably follow. A woman going down a few years ago, a workman within two days 
afterwards committed filicide, which has no ways contributed to diminidi this preju- 
dice': the workmen confequently look with an evil eye on any woman who may at> 
tempt to go down, a matter which rarely happens. 

The bucket in which you defeend is fadened by three chains of iron to a rope, which is 
changed every ten months, and which afterwards ferves to draw up the ore. As many 
asfive may go down in the bucket, but generally no more than three or four defeend at 
a time. We were fix minutes in going down, and fix and a half in afeending, on ac- 
count of the movement lelTening as the bucket approaches the furface : as one bucket 
afeends another goes down for the ore ; the bucket for the defeent of the men is always 
the fame, and both thofe for the ore and the men are condantly in motion day and 
night. As you go down you provide yourfelf with torches in order to fee the galleries 
worked in the (haft, as well as to direa the bucket and prevent its ftnking againd the 
.j>rojed;ing parts of the rock. One cannot help feeling a little frightened at experiencing 
now and then a fomewhat fenfible (hock, and which alarm is augmented by one’s cri- 
tical fituation : this (hock is occafioned by the rope in turning round, the cylinder fome- 
times rolling over its own coils ; and after fome turns, upon- its unwinding, it caufes a 
vibration which is communicated through the whole length of the cord, and even to 
the* buck^ itfelf. The two wheels which draw up the bucket are double, and are 
aded upon by water i they are adap|ed fo as to bear beings turned one way or the other, 
and increafe or diminilh velocity, by’ means of flood gates, which are raifed more 
or lefs; they are alfo ftoppedat pl^fure ; this wholly depends on the man employed in the 
direftion of therop^, and who is ad^nifhed by a call from the top of the mine; his 
bufmefs requires the niceft attention, for any impirudence or forgetfulnefs might have 
the moft di%ftroos confequences. Thefe two wheels are forty feet in diameter, as well 
as the two employed for the pumps. The water which works the different machinery 

* Fifteen Ouncce, Avoirdupois weight. 
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flows through a canal of more than three miles in length. There arc three rows of 
pumps .to the hydraulic engine, for pumping the water out of the mine ; on the fide is 
a well called kneckt, by which you may deurend the mine by means of ladders to the 
depth of eighty fathoms : you perceive afterwards a number of fteps by which you may go 
down lower even to the firft gallery, whence you have again the choice of drfcent either 
by means of the bucket or ladders, to the deepeft gallery of the mine j thefe ladders, 
however, are no wife convenient, and are ufed by thofe workmen only who are employ- 
ed at the pumps, every body giving the preference to the buckets. There are a num- 
ber of marks on the rope for the purpofe of flopping the bucket at the galleries worked 
in Queen Chriflina’s fhaft. 'Ihere is a great confumpdon of Wood in this mine for 
fplitting the rock ; in different parts are lighted fires, which have a fine effed ; ail the 
vaults are exceeding hard, the communications very large and extremely neat : you 
might drive a carriage through the whole of the firft bottom. ITiere is here a fmall 
apartment for vifitors to reft themfelves in, and a regifter for the infcription of their 
names. 

In the interior of the mine, the fign of there being filver is a fort of calcareous 
Hone mixed with mica, called by the miners noble Jlone ; wherever they meet with this 
there is always feme fiiver : it is in fearch of this that the fkill of the miner confifts. 
We had a number of veins of trapp pointed out to us, which prefented fome varieties 
curious enough to an amateur : it is found at firft in vei^ thin layers, the thicknefS 
of which progi'eflively iiicreafcs ; it then ceafes all at once, and is afterwards found 
again. What is remarkable in this mine the veins are irregular, and feldom contain 
metal in a (late of ore, but in metallic maffes. The Workmen here, the fame as at the ' 
foundry, work but every other day, and in each twenty-four hours are allowed eight 
hours reft ; their pay is the fame. The foremen earn 50 rix-dollars, the labourers 16 
to 25 rix-doilars per month. The Shaft, called Makleufen, the deepeft of any, . iq 
abandoned, as is Kongfrumning, the oldeft. 

Herjienbotten is a mine which fell in three' centuries ago ; it fell in by degrees. Tra- 
dition relates that many perfons loft their lives on this occafion. Samdrunmingen is 
another mine adjoining, which alfo has fallen in. In the neighbourhood of thefe two 
mines are great heaps of ftones formerly taken out of them. Some people are employ- 
ed in feleding fuch pieces as contsun metal, and extract from them annually 300 marks 
of filver. This work was begun in 1753, and it is calculated that the heap will ftill 
fiirnifli work for fifty or fixty years. The Kang receives no tenth of the produce of 
thefe old mines. A little farther on is a pit communicating with the old mines ; the 
ore from it is drawn up by horfes, three of which are conftantly kept in. the mine at 
the firft bottom, for the purpofe of raifing ote from the deepeft. The . ftones yield a 
great quantity of lime, and ftill more might be fumifhed could a fale for it be foiind. 

It caufes much wonder to find a mine in neju'ly a level county, for this is very lit- 
tle inclined; the traveller to thefe parts fhoultl prbvide himfelf with letters for Mr. 
S/^the direflor of the miefe, and Mr. PAy/'j thd latter fpeaks French fluently, and 
was of great fervice to us. The following is a lift of the minerals procurable iii this . 
mine : Wei/i gulden ; ore of grey, filver, galena in large and fmall cubes ; galena, cha-^ 
toyante, fcaly, and fteel grained; blende, or zinifore, fcaly, and in fmall grains; na- 
tive regnlus of antimony (it is no longer found), ftreated ore of antimony; arfenical 
pyrites, exceedingly rare ; inartial pyrites, occafibnally cryftallized; granulated iron ore, 
extremely rare ; finely grained calcareous ftone ; ditto granulated with fait, white and 
yellow; caldareous fpath, white and yellow, cryftallized in pyramids and in hexagons 
(very rare) f white quartz, very unfiequent; rock flint, white End red^ in which ftarry . 
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fchoerk Is fcmciimes found; mountain leatheif* (cuir de montap[ne); mountain fiefii 
(chair, de montagne) ; mountain cork ; amianthus, occalionally blended with galena; 
^reen, yellow, and black ferpentine ; red garnets in galena ; iblid black trapp ; ftea< 
tites ; potter’s ftone ; and brown mica. 

From Sahla to Afvellad, four miles and a half, by Brodbo znA'Vig^artii. At the firft 
ftage you have a charming profpeft of a. lake, which you crofs over a raifed way : the 
roads were good enough the two firit llages, at the third they were bad. Near Sahla 
you crofs a fmall river which furuilhes water for the works of the mine. A quarter of 
a mile before you reach Viggarne is a barrier, with a cuftom-houfe, belonging to the 
proprietors of Sablberg mine ; afiei* which, on the left, you pafs over a bad bye road, 
^ leaving the highway to Afvellad on the right. As you leave Viggarne you return af- 
' ter a long courfe to the highway. The troll was entirely gone at Stockholm, yet at 
Sahla we found the lakes were dill frozen over, and in dififerent parts the fnow yet laid. 
On this road we did not meet with fo many hates as betweer^.Stockholin and Sahla ; 
and thefe are very incommodious, as they fo frequently oblige you to defeend in order 
to open them. Dalecarlia begins at about the middle of the lalt ftage. 

Afvejiad, I’he refinery of copper is the only interefting objeiSt in this little town ; for 
which eftablilhment there is a quarter fet apart of pretty large extent. You cannot 
leave the town without prefenting at the gate the infpe£lor’s ticket (the infpeflor is Mr. 
Stokenftroeum, who conducled us every where, but who underftands the Swedifh lan- 
guage alone). The firft refiner of this eftablilhment was Marcus Kock, bom in 1585, 
he died 1659, Sts is feen by his portrait at the infpe£lor*s houfe ; he was born at Liege, 
and was ennobled by Guftavus Adolphus. We were firft fhewn the furnaces in which 
the copper is melted, which comes from Fahlun ; each furnace melts from five to fix 
fhippunds, when put in it is called rokoppar, and becomes garkoppar ; that which is not 
pure copper paftes again into another furnace ; this firft procefs generally takes up fix 
hours ; it is however of longer or lliorter time according to the purity of the copper. 
The copper is laid in bars, with the coal above, in crucibles lha'ped like an inverted 
cone ; at the bottom is a bed made of charcoal and clay, mixed together as at Sahla. 
There are fix crucibles and furnaces for this operation in three (hops, each of which has 
four workmen. When the copper is in a (late of fufion, the firft fheet or layer is fuffered 
to cool in thfe open air, afterwards on the others water is thrown, and the whole is with- 
drawn by layers, which become fmaller and fmaller on account of the lhape of the cru- 
cible ; thefe are laid in piles one above another ; the crucibles contain about 40 layers 
more or fefs : the fineft particles of copper rife and adhere to iron bars placed infide 
the chimney, from which they are afterwards withdrawn. Each furnace has an im- 
menfe bellows worked by water. Nothing but charcoal is ufed, of which there are 
large warehoufes full ; the annual cohfumption is twelve thoufand lafts, each of twelve 
tons. There is another building, in which are two machines that work eight peftles 
for pounding the clay and charcoal, of which the bed of the crucible is made, and to 
which many pardcles of copper adhere ; afterwards this duft is walh^d the %me as 
at Sahla. Between thefe two pounding machines you pafs under a vault, whence falls 
a very pretty fmall cafeade. In another building are fix hammers for Battening the 
copper into Iheets; there are befides fmaller hammers for thofe Iheets of which copper- 
pans and other utenfils are made. In the fame place with the hammers for flatt-ening 
are alfo two furnace, one contains a vefiel in which the metal is fufed, whence it is la- 
dled out and poured into moulds nutde of charcoal, clay, and iron mixed together ; in 
thefe it cools, and while yet r^, it is vrithdrawn firom the moulds and placed beneath 
the hammenk It is s k y wards heated aoewfeveral times until it be fufficisntlysBattened : 
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the fecond furnace is for the latter purpofe. The larged (hcets are three yards 
and a half loiig by two yards broad. The moulds are of a great or fmaller fize, 
according to the intended dimendons of the Iheets. Copper in fheets cods from 6 to 
7 ikillings * per lb. The canal which fupplies the manufaftory with water is inter- 
fered by a number of dakes of moderate height, in order to dop the courfe of the ice 
at the top, and prevent its hindering the flowing of the water : with this precaution the 
works have not .been interrupted by the mod rigid winter. In the lad war between 
England and France four thoufand two hundred fcbippunds t were annually refined, 
three thoufand fix hundred of which were made into Iheets for coppering Ihips ; at 
other periods no more than three thoufand fchippunds are manufadiired. The other 
three thoufand worked at Fahlun are made into brafs. Here is a magazine of copper 
fhects ; adjoining one of garkoppar^ both inconfiderable. The Iheets for coppering 
fliips are five feet long by eighteen inches wide ; they are packed for the convenience 
of tranfport, in the fame manner as glafs, and are fent to Wedcros, whence they are 
fliipped for Stockholm ; where they can ufe fledges : they are fent to the latter pljce 
by land. The loading of a fledge is at mod bur three fchippunds, and the expence of 
•tranfport to Stockholm, fixteen and a half miles didant, is 1 2 copper dollars per fehip- 
pund. Between the two magazines is an office where you write your name, and where 
it is ufual to be weighed : this is a fpecics of contribution under w'hich you are laid, and 
of which you are quit for half a rix-dollar. We faw here coinages of copper defigned 
for Poland and France, which required nothing but the damp we were enabled to learn 
what was the charge ; they are fent to the merchants of Stockholm who forward them. 
At this manufactory alfo all forts of iron work are effected. A common faw-mill for 
cutting planks. In another building two cylinders in metal, for rolling of copper into 
Iheets, particularly Iheets for coppering of Ihips ; in front of tbefe cylinders are fur- 
naces in which wood alone is ufed ; and under the fame roof a heavy hammer with a- 
furnace, a pair of hand fliears to cut the copper Iheets with, and one of a larger fize 
worked by water. A building containing an iron forge, in which is a furnace and large 
hammer. Another for coinage : the machine for cutting the pieces of copper confids 
of two wheels, each having eight bands fitting each other, of the breadth of the intended, 
coin, the Iheet is paflVd between tbefe two wheels, and is cut by them into eight rib- 
bons ; thefe are paffed between the cylinders to give them the requifite thicknefs of the 
intended coin, and are afterwards placed between two pieces of iron which cut them 
with the greateft facility and give them the requifite Ihape; this machine, of very fimple 
conftruftion, is worked by water; there are two, one correfponding with the other. 
From a finall neighbouring efplanade you behold a fall of the Dahl, which is very broad; 
in order that water may nevea be wanted, a cut has been contrived to the manufactory 
with a lock. Never fince 1768 has there been any Swedilh coinage, unlefs of Pollety a 
coin peculiar to Dalecarlia, worth a {killing and a quarter. There is a building in which 
are two. comfnon ca(ks full of holes, into which the pieces cut as above deferibed, are 
thrown to polilh by means of the motion given Ijy water to the calks, over which fmall 
gutters conffantly throw water : the pieces receive polifli limply by friClion, afterwards 
they are dried in fmall furnaces ; this la'lt operation is of very Ihort duration, an hour, 
or at moll an hour and a half, this, done, the pieces are ready to receive the impreflion. 

In the fame place is a machine for the fafliioning of cylinders, an apartment in which 
women are occupied in feparating the bad and good pieces of copper, whence they arc 

* From to 8^. per pound. Copper in England has been as high as lod. is now, t8o7. at i td. 
t About fix hundred tons. ^ . 
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put in cafks uid (tot to Stockholm. A ve^ fmall warehonfe of tea and eoi^e urna, 
bronzed in the Engliih ftile; the mannar in wfaidh it is done is kept a fecret, all we 
learned was, that the different articles were daub^ over with a brulh wi^ vanous 
colours. A place in which pots and pans, &c.' are manu&£tured. . It contains a i^r> 
nace, five working benches, and feveral anvils. In the court is a wooden Wfe ihr the 
puniflirfient of diforderly workmen. 

A hundred workmen are employed, who receive by the fchippund of work done,ac- 
cording<,to what defcription of work it may be, from to to 100 {killings: 40 (killings 
are thus divided, the foreman has fix dollars, the' headman under him tour, the fecond 
three, and the lad two dollars. We faw a child there whofe hair was abfolutely green, 
the refult as we were told, of his being expofed to the vapours of copper. Before 1777 
this manufadory belonged to the crown ; it was then granted to the proprietors of the 
mine of Fahlun. - ^ ^ 

The town contains feven hundred inhabitants ; the pavement here is as deteftable as 
A pther towns of Sweden, wheie it is worfe than in any other country. 

At a good half league from Afveftad, are the brafs works of Biurforsf belonging to 
Mr. Vahrendorf. 'There are five in Sweden at the following places, Norkioeupmg, 
Kikoeuping, Gufum, and Skultuna ; of the lad, which we faw, we fiiall fpeak as we 
proceed j tne method is the fame ufed in all, the only difference of them is, feme fumilh 
more brafs than others. 

Provided one have time, an excurfion may be made to Norberg^ two miles difiant* 
Here it is that the new canal of Strmjholm begins, which ends in the Moeler lake : in 
another chapter we ihali fpeak of it in the order of our travels. 

Hbrbergt A quarter of a mile ftom this village are mines, fitmous not only for the 
variety of veins am the quantity of ore they produce, but alfo for the curious minerals 
they afford j yet mud it not be expected that all the po^ble variety of minerals will be 
found here in ode day : amateurs will have occafion for feme time to examine all the 
produce, of the mines and what may be gathered from the rubbHh, and fpite even of 
fUeb delay, fome rare pieces may efcape tmm which are only met with occafionally and 
at intervals in the veins. The mines are chiefly of iron, there are fome Copper, but 
thefe moftiy abandoned : here in the mineral kingdom are found hematites of a bloeifh 
colour, foHd, lamillated, mkacious, fine graimd, and fparkling : thefe varieties are prin- 
cipally found in quartz. Black iron ore, fometimes of a (bining furface, granulated in 
fine grains, crydallized in polygons, oClaedra, cubes, and rhomboides. ^tive copper^ 
arborized in folid and fuperficial branches: native copper is fotnedmes met with in Gri- 
atlan mine among the iron ore. Superficial Uiountain blue. Mountain green. Copper ore 
of a red, azure, greenifh yellow, and pale yeHow colour. Green, white, and violet colour- 
ed fluor in o&aedral cryttals. Mineral pitch. Druzes of topazes, differently clouded. 
Druzes of pale amethylfs, of cryftals of grey and white quartz ; the cryftals are rarely 
prifinatic : fometimes however common rock cryftal is met with, although fmall. 'White 
and grey quartz. Red feldtfpar in hexitgonal plates, with Ihort points eff three-flicete; 
thefe cryftab are frequently covered with a quartz, like cryftallifle cruft; Stalfteinf ot 
white*tin ore in fine grains, white in the mine, but which bbekens when expofed to the 
air. At a mile and a quarter from Vejiairf^ortf is a copper mine d^rted^ a furnace and 
iron forge. After this excurfion, you return to Afvefladt. . 

From Afveftadt we proceed by. Grodau to Seeter, three nules and a half diftant. 
The roads were not in good order on account of its thawing, (in April) notwithftand- 
ing the banks were yet covo'ed with a quantity of fnow, particularly on the fecond ftage 
which traverles a very long foreft.' On leaving Afveftadt you haVe a c^nung prPfped 

i . ■ 'as 
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»jati peniA aloilg^HMhmkli oS ll»e Dabf, tSI you anive at a floating bridge, which the 
ligntefl; carria^ caufe* to fiidc ia the wa^. jialf a mile" from Orodceu, you pa& the 
flaakaof the iitde town Hedemora, at which there fe'a powder-mill, but wWch 
nothing worthy of remark. 

Satfr, an extremely final! to^, contrins no more than from three to fqur hundred 
inhabitants, and d^erves to be. vifited merely on account of the mine of Sipjberg, in its 
neighbourhood : .it is fituated a league difiant from the town, in a dire£bion of W. N. W. 
Although of much greater anceftry, it is unnoticed in hifiory before* 1420. Before the 
time of Guftavus Vala, it belonged to the two tow^ Hedemora and Hufby, the BUhops 
of which enjoyed the revenue from them ; but that Prince took it for the ufe of the 
crown at the time of his fdzing upon ecclefiaftical property. Owing to fome carelefs- 
nefs of the miners ia the feventeenth century, it was entirely deftroyed, and remained 
thus in ruins for twenty years; when the crown conceded its right to any who chofe to 
work it anew; it was confequently worked again in 1697; a* prefent the 
are the chief projjrietors, Mr. Vahrendorf has a fourth ; k does not evai pay a tenth 
to the King.^ This mine is exceeding rich, yielding annually from twenty to twenty-one 
thoufand fchippunds of iron, its dividends are 60 to 70, and even 80 per Danne- 
mora mine does not produce fo rich an ore, although it be more eafy to work ; the 
veins run from eaft to weft; the greateft depth of the mine is dghty fathoms ; it has 
four galleries or bottoms : the firft, Benzehband^ the fecond, Adolphus Frederic, the 
third, Guftavus the 3d, and the fourth, Guftavus Adolphus, the Prince-royal’ the 
breadth of the gallery of the latt» name is feventeen fathoms. Independent of thefe 
grand galleries, there are feveral worked which are fmaller. It has three principal 
lhafts ; one for the workmen alone, another may be availed of near the hydraulic en- 
gine, but this is a bad defcent, and only ferves for the workmen employed at the pumps. 
You defcend to the interior of the mine by tolerably commodious fteps. In afcendmg 
from the loweft gallery, you have to go up three ladders of fifty, forty-three, and thirty- 
four fteps, before you arrive at the ftables ; on reaching the ftables, you are fenfible of 
cold, which fenfation arifes from the vicinity of the pumps. On leaving the fbbles, 
you mount again by three other ladders each of thirty-fix fteps ; you afterwards find 
five others of thirty, thirty-fix, thirty, twenty, and thirty fteps, after which you arrive 
at a door of communication with the pumps ; here being come to day light, the torches 
are extinguilhed though you have ftill two ladders to afcend. One of ^y, the other 
of thirty-two fteps ; the firft is very damp : the' whole number of ladders are thirteen 
and of fteps four hundred and fifty-two. The mouth by which you defcend is about 
twelve feet oyer; it takes from two hours to two hours and a half to the tour of 
this mine. The ore here is found in extteme large metallic mafles not very difficult to 
work i in many places it is reduced to powder ; the works of the mine appear to be 
very well wsderftood, yet did we experience dampnefs in certain parts : there is a gate 
midway of the depth of the mine, which is Ihut on holidays, which gate we had a diffi* 
culty in getting througl^ on account of a pool of water before it. Notwithftanding the 
immenfe quantity of ore which is extracted from the prefent galleries, three new ones 
are begun ; thefe are Haled works of fpeculation. The fubterraneous vaults are larger 
and handibme, in no part are you obliged to ftoop; you muft be cautious in paffing 
fuch parts where wood has been burnt to mcdlify the ore; as you may othmwHe^^be fiifa 
focat^ with the.feao^andbeat which remains for a'lcmg time afterwards; in this Opera- 
tion much wood is.i^ and very little gunpowder. No more than thirty woriemehare 
employed’ in this imne, twemy ^ which are conftantly at Work : the ore is fern to dif- 
ferent parts to be njelted. The principal place, Ni^m, is a mile diftm^m the 
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mine. An amateur hiay meet here with the following articles ; iron ore granulated, in’ 
very friable gniins. Lamiilated hematites of a blueim colour. Molybdeoe. Quartz. 
Druzes of quartz. Mineral pitch. Fibrous fchoerle, and coarfe and hard amianthus. 
It will be feen there is no great variety of curious matters. 

The mountain in which this mine is fituated is not very lofty, notwithftanding which, 
the profpeft it affords is delightful ; from the houfe of the infpedor, when the horizon 
is not overclouded, you may diftinguiih the fteeple of Fahlun ; the pumps are perceived 
at a very great diftr.nce, and extend over a large fpace. 

From Soeter to Cran^ue is four miles and a half to the Wed. Here are large and 
curious mines of iron ; but you have to return thence the lame way you go, and the 
road has nothing to recommend it. 

From Soeter you may make a flight excurCon to Loefos, wdiere is a filver and copper 
mine, fmall but interefting ; it is fituated in the parilh of Skieder ; here is found na- 
tive filver very rare. Galena in cubes, fcaly, and flecl grained. Yellow copper ore, 
blende, arfenical pyrites, ■calcareous done, fluor of different colours, rather fcarce, rock 
flint, and rock horn : after leaving the mine, and vifiting the foundry, you return to 
Soeter. If the traveller Ihould have leifure, he may take a turn on the oppofite fide to 
Grengielberg, where are feveral iron mines, and where fome curious minerals may be 
had ; fuch as iron ore, black and folid, granulated, in fine grains and micacious of vari- 
ous very lively colours, blue, green, golden, and yellow, cryflallifed in oftaedra in the 
body of the common ore. Solid hematites of a blueilh colour, lamiilated and cellularly 
crydallifed, and micacious and fparkling. Mineral pitch. Micacious and driated pot- 
ter’s done. Calcareous crydaJs of fpar in flat hexagons, piled irregularly one above 
anotherj and covered with very fine druzes of quartz. Druzes of quartz enveloping 
iron ore in fuch manner, that the pieces feem like broken nuts of iron ore glued over 
with crydallifed quartz. If defirous of vifiting this mine, the fliorted way will be from 
Hedemerot as well as to go to that of Garpenberg, a mile away on the other fide ofjche 
Dahl, near a fmall lake : thefe are mines of copper which have been worked for a very 
long time, but which at prefent are on the decline } they belong to Mr. Vahrendorf : 
in thefe are found copper ore of grey, yellow, and pale yellow colour. Teflilated and 
fcaly galena. jBlende. Green fpar, fometiraes enamelled at the furface with yellow 
copper ore. Potter’s done of different forts. Norrka quartz, or potter’s done, en- 
cruded with garnets : after vifiting the foundry at this place, you return to Hedemora. 

From ScEter to Fahlun, through Naglarby, is three miles and a half ; you return by 
the wray paffed over before, pafs by the fide of the mine which is left at the right, and 
afterwards under the gutters of the pumps ; along the whole of this dage you meet 
with chinks which prefent infallible indices of a confiderable revolution in this quarter, 
they obliging you to make too long circuits, which much lengthen the road you have to 
pafs ; a little beyond Naglarby you crofs the Dahlf but ere this you find yourfelf clofe 
upon Tuna, a mine of zinc and filver, which was prolific in the fime of Gudavus Adol- 
phus, and from the produce of which he' made his prefents ; at prefent it is deferted. 
Nearer to Sceter is the old filver mine of Siherget, now abandoned ; two miles from 
Tuna is Gagnrf, vihcYe loaddones of great virtue have been found ; but of thefe at pre- 
fent none are to be met with. After eroding the Dahl, we left the great road and turned 
to the right at a place called Ornocs, half a mile didant ; after going over a bridge 
acrofs a river and coading a very pleafant lake, we came to the houfe wherein Gudavus 
Vafa was concealed in 1520, when purfued by the fatellites of Chriffiern. 

This houfe, the condruflaon of which is Angular, has been condantly preferred in its 
primitive date ; the daircafe is on the out fide, in the fecond dory is the room which 
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was occupied by Guftavus ; it is tolerably large, and almofl perfeftly fquare, on the two 
fides of the door on the infide, are the two faithful gny Ualecarlians dreft in white wool- 
len cloth, and armed from top to toe, with the fugar- loaf hat w’orn by them at the time; 
by the fide of them and near the bed is the faithful domeftic who conftantly followed 
the fortune of Guftavus; he himfolf is in the comer oppofite to the door ftanding armed 
under a canopy, in his right hand he holds his general’s ftaff, and his left is placed on a 
bible on a table on which are his helmet and gloves ; every thing belonging to the bed 
has been preferved ; above and on the fides of the door as well as thofe of the bed are 
infcriptioiis in letters of gold analagous-to the events of the life of Guftavus I. ; near 
the bed is the genealogical tree of his houfe, continued to Guftavus III,, although his 
immediate race was long before extinguifhed ; Guftavus III, bearing relation to him 
only by the female fide. Around the chamber are fome geographical charts, and rather 
coarfe portraits of the Kings and Queens of Sweden from the time of Guftavus Vafa. 
You are afterwards fhewn the privy in which he was concealed, and whence heefcaped. 
to eSedt the union which afterwards took place at Mora. The lake olTers the moftr 
pleafing point of view imaginable : a curious traveller will not mifs the opportunity of 
noticing this houfe, and certainly will find it highly interefting fince it ferved as an-, 
afylum to one of the greateft men who ever graced the throne or human nature. 

The tranllators of the fecond travels of Mr. Coxe, has made him commit a. number' 
of errors in his defeription of this houfe, fuch even as make it doubtful if he were fuf- 
ficiently well acquainted with the Englifh to have attempted a tranilation. We advife 
our readers moreover to give no greater credit to the relation of a Dutch officer, who 
affirms (page 165, in 8vo. laHaye, 1789,) “ that you muft turn out of the highway for 
half a mile, and travel over a dreadful road and frightful mountains in order to arrive 
there.” We have before had occafion to point out a number of errors in this work, and' 
are far from having enumerated the whole. Were the road even as bad as is deferibed,, 
ftill u'ould the traveller, if pofleftTed of a particle of curiofity, feel himfclf induced to vifif 
this interefting houfe : it is however no more than a fliort quarter of a league out of the 
way, nor arc there either frightful rocks or precipices between. 

You begin to frnell the fulphur at a pretty confiderable diftance from Fahlim ; there’ 
wc arrived in the middle of the night, and from the number of open furnaces burning 
for the purpofe of grilling the ore, thefe feemed to us a general conflagration. The' 
mift over the mouth of the mine is very thick ; the road runs by. it and even under the 
I'pouts of the pumps. 

Fahlim, the capital of Dalecarlla, is a town of no great fize, containing but four thou- 
fand inhabitants. Its charter is dated 30th Oftober, 1641: it polF fled charters of earlier 
date, that is to fay 1 608 and 1 634* but thefe were granted, principally that trials might 
be made, and have been amended in the charter firft mentioned. The church built in 
1.^50, is covered with copper, which covering has already been renewed three times. 

'I’he traveller, if he be prpvident, will write beforehand to fonie merchant in order to 
procure lodging, (a number of people let apartments at fo much -per diem,) for owing to ■ 
the iinall number of ftrangers who vifit this place, there is but one inn in the fquare 
r.ear the church, which it is true is a tolerably good one, but which may perchance be 
full, as we found the cafe. The only objeft of cuHofity in this towm is the copper mine • 
and its pertinences : thefe certainly recompenfe you for your trouble, which on our part 
we were no ways difpofed to regret. 

The famous mine of Kopparberg is at the diftance of five hundred toifes from the 
town : its origin is unknown ; its moft ancient exifting charter is that of Magnus Stuck, 
in 1 347, . which afeertains that there were anterior charters. At difterent periods it has 
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experienced damage, the falling in of parts of it in ^ 789, lafted for two days. The great* 
eft depth of the mine (in 1791,) was one hundred and eighty-nine fathoms. The main 
fliaft, the depth of which is forty, included In the one hundred and eighty-nine', and which 
the laft fall has fomewhat dimimfhed, is two hundred fathoms long by one hundred and 
twenty broad ; you defcend to this by a wooden llaircafe formed on the rock, and at 
the extremity of this large opening you find the entrance into the mine ; perhaps there 
is none in the world the delcent of which is lefs fatiguing ; it has ftaircafes the whole 
way to the bottom, the laft twelve fathotns excepted, down which you go by an iron 
ladder ; this is the moft unpleafant part of the defcent, or rather the only one that is at 
all fo, it conduds you to the deepeft part called Armfeldf s hole, 'Jfhe ftaircafes are 
•fo convenient that even the horfes employed in the mine» twenty- two in number, go up 
and come down them ; but when by any extraordinary accident the ftaircafes become 
irapaffable, they are let down the great pits by means of cords, in a fpecies of harnefs 
made on purpofe (for the Chriftmas review.) Some years ago the new ftaircafes not 
being yet compleat and the old one being unfit for longer fervice, they were drawn up 
and let down conftantly in this manner. The following are the different galleries you 
find in going over the mine, and their depths from the fummitbf the ftaircafe.of the 
great opening : the gallery of Bonde forty-two fathoms. Of Tilas forty-three. A fmall 
gallery at prefent abandoned, owing to the fall of the roof in 1789 ; the vault now en- 
creafes in fize as you arrive at the ftaircafe of Guftavus III. ; a dirty road with a little 
fireamlet ; the vaults are fix feet high and from four to five broad. The gallery of 
Sophia Alberiine^ fixty-five fiithoms. The gallery of Prince Charles, feventy-two : vaults 
of mafonry. The gallery of the Flotte, eighty?eight; here you diftinguilh a vitriolic fmell 
proceeding from a communication with the ftiaft of Guftavus Adolphus ; here is a 
forge, a furnace, and an anvil. The gallery of Mars, one hundred ; here you feel a 
finart breeze, and are offended by a vejy difagreeable fmell. The North gallery one 
hundred and nine. The gallery of Prince Guftavus one hundred and nine ; they are 
at work in. this at prefent. The Brother one hundred and ten. Rolamb one hundred 
and ten j a large vault where they are now at wOrk, they have fupported the roof by 
means of fcantling, and at prefent are compleatin^ the boarding, having removed the 
cords. The Hah of Council one hundred and eighteen; here you find tables and a 
chandelier, here it was the King ftepped and wrote his name in 1788, on the 20th of 
September, on fome pyrites found in the mine, which is framed and glazed. He de- 
fcended into the mine alfo in 1755 and 1768. Here’^s you afcend it is cuftomary to 
take refrelhment, which we were enabled to do through the civil provifion of Mr. Gahn, 
The gallery of the Crown one hundred and eighteen ; this has a communication with 
King Frederic's fliaft. The Crofs, one hundred and twenty-three, has a very handfome 
Vault, in which there were men at work; this is‘ the bottom of Frederic Adolphus's 
fliaft ; here we faw the ore tranfported on poles faftened together, and laid on a carriage 
with fix wheels, two of which are under the load. The gallery of the Polar Star one 
hundred and forty-nine. The gallery of Count Frederic one hundred and forty-nine. 
Of Count Charles one hundred and forty-nine. Of Stierncrona one hundred and eighty- 
two : the appearance of this pit is very cuiious ; its machinery is worked by horfes. A 
diftance beneath is a communication with the previoufly mentioned pit. The gallery 
Frit one hundred and fifty feveh fathoms deep, communicates with the Tpai Stierncrona : 
a machine worited by a horfe, with a furnace and anvil. The gallery the Cavalier 
one hundred and fifty-eight fathoms. Lepnmarck one hundred atid fixty-eight. Baron 
ArmMdt one hundred and feventy-three. Grifye galcrie one hundred and fixty-eight. 
-Aitine, extremity you come to ihe iron ladder tyWch leads to Armfeldf s bole* Tne earth 
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of the mine is not! mineral earth % the whole of the ore is concentrated iri one fpot not 
in vein, but metallic maiTes } that upon Which they aft at prefent at work Is imagined to 
be of conic form, notWithftanding the oppofite aflertibn of Mr. Jars, in his metallurgi- 
cal travels, a work in many refpeds defervedly efteemed, yet which at the fame time is 
not exempt from errors. Of pyrites that anfwer the magnet,' found in the mine, there 
is none but that of a greyifli call, nor of any other defcription but the greenilh and the 
whitilh yellow ; the firft of thefe two contains copper alone, in the proportion of from 
24^ to 30 per cent; and on the proportionate miatture of thefe three pyrites, is it that 
the richnels of the ore depends. The /efver Jlagy or greyilhpyrites (mifreprefented by 
Mr Jars.as reddilh,) never contains any copper. 

B -neath is given an account of the expence of the mine from 1779 to 1788 together 
with its produce. 


Years. 

Tuns of 
ore 

l^odiicc wheti 
roafted. 

Fiee 

Mines. 

• 

Expence. 



8ch. 

Lilpd, 

i>ch. 

liifpd. 

Rix. Duls. 

Schil. 

1779^ 

'S’» 3'9 

090 




50,941 

AS 

1780 

>56.9 7 

57*4 

12 

508 


57.'39 


1781 

164,49* 

5758 

10 

4 

88,048 

30 

1782 

174,4*1 

9 f 4 

7 

^06 

H 

66,783 

*7 

•783 

163,750 

6077 

16 

224 

11 

75.57* 

II 

1784 

195.47c 

5898 

*9 

z6i 

7 

73.484 

6 

<785 

« 94 » 73 * 

6350 


33 * 


67.473 

20 

1786 

• 87*975, - 

5390 

J 


6 

61,837 

4 * 

1787 

196^440 

6886 

9 

266 

H 

67,828 

15 

1788 

•<54,950 1 

6421 

»4 

276 

II 

65,766 

47 


The ore of Fahlun is poof, it was much richer formerly. In the feventeenth century 
the produce of the mine exceeded twenty thoufand fcbippunds : at prefent the ore 
yields no more than two per cent, of metal. Thegreat mine has four wells by which the 
ore is drawn up, that of Adolphus Frederick, that of King Frederic, that of the Count 
de Creutz, one hundred and twelve toifes deep, and that of Count Wrede. The fecond 
is one hundred and twenty toifes deep. There are fix tubs, two hydraulic engines, and 
one for the pumps. The machines for raifing the ore are nine in number. The great 
mine is divided into five difiri£ls, which are to be reduced to three. Each diftrift has 
two infpeflors at a falary of loorix-dollars. Thegreat mihe and the free mines, 
(that is to fay thofe which belong to individuals, and pay no duty to the crown) are 
united, (the fecond paragraph, page forty fix, of the work of Mr. Jars is untrue.) The 
cord ufed for the well of King Frederic, weighs feven fchippunds : it might be better 
made. The workmen are prohibited defcending by the means of the tubs, the vitriolic 
liquid eating the cords, and even the iron chains ; the firlt are of leather and laft about 
a year. Laft year (1790) two hundred fchippqnds of lead were extrafled from the 
mine, eight hundred mar^ of filvei;^(the firft trial), and two hundred ducats value of 
gold. 

The ore which contauns filver b heated in a reverb^ating furnace, in which by the 
aflion of the blaft-pipe on the fire the. lead calcines wd becom'es litharge; the filver 
when fufed falling on the afiies qf which the crucible is made* 

The mine is divided Jnto onb thoufand two hundred lhares for the interior wbrkalbne; 
the price of afiisne of late years has been from 166 to 190 rix-dpllars. 

Below the produff for me lafi twenty years b given. The firft fuin indicates the divi- 
dend of each Ihaire, and the feconid the expence of each ihare hbldi^ fof the extra^on 
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of the ore, exclufive of the workmen, which are not comprized therein. The expence 
of the mine is paid in part by the fhare-holders, partly by the public cheft of the fociety, 
and the profits arifing from the fale of five parcels from each lottery ; of this we lhall 
fpeak prefently. 

The following fums are in copper dollars^ i8 to the rix>dollar. 





Hj 

Total 

Receipt. 





1771 

6r) 

102 

17711 

240 

t'is 

1785 

216 

>75 

T772 

27 

108 

^779 

270 

189 

ijii6 

39 

2 CO 

•773 

150 

I 12 

1 7 So 

3H 

243 

1787 

162 

>55 

•774 

250 


•781 

17S2 

360 

198 

1788 

204 

141 

»775 

293 

141 

342 

180 

1789 

172 


1776 

250 

1,8 


207 

150 

17^0 

184 


»777 

2H 

1.^8 

1784 J 

37 « 

I7I 





'I'he water-works are extremely well imagined. The water is fiirnifiicd by three 
neighbouring lakes, whifh, divided into nine channels, ferves to turn as many wheels, the 
fmallcft of which is twenty-nine French feet in diameter, and the largefl forty. I'here 
is no interruption to their w'orking, even in the moft rigorous winters. Thefc lakes alfo 
furnilh the water requifite for thirty copper furnaces. A river which runs through the 
town ferves twenty others, and by means of the lake, which has a communication with 
the Dahl, and which flows byFahlun, the fuel is tranfported which is ufed in the mine 
and furnaces; within a quarter of a mile from the town, and the town itfelf, there are 
fixty, and half a mile from the town, are ten others. Gunpowder is continually ufed 
in the mine; the report of it is loud, ^et.not fo much fo as related. 'J’hcy kindle 
fires of wood in the mine once a week ; thefe are lighted on Saturday noon, and burn 
all Sunday, and part of Monday, fo that the fmoak is not fufiicicntly difperfed to allow 
the labourers to go to work, and confequently to permit your vifiting the mine before 
Tuefday morning. There are four hundred workmen employed who are paid by the 
ton, and earn from five to fix rix-dollars per month. Let us now examine the procefs 
the ore undergoes after its extraflion from the mine. 

Roajling and melting. The firll roafting takes place in the open air, in a plain between 
the mine and the town, in furnaces made of common ftone, with openings round the 
fides ; thefe are of different dimenfions, and may hold from one hundred to two hun- 
dred and fifty tons of ore. At the bottom of the furnace a double layer of wood is placed, 
and the ore upon it in a pyramid of great or fmaller elevation,. 'I'his procefs appeared 
to us to be very llovenly ; it lafts from fifteen to tw'enty days. The effect of the roaft- 
ing is generally the expulCon of the fu'phur, and the calcination of the iron to a certain 
degree when that is fublimed. Part of the fulphur at the fame time is decompofed, and 
fome of its acid adheres to the iron ; in this ftate the iron is very fufible, and forms by 
admixture a black metallic glafs, which ferves' moll ly as a very powerful flux, for the 
greater part of the ftones which adhere to the ore, from it poffeffing this property, not all 
but only a part of the fulphur is expelled at the firft roafting. At the firft fufion. which 
fucceeds the roafting, that part of the iron which has loft its fulphur is converted into 
the metallic glafs before mentioned, which diffolves and melts at the fame time all ftony 
matter, forming thus a matter called which being fpecificalljife lighter than the 
more metallic part, floats at the top in the crucible, and runs off as they continue filling 
it by an opening in front of the furnace called the eye. At the bottom of the crucible 
the more metallic part of the iron is found united with the copper, and ftill retaining 
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its fulphur, forming a fort of ore or richer pyrites of copper, purged from all ftony 
matter, and called in Swedilh/vV^riw, which matter contains from ten to fifteen pounds 
of copper per quintal, in lieu of two, which was the proportion in thorough ftat^ This 
JkierJlein or concentrated and purified ore, which is let out from the furnace by means of 
a hole in the fide, as foon and as often as the crucible is full, is afterwards roafted four 
or five times, in order that all the remaining fulphur may be fublimed. On the fecond 
fufion which folldws this fccond roafting, all the remaining iron is converted into /ronVe, 
fo that copper alone remains at the bottom of the crucible, yet mixed with from 8 to la 
per cent, in the whole, of iron, zinc, lead, arfenic, &c. all of which are afterwards fe- 
parated at the refinery at Afveftad. The fccond roafting, which requires four or five 
fires, takes place in a houfe llieltered from the inclemency of the weather, requiring 
much more care and attention in managing the fire than the former. The furnaces 
employed for founding are from ten to fourteen feet higher than the crucible ; thofe for 
roafting are kilns, fomewhat refembling thofe ufed for lime in France, walled in on 
three fides and open at the other. If inftead of two roaftings and fufions the fame re- 
full were fought to be effeded by one procefs, there would be a rifk of lofing too much 
copper in the fcories, of having the copper extraded toio much combined with iron, 
and other heterogeneous matter, and confequently of a much greater lofs at the refinery } 
for in all chemical preparations when there is a great difproportion in the matters re- 
quired to be feparated, (as here between the iron and the copper, the one containing 
two per cent, of the one and fifty of the other) the extrad of neither can be had exadly 
pure or free from heterogeneous mixture by a fingle procefs, fo long as fuch a difpro- 
portion exifts. Thefe different roaftings and fufions for converting the ore into copper 
take up altogether about fix months. 

To be qualified for ^ founder a man muft abfolutely be a proprietor, the holder of a 
certain portion of land, and poffefs a fhare in a foundry. The founders undergo ex- 
amination before certain numbers of the council of the mines, nominated for the pur- 
pofe. Their profits are no more than one rix-dollar per fchippund, and fometimes even 
they are lofers; formerly, but this happened very rarely, they gained from five to fix 
rix-dollars; all however depends on the price which is paid for the ore at public auc- 
tion j commonly of late years thirty tons of ore have produced a fchippund of copper ; 
rarely has it happened that twenty-fix or twenty-cight tons have yielded that qumtity. 
The expence of founding is generally half a dollar per ton as an average price; each 
founder commonly produces from 200 to 300 fchippunds annually. The ton of ore 
is cubic feet of Sweden ; the ton of charcoal at Fahlun is cubic feet, but in 
every other part of Sweden it is the fame as a ton of ore. Eighteen tons of charcoal is 
one horfe’s draught, and cofts commonly from 3a to 36 and 40 fchillings. In 1 790, the 
price was 56 fchillings, and in 1791, 48, on account of the mildnefs of the winter, and 
the fliort duration of fledge feafon. The crown fumilhes nearly 30,000 ftig, at a 
certain price, viz. 8000 at 20 fchillings, and the refidue at 1 8. This fupply is brought 
in by the peafantry of the eight neareft pariflies, as a commutation for territorial con- . 
tributioa, and the capitation tax. The whole confumpdon is about 70,006 Jlig^ which 
the peafantry aye paid for in the following manner ** 

The ore from the mine is divided into^ fixteen lots, one of thefe lots is affeffed by a 
comptroller, and ferves as an eftimate for the reft, which are drawn for by lot (five of 
,the fifteen ferve to pay expences) ; this diftribution takes place four times a week. T he 
crown was wont to rdfceive the fourth fchippund until j 7 70, it now rcceivis no more than 
the eighth. 
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The officers are a pfefident, a. mafter of the mines, two jurors, a fifcal, a matter of 
the engines, c\^\Jiigare, a cofnptroller for dividing the ore, a number of book-keepers, 
and at the weighing engine an infpeftor on account of the crown. The council of the 
mine fits twice a week: as often as any occurrence takes place of any importance regard- 
ing the fociety, it afl'embles and gives its advice. 

Here a variety of ores, rock, and other ftoncs are found in abundance, that is to fay, 
"precipitate of copper, yellow copper ore, fteel grained, I'corias grained ,Avhite copper ore, 
yellow, hepatic, grey, black, vary much impregnated with iron, yellow m odaedra, en- 
crufted with mica; iron ore of' a blackilh catt, .vhic .n.wers the magnet , rarcy 
and odlaedral encrufted with mica, likewift attraued by the magnet, cryftallized gyp- 
ftim, rhomboidal and prifmatic, martial pyrites, fometimes in a cryftallized ftate ; mineral 
pkch, rather rare, lluoiic cryftallizeo gypfum, ann white ftriated calcareous fpar, gra- 
nulated calcareous ftone, rock garnets, garnets cryftallized in decaedra, fonietimes as 
large as a man’s head, (Mr. Gahi. hxs one of an enormous fize ;) a rock of fibrous ftri- 
ated and'flarry fchoerle, potter’s ftone, granulated and folid quartz, unftuous and dry ; 
amianthus, galena fraught with filver in large cubes and fcaly, fcaly biend, blue, green, 
and white native vitriol, the latter very rai j zeolites very friable, and of a brick colour ; 
fometimes among the fcorias you meet with curious matters among other cry ftals of the 
fame form as the bluifh cellulary hematites. 

Vitriol manufailory. In 1775, by private contrafl:, a privilege was granted to three 
perfons to make vitriol ; the water from the mine is received in a refervoir, and thence 
conducted by a canal to fix compartments, made on a ve*"' high wooden fcalFold, one 
hundred and twenty-eight feet long ; thefe canals have a number of holes on each fide 
to admit the water to drop <over faggots of three feet breadth, fome lying and others 
ereft, made of birch for want of other wood ; fixty-fix cocks let out the water into the 
fix compartments of the canal, which is about two feet broad from one extremity to 
the ether, perhaps an inch more at the entrance of- the firft compartment ; this flight 
increafe of breadth, however, we conceive, has been accidental, although the fize of the 
compartments might be lefs by degrees fince the volume of water decreafes. The water 
is then let into the firft compartment, whence it falls into another refervoir, through the 
chinks ; it is carried back into the fecond, whence it drops again into the third refer- 
voir, and fo on to the fixth, when it is pfain it will depofit moft of vitriolic matter, the 
quantity encreafing at every frelh exudation. , The fpecifit gravity of the water being 
1280, on coming from the mine is reduced after the graduation to 1250, or at moft 
1 260. In winter the works are fufpeuded. After this operation it is put into leaden 
boilers with iron, to precipitate the copper, and faturate the acidity of the vitriol, where 
the water is evaporated for the fpace of twelve or thirteen hours, thence it is conveyed 
into bafons to clarify, in which it depofits its fediment : to prevent the too hidden 
cooling of the matter, thefe bafons are made of wood coated with clay, atid are covered 
with planks ; in thefe it remains from fix to twelve or twenty-four hours, according to 
, the gravity of the water; from thefe bafons it runs by means of fpouts into others to cryf. 
tallize, wherein it is fuffe^ed to remain fourteen days, at the expiration of which the vi- 
triol remains at the bottom, on the Tides, and adhering to (licks placed in the bafons; if 
any fediment yet remains it is heated anew ; the cryftals are laid on an inclined plain 
for the water to efcape ; the lye or firft matter which as not cryftallized is pohred into 
a well apart, whence it is taken to be heated again with freih Jye. In order to dry the 
cryftals they are laid on (helves of four ftories, and in two or three days, according to the 
feafon, it is efte&ed ; the quantity of vitriol annually made is eight hundred fchip- 
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punds, which fell at Stockholm for three rix*dollars, thirty-two fchillings, per fchip- 
pund. 

Precipitation of the copper. In order to precipitate the copper in the vitriolic water, it 
is fuffered to fall repeatedly over old iron by different cafcades, each about twelve feet 
high, and difpofed like flairs ; this water afterwards circulates in a number of fmall 
channels furnifhed with old iron, and laying on level ground. 

Red colour. To<make this they begin with wafhing the earth, which is afterwards baked 
in an oven for twi^^ve hours ; v'irL ‘‘■is i^ey paint their houfes, mixing with it a fmall 
quantity of vitriolic water, mixed w:rh hour anJ soiling water, which is the moft general 
praftice, or mingle with it l * ‘i ix, v i.ich is a more expenllve mode; it isalfo mixed 
with boiling vitriolic watt. , anu ht‘!e oi-cL, or with pitch alone for pmnting the doors 
and roofs : with pitch ?nd oil of or oil of turpentine alone ; this colour 

preferves wood from roitin^ fro’" the nc’'af-on of niofs, &c. it cofls two rix-dollars 
the ton, of eleven lifpunds Viet ; a .houi'arid jr' of it are annually lent .0 Stockholm. 

For the information he afforded us, auJ his civility in accompany i''g us over every 
part of the works, we are highly indebted to Mr. Oaiin ; yet d we advife all who may 
receive letters of recominendatior. to this gentleman, to procure from him whatever 
they ma)' be defirous of kLjw'ng before tlu^’ leave Fahlun ; lor in Ipitc of the mofl 
formal pro.aifes, notv ith (landing we ourlelves had furnifhed him with valuable docu- 
ments, of which he was li.ghly folicitous, we ^ et were unable to obtain from him one 
fmgle anfwer to the numerous letters we wrote to him, as foon as he had gained from 
us all he wifhed. Travellers cannot too flrongly inprefs on their minds that nine tenths 
of thofe perfons who have (lie wn them the greatefl civility, forget them by the time of 
their arriving at the firft'ftage : this we have generally eiyjerienced, notwithflanding 
we have every wiiere met with kindnefs. From Fahlun to Elfdal, by Mom, is eleven 
miles. 

Mora is a very confiderable parifh, finceit contains nearly fifteen thoufand inhabitants, 
but what renders this place the mofl remaikable is its being that where Guflavus Vafa 
harangued the Dalecarlians, from a flone which is flill fhewn, and where he afTeaibled 
the troops with which he drove Chriflian II. from Stockholm. What gives further in- 
terefl to the fpot, Guflavus III. in 1 778, harangued the fame people from the fame ftone, 
with equal perfuafion, and obtained from them the like afliflance, wi.b yet a remarkable 
difference, that the enemies againfl whom "Guflavus III. folicited thei. luccoi”*, were not 
Danes. Mora is on the road to Flfda nere arc fitua'^ed thofe famous quarries of 
porphyry, fo highly deferving ti.c attention of • ver" enpus t-iveUer. It is met with in 
many different mountains, always in layers, and of various colours, f'uch as black, grey,- 
red, and brown, with white, red, -nd green veins. This porphyry is very hard, and re« 
ceives a mofl beautiful polifh ; it is found in great abundance ; the quarries are five in 
number. The mode of formation of this flone, which cannot be ranked among mar- 
bles, but rather with jafpers, contributes to render it greatly varied ; hence each quarry 
is of a different complexibn and compofition. * Porphyry of a brownifli or blackiln red, 
with/mall white' fl;ones, is that of which the largefl blocks have hitherto been found. It 
is predfelyfiniilaf tothe piorphyry callH Leucollrios, deferibed by Pliny. In 1730 it 
was a matter of doubt whether or not Dalecarlia produced porphyry, and authors began 
.difputing, fome a^rming, others taking the negative. This clifpute was determined at ■ 
length in 1 786, when the fenator. Count do Bielke, then prefident of the college of mines, 
propofed an affodation of 2500 fhares, at 5 rix-dollars each. This projed was adopted, 
and the quarries were begun in May 1788. I'he five quarries vary in the colour and 
veins. Some blocks are from four to five ells fquare. There are even flattering hopes 
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cf finding green and blue porphyry, dependant on the form of the pebbles, which are 
met with in abundance. * On this fpot and in the neighbourhood rock pebbles are 
alfo found, red jafper, filicious breches or pouddingues^ among others one of deep brown 
porphyry, with knots of pale red. A quantity of granite, not fo handfonie as that of 
the neighbourhood of Stockholm. The ftone is tranfported on fledges during the win- 
ter, and in fumraer on waggons, as far as Wefteros, where it is embarked for Stock- 
holm. 

We fhair enter into a detail of this interefting eftablifliment. The direffion of it on 
the fpot is committed to a very capable perfon, (Mr. Hagftrceum,) for whom care fhould 
be taken to be provided with letters of recommendation. There are a hundred men 
employed by the day, befides a great number who work by the piece in chipping the 
blocks. A labourer’s pay is from fix to nine fchillings per diem. The work effefled 
in the firft years of the eftablifliment can afford no jufl idea of its poflible perfeftion, 
fince the expence of the different parts of the procels is to be regarded, the mills, faws, 
polifhing machines, &c. The method ufed for feparating the porphyry is the fame as is 
adopted in Italy. The pieces are traced with fteel pointed inflruments, which are after- 
wards feptffated by wedges driven by main force. At this manufaftory all forts of uten- 
fils are made, tables, vafes, mortars, in one word you may have made whatever you 
will by ordering it at the office eflabliflied for the purpofe at the rnint at Stockholm. A 
■ table of thirty-fix inches by eighteen, colls 30 rix-dollars ; twenty-five by feventeen 
one-third, 1 8 rix-dollars, of which 1 2 are paid for workmanfliip ; eighteen by twelve, 
9 rix-dollars, the workmen are paid 6. A vafe of eighteen inches perfedly well turn- 
ed and hollowed, coils 40 rix-dollars ; of fourteen inches, 26 rix dollars ; of twelve 
inches; 25 rix-dollars ; the prices are rather below thefe at prefent. Small articles are 
in the fame proportion, although in general the larger coll but little more on the fpot ; 
thus the latter afford a profit of at leafl 50 per cent, while the former pays no more 
than 4jor 6. This eflablifhment deferves minute attention. The traveller fhould con- 
trive to plan his excurfion fo as to have it take place either in fummer or the feafon 
for fledges ; although in the latter the fnow will prevent the fight of a number of in- 
terefling obje£ls, particularly the flone at Mora. Soon as the thaw begins this road is 
impaffible. You have to return to Fahlun by the fame road. On the way you may 
vifit the copper mine of Mortamberg, in the parifh of Rattvick, which has been but re- 
cently opened. In it you find copper ore of a grey colour ; fometimesin azure, green, 
yellow and lightilh yellow cryflals ; mountain green ; galena in fmall quantities ; mar- 
tial pyrites ; mineral pitch ; v§ry flender druzes of quartz ; white quartz ; calcareous 
fpar ; potter’s flone ; and amianthus in flender veins. In walking through the 
parifh of Rattvick you often find folid calcareous Hones filled with petrifa^ons, fuch as 
orthoccrathites, fometimes replete with mineral pitch, and calcareous fpar, frequently in 
cryflals ; fhells and corals of different forts, and very rare lithnites. From Mortam- 
berg you may proceed to Sel/bcrg, where a fmall vein of galena is. worked, which is in 
a flight degree argentiferous. The veimyiclds galena, red and yellow blend, lapis cala* 
minaris, calcareous fpar, br^che of calcareous flone, and black Hate, fometimes mixed 
with galena ; and lumachellef or calcareous flone mingled with petrified fhells, with 
which alfo a portion of galena is fometimes blended. From Silfberg to Oftnundfberg, 
a pretty confiderable mountain, containing folid calcareous flone ; idem, in form of 
bails, impregnated with petroleum, and occafionally hollow, and lined infide with cal- 
careous fpar in druzes ; fluid, yet thick petroleum ; bituminous flate, frequently full of 
minute petrifadions ; blue clay, containing a flight portion of filver; fuller’s earth; 
mid martial pyrites. 

We 
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We cannot take leave of Fahlun without an acknowledgment to Mr. NorJirii the go- 
vernor of the province, for the kindnefs he (hewed us. During the whole of our ftay at 
that town he made his houfe our home. 

This is the feafon for giving fome account of this province and its inhabitants. 

Dalecarlia is a large province, eighty leagues long by fixty broad at lead. Tillage 
lands are fcarce in it, and in confequence it is far from being peopled in proportion to 
its extent, containing little more than one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
Its mines and forges are its principal and almoft only wealth ; but in this country, in- 
terfered by bkes, forefts, and torrents, dwells a brave and loyal people, at all times 
attached to their fovereigns and to freedom ; for they do not regard fuch union as in- 
compatible. In Dalecarlia, above all other parts of Sweden, is the remembrance of its 
valiant deliverer cherilhed. The peafant, the artifan, the people at large, all of them 
talk of Guftavus Vafa : they call to mind that to their anceftors it was he owed his 
crown. It exalts their imagination, and they fpeak of it with pride and pleafure. This 
people, nearly as rude as their mountsdns, pofleffes the fame rugged manners, the fame 
charafteriftics. Free as heretofore, they deem the chains of flavery infupportable. At- 
tached to their King, they look for a chief in him and not a mafter : ever ready to ftep 
forward in his defence, the Dalecarlian of the prefent day has proved to Guftavus III. 
that he has not degenerated. The Dalecarlians poflefs the right of lhaking hands with 
the Princes of the blood royal, and even with the King himfelf upon meeting with 
him : to this we were cye-witneffes at Haga one day while attending His Majefty, who 
had the goodnefs to afl'ure us of the truth of the exiftence of this cuftom. The Dale- 
carlians are divided into black and grey ; a denomination arifing from their drefs, which 
is perpetually of one or the other of thefe colours. 

From Fahluu to Gefe is thirteen miles } you pafs through Sirandf Upbo, Smedby, 
Rceurjhyitan, Sarjtad Afen^ Hceugbo, and Beck: there is a different road, fliorter by two 
miles and a half, but which is only paffable in the fummer time. 

You pafs over nearly the fame road before traverfed on leaving Fahlun, for the poft- 
office of Upbo is but half a mile from Soeter, on the oppofite fide of the river. In the 
third ftage you crofs the Dahl three times over a floating bridge. From Smedby to 
Sarftad a very woody country. At Rceurlhyttan is a confiderable forge, and a number 
of others between that place and the fucceeding ftage, particularly at a large village, 
near a river, which you crofs over a bridge. Before you reach Sarftad, you come to 
a batrier, which divides Dalecarlia from Geftricie. We were very well accommodated 
at Sarftad, where we flept. Half a mile from Sarftad, out of the road, are the iron 
mines of Torfeeker, of great extent. In them are found black iron ore granulated ; 
galena blended with the iron ore; martial pyrites; garnets, both large and fmall, 
but full of chinks ; rocks of garnets, calcareous fpar, and quartz. At half a 
mile from the mines is a mountain call^ Kioerberg, which yields black garnets, min- 
gled with calcareous and granulated white fpar, forming yer^ pretty but very friable 
maffes. The works of this mine are fuperb ; the galleries admirable, and higlily de- 
Icfving of notice. From Rceurlhyttan to Gefle there are a greater number of villages, 
and many houfes (landing by themfelves in the country, the refult of the number of 
mines and forges. The roads likewife are better; and here and there you fee fome 
fields of corn. At the beginning of the laft ftage you pafs a bridge, and another be- 
fore you arrive at Gefle ; the latter of ftone, with a baluftrade of iron, and an inferip- 
tion, importing that it ^ built in 1 77a, under the adminiftration of Mr. Sparre^ in com- 
memoration of the revolution. 

Gefle, 
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Gcjle. A fmall town, o£ from five to fix thoufand inhabitants ; it is more confider* 
able than Fahlun, and much more pleafant from its fituation on the gulph of Bothnia. 
Its port is formed by a long jetty, from the extremity of which the protpe^it is delight* 
ful. A canal paffes through' the town. Its trade is confiderable, fo much fo, as to 
make it rank the third in the kingdom for the extent of its exports, and at leaft the 
fourth in point of importation. Very large quantities of iron are (hipped hence. In 
1787 fifty-two veflTels belonged to this town, carrying fix thoufand fi;c hundred and for- 
ty-two tons. Uddevalla and Vifby poffefs more (hipping, but the firft exports fcarcely 
any thing but fi(h, and the tonnage of the fecond is not fo great. 

At Geile there is a public fchool. The town-houfe,is a handfome building. Mr. de 
’Cronftedt, governor of Geftricie, has caufed a map of this province to be engraved, 
which is admirably performed ; we canpot fay the fame, however, of the duties of ci- 
vility to ftrangers addrclTed to him ; this (light blemifh, however, we look upon as 
more than compenfated by his conduft towards, and his zeal in the caufe of Gufta- 
vus 111 ., who |ias not one fubjed more grateful for favours received than is Mr. Cron- 
ftedt. ' 

Some miles difiant in the neighbourhood of Gefle, towards the weft, are the forges 
of ToIIforsy Walbo, Mafugu and Mackmura; Forjhacka and Hceugbo : on the north thofe 
of OjlottJorfSf Wiforfs, and Axmar. Continuing the road to Torneo, you traverfe the 
foreft of Tynnebro-heden^ which feparates Geftricie from Helfingie. In this laft province 
are the towns of Soeuderhamn and Hudvilkfvall. In the firft is a manufadory of. arms. 
Wiriiin reach of the great road are the forges of Longvindy Iggefund, GnarpSy Ma/ugUy 
and Frantzhamar. 

In the province of Medclpad is the town of Sundfvall ; it is watered by the rivers 
idiurunda and Indahls. In the village of BergCy in the parifh of Timeroy is (hewn a ma- 
chine after the Dutch fafhion, which cuts the metal for coining by means of water. 
The forges of Galjirauniy Lceugdauriy and Oviken are fituated in this province. 

The capital of Angermania is Hernofand ; it is the governor’s refidence, as well as 
that of the bi(hop, and contains, moreover, an ecclefiaftical confiftory and a public 
fchool. This province produces a quantity of flax, and is famous for its mode of 
fpinning and working it. The moft confiderable river bears the name of the province. 
The forges of VtanfiaUy in the parilh of Hccugiciauy and Olosforfs in that of Nordmalim, 
are upon the high road. 

The following towns are contained in the province of Weftrobothnie. Umeoy the re- 
fidence of the governor; Piteoy that of the military governor ; Luleo and Torneo % the 
latter known by the fojourn made by the academicians fent thither in 17^6 to determine 
the figure of the earth. It contains thefe diiFerent forges : Florleforfsy m the parilh of 
Umeo; Robersforfsy in that of Bygdeo; Melderjleil in.Boleo} Svajkn and Kengisy 
ten miles norm of Torneo. Hither muft you repair if defirous of feeing the fun unin- 
terruptedly for days together; but this pleafure will be dearly bought by the fatigue 
of the journey from Torrieo, and particularly the additional inconvenience you will ex- 
perience if you (liould travel to Ruflia down the eaftern fide of the gulph ; fince you 
will have to traverfe an iuimenfe extent of country, entirely deftitute of all refources, im- 
mediately after you leave the fea. Another fuperior vexation is the prodigious quantity 
of infers of every kind, which fwarm through the country in the two or three months 
the fummer lafts. One fpecies of fly in particular draws blood. The inhabitants 
obliged to be upon the rivers, have no other meaps of protedion againft them than by 
«:ovtTing their face with a kind of maftic. For the reft^ the whole road from Gefle is 

as 
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as fine, and the poll duty as well regarded as in any other part of the kingdom. It is 
a difmal country to travel through, on account of the inimenfe forefts through whicli 
you go, but in which you are perfeftly fecure, as well by night as by day, travelling 
through that part of Europe hitherto the leaft infelted with depravity. 

It will be neceflary the traveller fhould be provided with letters addreffed to the dif- 
ferent governors, who will facilitate his obtaining lodging throughout their provinces : 
generally it is the clergy who receive travellers, and all who have made this journey 
concur in fpeaking highly of their kindnefs and attention. 

If curious to traverfe a part of Lapland, and pafs over to Norway by the mountains, 
the inftruflions fubinitted at the clofeof the; following chapter maybe followed in full 
reliance; but above all, the adventurer muft be inured to fatigue, and refolvcd on fub- 
mitting to great privations for the fpace of a month at leaft. 

From Gefle to Sudersfors is five miles and a half, by Eifscarlehy and Mebede. Be- 
fore you reach Elfecarleby, you pafs the Dahl in a boat with oars; the poftillions are 
ufed to leave you at the banks, ‘but this muft not be allowed, on account of the next 
poft-houfe being at fome diftance from the oppofite bank, whither you muft either re- 
folve on walking; or wait poflibly fome time for horfes. A quarter of a mile beyond 
Elfscarleby, you follow a narrow road at the right, which leads to the cataract ; it is 
commodiouily feen from a faw-mill on the fide, and ftill better from a fmall houfe 
built much lower down, on the brink of the river, for falmon filhing, (the filhery is 
farmed for 7000 copper dollars). This cataraft is very curious, and with refpefl: to 
the niafs of water precipitated, is more confiderable than that of Trolhoetta, but with 
refpeft to the circumjacent feenery is poflibly lefs pifturefque ; there are, neverthelefs, 
fome great trees, which form a charming perfpeftive, and we recommend both one and 
the other to the traveller’s obfervance. Almoft the whole of the remainder of the 
ftage is through a foreft. You turn to-the right in order, to, reach Mehede\ from Me- 
hedc to Sudersfors is rather a bad crofs road. On arriving at Sudersfors, you pafs 
over a wooden bridge acrofs the Dahl, near which is a very pleafing cafcatle ; from 
it you have an admirable view of the whole breadth of the river, which is extremely 
, wide. 

Sudersfors is an eftate and confiderable forge belonging to Mr. Grill ; this is the 
only forge in Sweden at which anchors are caft, and what renders it ftill more intereft- 
ing, the procefs ufed here is entirely different to that in praflice elfewhere, where an- 
chors are made of bar or wrought iron, whereas here it is made at once in a mould, of 
caft iron. It is affirmed, Ihat anchors made in this manner are at leaft equal in goodnefs 
with others ; they for certain are lefs expenfive, the iron undergoing one fufion' lefs by 
the latter procefs. Three thoufand fchippunds are annually mamttaflured, one thou- 
fand of which into bars, and two thoufand into anchors ; as many as two thoufand 
four hundred have been made occafionally, and even once three thoufand two hundred 
during the war between France and England ; thp latter is the largeft poflible quantity 
that can be manufaftured. The ore comes from Dannemora, which is the caufe of the*, 
excellence of the iron from this forge, as well as in others that ufe it ; this ore on its 
arrival is at firft broken, (that at leaft w'hich is in too large pieces,) and is afterwards 
carried into the oven into which it is to be thrown r of thefe there are two in the open, 
air for roafting the ore ; one is forty-two feet wide by twenty-five ; the other, of the 
fame form is fomewhat Jefs ; both feven feet in depth : the walls ai e of brick made froth 
fcoria ; a layer of wood'is laid of the whole extent of the bottom, and as high as the 
walls, which is kept burning for the fpace of four weeks ; each procefs of the firft oven 
furnifoes a fupply for feven weeks to the great furnace, and of the leffer oven for five 
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weeks and a half. The ore, upon its being withdrawn, is pounded by a large ham- 
mer and thrown into a lieve, whence the fineil part falls into a bucket fafliened to an 
iron chain, which carries it to the large furnaces. When this large furnace is once 
heated it continues fo for about fix-and-thirty weeks, more or lefs, without interrup- 
tion ; after which a new crucible becomes requifite. The fides of the furnace, al- 
though of bricks made from fcorm (ixteen ells in thicknefs, require renewal every four 
years. When once the furnace is kindled it is fupplied every hour with a lalt of char- 
coal and a fchippund and a half of ore, divided into eleven equal parts. The iron fufes 
in about fifteen hours : in the beginning this procefs is very little produdtive, but it in- 
creafes by degrees as the furnace augments in heat, and at length produces, when in 
full aflivity, about one hundred and twenty fchippunds of iron weekly. The bellows 
are worked by a wheel twenty feet* in diameter. When the flrength of the flame is 
confidered, which proceeds from the mouth, one is afloniflied at the little hurry of the 
workmen in emptying their barrows of charcoal ; fmall and dry as it is yet does it ne- 
ver inftantly take fire even in thp middle of the flame. The greateft attention is ne- 
ceflary in throwing the ore on the charcoal ; as a little too much or too little might in- 
jure the fufion and have a material influence on the quality of the iron. The metal in 
fufiou is let off every eleven hours. A channel is made in hot fand of equal dimen- 
fions with the orifice, where the molten metal flows, and the divifions ai*e marked 
agreeably to the length defired to be given them : it does not run to fo great a length 
as in France, feldom more than two feet. The fand k kept hot for the purpofe of pre- 
venting accidents, which however in extreme cold weather occafionally happen. The 
furnace each time it k ftruck yields feven or eight fchippunds. In lefs than a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the iron, having refumed a degree of firmnefs, is raifed and- re- 
moved for its cooling with greater difpatch ; Ihortly after it is thrown into a ciflem 
lined with wood, and repeatedly filled with cold water on account of its being made to 
boil inftantly upon the firft immerfion : from this ciftern a prodigious fteam arifes, and 
by the fide of it you feel a kind of trembling underground. Near this is a building in 
which the raw iron from the procefs is founded j for this ufe there are three furnaces, 
one hammer and a furnace for fmall anchors. 

In another building are eight furnaces, fix of which for founding the raw iron, and 
two for large anchors. The chimneys of the furnaces for the anchors are fufpended in 
the air. In this forge are three, hammers. During the war between England 
and France the demand there was could not be anfwered, notwithftanding all the eight 
furnaces were kept wholly employed upon anchors. The largeft hammers weigh two 
fchippunds and a half ; the extremity alone is of tempered fteel. For hammering the 
anchors a hammer is likewife fometimes ufed larger than a fledge hand hammer, called 
Hercules ; it is entirely of iron, and has the ihape of a club. Of thefe there are different 
fizes ; the largeft weigh nearly a fchippund. They are raifed, by means of pullies, by 
two men, and are direded by another. There is here a machine in fhape of a crane, 
at the end of which hangs an iron cfiain ; it goes on a pivot, and is fo true that two 
men are all that are required for moving the largeft anchor and placing it on the anvil, 
in the pofition delired for its receiving the blow. We have omitted to mention a fur- 
nace in the open air, in which ’ the fcoria from the three fmall furnaces are molten 
anew ; in which fcorise a large quantity of iron is found yet to remain. It is but lately 
that t^ furnace has been employed. 

The anchors are tranfported oy land to Elfscarleby, on account of the catarad \ the 
largeft, which weigh thirty fchippunds, require eight horfes, and can be moved only> 
upon fledges } thofe of twenty fchippunds being the heavieft wluch can be tranfported 
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othcrwife. Some years the larger anchors have been fent to Stocyiolra all the way by 
land, in order to forward them the quicker. They coft from i6 to 19 and' 20 rix- 
dollars the Schippund, according to their fize. The iron at from 7I to 8 rix*doIlars. 
The mark on the anchors is a crown, beneath an S, and in fmaller characters a C and 
a G. The annual confumption of the manufafliory is twenty thoufand lafts of cliarcgal, 
twelve tons to the laft ; the price of each of which is 2 1 fcitiliings. Each furnace re- 
quires twenty men when large anchors are forged, who are relieved every twelve 
hours; the other furnaces feldom employ more than three men. To forge large an- 
chors requires at lead thirteen or fourteen days. At Sudersfors as much fteel is made 
as is neceffary for the workmen’s toojs : the obftacle to their manufafturing more is 
the want of fea-coal, which is very rare in Sweden. (The Count de Ruuth has met 
with it on one of his eftates in Scania, but it is of an indifferent quality.) A headman 
earns 56 rix-dollars per annum ; befidcs thefe wages he is furnilhed with a houfe to 
live in, has his grain afforded him at half price, and provender for four cows ; the 
other workmen 4 fchillings per diem, an habitation, and provender for one or two 
cows. The eftate not fupplying of itfelf a fulHdent quantity of grain, although two 
miles in extent, the proprietor is under the neceffity of purchafmg annually two thou- 
fand tons. Upon the eltate there is befides a mill for fawing planl^, and afmall dock 
for building of iloops and boats ; eight large ones wc faw, carrying each one mail;. 
To thefe muft be added every trade requilite to a colony feparated from fociety, fuch 
as carpenters, wheelwrights, glaziers, &c. The falary of the mailer of the furnace is 
1 00 rix-dollars ; he is paid more than any other workmen, his work being the mod dif- 
ficult of any. At Sudersfors there are about 600 perfons, from 120 to 130 of whom 
arc employed at the forge. The total expence of the eftablilhment is 25,000 rix>dol- 
lars. As to the fcoria^ of which the bricks are made, they are run when in a ftate of 
fufion into moulds of the form required ; thefe bricks are very durable. At Suderf- 
fors we were fhewn a building cafed forty years before with thefe bricks, which .had 
received no injury from tinie. At Fahlun experiments of a fimilar defeription have 
been made without fuccefs, the fcoriae at that place being too brittle and too highly im- 
pregnated with fulphur. Many houfes at Sudersfors are covered with the. bark of the 
birch tree, over which thefe fcorias are laid to keep the bark level. This mode of cover- 
ing houfes is the mod oeconomical, but makes the roof prefs more heavy on the tim- 
bers. The malady to which the workmen are mod fubje«d is the erifipelas in the legs, 
owing to their being employed in Hihing when not occupied at the forge, and their being 
much expofed to the wet. For the fervice of the forge twenty-eight horfes are kept. 
Near the bridge by which you drd enter is a lockfmithVihop, with one furnace and a 
fmall hammer. On the fame premifes are a turner’s lathe for wood, and a brick or tile 
kiln, a blackfmith’s fliop, a granary, a dour mill, and a charitable edablifliment for the 
widows of the men employed at the forge. From the bridge you have a pleadng view 
of the new church : this is ^ pretty building, and capacious enough ; it is built of brick 
with the Angle exception of the foundation of c&d fcoria. Men were employed in le- 
velling the ground about it and ere£ling a very thick wall for an inclofure, on which it 
Is intended to raife iron palifades. Near the church a cemetery and chamel-houfe is to 
becondrudled: the carcafe of the building was complete in April 1791. 

I'he manfion is a very moded wooden building, painted done colour ; it is of one 
Angle dory, with twelve wmdows.in front : ailready has it dood a hundred years. Be- 
fore it are two fmall paviUions, built likewife of wood, painted red, and of one dory 
alfo. Between the manAon and the building is an extreme fmall parterre. On the 
Ard dory is a fmall gallery, or rather corredore, in which are a number of animals 
duffed, fuch as the elk, rein-deer, &c. In the middle of the cadle is a glais tower, 
VOL. VI. 3 ** whence 
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whence you have a fine profpeft, but which the bad weather that reigned while we 
were there prevented our enjoying. Adjoining to the principal building is a tolerably 
large kitchen garden with fome fraall hot houfes, at the extremity of which is a palijf- 
fade, through which you have a delightful view of the river; in this fpot it is amazing- 
ly wide, and more rcfcmblcs a lake itudded with iilands than a river. l)n the fide of 
the manfion, in a fmall pavillion, we faw a colleftion of three or four hundred birds 
fluffed, and a pretty apartment of Ihclls. The catalogue of thefe fwo collections is 
printed, but the proprietor is daily making additions to them. In the fame apartment 
is a library of books relative to natural hiftory. ; in the billiard-room on the fide fome 
impaled animals, fuch as the fox, the glutton, a white fox, another white and grey, a 
wild cat of a large fize called a lynx, &c. 

We cannot fpcak too highly of the kindnefs of Mr. Grill, at whofe houfe we lived, 
and with difficulty were fullered to lodge at the inn at which we arrived. He Ihewed 
us every thing hiinfelf with the greatell politenefs, and explained every thing with the 
utmoft civility. Willingly would we have had to fpeak as favourably of him with re- 
.gard to his collection of medals at Stockholm : hut after giving a formal promje to 
fhew us them he put us oft' from one day to another, and finally gave for anfwer that 
they vverc packed up and could not be fhewn. I’his brings to memory the expreflioii 
fo well known— fl^eiced himfclf a brave man fuch a day — and proves that politenefs 
may fometimes be ephemeral. 

l''rom Sudefsfors to Upfal is feven miles and a quarter, by Tfre, Lebu^ and Ilaugfia. 
You travel almoft wholly on the eftate of Mr. Grill for the lirll llage, tracing back the 
road by which you came for about three quarters of a mile ; afterwards you turn to 
the right, and having gone further three quarters of a mile you find yourfelf again on 
the high road to Upfal. Half a mile before you reach Yfre you pafs over a bridge 
acrofs a river, and a quarter of a mile beyond another, the parapets of which are of 
iron; from this you have the profpeCt of a number of charming cafeades. In order to 
reach the poft-houfe you leave the high road on the left, and Jffin it again by a crofs 
road. On this ftage you notice one of the largeft plains in Sweden : thence to Upfal 
we traverfed plains and a well cultivated country ; a quarter of a mile before you ar- 
rive there you pafs by the fide of the church of Old Upfal, celebrated in the days of 
paganifm, but at prefent abandoned. We faw afterwards fcveral heaps of flones, under 
which, according to tradition, fome ancient kings lie buried. 


Chap. XIII. — TJpfah—The Cathedral. — Univerfity. — Cabincts.^JnJlru^lons for iraverf- 

ing the Alps of Lapland. 

UPSAL, formerly the capital of Sweden, at prefent of Upland, is a very fmall city, 
and contains fcarcely more than four thoufand inhabitants, exclufive of the ftudents, 
the number of which, as is the cafe of all univerfities, occafionally differs, but which 
may be generally eftimated at five hundred at leaft. From the caftle, a tolerably large 
but irregular building, you have a very fine view of the town and country ; and thence 
it is that you are enabled to form the beft eftimate of its extent*. A river runs through 
it which has a communication with lake Moeler, and which is of benefit to the very tri- 
fling commerce carried on by the town. Notwithftanding the inconfiderablenefs of its 
trade, if the extent of the city be regarded, it is very well inhabited, for independent of 
thofe, who from their fituations are obliged to refide here, fuch ab the Governor, and 

* We diJ not notice by the fide of the gates the tun full of water, which ii deferibed by the Dutcli 
traveller (Le Voyageur HoUandaw). 
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the Archbl{hop, (Mr. Trnil, a well informed man, foi-merly Blfliop ofLir.koeTJping, and 
aiiihor, .imong other things, of Letters on Iceland, a work nmeh efteemed, and which has 
l)eeh tranflated into French,) a number of Swedilh noblemen have takoi up their ctbode 
here, fome to be nearer to their eftates, and fome to avoid thecxpeiice and tumult of the 
caj)ital. Among thefe we have to notice in particular the Senator, Baron Gccr, formti ly 
Secretary of State for foreign affairs : we hat^e to thank him for the obliging manner 
in which he received us, foreigners entirely unknowit to him. but Hill more ibrilie ac- 
quaintance of a well informed, affable, polite man, in whofe Ibciety the curious iravid- 
Icr could but acquire groat advantage. Upfal on many acennnis is defervlng of being 
jeen ; in order to notice all, a ftay of at lead three days will be requifitc: this city is 
inlcrelting were it only for its giving birth to Linnjcus and Iktrgmann. A lioide is 
building in memory of Linnatus at the royal gardens, which ferve for a public pro- 
menade. 

I'he cathedral is tlte largeft and handfomefl; church in Sweden; of it this affertion 
might nnke a ptrllni who had not focn the others form rather a higii opinion ; but 
having viewed th-'m it will he readily conjeftured that better might be erected, which 
yet fliould be far from perfect. '1 his church is however truly remarkable on account 
of the tombs it comains, which, although no ir.after pieces, are infcreiiiug, as they re- 
gard thehitlory of the country. The church is two hundred and thirty feet long from 
the oxtremiry to the altar; beyond which is a cltapel of fome depth:- its width is one 
hundred and eight feci ; it has three naves, and chapels all round it : in that behind 
the great altar is the tomb of Guftavus Vafa and his wives ; his children and grand- 
children are interred in the one adjoining. In this John III. was buried. The monument 
over his tomb, creeled by Sigifmund, was made in Italy ; but the veffels carrying it to 
Sweden being fliipwrcckcd oiithecoaft ofDantzickit was tranfported thither, where it 
remained near two iiundred years ; it has been brought hither only within thefe few 
years : it is no honour to the arts, and was in a bad flate. In another chapel are the 
fepulchres of the families of Oxenjiiern and Stenbock. In another two beautiful Sarco- 
phagi in marble to the memory of C.harles de Gccr^ Marfhal of the court, and his lady ; 
his bull alfo in white marble, on the fragment of an tmlique fluted column, creflcd by 
his wife. The tomb of Sture and his two fons, killed by order of Eric XIV. The fe- 
pulchre of the firlt wife of Sigifmund. On the right of the great altar are the relies of 
St. Eric, and nothing elfe remarkable. Linnaeus is inhumed beneath a ttone near the 
door without any inferiptton or even his name (whatever the Dutch traveller may ad- 
vance to the contrary). In a fort of cave adjoining the church is a wooden idol of the 
God Thor, which does not appear fo ancient as faid to be, w'ith the chalice, crofier, &c. 
prefented by Pope A lix III. to the firft bifliop of Upfal. 

The univerfity of this city was founded by Sten Sture the elder, in 1476, who ob- 
tained permiflion for the purpofe from Sixtus IV., and took the inftitution at Bologna for 
his model. The adminijlrators and fenators confirmed the bull of Sixtus IV. (of the 
28th of February 1476,) on the 20th July 1477, granted to this academy all the 
privileges enjoyed by the univerfity of Paris. In 1624 Guftavus Adolphus afligned 
them eftates under the diredion of the confiftory of profeflbrs. The revenue was then 
25,000 crowns, of 3 dollars ; but this fum is now nearly tripled : it is however depend- 
ant on the feafons. The univerfity appoints two profeffors, called JJmr/ 7 , to manage 
its property, who retain their places for two years, when one of them goes out. Inhere 
are four faculties, vi*z. four profeffors of theology, (there were five,) who at the fame 
time compofe the ecclefiaftical confiftory, two of jurifprudence, thirteen of philofophy, 
and four of medicine. 1 he new profeffors are : one of theology, one of private oico- 

P 2 nomy. 



476 fdrtia’s travels m swedek. 

nomy, and one of eloquence and politics; the others eftablilhcd in 1751 are, one of 
chemiilry, and one of phyfic ; in 1761, one of public right, (now abolifhcd,) and one 
of anatomy, during the revolution of 1772. The courfes in medicine lafl: three, four, 
or five years before the ftudent can take a doflior’s degree. The novice mult undergo 
two examinations ; this is a Itudy lefs followed than any. The courfes in jurifprudence, 
when followed only to qualify for the bar, continue for two or three years ; thofe of 
theology, three or four years. The King alone grants a dolor’s degree. In philofophy 
two themes muft be maintained ; this is the courl'e of all others the moll followed ; 
the direftor is changed every fix months, at St. John’s day and at Chrillmas. The 
profelTors nominate three candidates for the office, one of which was wont to be elefted 
by His Majefty, at prefent he choofes who he will ; the directors have no increafe of 
allowance, their only emolument being derived from the compliment paid by each ftu- 
dent on his admiffion to the univerfity during his redtorlhip ; this prefent is two or three 
rix'dollars, and two or three ducats if the ftudent be of a diftinguilhed family. The 
llip^nd of the profelTors is 1 400 filver dollars and a hundred tons of corn, which may 
be eftimated at 1 600 f.cd : fomc of them have apartments, but moll not. No one can 
become a civil magiftrate without undergoing a public examination at one of the three 
univerfities of Upfal, Obo, or Lund. There is a fourth at Gridfwald in Pomerania, 
which is under the jurifdiction of the empire. The perfoqal jurifdiction of the univer- 
lity extends not, only throughout the city, but for fix leagues around, (in matters which 
regard the ftudents). The holii^ays are from the 14th December to the 28th January, 
and from the feftival of St. John to that of St. Michael. The profelTors give gratuitous 
lelTonS four times a week ; for private lelTons the fcholar pays two or three rix-dollars 
monthly, according to his capacity, which is paid every other term. There are fome 
prizes of private foundation called Stipendia^ or which more than a hundred ftudents at 
Upfal reap advantage ; thefe are from 45 to 400 plottes each, and are ufually adjudged 
by the confiftory ; but an appeal lays to the chancellor in cafe of diftatisfadion, who 
finally awards. The Stipendia diftributed by the King amount to 3000 plottes. In 
1730 there were tvro thoufand ftudents, in 1791 but fix or feven hundred. 

In the bull by which the univerfity was inllituted, thearchbilhop is defignated chan- 
cellor ; but the academical conftitutions of 1625 affiume, that thenceforward it fliall be 
a fenator of the kingdom, the archbilliop being only vice-chancellor. It is the body of 
profelTors, or the academical confiftory, which eledls the chancellor, and their nomina- 
tion is confirmed by the King : for a number of years the prefumptive heir of the crown 
has had the title. 

The library of the univerfity is . highly celebrated throughout Europe,, but in our opi- 
nion without defert, notwithftanding it contains many articles well worthy the infpeflion 
of a traveller. In the firft place we faw a number of things which appear out of place 
certainly in a library, fuch as an antique cafe made of different forts of ftone, with a 
fmall fpinnett, and little paindngs on agate reprefenting the paffion of our Saviour, &c.; 
fome very minute works in wood and ivbry.,. the whole prefented to Guftavus Adolphus 
by the city of Nuremberg, for his daughter ; two fmall books of Bowers, filh, and ani- 
mals, painted on vellum by Queen Chriftina; a number of toilet trinkets which belonged 
to her ; the portrait of General Koni^fmarck, in the fervice of the republic of Venice, 
formed by lines of writing in latin, which give an account of his life, on vellum ; a large 
agate of fixteen inches by thirteen, on one fide of which the laft judgment is depided, 
and on the other the pafiage of the red fea, by Koenig, with, olher matters of little 
moment. 5 
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In the firft of the three rooms of which the library is compofed, is a marble buft of 
Charles XI. placed there in ijroi by Ben. Oxen/iiern ; in the third that of Guftavus 
• Adolphus, erefted in 1731 by Frederic I. 

The firft room contains belks lettrest hiftory, and natural hiftory. The fecond was 
added by the late King in 1767, when Prince-royal, as appears from the infcription over 
the door. The third comprifes jurifprudence, theology, and phyfic. 

The moft valuable article in this libraryis the gothic manufcript knownunder the name 
of Codex argenteus. It contains the four evangelifts in lettera of gold and filver, eachline 
interlined ; it is in 4to., is incomplete at both beginningand end, and confifts of one hun- 
di'cd and eighty-fevcn leaves ; in the margin is a tranflation of fome paflages in latin : we do 
notbelieve it has been printed, as fome travellers affirm-. Befides this, Commentaria hijiorica 
Regis Erics XIV. cum dire 6 lionibus et profedionibus planetarum dmoruni, et pariittm pro 
anno 1566, an original in his own hand writing; the fame for the year 1567, a copy. 
Edda et Scalda, a very valuable Icelandic manufcript on vellum, with figures coarfely 
drawn, incomplete and much damaged. The, Edda was compofed by the layman Stvr- 
lefin, in the thirteenth century ; he was murdered in an infurreftion. Mr. Mallet in 
his introdoflion to the hiftory of Denmark, fpeaking of this work fays, ‘‘ J. P. Refenius 
publilhed the firft edition of the Edda in 4to. at Copenhagen, in 1665; by the fide of 
the text is a verfion in latin by Stephanus Olai, a learned ecclefiaftic of Iceland, and a 
Danifli tranftation by Stephanius, with variations taken from a manufcript of Magnus^ 
Ola\ an Icelander. The moft ancient manufcript of the Edda is thought to be that 
which belongs to the King of Denmark : it is confidered to have been written at the 
dole of the thirteenth century or the beginning of the fourteenth. A valuable manu- 
fcript of the Edda is alfb to be feen at Upfal. Mr. Goeurandfon has publilhed it with a 
Swedifh and latin verfion : the text of this edition differs very immaterially from that of 
Refenius.” We have a difficulty in comprehending how|a complete tranflation of that 
work could poflibly be made from a manufcript in fuch an imperfeft ftate. The laws 
of Iceland^ a very ancient manufcript on vellum. Dialogue creaUtrarum moralifatus ; 
the firft work publilhed in Sweden at Stockholm, 1483. Manudle ecclejia Linkopenjis^ 
an extremely rare work. Sosuderkoeuping^ *525* the only one known. A latin commen- 
tary on the/even pfalms^ *5*5, the firft work publilhed at Upfal. The fame volume of 
Rudbcck as is found in the Kind's library at Stockholm. Thomas Aquinas Secunda 
fccunda^ in folio, Mentz, 1467, in good prefervation. Two editions of the Catholicon of 
the fifteenth century, without a date. A German bible which belonged to Luther, Wit- 
temberg, 1541. The firft folio bible is in latin: Nuremberg, 1475. A German bible 
in folio, 1 494, Lubeck ; this is the oldeft German bible printed. A Bohemian bible, 
1489, fmall folio, with figures in wood. Pliny, in latin, Rome, 1473, in folio, on paper. 
Suetonius, 1470, Rome, in folio, on paper. The moft ancient Swedifli bible, Upfal, 
1541. The Ne^v tejiament in Swedilh, with the arms of Guftavus Vafa, Stockholm, 
1526. The laws of Sweden, on vellum, 1617, at Stockholm, very elegant. The 
library confifts of nearly fifty thoufand volumes. The mahuferipts are on the firft 
ftory. The univerfity bought a colleftion of five hundred volumes of manuferipts of 
the widow of Mr. Palmjkolds, moft of them are in 4to. fome rare articles among them 
have been printed. Profeffor Giorgi arranged and made a catalogue of them, which 
confifts of two large volumes. Notwithftanding the number of manuferipts is very- con- 
fiderable, many receptjicles are empty. There is nothing among them fingularly valu- 
able except the DiariUm Wadjienenfe, an origmal manufcript on vellum, fmall quarto, . 
written by different hands from 1344 to 1544. This work was publilhed by Benzeliu^ 
Upfal, in 1721 : Mr. Nordin is about to publifli a new edition. The fund fet apart 
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for tlie library is i ooo plottes per annum, a fum which appeared to us Inconfiderable 
indeed. 

The mincra'ogkal cabincl, under the management of Mr. Jfacliust profeffor of chemif- 
try, is clafled agreeably to tile fyfiem of Cronjbedt ; the Councillor of mines, Swab, firfl: 
began the collection. The univcrfity has poltefl'ed it ever fince 1750, and it has been 
confidcrably augmented by the celebrated Bergmann : it is now very complete, particu- 
larly as to what regards the minerals peculiar to' Sweden. 'I'hefe entirely fill one cabi- 
net, to the number of three thoufand fpccimens; the general collection is coniained in 
about forty large cafes. We faw here alfo fome (tones engraved, none of which were 
remarkable ; a number of cryflallizations and petrifactions peculiar to Sweden, of but 
little interc'fl ; fome Ihclls alfo, but in no great number. The meifl valuable article in 
this cabinet is fome tiia//)-ve, native and artificial gold, found at Nertchinjkoi in Siberia, 
analyzed by Mr. Bergmann. A number of mineraiogifts doubt, but unjultly, the ex- 
iftence of this fpecimen. In a fmall cabinet arc feen the models of the pumps, furnaces, 
and other utenfils employed in mines. There is but a very poor chemical laboratory. 
Mr. Afzelius, in April, 179', had but thirty fcholars, a matter which appeared to me 
very pngular in a country, the mines of which foim its principal wealth, and in which 
chemiftry fhould confequenily be cultivated above all other Iciences. 

1 he cabinet of Mr. Thunberg is exceedingly curious from the beauty of the fpecimens 
collected, and their number ; for it eml.raccs objeCts of more than one dcicription, 
although wholly analogous to natural liifirory : Mr. '1 hnnberg has travelled a great 
deal, and has himfelf I'elected a great number of interelling articles; he has been at 
Japan, and even in the capital, owing to a concurrence of circumllances which few Eu- 
ropeans have had the good fortune to meet with: of aiumals and birds thefe are the 
inoft remarkable : the Horfe of the Cape of Good Mope ; a head of the Ant eater, from 
the fame place ; a Buffalo, idem ; the American Ant-eater ; a white To:; ; a Stag, from 
the illand of Java, a very rare fpecimen; an animal refembling the Ermine, wdth a much 
longer body; three fpecies of from America, without a tail, and from 

Java, the latter very rare ; a China Pheafant ; a male and female Eyderdown Duck ; 
three fpecies of the Alca ardica, very rare ; a colledion nearly complete, of the birds 
peculiar to Sweden, and a number of other animals and birds ; a very beautiful collec- 
tion of buttei flies: the Atlas of Ceylon, a female, meafuring nine inches from the ex- 
tremity of ^ne wing to the other; the male is not lb large as the female : the Lana of 
Surinam, rare ; the Priam, from the iflands of Banina and Ainboyna, cofts 2 5 ducats in 
Holland ; the Latcrnaria, a fpecies of Fugora, from Surinam, extremely rare ; Pncu~ 
mora, maeulata, immaculata, and fexguttqta, rare, particularly the lall named, from 
the Cape of Good Hope ; a fuperb collection of infeCts, crabs, and crayfifh, fpiders, 
fcarabaci, bees, &c. ; a new feurabaius of the Gideon fjiecics, with three horns, unique ; 
corals and marine plants; a herbary of plants of all countries, confifting of nearly twenty 
thoufand fpecimens ; a large piece of trapp of three colours j the bafe reddift, green and 
white, twenty inches long by fixtcen wide, engraven en cameo, in China, after the an- 
tique, and reprefenting leaves and fruit ; an exceeding rare and valuable article : fome 
f.iells : a fpindle, (Fupau,) fingular on account of its fize, being nearly feven inches ; a 
Ihed from Jamaica of the Tcliina genus ; and another from Japan yet undeferibed • an 
Ijogonvm, extremely rare, of five inches and a half; ^Placenia, five inches in diameter; 
a Hammer Jiff, feven inches and a half at th; end, the handle fix inches long; a Patella, 
from J ipan, nondefeript. A Poliff cap, nearly two inches. fn the adjoining garden 
are five or fix thoufand exotic plants, as well of Sweden as from foreign qountnes, . in 
green-houfes and in the open air. Mr. Thunberg had a hundred fcholars. -His cabinet 

8t he 
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he has made a prefent of to the univerfity ; his voyage to Japan was publifaed in 179 f, 
and tranflated into German. 

There is a catalogue of the different cabinets of the univerfity of Upfal, publilhed in 
the form of dilfertations, with the title, Mufattm naturalium Academia Upfalienfu: many 
parts have already appeared, containing an account of what has been prefented to the 
univerfity by Mr. Thunberg and others. The colleflion of plants extends to twenty 
thoufand fpecies, the moft rare of which are thofe of the Cape of Good Hope and Japan. 
The Flora Japonica is already printed, and Mr. Thunberg is at prefent employed on the 
Flora Capenfis. 

'i'he coins of Japan are in the cabinet of His Majefly at Drottningholm. Mr. Thun- 
berg gave a defeription of them before the academy of fciences at Stockholm. Among 
the Indian coins th^»re are numerous rare fpecies, fuch as the pagoda of Malabar with 
the figure of an elephant in gold, and the twelve rupees in gold with the twelve figns of 
the zodiac, ftruck by Nourmaha!^ the wife of the grand Mogul, Selim I. It is extremely 
rare to meet with this colleftion complete, on which account it is very dear, coding 
more than 4000 livres. 

The cabinet of Mr. Zicrvogelh very curious, and above all remarkable in the depart- 
ment of fiiells, of which there are nine hundred dilferent fpecies, and in all nine thou- 
fand fpecimens ; a great number are faw'ed in twain in order to fhew the interior : this 
appeared to us a new and well conceived plan ; fome are faw'ii in a tranfvcrfe diredlion. 
The following are the m<}ft remarkable in the cabinet : the Ciprea occl/ata, with black 
fpots ; a tolerably handfome collection of Harps, although the Imperial is wanting ; the 
Hippo cajlanum murex ; Ttirris Bahilouicws jmrex, of three inches and a half in height; 
Mun x perverfus, three incht's and a hall ; 'Trochits Pharacnis folaris ; Turbo cbryfojlo^ 
tnus, of a golden colour within ; a Scalaris, of nearly two inches; Helix caracolla ; He- 
lix ainarula ; a grouped Mitella ; Lepas ; Spondilus gaderopus, of two inches with very 
long thorns ; Area tortuofa, of ihiee inches and a half ; a white Hammerjifi, of five 
inches and a half, the arms more than fix inches long, a fide of it is wanting which is a 
great pity ; a Hammer, fix inches by fix ; a Placenla, of three inches and a half ; Cryjla 
gain, mytilus ; a number of Argmiauts ; numerous handfome Nautili, two of which Pom~ 
pan fix inches and a half in length, fome are painted. A fine vafe of rock chryflal, fix 
inches in diameter, with a hunt extremely well engraven on the infide, a little chipped. 
A trifling colledion of filh and marine plants. Very beautiful infeids of nearly three 
thoufand diflerent forts, but feventy are wanting to make the collection of thofe of Swe- 
den entirely complete. A quantity of amber of all defcripiions. A complete coile£tion 
of ftones and minerals. Mr. Ziervogcl, in imitation of Mr. Thunberg, prefented after- 
wards his cabinet to the univerfity. The naturaliil mud be highly grateful to them for 
adopting this method of preferving to the public without difparagemcnt, fuch truly valu- 
able colledions. 

A full mile from Upfal, by turning a little from the great road, you arrive at Moraf- 
iein : this is a fmall houfc on the left fide of the road, built over the fpot where formerly 
the Kings were crowned ; over the door isinferibed - mora Jlcnar, anno 1770. The 
interior of the room is twelve feet fquare ; a number of Hones are ranged on the ground 
by the fide of the walls of diflferent fizes, fame with characters engraven on them, but 
which are alraoft wholly eifaccd. What follows is written on the fides of the chamber 
at a certain height, and appears to relate to the Sovereigns who have been crowned 
here. 

“ Konunga Wal och hyllningar oro fordom har fkedda Konung denkil 1 060. K. jngc. 
K. Magnus Ladulos D. J. 1 376. K. Mag. fmek. D. II. 131 9. K. Eric, D. XIII. 1 396. 

K. Chrif. 
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K. Chrlftopher, 1441. K. Carl, D. VIII. 1448. K. Chrlftiand I. 1457. Riks. f. 
Sten Sture, D. yngre. 1512, flera berktelferlos Toeurners difs 1700. Rudbccxs Atl. 
Schefferus de TJpfalia. Wexionius. Eubergs om Upfala. Salvii oni Upland. TunciJ 
ofver fucrig. Med flora.” 

Mr. Ludek^, the paftor of the German church at Stockholm, took a drawing of the 
ftones in 1789, which has been engraved ; his fon, at prefent at Goettingen, (in 1793O 
is employed on an account of them. 

From Upfal to Stockholm by Murajlcin^ is feven miles and. three quarters. 

Injirudlions for thofe deftrous of traverfmg Lapland and the Alps^ in order fo to pafs over to 

Norway. 

On arrival at Ltdeo, which is one of the towns of Weflrobothnia, fifteen miles from 
Tomeo, provided the traveller be defirous of continuing his route towards the pro- 
vinces of Lapland, which bear the name of their capital, or chief place, he mufl pro- 
ceed to old Luleo, fituated a mile from the new. At a quarter of a mile dillant, he 
will come to the river of Luleo, where he may go three miles by water ; after which he 
will be obliged to walk for a mile or more through an arid fimdy forefl; on account of 
the great rapidity of the river, and the rocks and (tones in its bed which hinder the paf- 
fage of boats ; he mult afterwards return to the banks of the river and take boat again, 
proceeding thus for four miles to a cataract of no great confequence, where fome thou- 
(and barrels of falmon are annually caught. From this fpot he mult again go on foot 
for two miles, and then take to the water anew for three miles, in boats which he will 
find at every ftation pointed out. At eleven or twelve miles from Luleo, Lapland begins; 
from its borders to Jockmock church is fix miles further. The forefts and marfhes may 
be pafled over in four or five days, which will bring the traveller to the houfe of the 
reftor, (Mr. Fielltroeume,) a polite and intelligent man, honoured with the title of King’s 
almoner. 

This church, built about a century ago, is fituated in a hilly country, in the midft of 
. a large foreft of pines and fir. 

Gelliwari mine, the mod confiderable in all Lapland, is fix or feven miles wed of 
lockmock. 

If defirous of continuing his journey towards the Alps, the traveller mud obferve the 
following dire£tions : id. he mud walk for a mile from the red.or’s houfe; 2d. crofs a 
lake of the fame breadth, and afterwards go odfoot two miles, which will bring him to 
another lake called Purkiparcr. He will find tolerable accommodation at night in the 
houfes of the inhabitants, emigrants' from Wedrobothnia, whom the government has 
encouraged to fettle in Lapland. From lake Purkiparer he mud march two miles and a 
half, when he will have to crofs another called Purkipaur. In its neighbourhood is a 
mountain called (grandfather’s head,) at the foot, of which is a cavern confe- 

crated by the ancient Laplanders to fome of their divinities at prefent unknown. In it 
alfo are round numbers of rein deer’s horns, remnants of facrifices on the part of the 
Laplanders. The opening is fo near the lake, that you may enter it without getting 
out of .the boat ; its dimenfions are ten or twelve feet in breadth by fix or eight in 
depth. 

After palling the lake, he mud proceed on foot two miles, and will have to c.rofs 
another large lake four miles broad, having pafled which he will arrive at a habitation 
called Timotis, At a quarter of a mile from this place he will fee a copper mine now 
abandoned called Kuriwany (copper mountain.) From Tiomotis he mud march two 

mile* 
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miles through the foreft in order to reach lake Tiomotis, which is live miles in length ; 
this mud be traverfed in the direction of the Alps, which are didinguifliable at the dif- 
tance of eight or ten miles by their fummits covered with fnow; he will next feea xock 
of extraordinary height, and which on account of itsrefemblancc ,is denominated the 
pulpit. A little farther he will notice the beautiful cafeade Cafeawari, (deferibed fifty 
years- ago in the Jda Vp/aly) precipitated with great noife juft at the brink of the lake. 
At length he will reach Quickjocky another church of this province ; it is fituated at the 
foot of the Alps, in fuch a pleafant fpot during the fummer, that, the learned author of 
the celebrated Atlantica was thence induced to place the terrellial paradife within the 
frozen zone, (the reaor*s name is Ohrftroeum.) If defirous of croflmg the Alps, the 
traveller now mud afeend the fird mountain, the mod lofty of the whole, it is called 
Walliwari: theafeent is nearly a mile. From the fummit of this mountain he will 
have mod extenfive and pifturefque views of the whole province. From Walliwari 
you look down as on an immenfe map, and didinguiih beneath you the tops of the 
Alps, at times enveloped in clouds. 

It requires at lead ten or twelve days to crofs the Alps and; arrive in Norway, on 
which journey he mud abfolutely travel on foot for eighteen miles, and provide himfelf 
with a tent and provifions. Scattered about here and there he will -meet with fame of 
the Laplanders with their docks in the mod fertile valleys ; but occafionally from their 
erratic life, he may meet with none. After eroding the Alps, their mountains of fnow, 
their maffes of ice, their deep rivers, &c. he enters Norway at the 68® of latitude, and 
finally arrives at the North fea. 


Chap. XIV.— Summary of the Hijlory of Sweden from Gujlavus Vafuy to the Afeenjion 

to the Throne of Gujlavus III. 

AS it forms no part of our plan to fpeak of the kingdoms of the North previous to 
their obtaining confideration in the political balance of Europe, we fliall begin with the 
reign of the great Gudavus Vafa, under whom Sweden fird faw herfelf finally releafed 
from a foreign yoke, and left to her own powers, 

Gustavus Vasa. 

Gujlavusy the liberator of his country whofe gratitude adjudged him the crown, was 
bom of an illudrious family in 1490. His father Eric Vafoy was murdered in the hor- 
rible maffacre at Stockholm on the 8th November, 1520. His great foul was wholly 
intent afterwards on avenging his father, and freeing the country from the tyrant be- 
neath whofe fcourge it withered. After wandering about a length of time in Dalecar- 
lia, and efcaping a thoufand dangers, he had the good fortune to muder fufiicient force 
to make himfelf mader of feveral towns, and finally to drive the Danes from Sweden in 
1523, yet not without a number of battles in the two years it took him to efieid his ob- 
je£t. Previoufly nominated adminidrator of the date, this year he was made King at 
the diet of Strengnoes, and honoured with a title which he had fo judly deferred, he 
entered his capital in triumph. Notwithdanding his power was unlimited, he governed 
Sweden rather as a father than a mader. The Dalecarlians indeed revolted feveral times 
in his reign, to fubdue whom he was obliged to ufe rigorous meafures, which he exer- 
cifed likewife towards two fenators guilty of rebellion. At the council of GEurebro in 
1529, the Roman catholic reli^on was entirely aboUlhed, and the creed of Augfbourg 
voLi VI. 3 Q received 
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received as the rule of faith throughout the kingdom, which put an end to thofe dif* 
putes concerning religion which liad lafted fo great a lengtli of time. ^ 

To the former poffeffions of the crown, Guftavus added the immenfe property of 
the clergy ; and in 1531, with a view of giving greater weight to the new religion, he 
replaced the canons of Upfal by Lutherans ; and caufed Lawrence Tetri, a Proteftant, 
to be inftalled Archbifliop of that city for the celebration of the marriage of the King, 
and coronation of the new Queen: Guftavus even gave one, of his relations in marriage 
to the Archbiftiop. In 1541, he made a treaty with Francis the Firft, King of France, 
to whom he fent an cmbafTy the next year, the two Sovereigns by this treaty contrafted 
an alliance offenfive and defenfive. In 1 544, Guftavus requefted the States, affembled 
at Wefteros, to make the crown hereditary in his male lino, which was unanimoufly 
confented to, as a reward juft ly earned by his important fervices. It was decided at the 
iame time, that in cafe of the royal line becoming extinct, the fenate, in cOnjundion 
with the States, Ihould elect a new King. 

This prince died in 1560, after a glorious reign of nearly forty years. He poflefled 
the requifites of a great man, was brave, enterprizing, aftive, a great politician, and inac- 
fceflible either to love or flattery; never did he unflieath the fword except from heceflity, 
yet never did he yield aught'it was his duty to defend. He releafed Sweden from the 
(hackles of Denmark, and notwithftanding the turbulent reftlefs fpirit of his people, 
was cherilhed by them as their common father. In (hort, he was a prince whom pofte- 
rity may take for a model. Why were not his children like him ? 

Eric XIV. 

Eric, the fon and fiicceflbr of Guftavus, fenfible and well informed, was yet highly 
culpable, irrefolute in his plans, and imprudent in his conduct. The clofe of his reign 
was marked by ads of fury and inadnefs, of which the Siurcs were the unfortunate vic- 
tims. He placed great reliance in judicial aftrology. He charged his brother John 
with rebellion for having married Catherine the daughter of Sigifmund I. King of Po- 
land, and an ally of the Mufeovites, with whom he was at war; and notwithftanding he 
had confented in the firft inftance to the marriage, he befieged John in the caftle of 
Abo, and having taken him prifoner, confined him in the caftle of Griplholm, whence 
he was releafed in 1567. The Prince however never forgave his brother this imprifon- 
ment, but joining with his brother Charles in 1568, afterwards Charles IX., they be- 
fieged the King in Stockholm, and obliged him to abdicate the throne. Tliis unfor- 
tunate prince was imprifoned in many dift'erent caftles, and after nine years* confinement 
was finally poifoned. 

This death, while it excites our pity for the vidim, infpires one with horror at his 
brother John, who fucceeded him. 

Eric XIV. in 1568, created Counts and Barons. Of the three dignitaries made on 
this occafion, Peter Brahe was the firft. The families of the other two are extind. 

c 

John HI. 

John the Third was declared King by the States aflemblcd at Stockholm ; he reigned 
alone, notwithftanding his engagement of (haring the throne with his brother Charles, 
and which engagement was the inducement for Charles aflirting him againft Eric. The 
fiicceeding yeifr Eric was condemned by the States to perpetual intprifonment ; but in 
1578, fome partifans yet remaining faithful, he attempted to efcape from prifon. John, 
apprehenfive of dantrer to his crown from fuch a rival, determined on poifoning him, 

to 
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to R propofal of which nature the States had the bafenefs to give their approbation 
John contented himfelf with ceding to his brother Charles three provinces, as preferibed 
by his father’s will, but exafled from the inhabitants an acknowledgement of him as 
the only fovereign of Sweden. 

This prince was almoft continually at war with the Danes and Mufeovites, with vari- 
ous fuccefs. The following incident is highly worthy of relation. In 1573, fix hun- 
dred horfe and a hundred foot belonging to the Swedes under the command of General 
Ackefon^ being abandoned by the Livonians their allies near Revel, defended thenifelves 
fo vigoroufly againft fixteen thoufand Mufeovites by whom they were furrounded, that 
they killed feven thoufand of them and put the others to flight, making booty of their 
baggage. John, up to 1583, the period of the death of Catherine Jagellon, daughter 
of Sigifmundl., afUduoufly attempted at different times to rc-eflablifh the Roman Catho- 
lic religion, but never with fuccefs ; he even reforted to violent meafures, fuch as rarely 
indeed avail in matters of faith. His fon Sigifmund, Prince Royal of Sweden, obtained 
by the credit of Anne, Queen dowager of Poland, the fifter of his mother, the crown of 
that kingdom in 1587. Religious difputes Hill continued ; Duke Charles being (leadily 
attached to the creed of AugflbouVg, the eftablifhed faith of the nation, a great coolnefs 
between the two brothers arofe in confcquence ; but in 1589 they were reconciled, and 
the fucceeding year Duke Charles was nominated Governor of all Sweden. 

John died in 1592 : he was an ordinary charafter, deftitute of great vices as well as 
of any fplendid virtues. The death of his brother Eric will be an immortal ftain on his 
memory ; the welfare of the ftate muft in vain be pleaded in excufe for fratricide, the 
more fo from the ufage .in fimilar cafes of confounding the welfare of the individual 
with that of the flate. His fecret cabals to promote the Roman faith, did injury to tlie 
worfliip he fought to eftablifh, and the afcendancy over him which he fuflPered his flrfl: 
wife to aflume, does no credit either to his firmneis or his charafter: the fway of woman 
is mild, but unlefs it infpire to glory and virtne. Kings ihould refid it in common with 
all men. 


SlOISMUND. 

Sigifmund, King of Poland , by the death of his father inherited the throne of Sweden: 
he delayed repsuring to his new kingdom for fome time ; Duke Charles his uncle, who 
afled in the interim as adminiflrator of the kingdom, applied himfelf feduloully to root- 
ing up all traces of the Catholic religion. Sigifmund, on his arrival in SiVeden, endea- 
voured to re-eflablifli it, but met with flrong oppofltion : he remained but a Ihort time 
in this kingdom, his uncle Charles being named by the Senate adminiftrator in his ab- 
fence. The Duke, defirous of rendering himfelf popular, difluilTed all fuch from their 
employments as profeiTed the Roman faith ; among the refl: Eric Brahe, Governor of 
the calUe of Stockholm. In 1595, notwithftanding the King's prohibition, the Duke 
convoked the States. At, their fellions it was again decreed that the Creed of Augf- 
bourg ihouldbe the only religion tolerated in the country; that the Romifli priefts Ihould 
quit the kingdom within flx weeks, that Catholics Ihould not be albwed to make open 
profeflion of their religion, and be deemed incapable of holding any appointment. More- 
over the Duke, in coiqun£Iion with the Senate, was appointed Governor of Sweden. 
In 1597, Sigifmund, jealous of a meafure which tended to deprive him of all authority, 
found means to diflurb the harmony fubHIling between his uncle and the Senate, parties 

* Among the manuferiptt of HU Majelly st Drottnmgholm, the original approval of the Statei it to be 
fcen. 
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were formed in confequence, and that of the Senate prevailed* But the Duke. alTembled ' 
the partizans which adhered to his caufe, and caufed himfelf to be chofen Governor by 
them again ; he wifhcd to make the Senate agree with this eleflionj but it refufed. 
Upon this he took up arms and made himfelf mafler of a number of places. Sigifmund, 
unable to prevent hoQilitics by negotiation, determined in 1598 on tranfporting an 
aftuy to Sweden. The two parties came to blows near Linkoeuping, and the King was 
worded ; notwithdanding this, Charles came to an accommodation with bis nephew, by the 
terms of which the King refumed poflbffion of his cadles, drong places, veffels, &c. and 
the Duke was declared entirely innocent. The treaty was figned by the two Princes ; 
after which the King retired to Poland, in lieu of repairing, as he had promifed, to 
Stockholm, where, his drd ad was to enter a proted againd the treaty he had entered 
into. 

Such a procedure irritated both the Duke and .the States, and engaged them to re- 
nounce their oath of fidelity to the King. An affembly for this purpofe was called at 
Linkoeuping in 1 600, at which both Sigifmund and his elded fbn Ladiflas were excluded 
from the throne ; to the latter a year had been granted for his recanting the Komifii 
faith, and coming to affume the crown. A long time afterwards, even the fame pro- 
pofal was made him anew, yet ineffedually. The fame adembly of the States veded 
Charles with abfolute power, and acknowledged his fon, then fix years of age, and his 
heirs male as his fuccedors. Thus Sigifmund continued to reign in Poland, preferring,^ 
notwithdanding he had children, an elefbive to an hereditary throne ; this is certainly 
an ele£lion for which it is difilcult to adign a caufe, particularly as an able Prince might 
have conciliated both parties and preferred them friends. He died in 1632, after a 
long and dormy reign : he wanted that diferimination and policy required in the de- 
licate and aukward fituation he found himfelf, and was rather guided by his own than 
(he will of his people, which he was deditute of that vigour necedkry to controul. 

Charles IX. 

Charles IX. enjoyed fovereign authority ; but had not the title of King, than at which 
price his ambition was not be fatisfied ; pretending a defire to be releafed from the bur- 
then of government, he was on the contrary raifed to the throne by the unanimous 
fudrage of the States, adembled at Norkiceuping in 1604. The few years of his reign 
were employed in wars with the Poles, the Ruffians, and the Danes. His fon, Guda- 
vus Adolphus, when yet but fixteen years of age, took Chridiandadt in Scania from 
the Danes. Such a beginning was taken as a prefage of what he afterwards effedted. 
Charles died in 1611, aged 61 years. By the previous details, it will be evident that 
this Prince was ambitious and politic. He was frequently at war, and difplaycd 
proofs of his ability in that department. It cannot, however, be difguifed, that he 
ufurped the throne ; but hidory will pardon his ufurpatlon, fince to that was owing 
the fucceffion of Gudavus Adolphus, one of the brighted ornaments of the Swediih 
crown. 

Gustavus Adolphus. 

Gujiavus Adolphus mounted a throne yet infecurely edablifhed, and attacked by three 
powerful enemies. Although fcarcely feventecn years of age, the council appointed by 
his father confided with him the government of the date. I'his prince put himfelf im- 
mediately “at the head of his troops to oppofe the Danes. Did'erent places were reci- 
procally taken and lod, without any evident advantage on cither fide. Peace was 
Shortly afterwards concluded, and a truce was made with the Poles. In 1614 he found 

6 himfelf 
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himfelf obliged to renounce all his hopes of placing his brother Charles on the throne 
of the Czars. The truce with Poland was feveral times renewed ; but in 1625, Sigif- 
inund, who always imagined his pretenfions juft to a crowii which he had not been 
able to retain, determined pofitively on war. This war lafted tiiri63o, much to the 
difadvantage of Poland, which was affifted by the Emperor to fupport its continuance ; 
while at the fame time he himfelf feized upon a part of the coafts of the Baltic. Guf- 
tavus could not without uneafinefs behold the projed of the Houfo of Auftria to domi- 
neer in the North. However, in order to avoid proceeding to extremities on flight 
foundation, he fent to propofe a reafonable accommodation to the imperial plenipoten- 
tiaries then at l.ubeck; but his ambafladors were not even admitted. Guftavus having 
demanded attention in vain, conceived it belonged to him for the honor of Sweden and 
his own,, to make preparation for war. This was then refolved upon, and declared in 
1630. This was that famous war, known by the denomination of the thirty years’ war,, 
which lafted uninterruptedly to 1 648, and in which the Swedes began to crown them- 
I'elves with glory under the command of their King ; and the luftre of which was fur- 
ther cncreafed by the different generals he had formed: they became the terror of 
Germany, and were looked upon as the beft. troops in Europe at a time when all the 
powers of the continent were involved in war. The campaigns of 1631 and 1632 arc 
mafter-pieces of military taffies. The rapidity of the conquefts of the Swedifh monarch 
is aftoniihing, as well as the multiplied advantages he obtained over the beft generals 
of that day. The caufe of this was his being not only the beft general in Europe, 
(proved by the fghool he formed,) but at the fame time the braveft fbldier in his army. 
At length, on the i6th November 1632, this great man encountered death at the battle 
of Lutzen in Saxony, in the 38th year of his age. The Swedes, it is true, were viflo- 
xious here, but in lofing their King they loft more than a battle; in cafe of his death,., 
he had nominated Banner to fucceed him in command. 

Puft’endorfF afforts he was killed by Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenbourg, which is the 
truth, but does not aferibe the real motive of this villainy ; it was as follows : ten years 
or more before the battle of Lutzen, the Duke of Saxe Lauenbourg, being at a ball 
given by the Queen-dowager, at which the King and feveral fenators were prefent, 
claimed precedence of a fenator, which was oppofed by His Majefty ; the Prince, obliged 
to fubmit, fhortly after put his cane between the fenator’s legs and nearly threw him 
down ; this being perceived by the King, in the firft heat of his refentment he gave the 
Duke a box of the ear. The affair was unnoticed at the inftant, but the Duke never 
forgave the blow ; and at Lutzen, in the middle of the adion, he fhot Guftavus, who 
fired at him again as he fell, but miffed his aim; the Duke thereupon fired a fecond 
time, after which the King was trampled under the horfes’ feet. The King had a heU 
duke, who accompanied him wherever he went ; but this man being wounded in paffing 
through a coppice, the Duke availed himfelf of his abfence to fire at the King, after 
which he returned to fee if the heiduke was dead ; this Ire feigned to be, and afterwards 
related the fad to a clergyman, who took his depofition in a bible ; this biblc was af- 
terwards found, but no one knows aught of it at prefent. After the death of the King, 
general Banner took command of the army, in fpite of the oppofiiion of the different 
Princes ferving in it. An oath was tendered to the troops, and luch officers as objeded 
to it were replaced by others. 

Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenbourg, on the very day of the battle, went over to the 
Emperor, and was killed by the Swedes at the fiege ofSchweinitz in Silefia. 

Guftavus, by his perforial qualities and brilliant adions, acquired thq title of the 
Great, a title which upon every account he eminently deferved. The leifure afforded him 
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by peace or truces was employed in framing wife laws, in encouraging the arts, com- 
merce, and agriculture ; and, in one word, in proving that he was as great in peace as 
in war. A worthy defcendant of Guftavus Vafa, he had not in an equal degree that 
fupplenefs and Ikilful policy which diftin^uiihed his grandfather, but of which again he 
had no need, fmce he had only to maintain himfelf on the throne in which his predecef- 
for required to be eftablifhed. 

Without daring to decide which of thefe two monarchs has the greateft claim to our 
admiration, we fhalljufl remark, that their name is a favourable omen for Sweden : he- 
who at prefent fills their feat has already realized the major part of the hopes which 
that illufirious name encourages, as well as the great obligations it impufes. Gujla- 
vus IF. will not ^generate from his ancejlors j this we dare to predift, and after having 
had acquaintance vF the mafter and the fcholar, the augur has little right to be vain of 
his prophecy *. 

Christina. 

Chrijlina^ the only daughter of Guftavus Adolphus, fuccceded her father when only 
fix years.ofage, under the guardianfhip of a council of regency. During her reign, the 
war in Germany was carried on with renewed vigour. The Swedilh generals formed 
in the fcHool of the great Guftavus, arrayed themfelves with glory, as well as the armies 
they commanded. The principal chiefs who headed thefe troops w'ere, the Duke of 
Saxe Weimar, who died in 1 63.9 ; Guftavus Horn ; the famous Banner, who died in 
1641 } Kniphau/en,)ia\hdi in Weftphaliain 1636; Alexander Lejlie ; James dc la Gar- 
die', Konihgfmarkj Wrangel; the celebrated 2 ory?^»/o», named Generaliflimo at the 
death of Banner ; and Charles Guftavus, Count Palatine, who fucceeded Chriftina. 
In 1637 Sweden made an alliance with France, which laded to the peace of Mimfter in 
1658. This peace was as glorious for Sweden as had been the war. I'he great Turenne 
on many occafions fought with the Swedilh army not unworthy of fuch an illuftrious 
ally. In order to give an idea of this war, we (hall trace the great battles which took 
place between the Swedes and-theimperialifts, without faying any thing of the towns 
carried, or innumerable conflifts more or lefs decifive, and many of which equivalent 
to battles. Leipftc in 1631 ; Lutzen in 163a } Nordlingue, 1634 (the only one loft); 
Perlberg ia 1636 (general Banner) ; Rheinfeld, 1638 (Duke Bernard); Lutzen, 1642 
(Torftenfon) ; Jancovitz, 1642 (Torftenfon)'. But what renders thefe campaigns ad- 
mirable as lefTons for military men, is the feries of operations, is their various combina- 
tions ; for a battle is fcarcely ever any thing more than the affair of a day, whereas to 
manage a campaign requires more talents than the gaining a number of battles. During 
the continuance of this war, theVe were feveral engagements between the Danes and the 
Swedes, which we fhall not particularize. 

In 1650 the Queen, in the affembly of the States, nominated Charles Guftavus,Duke 
of Deux Fonts, her coufin-german, as her fucceffor. The formal projefi of the Queen 
was to abdicate the throne, and Charles Guftavus, while openly he appeared to blame 
her intention, had the.addrefs fecretly to eftablilh her in her refolution. Notwithftand- 
Jng Ihe highly efteemed this Prince, Ihe conftantly refufed to marw him. At length, 
©n the aift May 1 654, in fpite of the reiterated reprefentations of every order in the 
ftate, Chriftina pronounced her intention of refigning the crown on the 16th June fol- 

. * We (hall leave tM« article j all aa ft was compofed in 1 79 1 , before an execrable treafon deprived Eumpa 
of a great man, fovereigns of a model, and Sweden of a fupport, the lofs of which Ihe will ieel moll fwafi. 
bly, and fooner perhaps than is inagined. 
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lowing ; a ceremony which took place with the greateft folemnity, the Queen firft re- 
ferving to herifelf fome very confiderable poffeffions, and a right of fovereignty over her 
fervants and dependants : {lie was at that time twenty-feven years of age. Whatever 
motive may be aferibed to the abdication of Chridina, it certainly required great ftrength 
of mind and refolution to meditate for fo great a length of time, and put in execution^ 
a projeft of fimilar nature. It appears a very difficult thing freely to renounce a crownj- 
particularly in on^ who was born to the throne, and had knowq no other condition of 
life. Chrifiina had reigned gloriouily ; (he had prote&ed the arts, indufiry, and com. 
merce, and eflablifhed poft.houfes, (in 1636 :) her fenfe and acquirements would have 
made her confpicuous, even had fhe not united with them the fplendor of royalty ; her 
youth held out aflurance of a long continuance of life ; but the love of liberty, of in- 
dependence, got the better, in her, of every other confideration : in the throne fl^e faw 
nothing but fplendid fiavery, the bonds of which her whole thoughts were employed 
in breaking afunder; for the inclination of this Princefs for the arts can only be re- 
garded as a fecondary motive for her condud; } this with that of numbers is our opi- 
nion. 

Chrifiina, notwithflanding, deferves to be ranked in the number of great fovereigns ; 
fhe was an extraordinary woman, and implacable in her vengeance. (This is proved 
by the death of the Marquis of Monaldefchi ; an aflion in the life of Chrifiina which 
we are very far from approving, particularly from her having chofen to exhibit at a fo- 
reign court, a fpeflacle till then unfeen ; but fhe thought fhe had a right to punifh one 
of her fervants, who aiTuredly was guilty, a right which, as wc have before noticed, fhe 
had referved to herfelf in full plenitude.) She held public opinion far too much in con- 
tempt } yet mull it be allowed fhe- pofTefTed great qualities. It is affirmed that fhe re- 
pented having abdicated, which is credible; and this opinion receives fome fupport 
from the circumftance of her having travelled to Stockholm upon the death of Charles 
Guflavus ; this journey, however, ivas all for nought, the minds of the people being no 
longer favourably difpofed toward her for Chrifiina, upon her firfl leaving Sweden, 
retired to Rome, and on paffing through Infpruck had abjured Luthcranifm, and ein- 
braced the Roman catholic religion ; me returned again therefore to Rome, and died 
therein 1689, in the 63d year of her age. We fliall here remark, that this Princefs, 
on leaving Stockholm, took with her her furniture, piflures, books, medals, jewels, 
plate ; in one word, all fhe could carry, .and left her palace in fuch a perfe^ flate of 
deftitution, that her fucceffor was obliged to hire ctirpets and borrow plate for the ce- 
remony of his coronation : the Queen deeming no doubt that in leaving him the crown, 
fhe left him quite enough. 

Charles X. 

Charles Gujlavus was the fon of the Count Palatine, Prince of Deux Ponts, and Ca- 
therine, the lifter of Guflavus Adolphus, who were married in 1614. The King at the 
time declaring; that if he Ihould die wimout children, he wifhed that the eldefl Prince 
born from this alliance fhould afeend the throne , in the perfon of Charles X. the will 
of Charles was literally complied with. This Prince, throughout the whole of a very 
fhort reign, was entirely intent on war ; he defeated the Poles and Danes in many en- 
gagements. Charles tranfported his army over the two Belts on the ice, and forced the 
King of Dv'nmark to conclude the peace of Rofehild, by which he acquired a great ex- 
tent of country. Thd palTage of the Great Belt, four Danifli miles (fifteen to a degree) 
wide, took place on the 7th February 1658. This was an enterprize which , ought to 
ferve as an epoch in the wonders of the world : the council of war being' oP an entirely 
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oppofite advice, the King yet refolved Dn the paflage, adhering to the opinion of Count 
Dahiberg *, a foldier of fortune, then major of artillery, who pledged himfelf for its 
fuccefs. A fquadron of guards and the King's carriage were loft j the reft all arrived': 
orders were iiTued for every one to take care of himfelf, and fuccour none on pain of 
death. Shortly after the peace, Charles, fufpedfing the Danes might attack him when 
he' fhould be otherwife employed, and wifhing to put it out of their power to injure 
him, himfelf firft broke the treaty ; fo that he had on his hands at once Denmark, Po- 
land, the Empire, and Holland, and bravely oppofcd all his enemies. A premature 
death carried him oflF at Gottenburg in 1660, in the thirty-fixth year of his age, and 
•fixth of his reign. This Prince was intrepid, indefatigable, and endowed with great ta- 
lents for war, which he was continually waging. To him the pacific virtues,, which 
alone complete the happinefs of a nation, were unknown ; yet throughout his reign, 
Sweden continued to be refpeded abroad, on account of her maintaining the reputation 
fo tong acquired. It is on this account alone that Charles deferves-to be reckoned 
among the fovereigns who have graced the throne of Guftavus Vafa. His fon, five years 
of age, fucceeded him. 

Charles XI. 

Charles XI. refembled neither his father nor his fon j neverthelefs he was at war for 
fcveral years, and gained in perfon two battles from the Danes, under command of 
their King, Chriftian V. (that of Lund in and that of Landfcron in 1677.) 

Peace being concluded in 1679, Charles cemented it by marriage with the fifter of the 
King of Denmark. He immediately limited the power of the fenate ; and managed, 
in 1682, in fpite of the oppofition of the nobility, to be- inverted with abfolute power, 
whiclAe preferved to the day of his death. He took advantage of his authority to 
recruit the finances of the ftate and the police of the kingdom j he knew how to make 
himfelf refpe&ed as well by his fubjefts as foreign powers: the fiouriihing ftate in 
which he left the army, commerce, and finances, is folely attributable to the ufe 
he made of his ability for governing, and his a£ling without Controul and by him- 
felf. He handed down unlimited power to his fon, which that Prince frequently 
abufed. 

Charles XI. died in 1697, forty-two years of age ; he had prepared the peace of Ryf- 
wick, which was not concluded until after his death. Charles XI. reigned feven-and- 
thirty years, and reigned a defpot f . 

Although 

* General Count Dahiberg, who was prefcnt at this pafTage, an attempt which Hands unequalled in the 
annals of war, fervcd under Charles XI., and accompanied him in all his battles, and particularly at Lund, 
on the 14th December 1676: he was afterwards made governor of Riga, and uas with Charles XII. at 
the famous paiTage of the Dwina, then nearly ninety y^ra of age ; he confequently was prefent at the 
moft memorable aflions of three feveral reigns. -He it is who publiflied Suftia antifua, a collection of plans 
and views in Sweden. He left no fon : by the female fide, Count Oxenjlitrn, formerly prime miniiler, de* 
feenda from him. Since an opportunity offers to fpeak of this fenator, though we may rific offending his 
modefty, we yet cannot fuffer it to.e'fcape without obftrving' of him what we fhall be joined in by all who 
know him. To a name rendered fo famous by the grand chancellor' tinder Chriftina, he unites the mod 
frank and noble roaniiers, elegance of language, an abundance of feiife, mildncfs, amiability, and information 
void of pedaiUry, which in our efteem encreafes its value. 

t Many people deteft the name of deff/ot, confidering that word fy nonimous with tyrant S what, however, 
conllitutes defpotifin, is the power of making laws, of cancelling fucli as cxill.'of impofing taxes at will, 
and of Icffening the freedom of the people. Hence a number of perfpns in' France, where clear ideas on 
government are extremely tare indeed, iiotwithftandTng it is a fubjeft which has employed them ineffectually 
.w thefe four years pail, confound the power with the will. ' Rullia undoubtedly isa defpotic Hate t Hill 
- - more 
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Although the means he made ufe of in afluming abCoIute power, may be conAdered 
by fome as worthy of blame, it will yet be difficult indeed to pafe cenfure on the ufe he 
made of his authority. He left to hits AicceAbr a flourilhing kingdom, a rich treafuiy, 
and an artity ; perhaps it had been more fortunate for humanity, if Charles XII. had- 
found his kingdom in the fame Hate he himfelf left it : yet again who can infure that 
this ungovernable charader would have been reftrained by want of power ? Ought 
we not rather to conceive, that the condition of lus fubje^ would have been much 
more worthy of regret, if an exhauftion of men and money had manifefted itfelf at the 
beginning of his reign ? Tins Prince, attacked by three powers, nather regarded the 
ftate of his army, nor the means of lus country; he only looked to the infult and re< 
venge ; the perlonal courage with which he was infpired appearing to him to counter- 
balance every other connderation. Sweden has reafon to bewail the death of 
Charles XL, Ance his fucceflbr in a few years all the fruits of a long and glorious 
reign : yet can it not be concealed that Charles XII. never was the offender, and pof- 
Abiy, had he not been forced to arm for defence, (and having aifumed arms, he certamly 
bore them too long,) he might have been ignorant his whole life long of his talents for 
war, of his fatal propenAty. 

Charles XII. 

Charles XII. fucceeded lus father, and was declared of age at the clofe of 1697, al- 
though at that time no more than Afteen years and a half old. Ttus Prince, fo famous 
from his exploits, was attacked in 1700 by the united forces of Denmark, Ruffia, and 
Poland, the fovereigns of which countries thought to take advantage of the youth of 
the new King, little imagining with whom they were about to deal. Charles obliged 
Denmark to fue for peace in Ax weeks’ time; and in the fame year defeated the Ruf- 
fians at the famous battle of Narva, the relations of which differ with refpefl to the force 
of the contending armies; but generally agree in allowing that the Ruffians were beaten 
by an army vaftly inferior in number. Mr. Leveque hazards an alTertion in his hiftory 
of Ruffia, on the fubjefi: of this adion, as incredible as it is abfurd ; he pretends, that 
in fpite of the capitulation of a part of the Ruffian army, the Swedifh generals detained 
and ill-treated even thofe who had furrendered, and that in the prefence and in viola- 
tion of the orders of the King. This aflertion is evidently falfe : in the Aril place, the 
Swudilh generals never would have dared to infringe upon the orders of their Kang, and 
that in his prefence, of a King fo arbitrary' in his will, and whofe engagements were ever 
facredly obferved : moreover, it is not the chara^er of Swediih foldiers to maltreat 
their foes after capitulation. Mr. Leveque compofed his book in Ruffia ; there it was 
that he imbibed that antipathy towards the Swedes which appears throughout his work; 


more fo even than Turkey ; which might eafily be proved were we to enter into difeuflion on the flibjcft j 
yet win no one attempt to compare (Mherine with Nero or Caligula Denmark alfo is a defpotic govern- 
ment, perhaps as much fo at Rulfia ; yet no one eileems tlie Danes a nation to be pitied, although, accord- 
ing to the philofophert of the prefent day, all fubjeds of defpotifm are objedts of pity. We will readily 
grant that fnch a cafe mof occur, but deny that it is a poiitive confequence. The molt tremendous defpo- 
tifm is that which is exercifed by a number, examples lUuftrative of which may eaiily be found in Europe. 
The more defpots thereare, the heavier the yoke they impofe: a fenfihle and weU-infbrmcd man, void of 
ambition, and friendly to peace, to order, ana jnftice, will ever prefer the fmalleft number of defpots ; be- 
caufc he will be fatisUed that, having to obey hts talk will be but the more laborious, from being fubmitted 
to the caprices of a mob Otways ignorant, frequently unjull, and fometimes brutal. Were we to point out 
„ perfedt government, we Ihould exemplify the empire of law; but then again to how many ciiiefs Ihould 
we confide the trull oFiieeing to their csfecucion ? 
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how vain fuch poor attempts to prejudice that brave nation! No, Mr. Leveqwc, fay 
what you will, the Swedes will never be regarded as a rude and barbarous people ; the 
' ihverfe indeed would have been much more credible. The famous patfage of the 
Dwinain 1701, in face of the Saxon army, is one of the mod brilliant aftiens of mo- 
dern warfare. We fliall not follow Charles in his viftories. Every one is acquainted 
with the vengeance he took on Auguftus, the King of Poland, by dethroning him. His 
intention was to treat the Czar Peter in the fame manner ; but at length, after nine 
years fuccefs, fortune forfook his banners at Pultawa. This battle, fought on the 27th 
June, (O. S.) 1709, deftroyed the efl'ecf of his previous vidlories. The provinces upon 
which he had feized were retaken, his army annihilated, and the Czar thus faw himfelf 
fr&ed from a dangerous enemy, and at liberty to dedicate his attention to the civilization 
of his people. Charles taking refuge with the Turks, remained five years among ihemj 
vainly endeavouring, by every contrivance, to engage them to aflift him with troops. 
Elis enemy Peter, finding himfelf in 1711 furroundod at the Pruth with his army by the 
Turks, Charles was in hopes that he Ihould he allowed to profit of his aukward fitua- 
tion and attack him ; but the Czar had the prudence to capitulate, and thus fruflrated 
all his plans. In the mean time the Turks, weary of Inch a guell, yet unable to rid 
themfelvcs of him, refolvod upon attacking him by force : then it was that Charles fu!- 
tained in his houfe an unexampled fiege, and difplayed fo much intrepidity, that, while 
we can but condemn him for defending himfelf againll all right and reafon, we yet 
cannot withhold our admiration. 

At length Charles departed in 1714 for his dominions, that is to fay, to continue the 
war. Baron Gartz, 3 fpccies of adventurer, but an able politician, having infinuated 
himfelf into the good graces of the Prince, was trufted with the management of his af- 
fairs. He contrived to bring to conclufion a treaty of alliance between his mafter and 
the Czar, tending to re-efiablifli Statilflaus in the throne of Poland, (for this unfortunate 
Prince, after the defeat of his protedor, had fallen with his fortunes,) and to place the 
Pretender on the throne of England : thefe vafl projc£ls were overturned on the 30th 
November 1718, by the death of Charles at the ficge of Ercdericfliall in Norway : he 
meditated the conqueft of that kingdom, and every thing leads one to think that he 
would have fucccedcd, for never had he commanded a finer army. He is blamed by 
M. de Voltaire for preferring rocks and deferts to the fine provinces of Germany, 
which he left to thcmfelves ; we differ from M. dc Voltaire : Norway has other recoin- 
mendations than rocks; its pofition renders it fufceptible of an immenfe trade; and as 
it leans uninterruptedly on Sweden, it appears to us far more defira!)le to that kingdom 
than provinces in Germany, which, however rich, are more diltant, feparated bv the fca 
and difficult to defend. 

It has heen faid that all the qualities of Charles bordered on extravagance, and that 
he wa.s rather extraordinary than great ; this is true : more a foldier than a general ; 
this may be true alfo ; nc verihelel's, hr. poffelfed a fund of military knowledge, which he 
proved on various occafions ; but his intrepidity, carried to ex'cefs, lc<u!s one to for->et 
the general, to regard the foldier alone. Charles polTefled fome edimable quali.ics ; *he 
was pious, a foe to adulation and luxury, and exempt from foibles ; he rewarded merit 
particularly valour, which he looked upon as a principal virtue : he may perhaps not 
unworthily be ftyled a great man, but he was a King, and he was not a great King : he 
ncgle£letl thofe duties to which a fovereign ought to attend ; agriculture, commerce 
the arts, the welfare of his people, thefe were wholly foreign to"^him, and every thin;* 
but arms ; he left his flatcs expofed to his neighbours, dellitutc of men and money'; 
whence we may conclude, that this Prince may in fome points be admired, but that it 
' would 
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'would be dangerous for Sweden ftjouldhe be imitated by liis fucccflbrs: had hecon- 
fented to the peace propofed by the Czar in the midft of his vidtorics, he might have 
dictated what terms he would, and have ranked on a level with the greateft fovereigns ; 
but thirfting for vengeance he fancied fortune harnefled to his chariot wheels. ThiS' 
confidence was one of his greateft faults ; another his advancing too far into a country 
in which, fliould he gain a battle, his condition would not be ameliorated, but in cafe 
of defeat (which, happened to himj he would be deftitute of all refources. It appears 
certain that the principal caufe of his lofing the battle was the incapacity of Mezeppa to 
fulfill his engagements, to which likewife the wound which Charles received might 
not a little have contributed. Had the King appeared on horfeback at the head of his 
army there is ho faying what influence his prefence and example might poffibly have 
had on the event. Shortly after his death Baron Ga;rtz, accufed of tyranny and ex- 
tortion on the people, was beheaded at Stockholm. We look upon him lefs as really 
guilty, as he did but obey his inafler's order, than as a viclim to the misfortunes of the 
times ; a viclim poffibly requifite in the dlfaftrous pofitior. oi the kingdom. As we 
proceed we fliall fpeak at large of the death of this King. 

1'k.ederic I. 

Charles Xll. never having been married, the Hates and fenate conceived no occafion 
more favourable could offer for annihilating arbitrary power. Upon fuch conditions 
the crown was offered to Ulrica Eleanora, the filter of Charles XII. She accepted them, 
and the conftitution was placed upon the ancient footing. The Queen was proclaimed 
■Kifigi according to cuftom for Queens ruling themfelves, and was crowmed in 1719^ 
but the year following ffie engaged the Hates to approve of her yielding the crown to 
her hulband, the Prince of Heffe Caffel, who was crowned in May 1 720. Rullia refumed 
hoftiliries againft Sweden, the death of Charles annulling all treaties between him and 
the Czar. At length the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, reftored tranquillity to Sweden at 
the price of fcveral pro\'inces on the coaffs of the gulf of Finland. During the twenty 
years this peace continued Frederic employed himfelf on internal affairs, commerce, in- 
duflry, and finance. In 1731 he eftablifhed the Eaft India Company; in 1734 entered 
into a treaty of commerce with Turkey. At length, in 1741, Sweden, haying caufe to 
complain of her conduct, declared war againft Ruffia ; but the ftates failed in taking 
the neceffary precautions in fimilar circumftances. The Swediffi army under Wrangel 
was defeated near Wilnianftrand by troops fuperior in number ; and this was the only 
action during the war in which the Swedes conducted themfelves with their ufual valour ; 
after this they kept continually retreating, fcarcely ever obtaining any but flight and unfre- 
quent advantages, a matter to be attributed to the mifunderftanding among the generals, 
and the almolt utter impofllbility of war being carried on with fuccefs by divided coun- 
cils at the helm. Generals Buddenbrak and Levenhaupty who commanded in the two 
lail campaigns, were arreiled, and, as it frequently happens, they were made the fcape- 
goais for the bad fuccefe of the war, and beheaded in 1743, regarded, by all impartial 
men, rather as unfortunate than guilty victims. 

I’o complete the misfortunes of Sweden, Ihe had to contend with enemies in her 
bofoin ; the Dalecarlians revolting were fubjeCted by force alone : at length the king- 
dom exhaufted by fuch a difaftrous war felt itfelf obliged to fue for peace with Ruffia. 
The peace of Abo, in 1 743, guaranteed the poffeffion, on the part of Ruffia, of the 
provinces before. ceded, and fixed the limits of the two ftates as they are at the prefent 
time. 
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The Queen Ulrica Eleanora died at the clofe of 1471 regretted by all herpeopIe> 
whofe affeftions (lie had juftly earned. The King had no children. In 174a, after 
long debates, the Duke of Holftein-Gottorp was named as fucceffor to the throne of 
Sweden by the three orders of the ftate (the clergy protefting in vain againft the elec- 
tion) ; but this Prince, unfortunately for him, had been declared fucceffor to the 
throne of Ruffia, and could not accept of the offer of the Swedes. In the following 
year the Duke of Holftein, Bilhop of Lubeck, father of His prefent Majefty, (Gufta- 
vus III. 1791) was made Prince-royal of Sweden, and married the fucceeding year to 
Ulrica of Pruflia, filler of the great Frederic. In 1 745 the King made a treaty of de- 
fenfive alliance with Rudia, but which laded no longer than 1747, when he made a 
new alliance with Pruflia, and afterwards with Denmark, upon the occafion of a tripar- 
tite league between Ruffia, England and Holland ; but the good underdanding fub- 
fiding between the two countri^ was not interrupted. In 1750 a canal of conmuni- 
cation between Stockholm and Gottenburgh, joining various la k es and rivers was be- 
gun, and but for the catarafl: of Trolhoetta would have been completed. This Prince 
renewed, in 1748, the order of the Seraphim, indituted in 1334 by Magnus Ladulos • 
that of the Sword, indituted by Gudavus I. in 1523, and created the order of the Polar 
Star. 

In 1751 Frederic was taken from the Swedes, who bewailed him as a fiither. This 
Prince had no other ambition than to render his people' happy ; no wilh but to pro- 
mote the arts, agriculture, and trade ; his were the virtues ot peace, lefs brilliant than 
warlike deeds, yet far more folid, defirable, and neceffery to the happinefs of man. If 
with that portion of authority left him by the renewed conftitution, he merited praife 
like this, what might be not have earned if veded with abfolute power ? For we are 
wide of imagining that abfolute fway has any influence on the charafter of kings • it 
merely affords the means of difplaying themfelves with greater energy, and renders 
them, from its poffeffion, either more amiable, or more worthy of dread : thus though 
Tiberius were a monder, Titus was a god. * 6 

ADOLPHUS FREDERIC. 

This Prince afcended the throne in 1751, after an oath was adminidered to him 
to maintain the conditution of government as edablilhed in 1720. The new dile of 
the calendar was adopted in the beginning of his reign, an academy of belles lettres in- 
diluted under the patronage of the Queen, and a pyramid in honour of the labour of 
Mr. Maupertuis and the learned academicians who accompanied him in 1736, erefted 
at Tomeo. The royal authority already fo much diminiflied was expofed^to new at- 
tacks ; and in confequence, in the year 1756, a revolution was attempted in favour of 
the King, the chief viftims of which were the Count Brahe and Baron Horn. Sweden 
as guarantee of the treaty of Wedphalia, conceived herfelf obliged to enter into the 
league againd the King of Pruflia. This war did not redound to her honour, and was 
terminated in 1762 without advantage or lols, except of men and money, fervingto de- 
moudrate that armies, wherein there are more than one party, more than oae mind 
are ever incapable of any thing great. In 176a the two tedions, known by the namZ 
of bats and bonnets, began to declare themfelves openly : foreign powen either 
one or the other party, and each triumphed in its turn. The fovereign alone always 
fubjed to humiliation and infult, felt himfelf conftrained to fimulate a d^ermina- 
tion to abdicate the throne, in order to obtain the convocation 6f a diet which might 
tfford fome alleviadon to the long fufferings of the people. This refblution was the 

® more 
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more embarrafling from the fcnate alone, that is to fay, without the concurrence of 
the King, being difablcd by the laws of the realm from putting any orders into execu- 
tion. This convocation of the ftates however effefted none of the changes requifite. 
Adolphus Frederic died in 1771, regretted for his goodnefs and humanity, and pitied 
by thofe witjieiTcs to a reign which the injulfice and vexations of a corrupt fe- 
nate rendered the epoch of mifery to the people and difeomfort to the King. He left 
his fon the name of King of Sweden, with which alone that young Prince did not long 
remain content. 

The reigns of thefc two fovereigns, from 1720, afford a new proof of what we have 
before advanced, that Kings without authority are of little value. In the wars of 1741 
and 1756 who in the Swedes would look for the companions of Charles XII. and Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ? But for hiftory one would take them for novices in war : nothing is 
feen among them but generals dilagreeing among themfelves, a divided fenate dilating 
arbitrary orders to diftant armies, of whole force and pofition they were perfedly igno- 
rant. . To what a deplorable government has not Sweden been fubjeft for thefe fifty 
years ! To what humiliations has the chief of a nation, prctendedly free, been fubjedl 1 
a nation which, while mocked with the title of free, groaned beneath the tyranny of a 
number of families, and what is even worfe, beneath a foreign yoke. It cannot be too 
ftrongly enforced that to degrade the King is degrading the nation which permits it ; if 
it be his own people who viUfy him, at the peril of his life, a king worthy of the name 
ought to refume the authdrity which is indubitably devolved on him, or if means for 
the attempt be wanting, (that is to fay courage, for that alone is requifite to begin with,) 
he Ihould abdicate the throne and live a private man, tranquil, and, if a virtuous man, 
refpe£ted ; fo would he fill his proper (lation. 

In the number of kings whofe hiftory we have iketched, we have noticed leveral 
whofe memory will with juftice be renowned, becaufe they ragned fubftantially. 
A powerlefs king may be humane, afiable, virtuous, a good fiither of a family, a good 
friend, but cannot be a great King. Adolphus Frederic poilefled every eftimable qua- 
lity ; this is a tribute paid to him by all who knew that Soverdgn : was it ever fsud or 
written of him that he was a great King ? Staniflaus, the prefent King of Poland, what 
is hischara&er after a thirty y^rs reign ? that of being an amiable, well informed man, 
whofe converfation is enchanting ; but this is all. Royal dignity is eafily fbrgot when 
but the name remains ; and in (peaking of one fo fituated,- the judgment given is fimi- 
lar to what would be given on a private man. 


Chap. XV.— HI. the reigning Menetrcb, — Duke Cbarks the Regenu 

WE (hall dilate more in deferibing the rdgn of Guftavus HI. : to this we are in- 
duced feveral motives : the revolution efieded by him, fuffident in itfelf to render 
his name illuftrious ; the*eftabli(hment8 which 4te lus formed ; all that he has done 
towaids the welfare of his people ; the (late in which he has left arts and fdences ; the 
advant^e we pofleis of having perfimally known him, and of having had means of a|^ 
predating part of lus rate qualities ; his death even, a death upon which he might have caU 
culated,iince Henry IV. fell alfo by an affadin j his death, the greateft misfortimethat 
could have beftillen Sweden ; all tend to induce us to trace the principal events of the 
rdgn eii this great>Prince. This is a tribute deservedly his due, and which with the ut- 
moft covdiahty we offer to his. memory. 


We 



fortia’s travels m Sweden. 


A'JA 

Wc have obfcrved that Adolphus Frederic left but the title of a King to his fon. 
The ftate was torn by two oppofite parties ; the fenatc by its arbitrary rxaftions was 
oppreffively grievous ; the fovereign alone enjoyed no prerogative, but was fubjedf to 
the moft humiliating vexations ; in (hort, things had arrived to inch a pitch that the 
crown could but be confidcred as a burthen to a Prince who knew hitnfeif capable of 
fupporting alone the whole ofits weight. 

Let us not be lurprized then that GuftavusTII. endowed with .a flrong mind, with 
great energy of charadilor, fhould feel himfelf indifpofed to tolerate inch afliatneiul yoke. 
The revolution of 1772 is known to all the world, even in its moR nice niinufitc; this wc 
fhall not attempt to deferibe, yet (hall we communicate to our readers an anecdote but 
' very little known, for the truth of which we can vouch. The King of Sweden had confided 
his projedt to none but Louis XV. ; nevcrthelcfs the fecrct tranfpired, was known in 
England, and mentioned to the Englifli minifter at Stockholm. Judg'? oi the aRoniHi- 
nient ol Guitavus ; this unfcafonable.difcovery engaged him to execute his plan fome 
days before the time he at firft intended, which did him not however any inj\jry. J’his 
is the manner in which the fecret tranfpired. , Madame du Barry had noticed the King 
reading a difpatch with much attention ; whether out of fimple curiofity, whether at 
the inlligation of the EngKfli ambafi'ador, (he picked His MajeRy’s pocket of the letter 
upon his falling afleep, and imparted its contents to the Ambaffador, (I’liis is a ft 
ip.omcnt to obferve that, notwithftanding it be made to amount to a much largerfum,tiie 
real afliRance offered by France to the King of Sw'eden at this critical jundture was 1:0 more 
than5oo,ooo livres.) it got wind among many people at Stockholm, who even knew the 
day fixed for the purpofe : but when they faw GuRavus the evening before prefent at a 
new piece at the opera till eleven o’clock, and appear perfectly gay and unconcerned, 
they could not imagine it would take place on the fucceeding day. Wc fliall jull remark 
here that when this Prince projedled any important afiair he always afledled to give balls 
and entertainments, into thefpirit of which he appeared to enter with fo much glee that 
no one could think it poflible his mind could be intent on aught but mirth and pleaiurc. 

This revolution, brought about by a Prince but fix-and-twenty years old, totally 
changed the conftitution of Sweden, and was effedted without the lofs of a fmgle drop 
of blood. As Frenchmen we may bo allowed, in comparing it with our own, to heave 
a bitter figb. It proves that the exceffes which will live an immortal Rain in our hiitory 
might have been avoided ; however philofophers and the reafoners of the day allure 
that revolutions cannot happen without violent convulfions and nQmerous vidlims : .if 
•you objedt the revolution in Sweden, they anfwer, Oh^ that was quite a different 
thing : and indeed it was, and therefore do we ligh ; but why was it different ? In 
both the one and the other country the conftitutirtn of the government was changed, 
the exifting laws were annulled for the fubftitution of others ; one power was an- 
nihilated for the creation of a different one : thefc are juft and very ftriking refem- 
blanccs'; in what then docs the difference confift? In this in Sweden, he who effected 
a revolution had no one to confult ; he had the genius to caufe it to be adopted by all 
his fubjedls, and excited the admiration of Europe: in France, thofe who caufed the 
revolution poffeffed beforehand the good wilhcs of the people, yet found the fecret of 
diffatisfying and difgufting a great part of the kingdom, and all Europe; they have 
been unable to fix their edifice upon a folid bafe, whilft in Sweden the fame ftrufture 
required but a few days for its perfect completion. We cannot tell if thefe difterences 
will be found available in juftifying the -misfortunes and atrociti&s of the revolution. 

Gullavup III. unites to thofe qualities which conftitute a great King, thofe the moft: 
amiable in individuals ; he has an inexhauftible fund of anecdotes of all deferiptions. 

2 Rarely 
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Rarely is a circuraftance related in his prefence witlrout its bringing fomewhat corref- 
pondent to his memory. Every age is prefent in his mind, and whatever be the nation 
he is equally well acquainted with its hiftory. Frequently has he amufed himfelf by 
embarrafling flrangers who have pafled for intelligent, and who have even de- 
ferved thtir charatler on points relating to their own country : in one word, as a 
focial companion none can be more agreeable. When we look upon him as a mo- 
narch he exads the. juft tribute of praife and admiration. This Prince polfe-'l'es thofe 
qualities which fpur a man to great deeds from a due calculation on their Ibccefs : that 
natural eloquence, that talent of exprelling with fluency thofe fentiments with which he 
would infpire others ; that gift of fpeech, the effedl of which in a fovereign’s mouth is 
furc, Gultavus received from nature ; nor ever has he employed it to the multitude 
without fuccefs •. He is poflelTed of great perfonal courage ; evinced in his cam* 
paigns in Finland : indeed, if at all deferring of reproach, it is for expofing himfelf too 
much. His condud towards the officers, condemned in lygo by the council of w-ar, 
is the higheft proof of clemency that ever was exhibited by a Sovereign : out of a great 
number of delinquents fentenced to death five of the moll guilty, it was expedted, could 
ncu efcape the fword of the law ; one alone paid with his head the treafon of the whole, 
nor would he even have fuffered had he not delayed too long to implore for mercy. 
The moft frivolous pretexts t were caught at with avidity by this monarch to fave the 
guilty : this however did not prevent remarks that he was fond of decapitation ; to 
which we advanced, as our opinion, that he appeared to us not fufficiently fo, fince he 
might, and poflibly ought to have taken off the heads of the other four officers, as well 
as that of a certain officer of rank in the navy, tried a number of times, yet never unani- 
moufly condemned, although highly culpable, whofe name we may difpenfe with men- 
tioning ; the Swedes will recognize it eafily enough. Thus is it plain, the contagion 
was not confined to the army ; the Admiral was equally merciful with his brother, 
for under any other commander the euilty man would certainly not have been tried 
by two councils of war, nor have ever left his fliip again. Neverthclefs w’e are firmly 
perfuaded that the fovereign alone has the right of pardoning an ofliccr guilty of dif- 
obedience in battle ; and that the General who prefumes fo far exceeds the limits of - 
his authority. 

With the talent of fpeaking, with courage and clemency, the king polTefles great 
ambition, an indefatigable aaivity, an immoderate thirft of glory, and what alone makes 
him undertake every thing, a ftrong reliance on his good fortune. Perhaps we may 
deceive ourfelves, yet cannot we refrain from thinking that a man, who with all thefe 
qualities wears a crown, muft draw on him the eyes of all the prefent age, and com- 
mand the admiration of pofterity. 

Still not to be chargeable with a want of franknefs, and that we may fliew that im- 
partiality which we profefs, let us endeavour to reply to the detractors of this prince, 

* When the King of Sweden t'fited France, in lySi, w4 court itrs thought he fpoke too much fora 
King; this wilhimt doubt waioccalioned by our being fo little accultomcd to converlat ion ivi.ti Kings. 
Not but that it ever is bell for a fovereign to be lUent uniffs lit fprak to the piirpufe, but in our upinioii a 
king wbo (hould have been able to fpeak to could not p.illtbly have done ns harm. 

f A certain officer having caufed himfelf to be reportcrl as infane, was as fuch confined in the lunatic 
hofpital at Damviien. Some imagine the King might have been the dupe ot this iiratagem ; the toUowing 
anecdote may ferve on this fcore to ttndcceivc them. The King fpeahiug m us one evening of what we 
had vilited in the courfe of tin; day, we informed him that we had tint very day been to fee the hofpital for 
lunatics —‘Dill you fen K.?—We were notfo hidifereet as to require U,JalisJe,l with notiemg the pavUkn m which 
he was cou^ned.—So, fo, you fancy that I give little fattb to kit being mad. But in truth the King only 
fought for a pretence to fave his life. 
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for he is too great not to have cahimniators. He is accufed of a cnme in declaring 
war at a time that he had not the power of making rithcr war or peace. This reproach 
is not unjuft; we have no doubt but Guftavus knew that he exceeded thus the 
powers he himfelf had obtained, and that he thoroughly r^ented not having inferted 
fuch an article in his conftitution of 1772, which would nltye paflfed them as well as 
the reft ; and his deficiency in this inftance is certainly a ftiult on the part of the prince 
which can no otherwife be excufed, than by an apprehenfton he nugbt have of acquir* 
ing the Icfs from his aiking too much. However that niay be, this pret<pgathw inherent 
in royalty hedid not pofteu ; he was defirous of obtaining it, but at the naae time anxi* 
ous that the war ihould be carried on for the advantage of his country : and people 
worthy of credit, even in Rullia, agree that had it not been for the defedion of his 
officers in Finland, nothing could have prevented the King going to St. Peterfburg, not 
for the purpofe of keeping it, that he would not have been able to do, but of laying it 
under contribution, of drawing thence a confiderable fum of money, and of obli^g 
the Emperor to agree to the reftitution of a part of the countries wrefted from his pre* 
decelTors; in one word, for terminating the war in one Ihort campain by a glorious peace, 
of which he himfelf would have prefcribed the terms. 

Here again have we occafton to admire the clemency of His Majefty*. The campaign 
of 1 788, was prepared a long while before in the midft of entertainments and fpedacles. 
A fine army, a fleet of nearly thirty fhips of the line, eqmpped in two months time, an 
aflurance of the defencelefs ftate of the raemy's coafts ; what a profpeftwas here of fuc> 
cefs ! A traitor, a Swede, Spren^orterit who had gone over to the Ruffians fome years 
before, fruftrated the grand preparations. The Emprefs propofed to him to ferve againft 
the Turks, but he preferred being employed in Finland, where he could be of greater 
fervice, afTuring her that he fhould be able to feduce good part of the Swedifh army. 
This villain entered the camp on different occaftons difguifed as a peafant, with his 
pockets filled with gold, and gained over nearly a hundred officers, principally Fins. 
It is affirmed as a faS, that an officer can be pointed out who fold himfelf for a hundred 
roubles ; a cheap price indeed to take in exchange for infamy. The projeft of thefe 
wretches was not confined Amply to a refufal of advancing, they were likewife to feize on 
the King’s perfon and deliver him to the Ruffians. This Prince was in perfect fecurity, 
abfolutely ignorant of this frightful confpiracy ; that he was not feized was wholly owing 
to the cowardice of thofe who had engaged in the plot. Refled but an inftant on what 
muft be the fituation of Guftavus, when his troops having entered the enemy’s terri- 
tory, his officers flatly refufed to march, owing to his not having authority to undertake 
a war, as they affumed, without the approbation of the States. The King inftantly per- 
ceived that all his blooming hopes were blafted, all his great preparations rendered ufe- 
lefs, in one word, the whole campaign abortive ; a campaign, of the fuccefs of which 
he had fo much reafon to be confident. He caufed his forces to retreat, and fent the 
officers to be tried at Stockholm, We are far from inclined to blame this Prince’s con- 
dud, we have no fuCh right, for clemency, even where exceflive, is ftill a virtue. We 
ihall only Hate what in his place we would have done. Imnediatcfy upoti the refufal 
of the Finifh officers to mardi, we would inftantly have had them arrefted, difarmed, 
and furrour.ded by fome battalions4 advancing into the circlewe would have faid to them : 
■CeatUme t^ do you perfiji in your difobedicnce ? Remember that at prefent you are foldiers 
Dppoftd to the enemy^ and not citizens deliberately in council. * Should they have anfwered 

* Weie wc defirous of muUIjilying examples we (hould not need them. In 1771 a man convi&ed of 
.offering t o a'ldfliuate him was fcnl to romerauia with ah appointment gfjoo rix-du^ars. 
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are rcfolute : their determination was made a long time before, and' in their corrcf- 
pondence with the enemy, afterwards proved, Acy had pledged themfelves to perfift — 
That being the cafe^ Gentlemen^ as an <^cer at the head of his regiment is bound to obey as 
much as the meaneji foldier .in the ranks ; and as all difobedienceinface of the enemy by mili- 
tary law. is punijhable with deaths the law Jhall take ffect : we would then have decimated 
the guilty, given up to immediate execution thofe upon whom the lot bad fallen, and 
imprifoned the remainder in the ncarell citadel ; afterwards we would have filled up 
the vacant appointments, and have given the word to march, with firm afi’urance that 
none would have ventured to hefitate. Without being a King, a general ought to have 
a£ted thus, and we could cite thofe who would not have a£ted otherwife. This conduct 
on the part of -the King would have been fo much more fecure in that the foldiers, al- 
though reduced in meafure by their officers, would have Tided with the King immediately 
he addreffed them. It is not of them that His Majefty complained on this mournful 
occadon ; on the contrary, often has he repeated before us, that once entr^ted with 
the King at their head, theSwedifh troops would brave even hell itfelf. 

To other embarralfments to which HLs Majefty was fubjeft, is to be fuperadded the 
impoflibility of his addreffing the Finnifh foldiers, except by an interpreter ; the FinniTh 
language having no analogy with the Swediih. We had an anecdote from His Majefly, 
which for. its fingularity deferves to be repeated. Being defirous of addreffing Tome 
foldiers who were murmuring, he made ufe of an officer whom he met on the fpot 
for an interpreter. This officer delivered the fpeech of His Majefty to the foldiers, and 
the anfwer of the latter to the King, quite different to what was expreffed by either. 
The Prince was not till fome time after made acquainted with this piece of roguery, 
as impudent as novel. He had liberality enough not to feek to know who this officer 
was. 

The King in defpair returned to Stockholm, where fhortly after a party was formed 
againft him. The projefl of it was no lefs than to reduce him to the ftate he was in on 
afeending the throne, and if polfible, even lower. The chiefs of the party fpoke openly 
of their intention, and nothing but the affembly of the diet was waited for to confoli- 
datc this new fcheme. Guftavus, in the moft terrible pofition imaginable, hefitated 
whether or no he fhould affemble the States : fortunately he determined for the negative, 
fwayed, as it is faid, by the advice of two foreign minifters ; had he convoked them at 
that inftant he would have been ruined. To thefe multiplied embarraffments fucceeded 
a hidden irruption into his dominions. The Prince of Heffe, at the head of twelve 
thoufand Danes, landed in the neighbourhood of Gottenburg. Guftavus was at the 
time in the mountains of Dalecarlia : fetting off with only a fingle fervant unknown to 
any one, he harangued from the fame ftone, on which on a fimilar occafion Guftavus 
Vafa had flood, the defeendants of thofe who had aflifted him to expel the tyrant Chrif- 
tiern. Guftavus 111. whofe eloquence was uniformly perfuafive, engaged a number of 
thefe mountaineers to fet off for Stockholm. (In one village, where the men were em- 
ployed at their labour, the King addreffed their, wives, who pledged themfelves for their 
hufbands.) They arrived at their place of rendezvous, and under the command of 
Baron Armfeldt, cloathed and dreffed in their country garb, with the blue ribbon con- 
fpicuous over his Dalecarlian drefs, took a pofition at Drottningholm, whence they had 
an eye on all that paffed in the capital. The King here for the firft time heard of the 
ihvafion of the Danes : he immediately fet off, and arrived at Gottenburg at an. inftant 
when fought for all over the kingdom, at aninftwt when this city, incapable of defence, 
was about to furrender to the Prince of Heffe. The prefence, the language of the 
King gave courage to all. No longer was heard any notion to fiirrender ; the Danifli 
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herald coming to demand the keys, received his anfwer from the Monarch's mouth, 
whom he miltook for an officer. yir. EUiot the Briiijh minifter at .Copenhagen then 
difplayed that elevation of charafter fo frequently diltinguiflied in the Britijh nation. 
He declared that his court would confider the prolongation of hoftilities, and any re- 
fufal on the part of the Dane,s to evacuate the Swedilh territory, as a declaration of 
war *. The Prince of Heffe upon this caufed his troops to retreat, and reaped no 
other advantage from this campaign than the obloquy of having daftardly invaded the 
dominions of a King in misfortune, without even the ilighteft pretext. This general 
had landed at Gottenburg fome months before ; he was reedved there with the great- 
eft refpeft, particularly on the part of the Duke of Sudermania, who was there at the 
time. The whole of the city was fhewn, him as well as the forts, without the leaft 
idea that in fo fhort a period he would avail himfelf of the information he was thus af- 
forded. The known influence of the Prince of HelTe on all the military operations of 
Denmark leaves no room to doubt of his being the diredor on this occafiou, a conduft 
which ftamps him with infamy. This Prince was moreover, with great reafon, blamed 
for not having raifed contributions on the city of Gottenburg, or carried off the ftock 
of goods with which the magazines of the Eaft India Company were full. 'I’he vil- 
lainy once begun fome booty ought to have been made without having had the expence 
alone for the trouble. All this might have taken place before the King arrived ; with 
him once there nothing indeed could have been more hazardous on the part of the 
Danes than to have tried the fate of arms. His Majefty had abfolutely determined on 
giving them battle in a little plain adjoining the city. He had collefted from three to 
four thoufand men ; General Armfeldt was on his way to join him with nearly ten 
thoufand, and the Swedes, animated by the prefence of their King, who came for 
their falvation, would have Ihewn therafelves difficult to conquef. Not that the ftatc 
in which the King found the town was at all lit for defence. The cannons on the 
ramparts had balls which did not fit the calibres of the guns, and the officer of artil- 
lery there was unacquainted with the range of the mortars : beneath the mailer’s eye 
foon however was all adjufted. 

It will be found hard to credit that which follows : the King who, by his prefence, 
laved the warehoufes of the Eaft India Company from pillage, at a time they contain- 
ed three cargoes to the value of from 1 1 to 12,000,000 of livrest» requefted of it a 
very trifling loan : it granted him a part only of what he required. Here again the 
King was deficient ; thus Ihould he have addreffed the dire£tors: Gentlemm, it is evi- 
dent that your falvation is owing entirely to myfelf : in Reding it I have incurred a prejing 
necejjity for 100,000 rix-dollars ; this is but the twentieth part of the value of what I have 
preferved to you ; grant me this fum I befeecb you immediately ; Btffer you to indemnify your^ 
felves'out of the duties payable on yourfuccejftve cargoes. If the diredlors were endowed 
with common fenfe they would have anfwered ; Sire^ we have a lively fenfe of the ob~ 
ligations we lay under toTour Majejly: we deem ourfelves but too happy in offering him 
this feeble teflmonial of our gratitude ; yef, deign, Sire^ to accept it rather as u free gift ; a 
gift undeferving (fa thought. The ICng would have thanked them as a company ihould 
be thanked, as a province is wont to be prefenting the government with a fliip, and 
there would have been an end of the affair. 

* Admiral Bvng, in the Mediterranean 1718, afforded a limilar example. Mr. Keith, when ambaffa- 
dpr at Copenhagen infilled in a fimilar manner that the government Ihould not attack the life of Matilda. 
From what country is it that minillcra dare to take upon themfelvcs, without infirudlions from their court, 
fuch pufitive declarations, and without an apprebention of having them denied I Such procedurts do 
great honour to any nation whadsevCr. f From 450 to 500,cooL 
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The King, on his return to the capital, convoked the diet ; but having had efpecial 
reafon to be diffatisfied with that of 1786, he had the precaution to fecure the votes of 
the three orders for the aft fecurity. The nobility alone were refraftory ; His Ma- 
jefty confequently felt himfi?lf obliged to intimidate them by an ad of vigour, no lefs 
than the arrcft and confinement of a number of the moft confiderable among them in 
Fredcriclhoff, the prefent arfenal. The people fidcd with the King, and teftified their 
zeal in the moft unequivocal manner, by infulting thofe who oppofed him ; and in this 
number fome of tHe firft in the kingdom, men whofe rank one ftiould think would have 
guaranteed them from fimilarvexation : butwho, if thetruth be fpoken,deferved the oblo> 
quy with which they were treated, more on that very account than did the others. The 
nobility not choofing to give way, the King determined to terminate at once thefe 
continual dificntions. He entered the Houfe of Lords without any one fuipeding his 
intentions. The King’s party were pre-advifed that if he {hould get into his carriageon 
leaving the houfe it would be a token that he had gained his point ; on the contrary, 
if he mould mount his horfe, (fome of his horfes ready faddled ftanding in the fquare,) it 
would be the fignal that force muft be ufed for obtaining that to which perfuafion was 
inadequate. An immenfe concourfe of people accompanied the King to the fquare.. 
He enters the houfe, and immediately upon his entering the chamber (entirely unat- 
tended) two gentlemen, well known by him to be of theoppofite party, clofed the door 
rudely after him. The King feels no wife difconcerted ; he takes his feat and propofes 
the ah of fecurity to the affembly *, which had already obtained the fuflrage of the three 
other orders. He puts the queftion to the vote ; no noy refounds from all parts ; fome of 
the members however attached to His Majefty vociferate yes with all their might. Not- 
withftanding much the lefs, theKing feigns to believethat the number of is the greater: 
he declares as much to the afiembly ; again th.Q yeas and noes are repeated in a Hmilar 
proportion. The King again makes the fame remark, and orders the Marftial of the 
diet to fign the acceptance of the aflemblyinthename of the nobility; adding that mtwitb- 
Jlandingihe confent of the three other orders already obtained enforced that of the fourth y he 
yet preferred that the ail Jlsould pafs by the freewill of his nobility y whefe zeal and attachment 
to the crown he was happy on this occaftm to acknowlege. After thanks thus well deferved. 
His Majefty fends to notify the palling of the a£t, on the part of the nobility, to the 
three other orders then fitting. Immediately after the heralds, leftbned before hand, 
parade the town, and announce the diet clofed. This proclamation greatly difcon- 
certed the nobility, whofe intention it certainly was to proteft as foon as the King (hould 
have left the houfe ; but His Majefty kept his feat until the diifolution of the diet was 
proclaimed. His Majefty then left the houfe, and was received with acclamation by 
the people, whofe violence it were to be feared the nobility would have had to dread, 
in cafe things had taken a different turn. Since that penod a number of gentlemen 
have retired to their eftates, where they remain condemning the King until they lhall 
meet again in another diet. 

His Majefty, yet, is far from having as partizaas all the nobility who remain in Stock- 
holm : we could enumerate many of that body, of both fexes, who owe their all to 
him, but who, neverthelefs, are not the lefs enraged at him ; fome women, particularly, 
who would have died of grief if his Majefty had omitted for three weeks together to in. 
vite them tofup with him, are among the moft violent of his calumniators. As French. 

f ‘ 

* Thii aft gfives the Kink' the power of making peace and war, fixes the taxM to the next diet vnthout 
pnferibittg it it to tale plate. The want of money alone therefoie caa ohUge the King to fummonS 
theftates. 
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men we arefar from being aftoniflied at this fort of ingratitude. Some among the la- 
dies, defirous of qualifying their opinion, reafon right and wrong on governments, ad-, 
miniftration, the power of Kings, &c. But they are unwilling to declare the real mo- 
tive of their hatred, whicii is merely the preference they give to a government in which ^ 
they have a chance of feeing their hufbaud, their brother, or their coufin, take part in* 
the ad miniftration, to one in which there may be but one efficient*. Egotifm glides 
into the heads of the fair as well as our own. Yet Ihould the nobility refledt and ceafe 
to murmur, without the King they would be nothing not only in Sweden but in any 
monarchical ftate whatever. The nioft opulent gentleman in the kingdom, enriched 
by the bounty of former Kings to his anceftors, inhabits the capital ; here he ought to 
pafs for fomebody, but here, unlcfs when fpoken of as one of the chiefs of the party 
oppofed to the King, arrefted in 1789, infulted by the people, and recommended, after 
alking advice of the police, to leave Stockholm,, none ever fpeak of him} the world in 
ftiort fcarce knows of his exiftencc. 

I.et us refume : the King had not the power of declaring war, except by firft obferv- 
ing thofe forms he is blamed for having negledled, by compliance with them he gave 
notice to the enemy of his intention, and time to put himfclf in a pofture of defence. 
The general approbation of the war on the part of the diet proves that his motives for 
declaring war were not fo deftitute of juftice as has been afferted. Had this prince given 
the enemy an opportunity to prepare his defence, he would have had attributed to fuch 
conduff the whole of the confequent mif-chances, and with reafon. In war the niceties 
of the drawing-room arc difregarded. (England has almoft conftantly began her attack 
on us before any declaration of war. In 1756, two Ihips were taken by them Le Lys, 
and VAlcide^ before we knew of the commencement of hoftilities.) Sweden is not 
ftrong enough to ftand againft Ruffia, when that power is at liberty to oppofe her with, 
her whole force. Guftavus took advantage of the ftate of fecurity in which that power 
was wrapped, to endeavour to regain a part of the provinces wrefted from his prede- 
ceftbrs. In thefe difmemberments, it cannot be difgiiifed, juftice was feldom regarded } 
they were the refult of the wars of Charles XII. and no one but knows that Peter the ' 
Great in alliance with two other princes, attacked this Prince without the fmalleft (ha- 
dowof equity, juft at his leaving his cradle. The Ruffians exclaim againft the King of 
Sweden for attacking them without notice ; but had he informed them of his defign lour 
months before, undoubtedly they would have laughed at him. The Ruffians had com- 
mitted a great fault in leaving their frontiers unguarded. They fay they had no miftruft 
of the King of Sweden ; thofe neighbours with whom a nation has before been at war 
it ought always to miftruft. Their oyerfight was fhameful : thanks to their roubles they 
efcaped its puniffiment. I.et them profit by the leflbn f. They knew how little was 
wanting to have made it a terrible one. The carriages of the Emprefs were in readinefs, 
every thing was prepared for flying to Mofeow. There were not five hundred cof- 
facks on the whole of the fouthern banks of the gulph between the Swedes and Peterf- 
burgh. The fcarcity of men was fuefi, that three regiments were fent poll: from the 
army of Prince Potemkin, feven or eight foldiers on a kibiek, by two hundred at a 
time. 

As it is right that all Ihould be laid open, we Ihall mention to our readers a very ex- 
traordinary opipion, but which was communicated to us as well founded } it will ferve 

* The fame reafon caufea the Rullians to dlfapprove of the revolution in Swedeni aa well as the laft in 
Poland. They found it fu pleafant to be m afters in other countries ! 

f Since this war they have fortified the frontiers, particularly the mouth of the Kitnen. Henceforth, 
there will always be kept from i 8 to 20,000 men in this part of Finland. 
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to prove that the brain of man is liable of accefs to the moft abfurd inconfi/lencfes. We 
have been aflTured that the King having by his own fault miffed his objeft the firft year, 
owing ,toa fiege badly planned, and an tmfuccefsful campaign, himfelf engtiged his offi- 
cers TO enter into a criminal correfpondence with Ruilial^in order that this treachery 
might ferve him as an excufe to the nation for having undertaken an unjuft war, and 
efl'edted nothing where much might have been done. Although a fcrious reply to fuch 
an atrocious and unfounded charge might well, indeed, be dil'penfed with, we yet lhall 
examine its merits.’ In the firft place, could it be fuppofed that the officers arrefted 
and tried would have failed to avail themfelves of fuch an ample apology to avoid the 
punifhment to which they were fubjed? A minute detail of the whole procefs is in ex- 
iftcnce, and no fuch thing appears : befides, this charges Guftavus with an unpardon- 
able offence, that of caufing an officer to be beheaded, and many others- to be imprifon- 
cd, on account of a crime fuggefted by himfelf. A conduft of this defcription could 
be followed by none but one who ►had previoufly, and that provedly, done the Jame ; 
but that the incredulous may finally be convinced, if further be requifite for convidion, 
let them know that the revolt of the officers in Finland was contrived, by that traitor 
Sprengporten, at the very inftant of his going over to the Ruffians in 1779: that in 
1783 the firft meetings of the confpirators took place in Helfingfors, at a lodge of free- 
niafons ; that Sprengporten regularly attended thefe meetings from Ruffian Finland, 
where he refided, which was the more eafy for him to do as the King was then abroad. 
'I’he confpirators at that time were fifty, and much encreafed in number afterwards. 
Many perfons known well enough at Stockholm, if this work fhould chance to fall into 
their hands, muft inwardly own that our information is corred : eafy in fad would it 
be for us to give further particulars ; from fuch we however fliall abftain. What we 
have faid will be enough to fhew that the plot did not commence with the beginning of 
the campaign, as is generally believed. 

We lhall not dilate upon the w'ar in Finland ; it would caufe us to exceed the limits 
we have preferibed to ourfelves. We fliall leave to hiftorians the talk of tranfmitting 
to pofterity the vidories of Frederiejhamm and Svenkfund ; fatisfied ourfelves with re- 
marking how great the difference between the Swedes in the prefent war and thofe who 
fought in 1741 and 1757. The vidories of Guftavus Adolphus, Charles X. Charles 
XI., Charles XII., and Guftavus III. were owing principally to their prefence. The 
Swedes are accuftomed to fee their kings at their head. If the foldier is guided by rea- 
fon the prefence of his king can but have great effed on him ; he will feel that where 
he who might peaceably and in fecurity await the details of a battle, expofes volunta- 
rily his life and bears all the inclemency of the weather, he cannot himfelf retreat be- 
fore the enemy, nor murmur at his toil. The prefence of a king prevents all difobe^- 
dience and all altercations,more common than isufuallyimagined among generals. A king 
will take upon himfelf what a general would not dare without mature deliberation, in 
council or an order from court ; in the interval of which the favourable opportunity is 
frequently loft. The generals of the King ofEruffia would not have ventured many of 
the battles won by that Monarch y and to his heading his troops himfelf is the high re- 
putation of the Pruflian forces entirely to be *afcribed. What we have faid of the 
Swedes is applicable to the French ; nor is it in this inflance alone that thefe two peo- 
ple refemble each other. We know the time when the French foldier at the Ample 
name of the king, whom he had never fecn, would gaily have fronted certMn death : 
what then would he not have done if he had been at the head of his army ; but for a 
long time our kings had been unaccuftomed to fliew themfelves to their foldiers, an 
omifQon which will ever meet its punilhment foon or late. 
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The King having obtsuned all he wiflied conceived the title of fenator ufelefs, as Ae 
fenate was dcftitute of power, in confequence it was fupprefled ; defirous of annihilat- 
ing the memory even of a body which had fo long abufed fovereignty, and under the 
defpotifm of which his peop 1 e 4 ind himfelf had fttftered for fo long a period. We can 
but approve the fiipprellion of this heap of petty tyrants; the avidity and corruption of 
whom were at their height, and with whom any mode of enriching themfelves what- 
ever it might be was allowable *. 

A great part of the nobility however was connefled with the fenale ; and confequent- 
ly the annihilation of a body, the omnipotence of which fhed or appeared to med a 
luftre on tbemfelves, was not regarded by the nobles at largo with an indifferent eye ; 
•yet certainly this defpotifm, (hared among a few families, could at no time extend to 
country gentlemen, who on the contrary were crufhed by its opprelfion in common 
with the reft of the kingdom. But it belongs to the character of man to view' things in 
a different light to that he ought, and this poHtion was amply proved by the Swedilh 
nobility on this occafion. That which ought to have fecured its eternal gratitude to 
Guftavus has been looked upon by that body as an ufurpation, of which it has aVenged 
itfelf, after a long interval, in a manner that will 6x an indelible difgrace on the (irft 
order of the State. 

The revolution of 1772 is ftill confidered by the nobles as a crime on the part of His 
Majefty. They repeat, and are fupported by fome hiftorians, that he fwore to maintain 
the anlient conftitution upon his afcenfion to the throne, and that he could not change 
it but by rendering himfelf a peijured man. Proud of this difeovery^ the anii~royali/is 
are pleafed with the idea, and imagine or pretend to imagine that this affumption can- 
not be anfwered ; we (hall however endeavour at an anfwer. 

|t is every where allowed that an oath extorted by violence is null : the mod rigid 
puBlicifts conftder thofe engagements valid alone which are freely made, and that the 
unreftrained only can pledge themfelves, or truly exprefs the real intentions they may 
have. Was the oath of Guftavus on his afcenfion to the throne unfubjeil to con- 
llraint^ If the ftate of Sweden be honcftly regarded at that epoch, we do not believe 
that any fuch queftion can ferioufly be made. The fovereign in 1771 finds his king- 
dom a prey to the arbitrary vexations of the Senate and the States : he fucceeds a fa- 
ther, outraged continually with infult and humiliation, even to the very day of his death ; 
and that accelerated in all human probability by -fuch abufe. Could he, was he at li- 
berty to, refufe the adoption of this conftitution fo humiliating to royalty ? Would he 
not have expofed himfelf by a refiifal to the lofs of a crown, the (hadow of which alone 
Ae States conceded to him, but that they might poffefs the reality ? Is it not evident 
therefore that the oath of Guftavus muft be claffed with thofe extorted by violence ? 
Had this Prince and his fucceffors felt themfelves bound by fuch a vow, arbitrary power 
would have been perpetuated to endlefs time ; for it is pad a doubt that no king would 
have been differed to afeend the throne without firft taking this abfurd oath. Let the 
Swedes therefore ftower down blelfings on Guftavus, for conftdcring that a vow, the ob- 

* A fenator had fold his fuffrape, on 9 certain important occafion, to the French ambalHidor for 4000 
plottcs. The fecretary of tlie embalTy, employed to carry him this fum, met him in a coach rn the ftreet ; 
he imparted the objedl of his miffion, upon which the fenator informed him he had only to hand him the 
money, which was in bank notes. The young man did as every one fimilarly circuni (lanced would have 
done : he gave him the money. Judge what mull be his furprize and indignation, upon learning the neat 
slay from the ambalfador that the fenator had again demanded the fame, denying the receit of the former. 
The matter was of importance, his opinion of great W'eight ; it was thought better therefore to give 8000 
plottes than to lofc 4000, and the fum was paid a fecond time. (The ambafiador and his fecretary, now an 
ambaflador, arc yet living, 1793.) 
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fervance of which tended to the perpetuation of abufes, ougiit not to be binding, for 
thinking with reafoh that the good of his people ought to be above an illufory oath, that 
the government of a fmgle man, fuperior to events, were preferable to that of a cove- 
tous multitude, a prey to their paffions, to intrigue, the Jlaves of fordgn powers, and 
ever ready to fell themfelves to the highefl: bidder. 

It is poflible that the aflair of the diet of 1789 oflFended thefe nobles more than any 
other part of the condud of the King; they have never been able to forgive him the 
palling of the a 6 l of fecurity^ the lefs for their having placed their dearell liopes, their 
ftrongeft reliance on reducing His Majefty, during its fcffions, to the ftate he held in 
1771. They ought, however, to feel greatly obliged for his forbearance, lince by his 
afcendancy over the people he could have made them forely repent their condud. 
They complain of the King’s extorting their conceflion ; but, had he not obtained it 
in the Iloufe of Lords, that aflembly can but know that he would Hill have had it pafs 
by force, and at the price of blood ; not his blood, not the blood of the people, but 
that of the nobles : they owed him gratitude for his mercy, and how was if Ihewn ? 

I'he death of this great Prince, the lofs of whom is already felt in Sweden ; this 
crime, an eternal Itain on the charader of the Swedilh nobility, deferves that we Ihould 
fpcak of it at fome length : we. (hall confequently make it the fubjed of the following 
chapter. 

The young King is very forward for his age, he promifes much, and we dare pledge 
ourfelves for his performance : he pofleffes the cafe of the perfed fovereign ; far from, 
being intimidated in a circle of half a hundred, which would but be natural in a youth 
of thirteen (he was not indeed fo old when we faw him), he unaffededly contrives to 
fpeak of fomething to all entirely free from embarraffment : it is worthy of remark 
that when Prince-royal he had three court days every fortnight. His education is 
very nicely attended to, and his hours of ftudy cxadly regular. We have no doubt 
that he yet continues as laudably attentive -to his duties as when we were in Sweden. 
Although a monarch now he is convinced that his youth requires yet fome years of toil 
and ftudy to fit him for the ftation which providence has aftigned him. Although 
very young this Prince muft fenfibly feel his lofs : what pity that thus a premature 
death fhould fo foon have robbed him of a tender father, a model, and a guide ! Shut 
be bis ears to the counfel given if not in unifon with the leffons of Gultavus; never 
may he forget that he has to hand down the fceptre to his child as free as it defeended ' 
to himfelf ; that it is a property which is but his for life, and for which he is refponfi- 
blc : let him beware of perfidious infinuations, tending to limit his authority, prefented 
under the fpccious but deceptive mafk of philofophy. Yet again, in adhering to this 
advice, let him not run counter, let him not feek to add to the power he now enjoys j 
its limits are irrevocably fixed : wifdom itfelf prefided at the eltablifhmcnt of tlie pre- 
fent coqftitution ; protefl: it Guftavus Adolphus ; call to mind the princes whole glo- 
rious name you bear, Guftavus Vafa, Guftavus Adolphus, Guftavus 111 . ; be they 
ever prefent in your thoughts ; and however crooked, however difficult the path you 
have to tread, but' take them for your guide you never can go wrong. 

Prince Charles Duke of Sudermania, the King’s brother, is at prefent regent. 
The confidence repofed in him by his brother, his mendfhip for him, which ever was 
unchanged, led us to imagine that the intentions of Guftavus would be refpefted. 
after his deceafe ; to our great regret muft we ftate that we have been deceived. The 
motive of the Regent’s •conduft is to us a problem: many prefent themfelves to o^^ 
imagination, on which to fix we know not. Could it be contempt or indifference to 
the will of a dying brother ? either feems to us incredible, the firft ihocking ; hopes of 

doing 
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doing better ? Surely It were the -height of prefumption to expefV, in a few weeks 
rule, to do better than him who, not a common man, had been employed for twenty 
years in ftriving to do well. Whatever may have been the motive the Regent has dif- 
inilfcd moft of the perfons appointed by the late King. This conduft, to fay the Jeaft 
of it, ftiews deficiency of judgment, in fo much as it will prevent thofe he has placed 
in^their ftead from attaching ihemfelves to him, left they fhould experience from his 
fuccefibr a fimilar treatment. It is conftantly highly impolitic to difapprove in toto of 
the condufl of a predeceflbr ; for as it is next to impoflible that aH his meafures fliould 
be bad, a general exception either denotes exccllive arrogance or violent exafperation 
againft him ; neither of which fentiments are creditable, particularly with refpeft to a 
brother much fuperior in knowledge to his cenfor *. 

Of all the matters in which the Regent has differed from his brother none are more 
ftriking than what regards the French revolution. No doubt the new power with 
which he is vefted has made him look upon things in quite a different point of view j 
for we well remember that, in 1791, he held an oppofite opinion to that he has fince 
profeffed : if this be in its favour it has taken him fome time to adopt. 

The Regent fet out with a moft rigid plan of ceconomy ; he began with difmifting the 
French aftors, an indired: cenfure on the condud of the laft King, with whom the 
theatre was the chief amufement and principal expence f : but then again he kept no 
miftrefs (at lead publicly) ; and to us it feems that his pleafures had at lead the ad- 
vantage of decency which, in perfons of a certain diftindion, conftantly tells for fome- 
thing |. 

We fliall terminate this article with obferving that we did exped from the Regent 
a very different condud. We yet have hopes ; and pray for nothing more ardently 
than that they may foon be realized. - - 


Chap. XVI .— ^ Cujlawu HI. ; his death. — Trial of the Confpiralors, 

Clemency of the King, 

AT length are we come to that execrable murder, which our pen would refufe to 
deferibe but for its being a duty impofed by the plan of our work. If on the one hand 
the enormity of the crime excite our aftonifhmenr, on the other the magnanimity of 
Guftavus, Ws firmnefs, his heroic courage afford us confolation ; for in the common 
habits of life we feel it foothing to find thofe we love, thofe we take pride in exalting, 
fhew themfelves worthy of general admiration : man applauds himielf on fuch occa- 
fions for bis difeernment, and withrefped to Guftavus III, we have no fear of any room 
for changing our good opinion. 

That the projed for making away with the King was long in agitation is an indifputable 
fed : the affalfins had miffed their aim at Haga, where His Majefty's cabinet being on 
the ground floor afforded great facility for the execution of their treafon. It is well 
known that on the very day of his allaflination it was fpokenof at Hamburg and Bruflels 

• Leopold of Auftria in a fimilar manner on his fucceeding his brother the Emperof jofeph, nor 
was this the only foolifh thing he did in courfe of a reign of very ihort duration. 

f It coil him annually 100,000 rix-dollars. 

i What adds to the indecorum (at lead in our eyes) of keeping a miftrefs, is where the cafe of one j)of- 
fefied of an amiable and lovely wife, a wife pleafant, playfulj^aiid lively in the*extreme, whom alfo, notwitli* 
Handing thefe recommendations, the breath of calumny has never fuHied ; the cleared proof of innocence 
for none do wrong, however high their rank, but fcandal will attaint when it lias room. 


as 
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a matter already effefted. It has been faid that the predominant party in France, ap- 
prehenfive with juft reafon of the influence of Guftavus, contributed to his death : 
this is poflible ; and this Prince was fo firmly perfuaded of its bcin^fthe faft that, upon 
his receiving the blow, he exclaimed, it is a Frenchman, It is believed that the mur- 
derer, after making his efcape from the ifle of Gothland, to which he had been banifh* 
ed, (for trcafon in Finland during the war with Ruflia,) travelled to Paris : this we do 
not affirm, but lliould it have happened there can be little doubt of this monfter having 
been inftigated to the deed by thofe who had the mcannefs, the impudence to place 
the buft of a regicide in their hall of audience *, 

On the night of the i6th March 1792 the King, according to cuftora, was at the 
malkcd ball at the opera j while walking he felt hiinfelf /hot in the fide : he- did not 
fidl, but had ftrength enough, by leaning on a perfon near him, to re^ch his apartment 
adjoining the theatre. This frightful event became immediately public : Baron Arm- 
feldt arrived in a. condition difficult to deferibe ; and as his confternation was at its 
height, the King comforted him by obferving, “ do not be alarmed^ my friend, it is only a 
wound, pu have been wounded yaurfelf and know what it is. In the mean time the mur- 
derer, favoured by his accomplices, efcaped, and two days expired before he was dif- 
covered : the piftol he had ufed, being found on the ground, was inftrumental to his 
detedion ; upon its being fhewn to the gunfmith he pointed out the purchafer. 

Surgeons were fent for from all quarters. The King immedbtely direded them to 
give their opinion, adding that,fhouid he have but a few hours to live, he was.deCrous 
of employing them in his affairs and thofe of the State j and confequently that it would 
be but loll time to probe and drefs the wound. After the furgeons had examined it they 
declared as their opinion that it was not mortal : His Majefty thereupon confented to 
have it dreiTed, and was carried to the caftle. 

The next day Countefs Ferfen, Count Brahe f, and Baron Geer, all of whom 
had for a long time abfented themfelves from court, came to vifit His Majefty, who re- 
ceived them wiih great kindnefs, and expreffed the pleafure their vifit afforded him in 
thefe memorable words : my wound is if fome utility / find, ftnee it brings me back my 
friends. What remotfe muft not a fimilar phrafe occafion in thofe who had turned their 
backs on fuch a fovereign ! 

The remaining twelve days of the life of the King were employed in the affairs of 
State ; his indefatigable activity was ftill the fame, and every interval between his pains 
was put to profit. His laft ad: of fovereignty was to appoint his friend General Arm- 
felt Governor of Stockholm, an appointment which the Regent did not fuflfer him long 
to enjoy, as he afled upon the fyftem of keeping in the back ground the greater part of 
thofe attached to his brother. 

The King defired to be kept ignorant of the names of his affaffins ; the murderer’s 


* Thi* foclety (the jacobin}/o foirfully fiimoas, wjflied^ by the honours paid to the viHain Ankerjirgum, 
to perfuade the world that it contributed to his crime ; not indeed becaufe it fancied the adion laudable, 
but becuuTe it was defirous of a new kind of glory worthy only of itfelf ; that of difpofing at will of the 
lives of fovereigns. They are well aware, are ita members, that people of fenfe are far from giving them 
credit for fuch authority ; but fools, that is to fay the mob, are fure of it, and this is all that is wanted by 
a horde of plunderers who govern but by terror. How mifch muft they not be furprized that their reign 
has been fo long. 

•{■We were of the company when Count Brahe and his lady Tupped with the Duche& of Sudermania : we 
do riot now recollect upoif what occaflon, but we mentioned the circumftance to His Majefly fome few 
days after : this for tstampk you mufi look upon a* fonuwbiu iuJecent, was Hit Majefty's obfervation. Wc 
muft allow His Majefty *8 remark was juft indeed. 
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alone was mentioned to him, and Liliehom*^ the author of an anonymous letter which !s 
copied further on. This villain came to throw himfelf at the feet of his fovereign, and 
begged for pardon,*which was granted. 

I'hc piftol with wiiich His Majcfly was (hot* was loaded with two balls and feveral 
nails j a fmall part of the charge only could be extracted from the wound. Art was 
exhaufted in vain, and on the thirteenth day (in the forty-fixth year of his age) Guf- 
tavus HI. died in inexpreiliblc agony, after receiving the facrament*, preferving the 
firmncls and rehgnation of a great mind to the very lad. He did not die without firft 
exadting a proniife from his brother that the murderer alone Ihould undergo capital 

g unilhment : thus by an adb of clemency, I'ufficient in itfelf to render hipi immortal, 
e terminated a glorious life by a dill more glorious end. 

All the accomplices, that is to fay, Ribbing, Horn, Liliehom, and Ehrenfwerd, wrote 
to the young King, when the judgment of the parliament on their crime was publifhed, 
all entrenching thcmfelvas behind the letter of the law, and feemingly laxin^ the tri- 
bunal, which as regicides had condemned them to death, writh rigour and injudice. 
We procured all thefe letters, as well as that of Horn to his father, and Ribbing to 
his mother, in which they attempt to comfort them for 'the misfortune of having given 
them birth : in fadt we know of no greater calamity than to have fuch children. It is 
fit we Ihould obferve that Ankerdroeum, Ribbing, and Horn threw with dice for which 
of them Ihould kill the King, to the fird of whom the lot devolved : they were bound by 
oath to kill themfelves after dedroying His Majedy j but whether from want of refolu- 
tion, whether from hope of (aving himfelf the afiaffin omitted this. And fuch wretches 
dare to appeal for favor (o the law ! 

General Pecklin oppofed the King in 1756 ; alternately in the pay of dither France 
or Rufiia, he fided with the court in 176s : he was made a Colonel in 1772, and was 
on the pdnt of tampering with his regiment agund his mader whoi arreded and con- 
duded to Griplholm, where he was detained for fome weeks : there he was treated wdth 
didindion and refped ; at the end of that time the King releafed lum, an ad of cle- 
mency difapproved by the world, Pecklin being known to be a vAy dangerous man. 
In 1786 he appeared at the diet but did not miS:e himfelf confpicuous ; in 1789 he was 
arreded with leveral other gentlemen, but only in his own houfe ; and upon reprefen- 
ration to His Majedy that his edates required his prefence, wras differed to proceed to 
them. This man, who &om 1772 had lived in the utmod obfeurity, left it in 1792 to 
enter into a confpiracy againd the King’s perfon : but familiar with crime, and mader 
of himfelf, he would confefs nothing ; by which means he edabliihed his innocency^ 
the laws of Sweden exading confcfiion before fentence of death can be paffed. 

Addrefi of General Major Baron Charles Frederic Pecklin to the King. 

Sire, . ^ 

** Tour parliament, by its decree of a4th May lad, relative to the hoilfrible treafon 
committed on the perfon of his late hiajedy, Gudavus HI. of glorious memory, has 
declared, on the fubjed of the denunciation made againd me by the guilty, that as 

* We were very well acquainted with this LMtehorn when at Stockholm. He Is the fon of a woman 
in a very inferior itation about the Queen : he was brought up at the King’s expence ; and has had a very 
rapid advancci being a major in the guards at an age that would, without injudice, have allowed iiim to 
vegetate for fome time to come in an inferior fii tun, ' We frequently fpoke of *him to His Majedy : we 
were ueyer pleafed with tlfb manner in which he %)oke of bis benefactor ; but between a conduct of this 
defeription and an adaifin there is fo wide a difference, that wc fhould never have fufpcAcd him capable of 
participating in fuch a crime. 
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the proofs they afforded could not be looked upon as full and fatisfaHoryt the matter t as far 
as it regarded mffelf fhould be referred for further evidence ; and that in the interval 1 
Jhould be transferred to the fortrefs ef CarlfteiKf in order there to be kcptt c*»d be exhorted 
by clergymen to make confeffion of the fault with which lam charged, 

** It is not without the deeped grief that I fee myfelf fufpe&ed, arreded, and con- 
demned for a crime of which 1 am perfe&ly innocent, and which the witnedes legally 
heard have been pnable to prove, iince thc<parliament itfelf declares, ** that full ana 
latisdurtory evidence is yet wanting.” 

Your Majedy will be pleafed, therefore, not to take amils my prayer for a rever- 
lion of this decree. 

** Equity is the fird virtue of a King and a judge ; and internally I feel perfuaded, 
that the chief dedre of Your Majedy is to exercife it, as the mod fecure method of qdab- 
liftiing your power in the hearts of your fubjeds ; and in what does it confid, unlefs in 
the fiur application of the law, and the true interpretation of its meaning. Harbouring 
this perfuafion, I dare flatter myfelf, that Your Majedy will not countenance the proofs 
accepted by the parliament, efpecially as, according to all 1 am able to comprehend, 
they are in abfolute contra^dion to law. 

** The law clearly edablifhes, by the 17th fed. 7th chap, on the fubjed of trials, that 
“ the tejlinwny of noperfony being hinfelf criminally indililed,is to be taken in evidence, nor 
that of one whoeums informer, nor that of an accotrflice** He who is obje^onable not 
bang allowed to give his evidence, the judge can certainly pay no regard to the tedimony 
of a perfon objeded to in law, but fhould on the contrary rate it wholly void of truth } 
hence is it that the law impofes a penalty on every informer that maxes not good his 
charge ; and if the 9th fed. of the fame chapter permit, that in criminal caufes the tef- 
timony of an objedionable witnefs may be heard, it is only, as is formally declared in 
the fame paragraph, ** to enable the court to obtain means (f acquiring legal evidence;** 
but it is not faid, that the tedimony of the rejeded perfon (hall itfelf be accepted as 
evidence. 

*< As during the courfe of the trial, notlung has appeared againd me but the relations 
of perfons accufed, accomplices, and fuch as have participated in the crime, of what 
had been imparted to me at private interviews it appears to me, that had law been 
duly adminidered, the judge would have paid no attention to fimilar relations ; and the 
lefs, from the difagreement in the diflerent tedimonies of the guilty parties, and from 
their written varying materially from their verbal evidencei as is declared by the parlia- 
ment in many parts of its decree ; whence it follows, that, if they were objeflionable 
perfons, their tedimony for that reafon is iaadmiflible by the 1 7th chap. 26th fefl. } 
and added to this, the greater part have only related what they had heard from others, 
which, according to the 14th fe^l. of the fame chapter, cannot be confidcred as legal 
evidence. 

“ All that appears likely is not therefore fact. Hidory points out many examples of 
perfons accufed, who have had fo many apparent proofs brought againd them, that the 
judge, fully perfuaded of their criminality, has not feen the lead polfihiliiy of their 
being innocent ; and yet, after their punimment, the real guilty man has appeared, and 
Ihewn the judge in error ; wherefore, unlefs where no voluntary confeflion appears, 
or legal tedimony, as a datefman, the judge has always held it a maxim, to prefer faving 
a number of giulty to the punijhment of one innocent man. * 

** If, in the prefdnt indance, the individual relations of fix guilty perfons c6uld fumifli 
a half-proof, it would give birth to the abfurd idea, that the relation of twelve culprits 
ought to.be regarded as entire proof ; although, in hopes of nutigating their punifli- 
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ment, tlicy might have agreed before the perpetration of their villainy, or at leaft be- 
fore their aiTelEation," that in cafe of difeovery, they fhould denounce an innocent per- 
fon as the principal inlllgiitqr of their criminality. None but Charles Pontus Samuel- 
fon, (Lilichorn,) and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, who w'ere arrefted, the one not until 


OV t d VUi 


Iiours after the. treafon, accufed mein the firft in- 


liance ; the others have only repeated what they had heard them fay, or fpoken of mat- 
ters which had no relation to this affair. God preferve the country fi;om a law which 


ftiould authorize fuch traitors to appear in evidence ! For who, in fuch an age, could 


be certain of preferving either his honour or his life. 

“ As for other circumflances ailedged againft me, and which the parliament has looked 
upon as legally fupported, they are : that I acknowledged that Thure-Stenfon (Bjelke) 
had frequently fpoken to me of a revolution, rebellion, and pillage ; that a number of 
the confpirators dined with me on the 1 6 th March, and that, according to the evidence 


of the witneffes heard, many perfons attempted to enter my houfe the following night. 


But to thefe I iliall humbly beg to object ; that Thure-Stenfon never did fay, and that 1 


never have acknowledged that either he or others had formed a delign to change the 
form of government, to excite an infurreftion, or pillage, a natural confequence; 
wherefore, from his arguments relating to changes in other circumffances varying from 
the affair in queftion, I did never imagine that 1 had any thing to denounce, nor any dan- 
ger to prevent ;■ and being accuftomed, at my time of life, to receive friends daily at 
my table, for the recreation of my retirement •, as to fome of the guilty, before looked 
upon as worthy people, prefenting thcmfelvcs to dine with me, this is one of thofc in- 
nocent incidents which cannot be laid to my charge : again, their coming that day 
without any invitation, appears a connivance among themfelves for my ruin ; and if a 
number of perfons came with a view of entering my houfe without being fuffered to 
enter, this cannot be laid to my charge. Your Majcffy will perceive that thefe circum- 
ftances form no matter of accufation againft me, and that, conformably to law, in fpite 
of the requifition of the parliament, I cannot regard it a duty to prove the probability, 
from the juft' fufpicions that I have conceived, of the refolutlon entered into among 
certain of the guilty to effeft my ruin j I truft too much to the equity of Your Majefty 
to doubt for an inftant of your approbation in this particular. 


“ Hence it follows, that the charges made againft me by the guilty, and the different 
relations given by them of what they have heard and fay themfelves, or learned from 
others, joined to other circumftanccs of little importance, cannot in any ways, accord- 
ing to thefenfe given them by the parliament, afford any other than collateral evidence, 
or half proof; on the other hand, if the meaning of the law be regarded, if all preju- 
dice and fufpicion be laid afide, thefe denunciations and thefe circumftanccs yield no 
proof whatfoever; for what does the law mean by appearances and circumftantial evi- 
dence ? In cafe of murder or affaffination, for example, it may be produced, that arms 
belonging to the party accufed have been found near the murdered corpfe ; that he rc- 
lides in the naghbourhood ; that he may have been feen covered with blood, &c. ; 
thefe are appearances. But the fpeaking proofs of my innocence will not efcape the 
penetration of Your Majefty. A number of my fervants, examined upon oath, have 
given from their teftimpny no reaifon to imagine that 1 had any knowledge of the plot 
formed againft the late King ; fo far from it, they have attefted my innocence, for they 
■have depofed, that my doors were kept clofe the whole night, and that none of thofe 
who knocked were admitted, which certainly would not have beefn the cafe if I had 
been concerned ; further, when the girl Peterfon came to inform me that the King had 
been wounded by a piftol, I was fo much hurt at the news that it occaftoned me an ill- 


6 


jiefs. 



fortia’s travels in sv/eden. 509 

nefs, an' inconteftible proof of my furprize, and the real grief I felt at this fatal event. 
Moreover, who can reafonably imagine that an old man of leveiity years of age, weighed 
down and wafted by the viciffitudes lie has undergone, dropping by degrees into the 
grave, and occupied wholly on his latter end, could have allied his phlegm and indif- 
ference to the violence and ambition of a parcel of madmen, and plot with them a con- 
fpiracy againft the perfon of the King, anjd a revolution, contrary to his confcience, to 
his rcafon, and to prudence. 

“ But, Sire, fince no half-proof, nothing circumftantial, admilGble by law, has been 
produced againft mg, how can the parliament, wholly unprovided with thefe, have 
ventured to impofe on me a real puniftiment, a punilhment the mbft fevere that in my 
unfortunate fituation it poflibly could do, that of depriving me of my liberty, and thofe 
attentions which my age requires, by confining me in a fortrefs the reft of my days. 

“ The chief motive of this fentence cannot be, as alledged by parliament, to induce 
me, through t|ie remonftrances of the clergy, to make coufellion of fault ; for if this were 
abfolutely neceffary, it would be equally pra£licable in a houfe here in the city, wliere 
clergymen are to be found more enlightened and more eloquent than could be in a dif- 
tant fortrefs. 

** And fuppofing the parliament to be influenced by the three royal letters cited by the 
King’s folicitor. Your Majefty will perceive that the King’s letter, dated tith November 
1756, ftates, that “ doubtlefs for the pKrpofc cf dijcovering others concerned^ fame of the 
accomplices may^ even before trials be confined in a fortrefs until more ample ' information be 
procured and it is exprefsly ordained in this letter, that the prifoner fhould be crimi- 
nal, and his crime proved ; but this citation cannot be looked upon as regarding him 
arrefted merely on fufpicion. As for the other two letters of His Majefty, neither can 
be deemed as applying to the cafe. 

“ To conclude } as he who committed this horrible crime has been legally and juftly 
puniflied, and as thofe who formed this infamous confpiracy have been difeovered and 
condemned j while againft me, as 1 have (hewn, no witnefs or legal charge has been 
brought in the whole courfe of the trial, I live in hope that Your Majefty will decide 
that a more rigid confihement, for the purpofe of extorting confeffion, ought not to take 
place ; imploring, if I Ihould have miftaken the meaning of the law, the clemency of 
Your Majefty. 

** I am, for the few remaining days I have to live, with conftant zeal 
and themoft profound fubmillion. Sire, 

“ 'Your Majefty’s moft humble, &c. 

“ Ch. Freu. Pecklin.” 

Copy of the anonymous Letter cf Liliehom to Guftavus III. on the day of his 

affaffinaiion. 

• 

Deign, and graciouily allow an anonymous perfon, whofe pen is guided by the 
voice of honour and confcience, with thv moft perfed franknefs, to warn you that there 
arc individuals,, as well in the provinces as here in the city, who breathe nothing but 
hatred and vengeance againft you, to the length even of your deftiuftion by fome mode 
of aflfaflination. That they foould have failed the night of the laft malked ball has 
been a fubjeft of regret with them ; and they notice with pleafure that another is an- 
nounced for to-day. Aifailihs Ihun the day ; nothing, they fay, can be more favourable 

to 
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to them' than darknefs, and the difguife winch you are accuftomed to wear on thefe oc* 
caHons ; you are therefore entreated, by every thing that is facredj to defer this curfed 
ball to a more fuitable opportunity, for your prefent and future intereft, as well as that 
of fome enthufiafts, from whofe hands doubtlefs, upon refledion, the Almighty will 
caufe the dagger to be thrown. I have the honour to afliire you, in the face of hea- 
ven, which I call to witnefs the motive and purity of my intentions, that the advertife- 
inent I give you comes from a man who is nothing lefs than a courtier, who is in need 
of nothing, and who is very far from approving all therafh (leps you have taken, either 
in war or politics, and particularly in what regards morality. In making this confeifion 
with the utmofi: cordiality, 1 Ihall appear to you the lefs liable to fufpicion when I afliire 
you, that being prefent at the diet at Gefle, I Ihould not have hefitated an inftant to have 
drawn the fword to oppofe your mercenaries with all my powers, in cafe they had re- 
forted to open force, as was at one inftant expeded. Vouchiafe, therefore, to diftin- 
guifh a di£ference between the condud of a man of honour in his fenfes, and that of an 
«nthufiafl: and a traitor : the one wilhes well to the commonweal, aiking for nothing 
snore certainly than to be fo fituated as would allow of his making ufe of means fane- 
doned by religion and honour to promote its welfare ; the other conceives all meafures 
tolerable which may contribute to the objed in view. It may, however, be difficult, if 
not altogether impoffible in the end, to forewarn you againft all the calamiti^ which 
furround you, unlefs you put yourfelf in train to become fincerely reconciled with the 
fame part of the nation, by following a condud, however little, yet different to that you 
have hitherto done. 

** I have conceived it for my internal fatisfedion a duty to reveal this Ihocking fecret, 
which I learnt by mere chance two hours ago ; be perfuaded, alfo, that 1 am not in- 
fpired by a panic terror in taking this flep, but on the contrary by the dreadful cer- 
tainty I nave, from what has been divulged to me, of the verit/ of the fad. Take 
good heed, I further entreat you, of the ground-floor at Haga, as being, according to 
their declaration, a place more appropriate than any other for their purpofes. You 
cannot ufe, generally (peaking, too much precaution : if I may advife, keep away en- 
tirely from mafked balls, at lead till after the holidays, this being of importance to 
•yourfelf as well as to us all. . You will do wrong by (hewing a courage which nothing 
can move ; we know that you have bravely faced the enemy ; you may therefore with 
perfed fecurity and without difhonour avoid the blow of a traitor. I (hall never ceafe 
to put up prayers for your happinefs ; befceching you, in the mean time, to make no 
perquifitions for the purpofe of deteding the author of this advice, as they would be 
fruitlefs, having been entirely alone while 1 wrote it, and not having communicated its 
contents to any one.*’ 

This letter was given in a garbled date in all the newfpapers at the period of the fatal 
event; above, it is given with exaditude : the traitor who wrote it knew well enough 
what effed an anonymous letter would have upon the King ; had he had any real in- 
tention of faving him, he would have perfonally divulged the confpiracy : but we are 
not to wonder at the condud. of the wretch ; he owed his all to the King, his fupport, 
his military rife, (he was a major in the guaVds,) and we live in •an age in which ingra- 
titude to the throne is looked upon as a merit ; as if Kings were the only men on earth 
bound to do good, the only objeds of unfcruplcd alfaflination. 


Extrad 
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Extrafl: from the verbal proce/s ai the Caftk <f Drottningholmf on the i$ih Aufftft 

179a, inprefence tf 

His Royal Highnefs the Duke ^Sudermania. 

Hu Excellency Count Wachmeifter Rickfdrots. 

His Excellency Baron Sparre, Grand Chancellor^ 

Prefident BaroA de Kurck. 

Prefdent Baron de Reuterholm* 

Prefident Count de Ruuth. 

Senefcbal Ra^beeg^ 

Senefchal Ulner. 

On the above dav, the report of the commiflion being called for, and the two pro* 
tocols of the 4th July being read, the fecretary of the commiffion, Iferhielm, prefente<{ 
the definitive concliwon of the high tribunal, upon the revifion of the decrees of the 
parliament, on the 34th of May of the prefent year, againfl; the former Counts Horn 
and Ribbing, lieutenant.colonel Liliehom, and lieutenant Baron^ Ehrenfverd, as well as 
againft the other perfons implicated in the horrible crime committed on the perfon 
of the late King } after which His Royal IRghnefs was pleafed thus to exprefs him - 
felf : . 

“ All the prefcriptions of law having been exaftly followed, none of the advantages 
which it affords the criminals having been withheld, and the confirmation from the 
high tribunal, of the decree of the parliament made on the 34th May, having been pre- 
fented to us, we have nothing more to do than to make known our fentence and. will 
upon the occafion. 

** A prey to grief, to thofe afflifting fenfations which agonife our heart, while the 
memory of a relpefted King and much beloved brother is united with the anguifb 
which the unhappy and deplorable manner in which he was taken from us occafions in 
our bofom, we have neverthelefs, in conformity to our painful duty, caufed reprefenta- 
tion of all the occurrences of this horrible afiair to be laid before us, with the fubftance 
of the different ads as they regard the fame. 

** It is not without the moft lively emotion that we perceive, by thefe elucidations, 
that an unheard-of confpiracy has exiffed againff the life of our revered monarch, and 
been executed in fuch a iKocking manner as makes humanity Ihudder, in a manner that 
never could we have thought pollible in our days and in Sweden. This ftain, not upon 
the nation, known in all ages for its honour and fidelity, but upon a fmall number of 
guilty perfons, ought to l^ waflied away and expiated according to the rigour of the 
law } and this is our duty to effed. Our heart, tom by the moft cruel remembrance, 
feels fenfiibly the horror fuch an atrocious deed is calculated to excite; but thefe feel- 
ings, although (atisfadory for our grief, are not the only ones that aftlid us. What 
adds to our trouble is, that' we are under necefltty of rendering the juft feverity of the 
law (which we are far from deftrous of mitigatii^ in fiivour of criminals of this deferip* 
tion,) compatible with the facred promifes extorted froth us by the prayers and injunc- 
tions of a dying brother, our King. 

^ ** The inftant is at hand which is to decide and make public the fhte of thefe unfor- 
tunate men, who, by t]ie nature of their crime, are more unhappy than they polfibly 
could be in uifdergoing the punifliments they have merited. The Jaw has pronounced 
their fentence, and we feel perfuaded that the axe failing on their heads, would be to 
them, in their frightful fituatioD, the firft and greateft of favours. Our confirmation 
^ of 
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ot tj’ii;- ik'cree woiilvl fatisfy, at this moment, the rigour of jniUce; but we arc withhdd- 
by the ftrongelt and moft efficacious reafons, which we lhall unveil tor our own jufti* 
fication and the benefit of pofterity. 

“ Being by the fide of the bed of IHs late Majefty a few days before his death, and 
fpeaking to him of the misfortune w'hich had befallen him, and the dreadful confe- 
quences that would follow ; His Majefty, whofe fenfible and generous heart was ever 
jirono to pardon, vouchfafed to exprefs to us, that the idea of the merited torments 
which the guilty would have to lufter aftecled him more by far than all his pains ; he 
added, moreover, that this oppreffive fancy w'ould never let him reft, unlefs we ftiould 
promife and fwcar, upon the faith of a brother and a Prince, that in cafe he ihould 
•chance to die, his interceffion fliould avail for the falvation of the lives of thofe wretched 
mdh who had been wanting to him in fidelity. Moved even to tears at fuch noble fen- 
timents, we yet dared to reprefent to him that law, whether human or divine, would 
not allow fo horrible a crime to pafs without penalty of death, and that the honour of 
the Swedifh name and public fecurity exprefsly called for juftico. His Majefty, fenlibly 
affefted by thefe heartfelt reprefentations, then faid with anguiffi, that if the law of re- 
prifal ncceftarily exafled blood for blood, that if his interceffion was infufficient as a 
party to fave the life of the unfortunate man who lifted his hand againft his life j he yet 
perflfted that his Ihould be the only one to pay for the death he had occafioaed ; and 
that none of thofe concerned in the plot, however great their number, or deep their in- 
tereft therein, (which at that time was not difeovered or perfeftly known,) lliould fuft'er 
•for it in their lives. 

“ His Majefty at the laft added, that this was not only his laft application as a bro- 
ther, but his laft will as a King, as the power of pardon could not be taken away from 
him as long as he lived ; and again exafted from me the moft folehm promife ; fuch I 
could not, nor had the right to refufe him any longer. This affeding and remarkable 
converfation, which will develope to pofterity the generofity and clemency of Gufta* 
vus III., and which, more than the vidory at Svenkfund, will tend to eternize his name, 
lhall be the bafis upon which our fentence and rcfolves ihall be founded. ' 

As a chriftian, a fubjed, a brother, as a man, we cannot, ought not to vary from 
the will of a dying King. He had the inconteftible right of pardoning in his own caufe. 
We ihall follow loyally his orders, nor ihall it be reproached his brother that he deceived 
him in the arms of death. 

** In confequence of the reafons before alledged, we declare and ordain, that the 
fentence of death awarded by th,c parliament, and confirmed by the high tribunal, 
againft the former Counts Claudius Fredcriefon Horn, and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, 
the former Lieutenant- Colonel and Chevalier Charles Pohtus Lilichom,and the former 
Lieutenant Baron Charles Frederic Ehrenfverd, ftiall be commuted into perpetual ba- 
niihment ; that they are degraded from their nobility, and declared unworthy of all 
right of citizenihip ; that they fliall be immediately conducted to the frontiers of an of- 
fended country, without hope of evfer being allowed to return, and with prohibition, 
tinder pain of fuffering the death pronounced againft them, ever to require the fame. 
The care of their punifhment we leave to their confcieacc and remorfe, perfuaded that 
the bitter reflexions to which we deliver them will be more intolerable, than death itfelf *. 

The jegent deceives himfelF ; men of this defeription are ftrangers to rcn\orfc. Banifliment is no pu- 
aifliment for fcoundrels who could no longer live in Sweden ; two of thefe wretches, on tlieir pafiage even 
from Copenhagen tp Hamburgh, proved that fentiments of repentance, imputed to them by the regent, 
were far frt>m tiieir thoughts. NotwitbAanding the motive aferibed lower down, it is in a fortreh that re- 
rgicidei, whofe life it not ihortened on the fcaAold, Aionld end their days. 


« We 
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'We (hall hailen thdr immediate expullion, in or^r fo» if pollible, to efface the remem> 
brance of fuch a horrid crime, which, by their detention in the fortrefles of the king- 
dom, would only renew the remembrance of a misfortune in itfelf indelible. For ever 
be thefe unhappy wretches baniflTed from that Sweden whofe calm and tranquillity they 
have diilurbea ; and in order to encreafe their remorfe,. let them know that it is the 
King, againft whofe life they dared to confpire, who, in his dying moments, gave them 
theirs. 

As for other perTons accuhid fmce, we are not authorifed by the will of His late Ma- 
jefty to lelTen the feverity of the law in their favour, neither can we in an affair of this 
nature follow our innate inclination to clemency; whereupon we confirm, with refpe^ 
to them, the definitive fentence of the High tribunal : in confequence of which Coun- 
cillor Von Engeflrceum fliall be fufpended from his port, and be confined for three 
years in, a fortrefs. , Major Hartmanfdorff fhall likewife be difplaced and imprifoned for 
a year; the Secretary Von Engeftroeum fhall be fufpended from his office for twelve 
-months, and General Major Baron de Pecklin fhall be confined in a fortrefs until more 
ample inforniation ; but the territorial judge Nodell, agreeably to the fentence of the 
Parliament and the High Tribunal fiiall be releafed from all charges. 

His Royal Highnefs immediately appointed the fortfefs of Waxholm for the prifon of 
Councillor Von Engeftroeum, that of Malmoe for Major Hartmanfdorff*, add that of 
Warberg for General Major Pecklin. 

The prefent verbal procefs and the fentence it contains having been read and col- 
lated, the Commiffion broke up its fitting, in fidem protocoH. 

(Signed) N. JOHNSON. 

We conceive that what will now have met the reader's eye requires no comment. 
A dying King pardons his afiaffins : the laft a£f of his power is to draw afide the venge- 
ful fword of the law, from punifhing thofe who had robbed him of life : how.honour- 
able, how glorious fuch an end ! How well it crowns a rei^ too fhort for Sweden, but 
long enough for thofe Sovereigns difpbfed to take him tor a model, and enlightened 
enough to follow his fteps. 

The clemency of the mng is fo well known to us, that upon the firft intelligence of 
this execrable ad:, we declared as our opinion, that if His Majefty recovered, me mur- 
derer alone would be punilhed with death. The event has .lhewn that we were not 
decrived. 


Chap. XVlll.-^-Ow the Death of Charles XIL 

THIS event, fo important from its cof^equences, which paved the way for Sweden 
to obtain a peac^ wanted fo many years betore, and which changed the form of go- 
vernment or the country, is related in fo many different maimers, but each fo void of 
proofs, that every hillorian, without being liable to the charge of impofture, is left to 
adopt which he will. The ftatement of M. Voltaire has had moft partizans, yd do we 
confider it wrong, and the refearches we have been able to make put our opinion be- 
yond all doubt. We (ball prefently (fifeufs that of Mr. Coxe, given at ^reat len^h in 
his Second Voyage to tlje Norths publifhed in 1791: but (hall firit begin with the Recount 
of Lagerbringi ProfelTofat Lund, taken froto his Hiftory of Sweden, vol. iv. part 3. which 
treats of the reign ofICharles XIL Stockholm, 1779 ; in it will befeen the^entidldif- 
ferences which chara^erize the account of each hillorian. 

VOL. VI. 30 “Oft 
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** Od the a8ih Oftober, 1718, the King coming from the Weftern Ed, entered Nor- 
way, followed by the other columns of the army. On the 20th November, batteries 
Were raifed agaiitd Frcdericjhall. On the 27th, fort Gyllenlow was taken by affault, at 
which the King was prefcnt. On the firft Sunday in Advent, the 30th November, the 
King attended divine fervice in the morning, and afternoon at head quarters at Tifteda- 
len : in the morning he burnt certain papers. At four o’clock in the afternoon the King 
vifited the trenches on horfeback, and at nine in the evening all was done, and the King 
was a corpfe. Charles Handing in the trench, his body bent, with Tiis head fupported 
on his arms leaning on the parapet, the officers prefcnt imagined him alleep ; but as he 
remained in this pofture a longer time than ufual, they went up to him, and found that 
life was gone.” This is the account of Mr. Nordberg : others pretend that the engineer 
Megret, who had the direftion of the works in the trenches, was feated fo near the King 
that he perceived a kind of convulfive tremor in him, whence he concluded him dead. 
M. de Voltaire, whofe relation difl'ers from that of others, fays that no one was near the 
King but Megret and Siquicr. “ The King was Handing,” lays he, “ oppofite to a bat- 
tery of the enemy, whence was a great difeharge of mufquet balls, with his body half 
uncovered from the enemy’s fire ; at fome paces diflant was Count Baron Schwerin^ 
Count P^e, a captain in the guards, Kaibcrt an aide de camp, (it fhould be aide de 
camp general Kaulbars) was waiting his orders. All at once Megret and Siquier faw 
the King fall on the parapet. A ball of half a pound weight had entered his head on 
the right fide, and made fuch a large hole that you might put in it your three fingers ; 
the left eye was entirely flattened, and the right forced out of its focket. When Megret 
faw that the King was lifelefs he exclaimed : The flay is over, now let's to /upper; but 
Siquier haftened to inform Baron Schwerin, &c.” Colonel Carlbcrg, then Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Engineers, who was prefent alfo in the trenches, has given another relation 
different from the preceding. “ When Colonel Megret^ charged with direding the at- 
tack, had marked a new line with fafeines and gabions at a diftance of no more than two 
hundred ells from the bulwarks of the fortrefsj the enemy began a violent fire both 
with mufquetry and cannon: this was the firft’ time of their ufing mufquetry againft 
the workmen in the trenches. The red hot balls and burning pitch on the fortrefs gave 
fufficient light round about. Mr. Carlberg, after giving inftruftions to the men how to 
place the gabions, went down into the firft trench, where fome officers of. high rank 
were Handing clofe to the feet of the King, who leaned on the flope of the parapet of 
the trench, with his left hand under his jaw, fo that a part of his face was above the 
parapet direfted towards the fortrefs. Hereupon a ball ftruck him on the left fide of 
the head, {this, from infpedion made of the ivound, is evidently falfe,) without any other 
movement being perceptible but that of his hand, which dropped from his jaw, and his 
head which reclined on his cloak. The aide de camp, General Kaulbars, was the firft 
who perceived the death of the King ; he ftruck Carlberg on the flioulder, and begged 
him to make hafte to relate it to General P. B. Schwerin, who diredled that it fhould 
not yet be made public, and that his body fhould be tranfpoMed to head quarters. He 
thereupon was put on a litter and covered with white cloaks. At this inftant Siquier 
approached the litter, took the King's hat, and put his hat and wig on him. I'he litter 
was accompanied by Carlberg, and a Captain Schultz, (fince ennobled under the name 
of Nordencrentz) to Tiftedalen, and the body was carried to the fame houfe where the 
King had taken up his abode. After General Schwerin, the Duke of Eoljlein, Field 
Marihal Moeqmer and General Dither were among the firft who* faw the defunft. The 
Hereditaiy Prince of Heffe was then at Torpum, at the diftance of three quarters of a 
ioae from Tiftedalen, and on bis arrival the whole army had orders to decamp.” Thus 
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in many circumllances the relation of Carlbeng diflers from thofe of Nordberg and Vol- 
taire. The laft remarks that no one was prel’ent when the King was killed except 6V- 
qu'ier and Megret^ and that the firft of tbefe related the death of the King to "General 
Schwerin. 

Carlberg fays quite the contrary. Neverthelefs we muft not accufe M. de Voltaire 
for relating circumftances fuch as they were given to him, and not improbably by the 
fame Siquier * ; but at the fame time we have no right to look upon as falfe the account 
given by an individual who heard, faw, and did himfelf the things which he deferibes, 
and whom neither fear nor reward could induce to write any thing but what he could 
vouch from actual experience i . 

Different opinions were entertained of the King’s wound ; fuch as examined it, main- 
tained that it could not have been made from the fortrefs or the redoubts of the enemy. 
On a draught of the fiege of Fredericlhall on which it was aHirmed that the King was 
killed by a Ihot from the redoubts, an officer of high rank, who was at the time alfo in 
Norway, had written iii German with his own hand, that is not true. It was generally 
conceived that the blow did not come from either a Dane or a Swede, No rumour 
was more common than that Siquier, the King's aide de camp, had murdered the King. 
It is not doubted that he himfelf confeffed it when ill at Stockholm in 1722, but it is 
added that this illnefs was accompanied with delirium. Some have imagined that re- 
niorfe had extorted this confeffion \ others again have infffted that Siquier after his re- 
covery, when for the benefit of the waters at Medevi, was tortured by the fame remorfe, 
although then perfectly in his fenfes and not delirious. In cafe Siquier had been near 
Kaulbars and others who were Handing by the King's feet when he was killed, it would 
not only have been eafy, but his duty to have obtained their teffimony, and by his neg- 
letfing this,fufpicion is no wifediminiftied. Another circumllance is alfoequivocah Nord- 
berg relates that Siquier and Megret followed the King into the trenches, but I have 
been credibly informed tliat Siquier had nothing to do m the trenches, and that being 
interrogated by a certain perfon as to what bufinefs he had there, he hedtated in his 
anfwer. M. de Voltaire however declares him entirely innocent. He grounds his conw 
viction in the firft place on a declaration made to him by Siquier himfelf. I could 
have killed the King of Sweden ; but fuch was my refpedt for that hero, that if I had 
been fo inclined, I iliould not yet have dared and fecondly he obferves that ** Si- 
quier died poor, and that fuch exploits are ordinarily well paid but if the miferable 
wretch do not in fuch cafes receive his wages in advance, his earnings may turn out ex- 
tremely fmall. The third circuinftance which he thinks abfolves him from the charge, 
appears to be of greater confequence, to wit, that the ball which terminated His Ma- 
jefty's life weighed half a pound, a ball of which weight would not enter the mouth of 
a fufil." But how did Siquier learn that the ball was exaflly of that weight, fince in 
Sweden it is entirely unknown ; probably it might be afeertained from the verbal pro- 
>cefs on the fubje^t of an infpedion of the body by three Swediih noblemen a copy of 
which I give in a note fubjdined. 

« We 

* In admittinp; tins liypotlicfis, it is next to impoilible not to Live violtrnt fufpicions of Siquier, as /hall 
be hereafter detailed. 

•j- The ftatement of Colonel Carlberg was coinmunicated'by himfelf to tlic author, and the copy which . 
he poffelfes he is alTured was written by Col. C. 

^ In the year ! 746, on tire lath July, between fire and fix in the morning, the iinderfigned went down 
into the Maufolcum called Carolin or Palatine, on the cqueltrian ifle of the church at Stockholm, and 
opened the coffin of King Charles XU. defunft, whom they found in the condition and order following : 
a mattrafs or pillow huffed with aromatic herbs covered the face of the King, under his head and joining 

3 « a his 
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“ We pafe over leveral other memorable things related by M. de Voltaire, probably 
communicated to him by Siquier, of which however the perfons in attendance by the 
King ought to have better information, notwithftanding their narratives diiTer from that 
of M. de Voltaire. Another circumflance as memorable as it is unaccountable. An 
officer of high rank in the neighbourhood of Fredericfhall foretold that the King would 
die on the 3.0th November. The report of this predidion was very extenfively fpread, 
and no fecret of it was made. It is not known whether it ever reached the ear of His 
Majeily, but as we have before remarked, he was noticed the morning before to have 
deftroyed fome papers, and had nothing in his pockets but a prayer book and a minia- 
ture of Guflavus Adolphus. If the death of the King had not happened, the prophecy 
would only have been laughed at, but as it was confirmed by the event, it was thought 
to have fome figniftcation. 

** To judge from appearances, the King died at a very unfortunate time for Sweden; 
but the death of Kings is decided by powerful motives, which are not always thoi'e 
that fuit the interell of man.*' 

The foregoing is an exa^k tranflation as afforded us by a learned Swede ; he further 
added, that .the time would come when the death of Charles would be fpoken of as at 
prefent we ^ of that of Guflavus Adolphus, and we are very much of his opinion- 
We ihall now proceed to difeufs the opinion of Mr. Coxe, expofe our own, and leave 
our readers to determine which is the bed founded in argument and affertions. 

Mr. Coxe, in his Travels in the North, publilhed in 1791, enters largely ipto.the 
fobjed of this death j he pretends that Lamotraye and Voltaire have given falfe ac- 
counts of this event ; this is true, it is certain, from the verbal proceis before cited, and 
fiom the mafk moulded over the face of the King, of which Mr. Coxe fpetdes, that his 
eyes were not found out of his head, that the ball did not weigh half a pound, and that 
the orifice was confiderably fmaller than reported. Mr. Coxe cites the fame verbal 
proceis as we do, with fome flight difference. His tranilator has miftoede him grolly in 
putting depth for kngtb, and penetrated for went ma. Mr. Coxe could have feen no 
other mark than fuch as we have deferibed: his conclufion from it is limply that the 
wound was made by a fmall bullet, which is incontrovertible: but he perliils in believ- 
ing that it came from the fortrefs, and principally fupports his opinion by the account 
arorded by the old Notwe^an Elkenfm, a cannoneer in the Dapifh garriion during the 


his face was a cloth. The head was uncavered without any cap* but in lieu was forrounded by a laurel 
wreath. His hair was in good prefervation, of a very light brown colour, and the length of wlittle linger 
combed upwards on the iides, but the top of his head was bald. On the right fide ju(i beneath the temple 
was a pkuer, which ftuek fo fail that with great difficulty we could remove it ; when removed, we per* 
ceived and felt an oblong orifice flanting in a dire^on towards the back of the head feven lines in length 
and two in breadth ; on the left fide which was covered with a plaiier of the fame the whole ol the 
temple was tom away, and the fragments of the bones evidently denoted the palfagt of tlie ball from that 

C Tt. ' His fiice was much wafted, his mouth rather open, and tome of bis teeth were vlfible. Under his 
ad were icveral pillows of white linen full of fragrant herbs. Alonghis ftdes and on his arms a number 
of fmall white bags were laid filled with the fame materials. His arms i^ere ftretched by the fide of the 
Imdy^ and his bands covered with white gloves were placed oppofite each other. His fhirt was of linen of a 
fmaucr degree of finenefs, and his winding ibeet of cambric. 

EH. HARLEMAN- 
EL. EKEBLAD. 

ANDREW JOHN, of Horpkcir. 

The OTiginat of thfa atteftation is in the King^s library at Stoekholm. It was communicated to* the author 
by the Royal Librarian Gjaurwcli, and may be Ccen in a work written by him/cntitlcd Swedt/b Anecdotes, 
part 3. 

Baron Harlehian was fuperintcodant of the King’s (hips. Counts Ekeblad and Hcepken wereafter*^ 
ucarda made Senators^ 
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fiege. We reafon therefore from the fame materials as Mr. Coxe, but decide in a dif- 
ferent manner. We are well perfuaded that the King was aiTallinated, and (hall detail 
the conjedures upon which w^ decide, for where there is abfenceof proofs we muft be 
fatished with conjefture. 

Ih the firll place Mr. Coxe, if impartial, mud allow that it is dircical to efteem the 
narrative of the old Norwegian alluded to as of any weight; will he attempt to perfuade 
us, or does he himfelf believe that a cannoneer in a fortrefs any more than a foldier in 
the ranks can know any thing of what pages except immediately by him, particularly 
at nine o’clock at night in the month of December. From his refponfes we gather for 
certain that there was no firing that night from the fortrefs of Oberberg, this indeed the 
Norwegian muft furely be competent* to fay, as he was in the fort ; but this is all that 
he could know, and this proves nothing more than that I.amotraye is in error, alTuming 
tlie (hot to have come from that place. Mr. Coxe adds that the old man was of a frank 
charadcr, and that there was nothing to induce him to tell an untruth : certainly not, 
nor did he conceal ought he knew. He dates moreover that the Danes made ufe of 
mufquetry, that the parapet where the King' ftood was perfeftly within reach of the 
place, that a number of (hells w'ere fired, and that the King might have been killed by 
the enemy. This was all known before ; and if Mr. Coxe refie£ts, he will fee that this 
proves nothing againft the affaffinaiion ; for it is impo(fible to prefume that any one 
would have chofen a time for making away wdth the King by a mufquet or ptftol (hot 
when out of the reach of the. enemy’s batteries, or when the enemy made no ufe of balls 
againft the Swedilh trenches fimilar to that by which he was ftruck, that is to fay, fmall 
bullets. This would have demondrated to ail Furope that the Monarch died by afifaf- 
fination, and there is good reafon to imagine that fuch was not the intention of the 
guilty. We conclude therefore, that the converfation, noticed with fo much fatisfitdion 
by Mr. Coxe, proves nothing againft our alfumption, or in favour of his own. It muft 
further be remarked, that the old Norwegian told Mr. Coxe that a number of foldiers 
were killed by the fide of the King, fo many indeed that they were buried on the fpot. 
It is very extraordinary that this cannoneer fiiuuld have feen thus much from his fortrefs 
of Oberberg, (from which the Swedes were feparated by a hill,) or that after the army 
had decamped, he (hould divine that the foldiers killed in the trenches had been fo 
killed near the King, and at the fame time he was himfelf. To conclude, it is very (in- 
sular that this man (hould have known that, of which no relation makes mention ; fur 
in all thofe which fpeak of the greateft number of perfons about the King, fpeak but of 
four, or five without enumerating any foldiers whatever. Mr. Coxe fays that the pre- 
fent King of Sweden (179 0 . had conjectured that Cronjiedt was the aifalfin; but after- 
wards confefTed that he was miftaken ; this may be, but if Mr. Coxe has ever had the 
honour of fpeaking to the King on this fubjeCt, he would have found that if His Majefty 
no longer believes that Cronftedt was thcaffaftin, it follows not that he does not believe 
he was alTaffinated by fome other perfon. Thefe are what Mr. Coxe calls proofs, finilh- 
ing with thefe decifive words : 

** The queftion relative to the death of Charles Xll. is now rendered very fimple ; 
unlikely anecdotes and vague conjeClures cannot weigh againft a pofitive fad : ihe pre- 
tended afiaifination is a mere chimera.*’ V/e fee nothing pofitive in all this, unlefs it be 
the tone of afiurance which Mr. Coxe aifnincs, nothing chimerical unlefs it be in his 
afl!e)rt’''iis. We fubjo^n our refledions upon the fame data. 

■ ^ r^rdion.-— According to the verbal procefs, the authenticity of which is incon* 

teftible, the ball went through the head in a horizontal direction, making a very fmall 
bole on entoing, and tearing away the temple and (battering the bones as it went out- 

on 
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on the left fide j it confequently muft have had a violent impulfe, whence we may faiily 
conclude that the fliot was from a very fljort difbnce; then, the more near the parapet 
is aflumed to be to the fortrefs, in order to render probable that the fliot Ihould have 
proceeded thence, tlie more impoffible do we make it that the ball fliould have taken an 
horizontal diredion; for it muft not be forgotten that the fortrefsof is on the 

fumniit of a perpendicular rock, and the fituation of Charles the plain, near a craggy 
rock, at the end of the Governor's garden. If the fliot therefore had come whether 
from a cannon, mufquct, or carbine, fired from a great eminence, ft could not move in 
an horizontal direction, to ftrike a point fituated below it ; perhaps it may be faid that 
the courfe of the ball was changed by ftriking fotnewhcrc, as occufionally iiapnens ; but 
this objedion becomes a nullity, wlien we confidcr that it pierced every obftacle, fliat- 
tered the parts it encountered, which arc precifely the hardeft in the whole head, and 
that it neceffarily muft have gone through either the neck or the jaw, if it had not taken 
its diredion in a pcrfedly ftraight line. The hat of ^liiarles affords a new proof 
of the ball pafling out at the temple, fince the hole is beneath the button, unlefs, indeed,- 
the King w'orc it a la Pandoure, with the button on the right, in which cafe the hole 
would have been much enlarged by the curious, as Mr. Cose obferves iu his firft 
travels. 

Second rejlcnion — ^Not only did the ball traverfe in a horizontal diredion, but alfo 
from the right temple to the left : let us fee if this be probable. According to all ac- 
counts the King w'as examining the enemy’s batteries, {landing, and his head fiipportcd 
on his hands. Mr. Coxe indeed makes him to be feated on a wooden chair which Wiis 
Ihewm him ; as this by no means changes the pofition of the head of the King, wc fliall 
pafs lightly over this opinion which nobody ever gave before. The King then was in 
front of the batteries, and as his bufinefs there was to examine them, it cannot be pro- 
fumed that he would for that purpofe prefent the fide of his face, or if it be admitted 
that the form of one of the batteries abfolutely made a right angle with a line from the 
middle of the King’s forehead, in fuch cafe, in the firft place, the trenches muft have 
been opened fo as to be liable to enfilade, and in addition the batteries have formed a 
perfeft femi-circle; both ’thefe fuppofitions are inadmiflible; theSwedilh engineers were 
no novices ; the place w;as attacked in fuch a manner, that, but for the death of the King, 
it muft have been taken in a few days ; and the Danes for certainty had no batteries 
fronting each other in their furtreffes : fo that in any cafe the King might have fronted 
the batteries without expofing his fide to any, as there is no doubt but he did. 

Third rejieclion.-^lt is plain from the blood on the glove of the right hand, and on 
the fword-belr, that the King firft put his hand to the wound, and afterwards on his 
fword, which he even drew half from thefcabbard. The firft movement is inftindive^ 
nature engages us to place the hand where pain is felt. But the fecond fuppofes re- 
flexion ; and however rapid the aXion, it appears to us not the elFeX of chance ; it 
evinces a determination to repel an aggreflion. We appeal to Mr. Coxe ; would he, 
in the trenches, exppfed to continual fire, if he felt himfelf ‘ftruck, would he lay his 
hand on his fword : many officers have feen fimilar events in trenches, can they cite an 
example of a fingle man attempting to'drawhis fword againft a cannon-ball, or the burft- 
ing of a bomb ? It feems to us that this faX has been much too ilightly noticed, as from 
due examination it feems important. 

Fourth rejle^lion.— The malk of ftucco, which we mention as well as Mr. Co, ex- 
tends only to the extremities of the temples ; but the wound is le'ft vifible on the right 
fide } why was it not alfo on the left ? The temple torn away, the bones fhattered, no- 
thing of this is marked on the plafter : would it be rafhneis to imagine that this (ham 

8 affixture 
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afHxture was only placed there to prevent the curious from making the fame reflexions 
that we do now, refleXions refultiug from the verbal procefe entirely, fince no author 
has ever fpoken of the effeX of the ball ? If to this be added the epoch at which this 
malk was moulded, the Ihort time elapfed from the event, it will readily be conceived 
that this precaution was ufed from a formal refolution to make no perquifition after the 
origin of his death, as has been proved by the event. 

Let us now exapjine upon whom our fufpicions ought to fall, fince, from this exa- 
mination, in our opinion, we may gather, if not the certainty, at leaft the poffibility of 
afeertaining the all'afiination. It has been noticed before that Siquier was generally fuf- 
peXed, and it will be allowed from all the relations we cite, that it was not without 
fomc rcafon : M. de Voltaire in attempting to juftify him but increafes it : we think 
that he ought not for the honour of Siquier to have made public this phrafe, fo highly 
extraordinary: I could have killed the King, but fuch was my refpeR, that if I had been 
difpojcd, I yet could not have dared: that is to fay that if he had Icfs refpeXed him, he 
could have done the deed. What language ! he could, he fays, have killed him j but is 
there an aide de camp of a King with the army, who might not kill him even ten times 
a day? and was it ever known to come in the mind of any {Mchiohy he could have killed 
hm ? This phrafe appears to us fomething more than aukward in his mouth, at leaft 
it is far from any poffible juftification. M. de Voltaire fays, that Siquier died poor. 
Without fpeaking again of an anfwcr to this objeXion, the example of many might be 
quoted, who, in the courfe of a few years, have expended enormous fums, fums more 
than adequate to the remuneration of thegreateft crimes. As for the third objeXion of 
M. dc Voltaire it is rather an evidence againft Siquier j that he hirafelf related the cir- 
cumftancos ; fiw Siquier knew well enough that the ball did not weigh half a pound, 
that it was impoflible to introduce three fingers into the wound, and that his eyes were 
not forced out of their fockets : he could not be ignorant of thefe matters, fince he was 
upon the fpot, and faw the body of the King recently after the event *. He bad there- 
fore a very formal intention to difguife the truth : would he have aXed thus if the lliot 
had truly come from the citadel, and if he had not had very cogent motives for putting 
fuch conftruXion on his death ? We fee Siquier take the King’s hat and carry it imme- 
diately to the Prince of Heffe ; why take his hat ? If he had fimply to announce the 
death of the King what need was there of a fpeaking proof? It would have been be- 
lieved without that. We fliall add to thefe obfervations an anecdote, but little known, 
which we have from good authority. “ Sequier, upon his arrival, found the Prince of 
Heffe about to fit down to table, walking his hands in a golden ewer : upon learning 
the death of Charles, he immediately made a prefent of the ewer to Siquier, no doubt 
as an acknowledgment of the value of the information.” Such a prefent, in our fancy, 
would have been more properly beftowed on the bearer of intelligence of a viXory. 
Thefe details do not juftify Siquier, but they ate evidence, not againft him alone f. We 
lay no ftrefs on the circumftance of almoft^ all the well-informed Swedes coinciding with 
us in opinion as to the affalfihation, becaufe conjeXtires are not faXsj bUt we tliink we have 

* He it even wiihout excufe, fince Count* Lieven and Carlberg who had feen the body of the Kirg, 
well as him, affirm pofitivcly (accordinjr to Mr. Case in his lirll travels) that the ihot proceeded either 
from amufket or apiilol. What tends further to criminate Siquier. is his miliating the fad^ fo as to da 
away with the idea of bis being afTaffinated. *Could a murderer, we ailc, or the accomplice of a murder, da 
more. , 

t This is not the only example which might be found in modern hillory of a Ibvercign ; a frightful fuf^ 
picion of whom would have tarnifhed the memoryi but that the fplendoiur of a long reign has caufed it to 
be forgot. 


thrown* 
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thrown as much tight as poflibie on an event which will never be known fbreertain. Our 
readers will appreciate the arguments pro and contra, and will judge for thefmfelves. 
We are very bold in daring to contradifl: Mr. Coxe, who is convince4 that Charles was 
(truck by a fmall ball, becaufc from the neared: ballion, he was not more than from five 
to lix hundred yards diftant ; and who, farther on, is jure that the King was killed by a 
ball from the citadel, and boldly. contradi6is the adertions of thofe who pretend that he 
could not be within mufquet (hot ; a pofition which nobody of fenfe has ever maintained 
for the ;caofes formerly alligned. We are not fo politive of our aflumptioD : we expole 
our doubts. Mr. Coxe may be in the right ; it is very poflibie he may be wrong. 


• Chap. XVIII. — Morals of the Swedes. — Religion. •— Laws. — Government. — Taxes. 

OF all the nations in Europe, that which, on account of its morals, deferves the 
highell rank, is inconteftibly the Swedilh nation. The people are naturally good, vir- 
tuous, and attached to their religion, and their Sovereign. Probity is general among 
them. In 1 790 we met with waggons laden with the knapfacks of the foldiers who 
tiled in Finland ; they were efcorted by a certain number' of country people, who were 
relieved at fucceffive ftages. They were on their way to Scania, that is to fay the ex- 
tremity of the kingdom, for the purpofe of redoring to the relatives of the deceafed, 
the effeds they had left behind them. Frequently have we left our carriage open in the 
high road for hours together, both by day and night, but never did we mifs a tingle ar- 
tide. If any thing can tempt a Swede to appropriate to himfelf the property of another, 
it is brandy, the love of which is at its height with them; it would be dangerous to leave 
it within his reach ; for frequently the temptation is too ftrong for his honrfty. In this 
charafler of the people we (peak of the country alone, the cities being as corrupt as they 
are found eKewhere. 

The Swedes are not covetous : they are evtr content with what you give them, and 
oftentimes afk nothing for their fervices. They are fober in every other particular, 
brandy' excepted. This lamentable habit begins in infancy, and may be regarded as 
one or thecaufes of the depopulation of Sweden. We have feen children, nine or 
years of age, drink fuch large glaties of brandy as we ourfelves never could cornpafs *. 

The conftitution of the fair lex is frigid ; there is, neverthelefs, no dearth of libcr- 
finifm in great towns ; there it begins fometimes earlier than at twelve years of age, and 
is carried to excefs until eighteen or twenty ; the young folks then become prudeut, 
.that 1s to fay, confine themfelves to one lover, and after fome years marry, commonly 
.to great advantage, the men not regsuding in the lead their former way of life. 

&om fo much debauchery prevailing, it is not furpriting that venereal complaints 
fliould be common, as they are; and what is more unfortunate, there is fcarcely one 
manjn Sweden, on whom you can depend on occation. 

The habit of drinking, far from being peculiar to the common people, prevails among 
the higher claties. We are forry to have to confefs that it is not unufual to fee great 
noblemen occaiionally on riling froiii table unlit for ferious avocations. This defeat 
does not, however, diminilh their other good qualities, (for they are polite, afiedionate, 
and engaging,) it is rather to be regarded as a vi(;p peculiar to the country than to in- 
dividuals, a vice, which, however, would be better liud afide. Some travellers pretend 

* The glab of brandy N called ; the of the French; tbe/Wnieftof tl>c Germans ; cur fup 

or Jomelhin^ to dritJt your honowr. 

. j that 
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that women, as well as men, drink brandy before their meals ; this is falfe. In Sweden, 
as in other countries, brandy is the beverage of none hut a certain clafs of females, and 
is not ufed in good company. 

The eftablilhed religion of Sweden is the confeffion of Augfbourg, without any vari- 
ation. ' All religions are tolerated freely. There are more than two thoufand catholics 
at Stockholm (where they have a church), and within the kingdom at leail fix thou- 
fand : many families are ellablilhed in Finland, and come to Stockholm once every 
year or two to fulfiF their duties. • 

We muil: mention the Skevikare-^ who inhabit the fmall illand, Wtrmchun, near 
Stockholm. I’hey are a remnant of thofe feAaries who, from a fcrupulofity of con- 
fcience, feceded from the Swedifli church in 1738. In the begiiining, as tiiey affected 
to continue public worffiip, the facraments, and particularly prielfs, they neceflarily drew 
upon thcmfclves a perfecution, which even extended to banifliing them the kingdom ; 
but in 1746 they were permitted to form an eflablilhment in the iflatul of Wermdceun, 
W'herc they bought the effate of Skei'ikf whence they are called Skei'ikarc. There i.s 
much whimficality in their do£lrine, but their lives are virtuous. 

The Swedes are better informed than the peojde of other nations : all the country 
people, without exception, know how to read ; hence Gullavus III. whom nothing 
efcaped, and who was reafonably apprehenfive of the effedl which news from France 
might have among them, forbid any notice, wdiether favourable or otherwife, of pur re- 
volution to be taken by the Swedilh Gazetteers ; he confidered he was rendering his 
fubjeds an effential fervice in keeping them entirely ignorant of the fubjeft. 

The code of laws now followed, were digefted in the reign of Frederic I. They are 
clear, wife, and precife : in civil a«Slions each party pays his own cofts, the lofer never 
being condemned with all coffs. The criminal laws are humane, as they ought to be in 
a country where great crimes are extremely uncommon. No perfon accufed can fuflfer 
death without confefling his crime. Criminals fentenced to die are beheaded. There 
is a latin tranffation of the Swedifli code of laws, in quarto. 

The preface of the law of Upland, ameliorated and publilhed by Birger, fon of Mag- 
nus, in 1 205, begins thus : 

“ God himfelf made the firft laws, and fent them to his people by his fervant Mofes, 
the firft great Judge of his people : fo, likewife, the powerful King of Sweden, and 
Gothia Byrghir, fon of King Magnus, fends this book of the precepts of Viger, and the 
laws of Upland, to all thofe dwelling between the fea, the river Soeva, CEudmorda (the 
northern foreft). 

“ Laws (hould be pronounced and executed fof the government of all, the rich as well 
as the poor ; to diftinguifli what is juft, and what unjuft. It ouglit to be obferved and 
pronounced for the protection of the poor j the peace of the wife ; it fliould exift for 
the benefit of the innocent and virtuous man, and as a bar to the criminal and wicked. 
The country ought to be governed by law, and not by violence ; for that country is al- 
ways in a good (late in whidh the laws are obferved ; if all men were juft there would 
be no need of laws. 

“ The firft inftitutor of thefe laws was Viger Spa (that is to fay the wife), a pagan in 
the time of paganifin; he was fent by King Ingiard. What we have found in his col- 
le^ion applicable to every body, we (hall tranferibe into this book ^ wiiat is not appli- 
cable, and too haiih, (ball omit: what was unknown to the pagans, that is to fay, chrif- 
tian and ecclcfiaftical laiw, we (hall add at the beginning of this book; and in this law 
(hall follow our anceftors, Eric the Holy, Byrghir Jart (that is to fay Duke Byrghir), 
and King Magnus : but. in what thereto is added or omitted, we (liall follow our own 
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mature deliberation, with that of our fenators, which all wife men will applaud : thfe is 
compofed for the ufe of all dwelling as we have defcribed. 

** This bonk of the law was made and written in the year from the birth of God 1 295 ; 
the learned lords who follow being prefent : — M. Andre, Provoft of Upfal ; M. Rceud- 
KceuldorlTon ; M. Bendifl-Bofon ; Ulvcr Lagmanflbn ; Hagbarder dc Suderby ; An- 
dre deForckarleby ; Thorften deSambran d’Atrundalande ; M. Philippe de Riineby ; 
Jlakan, the great provincial Judge j Efkil-Skiclghi, Sighurd the Judge ; Jowan Gafa- 
boghef de Ficdhundraland ; Ulver d’Oldmftum; Gotric and Ulridin, Judges ; befides 
thefe, the greater part of the learned of the three diflridls of Upland, as well judges as 
feudatories were fummoned, and all gave their confent to this law, which Byrger the 
. great judge caufed to be tranferibed in this book, according to the advice of all thofe 
before-mentioned. 

“ We, Byrghir, by the grace of God, King of Sweden and Gothia, falute all thofe 
who fliall fee this letter, with the falutation of God, and his own,” &c. 

N. B. It is difficult to tranflatc into the French language, and preferve the energy of 
the ancient Swedifh laws ; the Latin language is better adapted for expreffion ; add to 
which the language of thefe laws is widely different from that at prefent ufed in Swe- 
den, fo much fo that few of the learned arc able to comprehend and appreciate the va- 
lue of the words. 

Torture was abolilhed by Guffavus III. ; another benefit conferred on Sweden by this 
Prince. 

It does not form any part of our plan to fpeak at large of governments ; we Ihall 
only fay that the government of Sweden appears to us more perfeft, than thofe the mofl 
extolled, as to the manner in which the nation is reprefented at the diets ; the peafantry 
forms a fourth order in the Hate ; this is the only great country in Europe where the 
cultivator is looked upon as fomebody*. It might be poffible to correct fome abufes 
which exift in the mode of eleflion of the peafants, and the number of members at the 
diet, but here the adage may be applied; the bejl is Jiill a foe to good. The Swedes, con- 
tent with enjoying a conflitution preferable to that of other people, tolerate the fmall 
number of abufes by which it is accompanied ; they fear damaging the trunk in lopping 
the branches. The real, and poffibly the only abufe, in the Swedifh conflitution, is, 
that it is impoffible for the King to keep where he is placed by it ; but this is an evil 
without a remedy; the fovereign, in a monarchical and hereditary flate, muff neceffarily, 
in procefs of time, affume an afcendency over the other powers, of whatfoever deferip- 
tion they may bef. Wherefore, as this evil is infinitely fmaller than that of being go- 
verned by an eledive King, we prefer the Swedifh conflitution, which, we regard as 
being moll free from faults of any that we know. 

The taxes are numerous, and even burthenfome in the cities ; yet do they produce 
but an inconfiderable fum ; the total revenue of the flate not amounting to more than 
thirty-three millions of livres. 

Every poll under the government is liable to a certain tax, fuch perfons as hold fe- 
veral, pay but on one, but that is always the moll confiderabie. Thofe who have the 
title without being adually employed, pay double. 

* The fame praflicc exifts in the Tyrol, a fmall province belonging to the Emperor. In France’we 
conceived the people were reprefented by giving a double rcprefentaiion to the tier* Slot, a* if lawyers, doc- 
tots, and coffee-houfe politicians, were the people. What an abfurdity ! - * 

f If he does not alhime this afcendancy he will be overwhelmed ; there is for him no mean ; wherefore, 
in order to diftinguilh which of the two be preferable, let a look be call on the relative fituationsof England 
and FniBce. 
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The taxes confift i. of a perfona! tax; a. of an impoft on appointments, revenues, 
and funds producing income ; 3. a tax on wiiidcmrs, luxury, horfes, and carriages, fu- 
perduous fervants, nik furniture, gilding, and watches, (thefe latter taxes were laid on 
by the diet of 1789, and the others at the fame time encreafed ;) 4. on filk * drelTes, 
fnuf}', and tobacco, for the maintenance of the King's different palaces, the parliaments, 
and the fund of the college of phyficians. • 

There exifts a book on the impoftvS, granted by the dates at the diet of 1789 ; they 
were granted until the next feflions, without fixing any time. We are ignorant if that 
held at Oefle in 1792 has occafioned any change. 


Chap. XX. — Population. — Commerce. 

SWEDEN and Finland fill a large fpace of country ; neverthelefs, they contain no 
more than three millions of people. The nature of the foil frequently unfit for culti- 
vation ; its numerous forefi's, and the feverity of the climate in its northern parts, all 
concur to the want of population in Sweden. The frequent ufe of brandy, which we 
before have noticed, Is another caufe of diminifhing the number of its inhabitants, from 
the great number of viflims who die before they reach maturity, or who, if they live, 
remain in confcquence unfit for procreation. But this is a misfortune which we mull 
be fatisfied to lament ; we confider this fhocking habit too deeply rooted to allow of 
eradication ; it is too inveterate among the nations of the north. We have witneffed 
the diforders of which the populace were guilty, upon the King's prohibiting the peafan- 
try from difiilling their own brandy \ nobody can deny that bis motive was good, or 
that in a country in want of grain, it is abfurd to confume a part thereof in brandy ; ne- 
verthclcfs he could not fucceed, and has felt himfelf obliged to leave the abufe uncor- 
refted. 

The commerce of Sweden is very inconfiderable, and for fome years back has been in 
its dis-favour. Its articles of merchandize are iron, (the moft important,) copper, deals, 
pitch, herrings, allum, &c. The following tables will give a perfedl idea of the ftate 
of its trade. 

Its annual importation of raw and clayed fugars, amounts to from two to three mil- 
lion pounds weight ; the price regulated by the markets at Bourdeaux, as well as the 
the price of refined fugar by that of Hamburgh. 

One great abufe exifts in this country, which is the facility that bad-intentioned men 
have of becoming bankrupts ; his account once rendered, the infolvent gives himfelf 
no more uneafmefs ; it will readily be feen how difeoura^ng this muft be to a certain 
clafs of men, and for our parts we are at lofs to conceive how an abufe of fuch magni- 
tude can be fuifered any longer to cxift. 

* Tlic fumptuary laws forbid the weariniir of coloured filk, and are obferve d. The cnmtnuu drefs in filk 
ia black, with, in a court drefs, an addition of flame'^olourad filk banks. The fumptuary laws, with re> 
fpeft to the number of difiies allowed to be fervrd up at table, are Icfs rigoroufly regarded. We hare, 
bowerer, been prefent at entertainments at which they were obferved. 
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A general Account of the Nufnber of Ships 
Town, with their Tonnage as given 


belonging to each 
in 1787. 


Towns. 


Biocurnebqurg. 
Borgo, 
Braht?ftaclt, 
Bofludt, 

Cal mar, 
Carlfcrona, 
Carlrtiam, 
Chriftina'lladt, 
Chriflianftadt, 
Cembritiham, 
Ekinues, 
Engclliolm, 
Falkenberg, 
Goltciiburir, 
Gcflc, 

Gamla Carlcby, 

Halmlladt, 

Hfllingbourg, 

Helfingfors, 

Hudwickwall, 

Hernofaiid, 

Hallandflan, 

Jacob fladt, 

Kuiigheli, 

Kongbacka, 

K alien 

LandPrana, 

Louifa, 

Laholm, 

Malmoc, 

Marllrandg 

Nycarleby, 

Norkioeuping, 

Nykioeuping, 

Nyfladt, 

Poflcallawick, 

Piteo, 

Skanor, 

Stockholm, 

Stromlladt, 

Sundfwall, 

Socuderham, 

Torneo, 

Udde walla, 
U/coberg, 

Umei, 

Warberg, 

Wafa or Ka/lc, 

Wcfterwik, 

Wifby, 

Yftadt, 

Abo, 

CEurebro, 

CEuregrund, 

Oftammar, 
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Ine fummary Account of the Commerce of Sweden with the diflFerent 







Exports. 

'• T 

Imports. 


r* Fiench 

money 

H 


j In French 

money 24 1 


1 livres to t!ie Pound 


livres to the Pound 

* 

ilerlirig. 




ficrling. 


1 


I .ivres 

8011 s jL/en. 


l.lv res 

Sous 

Den. 

T '» France, 

10,986,791; 

1 1 

iO 

From Francti, 

7,706,781 

17 

10 

England, 

}<, 344 , 29 K 

0 

0 

E'ngland, 

Holland, 

3,081469 

0 

0 

Holland, 

2,394,602 

7 

6 

t. 693>376 

15 

2 

Spain, ^ 




Spain, 1 



Porui' ril. 5“ 

3,8.^6,T4i 


0 

} Portugal, > 

3 *tj 6 ,i 53 

17 

0 

) , 




Italy. 3 



Euffia, 

1 . V 40,04/0 

r 

3 

1 Rufiia, 

7,153,476 

10 

3 

D^nrn' 




1 Denmark, 1 



1 - • 

’"illu u!’«J 1 

10,608,993 

+ 

0 

j Poland, 1 

1 Pruilla, and | 

14.343,618 

7 

6 

' jr. "nan Vs J 




1 Germany, J 




iTotul vnhic of Ex-") 

37,360,875 



! Toi.^’ value of Im- 1 

37,134,876 



J '>01 ts fiom Sweden, j 

0 

7 

1 ports ill Sweden, j 

7 

_ll 


Balance of Trade between Sweden and ~*her Countries. 




l.ivies Sous 

Den. 

1 

1 l.Ivres 

Sous 

Den. 

France, 




Sweden exports . ./ovc her imports, 

3^280 017 

H 

0 

England, 




do. do. 

5,262,829 



Holland, 

Spain, 1 

1 



do. do. 

701,225 

12 

4 

Portugal, and 

Italy, J 

[ 



do. do. 

729,988 

0 

0 

Rulila, the imports cx- ] 
cted the exports by, J 
St. BartlK»lomevv, 
Denmark, 

[ 

JO 

6 

do. do. 


10 

0 

Poland, j 

PruiTia, and | 

Germany, j 

The Eall India Coi.i- | 


3./34.('- ,) 

1 

0 

i 




pany, j 

Proht of Ireiirht to 7 


1 3 JO 

1 

0 





the Swedes { 




From one foreign port to another, 

600,000 

0 

0 


i 




10,895,628 

16 

4 





Balance tothedifadvantage of Sweden, 

1.943 

7 

2 



12,907,572 3 

6 

• 

12,907,572 

3 

6 


Table 
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Table of Exports from Stockholm in the Years 1786, 

1790, and 1792. 

1 




1 1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

a in bars, 

183,942 Schip, 

j^Lifp. 

222,382 Schip. 

4 

liii'p. 

209,960 Schip, 

10 

Lifp. 

in fmall bars, flat, round, 

18,417 do. 

17 

do. 

19,290 do. 

1 

do. 

5,888 

do. 

7 

do. 

chors, 

194 do. 

4 

do. 

867 do. 

>3 

do. 

361 

do. 

2 

do. 

incd iron, 

35 do. 

16 

do. 

2 do. 

7 

do. 

39 

do. 



mon, 

4,226 do. 

H 

do. 

54 1 do. 


do, s 

4,017 

do. 

4 

do, 

1. 

273 do. 

2 

do. 

26 j do. 

6 

do. ! 





i iron, 

195 do. 

12 

do. 

207 do. 


do. 

739 

do. 

17 

do. 

11 plates, 

4,867 do. 

3 

do. 

4,144 do. 

4 

do. 

2,017 

do. 

1.? 

do. 

Is, . - ^ - 

48 1 do. 

6 

do. 

1 ,070 do. 

7 

do. 

760 

do. 

5 

do. 

iihed iron ware, 

439 rix-dol. 



241 rix-dol. 







A, 

4,232 fehip. 



2,948 fehip. 

11 

lifp. 

M »7 

do. 


do. 

ipcr, wrought, 

925 rix-doL 



61 rix-dol. 







i-elined or pure, 

2,574 fehip. 

2 

liTp. 

3,148 fehip. 

13 

1 . 3 ") 

do. 

16 

do. 

in plates or coined, 

1,109 do. 

9 

do. 

1,730 do. 

5 

do. 

108 

do, 

6 

• do. 

in flicets. 

248 do. 

11 

do. 

8^3 do. 

16 

do. 





fs. 

3,311 do. 

>4 

do. 

2,762 do. 

6 

do. 

96 

do. 

2 

do. 

im, 

1,876 do. 

5 

do. 

888 do. 

H 

do. 

1,556 

do. 

7 

do. { 

riol and copperas, 

62 1 do. 

6 

do. 

187 do. 

8 

do. 

419 

do. 




40,241 tons 






5 » 7 i 3 

do. 



r, - . 

232 barrels 



.169 barrels 







rrings and fardlncs, 

5,013 tons 



5,068 tons 



2,211 

tons 



rring oil, 







86 

do. 



:h, 

12,924 do. 



11,140 da. 



> 3 » 7.38 

do. 


1 

1 

i • • 

75,661 do. 



95,464 do. 



S 9479 

do. 



1 ochre. 

1,059 



1,800 fehip. 



1 613 fehip. 

17 lifp. 

ils, Icfs than i { inch thick, 











of I § inch. 




2,085 dozen 



21,113 

deals 



lefs than 2 inches thick, 

26,700 deals 










from 2 to 2 i do. 

348,744 do. 










3 inches do. 




6,172 do. 







lare timber and fpars. 

1,202 pieces 



386 pieces 



1,021 pieces 



)ilan bars, 

303 dozen 



136 dozen 







)k and globes, to the value of 

1,540 rix-dol. 



603 rix-dol. 






i 

niture, do. 

1,902 do. 



3, ->25 do. 






1 

ought filver, do. 

717 do. 



1,210 do. 







focco leather and (kins, do. 

14,011 do. 



8,907 do. 



1 




tches and clocks, do. 

1,045 










eri clothes, do. 

2,272 do. 










78 and faib, do. 




973 rix-dol, 







8 , • - 

174 tons 










i, • - ' 

1,367 cafes 










en, 




1,305 pieces 







apowder. 








barrels. 



ious merchandize, tp the value of 

9,315 rix-dol. 



3»6oo rix-dol. 








A Table 










5*7 


Portia's travels im Sweden. 


A Table of the Imports into Stockholm in the Years 

1786, 1790, 

and 1792. 1 



1786. 

2790. 

1792. 

Oats, 

tons 

5 .» 7 <S 

5.421 

328 

Whrat, 

do. 

47.437 

2 2.454 

* 3»947 

Barley, 

do. 

72.983 

64,768 

32>733 

Malt, 

do. 

31,106 

42.716 

43>i33 

Rye, 

do. 

192,530 

123,930 

59.689 

Peas, 

do. 

1.836 


2,001 

Grits, 

do. 

316 

258 

1 14 

Wheat flour. 

lifp. 

2.326 

34 

47 

Rye do. 

tons 

awms 

5 

34 

294 

Arrack, 

35 

63 

127 

357 

White thread ribbons. 

- 

397 

318 

Lead, 

fchip. 

897 

1.508 

444 

Litharge, 

lbs. 

7.291 

969 

1,896 

Pencils, to the value of 

rix-doL 

58 

149 

218 

Cotton, 

lbs. 

143.181 

163,159 

I95» 

Brandy, • • 

awms 

86 

4,614 

35* 

Cambric k. 

ells 

11,528 

16,255 

43.282 

Ducats, 


2,000 

^>554 

750 

Cabillao, 

tons 

37 

67 

19 

Dried cod, 

fchip. 

4.942 

4>i^7 

*p 503 

do. dried differently. 

do. 

43 

39 

7 

Ling, 

do. 

822 

1,012 

745 

Herrings, 

tons 

2,111 

2,216 

4,800 

Dried fifh, 

do. 

20 

3 

10 

Stockfifli, 

do. 

352 

338 

196 

Whalebone, 

lbs. 

2.449 

3.217 

Feathers, 

do. 

140 

44 

337 

Sweet oranges. 

No. 

20,140 

31,460 

1 24,550 

Lemons, * 

do. 

206,437 

342,909 

337,662 

Seville Oranges, 

do. 

20,890 

22,595 

42,630 

Apples, 

tons 

846 

521 

2,059 

Alum, 

lifp. 

94 

68 

88 

Pruflian blue. 

lbs. 

99 

192 

Other blue. 

do. 

3.762 

7,982 

10,076 

Cerufe, 

do. 

111,396 

142,728 

120,879 

Brazil wood, 

do. 

*33.481 

74,488 

219,159 

Cennabar, 

do. 

2,216 

1,811 

1,864 

Cocheneal 

do. 

4.057 

3.250 

5.788 

Pernambuco wood, - - 

do. 

55.567 

26,066 

48,738 

Gallnuts, » 

do. 

7.589 

21,657 

Sh^Si 

Gum, 

rix-dol. 

3.694 

3.179 

2.325 

Indigo, 

lbs. 

39 .* 3 « 

*5.819 

58.549 

Colours, 

Carding machines, 

do. 

rix-dol. 

57.309 

39.909 

i6i 

63,303 

Red chalk. 

lbs. 

2.377 

773 

1.969 > 

White do. 

tons 

324 

525 

560 

Vermillion, 

lbs. • 

6,041 

• 367 

9.950 

Roiicou, a perfumed cake from Cayenne, 

rix«dol. 

786 

651 

2.703 

Potafh, 

lbs. 

2,610 

5.594 

Sandal wood. 

rix*dol. 

559 

476 

942 ' 

Shumuck, 

lbs. 

J 1.077 

3.900 

26446 

Verdigreafe, « 

do. 

77* 

1,859 

4,465 ' 

Umber (colmjir). 

do. 

vil 

522. 

774 

Vauy (do.) ' - 

do. 

609 

430 

290 


Table 
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Table-continued. j 

Vitriol, . - lbs 

Soap, • - . do. 

Plants for extradlion of colour, rix-clol. 

Colours, - - lbs. 

Ye low colour, - - do. 

Cnlamiiiaris, - ► rix-dol. 

White cotton thread - - lbs 

Red do. - - flo I 

Horfc-Iiair do. - - do. 

Coarfc thread, - - do. 

Dutch do. - - do. 

PlaiilcT, - - Ions 

Guinea cloths, - - ells 

Pearl barley, - - lbs. 

Rice, - - - do. 

Sago, - - - do 

Hemp, - - fcliip. 

' Colopbaiiinm, - - lifp. 

• Ox hides, - - rlx-dol. 

: Flax, - - • Ichip 

I Hards of hemp, flax, &c. - do. 

Linen cloth, « - ells 

Sole leather, - • lbs. 

Upper leather, - - do. 

Mineral waters in {lone bottles, 

in glafs do. 

Muflin, - - * ells 

Olive oil, - • cans 

Hemp oil, . - - awms 

Linfeed and turnip oil, - d<j. 

Oil of turpentine, - - lbs. 

lilue paper, - - reani-s 

j Brown do. - - do 

1 Grey do. - - do. 

Writing pajier, coarfe, - do- 

grey, finer, - do. 

large, white, - do. 

Pafteboard, - rix^dol. 

Paper vellum, - - reams 

letter, - - do. 

royal, - - do 

common writing, - do. 

printing, - - do. 

’ Furs, - - - rix-dol. 

China ware, - do. 

Quickfilver, - - lbs 

Salt, • • - - * tons 

Silk gauzes, - * ells 

Silks, - - • rix-dol. 

Silk, Bologna, - • do. 

flowered, ► - lbs 

fpun, « - do. 

Coin, • - - rix-dol. 

Anife, - - .. lbs. 

Anchovies, . - do. 

Borax, - - do. 

1786. 

1790. 

1792, 

SI 

37.634 

269 

24-339 

3,406 

551 

20,572 

8,120 

27.3*15 

4«7 

598 

216,215 

614 

84,260 

4364 
6.3 3 •» 

5«7 

8,814 

2,299 

676 

890 

1 18,504 
5«7 

17.274 

14.202 

8,167 

1 1,426 
91. > 
777 

2f>0 

167 

341 

^>334 

3‘'> 

76 

486 

339 
1,268 - 
24 

3.376 

ly? 

7.095 

596 

925 

”4.554 

15,909 
34,092 
20,385 
7H 
’3-440 
20,97 J 
28,105 
4.”6 
1.122 1 

98 

60,624 

1,324 

13*532 

13.176 

4.925 

’ 5 . 144 

5,601 

.17,08 I 
942 
45 

253,2.5s 

^*935 

86,098 

3,620 

4.655 

255 

5.639 

’■563 

3114 

752,92c 

164,462 

516 

16,956 

12.177 
7*752 

9,107 

116 

536 

6,399 

43 ' 

! *'3 

j 256 

, I, coo 

i *0 

icY) 

55 

48 

1,115 

45 

3 . 44 « 

165 

5,868 

789 

• 3*^50 

107,713 
651 

963 

13.909 

735 

3.703 

? 0,000 

'7.057 

3.063 

467 

433 ' 
75.666 
645 
41,969 
31.063 
3.'72 
27,012 
10,446 

3 '.448 

l,2oS 

548 

59-134 j 
623 ; 
185,864 i 
6,548 1 
4.895 1 
208 1 

33.625 

2,889 i 

244 ! 

626 i 
237.'07 , 
3.052 
21,876 

J 6,988 

55 » 2 I 5 

23.783 

55 

676 

j 20,970 

354 

1 156 

1 630 

2,574 

126 

1 16 
212 
70 
1,604 
121 
■5,902 
600. 
8,160 
2,255 
i» 9 q 8 
158,646 
25.072 • 
777 

24.554 

9,028 

9.616 

27,192 

5.358 

869 
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I'able— -pontinued. , 

1 

1 

French plumbs, - - llis. 

Ci'rnpbor, - - eU.». 

Miljit, - - - do. 

Ch.nair.oii, - - do. 

(Vroi, - - - do. 

Cofiic, - * - - do. 

Capers, - - - do. 

Cardamom, - - do. 

Prune-, • - do. 

CliocoI::tt‘, . • do. 

Femon juice, - - cans 

Citron, candied, - - lbs. 

CiiTrai.ts, - . do. 

Feni;e\ - - - do. 

Figs, . - . do. 

Ginger, - - do, 

I.<aurel berries, - - do. 

leaves, - - do- 

I^iquorice, - - do. 

ScMMjted waters, - - rix-dol. 

•^Imoiids, - - lbs. 

Nutmegs, - • do 

Mace, - - - do. 

Cloves, . • , do. 

Suttin, - - - ells 

Olives, - ^ • cans 

Pepper, - . lbs. 

Orange peel, - • do. 

Raifoiis, • « do. 

Saffron, - - do. 

Milliard, • - tons 

Senna, - ^ - lbs. 

Plumbs, • • do. 

Turpentine, - - do 

Glafles, - - rix-dol. 

Looking- glaffes, - • do. 

Tin-leat for glares, - ll)s. 

Spirits of wine, - • awms 

Charcoal, * • tons 

Fiddle llrings, • r rix-dol. 

Sugar, raw, - - lbs. 

clayed, - - do. 

Bridles, - - lifp. 

Tin, - - - fchip. 

Tobacco leaf, - - lbs. 

manufa6lured, - do 

Dutch, - - do, 

.Wool, - - ^ - lifp 

Spanidi. - - do. 

Bacon (dafk), - . fchip. 

Salted meat (kyott), • tons' 

Butter, ' . . fchip. 

Cheefe, - . do. 

Tallow, - . do. 

Wax, . • - lbs. 

Wax lights, . - do. 

1 ^ 7 ^^- 

♦ 

1790. j 1792. 

4.522 

J ,120 

8,031 

».536 

1,26.1,298 

2,012 

432 

26,591 

427 

2.65S 

636 

15,283 

16,859 

150,967 

3^*775 

5 >i 5 o 

3,502 

33 ^ 2 ^*^ 

508 

^ 3^47 2 
896 
527 
429 

765 

28,502 

32,967 

505,072 

195 

72 

1,402 

373 > 6 o<> 

20,291 

347 

2,074 

8o2 

486 

14*227 

yo 

1,114,587 

1,210,951 

1,948 

154 

2,208 

39 * 

x6>938 

i> 4*6 

LSI 

*55 

• 18 

222i 

I, ICO 
21,847 
10,592 ^ 

3,586 

J .774 

7,108 

3 

8,702 

1,044,426 

*.375 

2S)i 

13,006 

248 

5*507 

25,402 

2,928 

193 * 9^9 

32,412 

811 

*^? 3 .S 

41,448 

836 

65.756 

459 

346 

210 

5*7 

18,608 

64,518 

687,063 

306 

79 

1,584 

388,960 

8,800 

236 

844 

377 

oJi 

107 

1406,705 

938.367 

».593 

136 

354.50' 

548 
. 668 
22,647 

260 

4,650 

810I 

473 

3 ,i 881 

7 » 4 l 

2.728 

16,776 

I, 588 

J. 923 

12,225 

66 

988 

927,926 

2,304 

457 

27,052 

4.50 

3.93 » 

549 
8.333 
12,045 
146 082 
20,467 
2,786 
1,690 
80,0^4 
1*353 
94*159 
474 
196 

339 

*17*443 

811 

22,848 

65,310 

217*731 

331 

74 

929 

471*174 

7*343 

510 

7 * 3^6 

«73 

10 

2**174 

5 . 3 * 

1,665,774 

1,123,110 

2,849 

i6i 

403*041 

1,768 

469 

13,796 

2,079 ^ 

43 '^ 

367 

107 

3 .a 75 

1.563 

1,144 

20,159 


3 V 
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Table — continued . 





1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

French wines, 

, 

- awms 

5^150 

5*376 

5.661 

Rhenifli and Mofelle 

wine.s, 

- do. 

J94 

191 

346 

Spanifhand Portuguefe do. 

do. 

162 

230! 

118 

Vinegar, 

- 

. rix-dol. 

179 

1,177^ 

55 

Drugs, 


- lbs. 



1.124 

Books, 


- rix-dol. 


’*955 

6,863 

Porter, 


cans 


3 > 3>^2 

5433 

Lemon peel. 

- 

lbs. 


1,886 


Flints, 

- 

• pieces 


232,000 

209.000 

Diftilled oils. 

. 

- lbs. 


292 


Sugar in loaves, 

- 

do. 


I 86,05 * 

202,113 

Antimony, 

- 

do. 



4,400 

Oil of vitriol. 

. - 

do. 

1 




Chap. XX.— Trade in Iron^ Steely Copper., Bra/s, — Money, Weights, and Mca~ 

fares of Sweden. 

IRON is the moft important branch of Swedifli commerce, its exports thereof 
amounting to three hundred thoufand fchippunds, at the fmalleft computation, being 
about three-fourths of the annual produaion of the mines. 

The iron warehoufe at Stockholm is fituated near the fouthern flood-gates, where 
the communication takes place between the lake Mccler and the fea it is an immenic 
building, as may readily be imagined when remembered, that all the iron embarked at 
Stockholm is depofited there. Perlbns finding themfelves prelfed for money, can bor- 
row of the bank upon their iron ; the bars pledged are, on luch occafions, tied together 
with a firing, which is fealed, and cannot be removed until difengaged by repayment. 


Statement of fuch forges as work fifteen hundred fchippunds of iron and upwards. 


Places or names of the forges. 


Quantity 
worked in 
fchippunds. 


Quality. 


No. of 
hammers.! 


Proprietors. 


Axmar in Gellricia, 

1,500 

Malenglbo in Dalecarlia, 

1,500 

Bakhammar in Weftmania, 

i >750 

Boggo ip Weftmania, 

2,127 

Forfbackain Geftricia, 

1,600 

Wcllenfberg in Nericia, 

1,800 

Watolma in Upland, 

2,000 

Byorkborn 1 

and f in Vermcland, 

2,070 

Bocufers, j 

Lafena, Nericia, 

1,748 ' 

Gammelbo in Weftmania, 

2.875 

Wirlbo, idem. 

1.725 

Larfbo in Dalecarlia, 

2,200 

Engellberg in Weftmania, 

1.539 

Forlmark in Upland, 

a >«75 

Maroker in Helfingia, 

2,475 


good, 

do. 

good and inferior, 
inferior, 
do. 
good, 
do. 

iftferior, breaks when hot, 

good, 

inferior, 

good, 

inlerior, 

good, 

do. 

breaks when hot. 


2 Beppen and Schinkcll, 

2 Madame Ehrenliielm. 

2 Jacob Romfcll. 

3 Madame Byuggreii. 

2 M. Nordin. 

2 M. E. HofFftcii. 

3 Count Brahe. 


3 


M. Robfamfon. 


2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

4 
3 


M. HauflolT. 
Heiknfclioculds. 
Baron Silvcrfclioeuld. 
Terfrneden. 
Sccuderhiclm* 

Upla. 

Werenberg. 


Tabic 
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Table — continued. 



Places or names of the forges. 

Quantity 
worked in 
fchi])piinds. 

Quality. 

No. of 
hammers 

Proprietors. 

Graiiingc in ngermania, 

2,000 

inferior, breaks when hot, 

3 

Claffoiis. 

Giino, 1 





Romocus, > Upland, • 

. 2.87s 

good and very good, 

7 

Lcfcbvre. 

Robersfors, J 




I'iiioker in Wcllmauia, 


good, 

.3 

The family of Ferfcii. 

Kill lafors, Hcl ii ngia, 

2,000 

inferior, 

.3 

M. Setons. 

Gravendahl, Dalocarlia, 

2450 

1 

4 

I’iie family of Graves. 

Lfcfra^ Upland^ 

9 to j 0,000 

0 

0 

6 

Charles de Geer. 

Halb’efors in Nericia, 

^725 

good, very good, 
inferior, 

2 

Senior Falkenberffs. 

CL li llerby, U pland, 

5 to C),boo 

4 

Olrill. 

Locgdocu and Logfors, Mod. 

1,52; 

do. 

2 

M. Kraps 

OloFsfors, Angcrmania, 

2,006 

do. 

3 

Paulii and SinarGciis. 

Koikis, Finland, 

Oknby, Upland, 

1,500 

good, 

2 

Haflelgrenar. 

2,000 

inferior, 

3 

Ch. de Geer. 

Paulillrccum, Smaland, 

2,400 

good. 

4 

Peklius. 

Romnees, Weftinania, 

2,025 

breaks when hot, 

3 

Samderhiclm. 

RtM-nihainmar, do. 

1,950 

inferior, 

2 

Jiiliu Sell cc aids. 

Longwind, Hclfingia, 

1,600 

good, 

inferior, 

2 

Stokenllrcciim. 

Sebebo, Upland, 

2,275 

3 

Arvedfon. 

Ncklitcii, Geflricia, 

j,6oo 

good. 

2 

Ch. Cedcrilrocum. 

Stromberg and Ulfors, Upl. 

0 vn 
0 

do. 

4 

Ch. de Geer. 

Hanigbo, Geftricia, 

infen’or. 

2 

Hyertas. 

Woxna, Helfingia, 

J ,900 

good, 

3 

Muller. 

Krakfors, Nt*ricia, 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Falcker. 

Suderfors, Upland, 

J ,840 

veiy good, 

5 

Grill. 

Ciyliiigc, Gcllricia, 

1,800 

good. 

2 

Wittfohls. 

FtM iia, Weft mania, 

2,400 

inferior, 

4 

Rumfell. 

Tolfors, Crcftricia, 

i,8oo 

good, 

inferior. 

2 

Socuderhiclmi 

Finipiug, Ollrogolhia, 
LooiJvicka, Dalccarlia, 
liargs, Upland, 

1,8 lb 

4 

J. J. de Geer. 

2,400 

do. 

3 

Ledcrereut/.. 

3,400 

good, 

2 

Earoii Oxenllicrn. 


There are altogether two hundred and ninety-nine large 
forges, which furnilh - - 227,507 fchippunds, 

Befides ninety-two fmaller ones, belonging to focieties of 
peafants, which furnilh - - *8,236 do. 

Making a total of - - 245,743 do. 

Thefe eftablilhments keep three hundred and feventy-three hammers at work ; in 
addition to thefe are twelve others of no great confcquence, the hammers in which or 
produce are not marked. 

It is to be obferved, thlr this ftatement accounts for no more than fuch iron as is 
brought for Ihipment to Stockholm ; to this amount, therefore, will be to be added 
that of the lliipments from other ports, as Gcfle, Gbitenburg, &c. and that of the fol- 
lowing tables. 

Note. The quantity of iron defignated is that which is allowed to be forged, the pro- 
prietors, owing to a fcarcity of wood and coal, not being allowed to exceed the limited 
quantity. With refped to fteel there are not the fame preferiptions, wherefore the 
quantity wrought will not be condantly the &ine as that inferted in the table. 

S'*** Forges 
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Forges for fteel. 

Hundreds of 
packages and cafes. 

Proprietor's names. 

Nyquam in Sudermania, 

RockOiolm, Weftmaiiia, 

Ferna, do. 

Carigudafstadty Sudermania» 

SkippfUiy do. 

Wijk and Wilmanfliytta, Dalecarlia, 
Graningo, Angermania, 

Wirfl)oda, Nericia, 

Hellefors, Weftmania, 

Remmens, Vermeknd, 

Schifehyttan, Weftmania, 

Gravendahl, Dalecarlia, 

Brcnningc, Sudermania, 

Okerhy, Upland, 

QEufterby, do. 

Doringficeu, Dalecarlia, 

Wedevog, Weftmania, 

1,000 to 1,200 

5 to 6oo 
1,000 to 1,200 
1,500 to 2,000 

4 to 500 

Baron Leyonhufvied. 
Holmgren. 

Rumfell. 

Rothofs. 

Vahrendorf. 

Greiff. 

ClafTons. 

Robfain. 

Heikenfchceulds. 

Mynnan. 

Ornfchoeuld. 

The family of Graves. 

Poll. 

Chevalier de Geer. 

Grill. 

Vahrendorf. 

Ha'lcncrcutz. 


Forges of iron plates. 


Schippuiids. 


Proprietors' names. 


Rackhainmar, Weftmania, 

from 4 to 500 

Roflceftiolm, do. 

250 to 300 

Wedevog, do. 

3 to 400 

Ferna, do. 

2 50 to 300 

Carlholin, Upland, 

3 to 400 

Mariefors, W eft rogot hia, 

100 to 150 

Sathers, Dalecarlia, 

3 to 400 

Skinll<attcberg, Weftmania, 

4 to 500 

Garphyttan, Nericia, 

250 to 300 

Gravendahl, Dalecarlia, 

2 to 300 

Hellefors, Weftmania, 

2 to 300 

Clunefors, Nericia, 

2 to 300 

Kiazllfall, Weftrogothia, 

150 to 200 

Frowinedra, Weftmania, 

I 50 to 200 

Frowi Oifra, do. 

2 to 300 

Giflarbo OfFra, do. 

150 to 200 

Boxholm, Oftrogothia, 

200 to 300 

Oloffsfors, Aiigcrinaiiia, 

200 to 3&O 

Jaders, Weftmanfa, 

100 to 150 


Schulzenhani. 

Holmgren. 

Hallencreutz. 

Ramfcll. 

Chevalier de Geer, 
Beckman. 

Malinften. 

Hifings. 

Uggla. 

Family of Graves. 

Heikenfchoculds. 

Effen. 

Count de Hordt. 
Dahlrnan. 

Fock. 

Ornfchoeuld. 

Baren. 

Paulii and Smareus. 
Maiincrllrole. 


Brals manufadtories. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors* names. 

Skiiltuna, Weftmania, 

Biurfors, do. 

Nykoping, Sudermania, 

Gufum, Oftn)gothia, 

jilius^ • 

Norkiceuping, do. 

6 to 700 

5 to 600 
280 to 300 
400 to 450 
400 to 450 j 
900 to 1 ,000 1 

Adlervall. 

VahrendorlF. 

Syqcuberg. 

Spalfciicreutz. 

'VVefterberg. 

Pafeh. 


Manufadlories. 

. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors. 

F-igerwick, Nyland, 

Dylta, Nericia, * 

Dylta, do. 

Fahlun, Dalecarlia, 
vXiOBufver, Smaland, 

Kafvelos, Weftrogothia, 

Andrartim, Scania, 

Helierum, Smaland, 

Garphyttan, Nericia, 

fulphur, 

' vitriol, 

allum. 

250 to 300 

5 to 600 

5 to 600 
1,000 to 1,500 

5 to 600 

2 to 300 

4 to 500 
900 to 1,000 

Hillngers. 

Okerhielm. 

Do. 

Gahn and Hermelin. 

Bufeh. 

Baron Manercrcutz. 

Count Piper. 

Cederbaum. 

Uggla. 
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^ Duties payable by the buyer at the iron warehoufe, per fchippund, on the 

articles before mentioned; on 

. 

Schillings. 

Roundll. 

Iron in bars, — — — 

2 

7 

in lots or packages, 

5 

1 

in thick iheets, . — 

6 

1 

in common do. — — 

9 

3 

Breenhohl fteel in packages or cafes, — 

lO 

1 

Garf fteel, do. ■ — - 

i6 

9 

Nails of 2 inches length, — — 

II 

I 1 

3 inches, — — - 

lO 

7 

5’ do. 

9 

3 

7, and upwards, ~ 

7 

11 

Iron tinned and manuiadured, — 

5 

1 I 

Caft iron or lead, — 

2 

1 t 

Iron cannon, — — 

2 

s 

Copper, red, yellow, or compofed metal. 

4 

8 

Sulphur, vitriol, and allum, — — - 

2 

II 

Anchors, — - — — 

1 

6 


SwediJ}) Currency* 


Gold Money. 

The Adolphus, «— 

Ducat, — 

Old Ducat, — 

Value in the Country. 

\ Purity. 

Rix duL Schil. 

1 lO 

Carats Grs, 1 

23 3 

22 0 

Silver Money. 



The Dollar, or filver crown. 

1 


Dollar, or copper crown. 

3 to the dollar. 

Silver mark, Swedilh mark. 

4 


Copper mark, — - 

12 


Siklar, Slautar, Styfver, » 



CEr Sylber, S 



CEer Kypfer, or copper oer, i 

o6 


Rundftiick, 1 



1 CErleigs, — 

128 


Pfenninns, «— 

768 


Other Money. 

Value in rundlliicks. 

French 



Denitrsi Grains. 

The double fchlaiKen, ftyfer. 

6 

• 

Silver ftyfer, 

9 


Carolin, •— 

7S 

8 

Dollar Carolin or double Carolin, 



Plotte, Bank dollar. 

* 193 


Dollar in fpecie, rix-dollar, 

266' 

10 

Ducatoon,* — 

300 

ii 
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Currency of Swedijh Pomerama. 

The gold Adolphus, — • 

Value in the Couniry, J’urity 

kix-uol. Carats. Grains. 

5 

Rix-dollar, — 

I 

Florin of the Empire, 

I ^ to the do. rix-dol. 

Florin of Pomerania, 

3 to do. 

Swedifh mark, — i 

6 

Grofehen, 

24 

Schclling, — 

48 

Selling, — - 

96 

Altinwiten, 

192 

Pfinnings, — 

576 


Value in French and EngliJIj Money. 


The golden ducat, 

French Money. 

JLiv. Sous. 

— ■ 11 10 

Sterling. 

d. 

097 

Rix-dollar, — 

* *s 

0 4 91 

Plotte, — 

— I i8| 

0 I 

Silver dollar. 

— 0 194 

0 0 9f 

Schilling, — 

— 0 28 den. 

0 0 !■- 


The ton of gold is 1 00,000 filver dollars, clofe upon 4000I. fter.: viz. 39931. is. i^d. 

The rix- dollar is worth 3 plottes; 6 filver dollars ; 18 copper dollars; 48 fchil- 
lings, and 1 92 (livers. 

Weighty Value, and AJftze of Gold and Silver, according to Ordonnancc. 

The mark for the affize of gold is divided into 24 carats, the carats into 1 2 grains. 

The mark for the aflize of filver is divided into 16 loths, each loth into 18 grains. 

Wrought filver Ihould be 1 3 loths and a quarter fine, but an allowance on aifaying is 
made of one eighth part of a loth. ' 

The mark of gold and filver is moreover compofed of 1 6 loths, 64 quintins, or 
4284 afies. 

The ordonnancc of 1664, which regulated the weight of coins, is flillobferved ; ac- 
cording to this, one mark of gold makes 62 ducats, and of filver, five rix-dollars and 
one fifth, which is 15 loths 2 grains each ; anfwering, according to Tillet and Cateau, 
to 3 ounces 5 grofs 1 o grains French weight. Cantzlcr quotes ordonnances with re- 
fpeft to coin, as far down as to 1706, beginning with 1594. Within that interval no 
alteration had been made in the (tandard for filver coin. 

According to Cateau, eight rix-dollars are made from one mark of filver, of the 
fiandard of 14 loths i grain. He dates he omitted fraflions. , 

The fiandard of the ordonnance correfponds with 10 deniers 13 grains French. 
From authentic experiments made at Paris, the Swcdilli rix dollar weighs 540 grains, 
and is of the fiandard of 10 deniers 10 grains. The ducat weighs 65 grains, and its 
fiandard is 234-1 carats. 

The common money is after the rate of 50 rix-dollars per fchipund of 272 pounds. 

Ever fince 1745, copper fheets have not been current as money ; this currency has 

become rare even, and it is now almoft impoflible to procure colleilions of it for the 

CKbinets of the curious. . 

1 hole 


7 
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Thefe flieets were made of a very foft and highly mdleable copper, in the ihape of a 
long fquare, and about as thick as three half crowns laid together, and ^ere marked at 
the four corners with the arms of Sweden ; in the middle the value was (lamped. 
Thofe which were current for a rix-dollar, weighed five pounds and a half. 

180 dollars Jilbermunt, or 540 dollars koppermuntf in (heets of the value of 4 dollars 
to half a dollar or from 1 2 dollars koppermunt^ were made from a fchippund 

of 320 pounds provifion weight. 900 dollars of copper money (lamped and rimmed, 
of from 6 oers to half an oeer keppermunt^ from one fchippund of copper, provilion 
weight. 

The ftandard of the pieces of one ceer, is 2 den. 8 grs. 

of thofe — of four cers, ~ 3 18 

of thofe from 5 to 10, — 5 8 

In tyiC, pieces of five and fix oers were coined much inferior to the ftandard of the 
coins before mentioned. 

ImpreJJions. 

The golden ducat has the King’s head on one fide with his name in latin, and this 
legend : D. G. Riix Sueci.® ; on the other a circular fliield, the ground azure, with 
three golden crowns furrounded by the chain of the order of the Seraphim, and this 
legend : FADiikNESLANDEV. The date is under the (liield, and is divided by the crofs 
of the order which alfo diljoins thefe two letters O L diftinguKhed above the date. 

The impreflion on the rix-dollars, plottcs, and double plottes is fimilar to that on the 
ducats, except that on the field of, the reverfe, the value for which they are current is 
(tamped, and on the rim is feen this legend : Ne ladar avaris manibus. The fmaller 
filver pieces have the initial of the Sovereign on one fide, and within his didinguilhing 
cypher with the fingle word ; Tackrncjlandct ; on the oppofite fide they have the fame 
(liield as the ducats, but without the chain. On the right of the field the value is 
(lamped, and R. O. M. on the left, in a line with the figures. 

'I'he copper coins have an argent (hield with three bars undulated with azure, a lion 
crowned, with his throat ftrongly marked, and an abridged legend compofed of the ini- 
tial of the Sovereign with hi.s diftingui(hing cypher, and S. G. V. R. The three 
crowns which form the arms of Sweden, arc placed one on the dexter fide, the other on 
the finiftcr, and the third at the bottom of the (liield. On the other fide are two ar- 
rows making a St. Andrew’s Crofs, with the crown of Sweden, the date and a mark 
exprcllive of the value. Late coins have a chain round the rim. The rundftiick has 
three crowns on one fide, and above them G. R. S., below is the date ; on the other 
fide is a (liield with two arrows forming a St. Andrew’s crofs; on the right of the (hield is 
figure of i. and the letter K., on the left the two letters O. R., below which M. is placed. 

Obfervations. 

'J'he Swedilh coins are generally well ftruck, particularly thofe of gold and filver. 
Little fpecie of the coinage oT the country is feen i:i circulation, but a number of Dutch 
ducats. They are exchanged at par for thofe of Sweden, notwithftanding the Dutch 
ducat be only 23 carats 5 grains fine. Somewhat more of tiic filver coin is in circula- 
tion ; thfey, as well as thofe of gold are (lamped with the great. (I nicety, and in confe- 
quence are in high eftimation ; the exportation of them is rigidly prohibited, as well as 
the copper coinage, which offers a gain of 30 per cent. 

There is no fixed relation of value between gold and filver in Sweden. In 1755, 
the proportion was 1 to 18, which is difficult to believe; in Swedilh Pomerania it is 

1 to 
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I to 16. The Swedifh rix-dollar, although it have the advantage in purity over that of 
Holland by one grain as well as that of Hamburgh, is yet exchanged with both at par. 

There is regularly but one mint in Sweden, which is at Stockholm: althoupii in 
Dalccarlia there be a copper coinage on which the arms ot' the province are Itampcxi, 
and which has currency throughout that countr)’ audits neighbourhood. 

The accounts of the crown are kept in dollars jilbennunt, as are accounts in general 
in Sci'nia, Hr.lland, Bieking, and Gottenburgh; in thefe parts moll payments are 
in paper. Bank notes arc confid^red as calh, and are even frequently taken with gteaif r 
avidity. . The paper of t! c States, particularly that ot Finland receiitly ca’led in, are at 
a fmallcr or greater difeount acconiing to circumllances. Merchants keep their ac- 
counts in dollars and cers. The fchelling or fcaiing is an imaginary money, 48 of w iiich 
go to the dollar. 

Although the exchange between Sweden and other countries varies according to the 
balance of trade, by the ordonnance of 1776 the courfe was fixed as under. 


On Amltcrdam, 
Copenhagen, 
Spain, 
Hamburgh, 
Lilbon, 
London, 
Paris, 
StralWd, 


45 fchillings per rix-dollar current. 

100 rix-doHars fpecie per 1 20 rix-dollars current. 

41 fchillings per ducat of exchange. . 

4 ichillings per rix-dollar banco. 

22 fchillings per crufado of 400 ries, 

4 rix-dollars 15 fchillings per pound fterling. 

25 Ichillings per Ecu de 60 fous Tournois. 

100 rix-dollars fpecie per 132 rix-dollars of Pomerania 


ExtraSl of the Royal Ordonnance relative to Money ^ of the 2 yth November, 1776. 

No one whatfoever fliall be obliged, in payments above the value of a rix-dollar, to 
receive a larger quantity of fmall copper coin at one time than half a rix-di)ilar. 

Gold coins being requifite for the convenience of trade, Swedilh ducats as well as 
thofe of Holland, of full weight, and with a chain round the ridge, (hall be recf ivcd in 
circulation in concurrence with the rix-dollar at the rate of 94 fkillings or 1 rix-dollar 
46 IkUlings; which in currency amounts at the period of the date of this to 35 dollars 
8 oers in copper money, or 1 1 dollars 24 cers Jilbennunt. 

All purchafes, fales, and tranfaftions of every defeription regarding money, and ut ing 
in writing, {hall be ftipulated from the commencement of the enfuing year in rix-ciid.ars, 
and in deHult of compliance with this ordonnance, (hall be deemed illegal. 


Weights of Sweden and Stralfund. 
The Skolpfund is 1 lb. which is divided into 
32 ■— Loths, 

96 — Quintins, 

1)2 — - — Dragmes, 

and 1848^ — , — Afles. • 


The four weights ufed in trade contain ' — AlTes. 

The weight for provifions. ' F/g/. — — - 8848. 

Mark, miner’s weight. , Bergverkfvigt. — •- 7221 

Mark, Flat country or Town weight. Lund och Stadts vigt. 7078 
Pound, Apothecaries* weight, •— . — - 7416 

TheStoi, — — — — 32 lbs. 

Lifpund, 20 


% 


i6Lif- 
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1$ Lifpunde a Jiaple fchippund, ao lifpunds a fchippund. The fchippund of Stral- 
fund, commercial weight, is ac lifpunds or 280'lbs. ; the centner, 8 lifpunds or 1 la lbs. ; 
tee ften, t o lbs. In grocers’ and other, (hops, a weight is ufed gy per cent, lighter than 
that ufed in trade, fpoken of higher up. 

The Swedifli at correfponds exactly with the as Troy of Holland. 

The pound *, oxjkolpfund weighs 1 mark 7 outlces 7 grains, 8 grains poid de mare 
French. 


Dry Meafurcs, 


+ The Ttmna or ton contains 
Spanns, — 

Half fpanns, — 

Fierdings or Vierjtels, 
Koppars, — 

, Kannc, — 

Stoppe, — 

Owarter, 

Jungfre cert, — 


Value in the Country. Cubic French inchey. 

— 7386 


4 

8 

32 

56 

112 

448 

1792 


231 

*32 


The ordinary laft, ^ 

Laft or ton of 1000 herrings, > 

— of foreign beer, j 

— • of tar, pitch, whde oil, afbes, 

of Spaniih or French fait, — 
— Hemp, flax, cordage, hops, tallow. 

The barrel of malt, — — • 

of fait and lime, •— 

Ton of wheat rye, barley, oats and peas. 


Meafures for Dry Goods. 

Value in the Country. French cubic ipchei 


12 tons. 

13 tons. 

18 tons. 

220 lifpunds. 
Kannes. 

66 

.59 

63 


8 , 77 * 

7848 

1210 


tain 


100 lb*. Swedifli weight i8 equal to 93 lbs. 7 otinccs RngUfli. The Englilh pounds confequently con- 
9^23 afTes feri^ of Swedifli weight, and is heavier tlian the Swedifli if^the proportion of 320 to 
^J'hc ftaplc fchippund weighs tbere^ “ ' “ ‘ 


I'Hve fchippund (of 20 lifpunds}, 
TlicUfpund, 

The ftopfuii\i, 


! of Avoirdupois weight Englim, 299 lbs. 

i8f J Ibt. 
14 Ot. 


f Redudion juf the table of meafures of capacity to Engiffli meafure, computing 7386 ^French inchei to 
die tuiuia, and the French foo^ to be to the Engiiih as 1068 to iccx>. 

The tunna willcoutaia 7^88 inches Ii^iiglifli, or Gallonl Winchcfter Dry 1 

Spann, ‘ 


L. ! _ 


If alfspan, 

Vicriel, 

^oppar, 

Kaiine, 

Sltoppe^' 

Qwatcr, 

J iinfrc cert. 


llirl 


meafurC 


rather more than ! S of ^ gallon 
rather mqre thaq half a gallon. 

' ' a quart. 

half s pint. 

The laft of twelve tons, 347 gallons and upwards, of thirteen, 376 gal)onSi and of cigliteen, 52 gal- 
tpna. One ton Englifii Avoirdupois, and 2 { lbs. 

VOL, vu 3 e 
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At Stralfmd, 

Value in the Country. French cubic inchei. 
The laft contains, com meafure, Droemts, 8 

Barils, 32 5892 

Scheffels, 96 * ^964 

Fehrts, 384 

Metzers, 1586 


Meafttres of capacity of Liquids. 



Value 

Fiench 


in the country. 

Inches. 

■» 

One Freder or Vat contains 



Pipes 



Oxhofts, 

5 


Ahms, 

6 


Nembares or Eimers, 

12 

3 . 9^0 

Omkares, 

24 

1,980 

Kannes, • • 

360 

> 3 * 

Stoppes, 

720 

66 

Quarters, 

2,880 


Jungfires, ... 

1 1,520 


At Stralfund. 


196 

One Stubgen contains 

1 

Pottes, - - 

4 

49 

The other meafures the fame as 



are ufed at Hamburgh. 





423,928 
21 1,964 
14,098 
7»049 


209,3 

52.34 


9 17 
612 


Long M.tafuresyfuch as are ujed for CJotbst Carpenter* s 
Work, and Didances. 


[lie foot contains 


rcnch lines. 


he ell, or allm, contains feet, 2 
am, or [^thom, • 6 

or perch, - . 16 
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^ ^ French# Fn^IiHi. 

The Swedifh mile donfiftsof feet 36,000, 32,900, 6 miles *.|4ths. 

For carpenter’s work, a meafure of a foot of 10 inches, or iumh, in length, is ufed, 
divided into 10 lines, which are agan fub-divided into ten other parts. 

The tuna, a meafure ufed in carpenter's work, is 46,77 a fquarefeet. 

At Stral/und 

The Pomeranian foot is 125 Frgpch lines. 

£11 is 258. 

In Sweden after raeafuring by the ftrike an addition is given to the buyer of four 
kappers, on every meafure of wheat, rye, oats, and peasj and fix kappers upon each 
ton of fait, or lime. _ 


Chap. XXI. — Route from Stockholm to Up/al, byGripJholmy Oker^ Eljkiljluna, Skultunuy 

and tVifieros. 

WE left Stockholm by the fame road we arrived on coming from Gottenburg. 
After crolTing the fouthem fuburbs, of a prodigious length and moft wretchedly paved* 
we reached Gripfholm by Fitja, Saudertllje^ and Kumla ; over a fuperb road fix miles 
and feven eighths in length. Half a mile beyond Fitja, you have a charming profpeft 
of a lake lying along the left of the road. Half a mile from Saetulerielje, on the left is 
a handfome chateau^ pleafantly fituated on the fidt of the lake, belonging to the Prefident 
Eyriengranat. Before we arrived at Gripftiolm, we croffed one of the extremities 
of lake Mceler, over a bridge at a place called Layfladt. There it is that the iron and 
cannon from the foundry of Oker, and the neighbouring forges, are embarked for 
Stockholm. Mr. Vahrendorf had begun building two warehoufes there. 

Gripjholm is an ancient royal chateau, to which the court formerly went very frequently * 
it has not been thither fince 1784. The firfl: court is abfolutely irregular; the builda 
ing of brick ; a large tower at the bottom of the court. There are four of them of 
unequal fize, and irregularly difpofed. In the firft court are two calverins in bronze 
fifteen and feventeen feet in length, the caliber feven inches ; we efteemed them forty! 
eight-pounders. They each weigh eighty.five fchippunds, and were taken frt>m the 
RulTians in 1581, at the fiege of Iwanogorod, by Baron Pontus de la Gardie: feveral 
times has it been in contemplation to found them. The inferiptions upon them are in 
Ruffian charaftert, and ftate them to have been caft in 7085, and 7087, ( r 577 and 
1 579,) by the Czar Iwan Bafilowitz; fome marks of Ihot which have ftruck it are vifi- 
ble on the fmaller piece. Thence a vault leads into a very fmall court. The interior 
of the chateau prefents nolthing worthy of notice. In the King’s apartments are twenty- 
feven portraits of Turkilh Emperors, fromOfman I. who died in i3a6,to Abdulhamid, 
the lalt Emperor deceafed^ In the bed>chamber is an iron chair, ufed by Guftavus 
Vafa. Above in a tower, is a pretty divan ; the walls of it are nine feet thick ; it is 
very handfomely furniffied, and commands a charming view of the lake. In another 
tower is an apartment in which Eric XIV. was confined for two years ; ft is of irre- 
gular figure, wd feventeen feet long at its greateft length ; it |8 light^ by three fmall 
windows with iron bars. The theatre is fmall, but very handfome. It Is fiipported by 

3 ^ ® fixteenr 
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fixteen fluted columns, which, as well as^ the reft of the body of the theatre, which 
forms a demi-circle up to the ftage of forty feet in diameter, are gilt. In the apartment 
of the Princefs, the late King’s fifter, is the bull of a woman veifed, compofed of three 
different kinds of marble. In that of the Queen is a fmall copy of the Borghefe her- 
maphrodite. In the reading-room, two vafes of Ruffian marble. The moft remark- 
able contents of this chateau are its numerous collection of portraits of the Princes 
andPrinceffes of Europe, fince the time of Guftavus Vafa ; it is very confiderable, yet 
not complete. In a long gallery, which fcrvcs as a dining-room, are’the portraits of the 
different Sovereigns contemporary with Guftavus Vafa ; and in the faloon, which is a 
large rotunda of more than forty feet in diameter ; in the great tower are thofe of the 
Sovereigns who reigned at the time Guftavus III. afcended the throne. The firft, that 
is to fay thofe of the time of Guftavus Vafa, are Francis J. King of France, taken in 
1542, when forty-eight years of age. Sigifmimd L King of Poland, who died in 1548, 
eighty-one years of age. The Fjnperor Maximilian., 1519 (theyear of his death,) fifty- 
nine years old. Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain when thirty years of age, in 
J530; he died in his fifty- eighth year. Ferdinand I. King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
aged twenty nine years, >531, he died in 1 564. Lewis II. King of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia, killed in battle in the year 1525, in his twentieth year. Frederic, Duke and 
Elector of Saxony, 1525; he died aged fixty-two. JcAw, Duke of Saxony, died in 
1 532, in his fixty-third year. Joachim, Margrave of Brandenburg, died 1571, fixty-fix 
years old; was painted in 1547. Henry, Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburg, died in 
1578, feventy-nine years old. W 7 //ww, Count Palatine of the Rhine, died in 1550, 
fifty.feven years old. Duke of Saxony, died in 1539, fixty-eight years old, his 

likenefs taken when fifty-nine. E'r/V, Duke of Brunfwick ; he died in 1540 ; fevemy 
years of age, painted when 63. Henry, Duke of Sa;cony, died in 1541, fi.vty-eight 
years old, painted when fifty-eight. Henry, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died 
in 1572, ninety-three years old, painted in 1534. Albert, Duke of Mecklenburg, 
died in 15 *7, fixty years old. Andrew de Greti, Doge of Venice,. died at the begin- 
ning of the 1 6th century, painted in 1533. Stephen Schlick, Count ofBaffau. George, 
de Fronfberg, cym auratus. Philippe, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died in 1557, 
at forty-three years, painted when twenty. Chrijlopher, Duke of Wirtemberg, died in 
1568, painted when eighteen. John II. junior. Count Palatine of the Rhine and Deux 
Fonts, died in 1534, fifty-one years of age. John,{iin\or, Count Palatine of the Rhine 
and Deux Fonts, died in 1 604, fifty-four years old. dount Palatine of the 

Rhine, died in France in 1 569, forty-three years of age. John, Margrave of Bradcn- 
burg and Pomerania, died in 1571, fifty-eight years old, was painted when eighteen. 
Fene, Count de Naffau, Prince of Orange^ painted when thirteen years oUl. Erncjl, 
Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenberg, died in 1 546, forty nine years old. Philip, Land- 
grave of Hcffe, he died in 1567, aged fixty-threc years, painted when thirty, Ulric, 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Count de Montbeliard, died in 1550, aged fixty-three years, 
painted when forty-fix. Margrave of Brandenburg,*Duke of Pomerania, died 

in 1535, aged fifty-one years. John Frederic, Uvllssi oi Saxony, died in 1534, aged 
fifty-one years. Henry VIII. King of- England, who died in 1 347, aged fifry-fix years, 
painted when fifty-one. Guflavttt I. taken in 1542. Eric XIV. Thofe of the grand 
rotunda, are Gujlavus III ; Jofeph II. y Catharine, of Ruflia ; George III. King of 
England; Ferdinand IV. King of Naples;* Maria’Frances Ifabelja, Queen of Portugal; 
Chrijlicm Vll. King of Denmark; Lewis XV. King of France; Charles III. King of 
Spain ; Abdulhamid, the Turkifli Emperor ; Staniflaus Auguftus, King of Poland ; 
Frederic II. King bf Pruffiia Victor Amadius, King of Sardinia ; the Emprefs Maria 

Therefa ; 
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Thefefii ; Pius VI. the Pope ; Ferdinand Lewis y infant of Parma j Maria Ameliay in- 
fanta of Parma. Tbofe in italics are half lengths, fuch as are in Roman chara^ers at 
foil length. The difference of .the dreffes has a very pleafing effed. 

It is not exaflty known at what period this chateau was built ; all that is certain is 
that the Chevalier Harald TorlTon, was the firft mentioned polTeffor in .1280. In the 
fucceeding century it belonged to the Grand Chancellor, Bo Jobnfon GripSy (without 
any account how it became his ;) from whom it received the name of Gripfliolm ; he 
was matter of it in » 383. In 1396, hisfon, Knut Bofon Grips, fold it for a trifle to 
Queen Margaret. King Eric Xlil. of Pomerania, poflefled it in 1434. The Keeper 
has a publication in the Swedifh language, which gives more ample information refpect- 
ing the Cattle. In the immediate vicinity, is the town of Mariefred, very fmall, not 
containing more than four hundred inhabitants, and poflelling nothmg worthy of 
notice. 

Dijiillery. — Near to Gripfholm is the mott confiderable diftillery in the whole king- 
dom ; three-fourths of it belongs to Mr. Vahrendorf, and the remaining fourth to 
Gen. Duwal. It has been granted them by the crown for twenty years j their privilege 
expires in 1795, when it will belong entirely to the King. The firft expenees of the 
building amounted to 80,000 rix-dollars, which, when the eftablilhment is minutely 
infpcifted, may readily be believed. It works annually, one thoufand two hundred Riga 
lafts of grain, or eighteen thoufand tons ; one fourth part of which is barley ; each 
ton yield twenty-two kannes of fpirit ; of thefe the King receives nearly twelve ; fo- 
that the proprietors retain for themfelves about ten kannes, which they fell at t6 fkil- 
lings 4 runttiiks per kanne ; making, upon eighteen thoufand tons, one hundred and 
eighty thoufand kannes, upon the whole produce nearly four hundred thoufand. On 
the cllablifliment are thirteen managers, who receive ft om 200 to 3C0 rix-dollars 
annually, and ninety-fix workmen, at from fourteen to fixteen plottesper month. On 
account of the too great heat of the feafon at that interval to allow of working, there is- 
a cefl'ation of the diftillery from the middle of July to the middle of September. For 
the purpofe of raifing water, a machine is ufed of a Angular although very Ample con- 
ftruflion ; it is an upright cylinder with cogs, which a£ts upon Ax pum; s, three on one 
fide and three on the other, which fupply the firft and fecond ftory ; it is worked by four 
horfes. Below are ninety-fix vats of equal fize ; they are feven feet in diameter, rather 
wider at the bottom, and four feet deep ; in each is put four and a quarter tons of flour 
(fourteen lifpunds vigt. each), 2000 kannes of water, and ten Cannes of common yeaft. 
Each vat yields from eighty to eighty-four kannes, and fometimes, according to the 
grain, ninety kannes. The mixture is ftirred atintervals until fermentation takes place. 
Upon this the vats arc covered, luted down with lime, and in four days the walh is 
ready for the ftill ; if the weather be warm in a fhorter lime after it has fufficiently 
fermented the walh paftes twice through the ftill. There are twenty-fix ttills, four of 
which contain four thoufand Cannes, the others two thoufand. The wafli takes fix or 
feven hours before it ail comes over. There are three malting kilns, two of which will 
dry two thoufand kannes, the other three thoufand. The daily cohfumption is from 
feventy-five to feventy-feven tons of grain, of fifty kannes each. Each ton requires- 
three-fourths of a mcafure of wood, or two tons of Engli/h coal, which comes nearly 
to the fame expence, the meafure of wood coding 6 plottes, and Englilh coal from 3a 
to 3C (killings. I'he brandy delivered to the King mutt be fix degrees above proofs equak 
to 16“ of the hydromefer of Reaumur, Wc advife ihofe who go to Gripfwald,, to re^ 
turn their horfes, as otherwife they may have a long time to wait- 


From 
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From Gripfholm to Okr is a mile. There is not an inn in the place, and no other 
accommodation than what the houl'e of Mr. Vahrendorf the proprietor affords, or thofe 
of foihe of the officers belonging to the foundry. So tKat in cafe of Mr. Vahrendorf 
being abfent it may not be amifs to bp provided with a letter from him ; it will be ftill 
better to wait until he may hiinfelf be there. 

This place is vei 7 intereliing on account of its handfome foundry for cannon. 

Cannon foundry. The ore which is made ufe for founding cannon comes from fix dif- 
ferent mines : it Ihould be poor or at lead mixed fo that the aggregate may contain no 
more than thirty per hundred of metal, and particularly it fhould contain none of that 
quality which breaks when hot. The firft ro%fting of the ore is carried on in the fame 
manner as at Fahlun in the open air. There are two furnaces for the fufion, each a£led 
upon by two bellows ; they yield a fehippund of iron per hour for cannon : every twen- 
ty-four hours one piece of twenty-four pounds and one four-ppunder are call, pr one 
thirty -fix-pounder. Thefe two furnaces require three hundred and twelve tons of 
wood daily, and the whole, including the other fires, three hundred and eighty. Te.n 
tons coll i6 fchillings. The moulds are made of the country clay, and are hooped 
with iron to render them more firm. Round the lhape for the mould hards of tow are 
put mixed with tallow and clay, over which potter’s earth or clay mixed with.fand. 
Five men are occupied in faffiioning the earth about the mould when cannon is calling, 
thred' knead the clay while two turn the lhape ; the clay is put on crofswife : when 
the mould is completed there are no more than three perfons employed in placing the 
earth about it. It require^ two days for the mould to get thoroughly dry } for this 
purpofe, when the wood is taken from it, coal and fmall wood are burnt within and 
coal alone without, which is turned about as the mould dries. The melting furnaces 
are very large, built of granite, and the Hones are fupported by maffes of iron from 
eleven to twelve feet long, in lhape of beams. The two cannon of twenty-four and 
four pounds are call in eight minutes; in three hours time, notwithftanding the 
pieces be yet red hot, the fand is removed in which the mould is placed. This is in a 
wooden vat of eleven feet deep, and eight feet in diameter : conceive but an inflant 
how violent the heat the men mull experience at the bottom of this vat, employed fo 
near this burning mafs in removing and throwing out the fand : they are confequently 
wery quickjy relieved. 

In fix hours’ time the mafs has acquired a fufficient confiflence to allow of the piece 
being withdrawn ; but it cannot be bored until after it has laid two or three days in the 
open air. The firft operation then is to cut off the head of the cannon which is at 
leali a foot in length : this is done at firft with a round plate of fteel more than fix 
lines in ftiicknefs ; the head is cut on three fides by turning this round plate, the piece 
remaining motionlefs, which operation in a piece of twenty-four pounds takes up fix 
hours. By that time the head holds but a very flender piece on the three fides ; iron 
wedges are then ftruck into the part cut by a mallet of a lifpound in weight. The 
more excellent the iron the greater the length of time before the head breaks off ; it 
has taken up four minutes when. we have been prefent : after this the furplus at the 
end of the cannon is cut off, and the end poliflied, which takes up two hours ; then the 
boring begins at firft horizontally, 'the piece remaining immoveable : one man and a 
boy only are employed in working the wheel, which forces forward and turns the 
wedge in the piece ; this wedge or rather this bar is two inches thick, but the mouth 
of the cannon is feven lines more, owing to the fteel end fitted to the bar, which ferves 
as it turns to bore the gun, being one inch and a half. The firft hole is drilled, after- 
wards it is bored perpendicularly, the borer taming and the piece being <^>reffed to 

meet 
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meet it ; the arms are of iron and the borer of fteel. The borers ^re of feven different 
fizes ; each inftruqjenf has four, the lafl; only fix, and one which traverfies at the end in 
order to polifli' the interior of the cannon. The deprefiion of the piece is after the rate 
of more than an inch a minute; there are twenty-one minutes of interval between the 
operation of one borer and another. When requifite to raife the piece, in order to 
withdraw the borer, two men and one apprentice turn the wheel which raifes it in five 
minutes ; it takes four to let it down again. In cafe of necefiity a twenty four pounder 
may be bored in feveriteen hours, viz. feven hours for the firft boring and ten for the 
fccond, for which the workmen are payed two plottes : thefe two works cannot always 
be done at once on account pf their being aSed upon by the fame head of water, which 
is not conftantly fuflicient to work the two hydraulic engines. It takes two hours to 
drill the touch-hole, which is done by a bow, the drills are of iron of different fixes but 
equal length : on thefe three laft operations only three workmen are employed; all that 
remains of the cannon, fonfifting of rough iron, is font to different other forges of 
Mr. Vahrendorf, at which it is made into bars. There are fcarcely thirty men em- 
ployed at the cannon foundry ; the workmen earn but little ; they have, however, as 
is the cafe at all the foundries, their grain aftbrded them at half price, and may receive 
at pleafure their wages either in provifion or money. 

The water proceeds from a lake of fufficient elevation, fince there is a fall of forty- 
eight ells to the great wheels ; thefe wheels work all together five machines ; i. a faw- 
mill (near the lake); a. that which blows the bellows ; 3. that which is ufed .for cut- 
ting of the heads of the cannon ; and 4. and 5. the two machines which bore the can- 
non. The manufaftory is dilcontinued in December, and re^commences in March. 

From four thoufand three hundred to four thouiand’ four hundred fchippunds is 
made into cannon annually. The greater part goes to Holland, Naples, and Portugal j 
to the latter country chiefly thirty-fix pounders. They are proved in the prefence of an 
artillery oflicer belonging to the King, who marks them at the mouth wkh the arms of 
Sweden (thofe of the powers for whom they are defigned are engraven on the breech V, . 
and likewife with a bomb if he’belong to the army, or if to the navy with an anchor. 
A certificate from the officer is abfolutely ncceffary before the pieces can pafs the cuf- 
toms and be Ihipped. Twelve pounders are proved with from ten to eleven pounds of 
powder, firft-with one ball, afterwards with two ; the cannon of other caliber in pro- 
portion. Their coft, with all c xpeiices paid, in board, is 7 j crowns of Hamburg tawro, 
(equal to from 51 to 54 fchillings). Portugal' pays more pn account of its taking credit. 
Sail is fold at 5t crowns t very little is made at Oker on account of the great quantity 
of ore required for the other works. Mortars are dearer than cannon, by from 3 
to 4 crowns, owing to their frccjuently burfting on trial, which occafions lofs. Bombs 
coft fomewhat vaotft than caiiiion, and fhould coft lefs, as they occafion fcarcely any 
wafte. All Swedifli ball weighs much more than the ftipulation, nearly one fifth part. 
The ball for Naples and Portugal is 5I inches in diameter, and the thicknefsof the gua 
at the mouth is three inchea nine lines. Dutch v^^ght is a little yet but a trifle greater 
than that of Sweden. The calibre of the Swedi& forty-eight pounder is feven inches - 
one'lineand a half; that of the thirty-fix pounder fixtnchhs and a half ; of the twenty- 
four pounder five inches eight lines ; the eighteen pounder five inches ohe line ; the 
twelve, four inches four lines and a' half; the fii£, three inches feven lines and a half ; 
thebrafs fix pounders wei^h five fchippunds, thirteen lifpunds, eight marks ; th^ long 
twelve pounders eleven' fchippunds, three lifpunds ; the twenty- four, twenty-four fehip- 
punds, thirteen lifpunds, thirteen marks : the mark of the foundry ftamped on one of 
the ai'qis. The flup cannon- are from fixteen to feventeen calib^ in depth ; (they are 
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found to be too fliort, and recoil too much', they {hould be twenty calibres thofe for 
fortrelTes from- twenty two to twenty-four, A twelve pounder for the navy weighs 
eight fchippunds, and is fix and a half feet long ; for fortreflts twelve fchippunds, is 
nine feet long, and is two inches two lines in thiclcnefs at the mouth ; a iwenty-four 
pounder for the navy weighs fixieen to feventeen fchippunds ; for forts twenty-four ; 
a thirty fix pounder for the firit weighs from twenty-three to twenty-four fchippunds ; 
none of this calibre are made for fortreffes : the thicknefs of a navy twenty four 
pbuiuler at the breech is feven inches and a half. 

Oker about fifty years ago belonged to the crown, who fold it under an engagement 
to fupply a certain quantity of wood at a very moderate price. Mr. Vahrendorf af- 
fords fubfiftence to nearly eiglit thoufand perfons, women and children included, which 
may readily be conceived when the extent of his pofieflions are confidered ; his dilfer- 
ent mines, forges, and manufadlures in Sudermania, Nericia, Dalecarlia, &c. I’lie 
following is an account of what they annually produce him : from ten to eleven fehip- 
putids of iron in bars, of the value of from 6 to 7 rix-doUars ; from four thour.uul- 
three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds in cannon, at 7 rix-dullars 
and a third j two thoufand in ball, at ; from tight hundred to one thoufand Jehip- 
punds of brafs, at 50 rix-dollars ; fhree hundred of copper, at 45 crowns ; two to 
three quintals of ftcel, at 3! or 4 rix-dollars : in all atlealt 180,000 rix-dollars, exclu- 
iive of many articles, particularly the brewery, before mentioned. This is the infiant 
proper to remark that neither M. Vahrendorf nor other manufafturers of brafs fent 
any to France in 1791, which mult have occafioned great inconvenience to the town 
of Leigh and its neighbourhood, the foie dependance of which refls on its manufac- 
ture of pins ; and which drew, if not all their brafs, yet a very confiderable part from 
this country. M. Vahrendorf has made fome very pretty gardens, in fpots before 
unciiltivated, by dint of labour, in a very little time, overcoming the natural barren- 
aiQfs of the foiL 

From Oker we proceeded to Strengmsy a fmall town of a thoufand inhabitants j 
this we left on the tight a mile beyond Malmby. The country has a cheerful appear- 
ance, and is well cultivated ; thence through Ekefog and Tiuljladt we palTed bn to 
E/kilJluna. This is a very interefling town on account of its numerous manufadfurers 
of iion of every kind. The traveller will lodge at the pofl-houfe; but if it fliould be 
kept by the fame hofiefs as in 1791, he is cautioned to bargain with her beforehand, 
as (he makes it a pradlice to fleece (lranger8,-confidering that they vifit her but once, 
and (he fees them no more. It will be light to be provided with recommendations to 
M. Rynmann^ who has written a work on iron which is held in high eftimation, or to 
Nourdwal. Thehrllis aged and infirm, but the fecond is extremely complaifaur, and 
f peaks French- 

EJkilftum. Tilts town is divided in two, and is fituated preclfely at the place of com- 
munication of the two lakes Maler and Hielmer. Its fituation is very pleafant ; it con- 
fiiins altogether about two thoufand inhabitants, from fix 1:0 feven hundred of whom 
.{three hundred of them workmen, 'including one hundred maftermen,) live in that 
part , called the /own, feparated from the other by a bridge. Here it is that all 
thofe workmen dwell, willini; to avail themfelvcs of the privilege granted by the ICing 
to fuch as come thither to fettle. Charles X. was the founder of this eftablifhmjent ; 
and Lpchfnuths ftreet, built by him, is (till called from the name of a Oer- 

man whom the ,Xing invited' hither, and who'was the firfl; diredor : the whole of t)ie 
remainder is the wok of Guflavus HI. Soon as a workman prefents himfelf, he.is jirft 
^xaiQined, and. if approved the .Xing gives bioi a boufe and an, allotment of land of 
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feventy.five ells in length by fifty. From th^t inftant he becomes a proprietor, and 
works on what branch he pleafes : if dcfirous of buying a houfe, it is afforded him at 
half its value, and he pays On this ftipulated price 6 per cent, per annum for twenty 
years, after which it becomes his in perpetuity. 

Mr. Chriftiai) Johanfin paints different pretty things in a charming manner upon 
ftecl, filch as, he fays, cannot be done in England : this however is doubtful, for we 
have feen fiinilar in France wliich did not come from Ejldhluna. Ills principal em- 
ploypient is damafquiniiig fwords for officers, the expcnce of wliich is 2 rix-doliars, 8 
ichiflinps each, l ie makes buttons with landfcapes on them, tvhich are as high as i6 
Ikillings each; feiffors at from 40 fkillings to 2 rix-dollars, and other inconfideiable ar- 
ticles. He fells in Sweden alone, and has but one workman. There is here a manu- 
faifory of Iword blades and faiircs for the army. The iron tempered into ftecl (which 
muft be of the beft quality) comes from Gj\:ningin in Angermania. The blades of 
the fabres of the cuirai'i -rs are three feet lone, and coft i rix-dollar, 6 ikillings ; of 
ihe huffars, are thirty-fijur inches long, and cofi; 1 rix doilar, 16 fcliillings ; of the 
diagoons, thirty-three inches, nine lines, and coft i rix-dollar 1 6 fchiilings ; of the 
cuirafliers ol Frince Charles, thirty- fix inches ten lines, at 1 rix doilar, 1 6 fchiilings ; 
of the regiment of cavalry of Oftrogothia, thirty-five inches, at i rix-dollar, 16 fciiil- 
lings; the cutlalfcs for the navy, twenty-fix inches, and coft i rix-dollar, 8 fchiilings; 
for the inluntry, tv/emy-lhree inches, 20 fchiilings; for the miners, tw'enty-five inches, 
three lines, 1 ri.x-dollar ; for the Savolax regiment of foot, twenty-five inches, ten lines, 
I rix-dollar, H fchiilings ; for the dragoons, a ftraight flat Iword, thirty-one inches, 
eight lines in length, 1 rix-dollar, 8 fchiilings: all the inanuiacturcrs employed in 
the making thefe come from SoUngcn. Three edged fwords, 1 rix-dollar, and foils, 
16 {killings, 'fhele earn moft of all the v/orkmen, fome even 32 fchiilings per diem, 
and more ; lockfmiths and cutlers earn at leaft 8 or 10 {killings. 

l here are feven workfliops of two hammers, one of which (very large) for ftecl, 
and a fmaller for large nails, of which fcarcely more than two are made in a minute. 
(It requires three men to manufacture large nails, only one to make fmall ones.) 'I'hc 
iron employed is brought from Weltoros. The whole quantity annually manufactured 
Ls two thoiil'and fchippuuds, half of which in caft articles, and the remainder wrought. 
The firft colts 3 rix-dollars, the other from 6 to 61. . There arc four furnaces for fteel, 
at which none but coarfe work is wrought. The furnaces are made of French day ; 
the principal walls arc brick : the principal bottom of double (heets of copper. To 
convert the iron info fteel requires ten days fire ; and the confuihption of fuel during 
the ten days is forty lafts : each laft of twelve tons cofts 32 (killings. The quantity of 
ftecl yielded is conllahtly from two to three fchippunds more than the weight of iron 
put into the furnaces, which arifes from the phlogi lien taken up by the iron in its pro- 
cefs of ftulification : if the exaCt quantity put in were yielded the operation would be 
deficient (fee the work of Mr. Jars). Frelhfuel is added every fix hours. The fteel 
takes twenty days to cool,' but Ms in winter. The length of the furnace, in which the 
bar iron is placed, intended to be converted into fteel, is four feet ten inches. Every 
ten days eiglity fchippunds is turned out of cacii furnace : neverihclefs no more is 
made annually than two thoufandlchippunds, and frequently Icfs, according to demand. 
The greateft part is (hipped for Li(bon. There’ are two furnaces, and a large hammer 
for forging iron bars of thde there are made from feven to eight hundred fchippunds, 
which quantity might be extended to one thouland. Six workmen are kept for the 
two furnaces, two of which foremen. The foreman receives 1 2 fchiilings for each 
fchippund of iron forged ; and pays the two workmen himfclf : they can forge three 
VOL. VI. 4 A fchip. 



54^ rOftTYA^S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN* 

fchippuhds duly $ they work in the Gertpan fafhion ; the difference between the Ger* 
man method and the Walloon are, i. That by the firft manner they melt and work at 
once at both forges : by the fecond, the one is kept for founding, while they work at the 
other. 1, The fuel is meafured out to the Germans, whereas it is afforded as required 
to the Walloons without limitation. 3. The firft melt the iron by degrees in fmall 
lumps, the other infert the whole at once : the Walloons hammer the iron lefe than the 
Germans, and confequeutly make much more, even five fchippunds per furnace per 
diem, whereas the Germans can work but three. From what has' been obferved, the 
Walloon plan will be vifibly the dcareft. There are likewife three wcrklhops, in which 
there are two grindftones and four wooden wheels for fiiarpening and polilhing cutting 
.inftruments. A fmall hammer alfo for giving their primitive lhape to feythes. 

In another part of the town copper is flattened into flieets to the amount of about 
700 fchippunds, the workmen receive one rix-dollar per fchippund for ordinary (beets, 
and 12 fchillings additional for fuch as are four feet long by one and a half; there are 
three workmen employed on copper, and the quantity which may be flattened is from' ' 
one thoufand to one thoufand two hundred fchippunds : there is moreover in the fame 
place, a hammer for falhioning iron bars, another for nails, and different other fmall 
eftablilhments the fame as in the free town. The annual confumption of coal is fix 
thoufand laflsi Here we (hall fpeak of the different qualities of iron, and the mode of 
diffinguilhing them. Good iron is difficult to break, and breaks at once ; within it is of 
a dulli(h white colour ; it is lighter than other iron, but among this fpecies the heavieft 
is preferred, as well as in caft fteel. Iron which is grey internally breaks more eafily. 
Iron which breaks when hot is known by groves acrofs it ; when they run lengthways 
the tron is good : that which breaks when cold is of a (hining appearance, granulated 
when broke. This is the bed for refilling the weather. The lighted iron is feven and 
a half times the weight of water, the- heavieft from eight to eight and a quarter. There 
is no dearth of water at Efldlftuna, nor is there any interruption to the works even in 
the depth of winter. . * 

From Efldlftuna to Kolbeck by Stnedby, is three miles and a half. On the firft ftage 
fome commons and blocks of granite diltinguifhable on each fide the road. At half a 
mile beyond Smidby we arrived at the brink of the lake Malcr, which is crolFed on a 
raft in order to reach the fmall illand Nickel, about a third of a mile in length, belong- 
ing tp Count de Creutz : on the palfage you have a delightful view of the lake. Upon 
leaving thejfland you pafs over a fmall arm of the lake and land in Weftmania. The 
ifland is fandy and apparently fterile. Shortly after you crofs a third branch, which as 
well as the two preceding, is very narrow, and the fare of the watermen extremely 
moderate, it is a projeftion of the lake, into which the canal of Stromlholm difembogues 
itfelf : nothing would be more eafy than the conflrufliion of bridges over thefe creeks, 
at lead the two latter *, leaving the firft open for the palTage of velTels; after palling the 
laft ferry, the ancient royal caftle of Stromlholm is fecn. Shortly after the road turns 
along fide the ftables, confiding of three piles of wooden buildings of the greateft dm- 
plicity. Leaving firft the callle and aftehvards the church 'to the right we crolTed a 
bridge over the river which, b^ a canal we (hall (hortly deferibe, is connefled with the 
lake. In order to fee this canal we were obliged to go from Kolbeck to Skantzen, three 
quarters of a mile diftant ; when finilhed, it will no longer be necelTary to travel fo far 
for this purpofe, yet will that fpot be ever an objed: of curiofity from the abundance of 
interefting obje^s found there, as will be conceived from the detail we are about to 

* Poftt which are fiill vifible at the laft ferry indicate that there has been formerly a bridge there. 
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make. As there is no polt-houfe at Skantzen, it will be requilhe to bargain with the 
poftillion who drives you from Kolbeck, to proceed to Skultuna or Wellerosj in cafe of 
his refufing, you muff of neceflity return to take horfes at Kolbeck. 

The canal of Stromlhohn begins at Norberg, in Weftmania, and ends at Stromfliolm, 
where it joins lake Mceler ; it is ten miles in length. In fomc parts the river was found 
to be navigable, but in ra'oft it was either deepened or new channels cut. The (irfl: 
lock 4 s at Semla, fix miles and a half beyond Skantzen^ and the lall at Stromfliolm : 
there are to be five'and twenty. This canal was begun in 1777, and poflibly may be 
complcatcd in 1794 if great exertion be ufed ; throughout the whole length there is fix 
feet depth of water, at the bottom it is fixty feet broad, and at the furface ninety ; the 
largeft vciFels which the canal will bear are forty-feven feet in length, draw fitfe feet water, 
and are one hundred and fifty fchippunds burthen, (about forty-five tons). When we 
faw it, veffels proceeded no farther than to the fixteenth lock : twenty-nine pafled annu- 
ally, but this number will be vafily increafed when the canal is entirely finiflied ; the 
•paflage by it is clofed in November and refumed in May. Above the lock number 
fourteen, there are fix hundred fathoms of mafonry, on account of the quality of the 
foil. 'I'hree hundred fathoms below this, is lock number fifteen ; and a hundred fa- 
thoms beyond number fixteen ; at a diflance thence of one thoufand five hundred 
fathoms are numbers feventeen and eighteen cut out of the rock, after which the canal 
makes a fliarp turning through the natural rock to the left. The original plan was 
changed in this fpot. Five hundred fathoms from number eighteen are the locks .line- 
teen, twenty, and twenty one, which are together. One fingle lock cods ico,ooo dol- 
lars koppermiinti 1330I. flerling; the double and triple locks in proportion. Each lock 
has a fall of nearly fixteen Swedifli feet from furface to furface. The total fall of the 
canal is one hundred and ninety-two -fathoms : in lefs than half an hour’s walk you meet 
with eight locks, that is to fay from number fourteen to number twenty-one, from the 
firfl to the lafl: the &ll of water is fixty-four fathoms; in the neighbourhood of 
number fixteen is a fteel furnace ; near to twenty-one a fmall hammer for iron. The 
mails of the vcflels are fixed fo as to lower at pleafure, as on many of the locks there 
are btidges. Over the fixteenth lock is a very pretty fmall bridge, with para- 
pet's and comer (lones of granite, with this infeription in the Swcdilh language: 
“ This bridge, the firft built of Swedifh granite, was conftrufled in the reign of Gufta- 
vus III. the granite hewn by order of the fenator Baron Charles de Sparre. The work 
was direfted by John Ufltrocum, the peafantry hewed the Hones in 1787.” Employed 
on this work are about five hundred men, who are paid from 16 to 48 Ikillings per | of 
a cubic fathom, according to the nature of the ground. VelTels palling along the canal 
pay 14 fchiilings 8 rundlliicks per fchippund, of which fifchillings 8 rundlliicks towards 
the locks. This canal will be of great utility for tranfporting at fmall expence the pro- 
duce of the mines, which is very abundant in the part where it begins ; once arrived at 
lake Moeler, the after expcnce of tranfport to Stockholm will be very trivial. It will be 
neceflary' the traveller Ihouid obtain a letter of addrefs to Mr. Berger, the diredlor of 
the canal. From Skantzen to Skultuna is twoand a quarter miles, on the way you crofs 
the Swartz : there is no inn at Skultuna nor any remedy but in taking up your abode 
with the propri^or of the manufa£lory'. 

SktiUuna. Here is a brafs manufafloiy. M. 'Galen in his work on the art of trans- 
forming copper into bnifs, which makes a part of the arts and trades, has very well 
deferibed this operation ; he took his detail from the manufa£lory eHabjilhed at Nord- 
kioeuping, to which all in Sweden bear refemblance. At that at Skultuna are three 
large kilns, the chimneys of which, built of brick, rife to a confiderable height ; in one 
of tnefe kilns there are five furnaces, four in the fecond, and three in the thii d, altoge- 
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ther t-.ve’ve: bnt nine are fiifficient. the copper is broken and reduced into 

i'mall pieces by the means of fledj;e hammers, it is put into crucibles of French clay; 
the dcarnefsof this article prompted the proprietors to makefcarcli for fimilarin Swe- 
den : it has been fuimd in Scania, and protnifes fliortly to equal that of France, which 
will therefore become unneccilary. In order to make it into fliects it is run on a table 
of granite, over wiiich anc/ther is rufpended ; tlicy ai'c thirteen feet in length by live in 
breadth, and Irom oiglit to teti inches tiiick : they come from Sr. Male, and colt 
coo plottcs the pair : in general it Iiappcur. that out of every fnipm(?nt the half of what 
comes are bad. It appears aftonilhing that Sweden, which iiiperabounJs with granite iit 
every qu irtcrj'O’ouid be obliged to import it from abroad : that of St. Malo is howCvcr 
•preferred on account of the mica and blende being more equally dillributcd, and in 
greater abundance. For cutting the /liocts intended to be drawn iiito wire, a fimilar 
machine Is made ufe of to that of the F.iielifl) : when the-brafs has been cut and drawn, 
it is put into a kiln, whore it remains for half an hour : it is drawn five times, and even 
eight if the wii e be required of that finenefs. The packages of brafs wire arc made up 
to weigh forty pounds ; there arc twenty wire-drawing moulds of fiecl ; the manufac- 
tory is worked by a cylinder with wings, which the water puts in motion ; the water is 
fupplied bv the Swartz, (black river,) which empties itfelf into the lake at Wefteros, and 
which conlfantly furnilhes it in all feafons. In the nine furnaces before njentionod, the 
metal is melted twice per day, that is every twelve hours ; each melting yields two 
hundred and forty pounds of brafs. The whole quantity made in a year fcarccly ex- 
ceeds from fix to feven hundred Ichippunds ; it might be extended to one thoufand. 
The iheets of brafs are five times roafted, and are as often put into the cylinder whicii 
refembles that at i\frulfadt. On coming out they are ten ells long by three feet eight 
inches in breadth : it undergoes no alteration in its dimenfions. Copper in its trans- 
formation into brafs gains nearly twenty-five per cent., the precife quantity depending on 
the quality of the calamine. Hungary furnifhes two forts of this article, red and white; 
Poland but one, which is a reddifh grey: the Hungarian calamine is confidered to be 
the belt ; it colts r rix-dollar 43 fchillings per quintal, (three and a half to the fcliip- 
pund.) The coft of Polifli calamine is 25 rix-dollars per ton of between five and a half 
to fix fchippunds, about i rix-dollar 1 2 fchillings per fchippund : the annual confump- 
tion of this article is one thoufand two hundred fchippunds of calamine, and three thou- 
fand lafts of wood. 'I.here is likewife a petty furnace for the running offmall utenfils, 
which are afterwards polifhod. The filings are remitted, but experience a lofs of 50 per 
cent. In all from fixty to fixty-two workmen are employed. Ihe whole of this rna- 
nufaftory was confumed by fire about ten or twelve years ago : the lofs was enormous 
to the proprietor, a Mr. Adlervull, to whom the traveller fbould have recommendation. 
At prefent he has infured the whole, even the wood and charcoal ; the infurance for 
buildings entirely of wood is two per cent, and from one to one and a half for other 
buildings, according to the quantity of brick and ftone contained in them. 

From Skultuna u'e proceeded to Wefteros, the diftance sr mile and a half, the roads 
full of holes and bad. As a traveller rarely remains more then a few hours at Skul • 
tuna,, he ihould keep his horfes. 

Wcjleros is a very ancient city which contains nothing worthy df remark. The tomb 
of Eric XIV. in the cathedral is abfolutely undeferving notice. The fteeple of this 
church, built on a fquare tower, is reckoned the higheft in Sweden, yet is not very 
high. At the extremity of a long jetty lined with warehoufes, is the port at which 
great quantities of iron are fhipped for Stockholm. The left fide of this jetty is a 
marfh ; before you arrive hither, you fee the government-houfe, which is a handfome 
building. Wefteros is the capital of the province of Weftmania, one of the fineft in 
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Sweden, poflTefling meadows, arable lands, and mines of all defcriptlons. Its pofitioti 
with rcfpeft to lake Moeler affords great facility to the tranfport of its produdions, prin- 
cipally iron, of which it exports a conffderable quantity. Two famous diets have been 
held at Welteros, the one in 1527, the other in 1544 ; the firff deprived the clergy of 
its poiTetiions, and the fecond fecured the throne, before eledlive, to the defcenJanls of 
Guftavus Vaia. 

From Wt'ftenis to Upfal by Niqwarn^ Enkaupln^., (a town,) l.ijlcna^ and Scf-va., is 
altogether feven miles and one eighth : after the lirft llagc you crofs the Servu or Sa- 
yan, the fame river as flows by Sahla over a bridge, which palfed, you arc in Upland. 
This is a fine road ; the bridge which feparates the two provinces is built (harp of afeenr, 
on account of being liable to be covered by the water at the melting of the winter’s fiunv. 
Enkteuping is a city, which elfcwherc would be looked upon only as a confiderablc 
village ; its fituation is advantageous at the bottom of a creek of lake Moeler. 


Chap. XXII . — Route from Ujfal to Abo^ by Dannemoray (Eujlerbyy Lafiay Forfmarcky 

Grijlchamy and the ijle of Aland. 

AS we have already fpoken of the city of Upfal, we fhall proceed diredtly to the 
defeription of thofo objects which we noticed on our paflage to Abo in Finland ; this 
trip is very intereffing on account of its affording a fight of the richeft mine and the 
inofl capital forges in Sweden. 

From Upfal to Hujby one mile and a half ; thence to Anderby is two and a quarter; 
the road never bad, but frequently extremely narrow. Half a mile from Hulby we 
came to Nathohna, an excellent forge belonging to Count Brahe ; and a little beyond 
this to his feat, which has a handfome appearance *. In the two laft ftages we palled 
over feveral plains. From Aiiderfby to Uannemora is three quarters of a mile, thence 
to C'luilorby the fame diftance, although there is a nearer road. The road to CEufterby 
turns to the right, that to the mine to the left, you pal's under the machinery of the 
jnimps, which is fo low as to enforce your attention in cafe your carriage b« any ways 
elevated. 

Dannemora. 1 his is the mine which may juftly be called the Peru of Sweden : it pro- 
duces the befl: iron, and of that at leaff a tenth part of the produdion of the whole king- 
dom ; it is fituated in the hamlet of CEuderby. It is far from curious in itfclf as a 
mine, fince it has no galleries, no vaults, nor interior works ; but merely a quarry open 
at the top. We fpeak of the great hole into which the curious arc wont to defeeud, 
and which alone yields twenty thoufand fchippunds, thus divided : two fifths to Lad'ta, 
two fifths to CEufferby, and one fifth to Gimo. It is the belt iron of this mine, wholly 
monopolized by the Englifh, of which they make their (leel ; it colls, nearly a rix-dollar 
more than other iron. M. de Vergennes, during his embaffy to Sweden, contrived to 
fend fome of it to France for fteel manufaftijres, but the importation was not con- 
tinued. From the firff; v^orks to the lad, there is a diffance of a thoufand ells in one 
diredion. Seventy-three openings have been made, but great part of them are clofed, 
cither on account of their not yielding ore, or the works being overflowed. 

This mine was worked for the firft time in the thirteenth century ; but the mod 
authentic monuments refpeding it, are of the date of the fifteenth ; its greated 

* He has another feat between Upfal and Stockholm, where are many manvifcn'pts, particularly in the 
Folifh language. 
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depth is eighty Swedifli fathoms ; it fupplies feventecn forges with iron, and belongs to 
thirteen proprietors ; each of the feventeen great forges among which the ore is diftri- 
buted keep a man at the /pot to look to the fair didribution of the produce. The mine 
is capable of yielding fixty thoulimd fchippunds of ore, but no more than from forty to 
forty-two fchippunds is extra£led. The ore yields from fixty to feventy-two per cent., 
the work in the mine is extremely eafy, being nothing but a block of metal ; it was in- 
undated in 1693, twenty years were employed before it could be emptied, and its 
works be refumed. A very confiderable work has even become neceflary on the fide 
of the lake which afls on the pumps, for the prevention of a fimilar accident. This 
undertaking has enabled the miners to begin a new fearch, in which ore has been found 
.at a very inconfiderable depth. There are in all four hundred workmen, if the women 
and children be included, who are very numerous in the large hole. Wood was for- 
merly ufed for heating the ore, which caufed a very great confumption; at prefent they 
ufe powder alone, as has been the cafe for feven and twenty years ; from two hundred 
and ten to two hundred and fifteen quintals are thus annually expended at a coil of 
from 10 to 11 rix-dollars per quintal. The tribute paid to the crown is a tenth of the 
rough iron j the ore is blown up every day at a fixed period, to wit, noon. The great 
hole is con/lantly full of fmoke, unlefs when expelled by a violent wind, when alone 
the bottom can be difeemed from the fummit. There is a fiaircafe but dangerous and 
confequently not ufed ; the only mode of defeent in pradice is by buckets ; we were 
five minutes and forty feconds in going down ; the depth is feventy-eight toifes, there 
is day -light in every part ; even in July we met with ice here and found it cold. In 
one comer is a forge for the tools of the workmen j no horfes are employed within the 
mine, but eighty without for daily work : all the buckets are aded upon by horfes ; 
the wheel that works the pumps is twenty-four ells in diameter ; it is the large/l in 
Sweden, and is worked by a very trifling head of water. 

Few years pafs over without fome accident from tlie falling of flones ; but the rope 
was never known to break } it is related that a girl being in the bucket, the bucket 
ftriking againll a projeding rock was overfet, but the girl^s petticoats fortunately catch- 
ing the rock, (he hung by them till fuch time another bucket was let down to her re- 
lief ; what was however equally extraordinary, the girl had the courage to go down 
again the fame day as if nothing had happen^. Since the ufe of gunpowder in the 
mine the workmen have earned more, as being enabled to do more labour ; fome have 
even made money and built themfelves fmall houfes. Corn being dear in 1791, the la- 
bourers of the mine infifted upon paying no more than the fourth, inftead of half of 
the market price as ufual, but the proprietors who had a year’s flock of ore on hand, 
refufing to employ them on fuch conditions they defifled from their demand. 

The following minerals may be obtained at this mine ; black and bluilh granulated 
iron ore, fometimes naturally polifhed on the furface ; many varieties of amianthus ; 
mountain leather and mountain cork ; cryflals of calcareous fpar, pyramidal and hex- 
agonal in dru/es ; pale amethyflsj cloudy topazes ; cryflals mf white quartz in drufes, 
moftly without prifnis ; rock garnets, fometimes cryftalized;| rock pebbles, of various 
colours, fometimes in layers ; mineral pitch ; and martial pyrites in cubes. The iron 
of this mine, the dearefl in Sweden, is (hipped at Stockholm, and not at Oregrund, 
where formerly it ufed to be (hipped, aftd the name of which place it has preferved in 
foreign countries. By the fide of the mine are the mineral fprings of Harvickt the fla- 
vour and properties of which bear great analogy to the waters of Balaruc. 

(Eufletrby is a quarter of a league from Dannemora ; here you may have accommo- 
’ dafion at the inn, which is tolerable, and moderate of charge. This eflate belongs to 

yt Meffrs. 



fortia's travels 1 H SWEOEK. 551 

Mcirrs.GnIl and Pyhl ; it did belong to GuRavus Adolphus, who dwelt here, butwith fe- 
veral others was given to the family of Geer, who had rendered the King great fervice : 
the prefent poffeflbrs bought it for 140,000 rix- dollars, but according to the increafe of 
the value of coin, its worth is about 300,000 rix-dollars ; the chateau is handfome and 
well built, of brick and ftone (notwithftanding the Dutch traveller reports it of wood)'; 
within it has little to recommend it ; its neighbourhood is pleafant, particularly for a 
country fo much tovyards the north. The traveller will do well to vifiit this forge, as all 
the different works are carried on at it, whereas at Lcefta and Forfmarck no pig iron is 
run. This forge has three hammers, without including one for Reel and another for ' 
iron ; each hammer is capable of working from forty to fifty fchippunds weekly ; what 
is hi^ly Angular, one of thefe continually works more than the other two by from fix 
to feven fchippunds, and notwit hflanding the workmen have been changed, the refult, 
without their being able to account for it, has yet been conRantly the fame. The Wal- 
loon method of working is followed here, becaufe more work is completed by that 
method, and the iron lefs hammered ; this pradtice is requifite at this forge as well as 
thatof Loefta and Gimo, as all the iron is manufaftured at thefe three different places, , 
of which the Englifli make their fteel. Here five thoufand fchippunds are forged ; 
fome years they have, from want of water, been able to forge no more than three thou- 
fand ; fometimes there is alfo a dearth of charcoal ; what is bought cofts 32 fchillings, 
if brought by the peafants it coRs from 6 to 7 dollars. For iron in bars, 4 lafts per fehip- 
pund is required, of which two for the rough iron of the firft carting. The charcoal' 
for the kilns is much more burnt than that for melting. The Reel is worked with fea- 
coal, after the Englifh manner, with artificial bellows. Samples of it have been fent .to 
France, but they could not vie with the Englifli. The price of nails is, if under five 
inches long, from one to fix dollars the thoufand. Large nails are fold by the fehip- 
pund, at from 10 to 15 rix-dollar.', according as the heads are more or lefs wrought. 

The water comes from a lake, three-fourths of a mile in length, which formerly was = 
a marfh. Channels were cut in the neighbouring foreRs connedted with it, in order to 
gather in one place all the rain-water ; m dry years there is but little, as was the cafe 
particularly in 1790. It frequently raifes higher than the ground in its neighbourhood, 
which has nccelfitated the conRrudtion of a Rrong dam ; ftould this give way, not , only 
the forge but the plain as far as Upfal, and a part of the town even, would be over- 
flowed. In 1751 or 32, only four inches were Wanting of its reaching the fummit of the ' 
dam. The Governor of Upfal perceiving the waters fuddcnly rife, came in perfon to ' 
CEuRerby, to fee if the dam had not given way. By the fide of the lake is another re- 
fervoir, and two more below this. From the firR to the laR there is a fall of from 
twelve to thirteen ells. The fame water fupplies Lceufta in great meafure. 

All workmen requifite to a colony are found here : the village is compofed of feventy 
houfes, difpofed in four Rreets after the manner of the Hutch ; each houfe contains two ■ 
families, and has a little garden ; there are 6ne hundred and. fifty workmen, and alto- 
gether feven hundred inh^itants. The Walloon colony at CEuRerby has preferved a 
confiderable portion of iw antirat manners : the people compofing it intermarrying 
only among themfelves, and holding the peafantry around in fovereign contempt. In 
1790 they attempted to imitate the people from .Liege, but this kind of revolt had no • 
confequences. In their contrail there is a ftipulation for wine, and they are paid in 
filver. Their fupport requires fixer feven thoufand tons of corn annually, and as the 
eRate produces no more than from nine hundred to a thoufand, the reR is purchafed, 
which occafions a confiderable expence. In this forge labour ceafes from eight in the 
morning of Saturday, until four on Sunday evening. The Director’s falary is from five 
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to 600 rix-dollars, he has moreover a dwelling, and like the workmen i& furnillied 
with charcoal and grain at hall:' price. Iron is extrafted from the drofs the fame as at 
Suderfors, . and as well as at Suderfors they here make bricks of it for building. Their 
grain is dried by a flue, through which the fumes from the furnace arc conducted beneath 
fheets imperceptibly bored and inclined the fame as the roof of a houfe ; Hues for this 
purpofe proceed from the two furnaces belonging to the hammer on the fide. There 
arc two chambers of this defeription, each of which dries twenty tons every twenty-fom? 
hours. They are a contrivance of Mr. Vellrceun, and have Been very generally 
adopted. 

P’rom QEuflerby to Bru is half a mile, (it will be necefl'ary to pre-advife one of the 
• clerks belonging to the forge of the time at which you wiflj to depart, as there are no 
horfes at CEufterby.) To one mile and a half. '1 his polt-houie is lome dif- 

tanceout of the great road, on the right; at a quarter of the diltance of this lad Huge, 
there is another road to the right wlilch leads to Forfmarck, a limiiar diliance. To 
I.OEufta three quarters of a mile ; from the inftant of leaving tlie road to I’orlmarck 
you have nothing but foreft, and will decide which of thole two forges you will \ific 
firft, according to your courfe afterwards being either northward to Gelle, or Ibuthward 
on return to Stockholm, or to regain the high road to Finland. 

Laujta, The inn is at the extremity of a long ftreet planted with trees ; on one fide 
are the houfes of the w'ork people and perfons employed, on the other, of the depend- 
ants on the cadle, which is of one dory and pretty enough, but not equally lo, in our 
edeem, with that of CEuderby ; as you enter the court on the right hand you lind two 
finall apartments ; upon the gardens are five apartments in fucceliion, among which are 
the faloon and dining-room ; the furniture is of a common defeription ; there are I'ome 
family piftures, and paintings of Italian monuments. A Cleopatra in tapedry, much ex- 
tolled, which had no charms for us, and which is valuable but on account of the perlbii 
from whom it was received by the pofl'eflbr. Among the portraits, that of Charles do 
Geer is didinguifliable ; the fird who came from Holland to Sweden in 1652. Me 
was proprietor of the edates of Fin/pongs, Fccufta^ Gimo, CEufterby^ Godegord, and 
Skilberg. On the fird dory are fome very plain apartments. 'I'he gardens are hand- 
fome, particularly when confidered they arc north of 6 of lat. The library is with- 
out the cadle ; it does not contain more than feven thoufand volumes, amotig w hich 
nothing peculiarly valuable, except a folio volume of infeds and birds, extremely well 
painted in colours. It is a defeription of the cabinet prefented by Charles de Geer, 
Marlhal of the Court, to the academy of fcienccs, where it dill is under the diredion 
of M. Sparrman. A manufeript of memoirs to ferve to give light to the hiiiory of the 
age in which he lived, written by Charles de Geer, with a number of drawings by 
himfelf, alfo a very beautiful work. Round the cadle are fevera! pavillions ferving for 
ftables for fixty-four horfes, kitchens, and other offices. A volery, two hot houfes 
containing orange-trees, aloes, coffee-trees, *&c. A magazin of fowling-pieces, contain- 
ing at lead ahundrjed, with a number. of pidols, feveral Ruilic dicks, and Lapland fur- 
niture. In a very fmall apartment is. a cabinet of natural hidbry. 

The forge is very confiderable, it ’employs four hammers, each of which capable of 
working fifty fchippunds weekly, when in ftill play ; in the whole they turn out from 
eight to nine thoufand fchippunds at the mod. The pigs are run in ether forges in the 
neighbourhood belonging likewife to the Baron de Geer, This is done for the fake of 
faving charcoal which is rare at Loeufta. Nothing is made here but bars ; their manner 
9f working, the Walloon. The hammers are at a dand from eight in the morning of 
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Saturday until Sunday at midnight. Grain is dried here in the fame manner as at 
CEufterby. This village alfo like that forms a colony of itfelf. 

In cafe of Hopping but for a few hours at Loeufta, the traveller will do well to retain 
the horfes he brings with him, to take him to the firft poft town, feeing there are none 
at Loeufta, and that he will otherwife have to wail. From Loeufta to Rethibo three 
quarters of a mile ; thence to Forfmarck one mile and a quarter ; although the real 
diftance be altogether no more than feven quarters, it is yet the cuftom, upon what ac- 
count is not known,* to exadf a quarter of a mile more. On the firft ftage the road be- 
gins to be very narrow, and you pafs through nothing but forefts. There is accom- 
modation for the traveller at the inn at Forfmarck, where he may lodge. 

Forfmarck. The manfion-houfe at Forfmarck has a more impofing appearance than 
either of the two preceding ; it is two ftories high ; eleven window's by fix ; a hand- 
fome court and agreeable gardens, which are the more ftriking from the wildnefs of 
the road to Forfmarck, from which nothing is to be feen but rocks and woods. The 
iron is not run into pigs here on account of the fcarcity of charcoal; the eftablifiiment 
has two hammers, and forges about. three tboufand fchippunds. The ore comes from 
Dannemora ; the pig iron from the neighbouring forges and from one in Finland, be- 
longing to Mr. Uggla. There is here a very fmall furnace of the fame fhape as tliofe 
in which the pigs are run ; the drofs is founded here which falls from the pigs when 
under the hammer ; when in train there are eight meltings per week, each yielding 
from three to four lifpunds of iron. The Walloon method is followed here, where 
there ftill remains a number of Walloons. All trades requifite to a colony are followed 
here as well as at the other forges, there is likewife a fchool for children. The work 
at the forges finiflies on Saturday at night, and is refumed on Sunday night. They have 
here a machine for drying grain fimilar to thofe at CEufterby and Lceufta : the ware- 
houfes are handfome and w'ell built. The eftate of Forfmarck was fold by Mr. Jen- 
nings to Mr. Uggla twelve years ago, for 100,000 rix dollars, it is now worth up- 
wards of 200,000, The mother of Guftavus Adolphus is faid to have dwelt here- 
Jobannefors is three-eighths of a mile diftant, where there is a fmall hammer for fteel- 
works and one for nails ; here alfo axles are made and fprings for carriages. Tire for 
w'heels is made at Forfmarck. To make the fteel they ufe Englifli coal which cofts one 
rix-dollar the ton. Here it is that the ore which Mr. Uggla fends to Finland to be 
melted is embarked on a canal, and the pig iron returned thence is unloaded ; it is 
very near the fea, which here forms a fmall bay and looks moft like a lake. There are 
here faw and corn-mills, over the corn-mills is a fmall belvidercy whence the fea is dif- 
covered, and where the vifitor inferibes his name in a regifter kept for thejpurpofe. 

From Forfmarck to NorrJScdicka is one mile and a quarter (really one and a half,) 
near the firft mile po.ft there is a road to the left which leads to CEuregrund, a fmaU 
town and fea-port. To Marka is one mile farther, the road fandy, the country well 
wooded ; on the left is diftinguilhed the little town of Ofthammer, and Ihortly after 
by the fide of a church youj leave the road to Uplal on the left. Before you arrive at 
the poft-houfe you keep forffome Ihort diftance along the banks of a lake. To Sanda 
one mile and a half, nothing but woods and rand,/&nd rocks. Half a mile from this 
place by the fide of the church is a monument erejfted by Baron Oxenftiern, in -memory 
of his wife, who died in 1786, it confifts of a imall iron column furmounted by an 
urn with an infeription beyond is the village compofed of one ftreet, with the houfes 
built only on one fide; it is fmall but very well built ; on the left you diflinguifli the 
feat of Baron Oxenftiern, in a charming feite near the fea ; this eftate, callra Hargs, 
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has a confiderablt! forge which employs two hammers. To Harmabyt one mile and a 
half, fands and woods and rocks. To Trojla^on^ and a half mile ; at the beginning 
of this llage you meet the road from Stockholm to Grifleham, and at length enter a 
more direft road: this llage is a bad one, has a number of rifings and delcents in it, 
and affords profpefts of nothing but fands and woods and rocks. To Grifleham three 
quarters of a mile } upon leaving the poll-houfe you crofs a very narrow arm of the 
fea which ftretches deep in Ihore, in a boat (the charge exceedingly fmall.) Grifleham 
is badly placed on the map of the roads, it ought to be more towards the north. 

Here it is that paflengers embark for the ifland of Aland ; the boatmen employed for 
the occafion are regiftcred marines ; but as they live at their own homes, frequently at 
great dillances from the Ihpre, you have to fend before to give them feveral hours no- 
tice unlefe you prefer waiting. On embarkation you pay a duty of four fchillings each 
perfon. The paffage over to Ekereu, in the ifland of Aland, is faid to be feven miles, 
for our part we do not think it fix : we were five hours within ten minutes in crofling: we 
have been affured that the paffage has been made in two hours, but fuch an event muft be 
very uncommon j the boats have no decks; if a fmall boat be taken the chargeistwo rix-dol- 
lars, if a larger, three, (we advife the latter.) In the winter time, that is to fay from 0 £lober 
14, to April 14, the charge is double. Haifa nx-dollar is given to the men to drink. 
Provided you embark with the courier on Wednefday or Saturday morning, you crofs 
for a trifle ; the (lipulated fare being hung up in the poll-houfe you cannot be millaken 
as ta what you have to pay. The worlt periods to pafs are the beginning of autumn and 
fpring, but particularly the latter. The ifland of Aland as well as thofe before met with, 
are dependencies of the government of Finland. In thefe Fadenhielm notes are current 
(fo called from the perfon by whom they.are figned) ; thefe notes were iffued during 
the war of 1788; they are current in Finland alone, where they are obligatory ; there 
was a difeount upon them when exchanged againll thofe of Rikfens, of from twelve to 
thirteen percent, and confequently a lols of twenty-five per cent, or thereabouts, when 
exchanged againll bank notes ; but, as is jull, thefe notes are received by the colledlors 
of the taxes, and are confequently ufed by the Fins for payment of their impolls. It 
has been in contemplation to annihilate them entirely, an ubjed much to be 
defired *. 

From Ekereu to Marby is feven eighths of a mile. Here you leave your horl'es and 
crofs an arm of the fea in an oared boat ; the fea here is about a quarter of a mile 
over ; provided you take with you a very light carriage fuch as are generally uf d in 
the country the wheels are not taken oft', if not it will be neceffary to take them off, and 
even to hava^two boats Ihould it be heavy and carry much luggage ; you are from twenty 
to twenty-five minutes in crofling. If on foot, on horfeback, or with a light carriage, 
you pay three dollars ; four for a carrpge with four wheels, and eight for two boats. 
The little ifland of Ekereu is very fandy ; has a quantity of forell and rocky ground, 
fome few corn-fields, and appeared to us tolerably well peopled. The ifland of Aland, 
upon which we landed is about three miles in breadth, froln eaft to weft, and foiuewhat 
more in length. It is pretty well peopled although it has it) towns ; is very woody, has 
abundance of rock, but lefs fand\ihan the preceding. In it blo(ks of red granite, 
are feen on every fide ; ■ it is indented by many arms of the fea which form numerous 
gulphs, and mtift neceffarily render a dired communication difticult at certain feafons of 

* In 1793, the Rrgcnt ordered them to be paid. Count M. had iflUed a number of forged ones ; but 
bit property was fequc&nted fotc the ^yment of them, birofelf degraded from his tank, and baniihed the 
kingdom. 
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thfi year. Landing on the ifland of Aland you find the poft^houfe of FrebetU/y: thence 
to Enkarby is one mile and a quarter) to Haraldby one and a quarter) almoft towards 
the end of this ftage you crofs a fmall arm of the fea pi a flat boat, the charge is one 
fchilling per each horfe, the carriage is not difmounted. To Bomarfand three eighths 
of a mile ; at the firfl; eighth after pafling a wooden bridge you diftinguifli on the right 
the xuinated caftle of Cajielbolm, in which the unfortunate Eric XIV. was confined in 
1751. By the fide of it is a fmall building which ferves as a prifon. At Bomarfund 
you embark for* Finland ; if the wind be good it will be advifeable to take boat direct 
for Abb, thus avoiding the inconvenience and lofs of time arifing from repeated em- 
barkations and difembarkations. In this cafe, as you travel through the village of Finby, 
half a mile before you reach Bomarfand, you mull treat with a boat mailer in order not 
to have to wait: a boat to Abo colls five, or at moll fix rix-dollars; thedillance nearly 
fixteen miles and a half. We crolTed in fifteen hours, and had not the wind changed 
toward&'fhe latter part of our courfe, Ihould have completed the paflage in lefs than 
iii; as we had already got fourteen miles on our way in eight hours : with the ex- 
ception of the palTage called Delet nearly three miles broad, you are conllantly fur- 
rounded by illands, and at hand to take refuge in cafe of contrary winds. Of thefe 
illands, fome are nothing but rocks, others are covered with wood and inhabited. 
Some are more than a league and a half in breadth, fuch as Vardo^ Kumlingey and feveral 
others as you approach the coaft of Finland. This inceflantly varying feene affords a 
Angular prdfpeil , before you reach Abo, you percrive the little town of NodendabL 
If the traveller prefer following the cullomary road he may confult the book of poll 
roads ; he will however do much better in taking our advice, fo faving both money 
and time. 

Abo, the capital of Finland, is fituated on a fmall river about half a mile from the 
fea; it has a number of Hone houfes, and contains ten thoulimd inhabitants. It is 
imagined that the laft war may pollibly have fomewhat diminifhed this number. At 
the entrance of the channel or river of Abo, on the left, is the old callle in which the 
unfortunate Eric XIV. was for fome time imprifoned, as well as John III, in 1563. In 
1791, this caftle was repaired for quarters for troops; a plan was refolved upon for 
eitablifliing there a third flotilla compofed of a dozen of bomb ketches and about three 
fcore gun-boats. They are to be under (helter; when the caftle is finilhed it will afford 
quarters for one hundred and eighty marines. 

The cathedral is a tolerably large building of great antiquity : it contains the monu- 
ments of a number of noble families buri^ there ; that among otheraof Catharine 
Manfdotter, Queen of Sweden, married to Eric XIV. who died in Fyan d in 1612. 
In the fame chapel that of Count de Tott her fon-in-law, and her ^fdugSter Sigrida. 
The organ is the prefentof a citizen of Abo, who thought he hada.n^ttotranfmithis 
likenefs to pofterity, and for that purpofe caufed himfelf to be pain^ at length in the 
middle of the front. jy 

The univerfity was founded in 1640, during the minorit)r of Cpriftina: it contained 
in 1791 three hundred :]nd fifty ftudents : it k regulated in the fame manner as the 
univerfity at Upfal. The library contains ten tbmfaud volumes ; its revenue is no mote 
than 120 rix-dollars; it was founded by Cou^ Brahe at the lame time as the univer- 
fity : this library contains nothing particularly curious ; we were Ihewn a manufeript 
in folio of one thou^d three hundred and forty-one pages, entitled. Minutes tf a 
commiffion nominated in 1 676, atid ibe fentence pronounced on certain tnaltfaBors and 
magicians, written in the Swedijh language by Andrew Engman, the Notary of the /aid 
Commiffion : it wants fome leaves at the beginning. Mijale Abenfe^ Lubeck, 1588* 
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with wooden cuts ; only two copies are in exiftence ; the other is in the library at Up* 
-fal, and is not complete. Dialogus creati&arum mralizatus. The hiftory of the library 
has been wiiUten by Henry Gabriel Pprthun, profeflbr of Rhetoric. 

Char. Abo to Peterjburg by Helfingfors, Fredericjhamtnt and Wjybtfrg. 

FROM ^ Abo to Pikio, commons, heaths, fome hills, and fome meadows, but of no 
great extent. To Vifta the lame country, a number of windmills. To Handele, an 
interfered country, ^ndy roads, afcents and defcents frequent, woods. The pofl-houfe 
•is on the left, on an eminence out of the high road. To Hake/iaro no change of fcene, 
many hill^ the defcent of fome of which bad. Hajla^ the firif mile fands, woods, and 
rocks, afcents and defcents in very quick fucceffion, the reft of the road not fo bad, pre- 
fents fome valleys and meadows. To Swandby^ (on this ftage you pay for a aparter of 
a mile xpore thsm the real diftance,) fands, rocks, and hills; a quantity of foreft, bo^Ii. 
before and after you pafs a bridge : in the middle of the ftage you meet with two roads 
which are the fame } houfes extremely rare. To Biorlby, fands, rocks, woods, the 
road hilly : at about three quarters of a mile on this ftage you leave to the ri^ht a road 
leading ton newly conftrured fort, and take that through the wood. To Miollbolftadt 
the fame fort of road, many profpe^ of the fea, and of a feat on the right belonging to 
Mr. AmuK^-: the road by the fide of a river on which are feveral hammers for iron ; 
the banks of it are well peopled, at length you crofs it, and after palling the bridge leave 
the xoa/Si Ekemt on the right. To Kockisy fands and almoft uninterrupted lorefts ; 
this ftagein exceedingly rugged : the poft«houfe is on the right out of the high road. 
To Boijiadt the road better, the country well peopled, and cultivated ; the poft>houfe 
away from the road. To a far lefs agreeable ftage, frequently ftony, woody, and 
full of billocks. To BombauUy hills, fmds, the country well populated and in good 
cultivation. To Heljin^orsy lands and mountains. Provided the traveller be not in- 
clined to go to Helfingfors, -which is to the right out of the great road, he will proceed 
b'pm Bombceule to I^kftoeule. At almoft all the poft houfes from Abo there are 
accommoda^ns for lleepiag, either good or bad : at Helfingfors there are a number of 
inns, the ^u is kept by a German. 

Helfii^fors, Notwithftanding this be the refidcnce of the Commander in chief of 
Finland it is a town moft horridly paved, and contains no more than a thoufand in- 
habitairis^ ^ m with perfed truth affirm that we faw as many cows in the ftreets as 
paffengirii} for the fortrels'of Sweabourg it is tot^dly unworthy of being vifited : this 
fortre&ii fii^^-tban half a mile from the Ihore, and is deferving the minute attention of 
thecurionus tratm]^. For this purpofe an order from the minifter or the Governor of 
Finland is indifp^bly neceflary. 

On one iidp of the toWn is a magazine for the field artillery, which is to confift of 
one hundred and tv^ty-jneces of cannon, many of which are now calling, and right 
thoufand midquets. Them aire other wTagazines in Finland. Ul'he officer who conduded 
us, infofrinpd us that there were neark rour hundred pieces of cannon employed in the 
laft vnoty which. When to one acquaii^d with the roads and the country, muft appear 
extraordinary iti^eed. , Twentyrfour Irorfes are required for a twenty-four-pounder, fix 
for a fix-ppunder,^ amd for cannon of other dimenfions in proportion. 

* The houfe occupied m 1791 by General Klinfeorre, is the very fame in which the lodge of Free Ma- 
foDs was held, of which we fpoke in our account of the confpiracy againft Guftavus 111. } at that period it 
w«s inhabited by General Poffc. • 
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Sweabourg. This fortrefs is cotnpofed of feven ftnall iflands or rather rocks, three 
of which are joined to each other by bridges. It requires half an hour to pais fron^ 
Helfingfors over to the principal ifland (GuAafhSltn), on which the governor’s houie 
is fituated.' No comniunicatton between the fortrefs and the town is pra£Hcable during 
the preval^D^e of a (trong fouth>wefl: wind. The conftru^ion of this place was begun 
in 'iaif aithough it be not yet complete, it is in a perfedly defenfible conditmn, 
but WQU^f<^ that purpofe require a garrifon of Hx thoufand men. The ganifon in 
July I ^|H|ioiVliit\Jd'of three battalions of infantry (levies), and two of marines, making 
togethen|^|6 thoufand men. There was befides a company of artillery, but that was 
in anothet-^fland, where alfo is the arfenal, and magazine for the land forces only. On 
coming from Heiilngfors, you leave this ifland on the left. Independent of the garri- 
fon, there<afe other inhabitants, which, with the wives and children of the foldiers, may 
make the '.{'’hole population amount to four thoufand. It has neither fpring nor well, 
but an ir.imcnfe refervoir for preferving rain water.. The buildings are extenflve and 
wdl-t-flililhed ; 'esfemates are fafliioned for five or fix thoufand men, with feveral powder 
magazines, three of which alone are built of brick. (The powder cofts His Ms^eily 
1 o rix-dollars the q'aintal.) There is a complete ftaff here, and all defcriptions of 
workmen requiflte to a colony. There are befides common prifons in the citadel. The 
harbour is excellent, being capable of containing fixty fail of the line : large veflfels can- 
not enter but by an extremely narrow channel, commanded by the guns of the fortrefs ; 
we faw, exclufive of mortars, one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, which point upon- 
this pafTage, and nearly a thoufand pieces altogether, including the land batteries in the 
different forts. Many of the works are cut out of the rock. A very handfome dock 
is now making, which when finilhed, will be able to hold fifteen veffels under cover, 
twelve of which for the fake of prefervation, and three at the extremity of the dock for 
repairs, between two fluices. This dock is three hundred and feventy-two Swedifh feet 
in length, by one hundred and fifty in breadth. Another new one is conflru£t- 
ing, which will foon be finilhed, and be capable of containing the largefl fhips of the 
line. 

This is the firll flation of the flotilla. Here are xebecs, frigates, praams, floating 
batteries, gun boats and yawls in dry dock under cover, but no galleys. The number 
of thefe veffels is very confiderable, many of them frigates of thirty-fix guns, and fhipS' 
called TnurmOf which carry twenty-four thirty-fix pounders, and are the more tremen- 
dous, from their ports being no more than four feet from the water. Thefe contri- 
buted greatly towards the viaory obtained at Svenkfund. We faw fonte veffels, which 
looked like xebecs, carrying ten guns placed in the middle, and which jlNm be turned 
in any direAion. On board the galleys the fupply is one hundred broabfldes^ the fame 
for the yawls and gun boats ; thefe latter carry from fixty to fixty.fouy^men, in which 
cafe fifty foldiers, eight failors, and fix gunners. The complcinei^ of the yawls is 
eighteen men, commanded by a petty oflSicer ; they carry one gun df from eighteen to 
twenty-four pounds, fixed p fuch a manner, that the boat recoils ypon its being fired 
and not the piece itfelf ; in/ront is a fort of projecHon, with a platform, from which the 
gun is loaded, after which the man re-enters thJboat. A divifion is, generally com- 
pofed of ten gun boats and fix yawls, fometimes xyiore. Colonel Kiercher, commandant 
at Sweabourg, (of whofe civilities yre cannot fpeak tp highly,) has contrived a kind of 
bomb ketch, which has not yet been put in fervice. It confiffs of a very large veffel, 
the mafl: of which is made to lower at pleafure ; the mortar is fiationed near the main- 
mall, in the middle of the veffel ; it is couched on a frame of flrong planks, under 
which is a heap of birch bark great depth, for the purpofe* of diminiOiing, by the 
cUllicity of the bark, the violence of the recoil. The mortar is calculated to throw a 

bomb 
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bomb of eighty*e!ght pounds, befides at the fame time one of forty pounds *. M. dc 
Kiercber is employed on the map of Finland. 

Diftn'buted among the three ilatioiSs of the fleet at Sweabourg, Stockholm, and Abo, 
there are one hundred and thirty-three gun boats, fixty-three yawls, forty galleys and 
demi'galleys, about forty ft^^uare built (hips, fuch as frigates, xebecs, cutt^^ &c. At 
Landferona, a fourth ftation is to be formed, on the plan of that of Abe.V ^F^ruman. 
ning this fleet there are one thoufand two hundred and feventy-fiv e men regiflered, that 
is to fay, eight hundred and twenty«flve in Finland, and four hundreS~and flftyin Swe- 
den : the eight hundred and twenty-five are divided into fourteen companifts', two of 
which, of one hundred men each, for the two colonels at Sweabourg and Abo ; three 
' of feventy-five, for the lieutenant-colonel and the two majors at Sweabourg^'; and eight 
of fifty, commanded by esmtains. The four hundred and fifty in SwedcAform feven 
companies, four of which or feventy-five men each, and three of fifty. Tl^fi\companies 
remain the fame in time of war ; they are engaged for fix years, receiyyj'plottes. pcr 
month, aind tw;o pounds of bread per diem. Every three years ibeynave furniflled 
them a jacket, waiftcoat, and three pair of breeches of blue cloth, which cofts 36 fchil- 
lings an ell ; two coats and two pair of breeches of coarfe grey cloth f, and two waift- 
coats of coarfe unbleached cloth f ; three pair of long pantaloons, and three aprons of 
fail-cloth, which coft from 5 to 8 fchillings per ell ; three pair of fhoes, ( i rix-dollar 
eight fchillings,) and three pair of foies; four fhirts and four pair of woollen (lockings 
/(one with smother from 16 to 20 {killings); two pair of long rolled up hofe, which 
cover the thigh; two pair of leathern overalls ; a hat (untrimmed 32 {killings, with 
the band and hoop, &c. 24 — i rix-dollar 8 fchillings) ; and a hair Itiflener for the 
neck (id fchillings). The cloak is given only once in nine yftirs, the knapfack once 
in fix years, and themulketand bayonet the fame 16 rix-dollars). 

At Sweabourg we faw fome fix-pounders, which had as many as forty calibers. Ex- 
periments have been made of cannon to move on a pivot, but without fuccefs. We 
had fome Ruffian pieces {hewn us almo{t as long as cannon, the mouths of which were 
ten inches in diameter, and from Which they fire thirty three-pounders at a time ; they 
will carry from five to fix hundred fathoms ; the Ruffians place two of them on the 
poop of their Ships. 

There is an eighth illand, perfedfly contiguous to that in which the fortrefs is fitu- 
ated, whence, in cafe of the enemy getting a ftation, it might be fuccefsfully attacked. 
It is in contemplation to fortify it, which is highly neceflary, for it would be an eafy 
matter to tMrabard thence, under cover of the rocks, not only the fortrefs but the flo- 
tilla in thftJu^ur alfo. If the engagement of the ptb of July had had a different re- 
fult, it wasi^nded that Sweabourg fhould'have been attacked, and from this ifland 
was it they meffit it Ihould be bombarded. The Ruilians are in polfeffion of very exaft 
plans of this forttefs, given them by the traitor Springporten |. 

The principal co^irt of the fortrefs is regular and ^ndfome : at the bottom is the 
^ovemo/s houfe, well fumifhed, nay much better than coi^ld be looked for on a rock 
m the middle of the fea. In the cevrt is a tomb elevated feme few fteps ; it is that of 
Mr. Ebrehfvard, the governor of tM place, who formed the plan of the fortrefs. In 

* At tKe map and chart office at Stockholm, fome very handfome charts of the Baltic and the Gulph 
of Finland, by Vice-Admiral Nordenanker, may be procured.. There were l^ven publiibed in lypt, whicli 
number it to be made up ten : they are reported to be minutely corrcA, and coft but 24 (kiUinga each. 
There are alfo three charts of lake Wener. 

■f Of hemp or flax. ' , 

f We . have been afltired even at Pcterlburgr that the Kuffiana had friends in the fortrefs upon whom' 
they depend ; but thia we are unwilling to believe.' 

the 
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the governor’s houfci which formerly was the hofpital, he is painted extremely well in 
crayons, on cloth. The pidture of him was taken by Mr. Sjoeuftiernal, a Swedilh of- 
ficer, wounded at the battle of Hogland ; this officer ferved in France during the Ame- 
rican war. (At that time we had nearly fifty in our navy ; twenty-eight of whom re- 
turned to their own country, all of them remunerated with the Order of Merit.) 
This fortrefs, of the greateft confequence, deferves the full attention of the traveller.- 

From Helfingfors to Hacklbceule the roads are tolerably good, few mountains, fome 
fands. On leaving the town, you crofs two finall arms of the fea over bridges. At the 
middle of the ftage you leave on the left the great road, quitted on the way to Helfing- 
fors. This fame road leads to Tava(iehus,and into theSavolax. On the left you difeern 
a large plain ; frequently rocks and foine woods. At Sibho, a tolerably handfome poft- 
houfe, an abundance of wood j the country conftantly full of rocks, but pretty well 
cultivated ; Ibme few fands. Half a mile from the poll-houfe, on the right hand, on- 
the road, is a fmall glafs-houfe ; it employs but five hands, and has but one furnace 
with five openings ; the firlt earth is brought from Straifund, and cofts 1 2 fchillings 
per nine pounds Swedilh weight : here glafles of all deferiptions are made, and plate 
glafs; the largell plates are forty-fix French inches by twenty-four to twenty-five. We 
did not confider them of very good colour. This glafs-houfe is called Mariendabli 
there are three others in Finland, one at Biorneborg, one at Uleaborg, and the third 
at Tavaftehus ; the lall is the moft confidcrable. The poll-houfe at Sibbo is on the left 
out of the road ; here you may fleep.— To Vokojki^ fome fliort but very rapid afeentSi 
woods, and rocks. On leaving the poft-houle, you pafs a road on the left, which leads 
to St. Michael. The poll-houfe of Vokoftu is on the left, out of the road. Before 
you reach it, you crofs a bridge over a fmall river. — To Borgo^ the road hilly, the 
country covered with wood. At the entrance of Borgo, you crofs the river over a 
bridge. This town is very badly paved, and very dirty. Here it was that,- for the 
firll time, we were alked for our paffport, the judge of its value an innkeeper. At 
Louifa, upon our leaving the town, it was enquired for again. — ^lo llbi^ this llage is 
fimilar to the two preceding.— -To Perno, the road Hill very mountainous ; rocks and 
forell on cither fide. Between Forbi and Perno is a very high caufeway, in a wood, - 
between two precipices : in cafe of travelling this way by night, the greateft care will 
be requifite. — To Forjby\ here is a furnace and two hammers.-7-To Louifa on this 
ftage you difeern bloclisof granite on each fide throughout the whole dillance. 

Louifa has no gates ; it is a frightful town, fituated in a fmall fpace between the 
mountains and the fea ; its garril'on confifted of one battalion of infantry) of the regi- 
ment of Stakelberg, and one company of artillery. The bell thing about the town is, 
it is not paved } yon confcquently may traverfe U without being jolted to death : there 
is a little fort a mile out at fea ; it is not' of great confequence, yet Ihould we have vifited 
it but for the incivility of General Stakelberg, governor of Louifa, to whom we not- 
withftanding carried a letter of recommendation : fortunately the only inftance of rude- 
nefs we noticed in Swede^ from perfons in office was at our leaving the kingdom.— To 
Tes jau ; a fimilar ftage t^ the preceding one, roe^, woods, and blocks of granite,— To 
Pytth ; at half a mile on this ftage is the Swedifii cuftom-houlib ; afterwards a corps de 
garde f confifting of an officer and thirty men. 'who are relieved every four months 
here you (hew your paffport ; beyond is a bridge over an arm of the Kymen, and a 
little farther a poll on /he left, which indicates you are fifty werftsfrom Fredericihamm.- 
'i’his is the boundary of the two Hates. A little before you come hither is a fmall paf- 
lage over a rock, very Ihort, it is true, but very bad. Before the end of the ftage, at 
the extremity of a bridge, is a cheveux de friz£ ; there is the Ruffian cuftom-houfe : you 
jyet (liew your Swedilh paffport j by giving a la Hdlling note you avoid being rummaged,, 

provided; 
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provided your luggage be not very confiderable ; in cafe, however, of appearing loaded, 
the examination is fometimes rigorous; the road refembles that of the preceding 
ttage. 

The diftances hence are meafured by werfts ; the charge is two kopees per horfe per 
werft ; the werfts are marked on pofts, defcribing the cUftance paftcd and that to go ; 
you pay before hand, and need give nothing to the poftillion. Provided you choofe to 
be thus liberal, give what you mean to the man himfelf, and not the under officer of 
the poft-houfe in reckoning with him, for in fuch cafe the poftillion ‘Would get nothing. 
A piece of 5 kopees pcrfedUy contents him. To Suitola, in the middle of the ftage, is 
a wretched wooden bridge, and two others towards the end. To Fredericjbamm ; at 
the fourth werft is a bridge over the Kymen, where is a fine cafcadc, which is worth 
Hopping to fee. The moft favourable profpeck of it is from the road itfelf, about two 
or three hundred paces beyond the bridge. The two laft ftages are extremely fatiguing; 
the road crooked, almoft continually over rocks, with many afcents and defcents ; woods 
and blocks of granite on each fide the road *. After leaving Suttola we pafied through 
two regiments encamped. The Prince of Nafiau Inhabited a houfe nearly upon the 
high road. Part of the fleet was at Svenkfund, for the prote£tion of the works begun 
there. 

Frederijhamnu, a fmall unpaved town, regular enough, but thinly peopled ; its forti- 
fications towards the land are very infignificant, nor has it any thing whatever deferving 
notice ; you will lodge at the Swedilh widows, but nuift bargain before hand, or expeft 
to be handfomely fleeced. Your palTport will be required as well on entering as leaving 
the town ; and here you may begin to fticw, in lieu of the Swedilh paflport, that with 
which you are provided from the Ruffian minifter in Stockholm. 

From Fredericlhamm to Wyburg is one hundred and ten werfts. — ^To Kokena, rocky 
and woody. — To Petcrlax^ Hurpolava, Wilajok^ Ser-viok, roads o£ the fame dclcription, 
except on the laft ftage, which is fandy and bad. — To Wyburg, bad enough : in order 
to avoid a number of gulphs, you are obliged to make a long circuit to reach Wyburg : 
a little before you arrive thither, you pafs two arms of the lea, over two long and ex- 
ceedingly tirefome bridges ; they are made of trunks of trees, both round and fquare, 
ranged alongfide of each other without any nicety : very near the city you crofs a 
third bridge, afterwards an exceedingly long jetty, which terminates the third en- 
clofure. 

Wybotirg, the capital of the government which comprehends all that part of Finland 
belonging to.Rullia, was burnt in 1793. There were then a number of brick houfes 
whitened over ; trade is fomewhat brilk, a number of deals being Ihipped hence ; its 
fortifications are in a goodftate ; by alking permiflion of the governor, you may be per- 
mitted to vifit them with an officer : there is here conftantly a very relpedtable garrifon- 
We were fubjedl to much formality before we reached our inn : our palTport was en- 
quired for as well on our entrance as our departure. . 

From Wyburg to.Peterlburg is one hundred and forty w^fts. — To Kamarie few af- 
cents, but only rocks, and the roads mode by trees laid acrofs.j— 'To Rofvoja much fand ; 
the, road appears not to be finilhed ; almoft all the werfts on this road have been taken 
away. — ^'I'o Patnpola a very ftony roadV, at five werfts is a village, after paffing through 

♦ Wc noticed that, the blocks of granite in Finland were much lefs hard and more friable than thofe in- 
thc interior of Sweden ; arilingt according to fcYcral naturalifta, from there being two different deferiptiona 
of granite. May it not likewifc proceed from the fhores ef the Baltic having been left by the water at a 
later period than the interior, whence the blocks have neceffarily become more hard and more perfeAly 
formed ? An opinion adopted by a number of SwcdiAi authors^ who affirm that the Baitic diminHhcs in 
hjcight forty-five inches nearly in every ceutury. 


which 
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which you have for fome time a very pleafing view of a fake. — ^To Lindova the fame 
bad road.— To Bellofirova the fame or worfe ; in this ftage you pafs the little river 
S^ra over a bridge, on the fide of which is a poll;, which indicates the commencement 
of the government of Peterfburg. The poft-mafter at Bieloioftrow obliged us to take 
an additional borfe, without giving us any reafon wherefore, but that it was his will. 
The poft-houfe is on the right, out of the high road, and is by much the neateft of all 
upon the road. — To Uramtxuikojki the road very bad and out of repair, full of holes, 
roots, and trunks <Nf trees ; fo that you are obliged to go flow for werfts together, un- 
lefs you would rilk your carriage being broke to pieces. — ^To Peterfburg the road not 
fo bad, yet far from good ; this whole ftage is paid double. 

After palling Wyburg the country is much better cultivated than that which is tra- 
verfed to reach it. Between Fredericlham and Wyburg you meet with a number of 
redoubts, conftrufled during the laft war j from before you reach Borgo, you pafs over 
a part of the theatre of the war. The country is but little wafted, much lefs in Rullia. 
than in Sweden, owing to the dift'erent manner in which the two nations make war. 
Soon as you enter Ruffian Finland you perceive a viftble change; the country is lefe 
peopled, worfe cultivated ; the villages become exceedingly rare, and nothing but mi- 
Icry is feen : if Frediricfliam and Wyburg be excepted, not a poildioufe is there to be 
found which has the flighteft accommodation, no bed, no furniture, and abfolutely no* 
thing whatever to eat ; frequently even there is nothing but a liable, which fcarcely IheU 
ters the horfes from the weather. In many houfes we faw nothing but a naked bed- 
ftead, the fame as that at a corps de garde, a table, and fome wretched chairs. The 
inhabitants appeared in an abfolute Hate of deftitution, the peafants clothed in rags ; in 
fuch a picture do we fee the effefls of a government fo different to that of Sweden. 
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From HcIJtnburg to Carlfcroon* 


Stages. 


ns 

*a 

n 


^From Helfinburg to Aftorp, 
To Obu, - . - 

Blekmufa, 

Tyringuen, 

Veeninguen, 

Vanberga, 

Chriftianftadt, a city, 
Felkinguen, 
GoeWderid, * - 

Carried forward, 


Swedifh miles. 

•2 

H 

K 

li 


> 3 i 


i 


\ 


Stages. 

Brought for^var^ 
To Norve, 

Carllhamm, a city, 
Hogbu, 

Runneby, 
Slulinguen, 
Carlfcroon, a city, 


Swedilh mdet. 

H 
2 
2 
If 
If 
If 

fl 3 * 
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Route from Carlfcroon to Gottenburg, 


Stages. 

Swcdlili miles. 

Skilinguen, 

m 

ii 

Runneby, 

- 

li 

Skiceurgen, 

- 

i| 

Diuramola, 

■V 

I? 

Quarnamoia, 

« 

li 

Urofa, 


li 

Inguelftadt, 

- 

oj 

Vixioeu *, a. city. 

m 

H 

1 1 

CEurs, • 


li 

Hoefioeu, 


1 

Torp or Nedeilet, 


i| 

Bor, 

m 

2 


Carried forward, 6 ^ 


•a 

J 

'cd 

s 

O) 


Stages. Sw^edifli milc«» 

Brought forward, 6 \ 

f To Vemumo, - i 


Brearud, 

2 | 

Olmeftadt-, 

I. 

Gillaved, 

It 

Gronhault, * • - 

14 

Tofstorp, 

li- 

Svenliounga, 

It 

Hounarud, 

H 

Skoue, 

If 

Bioeurlanda, 

I| 



Land wetter, - 2^ 

Gottenburg +, a city, 1^ 


From Gottenburg to Stochholnu, 



" To Kunghelf, (at the poll- 7 
houfe,) - 5 

Kiufhill, 

Marllrand, (by fea, a city. 

14 

i| 


• 

at Fryber’s,) 

0 

*c < 


Kiufhill, v^by fca,) 

ij 


0 

spj 

Kunghelf, 

It 


Wi 

He, 

If 


"S 

Beck, 

7 

T 

E r 


Holm, •• 

H 

%{ 


Salm, 

1 



Stroeum, 

If 

C« f 


Weneriburg, (a city, at the 


i 


poll- houfe,) 

3 

_l 3 i 

1 a» < 

r ta 

9 


' Borfted', 

If 

CO 


Greftorp, « 

If 

i •- 

» 

to 

Taog* 

li 

•s 

xs r 

l. 

Mclbu. 

If 


Halangen, - .ai 

Embaka, - / 1.4- 

^ k 

w' 

Biceurfetter, 

14 


Hafslctroeurs 

% 

a 

; i- 


Hofva, 

Carried forward. 

15 

1 


Brought forward,. 
To Bodarne, . 

Werftorp, 
Blackftadcd, 

Mofes, 

CEurebra, (a city,) 

Glandfoam, 

Fellingforo, 

Arboga, 

Kendfocur, 

Smedbu, 

Lund, 

Ticelftadt, 

Ekefog, 

Malmby, 

Lagatrockj 

Kumla, 

Soeundertelie, 

Fitia,' 

Stockholm, 


^5 

2 | 

a 

2 

I 

1 

> 4 - 

li 

It 

I'T 

1 

1 

»T 

It 

It 

It 

2 

— 

435 - 


* At the poft'houfe ; but as it is kept by three mkfters, whu each take their week, if it happen to be that 
of Mr. Grcenae. care ihouh) be taken not to becons); his dupe. 

t At the poft-houfe you will meet with indifferent-accommodation : much better but dearer at the Mife 
Mullers. _ 
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From Stockholm to FahluHf md return b^TJpfal, 


& 

rd 

•a 

cs 
.4) 


Stages. Swedi/h milei. 

To Barkarbu, 

Tible, 

Gran, 

Tunalund, > 

Vonfioeu, 

Carlbu, - 

Torna, 

Sahia, (a city) at the poft- 
houfe. 


II 


Brodbo, 

Vegame, 

Afveftadt, a city, at the 
poil'houfe. 




12 

H 

I 


2l 


4f J 


"i c 

ii 


Stages, 


5S3 

S wediih miles. 


To Grodoeu, 

Soeter, a city at the poll* 7 
houfe, • j * 


Naglarby, 

Fahlun, a city, on the 7 
great fquare, 5 


_3i 

n 

31 


I 


•=* f 

VO I 

^ J 


Return from Fahlun to Stockholm by Geflot Suderfors. 


cd 

Q 


u 

•n 

e: 

V 

O 


To Strand, - 1 

Upbo, - 1 1 

SmedbUy . 1 

Rorlhyttan, - i J 

Sarftad, at the poft-houfe, H 

Afen, . 1 1 

Hogbo, - • 

Beck, . 

Gefle,(city) at a merchant’s 
in the church fquare. 


'i: 

•laj 


Elfscarleby, 

Mehedd, 

Suderfors, 


«T 

li 

i 


TS 

a 

— < 

a. ' 

!3 


V 


To Yfre, 

Lobu, 

Hogfta, 

Upfal city, (at Hodbergs) 


Malma, 

Ofbu, 

Hauibu, 

Rolebro, 

Stodkholm, 


3 

li 

li 

7 i 

U 

>4 

H 

14 

2 

7 i 


4 C 3 


From 



Swedlfli Finland, Upland. Sudertfiania. 
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From StpekbobH io Vpfal by Gripjbolm^ EJki/iuna, and Wejierou 


Stages. Swedilh miles. 

To- Fitia, . - 1 J 

Soeuderteljc, (city) 2 

Kumla, • 14 

Griplholm, 

. Oker, (no inn) 

Malmbu, 

Fkefog, 

Tiollladt, 

Efkililuna, fa city) at the 
poft'houfe. 

Carried forward. 


I 


1 

1 

Jf 

1 


12 | 


Stagei. Swedifh mlln. 

Brought forward, i2i 


ej 
a 

cd 

$ 


C 

CJ 


< 


To Smedbu, 
Kolbeck, 
Skantzen, 
Skultuna, 
Wefterofi, 
Niquarn, 
Eiikoping, 
Liflena, 
Scfva, 
Upfal, 


li 

2 

i 

If 

2 t 

I 

1 

If 

1| 
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Obfervaiions* 

lFi 

Helfinburg contains at moft but one thoufand two hundred inhabitants ; in any other 
country it would be confidered merely a village : it has neither fortifications nor port : 
its jetty of flone, but bad ; on leaving it you afeend a ftcep mountain. The roads ex- 
cellent as far as Chriflianiladt. Before you arrive at this city you crofs the river Hel- 
gea over a number of bridges. Chriflianiladt is built pretty regularly of wood, is badly 
paved, of inconflderable fize, but fortified : fince the revolution of 1772 it has been 
famous. The King’s regiment is here in garrifon. Is celebrated for its fkin gloves* 
Between Goeudderid and Norye you leave Scania to enter Blekingen. Between Norye 
and Carljham is a fmall but very pretty cafeade. Carlfham is a fmall town badly paved ; 
its flreets are large and regular, its houfesof wood. In the very village itfelf oi Runneby 
there is a cafeade, and one, more confiderable, half a mile further. 

Carlfcroon is a city which comprized fifteen thoufand inhabitants before the fire of 
1790: this deflroycd more than three-fourths of it. Great difpatchis ufed in its re-edifi- 
cation : a confiderable part is founded on the rock ; the royal marine eflablifhment 
being divided from the city by a very thick wall fuffered no injury. The traveller 
fliould fee the new dockj it is an admirable work ; but we may fafely' affirm, from con- 
templation of the finances of Sweden, and the little value 01 the undertaking, that it 
will never be completed. The port is well defended : the fortifications on the land 
fide are of no value ; but the nature of the pofition, furrounded almofi on every fide 
by the fea, makes it difficult of approach. 

You return from Carlfcroon by the fame road you caiAe, as far as Runneby ; half 
a mile beyond which village you take the right hand road. There is another way by 
Killeridy but it is longer and not fo pleafant. .Bftweeen Skioeurgue and Diuramola 
you leave Blekingen and. enter Smaland, a wild and mountainous province ; lakes, 
firs : the road excellent. 

At Quarnamola you may bargain with the poffillions to take you acrofs the country 
to Vexioeu. By this means you fave two flages, and a good length of time. If you 
prefer continuing with the fame horfes, the pofiillion from Urfa will take you to 
Vexioeu, without flopping at hgticljiadu Tex/aa is the capital of Smaland, and the 
only city between Carlfcroon and Gottenburg : notwithflanding the refidence of the 
Governor and Bifhop, it is but an infignificant place. It is fituated near a lake ; one’ 
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is lined with treeB, but all are not, as reported by fome travellers, no doubt from 
: hearfay. 

Beyond Vexioeu, a continuation of woods and mountains. At (Eurs yon may take 
the road to lonkoeuping ; although fomewhat longer it is better, and goes through fome 
towns. After palling Hceuficeu there are a number of flopes dangerous for a heavy 
carriage. The poll houfe at Bor is out of the high road : this is very often the cafe. 
As you leave Vernumo you pafs over a bridge, at which you pay 2 fous per wheel ; af- 
terwards crofe the high road from Helfinburg to Stockholm. On this llage nothing 
but heath and fands. The fair of Vemame is famous in the country ; the flails are 
kept coninually (landing according to the ufage of the Swedes. Beyond Gronhult ex- 
tenfive forefts. As you leave Svenliourga you inuft take the left hand ix>ad ; that on 
the right leads to Boros : little or no cultivation. The four laft.ftages are the w'orft on the 
whole road ; on the laft a fteop hill : the road is cut through the rock j the wheels 
will frequently want locking. We travelled over the whole of this road, between the 
25th and 30th of December, on our wheels, and a very heavy and greatly loaded car- 
riage; but we advife no body to follow our example, as we confider it a miracle that we 
were not dallied to pieces from the Iteep and winding defeents we had to go down on, 
the road and the ground being frozen. Before you reach Landiuetter you enter the 
government of Gottenburg, or Wellrogothia. 

Gottenburg. Previous to arriving at this city you pafs a cullom-houfe ; but it is 
cafy to prevail on the fearchers to vifit your luggage at the inn, where the ufual fee 
(from 20 to 24 fchillings) will fave all trouble. It is a very handfome city, bearing 
much refeinblaiice to a Dutch town : it contains from fifteen to fixteen thoufand fa- 
milies ; and is the fecond city in the kingdom. It carries on a very confiderable trade ; 
but few of the houfes are of brick. The Governor and BiOiop refide here. 

'I his is not the Ihortell road, but that we took in order to fee Marllrand and the 
cataracts of Trolhoeutta. Before you come to Kunghef you pafs the caftle of Bohus^ very 
llrong from its polition on a rock. Near it you pafs two arms of the river Goeutha, 
without unharnclling, and at a very moderate rate. Kunghelf was formerly a place of 
fome confideration, of none at prefent. We left our carriage here and took a fledge, 
on account of our having to return hither. From Kiufhill we walked over the rocks 
and Hones to the fea Ihore, where we found a lonely houfe, at which our paflports were 
examined (this is an abfolute requifite upon going to, as well as on returning from 
Marllrand,) each time you give the clerk 8 fchillings. Marjirand is remarkable only 
on account of its herring-fifliery ; it is a free port, bnt little frequented from its diffi- 
cult accefs : there is there a callle which ferves as a prifon as well as a means of defence. 
Upon our return by the fame road to Kunghelf we continued our journey : the coll of 
a boat to take you to Marllrand, remaining there a day and bringing you back, is from 
2 to 3 rix dollars : you make your bargain beforehand at Kiufhill. At Strom you 
leave your own carriage and take one peculiar to the country, or a fledge, according to 
the feafon to vifit thq catarafts of Trolfapeutta, exceedingly curious, and perhaps the molt 
piflurefque in nature. We?ierjburgt on lake Wener, is thp largell in Sweden : here 
it is that a fair is held for the fale ot the iron brought from Vermuland, and where it is 
taxed by a commilTary of the crown after which it is forwarded to Gottenburg, and 
thence exported. 

Beyond Borfted you enter the province of Skarabqrg. 

Between .Meiby and Kalangen you pafs through the fmall city of Lidkoeuping (over 
the. great fquare) by the fide of lake Wener.— Between Bkeurfetter and Hedelroeur 
.the fm^I city of Mariejiadt on the fame lake. Thele two cities are not flages. Be- 
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yond He^ you enter Nerida : the cuftom-officers not ftrifl:. GEirrebro and Arboga, 
notwithftanding they be capital towns^ are nothing great : before you arrive at the lat< 
ter you enter Wedmania. This route is full of forges and mines, all the vray from 
Mariejladt : near Arboga is a canal acrofs the high road. — Kongfaur. At this place, 
the extremity of lake Moeler, is the King’s ftud : nothing extraordinary. Torjhalla, a 
fmall town near Smedby'. you do not change horfes here. There are here fome 
charming fmall cafcades, vifible from the bridge. 

At Kumla you ehter the government of Stockholm. The whole of this road is beau- 
tiful, and extremely curious, provided you turn afide occalionally, as is defcribed with 
minutenefs in the work. Neither the fuburbs nor the neighbourhood of Stockholm 
denote a capital city : you pafs through the fouthern fuburbs, extremely long and tirc- 
fome. The cuftom-officers were to us rather ftrid, refufing to come to examine the 
trunks at our lodgings. 

At Stockholm you mud go to fee the cadle, the arfenal, the port, the exchange, 
the opera-houfe, the nobles-houfe, the church of Ridderholtn, for which refer to tiie 
work. There are no good hotels at Stockholm ; the bed plan of a traveller is to 
take furniflied lodgings : for 2 or at mod 3 rix-dollars per month he will be tolerably 
accommodated, and in a good quarter of the town. 

Half a mile before you arrive at T^tble you crofs in a very convenient flat bottomed 
boat, and for a mere trifle, the river which feparates the government of Stockholm 
from that of Upfal ; it is broad, and Ihortly afterwards empties itfelf into a lake which 
communicates with lake Moeler. On this dage there are many pleafing profpefts. 
As far as Gran many afcents and defeents. — TawA/W ; here you- meet with no more 
waggons with four wheels at the pod-houfes. Before you come to Vonfioeu you pafs 
the river which feparates Upland from Wedmania. Some parts of this road did not 
appear to ua fo well attended to as ufual but we mud obferve that when we travelled 
it thawed : it is not however any ways dangerous, or really bad, nor fliould we have 
made the remark in any other country. — Sahla^ fmall city ; here is a famous filver- 
mine, the works of which are admirable. 

The third dage is rather bad j towards the middle of it you enter Dalecarlia. — 
Jfvejiad ; here you ihould make a dop to fee the refinery of copper, and all its depend- 
ant operations. In its neighbourhood is the brafs manufaflory of Biurfors. Upon 
leaving Afvejiadt you pafs the Dahl on a floating bridge ; and again after leaving 
dau in a flat bottomed boat without unhamefling, and at a very moderate rate. This is 
the larged river in Sweden. 

Sater^ a very fmall town, has a mine of iron in its vicinity. On this dage you pafs 
by the fide of the fmall city of Hedemora. ' A powder-mill. 

At half a mile from Naglarby you crofs the Dahl again in a flat bottomed boat with 
oars ; the fere very moderate. A little afterwards on the right you difcem the road 
leading to the houfe in which Gudavus Vafa was concealed. The lad mile before you 
come to Fahlun is full of hills, many of which very deep. 

Fahlm, the capital of .Dalecarlia. Here is tne famous copper mine with all ks 
appurtenances.. 

There is a fliorter road, but it is not paflable unlefe in the fummer, or with a fledge. 

On leaving Fahlun you return by the fame road } the pod houfe at is only half 
a mile from Soetes, on the other fide of the river. On the third dage you pafs the 
Dahl twice on floating bridges. On this road you fee a numbdt of foreds and forges. 
Between Rofliytan and. Sardad you enter Gedricia. 



FORTIA's travels in SWEDEN. 


568 

Gefle is a fmall town^ the export trade of which is coniidenble.} its fituation on the 
gulph of Bothnia is very advantageous. ' 'The cafcade of Elfscarleby deferves to be feen. 
Ttis three quarters of a mile from the pofl; houfe ; you muft leave your carriage on the 
high road to walk to the river. Sudcrfors is a connderable anchor forge, belonging to 
Mr. Grill ; the traveller will do well to give it attention, of which k is highly deferving. 
After half a mile you refume the high road which you left to vifit Suderfors. , If the 
crofs road be excepted, the whole of this route is by excellent roads. Up/alf a city of 
no great confequence, which however contains a number of objefts deferving the tra- 
veller's notice. You mufl: turn out of the high road to vifit Morajlein, the (lone on 
which anciently the Kings of Sweden, were crowned, it is a mile from Upfal. Although 
nothing in itfelf, as it will lengthen your road by no more than three quarters of a mile, 
you Ihould not mifs the opportunity of feeing this hikorical monument of the country. 

From Stockholm to Upfal, by Gripfliolm, Fikillluna, and Wefteros; on leaving 
Stockholm you pay a dollar (of copper) per horfe extraordinary. At Soeurdetelje you 
join the great road from Helfinburg through Norkiceuping.- 

The caftle of Griplholm, and the fpirit diftillery, deferve to be fecn. Oken^ a hand- 
fome cannon foundry. Near Oketi is the fmall town of Strengnoes, here there is no- 
thing to be feen. EJhilJluna is an agreeably Htuated town; curious bn account of its 
number of artiBcers in iron in every line. At the fecond (lage you crofs lake Maler 
and enter Weftmania. You pafs by the ancient royal caftle of Stromjholm^ which pof- 
feft'es nothing curious. At Skautz£n you will fee the canal of Stromfholm, a handfoine 
work. Skuituna, a br^s manufa£fory. Wejleroi^ an ancient town whence a quantity of 
iron is fhipped for lake Mailer. Enkioeuping, a fmall and ugly town. The whole of 
this road is excellent, with the exception of the two ftages before Wefteros, which are 
ftony and jolting. There are 'a number of very inconvenient gates. 

Dannemora. Here is the richeft iron mine in Sweden ; it is however but little curi- 
ous with rt’fpeft to its works. (EJlerby has a very handfome forge, which in cafe of 
hurry will prevent the neceflity of examining the works of others, as all the branches of 
forging are carried on at this. The CEfta, a very confiderable forge ; they do not run 
fows here : the gardens of Baron de Gccr, confidering their pofition, north of 6o“. arc 
handfome. Forfmarck, a fine forge, and handfome manfion. The Oage from Har- 
tuajby is not pleafant, but extremely hilly, a woody, rocky country. Provided you be 
not difpofed to ftop at Griilehamm, you muft advife the failors beforehand. The fares 
are fixed for the boats according to the feafon of the year. You crofs the whole length 
of the ifland of Aland, dependant on the government of Finland ; although the ifland 
have no towns it is yet tolerably well peopled. If you wifti to take the cuftomary route 
you muft confult the poll road book : if the weather be Bne it will be advifablc to pro* 
ceed direAly to Abo. 

Abot the capital of Finland: this city has ten thoufand inhabitants; it contains nothing 
peculiarly interefting : the univerftty is no great matter. 

As far as Boljladt ;he country is muc^ interfeffed by woodsj rocks, fands, and heaths: 
the roads are frequently ftony and tir^fome, before your ^<s^Kacku you catch here and 
there a glimpfe of the fea. At Bolftadt the road begins to' mend, the country, to be 
better peopled, and in higher cultivatidn. The ftage from Qms not fo pleafant. 

Heljingfors is a wretched town, but worth turning aftde to vifit on account of the for* 
trefs ^ Sweaborg, a fliort league, froni fhore. ... 

BorgOf a very fmall apd very ugly town. 

LouifUi juft fuch another town as the laft mentioned ; the laft in Sweden: It is not 
paved, nor has it any gates. There is a battalion in garrifon here, and fome artillery. 

Its 
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Its fituation between a mountain and the fea is very difagreeable. Thus far you meet 
with accommodations at the different ffages tp ffeep, either good or bad. Between Sef- 
fiaju and Pyttis you leave Sweden and enter the Ruffian empir^; here you have to 
fliow your paflTport. The whole of Finland is ftony, and the roads m either a great or 
fmaller degree fatiguing. 

In RuffTia you reckon by werfts ; the horfes are paid for at the rate of a kopecs per 
weird; the podillion makes no claim; the charge of the'dage is paid for beforehand. 
It is abfolutely requifite you ihould take copper money with you, or expeft to lofe upon 
ducats, which are ’the only coin you can t^c into RuiTia, at lead the only one known 
by the pod-maders. 

Fredcriejhamm is a fmall town, has nothing worth notice. Wyburg is rather a pretty 
town, the capital of the government; it is tolerably well fortified, and the garrifon is 
confiderable; it is a place of great trade ; your paflports are examined both on entering 
the town and leaving it. As far as Wyburg the route is through much fored and rocky 
country ; the country is extremely wretched, and widely different from Swedilh Fin- 
land ; from the very borders we met with nothing but the mod didrefsful indications 
of mifery. 

The four lad dages ^re detedable, the roads entirely ruined ; you are obliged either 
to go a foot pace; or run imminent danger. You can fleep no where but at Bellodrow ; 
at all the outer dages you find abfolutely nothing : we recommend the inquifitive to 
take a view of fome of the dwellings in order themfelves to form a judgment of the 
aftual condition of the country. 

The lad dage you pay double. There is no cudom*houfe at. the entrance of Pe- 
terfburg. 
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'TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

By Mr. COXE •. 


Chap. l.-—Etttrance into Ri^ia.—himits and Account of the Province difmembered from 
Poland.-^'Cheapnefs of the P<fi. — Journey to Smolenjko. — Hijlory and Defcription of 
Stnolenfiom’^Divine Service in the Cathedral. — Vifit to the Bifhop.—Dmner ’with a 
Judge* — Journey to Mfcow* — Peafants, — "Their Drefs^ Cottages., Pood, 

AUGUST 20. We entered Ruflia at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which in 1772 
belonged to Poland \ but it is now coniprifed in the portion of country ceded by the 
the late partition treaty. The province allotted to RulTia coniprifes Polifli Livonia, 
that part of the palatinate of Polotfk which lies to the eafl: of the Duna, the palatinates 
of Viteplk, Miciflaw, and two fmall portions to the north-eaft and fouth-caft of the pa- 
latinate of Minlk ; this traft of Land (PoUlh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Rullia, and includes at lead one third of Lithuania. 

The Ruflian limits of the new province are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepik'; from thence by a llraight line running diredtly fouth to the fource of 
the Drug near Tolitzin, by the Drug to its jundipn with the Dnieper, and laftly by the 
Dnieper to the point where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now divided into the 
two governments of Polotik and Mohilef ; the population amounts to one million tlx 
hundred thoufand fouls ; its produftions are chiefly grain, hemp, flax, and pafture ; its 
flsrefls furniih great abundance of marts, planks, alfo oak for fliip building, pitch and 
tar, which are chiefly fent down the Duna to Riga. 

At Tolitzin we were greatly artoniflied at the cheapnefs of the poft-horfes, and when 
our fervant had difeharged the firft account, which amounted to only two copccs, or 
about a penny a verrt t hif each horfe, we fhould have concluded that he had cheated 
the port mailer, had we not been well convinced, from the general charaflcr of the 
RuiGans, that they were not likely to be duped by rtrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards difeovered, that even half of the charge; which we thought fo extremely mode- 
rate, might have been faved, had we obtained art order from the Ruflian embanador at 
Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new government of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of conflderable breadth, with a double row of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. We pafled through feveral wretched villages, ferried at Orfa over 
the Dnieper, there only a fmall river, went through Dubroflfhd, and arrived in the even- 
ing at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, 
abounds with forefts, and produces com, millet, hemp, and flax. In the largeft villages 
we obferved fchools and other buildings, conftrufling at the exj^ce of the Emprefs ; 

* From his Travels in the Northern Countries of Europe. London, 1802, 5 vols. 8*0. 
y ThaN-^uarters of a mile. 
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alfo churches with domes, intended for the Polifh diiiidents of the Greek fedf, and the 
Ruflians who chufe to fettle in the country.. 

Lady is fituated in the government of Smolcnfko, and, before the late difmember- 
ment, was a Ruffian frontier town : we took up our quarters at the polt-houfe, where 
we procured a comfortable apartment. Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur on 
the high roads of Ruffia, are moftly conftrufted upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient for the accommodation of travellers : they are large fquare wooden build- 
ings, enclofed in a,fpacious court-yard ; in the centre of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, with a gateway on each fide leading into 
the com t-yard j the remainder of the front is appropriated to the ufc of the poft-raafter 
and his fervants, the other three fides of the quadrangle are divided into flables and 
flieds for carriages, and large barns for hay and corn. We were agreeably furprifed, 
even in this remote place, to meet with fame Knglilh ftrong beer, and no Icfs plealed to 
fee our flipper ferved in diffies of Wedgewood’s ware. The luxury of clean ftraw for 
our beds, was no fmall addition to thefe comforts. 

Calling for our bill in the morning, we found our charges as reafonable as the enter- 
tainment was good. The fatisfadion we exprefl’ed at our reception, perhaps induced 
the fecretary (as the pofl-rnafter himfelf was abfent) to think us proper fubjeds of im- 
pofition. I'he difltance to the next ftation was about ton miles, and the fecretary de- 
manded three times the fum allowed by the public regulations, under pretence of our 
not being provided with an order for poft-horfes. We hinted fome furprize at this 
charge : this intimation, though conveyed in the mildeft terms, was anfwered with cx- 
preffions of contempt and defiance j he ordered the horfes again into the ftable, and de- 
clared we fliould not dir from the place until we diffiharged the full fum. 'I'hough we 
might eafily have been prevailed upo.n by the ilighted apology to fubinit to the impo- 
lition, we determined to chaftife his infolence. We repaired to the direflor of the cuf- 
tom-houfe, and were immediately admitted; to our great fatisfaflion hefpoke German, 
and after hearing our cafe, told us that the Ruffian had demanded treble the fum he 
was intitled to ; he alTured us we ihould receive indant redrefs, and that the offender 
Ihould be puniilied. Having difpatched a meffenger, to whom he whifpered a private 
order, he delire.d us to wait his return, ami offered us coffee. While we were drinking 
it, he gave us much information relative to the Ruffian pods, added fcveral hints, which 
afterwards proved fiugularly ufeful, and advifed us to procure an order for horfes from 
the governor of Smolenlko. In the midd of this converfation a carriage drove to the 
door, which we perceived to be our own, with all things ready for ouT immediate de- 
parture : the pod-raader’s fecretary made at the fame time his appearance in a fubraif- 
dve attitude; we interceded with the Diredlor for his back, and obtained a pramife that 
he fliould only be reprimanded. Aftgj; making thofe acknowledgments to the friendly 
dirc£lor, which were due to his ^lolitenefs, we took our leave and proceeded on our 
journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that the excellent new road terminated at Lady; 
it was fome fatisfadiort, however, that the remaining parts from thence to Smolenlkp 
proved far fuperior to thole we had encountered in the Lithuanian foreds. The vil- 
lages were an exa& counterpart to thofe we had quitted, and exhibited a repetition of 
Irenes already detailed. The Ruffians differ widely in their appearance and.drefs. from 
the Polilh pcafants. The mod driking contrad arifes from the method of wearing their 
hair ; the Ruffians, indcad of lhaving their heads, let their hair hang over the eye-brows 
and ears, and cut it Ihort round thC neck. The country was undulating and hilly, and 
more oprn than ufiial until vve arrived within a few miles of Smolenlko j when we 
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plunged into a thick foreft, which continued almoft to the gates of the town, without 
the intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of a Hngle cottage. 

In 1403, Smolenflvo, which belonged to the Ruffians, was befieged and taken by 
Vitoldus, and, together with the whole province, united to the duchy of Lithuania *. 
During the inveterate enmity which fubfiftcd between the Ruffians and Poles, Smolenlko 
was a place of great importance ; though only fortified according to the cultom of the 
time, partly with ramparts of earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadocs,, and a 
wooden citadel f ; thefe fortifications were, however, fufficieiitly ftr^ng to refill the de- 
fultory attacks of undifciplined troops, and it was at dift'ereat intervals ineffedually be- 
fieged until the beginning of the fixtecnth century, Vaffili Ivanovitch, Great Duke of 
Mofcovy, obtained poffeffion by corrupting the garrifon. It continued in the hauda of 
the Ruffians above a century, in the fame fimple Ityle of defence. At length the im- 
portance of its fituation near the frontiers of Poland, and the improvements in the art ot 
war, induced Boris Godunof, prime minifter and brother-in-law of the Tzar Feodor 
Ivanovitch, to furround it with a Wall ; he came in perfon to Smolenlko, and aCiflcd in 
tracing the fite of the fortifications, which he lived to fee completed in' his own reign J, 
and which ftill fubfifl;. Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not prevent Sigif- 
mond 111 . King of Poland, from taking the town in i6nj and by the truce of De- 
velina in i6i8, the poffeffion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it was again re- 
duced by Alexey Michaelovitch j and in 1686 finally cedfed to Ruffia at the peace of 
Mofeow fl. 

Smolenlko, though by no means the moft magnificent, is by far the moll lingular 
town 1 have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river Dnieper, and occupies two hills and 
the intervening valley. 'It is furrounded by walls thirty feet high and fifteen in thick- 
nefs ; the lower part of Hone, and the upper of brick : thefe walls, which follow the 
lhape of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of feven.verlts §, have, at every angle, 
round or fquare towers of two or three ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, 
and covered with circular roofe of wood. The intervals are ftudded with fmallcr tur- 
rets ; on the outfide of the wall is a' broad deep ditch, regularly covered way with 
traverfes and glacis, and where the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the modern llyle 
of fortification. In the middle of the towR is an 'eminence, upon which ftands the ca- 
thedral j from v/hence I had a moft pidturefque view of the town, interl'pcrfed within the 
circuit of the walls, with gardens, groves, copfes, fields of pafture, and corn. The 
buildings are moftly wooden, of one ftory (many no better than cottages), excepting 
here and there a gentleman’s houfe, which is called a palace, and feveral churches con- 
ftruded of brick and ftuccoed. One long broad ftreet which is paved, interfeds the 
whole l^gth of the town in a ftraiglit line; the other ftreets wind in circular direflions, 
and are floored with planks. The walls, ftretching over the uneven lides of the bills 
till they reach the banks of the Dnieper, their antient ftyle of architeftui'e, and gro- 
tefque towers j the fpires of churches lliooting above the trees, which are fo numerous 
as almoft to conceal the buildings from view; the appearance of meadows and arable 
ground all thefe 6bje£ts blended together exhibit a feene of the moft fingular and con- 
trafted kind. On the further fide of the Dnieper many ftrliggling wooden houfes form 
the fuburbs, and are joined to the town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could colleft 
from vague informalion,. Smolenlko contains four thoufand inhabitants : it has no ma- 
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oafaQiireS, but carries on fome commerce with the Ukraine, Uantzic, and Riga. The 
principal articles of trade are flax, hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs’ bridles, mails, 
planks, and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkonlki, near the fource of the Volga, about 
one hundred miles from Smoleniko, paiTes by Smolenfi<,o and Mohilef, feparates the 
Ukraine from Poland, flows by Kiof, and falls into the Black-fea between Otchakof 
and Kinbum. By the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, the whole courfe is now 
included within the, Ruffian territories. It begins to be navigable at a little diflance 
above Smolenfko ; but in fome feafons of the year is fo lhallow near the town, that the 
goods rauft be tranfported on rafts and fmall flat-bottomed boats. 

Having occafion for a new paflport and an order for horfes, we called upon the go- 
vernor, in company with aRulFtan ftudent, w'hofpoke Latin, for our interpreter. The , 
governor being at church, we repaired to the catliedral, and waited until the conclufion 
of divine fervice. The cathedral is a ftately building, ercdled on the fpot where for- 
merly flood the palace of the antient Dukes of Smolenfko, Ihe inlide walls are 
covered with coarfe paintings reprefenting our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of 
Saints, which abound in the Greek calendar. The fhrine, or f’andluary, into wiiich 
ojily the priefls are admitted, is feparated from the body of the church by a fereenwith 
folding doors, and ornamented with twifled pillars of the Corinthian order, richly 
carved and gilded. 

The worfliip f'eemed to confifl: of innumerable ceremonies : the people crofled 
themfelvcs without ceafing, bowed towards the fhrine and to each other, and even 
touched the ground with their heads. TheBilhop of Smolenfko perfor.v.ed thefcrvice ; 
he was a venerable figure, with white flowing hair and long beard ; he was dreffed 
in rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. The folding doors were occa* 
fionally opened, and doled w'ith great pomp and folemnity whenever the Bifliop re- 
tired within, or came forth to blcfs the people. At the conclufion of the fervice, the 
doors being thrown open, the Bifhop advanced with a chandelier in each hand, one 
containing three, and tlie other two lighted candles, which he repeatedly crofled over 
each otlier in different directions ; and then waving them towards the congregation, 
concluded with a final benediction. Thefe chandeliers, as I am informed, are fym- 
bolical ; one alludes to the Trinity, and the other to the two natures of Chrift. 

At the end of the fervice we prefented ourfelves to the Governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldnefs, which made, fuch an impreffion bn our in- 
terpreter that he could not utter a fingle word. At length a gentleman iq the Gover- 
nor’s train accofled us in I vcnch, and inquired our bufinefs. Informing him that we 
were Englifh gentlemen wno defired a paffport, and an order for horfes, he told u.s 
with a Anile, that the plainnefs of ourjireffes had raifed a fufpicion of our being tradef- 
men ; but he was ;:ot ignorant that Eoglilli gentlemen feldom wore lace or f words on 
a journey ; an intimation which recalled to our recolletlion the advice of our Polifli 
fi'icnd at Minflc. Hi then whifpered the Governor, who inftantly afi'uined an appear- 
ance of complacency, and tellified an intention of complying with tJur requr-ll. 

This matter being adjuffed, the Bifhop joined the company ; he had laid afide the 
Goftly garments in which he performed the fer.vice, and was drtffed in a long black 
robe, a round black cap, and veil. He addrefl'ed us in Latin, and invited us to his 
houfe. He led the way ; and we followed with the refl of the company to a commo- 
dious wooden building adjoining to the cathedral. On entering the apartmentj the 
Governor and Ruffian gentleman klfi'ed his hand with great marks of refpeCl. After 
4efiring all the company to fit, he diUiuguifhed us by particular attention j obferving, 
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with much politenefs, that our company gave him greater pleafuro, as he had never, 
fince his refidence at Smoleniko, received a vifit from any Englifhmen, for whofe na- 
tion he had the higheft refpe£l:. During this converfation a fervant fpread a cloth upon 
a fmall table, and placed upon it a plate of bread, fome fait, and fonie flowers ; another 
followed with a falver of fmall glalfes full of a tranf[>arent liquor. The Bifliop blcffed 
the bread and the falver with great folemnity, and then took a glafs ; we thought it at 
firft a religious ceremony, but were undeceived when the fervants offered the bread 
and falver to us as well as to the reft of the company. Every one being fervcd, the 
Bifliop drank all our healths, a compliment which the company returned with a bow, 
and inftantly emptied their glafl'es : we followed this example, and found the liquor 
to be a dram of cherry-water. This preliminary being fettled, we refumed our conver- 
fation with the Bifliop, and aiked feveral queftions relative to the ancient ftate of Smo- 
leniko. He anfwered every inquiry with great readinefs ; gave us a concife account of 
the ftate of the town under its ancient dukes, and informed us that their palace was 
fttuated on the fpot now occupied by the cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
chaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, and had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After half an hour's agreeable converfation, we took our leave, greatly pleafed with 
■ the politenefs and affability of the prelate. 

Our interpreter then condufted us’to the feminary appropriated for the education of 
the clergy, in which the Latin, Greek, German, and PoHfli languages are taught : the 
prieft who (hewed us the library talked I.atin j he introduced us into his chamlier, 
and, according to the hofpitable cuftom of this country, offered us fome refrelhment, 
which confided of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon, the Rullian gentleman who fo obligingly relieved us from our 
embarraffment before the Governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and invited us to dine with 
him on the following day. We accepted his invitation, and waited upon him at two, 
the ufual hour of dining : he was a judge, and lived in a wooden houfe provided by 
the court ; the rooms were fmall, but- neatly furnilhed. 'I'he company confifted of 
the judge, his wife and lifter, all of whom talked French : the ladies were dreffed in 
the French falhion, with much rouge ; they did not curtfy, but their mode of falute 
was to bow their heads very low. Before dinner liqueurs were handed about ; each 
lady took a fmall glafs, and recommended the fame to us as favourable to digeftion. 
I'he table was neatly fet out, the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englifh cream- 
coloured ware. Befides plain road and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian diihes were in- 
troduced ; 'one of thefe was a fallad compofed of muihrooms and onions, and another 
of grain of green corn, baked and moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rofe from the 
table, our hoft calling for a large glafs, filled a bumper of champagne, dr.mk it off to 
our hcakh, and then handed the glafs rouilt!.. “This is an old cuftom,” he faid, 
“ and was meant as an expreflion of regard : the age is now grown delicate, and the 
free eftufions of hofpitality muft be fuppreffed by ceremony ; but 1 am an old-iaftiioned 
man, and cannot ejifily relinquifh the habits of my youth.” 

After dinner we adjourned to another room, and played two or three rubbers of 
whift. Coffee and tea were brouglit in, and a plate of fweht-meats was handed round 
to the company. At (?;: we took leave of our friendly Jhoft, and returned to our inn, 
if it may be called by that honourable appellation. This inn, the only one in the town, 
was a wooden building, in a ruinous (late, formerly painted on the outfide. The 
apartment which we occupied had once been hung with paper, fragments of which here 
anc^there covered a fmall portion of the wainfot, a patch work of old and new planks. 

confifted of two benches and as many chairs, one without a bottom, and 
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the other without Rback ; a dea! box ferved.the purpofe of a tabic. We were inclined 
to conjecture that there was a heavy tax upon s^ir and light ; for all the windows were 
clofed-wiih planks, except one, which could not be opened, and could fcarcely be feen 
through, on account of the dirt with which it was incrufted. In the inventory of thefe 
valuables I ihould not omit a couch upon which I flept : it had been fo often mended, 
that, like Sir John Cutler’s (lockings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerus, we could 
not didinguiih any part of the original materials. It may perhaps appear furprizing, 
that a town like Sniolcnfko (hould contain no tolerable inn ; but the furprize will ceafe 
when we refleft that few (Irahgers pafs this way ; that the Rullians carry their provi- 
fions, and either continue their journey during the night, or are accommodated in pri- 
vate houfes. 

Auguft 45. We quitted Smolenlko, crolTed the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into 
the fuburbs, and purfued our journey through a valley of fine pafture watered by the 
Dnieper, fpotted with underwood, and terminating on each fide in gentle eminences 
clothed with trees. As we advanced, the country became more abrupt, but- no where 
rofe into any confiderable hill. Near Slovoda, a large draggling village, where we dop- 
ped for a few hours during the darknefs of the night, we again eroded the Dnieper on 
a raft formed of trunks of trees tied together with cords, and fcarcely large enougn to re- 
ceive the carriage, which funk it fonje inches under water : this machine was then 
pudied from the banks until it met another of the fame kind, to which the horfes dep- 
ped with didiculty ; and the didance of the two rafts from each other was fo confider- 
able, that the carriage could fcarcely be prevented from flipping between thein into the 
river. 

The fecond pod from this primitive ferry was Dogorobufli, built upon a rifing hill, 
and exhibiting, like Smolenlko, though on a fmallerfcale, an intermixture of churches, 
houfes, cottages, corn-fields, and meadows : fome of the houfes, lately condrufted at 
the Emprefs’s expence, were of brick covered with ducco, and had the appearance of 
palaces when contraded with the meannefs of the furrounding hovels. This place 
was formerly a drong fortrefs, and frequently befieged during the wars between 
Ruflia and Poland. From the ramparts, of the ancient citadel we commanded an ex- 
tenfive view of the adjacent country, confiding of a large plain watered by the winding 
Dnfeper, and bounded by diftant hills. l'‘rom Dogorobulh we proceeded twenty four 
miles to a fmall village called Zaratefli, where we thought ourfelves fortunate in being 
houfed fur the night in a tolerable hut, which afforded a rare indance of accommodation 
in thefe parts, a room feparated from that ufed by the family. Our hodefs was a 
true Afiatic figure : (lie was drelTed in a blue garment without fleeves, whicfi defend- 
ed to the ancles, and was tied round the waid with a red fafh ; (he wore a white piece 
of linen wrapped round her head like aj jjrban, ear-rings, and necklace of variegated 
beads ; her fandals .'vero fadened witlTblue drings, which were alfo tied round the 
ancles, in order to keep up the coarle linen wrappers that ferved for dockings. 

Augud 27. Our route the next morning, from Zaratefli to Viafma, lay through a 
continued fored, occafionally relieved by the inn-rrention of padurcS and cornfields. 
When we reflefled that we were in the 55th degree of northern latitude, we were fur- 
prized at the forwardnefs of the hawed : the wh^at and barley were already carried 
in, and the petdants employed in cutting the oats and millet. Since our departure from 
Smolenlko the weather proved remarkably cold, and the wind had the keennefs of a ' 
November blad ; the peafants were all clothed in their fheep-fkins, or winter drefles. 

At a fmall didance from Viafma we palTcd the rivulet of the fame name, navigable 
only for rafts, which defend its dream into the Dnieper j we then mounted a fmall 
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enuuunce to the town, which makes a magnificent appearance with the domes and fpiree 
of feveral churches rifing above the ^rees. Viafma fpreads over a large extent of 
ground i the buildings are moftly of wood, a few houfes of bikk excepted, lately 
erefted by the munificence of the Emprefs. Part of the principil^reet is formed, like 
the Rullian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, and part is boarded yvith planks like the 
floor of a room. It contains above twenty: churches, remarkldile number for a 
place but thinly inhabited. Ihc rhurches in the fmall towns and villages are chkfly 
ornamented with a cupola and feveral domes ; the outfide walls are either white>wafliea 
or painted red, and the cupolas or domes ate generally green, 'or 'Of a different co. 
lour from the other parts. At fome diftanoetheinumber of fj^eaiwvrdcpnes rifing 
above the trees, which conceal the contiguous hovels, would lead % tittveiler Itbacquaint* 
cd with the country to expcA a large city, where he will only find a colledion of 
wooden huts. 

At Viafma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty of perpetual peace between Ladif. 
laus IV. King of Poland, and Michael Feodorovheh ; by v/hitM treaty Michael con> 
firmed the ce^on of Smoleniko; Severia, and Tchemichef, wldCn had been yielded to 
the Poles at the truce of Develina j while lAdKlaus renounced the title of T:sar, and 
acknowledged Michael as the rightful foverdgn of Rufiia *. On this occafion both 
monarchs relinquifhed what they did not poffefs« and wifely facrificed imaginary pre> 
tenfions to the attainment of a fubfiantial peace. 

The Ruffian peafants appear in general a large coarfe hardy race, and of great bo> 
dily (Irength } their dre^ IS a round hat or cap with a high crown, a coarfe robe of 
drugget (or in winter of fheep fkin, with the wool turned inwards,) reaching below 
the knee, and bouitd round th^ wsdff by a fafh, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as 
fackcloth, a woollen ot |0sopet<motb wrspfied round the leg inilead of {lockings, fan* 
dais woven from ftrips'of a 'p^ant bailt, aM by brings of the fame materials, 

which are afterwards twined ronnd toe leg, sod ferve ^ gaiters to the woollen or 
fl^nel wrappers. In wwrm weather the pwdants frequently wear only a fhort coarfe 
fhirt and trowfers. 

The cottages are built in the Istnetnantter as Lithuania, but larger, and 

fbmpwhat better provided with funsiUiDS and domelHe utenfils : they are of a fquare 
fliape, formed of whole t»eqSi^jB || eft one anqdier, and fecored at the four corners 
with mortifes and tenons. thsfe piles are filled with mofs. 

Within the timbers are fmeqd|^ wm the aire, lb as to form the appearance of wain> 
fcot ; but without are left With the bark in their rude flate. The roofs are in the 
penthoufe'form, and generally compofed of tlie bark of trees or fhingles, which are 
fbmetimes; covered with mould or turf. The peafants ufually conftrud the whole 
houfe folely with the affiffance of the hatchet, and cut the planks of the fioor with the 
fame inllrument, in many parts bdng unacqu^nted with the ufe of the faw : they 
finifh the (hell of the houfe and roof before they b^n to cut the fdndows or doors. 
The windows are apertures of a few inches fquare, clofed with Aiding frames, and the 
doois are fo low as not to admit a nudUle-fized man withouf ftoQ{a|}{^ Thefe cottages 
fometimes, though very rarely, confift of two ffolles { jn which 5|^t]|ie lower apart- 
nrent is a ftohe-room, and the upp^ the habitable partuif the b(||i|||j|he flair*cafe is 
moft commonly a ladder on the outfide. Moft of mefe huts aiH^^||ftver, only one 
fioiy, and few of them centa|||m rooms, the generality only oneT'^ln fome of this 
latter fort 1 was foequently by the ^ckens picking the grains of corn in 
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the ftraw U|>otl which I lay^ and more than once by a lefs inoffenfive animal. At 
Tabluka, a villa|^ where we pafled the night of the 27th, a party of hogs, at four in 
the morning, rouii|l 4 ,tne by grunting clofe to my ear. Not much pleafed either with 
the earlinefs of the vifh, or the faiutation of my viHtors, 1 called out to my fervant, 
** Jofeph, drive thefe gentry out of the room, and (hut the door.*’ “ There is no door 
that will fhut,** replied Jofeph, with great compofure, we have tried every expedient 
to fallen it wUhoucfuccefs ^ the hogs have more than once been excluded, but have as 
often returned.** This converfation efie&ually roofing me, 1 determed to refign to 
tny unwelcome guefts that litter Which I could no longer ehjoy ; and contemplated, by 
the light of a flip of deal, the furrounding feehe. My two companions were ftretch- 
ed upon the fame parcel ci (Iraw from which I had juft emeiged } a little beyond our 
fervants occupied a feparate heap ; at a fmali diftance three Ruflkt^ With long beards, 
and coarfe fat kcloth Ihirts and trowfers, lay extended upon their backs on the bare floor ; 
on the oppofite fide of the room three women in their clothes flumbered on a long 
bench, while the top of the ftove afforded a couch to a woman dreffed like the others 
and four fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifts chiefly of a wooden table or dreffer, and 
benches faftened to the fidesof the room : the utenfils are wooden platters, bowb, and 
fpoons, with perhaps one brge earthen pan for cooking. The food of the peafimts is 
black rye bread, fometimes white, eggs, ialt*fifli, bacon, muihrooms ; their bvourite 
dilh is a hodge-podge of fait or firelh meat, groats, and rye<iflmir, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlic, which are much ufed by the Rufliaiie. 

The peafants were greedy of money; sumoft always demanded previous payment for 
every trifle, and were in general much inclined tO' thid^llito* Iw "foland it was not 
neceffary to be always upon the watch; and we fiequently Im die equipa}|;e during the 
whole night without a guard : but in Rui^ without thepiecautiaii ftation* 

ing a fervant in the carriage, every aittck would fixm have dSappewed j'vet even 
with this expedient, the watchfolne&i of our Argut was condnuaUy bafikd the fu- 
perior vigilance of the tutives, and the morning generally announced fouatf petty lols, 
to which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every poll were obliged to fiindlh us with horfes at a fixed and rea> 
fonable rate, which had theillefledl of rendering them extremely dilatory in their mo. 
dons ; and as our only interpreter was a Bohemian * fervant, not perfedly acquainted 
with the Ruflion language, his difliculty in explaining, joined to their backwardn^s in 
executing our orders, occafioned delays of feveral hours for a chan^ of Rories. The 

E eafaots alfted in the capacity of coachmen and polUUions ; they always hameffed fbur 
orfjs a-brea^ commonly put eighr,.and fometimes even ten horfes to our carriage : as 
the ftages welt for the moft part twenty, and fometimes thirty miles, and the roads ex- 
tremely b^. H|ey feldom ufed either boots or laddies, and had no fort of ftirrup, 
except a vone dowied and thrown acrofs the horfe’s back. Each horfe was equipped 
with a fnafl^tn^diib which however was feldom 'inferted in the mouth, but generally 
hung loofelpM ^ jaw? Thk Iwetliod «f drivmg was not in a Heady pace, but by 
Harts and wMiBUuAn little attendwa to the nmure of the ground : tna.peaiants feU 
dnm trotteq|P||R|RlMwfi», •but would fuddenly foxet >thiem mto a* gallop ttfirough the 
worft road«RM''Ainetimec as fudd^^ eh^ed|hei|[^’1|Wled upon the moft fur. 
bee. A qf rope the^ fbi; a whip, which W any 

occafion to<Ul^ iMKcd their horfes folwdNbKtv hooting and whitUing like cat. 
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calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were filled with finging, which is a favourite prac- 
tice among the Rufitans, and has been mentioned by mod travellers who have vifited 
this country. From the wretched harnefs, which was continually breaking, the bad- 
nefs of the roads, the length of time we were always detained at the pods before we 
could procure horfes, and other impediments, we were feldom able to travel more than 
forty or fifty miles a day j although we commenced our journey before fun-rife^ and 
purfued it till it was dark. 

Augud 27. Near Viafma we entered the vad fored of Volkonfki, through which 
we continued for a hundred and fifty miles without interruption, almod to the gates of 
Mofeow. This fored, which firetches on all fides to an immenCe extent, gives rife to 
the principal rivers of European Rudia, the Duna, the Dnieper, and the Volga. The 
fourccs of the Duna were at fome didance from our route ; but thofe of the Dnieper and 
the Volga rofe at fmall intervals from each other, not far from Vial'ma. The country 
in this part was more than ufual broken into hill and dale ; though it dill exhibited 
rather a fuccedion of waving furface, than any confiderable elevations. 

On the 28th we arrived at the village of Gretkeva towards the clofe of the evening, 
and imprudently proceeded on our journey another dage of eighteen miles : the even- 
ing was exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy ; the road uncommonly bad, and we were 
in continual apprehenfions of being overturned. The greatelt danger, however, 
which we encountered, was unknown to us until we reached the end of the (lation : 
we were then informed by our fervants that we had eroded a broad piece of water upon 
a wooden bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almod cracked under the carriage, 
and fo narrow that one of the hind-wheels was for an inftant fufpended over the pre- 
cipice. Our ufual good fortune, however, brought us fafe between twelve and one to 
a cottage at Mofliaiuc, where we found an excellent ragout of beef and onions prepared 
by the trudy fervant, who always preceded us, and provided our lodging and fupper. 
1 have little to fay of Mofliaiik, as we entered it at fu late an hour, and departed the 
next morning by day-break. W e changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro, and ar- 
rived early in the evening at Malo-a- Viafma, embofomed in the fored, and pleafantly 
(ituated at the edge of a fmall lake. This place was didant only twenty four miles 
from. Mofeow, where we were impatient to arrive ; but we prudently deferred our 
journey until the next morning, as we did not chufe to tempt fortune by expofmg our- 
fdves a fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in an unknown country. 

The road for fome way before we came to Malo-ii- Viafma, and from theuce to Mof- 
eow, was a 6road draight avenue cut through the fored. The trees which compofed 
thefe vad plantations, fet by the hand of nature, were oaks, beech, mountain-adi, pop- 
lar, 'pines, and firs, mingled together in the mo^ Wanton variety. The different fhades 
of green, and the rich tints of the autumnal cStours, were inexnreffibly beautiful ; 
while the fublime, but uniform expanfe of fored was occafionally relieved by re- 
cedes of padures and corn-fields. 
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Chap. H.—M^cow. — HiJlory.-^Rmoval of the Seat of Empire to Peterjburgh,-^Po^ 
fulation and Dejcription of Mofcow.—Divijions, — Kremlm.—Khitaigorod.—Bielp^orod. 
-^SenUamgorod.-Slobodaf or Suburbs.— New Palace- gardens. —Old Style.— Hofpi- 
talityof the Riiffian Nobles.— -Account cf Mullery the celebrated Hijlorian. — Anniverfary 
of St. Alexander Nevjki.— Entertainments at Count Alexey Orlof^s—his Stud.— Boxing 
Matches . — Vauxhall. 

AUGUST 30. The approach to Mofcow was firft announced at the diftance of 
fix miles, by fome fpires over-topping an eminence at the extremity of the broad ave- 
nue cut through the foreft ; about two or three miles further we afeended a height, 
from whence a fuperb profpefl: of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It ftretched in the 
form of a crelcent, to a prodigious extent : while innumerable churches, towers, gilded 
fpires and domes, white, red, and green buildings, glittering in the fun, formed a 
fplendid appearance, yet llrangely contrafted by an intermixture of wooden hovels. 
The neighbouring country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within a mile of the 
i-amparts, and was fucceeded by a range of open paftures. We crofled the river 
Moikva on a long fpecies of raft floating, faltened to each bank, which the Ruflians 
call a living-bridge ^ becaufe it bends under the carriage. After a ftrift examination of 
our paflport we drove through the fuburbs along a wooden road, entered one of the 
interior circles of the town, called Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an inn kept 
by a Frenchman, at which fome of the nobility hold aflemblies. Our apartments were 
convenient and fpacious ; we alfo found every accommodation in abundance, except 
bed and flieets ; for as no one, who is experienced in the cufloms of this country, tra- 
vels without thofe articles, inns are feldoni provided with them. With much trouble 
however, we obtained from our landlord two bedfleads with bedding, and one mattrefs 
to place upon the floor : we could not procure more than three flieets, one of which 
fell to my (hare ; but we had been fo long accu domed to fleep on draw, that we fancied 
ourfelves in a date of unheard of luxury, and blefled our good fortune. 

Antiquaries differ condderably concerning the foundation of Mofcow ; but the fol- 
lowing account is mod probable * : 

Mofcow owes its foundation to George, fon of Vladimir Monomaka, who, in 1 154, 
afeended the throne of Ruflia. Being infulted by Stephen Kutchko, Prince of Sufdal, 
he conflfcated his domains, of which the lands now occupied by the city formed a part, 
and Ictfd the foundation of a new town, which he called Moikva, from the river of that 
name. But the town fell into fuch decay under his fucceffbrs, that when Daniel, fon of 
Alexander Newlki, received, in tha^Vifion of the empire, the duchy of Mofeovy as his. . 
portion, and dxed his refidence at this place, he may be faid to have new founded the 
town. The fpot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at that time a morafs overfpread 
with a thick wood, containing a fmall iiland with only a Angle hut. On this part Da- 
niel condrufted numerous buildings, and ent^ofed it with wood*en fortiAcations. He 
Aid affumed the title ofT)uke of Mofcow, and wasfo attached to this Atuation, that on 
fucceeding hie brother Andrew Alexandroviteh in the great duchy of Vladimer, he 
continued his reddence at Mofcow, which became the capital of the Ruffian dominions. 
His fon Ivan conAdej^bly enlarged the new metropolis, and in 1367 his grandfoa, De- 

* See SamorokoP* Kleine Chronik Von Mofeau in St, Pet. Journal for 1776} and ScherebatoPg 
RulT. Gef. p. 736. 
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metrius Ivanovltch Doniki, furrounded the Kremlin with a brick wall. , 'l*hefenew for- 
tifications, however, did not prevent Tamerlane, in 138a, from taking the town*. 
Being foon evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it again came into the polTeffion of 
fhe Ruilians ; but was frequently occupied by the Tartars, who in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries over-ran Ruflia, and even maintained a garrifon in Mofcow, until 
they were finally expelled by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebted for 
its principal fplendour, and under him it became the moft confiderable city of the Ruffian 
empire. 

The Baron of Herberftein, anibaflador from the Emperor Maximilian to the great 
Duke Vaffili, fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch,- in the beginning of the fixteenth century, is the 
firft foreign writer who gave a defcription of Mofcow, which he accompanied with a 
coarfe engraving.jBf the town in wood In this curious but rude plan, may be ffifiin- 
guilhed the walls of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent Hate, and feveral of the 
public buildings, which even now contribute to its ornament. From this period we are 
able to trace its progrefs and gradual increafe, under the fucceeding foverdgns, in the 
accounts of feveral Engliffi } and foreign § travellers. 

Mofcow continued the metropolis until the be^nning of the prefent century ; when, 
to the great dilTatisfadlion of the nobility, but with great advantage to the (late, the feat 
of empire was transferred to Peterlburgh. 

Notwithftanding the prediledion which Peter conceived for Peterlburgh, in which 
all the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II., have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is 
Hill the mod populous city of the Ruffian empire. Here the chief nobles, who do not 
belong to the court of the Emprefs, refide } they here fupport a large number of re- 
tainers, gratify their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive magnificence in the ancient 
(tyle of feudal grandeur, and are not, as at Peterlburgh, eclipfed by thefuperior fplen- 
dour bf the imperial ellablKhment. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of thirty-feven degrees thirty-one minutes from 
the firlt meridian of Greenwich, and in fifty-five degrees forty-five minutes forty-five 
feconds of northern latitude. It is the larged town in Europe ; the circumference with- 
in the rampart, which enclofes the fuburbs, being thirty-nine verds, or twenty-fix 
miles y ; but it is built in fo draggling a manner, that the population in no degree cor- 
refponds to the extent. Some Ruffiam authors date the inhabitants at five hundred 
thoufand, a number evidently exaggerated. According to Bufehing, who redded fomc 
years in Ruffia, Mofcow, in 1770, contained feven hundred and eight brick houfes, and 
eleven thoufand eight hundred and forty wooden habitations ^ ; eighty-five thoufand 
leven hundred and thirty-one males, and fixty-feven thoufand fifty- nme females, in all 
only one hundred and fifty-two thoufand feven hunted and ninety fouls; a computation 
which errs in the other extreme **. According t^an account publilhed in the Journal 
of St. Peterlburgh ft, the didri£t of Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, two 
thoufand one hundred and feventy eight hearths ; and the number of inhabitants were 
one hundred and thirty-feven thoufimd* fix hundred and ninety-eight males, and one 

^ S. R. G* vol. ii« p. 93. t See Mof. Com^ in Rer. Mof. Auft. 

% Chiefly^ Chancellory fjetcher^ Smith, theautlior of Lord CarliHc’s EmbalF/i Perryy Brucci Ccc. 

^ PofTevinufiy Margarety Petreius, Qlearius^ Mayerberg, Le Bruyn, 8 tc^ 

II The circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin» whichy including tjbe fuburbs, meafures forty 
Tcrils, or twenty-fix miles and three-quarters* Journal of St. Pet. April 1775, p. 243., 

f According to Heym, Mofcow contained in 4793, eight thoufand four hundred and thirty -fnine houfes, 
of which one thoufand three hundred and eighty-two were of brick. 

Bufohing^s Ntuc Erdbefehreibung, voh i. p. 84|. Edit. 1777. ft For ijtif p* aoo. 
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hundred and iliirty-four thoufand nine hundred and eighteen females, in all two hun- 
dred and feventy-two thoufand fix hundred and Hxteen fouls. In the courfe of the 
fame year the deaths amounted to three thoufand feven hundred an 1 two, and the births 
to eight thoufand lix hundred and twenty-one; and in the end, the population of the 
diftrift was found to be one hundred and forty thoufand one hundred and forty-three 
males, and one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand three hundred and ninety-two fe- 
males, in all two hundred and feventy-feven th.-'ufand five hundred and thirty-five fouls. 
This computation is*more accurate than either of the others; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed by an Englifh gentleman lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjeft pf his inquiries. According to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police *, Mofcow contains within the ramparts two hundred 
and fifty thoufand fouls, and in the adjacent villages, fifty thoufand. 

If I was ftruck with the fingularity of Smoleniko, I was all afionifliment at the im- 
menfity and variety of Mofcow ; a city fo irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, 
and fo contrafted, never before claimed my attention. . The ftreets are in general ex- 
ceedingly long and broad; ibme are paved; others, particularly thofe in the fuburbs, 
formed with trunks of trees, or boarded with planks like the floor of a room ; wretched 
hovels are blended with large palaces ; cottages of one ftory (land next to the mod: 
(lately manfions. Many brick ilruflures are covered with wooden tops ; fome of the 
timber houfes are painted, others have iron doors and roofs. Numerous churches pre- 
font themfelves in every quarter, built in the Oriental (lyle of architedure ; fome with 
domes of copper, others of tin/ gilt or painted green, and many roofed with wood. In 
a word, fome pans of this vafl city have the appearance of a feqiieflered defert, other 
quaners, of a populous town ; fome of a contemptible village, others of a great ca- 
pital. 

Mofcow may be confidered as a town built upon the Afiatic model, but gradually be- 
coming more and more European ; exhibiting a motley mixture of difeordant architec- 
ture. It is diflributed into five divifions : 1. Kremlin ; 2. Khitaigorod ; 3. Bielgorod ; 
4. Semlainogorod ; 5. Sloboda, or fuburbs. 

I. The Kremlin was probably thus denominated by the Tartars when in polTeflion of 
Mofcow, from the word Krem or Krim, which fignifies a fortrefe. It (lands in the cen- 
tral and highefl part of the city, near the conflux of the Mofleva and Neglina, which 
wa(h two of its (ides, is of a triangular form, ahd about two miles in circumference. 
It is furrounded by high walls of (lone and brick, which were conflrufled by Solario, 
a celebrated architefl of Milan, in 1491, under the reign of Ivan Vaflptevifeh 1 ., as ap- 
pears from a curious infeription over one of the gates; 

** Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnu^ Dux Volodimerise Mofeovise Novogardise H- 
ferise PlefcovisB Veticie Ongarie Perfhiie Buolgarie et Aliar. Totius Q. Raxia: Domi- 
nus Anno T^rtio Imperii Sui HasTurres Condere Fet.'Statuit Petrus Antonides Sola* 
riusMediolanenfis anno Nat. Domini 1491. K. Julii.** 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furprized as I was to find» that the Tzars em- 
ployed foreign architefls si^t fo early a period^ before their country was fcarcely known 
to the red of Europe. The Kremlin is not disfigured by wooden houfes, and contains 

^ This computation may be relied upon. For as a aewaquedufk near Mofcow was juS finifhedi ic was 
neceflary to form as exa£l au eftimate as poflible of the number of inhabitants, in order to r^ulate the necef- 
fary fupply of water for each family. Richter obferres, ** The population of Mofcow differs according to 
the fealQu of the year. In winter, when the nobiUty and their retainers flock to the metropolis, the inha-^ 
bitan ts exceed three hundred thoufand ; but in fummeTj when they retire to the country, do mot amount to 
two hundred thottfand*~Skizze yon Mofkau. 
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the ancient palace of the Tzars, feveral churches, two convents, the patriarchal palace, 
the ariena],now in ruins, and one private houfe, which belonged to Boris Godunof be- 
fore he was raifed to the throne *. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod^ a term conje&ured by fome etymolo- 
gifts to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, in his Hiftory or Peter the Great, fupports 
this opinion, when he calls Khitaigorod “ La partie appelUe la ville Chinoife, ok les ra- 
retes de ia Chine f'eltallaient.** But this divilion of Mofcow bore that appellation long 
before any connexion was opened between the Ruflians and Ciiinefe ; and the beft 
hiftorians fuppofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by the Tartars 
when they had pofleflion of Mofcow t : in proof of this conjefture it is alledged, that 
there is a town in the Ukraine called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame name in Po- 
dolia ; both which provinces, though unknown to the Chinefe, were either over-run or 
inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod | is enclofed on one iide by that wall of the Kremlin which runs 
from the Molkva to the Neglina, and on the other by a brick wall of inferior height. 
It is much larger than the Kremlin, and contains the univerfity, the printing- houfe, and 
many other public buildings, together with all the tradefmen’s (hops. The edifices are 
moftly fiuccoed or white- waflied ; and it has the only ftreet in Mofcow in which the 
houfes Hand contiguous to each other without any intervals. 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which nearly encircles the two preceding divi- 
fions, is fuppofed to derive its name from a white wall with which it was formerly en- 
ck ied, and of w-hich fome remains ftill exift. 

4. Senilainogorod, which environs the three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which it is encompafied. Thefe two divifions ex- 
hibit a grotefque group of churches, convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, and 
mean hovek, in no degree fuperior to peafants* cottages. 

5. The Sioboda, or fuburbs, form a vafl: exterior circle round the parts already de- 
feribed, and are-invefied with a low rampart and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, befides 
numerous buildings of all denominations, corn-fields, much open pafture, and fome fmall 
lakes, which give rife to the Neglina. 

The Molkva flows through the city in a winding channel j but, excepting in fpring, 
is only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa in the Semlainogorod, and the Ne- 
glina at the wefleru extremity of the Kremlin ; both which rivulets are, in fummer, al- 
moll dry. 

The mofning after our arrival, having ordered our Ruflian fervant to hire a carriage 
during our flay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix horfes of different colours ; 
the coachman and poflillions were drelfed like^peafants, with high cylindrical hats •, the 
coachman, with a lung beard and fliecp-ikin rob^, fat on the box ; the poflillions, in a 
coarfe drugget garb, were mounted upon the off-horfes, according to the cuflom of 
this country. Behind the carriage was an enormous fack of hay t upon exprefling fur- 
prize at this appendage, we were informed, that almoft every carriage at Mofcow is 
provided with a viaticum of this font, which, while the ma^er is paying his vifits, or is 
at dinner, is occafionaliy given to the horfes. Some refrefliments of this kind, indeed, 

* See the next chapter, where fome of thofe buildings are deferibed. Since my vifit to Mofcow, many 
additional buildings have been contlru^ted, particularly the fenate houfe, a magnificent ftrufture, built by the 
Empiefa. ^ 

+ S. R. G. vol. viii, p. 538—^41. 

^ Khitaigorod is faid to be of Tartar derivation, and to mean the iStUle Town, from its fituation be. 
tween the Kremlin and Bielgorod. 
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fcemcd necelTaty* as our horfes never faw the ftable fi;om the morning until the even- 
ing, or at midnight ; and remained during that interval, like thofe of our hackney- 
coaches, in the ftreets. During our continuance Tn this city, we, not uncommonly, 
perceived about dinner>dme, in the court-yards of thofe houfes where we dined, many 
horfes without bridles, and unbamelTed from the refpe6ive carriages, browfing upon 
their portable provender ftrewed on the ground ; with them were intermixed different 
parties of coachmen and poftillions ; who at the fame time gratihed the calls of hunger 
upon a repafl: ready prepared, like that of their cattle, and which too required as little 
ceremony in ferving up. The frequency of thefe objeds foon rendered them familiar,, 
and we ceafed to look upon our trufs of hay as an excrefcence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage was to our banker, who lived at the 
fiirtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, at the diftance of four miles from our inn. 
Our coachman drove through the town with great expedition, generally in a brilk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any diffindion of paved or boarded ftreets. 
Having fettled our bufinefs with the banker, who was our countryman, and obligingly 
furniflied us with a large colledion of Englilh newfpapers, we croffed the Yaufa over r 
raft bridge to a palace, conftruded for the reception of the prefent Emprefs, when Ihe 
vifits Mofcow ) this palace is not, according to our ordinary acceptation of the word, 
a fingle ftrudure ; but, in the true ftyle of Afiatic grandeur, a vaft affemblage of nu- 
merous buildings, diftributed into feveral ftreets, and bearing the appearance of a mo- 
derate town *. The bafe of each building is ftone, but of fo foft a nature,, that it feem- 
ed fcarcely adequate to fupport the fuperftrudure ; the bricks ufed for the remainder 
of the fabric crumbled at the touch, nor did the workmanlhip exceed the materials, for 
the walls were in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

The greater part of the timber employed in the conftrudlion of thefe vaft edifices 
was faflnoned with the axe. Though I often faw the carpenters at work, I never once 
perceived a faw in their hands j they cot the trees through with the axe, they hewed 
planks with the axe, they formed the beams, ami fitted them together with the axe. 
With this fimple engine they mortaifed and tenanted the fmalleft as well as the largeft; 
])ieces of wood, and fmoothed the boards for the floor with the niceft exaclnefs. In- 
deed, the dexterity and juftnefs with which they managed this inftrument was w'on- 
derful ; but the operation mull evidently occafion a prodigious wafte of labour and 
wood. 

The gardens which belonged to the old palace built by Elizabeth near the fpot where 
the preient ftrufture was erefting, are ftill retained ; they are of coofidefable extent,, 
and contained fome of the beft gravel walks I have feen fince my departure from Eng- 
land. In fome parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafing and natural manner, but 
in general the old ftyle of gardening prevailed, and prefented rows of clipped yew- 
trees, long ftraight canals, and a profufion of prepofterous ftatues. Hercules prefided 
at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dolphins, and lamias ; every little ftruc- 
turc was a pantheon, and every grove was hauqted by Apollos and Dianas ^ but the 
principal deity in the place was a female figure hqlding a cornucopia reverfed, which, 
inftead of diftributing as uliiai, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, 
coronets, and mitres. The reign of thefe deitids was however doomed to be fhort 
under the aufpices of Catherine, all thefe inftaiices of grotefque tafte will be removed,, 
and give place to mom natural ornaments. This palace and gardens occupy the ex- 

* Paul converted this palace into barracks tor two thoui'aii J men. 
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tremity of the fuburbs, vdthin the compos of the exterior nmpart which encircles the 
whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our carriage was provided with fix horfes, as 
nothing was more common than to meet the equipages of the nobility with complete 
fets, driving merely about the ftreets of Mofcow. As the city b of fo large a compafs» 
many hackney carriages are (tationed in the ftreets for conveying paftengers to the dif- 
ferent quarters. Thefe vehicles are without tops, have moftly four wheels, and are 
provided dther with a long bench, or pne, two, or three feparate leats, like arm chairs, 
placed fide-ways : their fares are fu reafonable, that fervants occafionally ufe them upon 
errands to diflant parts of the city. The coachman generally drives at the rate of eight 
.or nine miles an hour. 

September 1. Thb morning we received a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 3 ad of Auguft } but as it was the ift of Sep- 
tember, our fervant who took the meflage, came laughing into the room, and informed 
us that we were invited to an entertainment that was paft : he had endeavoured, be 
added to convince the meftenger of the miftake ; but the man infifted that the enfuing 
day was the aad of Auguft. It was indeed a natural miftake in our fervant, ho did 
not know that the Ruffians ftill adhered to the old ftyle, and as he had palTed the 2 ad 
of Auguft in Lithuania, it b no wonder that he was furprized at finding it again fo foon 
at Mofcow. ' 

Until the reign of Peter the Great, the Ruffians began their year in September, and 
dated their sera from the creation of the world *, and not from the nativity of our Sa- 
viour. In 1700, Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and ordained that from 
that period the year fhould commence in January, and be computed from the Chriftian 
sera, according to the ftyle then in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to his 
memory, no alteration has been made in the Ruffian calendar } and Ruffia b the only 
European nation which ftill retains the old ftyle. 

The fame morning we carried a letter of recommendation from Count Stackelbcrg, 
the Ruffian Ambaffitdor at Warfaw, to Prince Volkonlki, governor of the province, who 
received us with great cordbiity, and invited us to dinner, defiring us to confidcr his 
table as oura during our continuance at Mofcow. The Prince b in his fixty-feventh 
year, and recolle^Is Peter the Great, whom he defcribed as fix-feet in height, ftrong and 
well made, with hb head douching and awry, of a dark complexion, and a countenance 
continually fubje£l to diftortions ; adding that he was generally drefied in hb green 
uniform, or a plain brown coat ; was remarkable for the finenefs of his linen, wore his 
fhort bbck hair without powder, and whifkers. The Prince amufed us with relating 
feveral anecdotes of that great monarch, and.amongft others, one which he received 
from Prince Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while his father Prince Volkonlki, was following 
Charles Xll. with a corps of light horfe, an aid-de-camp brought an order from Ment- 
chikof to halt : he obeyed, but diffiatohed a meftenger to acquaint the Prince that he 
was purfuing the King of Sweden with the faireft profpeS of overtaking him. Ment- 
chikof was neatly aftonifhed at thb ineftage, as no orders for difcontinuing the purfiiit 
bad iftued from him, and hb fuppof^ aid-de camp was never difcovered. As Peter 
inftituted no inquiry concerning the perfon who bad probably {irevented the capture of 

* reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks, jfjoS yeart,’iaftead of only 3369, from 
the creation to the nativity. 
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his moft formidable rival, it is fufpef^ed that the ftratagem was contrived by himfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarraifed with a prifoner whom he would be unwilling either to 
releafe or detain long in captivity. 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the Rullians. We never paid a morning viftt 
to any nobleman without being detained to dinner ; we alfo conftantly received general 
invitations, but confidering them as mere compliments, were unwilling to intrude our- 
felves without further notice. We foon found, however, that the principal perfons of 
diftindion kept opdh tables, and were highly obliged by our reforting to them without 
ceremony. Prince Volkotilki in particular, having cafually difeovered that we had dined 
the preceding day at the inn, politely upbraided us, repeating his alfurances that his 
table was ours, and that when we were not engaged, he Ihould always expedt us for his 
guefts. Indeed the ftrongeft expreflions can fcarcely do juftice to the attention and 
kindnefs of this excellent nobleman ; not content with admitting us to his table without 
form, he was anxious that our curiofity fhould be gratified with the fight of every re- 
markable objed af Mofeow, he ordered his aide-de-camp to accompany us to different 
parts of the city, and as we were extremely defirous to become acquainted with Muller, 
the celebrated hiftorian of this country, he invited him to meet us at dinner. 

Muller fpeaks and writes the German, Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with un- 
common fluency, and reads the Englifli, Dutch, Swedilh, Danifli, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is ftill furprizing, and his accurate acquaintance with the 
ininuteft incidents of the Ruflian annals, almoft furpaffes belief. 

At the conclufion of the dinner I had the plcafure of accompanying this eminent 
hiftorian to his houfe, and *pafled fome hours in his library. He poffefes moft of the 
books in the different languages of modern Europe which treat of Ruflia : the Englilh 
writers upon this country are far more numerous than I imagined. His colledion of 
ffate papers and manuferipts is invaluable, and arranged in the exadeft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that Muller, who is admirably qualified for. the 
talk, and has already prepared the materials, has not favoured the public with a regular 
hiftory of Ruflia, and that on account of his advanced age, he muft confign to others 
the ufe of thofe papers which he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, however, 
always be confidered as the’ great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well from the excellent 
fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as from the vaft fund of information which he be- 
queaths to future authors. 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1705, at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. 
He received the early part of his education under his father, Thomaa-Muller, redor of 
Gymnafium ; in the feventeenth year of his age was removed to the univerfity of Rrrt- 
teln, and in the following year to Leipfic. Having greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by 
rapid advances in various branches of polite literature, in the twentieth year of his age, 
he was recommended to Peter the Great as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived at Peterlburg in November 1725, after 
the demife of Peter j but was nominated by Catharine the Firft, adjund to the Imperial 
Academy. He read lediyes in thelatin tongue on hiftory and geography, and in 1730 
was appointed profeffor of hiftory, and member of the Imperial Academy. In the 
fame year he began his travels into Germany, Holland, and England, and during his 
refidence in London was chofen member of the Royal Society. Being deputed by the 
Emprefs Anne to explore the extreme parts of Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, 
he fet out on the 8th of Auguft 1 733, on this memorable expedition, in company with 
Steller, De Lille, the elder Gmelin, and Kraiheninikof. The indefatigable traveller 
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turned his principal attention to t]he hiftory, geography, antiquities, manners, and cuf- 
toms of the various people and hordes of Siberia. He compiled or con^jfted maps of 
the diftrifts which he vifited, arranged the archives of the principal towns, and copied 
the moft important documents. 

The unremitting afliduity with which he continued his inquiries, brought on a nervous 
complaint, which prevented him from accompanying his fellow travellers ; and com- 
pelled him to demand his recal. Having obtained the Emprefs’s permiflion to return, 
he faw his companions depart with regret; but afterwards lecovering his health, was 
impelled by literary zeal to continue his travels into the extreme parts of Siberia, not- 
withftanding the fatigue of the journey, through an inhofpitable country, and over 
.almofl: impaffable roads. He vifited Irkutflc, Okotlk, and even penetrated to Yakutlk, 
where he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruflian voyages in the Frozen Ocean; and in the fea of Kamtchatka, and difcovered 
that in the laft century, Delhnef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his departure from the 
river of Kovyma, failed along the Frozen Ocean, and doubled the north-eaftem promon- 
tory of Afia* ; thus afcertaining a point which had long agitated the literary world, that 
the continents of Afia and America were feparated by the fea. This important dif- 
covery occafioned various attempts to difcover the north-weftern coaft of America, and 
gave rife to the expedition of Captain Cook. 

After an abfence of ten years Muller returned to St. Peterfburgh in the beginning of 
tya" ; and was recdved by the Emprefs Elizabeth with great marks of diftinftion. In 
1747 he was appointed hiftoriographer, and redlor of the Imperial univerfity, received 
other promotions at St. Peterfburgh, and at length was appointed by the prefent Em- 
prefs, Councellor of State, and Keeper of the Archives at Mofeow f- 

His principal work is a Colleflionof Ruffian Hillories, in nine volumes, and contains 
many curious and interefting articles : an account of the Ruffian annals, drawn from 
the Byzantine writers, from the ancient Sclavonian chronicles, and from Snorro Stur- 
lenfis, an hiftorian of Norway ; various details of the Calmuc Tartars, and Zaporavian 
Coflacs } the Commerce and Poffeffions of the Genoefe on the Coafts of the Black Sea, 
and at Azof; an account of the Ruffian and Chinefe Settlements on the river Araoor ; 
Hiftory and Commerce of Siberia ; Hiftory of Ruffia, from the reign of Boris Godunof 
to the Weffion of Michael Feodorovitch ; Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, and 
^ Turkey in Afia ; the Ruffian Trade to China ; Natural Hiftory of the Diftridls be- 
tween the Don and Diaper ; Account of Novogorod, Dorpart, Pernau, and Riga. 

The third volume of this interefting work contains an “Account of the Ruffian 
Voyages and Difeoveries along the Coafts of the Frozen Sea, and in the Eaftern Ocean 
towards Japan and America,” from 1636 to the termination of Bering’s and TchirikoFs 
expecUtion in 1742 : to this publication 1 was' greatly indebted for my account of the 
Ruffiim difeoveries. 

To diefe works the accurate and indefatigable writer fucceffively added many other 
valuable performances on fimilar fubje£ts, both in the German and Ruffian languages, 
which elucidate the hiftory and topography of this vaft empjre. 

• See Account of the Ruffian Difeoveriea between Afia and America. 

f The Emprefipurcbaiied hia finecoUediqn of books and manuferipts for 2,coo). This great patronefs 
of letters coufigned al(o to him the charge of arrangiug and printing, at her expence, a collection of RuiLan 
Treaties, in the form of Dumont’s Carpt Diplmatiqut ; but the death of the If arned hillorian prevented the 
completion. He died on the 16th of Oftober, 1783, in the feventy- eighth year of his age ; Catharine, a 
Aort time before his death, honoured Mr. Muller with the order of St. Vbdimir, and has tcmiicd her icfpcA 
fo ^ memory by ennobling hit family. 

September 
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September 10. This day being facred to Alexander Nevlki, a faint highly revered 
by the Ruffians, and in whofe honour an order of knighthood was inftituted by Peter 
the Great, was kept with great folemnity. Sendee was performed in the principal 
churches of Mofeow with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek religion, and the Go- 
vernor of the province gave a fplendid entertainment, to which the principal nobility 
and clergy were invited. 

Alexander Nevlki, a name more refpeaable than moft of the faints who fill the Ruf- 
fian calendar, was fon of the Great Duke Yaroflaf, and flouriffied in the beginning of 
the 13th century, at a period when his country was reduced to the utmoft extremity by 
a combination of formidable enemies. He repulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the King of Sweden with his own hand on the bank of the 
Neva, from whence he obtained the appellation of Nevfki. He defeated the Tartars in 
feveral engagements, and delivered his country from a difgraceful tribute impofed by the 
fucceffors of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have been almoO: one continued feene of 
adion; and he performed fuch almofi incredible ads of valour, as induced an ignorant 
and fuperftitious people to confider him as a fuperior being, and confeciate his memory. 
He died about the year 1 262, at Gorodetz, nearNiflmei Novogorod. The great fupe- 
riority of his charader was evinced, as well Iw vidories which diftinguilhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous defeats which immediately took place on bis 
deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was ufhered in by the ringing of bells uncommonly 
loud ; inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of the city, but more particularly in 
the Kremlin, which contains the principal churches and the larged bells. At eleven 
we paid our refpeds to Prince Volkonlki, who, as governor of the province of Mofeow, 
had a levee : he wore the red ribbon of the order of St. Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and gentry. From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent at high mafs, performed by the Arch- 
bilhop of Roftof. The church being filled with an immenfe concourfe 0/ people, we 
could not, without the utmoft difficulty, penetrate to the bottom of the fteps leading to 
the fhline, from which the bilhop occafionally came forth to addrefs the congregation. 
The confufion arifing from the croud, and the rapid fucceffionof various ceremonies, 
diftra 61 ed our attention, and rendered us incapable of diferiminating the difterent parts 
of the fervice. We could only obferve in goieral a great difplay of pomp and fplen- 
dour, and many ceremonies fimikr to thofe defmibed on a former occafion, with the 
addition of others appropriated to the greater feftivals of the Ruffian-chur^. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which lafted -two hours, we returned to Prince Vol- 
konlki*s, where ninety pmfons were aiTefobled at an entertainment given in honour of 
the day t whai the Archbilhop of Roftof entered the room, the nince met |nm at 
the door, and kifled his hand after the Prelate bad made the fign of the crofs ; 
he paid the fame mark of refped to two other biihops, and the greater part of the 
company fucceffively followed the Prince's example. Being prefented to the Arch- 
bifliop, I held a long convjerfation with him in the latin tongue, which he fpoke with 
great fluency. He appeared to be fmfible, well Informed, and verfed in various branches 
of literature : he had perufed the works of fevefal of our beft divines, either originally 
written, or tranilated into Latin, smd mentioned thrir compofitions with much approba- 
tion. I troubled him with feveral queftions relative to the fervice of the Ruffian church, 
which he anfw^ied with great readinefs and cQndefcenfion. The bible, he faid, is 
tranflated into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that language, which is the mother 
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tongue of the Ruffian, and therefore the (lyle of the iacred writings, though fomewhat 
obfolete, is underftood without much diffitulty, even by the common people. 

The clergy, he informed me, are divided into fecular and regular priefts ; the latter, 
from whom are chofen the dignitaries of the church, are not permitted to marry ; the 
feculars are the parifh priefts, and from a literal obfervation of St. Paul’s precept, “ the 
hufband of one wife,” are required, as a qualification for orders, to marry ; and, in the 
fpirit of the fame tenet, are after the death of their wives deemed unfit for the facred 
function. The difqualification arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be healed by the 
Bifhop’s difpenfation *, but a fecond maj;riage irrecoverably- divorces from the altar. 
The Archbifhop was politely continuing to acquaint me with many other circumftances 
peculiar to the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, when the converfation was interrupted by a 
lummons to dinner. A final! table in the-comer of the withdrawing-room, according 
to the cuftom in this country, was previotifly covered with plates of caviare, red herring, 
bread, butter, and cheefe, and different forts of liqueurs^ to wliich the company helped 
themfelves before they adjourned to dinner. 

■ About ninety perfons fat down to a fplendid entertainment. During the fecond 
courfe, a large glafs with a cover being brought to Prince Volkonfki, he flood up, de- 
livered the cover to the Archbifhop, who.fat next him, filled the glafs with champagne, 
and drank the Emprefs’s health, which was accompanied with a difeharge of cannon. 
The Archbifhop followed his example, and the glafs was in like manner circulated round 
the table. The healths of the Great Duke, of the Great Duchefs, and of their fon 
Prince Alexander, were then fucceflively toafted with the fame ceremonies; after which 
Count Panin arofe, and drinking a return of thanks to the mafter of the feaft, was joined 
by the whole company. When each toaft was named by the Prince, all the perfons at 
table rofe out of refped, and remained Handing while he drank. 

During our flay at Mofeow we frequently experienced the hofpitality of Count 
Alexey Orlof, who, in the laft war with the Porte, commanded the Ruffian fleet in the 
Archipelago, and burnt the Turkifli armament in the bay of Tchefine, for which adlion 
he was honoured with the title of Tchefininfki. The cuftom of conferring an additional 
name for the performance of fignal fervices to the country, was in imitation of the Ro- 
mans, ufuaily pra£lifed by Conflantine and his fucceffors the Greek Emperors, who 
reigned at Oonftantinople. From that quarter it probably pafled to the Ruffians, who 
in the earlier times of their hiftory gave fmiilar appellations to fome of their illuftrious 
leaders. Thus the Great Duke Alexander was called Nevfki for his vi£lary over the 
Swedes near the Neva, ahd Demetrius Ivanpvitch was denominated Doniki, for his con- 
quell of the Tartars upon the banks of the Don. This cuftom, which was long difeon - 
tinned, was revived by the prefent Emprefs. Marfhal Romanzof received the denomi- 
nation of Zadunailki, for his vidories fouth of tfie Danube; Prince Dolgorucki that of 
Crimfld for his fucceffes in the Crimea; and Count Orlof this of Tchefoinfki, for the 
naval viftory in the bay of Tchefine. 

The houfe of Count Orlof is fituate^ at the extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an 
elevated fpot, eommanding a fine vie,w of the vaft city of Mofeow and the neighbouring 
counU;y ; many feparate buildings occupy a large tra£l of ground. The offices, ftables, 
manege, and other detached uru^bres, are of brick;, the foundation and lower 
llory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the fiCtne material ; but the upper part is of 

I 

* In general the fccular pricR, when a widower^ h received into a luonallery. 
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wood •, neatly painted of a green colour. ' We carried g letter of recommendation from 
Prince Staniflaus Poniatowlki, the Kin^ of Poland’s nephew, to the Count, who re- 
ceived us with great frahknefs. and detained us at dinner : he dcfired us to lay afide'all 
form, adding, that he was a plain man, had a high efteem for the Englifh nation, and 
Ihould be happy to render us every fervice in his power during our Itay at Mofeow. 
We had the pleafure of dining feveral times with him, and always met with the moft 
polite reception. The Count feemed to live in the true ftyle of old Kudiaa hofpitality, 
and kept an open tablei abounding with a great variety Of Greel^ wines, which he 
brought from the Archipelago. One dilh ferved on his plentiful board, was extremely 
delicious, and only inferior to our bed venifon ; it was a quarter of an Aftracan (heep, 
remarkable for the quantity and flavour of the fat t- 

There was mufic during dinner, which generally made a part of the entertainment 
at the tables of the nobility. We obferved alfo another ufual inftance of parade ; nu- 
merous retainers and dependents were intermixed with the fervants, bu? feldom alfift- 
ed in any menial office : they occafionally flood round their lord’s chair, and feemed 
greatly pleafed whenever they were diflinguiflied by a nod or a fmile. In this train 
was an Armenian, recently arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the cuf- 
tom of his country, inhabited a tent pitched in the garden, and covered with felt. His 
drefs confided of a long loofe robe tied with a falh, large breeches, and boots: his 
hair was cut, in the manner of the Tartars, in a circular form ; his arms were a poign- 
ard, and a bow of buffalo’s horn ftrung with the flnews of the fame animal. He was 
extremely attached to his mafler ; and, when flrfl prefented, voluntarily took an oath 
of fealty, and fw'ore, in the true language of Eaflern hyperbole, to attack all the 
Count’s enemies ; offering, as a proof of fincerity, to cut off his own ears ; he alfo 
wilhed that all the fleknefs, which at any time threatened his mafler, might be tranf- 
ferred to himfelf. He examined our clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing out 
the fuperiority of his own drefs in the article of convenience : he threw himfelf into 
different attitudes with uncommon agility, and defied us to follow his example : he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which confided in ftraining every mufcle, and writhing the 
body into various contortions without ftirring from the fpot: he beckoned us into the 
garden, took great pleafure in (hewing us his tent and his arms, and (hot feveral arrows 
to an extraordinary height. We were flruck with the unartificial charader of this 
Armenian, who feemed like a wild man juft beginning to be civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the manege, is efteemed to poffefs, though not the largeft, 
yet the fineft ftud imRuffia, and he was fo obliging as to gratify our curiofity by convey- 
ing us to his country-houfe, at the diftance of fifteen miles from Mofeow. He conveyed 
us in his own carriage drawn by fix horfes, harneffed with ropes, and placed two in 
front, and four a-breaft in the binder row; an empty coach with fix horfes, ranged 
two by two, followed for parade. He was attended by four huffars, and the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, who continually inouted and waved his hand with 
the ftrongeft expreflions of tranfport ; he occafipnally galloped hi^ horfe clofe to the 

* Wooden houfea are by many aerfons in tfaie country fuppofed to be wanner and more wholefome than 
thofe of brick and ftone^ which is the reafon why feveral of the RuiSan nobility chufe that part of the houfe 
which they inhabit themfelves, to be coitllru&ed with wood. 

+ In the court*yard I obferved feveral (heep of this fpecies ranging about the ftables, fo pcrfeftly tame 
that thty fuffered us to ftrolee them. They are almoft as larp as Mow deer, but with much (horter legs : 
they have no horns, long (lowing ears,, and inftead of tails, a hrge bunch of fat, fometixncs weighing thirty 
pounds. Mr. Pennant has given an engraving of thefe Iheep in his Hiltory of Quadrupedsi vmicb he has 
accompanied with an accurate defeription. 

carriage^ 
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carriage, then fuddenly flopped and wheeled round to the right or left with great 
rapidity. 

In our route we pafled feveral large convents, furrounded, like many of the mo* 
nafteries in this country, with walls of brick, bearing the appearance of fmall fortreffes ; 
we crolTed the Mofkva twice, and entered a circular plain of luxuriant pafture, in the 
midll of which rifes an infulated hill, with the Count's houfe on the top. This feat 
commands a beautiful view of a circular plain, watered by the Mofkva, and fkirted by 
gentle hills, whofe fides prefent a rich variety of wood, corn, and |jl^(lure. 

The greater part of the ftud was grazing in the plain ; it confifled of fine ftallions, 
and above fixty brood.mares, moft of which had foals. The colledion'was gleaned 
from the moft diftant quarters of the globe; from Arabia, Turkey, Tartary, Perfia, 
and England. The Count obtained the Arabians during his expedition in the Archi- 
pelago, fome as prefents from Ali-Bey, others by purchafe or conqueft from the Turks: 
amongft thefehe chiefly prized four horfes (two of which we had noticed in the ma- 
nege at Mofeow), of the true Cochlean breed, fo much efteemed in Arabia, and feldom 
feen out of their nadve country. 

The Count, after politely attending us to the ftud and about the grounds, regaled us 
xrith a moft elegant entertainment, at which his vivacity lent charms to his fplendour 
and hofpitality. On our return to Mofeow, we made a circuit to a fmall village fix 
miles from the capita, where a villa was ereding for the Emprefs, called Tzaricino, 
confifting, befides the prindpal building, of eight or ten detached ftrudures in the 
Gothic tafte, which were prettily difperfed among the plantations. The fituation is 
romantic, a rifing ground backed with wood, and a large piece of water embracing the 
foot of the hill. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an ad of almoft Eaftem magnificence, 
which this viflt afterwards occafioned. One morning in the enfuing winter, at Peterf- 
burgh, one of the iineft among the Arabian horfes, which Lord Herbert had greatly 
admired, was lent to him, accompanied with the following note : 

** My Loro, 

I obferved that this horfe pleafed you, and therefore defire your acceptance of 
him. I received lum as a prefent from AlUBey. He is a true Arabian of the Coch<* 
lean race, and in the late war was brought by the Rufltan ihips from Arabia to me 
while I was in the Archipelago. 1 wilh he may be as ferviceable to you as he has been 
to me $ and I remam, with efteem, your obedient fervant, 

** Count Alexey Orlof Tchesminski.** 


At the clofe of an entertsunment, which t}ie Count ^ave us at Mofeow, he intro* 
duced us to the fight of a Rufiian boxuig*match, which is a favourite diverfion among 
the common people. We repaired to the manege, where we found about three hun* 
dred peafants afiembled. They divided into two parties, each of which chofea diief,who 
called out the combatant8,and pitted them againft each other: only a finglepairwas allow* 
ed to engage at the fame time. They, did not ftrip, and had op thick leathern gloves with 
thumb pieces, but with no reparations for the fingers. From the ftiflhefsof the leather they 
could fcarcely double their fifts, and many of them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes 
were different, from thofe ufed by boxers in England : they advanced the left foot and 
fide, ftretched the left arm towards the adverfery to repel his blows, and kept the right 
arm fwinging at fome diftance from the other. They generally ftruck in a circular di- 
reddon at the face and head, never attacked the bread or Tides, and feemed to have no 


notion of aiming a blow diredly forwards. 

6 


When any combatant felled his antagonift 

he 
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he was declared vidor, and the conteft ceafed; During our ftay we witneffed about 
twenty fucceffive combats. Some of the men were of vaft ftrength ; but their mode of 
fighting prevented mifehief : nor did we perceive any of thofe contufions and fradures 
in which boxing-matches in England frequently terminate. Both parlies were highly 
interefted in favour of their re'pedive champions, and feemed at times inclined to en- 
ter the lifts in their funport ; but the firft qipearance of difpute, or growing heat, was 
checked by the Count, who aded as mediator : a kind word, or even a nod from him, 
inftantly compofed all differences. When he appeared deftrous to put an end to the 
combats, they humbly requefted his permiflion to honour them with his prefence a 
little longer ; upon his affent they bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as 
pleafed as if they had received the higheft favour. The Count is greatly beloved by 
ins pcafants, and their item countenances melted into the moft affedionate foftnefs at 
his approach. 

We made an agreeable excurfion to Mikaulka, the villa of Count Peter Panin, a 
Ruflian nobleman of the firft diftindion, who fignalized himfelf in the late war againft: 
the Turks, by the capture of Bender, and more recently by the defeat of the rebel 
Fugatchef. The villa is fituated at the diftance of fix miles from Mofeow, in the midfl: 
of a large foreft. The Count originally purpofed to raife a grand edifice of brick, after 
a defign of his late wife ; but on her death abandoned this projed, and contented him- 
felf with a comfortable wooden houfe at the extremity of his grounds, which he firft 
eroded only as a temporary habitation. His offices, ftables, coach-houfes, dog ken- 
nels, lodgings for huntfmen and other menial fervants, form two long rows of detached 
wooden buildings, all with uniform fronts neatly painted. The grounds are agreeably 
laid out in the ftyle of Englifli parks, with gentle Hopes, fpadous lawns of the fineft ver- 
dure, fcattered plantations, and a large piece of water fringed with wood. 

We could not avoid feeling extif me fatisfadion at obferving that the Englifh ftyle of 
gardening had penetrated even into thefe diftant regions. The Englifh tafte, indeed, 
can difplay itfclf in this country to great advantage, where the parks are extenfive, and 
the verdure, during the fhort fummer, uncommonly beautiful. Moft of the Ruffian 
nobles have gardeners of our nation, and refign themfelves implicitly to their djredion. 
The Count, who is fond of country diverfions, had a pack of hounds chiefly of the Eng* 
lifh breed, confifting of an indiferiminate mixture of harriers, flag and fox-hounds, fe- 
leded without regard to fize or fpecies. With this fame pack he bunted wolves, deer, 
foxes, and hares. He poflefTed likewife a fine breed of Ruffian greyhoui^ds, in high 
eftimation for their fwiftnefs ; they are ihaggy and wire-haired, and fothe are taller than 
the largeft breed of Newfoundland dogs. 

The Count entertained us with a moft Jumptuous dinner: we were particularly ftruck 
with the quantity and quality of the fruit in the defert: pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, 

g ears, cherries, which can rarely in this country, be obtained without the affiftance of 
ot-houfes, were ferved in the greateft profufion *. There was a delicious fpecies of 
fmall melon, which was fent by land carriage from Aftracan to Mofeow, though at the 
diftance of a thoufand miles t* One inftance of elegance which diftinguifhed the defert, 
and had a pleafing eflfeft, muft not be omitted at the upper and lower end of the 

Since my departure from Ruffia, horticulture has been confiderably improved* According to Ritcher, 
tn his Sketch of Mofeow, pines are reared in great abundance in the hot-houfes about Mofeow, and may 
be purchafed for a rouble a piece* 1 am alfo informed^ by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived 
from Ruflia, that in the country houfe of Prince Gallitzin, he faw grapes nearly ripe in the open air. 

f Thefe melons fometimes coft five pounds a piece, and at other times they may be purchafed in the 
markets of Mofeow for Icfs than half a crown a piece. 
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table were placed two china vafes containing cherry-trees in full leaf, and fruit hanging 
on the boughs, which was gathered by the company. We obferved alfo in the defert 
a curious fpecies of apple, which is not uncommon in the rieighbourhood of Mofcow : 
it is fomewhat larger than a golden-pippen, of the colour and tranfparency of pale am- 
ber, and has an exquilite flavour^ the Ruffians call it Navfnicb. The tree thrives in 
the open air without particular attention to culture, but degenerates in other countries ; 
the flips and feed, planted in a foreign foil, have hitherto produced only a common fort 
of apple, but never the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka we pafled dole to the villa of Count Razomoufld Het- 
man of the Ukraine, which had more the refemblance of a little town than a country 
houfe. It conflfted of forty or fifty buildings of different fixes ; fome of brick, others 
of wood ; fome painted, and others plain. .The Count maintains his guard, a numerous 
train of retainers, and a large band of muficians. The Ruffian nobles difplay a great 
degree of grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, domeftics, and way of living. 
Their palaces at and near Mofcow are flupendous piles of building, and 1 am informed 
that their manfions, at a diftance from Mofcow and Peterfburg, are upon a flill grander 
fcale ; where they refide as independent princes, like the feudal barons in early times, 
have their feparate courts of juflice, and govern their vaffals with almofl unlimited 
fway. 

I did not exped to find in this northern climate a kind of Vauxhall. It is fituated at 
the furtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequeftered fpot, which has more the appear- 
ance of the country than of a town. We entered by a covered way into the gardens, 
which were fplendidly illuminated. There was an elegant rotunda for a promenade, 
either in cold or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for tea or fupper. The entrance 
money was four -Ihil lings. The proprietor is an Engliflnnan, whofe name is Mattocks. 
The encouragement he met with from the natives <m this occafion enabled him to en- 
gage in conflruding at a great expence, a brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he 
obtained from the £mpt:efs an exclufive patent for all plays and public mafquerades, 
during ten years from the time of its completion. 

The fineflr view of Mofcow is from an eminence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruffian name, but its fignification in Englifli is 
Sparrow hiU : upon this eminence were the ruins of a large palace built by Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch. Upon our return we flopped at Vafilioffld, the villa of Prince Dolgo- 
Tucki, whidh ftands upon the brow of the fame hill. Beneath the Mofkva, which is 
here bronder than ufual, expands into a femicircle, at fome diftance; and the vaft city 
of Mofcow makes a fuperb and magnificent appearance : the houfe is a large wooden 
building, to which we afeended by three terraffes. The prefent poffeffor is prince Uol- 
gorucki Crimlki, who diflinguifhed himfelf by his viflories over the Turks in the Cri- 
mea, and by the conqueft of that peninfula. The models of feveral fortreffes which he 
befieged and took, are placed in the gardens, among which I particularly remarked 
thpfe of Yenikale, Kerfch, and Precop. 

In traverfing the apartments, the various reverfes of fortune which befell the family 
of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly to, my recolleftion ; efpecially when 1 furveyed the 
portrait of the Princefs Catharine Dolgorqcki, whofe adventures, lo pathetically deferibed 
by Mrs. Vigor *, afforded one of the moft affefting ftories in the annals of hijlory. 
That unfortunate Princefs, tom from the perfon fhe loved, was betrothed againft hqr 
inciination to the Emperor Peter II. On his deceafe (he became a momentary fove- 


reign ; 
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reign ; but was almoll as inftantly hurried from the’ palace to a dungeon,' where (he 
languilhed during the whole reign of the Einprefs Anne. Being releafed upon the 
accsillon of Elizabeth, ihe married Count Bruce, and died without ifTue. 


Chap. lll.--Nimber of Churches in Mofccno.’~-Their ouHvard StruSlnre.— -Inter tor Di • 

viftons, — Worjhipff painted hna%es,'—t)ofcription of an enormous Bell. — Principal Build- 
ings in the Kremlin.— Ancient Palace.— Convent ofTfchudof — Nunnery ofVieftm'iiJhoi. 

—Cathedral of St. Michael.— Tombs and CharaBers of the Tzars, — Genealogical Tables 

of the Riijftan Sovereigns. 

THE places of divine worfliip at Mofeow are exceedingly numerous, and exclufive 
of chapels, there are four hundred and eighty four* public churches, of which one 
hundred and ninety-nine are of brick, and the others of wood ; the former are com- 
monly fluccoed or whitewaihed, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The moft antient churches are generally fquare buildings, with a cupola and four fmall 
domes t, fome of copper or iron built, others of iron tinned, either plain or painted green. 
Thefe cupolas and domes are for the moft part ornamented with crolTes entwined with 
thin chains or wires ; each crofs has two tranfverfe bars J, the upper horizontal, the 
lower inclining, which, according to the opinion of many Ruffians, is fuppofed to be 
the form of the real crofs, and that our Saviour was nailed to it with his amis kt a ho- 
rizontal pofition, and one of the legs higher than the other. I frequently obferved a 
crefeent under the lower bar, the meaning of which no one could explain §. 

The infide of the church is moftly compofed of three parts } that called by the Greeks 
by the Ruffians Trapeza ; .the body ; and the fanduary or ffirine. 

In the body of the church are frequently four fquare and maffive piers, which fup- 
port the cupola : thefe piers, as well as the walls and cielings, are painted with nu- 
merous reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and different faints. Many 
of the figures are enormoufly large, and executed in the rudeft manner, fome are 
daubed upon the bare walls;, others upon large maffive plates of filver or brals, or en- 
clofed in frames of thofe metals. The head of each figure is invariably decked with a 
glory, which is a maffive femicircle, refembling an horfe-flioe, of brafs, filver, or gold, 
and fometimes compofed almoft entirely of pearls and precious ftones. Some of the 
favourite faints are adorned with filken drapery faftened to the walls, and fludded with 
jewels; fome are painted upon a gold ground, and others are wholly gilded but the 

face and hands. Towards the extremity of the body of the church is a flight of fteps 

• 

♦ According to Hcym, in 1773, Mofeow contained twenty-two convents, nine cathedrals, and three 
hundred and twcnty-ljx churches. 

f The cinirch of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called the Church of Jcrufalctn, which (lands in the Klii- 
taigorod, clofeto the gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of high itecpie and rync or ten domes ; ft was 
built in' the reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch 11 . An engraving of that, as well as fome of the more antient 
churches, may be I’ccn in Oleari&s and Lc Brun’s Travels. 

:|: I am here defcriblng the moft antient churches.; the jpodern croffes over thofe of St. Peterfburgh are 
moiily Tingle. 

§ Dr. King ingenioufly accounts for the crefeent. ** Some churches have a crefeent under the crofs ; 
for when the Tartars, to whom Mufeovy was fubjeded two hurfdred years, converted any of the .churches 
into mofques for the ufc of their own religion, they fixed the crefeent, the badge of Mahometanifm, upon 
them ; 'and when the Grand Duke Ivan Bafilovitch had delivered his country irom the Tartar yoke, and 
redored thofe edifices to the Chriftian worfliip, he left the crefeent remaining, and planted a crofs upon it 
as a mark of its viftory over its enemy,** Rites and Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p, 23. 

VOL. VI. 40 
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leading to the Qirine ; and between thefe fteps and the Ihrine is ufually a platfonu, upon 
which the officiating miniffer ftands and performs part of the fervice. 

The Ihrine or fanftuary is divided from the body of the church by the Inconojias^ or 
Ikreen, generally the part the moff richly ornamented, and on which the moft holy pic- 
tures are painted or hung *. lu its centre arc the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful doors, which lead to the ihrine, within which is the holy table, a Dr. King 
well deferibes it, “ with four fmall columns to fupport a canopy over it ; from which a 
perijierion, or dove, is fufpended, as a fymbol of the Holy Gholl j upon the holy table 
the crofs is always laid, and the Gofpel, and the pyxis, or box, in which a part of the 
confecrated elements is preferved, for viiiting the fick or other purpofes f.” 

. It is contrary to the tenets of the Greek rdigion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition of Scripture, “ Thou fhalt not make to thy- 
felf a graven image,” &c. By not conftdering the prohibition as extending to repre- 
fentations by pmnting, the Greek canonifts, while they follow the letter, depart from 
the fpirit of tne commandment, which pofitively forbids us to worfhip the likenefs of 
any thing under whatever form, or in whatever manner it may be delineated. 

Over the door of each church is the portrait of the patron faint, to which the com- 
mon people pay homage as they pafs, by talung off" their hats, eroding themfelves, and 
occafionally touching the ground with their heads ; a ceremony which I often faw them 
repeat nine or ten times in fucceflion. 

Before 1 clofe the general defeription of the Ruffian churches, I muff not forget their 
bells, wtuch form, 1 may almoft fay, no inconfiderable part of divine worfliip ; as the 
length or ffiortnefs of their peals afeertains the greater or leffer fandity of the day. 
They are hung in belfreys detached from the church, and do not fwing like our bells, 
but are fixed immoveably to the beams, are rung by a rope tied to the clapper, and 
pulled Tideways. Some of thefe bells are of a ftupendous fize : one in the belfrey of 
St. Ivan’s church weighs three thoufand five hundred and fifty-one Ruffian poods, or 
one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix Englilh pounds. 
It has always been efteemed a meritorious a£t of religion to prefent a church with bells, 
and the piet^ of the donor has been meafured by their magnitude. According to this 
mode of effunation, Boris Godunof, who gave a bell of two hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand pounds to the cathedral of Mofeow, was the moff pious fovereign of Ruffia, 
until he was furpaiFed by the Emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was caff, weigh- 
ing four hundred and thirty -two thoufand pounds, which exceeds in bignefs every bell 
in the known world. The lize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have credited the 
account of its magnitude had I not myfelf afeertained the dimenfions. The height is 
nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom fixty-three feet eleven inches, greateff thick- 
nefs twenty-three inches The beam to which this vaff machine was faftened, being 
accidentally burnt, the bell fell down, and a fragment was broken off towards the 
bottom, which left an aperture large enough to admit two perfons abreaft without 
ffooping. ’ ' 

Our inn bang clofe to the walls of Kremlin, I had frequent opportunides of examining 
the principal buildings. 

^ On the north fide of the rojral doors the piflure of the Virgin is always placed, and that of Jefus on 
the fonth ; next to which is that of the faint to whoio the church is dedicated,; the fituation of the reft is 
indifferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before the iniiiages of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral 
others, and fometimes kept perpetually burning.” Dr. King on the Greek church, p. a;. ; to which book 
I would refer the reader. 

+ King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

i Mr. lianway, in his Travels, has given an accurate deftriptJon and engraving of this bell. 
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The palace, inhabited by the antient Tzars, {lands at the extt'emity of the Kremlin. 
Tart of this palace is old, and continues in the fame (late in which it was built under 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. The remainder has been fucceifively added at different intervals 
without any plan^ and in various {lyles of architecture, which has produced a motley 
pile of building, remarkable for its incongruity. The top is thickly fet with numerous 
little gilded fpires and globes ; and a large portion of the front is decorated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the Ruffian empire. The apartments ate in 
general exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room, called the council-chamber, in 
which the antient Tzars ufed to give audience to foreign ambaffadors, and which has 
been repeatedly deferibed by feveral Englilh travellers, who vifited Mofeow bc-fore the 
Imperial refidence was transferred to Peterfburgh. The room is large and vaulted, and 
has in the centre an enormous pillar of ffone, which fupports the cieling *. 

This palace, in whicTi the Tzars formerly held their courts in all the fplendour df 
Eaftern pomp, was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence } 
fince the modern improvements in architecture, it is far furpaffed by the ordinary man- 
fions of the nobility, and by no means calculated even for the temporary refidence of 
the fovereign f- 

In this palace Peter the Great was bom in 1 672 ; an event here mentioned, not only 
becaufe it is remarkable in the annals of this country, but becaufe the Ruffians them* 
felves were, till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of their favourite hero. That 
honour was ufually aferibed to Columna, which, on that fuppofition, has been pro- 
fanely fiyled the Bethlehem of Ruffia ; but the judicious Muller has unqueftionably 
proved, that the Imperial palace of Mofeow was the place of Peter’s nativity +. I was 
greatly difappointed that we could not view that part of the palace called the treafury. 
The keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, and could not be opened until a 
fucceffor was appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and royal robes, ufed at the coro- 
nation of the fovereign, this repofitory contains feveral curiofities which relate to and 
illufirate the hiftory of this country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin j one a nunnery, and the other a monaffery 
for men, called Tchudof. It is welt known in the Ruffian hiftory as the place in which 
the Tzar Vaffili Shuiiki was confined (1610) after his depofition, and from whence he 
was conveyed into Poland, where he only exchanged one prifon for another ftill more 
difmal, and fell a vidim to his own difappointment and chagrin, as well as to the ill 
treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led to compaffionate the fatq of a depofed 
monarch, who dragged on a miferable exiftence amidft the horrors of perpetual im. 
prifonment ; but the black ingratitude of Vaffili Shuiiki towards Demetrius, his fove- 
reign and benefador, almoft extinguiihes bur fenfe of his calamities. For even if the 
perfon who affumed the name of Demetrius was an impoftor, Shuiiki, when condemned 
for high treafon to an ignominious death, was indebted to him for his pardon j an ad 
of clemency ill requited by the d^iofition and murder of his benefador §. 

The nunnery called Viefnovitikoi, was founded in 1 39;} by Eudoxia, wueof the Great 
Duke Dmitri IvanovitchDoniki, who was canotufed and interred under the altar. The 
abbefs politely accompanied us over the convent, and points out every objed worthy 

* The roof of the audience chamber was arched and fupported by a great pillar in the middle.*’ Lord 
Carliile’ft EmbaflTy, p. 1 491 In the feaft which Ale^dy Michaelovitch gi\c to the Earl of Carlifle, this 
great pillar was adorned with a wonderful variety of gold and filver veiTcls, p. 292. 

t The Emperor Paul ordered this venerable icat of the Rufllail monarchs to be reftored and fitted up as 
a manfion for himfclf and fiimily* 

See Journ. St. Pet, f 'See Chap. 7. 
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of attention. She firfl conduftec^ ufr to the principal chapel^ • which contains the tombs 
of feveral.l’zarinas and Princeffes of the Imperial family. The tombs refemble ftone 
coffins laid on the floor, and ranged in rows; fome were inclofed with brafs, and othera. 
with iron ballnltrades, but the greater number had no diflindion of this fort. Each fe- 
pufchre was covered with a pall of crimfon or black velvet, ornamented with an em- 
broidered crofs, and edged with a border of gold and filver lace ; over thefe, on great 
feftivals, are laid other coverings of gold and filver tiflUe, richly ftudded with pearls and 
precious ftones. The abbefs obligingly prefented me with a MS. 'Ruflian account of 
the Princeffes interred in the church. Having examined the repofitories of the dead, 
and furveyed the rich veflments of the priefls, and the figures of various faints painted 
on the walls, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. She led the way, and at the top 
of the ftairs, as we entered the anti-chamber, ftruck the floor two or three blows with 
her ivory-handled cane ; when a chorus of twenty nuns received us with hymns, which 
they continued finging as long as we ftaid ; the melody was not unpleafing. In an ad- 
joining room tea was ferved to the company, and a table was plentifully fpread with 
pickled herrings, flices of fait fifli, cheefe, bread, butter, and cakes ; champagne and 
liqueurs were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After partaking of thefe refrefliments, 
wc attended the abbefs through the apartments of the nuns, many of whom were em- 
ployed in embroidering facerdotal habits for the Archbifliop of Mofeow, and then took 
our leave. 

The nuns wore a long robe of black fluff, black veils, black forehead- cloth, and 
black wrappers under the chin ; the abbefs was diftinguilhed by a robe of black filk. 
Meat is prohibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon fifli, eggs, and vegetables. In other 
refpefts the order is not rigid, and they are allowed to pay occafional vifits in the town. 

I have already had occafion to mention the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin is not without its (hare; in a fmall compafs I counted dght 
almofl contiguous to each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Michael's, and the Af- 
fumption of the Virgin Mary, are remarkable ; the one being the place where the fove- 
reigns were formerly interred, and the other where they are crowned. Thefe edifices 
are both in the fame flyle of architefture ; and were probably ponflruflqd by Solario of 
Milan, who built the walls of the Kremlin. Though the archited was obliged to con- 
form his plan to the flyle of ecclefiaflical buildings which prevailed in Ruffia; yet their 
exterior form is not inelegant, although it is an oblong fq^uare, and too high in propor- 
tion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the tombs of the Ruflian fovereigns. The 
bodies are not, as with us, depofited in vaults, or beneath the pavement, but are en- 
tombed in raffed fepulchres, moftly of brick, in the fliape of a coffin, and about two feet 
in height. When I vifited the cathedral, the moft antient were covered with palls of red 
cloth, others of red velvet, and that of Peter II. with gold tiffue *, bordered with filver 
fringe and ermine. Each tomb has at its lower extremity a fiiiall filver plate, bearing 
the name of the deceafed fovgreign, with the sera of his death. 

From the time that Mofeow became the Imperial refidence to the clofe of the fix- 
teenth century, all the Tzars have beejn interred in this cathedral; except Boris Godu- 
nof, whofe remains are depofited in the cbnyent of the Holy Trinity f; the Tzar, under 
the name of Demetrius who was deftroyed in a tumult, and Vaffili Shuiflei, who died 
in captivity at Warfaw. 

* On great feftivals all the>&pulcbres are covered with rich palls of gold or filver brocade, ftudded with 
pearls andjcwels. 

f Sec Chapo & See Chap. 7. 
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The tomb of ivan Vaffilievitch I., juftly eftcjemed the founder of Ruilian greatnefs, 
claimed my principal attention. At his acceiTion to the throne, in >462, Ruflia formed 
a colleftion of petty principalities, engaged in perpetual wars with each other, fome 
nominally fubjeA to the Great>duke of Mofcow, and all, with that monarch hitnfelf, 
tributary to the Tartars*. Ivan, in the courfe of a long and prpfperous reign,- gave 
a new afpeff to the Rufiian affairs : he annexed to his dominions the duchies of 'fver 
and other neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogorod, and, what was (fill more 
glorious and beneficial, he refcued this country from the Tartar yoke, atid refufed the 
payment of the ignominious tribute exafted from his predeceffors. He had no fooner 
delivered Rulfia from this dependence^ than his alliance was courted by many Euro- 
pean fovereigns ; and during his- reign Mofcow faw, for the firft time, ambafliidors 
from the Emperor of Germany, the Pope, the Grand-fignor, the Kings of Poland and 
Denmark, and the Republic of Venice. 

The talents of this able Monarch were not confined to military atchievements : . Ruf- 
fia was indebted to him for the improvement of her commerce, and for opening a more 
ready communication with the European nations. Under his aufpices, the know- 
ledge of gunpowder and the art of cafting cannon were firft brought into Rullia by 
Arillotle of Bologna He employed the fame artift J, as well as’ other foreigners, 
to recoin the Ruflian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar infcriptions ; he engaged, at 
a vaft expence, Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod with 
walls of brick, and to ere£t feveral churches and other public ftrudures with the fame 
materials §. For his various civil and military fervices he defervedly required the 
name of Credit. Ivan is deferibed as a perfon of gigantic ftature, and ferocious afped. 
His manners and deportment, ftrongJy infefled with the barbarifm of his age and coun- 
try, were fomewhat foftened and poliflied by the example of his fecond wife Sophia fj, 
a Grecian Princefs of confummate beauty and winning addrel's, who to all the fofter 
graces of her fex added a manly fpirit ; and who, while ftie infufed into her hufband 
a taftc for the arts of peace, animated him to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended 
to the aggrandizement of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in 1 505, in the fixty-feventh year of his age : on each fide of 
his remains aredepofited thofe of his father Vafili Valiilievitch, fumamed The Blind 

* ? 

• The fcrvltude of the Great-diike will appear from a paflage Jn Cromer, the Polifli hiflorian. 
** Whenever ilie Tartar ambafladors were fen t to Mofcow, in order to collcdi the accuftomed irlbiite, the 
Grcat-dnke ufed to meet them, andofTery a$ a mark of his rcfpccl, a cup of mare'b,rfiiilk ;‘and if a drop 
chanced tu fall upon the mane of the horfcy on which the Tartar a mbaflddor wa.s fitting, he would iiimfvif 
lick it up. When they reached the hall of audience^ the ambafladors read the Khan’fi letter, feated upon 
a carpet of the cboicei): furs, while the Great-duka with his nobles knelt, and lilleiied in refpcCiri:l filcnoc.’* 
Cromer, 1 . xxin* p. 647* t Bachmeifter’s Efflai fiirlaBib.de Peterf. p. 28. t f\)fltnfnu?.. 

§ A vail effort in thofe barbarous times, and which defervea to be mentioned, becaufe at hia acccfiion 
to the throne almoft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

II Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palseologus, brother of Conftantine, the laft Grecian Emperor, 
who loll his life when Conftantinople was taken by the Turks in »4q v Soon after that event Sophia re- 
paired to Rome with her father, ^whcrc they lived under the protedion of the Pope, whp is faid to have 
ncgocialcd her marriage with the Grcnt*d;uke, and even to have bellowed her portion, in hopes of pro- 
curing, through her hifliicnce, great advantages to the Roman Catholic religion in Rulfia. But thofe 
hopes were fruflrated { for Sopliia, on her marriage in 1482, embraced the Greek religion. She encoif- 
raged her hulband in fliaking off the Tartar yoke, and probably aflillcd him in procuring the abkil archi- 
XeeXs from Italy. See Herbertlein, in Rcr. Mof. Comm, p 7, alfo Pan Jovii dc Leg. Mof. — Ibid. p. 125. 

i|[ He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufc his eyes had been put out by order of his undo, 
who, having formerly depofed him, pfaftifed this cruel expedient to difqualify him from re-aC ending the 
throne. He was afterwards, however, rcinftated in the fovercignty by the affeftion of his fubjcAs. 

4t anj 
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and of his fon Vafill Ivanovitch, who.fucceeded him in the throne, and expired in 
15 ^ 3 * 

In a fmall chapel adjoining to thcfe tombs is the fepulchre of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. *, fon and fucceflbr of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This Sovereign is branded 
by many writers with the name of tyrant., and reprefentcd as the mod odious monder 
that ever difgraced human nature. In delineating, however, his general charafter, 
they are fometimes guilty of falfchood t, and often of exaggeration ; and feem totally 
to forget nuny great qualities which he certainly poflefTed. iTiough we Ihould not 
give implicit credit to many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhumanity, yet it would 
be equally abfurd, and contrary to hidorical evidence, to deny or attempt to apologifc 
for' many cruelties ^ adually committed by this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, 
did not reckon clemency among the number of his virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his temper with abhorrence, we cannot refufe the 
tribute of admiration to his political charafter. He raifed the fuperdruflure of the 
Iluflian grandeur, of which his grandfather laid the foundation. Inftead of a defultory 
militia, collected in hade, and always impatient to dilband, he indituted a Handing 
army ; he abolilhed the ufe of the bow, hitherto the principal weapon among the Ruf- 
fians ; he trained them to fire-arms, and introduced a more regular difeipline. By 
means of this formidable body, he extended his dominions on all iides, conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Adracan, and rendered the Ruffian name refpeftable to the 
diftant powers' of Europe. He gave to his fubjedts the firll code of written laws ; he 
invited foreign artids § to Mofepw, introduced printing into Ruffia, promoted com- 
merce, and regulated the duties of export and import ; he permitted Englifli merchants 
to edablifh fadories within his dominions, and, with a liberality not always praftifed 
by more enlightened fovereigns, granted to them the free exercife of their religion ; 
he had even formed the defign, which death alone prevented, of inflituiing various femi- 
naries for the cultivation of the Latin and German languages. 

Ivan Vaffiiievitch II. died in 1584, in an agony of grief at the death of his elded 
fon Ivan, whofe remains are placed contiguous to thofe of his father. Hidorians have 
recorded, that this Prince received his death from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfortunate blow on the temple. The enemies of the Tzar imputed 
this melancholy catadrophe to defign; while his apologids drenuoufly laboured to re- 

* Calledytby the Engli'fli writers, John Bafilovitz. 

f Thus fome writers alTerC, that when he walked out, or made a progrefs through his own dominions, 
Jf he met any one whofe mien difpleafed him, he would command his head to be ftriick off, or do it him- 
fclf. Others as abfurdly relate, that he would oi^er bears to be let loofe upon a crowd of people af- 
lemblcd in the lireets of Mofeow, and diverted himfelfwith the cries and agonies of the perfons devoured 
by thofe ferocious animals. Olcarius informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the eyes of the archi- 
teft, who built the church of the Holy Trinity at Mofeow, to be put out, that be might never conllruft 
any building of fuperior beauty, Thcfe incredible talcs confute themfelves ; but the following charge we 
arc able to contradict from our own hiftory. Ivan is faid tor have ordered the hat of the £ngU(h ambaf- 
fador. Sir Jerome Bofves, to be nailed to Ms head, becaufe he refufed to take it off in his prefence. 
This report was occafioned by the exaggerated account of a mifunderilainding between the Tasar and Sir 
Jerome Bowes, which is related in the ambaffadoris difpatches. Hackluy t*8 Collection of Voyages, vol. i. 
p. ^60, &c. 

Initanccs of which the reader will find in the 6th chap, of this book, and the ad of hook iv. 

§ Above three hundred artids of all profeffions, namely, painters, fculptors, architects, watch -makers, 
belUfounders, miners, armourers, ftationers, mafons, Scg. already arrived kt Lubec in their way to Mof- 
eow, but were prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, and tlie natives 
of Livonia. See Bachmeifter’s Effai fur la Bib. &Ct p. 32. 

6t prefent 
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prefent it as merely accidental. On weighing thefe difcordant accounts with impar 
tiality, it appears, that the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned to chaftife, not in' 
tended to be fatal. 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fuccelTor of Ivan Vaflilievitch II., is interred in the fame 
chapel : a Prince of fuch weak intelle£ts and notorious incapacity, as to be a mere 
phantom of fovereignty, and entirely under the direftion of his brother-in-law Boris 
Godunof. Feodor ^feended the throne in 1 584, and expired in 1598 : in him ended 
the male line of the fovereigns of the houfe of Ruric * j a family which governed 
RuiSa for a period of feven centuries. 

Among the tombs in this church, the moll; remarkable is that which contains the 
body of a child, fuppofed by the RuHians to be the third fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. who 
is faid to have been aflaflinated at Vglitz, in the ninth year of his age, by order of Bo- 
ris Godunof. This tomb, which is more diftinguilhed-than thofe of the Ruilian fove- 
reigns, is of brafs, and highly ornamented. The child is clafled among the faints of 
the Ruflian calendar, and, according to the legends of the church, his l^dy is faid to 
have performed miracles, and is believed by the credulous to remain uocorrupted. 
The top of the fepulchre is frequently uncovered j and, during divine fervice on the 
feflival of St. Alexander Nevlki, I obferved feveral Ruffians kiffing the inflde with 
great marks of devotion. The hifliory of the aflaffination at Vglitz, and the adventures 
of the real or pretended Demetrius, require a feparate narrative t* 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Romanof are interred in the body of the church ; 
their tombs are placed on each fide between the mafly piers which fupport the 
roof. 

The firft of this illuftrious line is Michael Feodorovitch ; whofe eledion in 1613 put 
a final period to a long feene of civil bloodlhed, and reflored tranquillity to his diftra^ed 
country. He owed his elevation to his high rank and princely defeent ; but more 
particularly to the virtues, abilities, and popularity of his ffither Philaretes. Ladiflaus, 
Prince of Poland, having received a tender of the crown, from a body of Ruffian no- 
bles, aflumed the title of Tzar, and eftablilhed a garrifon at Mofeow : foon afteiVards 
a powerful party, averfe to the government of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from 
the capital, and unanimoufly advanced Michael to the throne, though fcarcely feven- 
teen years of age. It is fingular, that he was raifed to this high flation, not only with- 
out his knowledge, but even in repugnance to his own inclination. When the deputies 
from Mofeow arrived at Coftroma, where he refided with his mother, and > acquainted 
him with his eledion, Michael, recollecting the dreadful cataftrophes '^ich had befal- 
len all the Tzars fince the demife of Feodor Ivanovitcb, and refle^ng bn the diftraCted 
ftate of Ruffia, burfi into tears, and declined a crown, which feemed to entail defiruCtion 
upon thofe who had ventured to wear it |. Overcome, however, by the importuni- 
ties of the deputies, and dazzled with the fplendour of royalty, Michael at length yield- 
ed to the wilhes of his country, and repairing without delay to Mofeow, was crowned 
with the ufual folemnities. Though he afeehded the throne with reluCtance, he 
filled it with dignity, and fdund a protedion from thofe difaflers which overwhelmed 
his immediate predeceflbrs, in his own difcretiois in the wife counfels of his father, 
and in the affeCtion of his fubje^. Michael died in 1645, ^ profperous reign of 

twenty-three years.. 

♦ Unlefa Demetrius was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. + Sec Chapter 7; 

See Bufehing’s Account of the Bleftlon of Michael. Hift« M. 11 . p. 405. 
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Alexey Mlchaelovitch his fon, whofe- aflies are contiguous to his remains, is chiefly 
knowri by foreigners asthefather of Peter theGreatj but he deferves likewife our atten- 
tion for his own public virtues, and for many falutary inflitutions. He reviled, amend, 
ed, and new-modelled the code of laws compiled by Ivan Vaflllievitch , 11 . ; he intro- 
duced a more regular difeipline into the army, and invited foreign officers into his 
fervice * ; he procured from Amfterdam lliip-builders, whom lie employed in con- 
ftruQiing vefl’els for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea : in a word, he traced the great 
outlines of thofe regulations, which were afterwards improved and enlarged by the 
vail genius of his fon Peter the Great. Alexey deceafed in 1676, in the 32d year 
of his reign, and the iorty-ninth of his age. 

Oppofite to the fepulchre of Alexey are thofe of his fons Feodor and Ivan. Feodor, 
who I'ucceeded his hither in the throne, is deferibed by Voltaire and others as a prince 
w ho pofleifed a vigorous mind in a weak frame, and whofe adminiflration was dignified 
with many ufeful and glorious regulations. But incapacity, no lefs than ill-health, 
difqualified him from conducting the affairs of government; he refigned himfelfto 
the direction of his filter Sophia,- and all the beneficial a£ts of his adminiftration mull 
beaferibed to her influence, and to the abilities of his prime miniller, the great Galitzin. 
Feodor, alter a fliort reign of fix years, funk under the diforders which had long prey- 
ed upon his frame. 

Ivan, fccond brother of Feodor, was rightful heir of the throne ; being debilitated 
by epileptic fits, both in body and mind i , was at firll excluded from the fucceffion, 
as incapable of difeharging the functions of government ; but being aftervvai'ds rccog- 
nifed as joint-fovereign with his half-brother Peter the Great, he was confidered merely 
as a puppet, to latisfy the multitude, and fecure to his adherents a lhare in the adminif- 
tration of aflairs. He was allowed to continue this ftate-pageant during the remainder 
of his life ; and his death, which happened in 1698, was fcarcely perceived by his fub- 
je£rs, and not known to the reft of Europe, except by the omiffion of his name in the 
public ads. 

1 he fucceeding fovereigns are interred at Petcrlburg, excepting Peter II., whofe 
allies repofe in this cathedral. This monarch, the fon of the unfortunate Tzarovitch 
Alexey, was born in 1715, fucceeded in 1727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of the 
fmall-pox, on the day appointed for his marriage with Princefs Dolgorucki. His death 
was occafioned by the ignorance of the phyficians, who treated his diforder as a ma- 
lignant fever. He acquired great popularity by fixing, during the latter part of his 
fliort reign, his imperial refidence at Mofeow. He was regretted as thegrandfon of Peter 
the Great, and as the prince in whom the male line of the houfe of Romanof became 
extind. 

• Mayerberg fays, among the foreign officers in the fervicc of Alexey Michaelovitch, were two generals, 
two field marihala, more than a hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, and enfigns in pro- 
portion. . « 

f Schletfiing, who was at Mofeow during thp adminiftration of Sophia, thus deferibes the perfon of 
Ivan. “ Ivan Alexey, the cldeft Tzar, ia ill-formed by nature, infomuch that he can neither rightly 
fee, read, nor fpcak. He always wears a piece of green fiUc before his eyes, in order to prevent the up- 
per part of his face from bein^ leen oh account of its deformity. But he is very pious and devout ; and as, 
on account of his weak conftitution, he cannot hunt, or take any violent exercife, he is the morecoufiant 
in his attendance at church, and never miftes a proceffion. He is Ihort in his perfon, very thin, and is 
now thirty years of age. 


Chap. 




vol-* VI. 


SOVBKEIGMS* 



SoTERkiCKS of Russia of the Houfe of Romakof 


502 


COXE’s travels IK RUSSIA 



Chat, 


(Alexander, born 1777 ; CoK»TANTi!f E, born 1779 ; Michael 

married liOiiUa Princeri of married Juliana Princels of b. 1798. 

Baden, noir Elizabeth Alex* Saxe Cobcurg. 

ienia; Emperor 1801, 



C 0 X £*8 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


603 


Chap. VI, Cathedral of the /gumption of the Virgin Mar»j in the Kremlin, — Tombs 
of the Rujftan Patriarchs, -Origin and Abolition of the patriarchal Digniiy,’^Account 
of the Patriarch PhilareteSf Father tf the Houfe of Roniar,of,’,~-Biograghical Anedotes 
of the Patriarch Nicon, 

THE cathedral of the AfTumption of the Virgin Mary, appropriated to the cofonR- 
tion of the Ruffian fovereigns, alfo tituatedVn the Kremlin, is the moil niaraihcent 
temple in Mofcow. The Ikreen is in many parts covered with plates of foBd filver 
and gold nchly worked. From the centre of the roof hangs an enormous chandelier 
of mafly iilver, weighing two thoufand nine hundred and forty pounds i it was made 
in England, and prefented by Morofof, prime-miniiler of Alexey Michaelovitch *. 
The facred veffiels and epifcopal veftments are extremely rich j but the workmanlbip 
is in general rude, and by no means equal to the materials. 

Many of the painted figures which cover the infide walls are of a colofiQd fixe, and 
were executed fo early as the clofeof the fifteenth century. This church alfo contains 
a head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have been painted by St. Luke, and greatly cele- 
brated in this country for the power of working miracles. The face is almoft black ; 
the head is ornamented with a glory of predous flones, and the hands and body are 
gilded, which gives it a grotefque appearance. It is placed in the Ikreen, and enclofed 
within a filver cafe, which is never removed but on great feflivals, or to gratify the cu- 
riofity of ftrangers. This Madonna, according to the tradition of the church, was. 
brought from Greece to Kiof, transferred from thence to Volodimir, and afterwards to 
Mofcow. It feems to have been a Grecian painting, and was probably anterior to the 
revival of the art in Italy f. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains of the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The firfl: was Job, before whofe time the primate of the Ruffian church was fuffrgan 
to the patriarch of Confiantinople. Job, being metropolitan archbifhop of Mofcow, 

* According to Storfcli it was a prcfeiit firoiiv the Venetians to Boris GodunoF, and weighs two thou- 
fand eight hundred pounds. 

t 1 faw feveral reprefentations of the Virgin in the north of Italjr fimilar to this painting : fom: 
were called the productions of St. Luke, others of Cimabue, or his fcholars. The complexion in 
thefe was likewife of a duiky hue. Probably the Grecian painters reprefented the yirgin of a dark 
complexion, which was copied by Cimabue and the earlieft Italian artifts, who^ received the art from 
the Greeks. Le Bniyn, f|^aking of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, ** It is very gloomy and almoft 
black ; but whether this proceeds from the efteCts of time, or thefmoke of tapers, or the fancy of the 
painter ; certain it is, there is no great mattev in it/' &c. Travels, vol. i. p. 70. An ingenious author, 
in a late publication, mentions in the monaftcry of Monte Virgine, a coloffal portrait of the Virgin 
Mary, which paffes for the work of St. Luke the Evangelift, and adds. ** There are in Italy and elfe- 
where fome dozens of black ugly Madonnas, which all pafs for the work of his hands, and as fuch are 
revered." To which pafi’age he fubjoins the following note, but without citing his authority : “The 
origin of this fable, or rather miilake, appears to be, that about the time that paintings of holy fubjeCta 
came into fafliion, there lived at Conftantinople a painter called Luke, who, by many reprefentations of 
the Virgin, acquired a very Uanfeendant reputation. He was a roan of exemplary life, and on account 
of liis piety, and the edifying life he made of his talentS; was generally known by the name of the Holy 
Luke. In proccTii of lime, when the epocha and circumftanceS of his life were for^tten by the vulgar, 
and his performances had acquire ! by age fmoky, duiky call, fufficient to per^ex the fliort ligbed 
connoiflenrs of thole days*, devotees aferibed his pictures to the Evangelift, who was pronounced a painter 
bccaufe they knew of no other faint of the name, and bccaufe, if he had been a painter, no one could 
have had fuch opportunities of examini^ and delineating the features of the holy model." Swinburne's 
Travels in the Two Sicilies, p. 123. For proof of the introduction of painting into Ruffia and Italy by 
the Greeks, fee the Defeription of the Cathedral of St. Sophia at Novogorod» 

4 H 2 vas. 
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was, in 15S8, inftalled in this cathedral Patriarch of Ruflia, by Jeremias, Patriarch of 
Conflantiirople. The ceremony of tranflating the fee from the capital of Turkey to 
this city is thus defcribed by an author who was himfelf prcfent 

“ On the 25th of January, 1588, the Greek Patriarch, accompanied with the Ruffe 
cleatgi, went to the great church of. Prechefte, or our Ladie, within the Emperour’s 
caflie, where he made an oration, and delivered his refignation in an indrument of writ- 
ing, and fo laid down his patriarchal ftaffe ; w’hich was prefently received by the metro- 
polite of Moiko, and divers other ceremcmies ufed about the inaugration of the new 
patriarch.** ^ 

The moft venerable of Job’s fucceffors in the patriarchal fee was Philaretcs, who, 
though no fovereign himfelf, is celebrated as the founder of that line of RulHan mo- 
narths, didihguiflied by the name of the houfe of Romanof t. His fccular name was 
Feodor, and he drew his lineage from Andrew, a Pruffian prince, who came into Ruflia 
about the middle of the fourteenth century, and whofe immediate defeendants enjoyed 
the higheft offices under the fovereigns of this country. Feodor was fon of Nikita Ro- 
manovitch, great grandfon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia, firft wife of Ivan Val- 
filievitch II. When Boris Godunof was elevated to the throne, the high birth, great 
abilities, and popularity of Feodor Romanof, rendered him fo obnoxious to the new 
monarch, that he was compelled to affume the priefthood, and confined in a monaflery, 
on which occafion he, according to the Ruffian cuflom, changed his^name to Philaretes. 

On the acceflion of the fovereign whom the Ruffians call theFalfe Demetrius, Phila- 
retes was releafedffrpm confinement, and appointed to the archbilhopric of Roftof. Soon 
after the depofition of Vaflili Shuilki, a ftrong party among the nobles having agreed to 
ele£i; Ladiflaus, fon of Sigifinond III. King of Poland, Tzar of Ruflia ; Philaretes was 
difpatched at the head of an embaffy, to fettle the conditions of his Ton’s eledion. He 
found the Polilh monarch engaged in the fiegeof Smolenlko; and when the King de- 
manded the immediate ceflion of that town, 'Philaretes replied, “ When your fon has 
afe^nded our threme, he will poffefs not only Smolenlko, but all Ruflia, and it ill becomes 
you to difmember his territories.” Sigifinond, exafperated at this fpirit^ i*eply > and ftill 
farther inflamed by the reraonftrances of the Ambaffadors againft his condudl tow'ards 
Ruflia, arreft^d and threw them into prifon. -Philaretes: languilhed nine years in the 
caftle of Marienburgh J, in Pruffia, under a rigorous confinement. 

His abfence, however, did notdiminilh the veneration which the Ruffians entertained 
for his charader : the whole nation unanimoufly conferred the crown on his fon 
Michael, a youth only in the feventeenth year of his age ; in hop^s that a peace with 
Poland wcnild reftore Philaretes to his country, and render Inm the direftor of that 
power with which they invefted his fon. This Mcpedation was gratified at the truce of 
Develina, concluded in iff-ig, between Ruflia and Poland, which gave Philaretes to the 
wifhes of the people. On his arrival at Mofeow he was confecrated patriarch, and became 

* Fletcher*! Ruffia, chap. ti. Thw author odd*, that Jeremias, whom he calls Hieronimo, had been 
either haniAed from Cofiftantinople by the Turks, or depofed by the Gr^ek clergy; that he came 10 
Mofeow without any invitation from the Rulfiang, to obtain money from Feodor Ivanovitdi, and with this 
view proposed the tranflation of the patriarchal fee from Conftantinople to Molcow. Others deny that he 
was either draoCed or banilhed, and relate, that the Tzar having formally demanded the confent or the four 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Conftantinople, and JerufaTem, to the efiablilhment.of a new Famardi 
in Ruflia, they acceded to the requeft, and fojemnly deputed Jeremias to MofeoW, who invefted the'metro- 
politan Job with the new dignity. King on the Greek Church, p. 496. 

f In confequence of a cuftom prevalent among the Ruflians to adopt the appellation of the grandfather 
for a family ntme, the new royal line was called Koinaaof* in honour of Roman, Feodor’s grandfather. 

Bufehing. Htft. Mag. v. ii. p. 403. ' 
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the real, though not the oftenfible fovereign of his countr)^, as liis fon held the reins 6f 
government under his diredion. He was invelted with the adminiitration of affairs ; 
his name was frequently aflbciated in the public ads with that of the Tzar; he gave 
audience to Mmbafladors, and- on many public occafions was permitted to take prece* 
dence of his fon •. His experience, moderation, and abilities, rendered him worthy of 
ihefe high honours and unbounded authority ; ■ and the profperity of Michael’s reign 
proclaimed the wifdom of his fage monitor. Philaretes died in 1633, in an advanced 
age, regretted by his fon and the whole kingdom. 

The laft of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at whofe demife, in 1699, Peter the Great 
refufed to nominate a fucceffor; and in 1721 the patriarchal dignity was formally 
abolilhed. . 

In a former chapter I obferved, that there are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the 
ceremonial of the Greek worfliip requiring all perfons to hand during the performance 
of divine fervice. In this cathedral I obferved two elevated places near the Ikreen, en- 
clofed with rails without feats: one is appropriated to the fovereign; the other was 
formerly dellined for the patriarch, whofe ftate and grandeur were not inferior to thofe 
of the Tzar hinifelf. Upon fome public occafion the Archbilhop of Novogorod, who 
afpired to have the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon, pointing Jo the place for- 
merly occupied by the patriarch, remarked to Peter, ** Sire, that ftrufture is now ufe- 
lefs, will not Your Majefty order it to be removed ?” Peter was filent ; but the Arch- 
biffiop repeating the quellion, replied, “ That place Ihall not be removed, nor fliall you 
fill it t.” 

The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs from the firft eftablilhment of the dignity in 
the perfon of Job, to its final abolition after the death of Adrian. Of thefe the greatefl 
and moll confpicuous was the celebrated Nicon ; whom, as he is the only patriarch not 
interred in this cathedral, 1 could not mention on contemplating their tombs. It is 
hoped that no apology is neceffary for the account of a prelate, whom fome Ruffians ftill 
abhor as Antichrift, and others adore as a faint ; and whofe extraordinary charafterhas 
never been faithfully reprefented to the Englilh reader. 

Nicon was born in 1613, in a village of the government of Niflinei Novogorod, of 
obfeure parents. He received, at the bdjjtifmal font, the name of Nikita, which, when 
be became monk, he changed to Nicon. He was educated in the convent of St. Maca- 
rius, under the care of a monk. From the courfe of his ftudies, which were almoft 
fojely direded to the Holy Scriptures, and the exhortations of his preceptor., he imbibed, 
at a very early period, the ftrongeft . attachment to a monadic life, w'as only pre- 
vented from following his inclination by the authority of his father.' ' In conformity, 
how’ever, to the wiflies of his family, he entered into matrimony ; and as tliat ftate pre- 
cluded him from being admitted into a convent, he was ordained a fecular pried. 

With his w'ife hepafled ten years; firft as a pariffi pried in fome country village, and 
afterwards at Molcow in the fame capacity ; but lofing three children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difguft for the world and his propenfity to folitude returned with redoubled 
violence; and, having pevfuaded liis wife to take the veil, he entered into the monadic 
order. He chofe for his own retreat a fmall iflagfid of the White-Sea, inhabited only by 
a few perfons, who formed a kind'of ecclefiaftical eftabliffnnent, as remarkable for the 
aufterity of the rules as for the folitudeiof the fituation : twelve monks occupied fepa- 
rate cells, equally diftant from eaph other | and from the church which flood in the 

• Schmid. Ruff. Gef. v. ii. p. 13. — Bufehing. Hift. Mag. v. viJ. p. 3^9. — Okaiiua. 
f From Prince Volkonllu. | Two verils, or a mile and a half. 
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«entre of the Uland. Thefe lonely anchorites alTembled regularly on Saturday evening 
in the church, where they aflifled in the performance of divine fervice during the whole 
night, and the next day until noon, and then retired to their refpe£tive habitations. This 
pra&ice was repeated on certain feftivals ; at other times each reclufe occupied his cell 
undillurbed by mutual intercourfe. Their food was bread, and fi(h which they caught 
themfelves, or procured from the contiguous continent. Such was the fituation to which 
Nicon retired, as congenial to the gloomy hate of his own mind } where, brooding in 
folitude upon the uncertainty of human life, he was unhappily led 'to confider the moh 
debating aufterities as acceptable to the Supreme Being, and contrafted that cloiftered 
pride, which gave an alloy to his virtues, and proved the greateft defedt in his charaAer, 
.when raifed to an exalted ftation. 

After a fliort refidence in this ifland, Nicon accompanied the chief of the ecclefiaftical 
ehablifhment to Mofeow, to raife a colledtion for building a sew church. He was 
fcarcely returned from this expedition, when, at the inftigation of the chief, whom he 
had offended during the journey, he was compelled by the other monks to retire from 
the illand. He embarked in an open boat, with only a fingle perfon, in a high fea : 
being overtaken by a violent ftorm, he was toffed about in continual danger of perilhing; 
but was at length driven upon an ifland near the mouth of the One^. 

From this ifland he repaired to a monaftery of the contiguous continent ; and was ad- 
mitted into the fodety ; but inftead of inhabiting an apartment in the convent, he con- 
ftrudted a feparate cell on an adjacent ifland ; where he lived upon the fifli which he 
caught with his own hands, and never vifited the monaft^y but during the time of di- 
vine fervice. In confequence of this reclufe and rigid way of life he was held in high 
efteem by the brethren, and on the death of the fuperior was unanimoufly raifed to the 
vacant dimity. He continued in this capadty three years, when, bring drawn by fome 
family affairs to Mofeow, be was cafually prefented to the Tzar Alexey Michaelovitch, 
who, captivated with his various talents ana extenfivelearoing, detained him at Mofeow, 
under his immediate proteftion. Within lefs than five years he was fucceflively created 
Archimandrite or Abbot of the Novofpatikoi convent, Archbifliop of Novogorod, and 
Patriarch of RulEa. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by a rare affemblage of ex- 
traordinary qualities, which even his enemies'allowed him to poffefs ; undaunted cou* 
rage, irreproachable morals, exalted charity, comprefaeafive learning, and commanding 
eloquence. 

While Arphbifliop of Novogorod, to which dignity he was raifed in 1649, ^ 

memorable inffance of flrmneis and diferetion. . During a tumult, the Imperial gover- 
nor, Prince Feodor Kilkof, took refuge in the archiepifcopal palace againff the fury of 
the infurgents, who, burffing open the gates, threatened inftant pillage if the governor 
was not delivered to them without delay, ^con, inftead of acceding to their demand, 
boldly advanced into the midft of them, and exhorted them to peace. The populace, 
inflamed to madnefs by the prelate’s appearance, transferred their rage from the gover- 
nor to him ; they affaulted him with ftsnes, dragged him by the hair, and offered every 
^l*«cies of violence and indignity to his perlbn. Bring conveyed to the palace in a ftate 
,i^*p^enfibility, he was recovered by immediate affiftance ; but, regardlefs of the immi- 
wa« eithefnger from which he had jult efcaped, he perfifted in his refolution, either to ap- 
Pttriarchi o» tumult, or periih in the attempt. With this deflgn, .as if devoting hirafelf to 
MlkanJ’obwIti^* confefled and received the facrament, and repaired to the town-houfe, 

inconfeqoenJJ'gents were affembled. He confounded them by bis prefence, foftened 
fora family n 4 me,_thcance by a firm, but pathetic addrels, and perfuading them to difperfe, 
ij; Bufcliing. Hill, b^ftantly reftored. Tins calm, however, was of no long duration : the 

6 . fedition. 
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fedition, allayed by the fpirit and eloquence of Nicon, was again fomented by the ring- 
leaders of the tumult, and broke into open rebellion; many of the inhabitants renounced 
their allegiance to the Tzar, and propofed to deliver the town into the hands of the 
King of Poland. The Prelate, however, undaunted by this change in their fentiments, 
continued his efforts to bring them back to their duty ; hisremonftrances and exhorta- 
tions gradually prevailed ; many flocked to his palace, defiring his interceifion with their 
enraged fovereign ; and though the remainder of the infurgents blocked up the avenues 
of the town, yet he Contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend information to the Tzar. 
Being armed, by a commiflion from Mofcow, with full powers, he, by a vigorous exer- 
tion of authority, but without the effiifion of blood, finally quelled the rebellion. To 
him was committed the trial of the rebels, and the difpofal of life and death ; an oiHcc 
which he executed with as much judgment as lenity. The leader of the fedition was 
alone punilhed with death ; ten of his moft mutinous adherents were knooted and ba- 
niflied, and a few were condemned to a Ihort imprifonment. Nicon nobly forgave the 
outrage committed againff his own perfon; and in chaflizing the public offence tempered 
the feverity of juffice with the feelings of humanity. 

He gained the refpedt of the inhabitants by the unwearied afllduity with which he 
performed the fun£Hons of his archiepifcopal office, and conciliated their affeflion by 
afrs of unbounded charity. He built and endowed alms>houfes for widows, old men, 
and orphans; was the great patron of the indigent, the zealous protestor of the lower 
clafs of men againff the oppreffions of the great, and during a dreadful ffunine, appro- 
priated the revenues of his fee to the general relief of the poor. 

Nicon was no lefs confpicuous in the vigilant difeharge of his patriarchal office, to 
which he was appointed in 1652, only in the thirty-ninth year of his age. He inffituted 
feminaries for the inftruflion of prieffs in the Greek and Latin languages, and enriched 
the patriarchal library with rare eccleffaffical and claffical manuferipts, drawn from a con- 
vent at Mount Athos. By a diligent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of 
th\. various editions of the Old and New Teffament, perceiving many errors in the 
printed copies of the Kble and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he prevailed upon the 
Tzar to fummon a general council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in which he pre- 
fided. By his arguments, authority, and influence, it was determined that the moff 
antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible, was exa£i:, and that the errors with which the 
latter copies abounded ffiould be correded. He infpe£led and fuperintended the print- 
ing of a new edition of the Sclavonian Bible, which was become extremely rare. He 
removed from the churches the pictures of dcceafed perfons, to whicK many of the 
Ruffians offered a blind adoration ; he abolilhed a few ceremonies which had been 
carried to a fuperffitious excefs : in a viord, his labours tended more to th6 refor- 
mation of the church, than the united efforts of all his predecelTors in the patriarchal 
chair. 

Nor was he folely diffinguilhed in his profeffional charafler ; but proved himfelf 
no lefs qualified in a civil capacity. Although his ffudies were hkherto confined to 
eccleliafticai fubjefls, and the reclufenefs of his former life feemed to impede the attain- 
ment of political knowledge ; yet he was no footipr called to a public ffation, than his 
abilities expanded in proportion as the objefls which they embraced became more nu- 
merous and important : his fagacity, lharpened by continual application, foon rendered 
him maffer of the moff Intricate affairs, taught him to diferiminate the moff oppofite 
interefts, and to adopt that decifive line of condud which marks the great and enlightened 
ffatefinan. Being confqlted by the Tzar on all occafions, be foon became the foul of 
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his councils *, and gained the afcendancy in the cabinet by the vaft fuperiority of his 
genius, ever fertile in expedients, and. zealous to recommend the moft fpirited meafures. 

Having thus attained the higheft fiunmit of human grandeur to which a fubjeft can 
arrive, he fell a victim to popular difcoutcnts, and to the cabals of a court. His fall, 
no lei’s fuddeii than his rife, may be traced from the following caufes ; The removal of 
the painted images from the churches difgutted a large party among the Ruffians, fuper- 
llitioufly addifted to the adoration of their ancellors ; the correction of the errors in 
the Liturgy and Bible, the abolition of fome ceremonies, and the admilfion of a few 
others, (introduced perhaps with too much hafte, and w'ithout due deference to the pre- 
judices of his countrymen,) occafioned a fcliifm in the church ; manyperfons averfe to 
ail innovations, and adhering to the old tenets and ceremonies, formed a confiderablu 
fed ulider the appellation of Old Believers^ and, rifing in feveral parts, created much 
dilturbance to the ftatc, circutnfiances naturally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. He 
excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent clergy by the appointment of Greek and 
l.atin ieminaries ; he raifed the envy and jealoufy of the prime-minifier and courtiers by 
his predominance in the cabinet, and by the haughtinel’s of his deportment, offended 
the Tzarina and her father, who w'ere implacable in their refentment. 

All thefe parties uniting in one great combination, Nicon hafiened his fall by a fu- 
percilinus demeanour, which occafionally bordered upon arrogance; by trufting folely 
for his fupport to the reditude of liis condud and the fiivour of hiS fovereign, and by 
difdaining to guard againfl what he cpnhdered as the petty intrigues of a court. 

The only circumftance which feemed wanting to complete his difgrace was thelofsof 
Alexey’s protedion ; and this was at length ,effeded by the gradual but fecret infinua- 
tions of the Tzarina and her partyj who finally availed' themfelves of an unl’uqcefsful 
war with Poland, of which tlie Patriarch is faid to have been the principal advifer. Ni- 
con, finding himielf excluded from the prefence of a fovereign accullomed to confult 
him on every' emergency, and difdaining to hold the higheft office in the kingdom, 
w'hen he had loff the confidence of his mailer, aftonifhed the public by a voluntary ab- 
dication of his patriarchal dignity. This meafure, cenfured by^any as haffy and im- 
prudent, and highly exprelfive of that pride which ftrongly marked his charader, mufl 
yet be ellepmcd manly and refolute, which even thofe who condemn cannot but admire. 
It may alfo admit of great palliation, if we confider that the popular odium was rifing 
againit him ; that a powerful party had fecrctly effeded his difgnufe, and that, as he 
forefaw his .fall, he preferred a voluntary abdication of his dignity to a forcible depo- 
lition ; chufing to relign with fpirit what he could not retain without meannefs f. 

This abdication took place on the lotb of July, O. S. 1658, and he quitted his exalted 
fiation with the fame greatnefs of foul with which he had afeended it. He was per- 
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the fundions of his office were performed 
by the Archbifliop of Novogorod. He chofe for the place of his refidence the convent 

* T]ie ini]ucnpe whjph Ntconi from the fupcrionty of his geniust obtained in the Tzar’s councilsi per* 
haps induced Voltaire, in bis erroneous account of this Patriarch, to declare, that be ** vouliit clever fa chairc 
au dtiTus du trdne ; non feulemeiit il ufurpait le droit de s’afTcotr daift le fenat a cAtc du czar, mais il 
preteudait, qu*on ne pouvait faire n! la guerr^^ni h paix fans fon confentement/’ &c Hilt, de Pierre le 
Grand, p. 74. From Voltaire, the compiler of the article of RuHiat in the Univerfal Hilitory^ has adopted 
this idle affertion, v. 38. p. 140. 

t This is the opinion of Mayerbiirg, who came to Mofeow fix years after Im abdication : after enumerat- 
ing the caufes of his full, he adds, Propter quae omnia omnibus exofus et ad exilium emmunibus voth expe- 
titus pairocinium nullum iiivenerit in fayore Alexii, cujus animum fenfim abaltenaverant jaflis in fongum 
odiis uxor et focer ill! ob privatas caufas infenii,” p. 87, 
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of Jerufalem, built and endowed by himfelf. On his arrival he le-aiTumed his reclufo 
way of life, and pra^fed the moil rigid mortifications. The hern itage he inhabited is 
thus deferibed by an author *, who viiited the fpot in the beginning of this century : 

A wmding ilair-cafe, fo narrow that one man could hardly pafs, leads to the little 
chapel of about a fathom in the fquare, in whic^ the Patriarch ufed to perform his foU- 
tary worihip. The room in which he lived was not much larger ; in it hung a broad 
iron plate, with a crofs of brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above twenty pounds, 
all which the faid Patriarch wore about his neck for twenty years together. His bed 
was a fquare flone two ells Ih length, and fcarcely one in breadth, over whicn was fpread 
nothing but a cover of rulhes. l^low in the houfe was a fmall chimney, in w'hich the 
Patriarch ufed to drefs his own vifkuals.*' 

Nicon, however, did not wafbe his whole time in the performance of ufelefs aufleri- 
tics ; but employed himfelf in compiling a regular feries of Ruffian annalifis from Nef- 
tor, the earlieil hiilorian of this country, to the rei^ of Alexey Michaelovitch. He 
purfued this plan with his accuftomed zeal. After comparing and collaring numerous 
manuferipts, he digefted the whole colle^dn in chrikiiolo^icat order into a work, which 
is called fometimes, from its author, the Chronical of Kicon, and fomerimes from the 
place where it was begun and depofited, the Chronicle of the Convent*Qf Jerufaiem. 
1 his compilation, the labour of twepty years, is Juflly efLeemed, by the bed Ruffian 
hidorians, a work of the greateil authority { and was confklered, by the venerable au- 
thor, of fuch importance to the hiflory of his country, that, in tlU true ffririt of enthu- 
fiafm, he begins the performance by anathenuulzing all thofe who fhould attempt to 
alter the minuted exprefiion. 

The innocent manner in which he pafled his time could not proted him from the per- 
fecutions of his enemies, who were apprefaenfive ritat whife he retained the name of 
Patriarch, he might be reindated in bis fonaer dignity. Repeated complaints were 
urged agdnd him ; every didurbance, occafioned by the <dd believers, was made a 
matter of ferious acculation ; not only his former epndu^ was arraigned, but new crimes 
were invented to render him frill more (d>noxlous. * Hd Was accufed of diirefpedfui ex> 
preffions relating to the iTzar, in a letter to the Patriarch of Condanrinople, of holding 
a treafonable correfpondente, and receiving brib^ from the King of Poland. 

The Tzar, continually befet by the Patiwch*a enemies, was prevriled on to proceed 
to the mod violent extremeties. He convene^, in iri66, a general council of the Greek 
and Ruffian cler;^ at Mofeow, who, after a diort deUbmtmd, fornUtUy^depofed Nicon 
from the patriar^liise, and banifhed him to a di^ani l^onveQt. The'piinctpal caufe 
afiigned for this depofirion was, that Nicob, having' by a volutttary wb^cation meanly 
deferted his flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal chair. ' This ftitUe allegation is a 
fufficient proof that the other criitt*^ were madionufly circular to prejudice the Tzar, 
and to influence the judges. In conftxrmity to Iris wtence, Nkon was degraded to the 
condition of a common mtn^ and imprifoned in the convent of Therapont, in the go- 
vernment df Bielozero. Hfls confinement was for fome rime extremely rigorous ; be- 
caufe, conflrious of !ri$ own intdgrfty, he pmrfifted in a denial of guilt, and refufed to ac- 
cept a pardon for crimes he had never committed. Upon the death of Akxfy, in idyd, 
Feodor, probably at riie inftigarion of his pritfsr minuler. Prince Galitadn, the patron 
and friend d genhis, permilted Nkon to remove to the convent oi St, CnU, where he 
enjoyed pesfea 


* Penir's State ot Raffia, vol. i. p. 140. 
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Nicon furvived his dej5ofition fifteen years. In )63i heobtaincd permiffion to return 
to the convent of .Terufaleni, that*he might end his days in that favourite fpot, but ex- 
pired upon the road near Yaroflaf, in the 66th year of |pis age. His remuins were tranf- 
ported to the convent of Jerufaleni, and buried with all the ceremonies which arc ufual 
at the interntent of Patriarchs *, 


Ch ap. Y.-^Ritffian Archives. -^Englijh Sta1e-papers»-^Cpmnienccment of the Connection 
between the Courts of London and Mofcow.~~^Correfpondence between Queen Elizabeth 
and the Tzar Ivan VaiflUevitch 11, — His Demand of the Lady Anne [iajiiny:;s in marriage, 
—^Account of that Hegotiation.-^Other Difpatches,~—Rife of the Title of Tzar.-~-Nego~ 
tiation betwen Refer the Great and the European Courts relative to the Title of Emperor. 
Univerjity. — Syllabus of the LeCures. Matthai*s Catalogtie of the Greek Manufcripis in 

the Library of the Holy Synod. — Hymn to Ceres attributed to Homer. 

MR. MULLER obligingly accompanied u$ to the place in the Khitaigorod, where the 
public archives are depofited ; it is a ftrotig brick building, containing feveral vaulted 
apartments wkh iron floors;. Thefe archives, confifting of numerous ffate-papers, were 
crowded into boxes, and thrown afide like common lumber; until the prefent Emprefs. 
ordered them to be revifed and arranged. In cdnforinity to this mandate, Mr. Muller 
has difpofed them in chronological order, and any Angle document may be infpefted 
with little trouble. They are enclofed in feparate cabinets with glafs doors : thofe rela- 
tive to Ruffia are claiTed according to the feveral provinces to which they relate ; and 
over each cabthet.is inferibed the name of the' province. In the fame manner the ma- 
nufenpts relative fpr^gn kingdoms are placed in feparate divilions under the refpedive 

titles of Poland, Sweden, England, Fraiice,-Germanyi &c. The papers which concerned 
my native cbuhtry^pimcipally engaged my attemioh. The earlielt correfpondence be- 
tween the fovfreigne c^iilngland !an<l tti the middle of the flxteenth 

century, £»on .mter the (pcovety of Archangel, and chiefly.rel^ the permiflion of 
trade grmtted exclufiydy to the EngKih company of merchants fetUed in Rulha. The 
firfi: record is apox^hafl^ter of Philip suid Mary to IvfUi Vaflilievitch II. acknowledg- 
ing the teceif^ of a difj^tch tranfmitted to England by his Ambaifador Ofef Niphea^ 
and returning thsmks tof the liberty of opening n. free trade throughout the Ruffian 
dominions. Iche <^arter of pdvileges'’granted by the Tzar to the Englifli merchants, 
together with |he numerous letters which he received from Elizabeth, are preferved in 
this colleen, and are moftly puhliihed in HackluyPs Yoyages : one, however, not 
found in tM work} is dated the .i8& of ^S7f>» m which Elizabeth, among other 
expreffions of friendihlp, oflersto Ivan Vaffilievitcb, if compelled by an infurreaion ta 
quit his country, an afylum iq England. . This was figned.t^ Elizabeth in the 

prefence of her fccret council ; amongft the I noidc#drtn<e names of Baepn, 

LeyceAer, and Cecil. 

Some biilbrians hsying afferted- that Ivan Vafliltevitch 11. oamed his perfonal refped 
for Queen of heo fuitovsf wlnlf Camd^ oh that 

* For the Hiftory of Nicon, I hs^re foUow^ l^vUcr in Nechdcht yon Noroiforo 4 in S. R. G, 
Tol. V. p; to 5^9. L’fivefqiie hfti alfsAraWfl from the fanie Tource 'a fpirited an^ cindul account^of 
this great FatrisKn, to which I acknowledge nyfelf indebted for a few refledtioni. Hill, de Rafli$, yol. iii. 

P 39 * *0394; alfo4t7 10430. 
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lie pmpofcd to niarry Lady Anne Haftings, daughtey of the Earl of Huntingdon; my 
curiofity led me to make inquiries into this tranfaflion. With rcfpccl to any treaty of 
marriage between tlie. Tzar and Elizabeth, the archives are filent v but furnifiied feme 
curious particulars in regard to the intendetJ efpoufai of Lady Anne Haftings. . 

The firfl: hint of this match was fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob, a pRyfician vriiom 
Elizabeth, at the Tzar’s requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacob, acquainted with the ficklenefs 
of Ivan in his amours, and his dcfire of contracting an alliance with a foreign princefs^ 
extolled the beauty, accomplilhments, and rank of Lady Anne Haftings, whom he re- 
prefented as niece of the Queen, and daughter of an independent Prince, and infpired 
tlie Tzar with a ftrong inclination to erpoufe her, although he had juft married his fifth 
wife Maria Feoderofna. The Tzar, fired by bis defcriptidn, difpatched Oregory Pir- 
fomfkoi, a Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftinftion, to England, to make a formal de- 
mand of the lady for his wife. By his inftrui^ons, he was ordered, after a conference 
with the Queen, to procure an interview with the lady,iObtaih her portrait, and inform 
himfcif of the rank and fituation of her family : he was then to reijueft that an Engfifh 
Ambaflador might return Svith him toMofoow, with full powers to adjuft the conditions 
of the marriage. If an objeftion fhoufd be faifed thst lyati was already married, he 
was direded to anfwer, that theTzar having' efpoufed a fubjedj tf^s.at li&xty to divorce 
her ; and if it was afked what provifioh fhould be made for the bbildreii by Lady Annd 
Haftings, he was inftruded to reply, that Feodor, tfie etdefi Prince, Was heir td the 
throne, but that her children fliould be sutoIv endowed. 

In confequence of thefe orders, Pirfemfkoi repaired to 1 . 6 ndon, had ah audience of 
Elizabeth, faw Lady Haftings, who had juft recovered from the fniaU.ppx, procured her 
portrait; and returned to Mofcow in acc6mpa.nied with aii Engli& Ambaflador, 
Sir Jerome Bowes. The iattc^, a perfoh of capridotis difpofitiqn, at his firft Interview 
greatly offended the Tzar, as well by his fi^pm of fpeecn, as Itecaufe be was not com- 
miffioned to give a final affent to the marriage^ but only to receive a more explicit offers 
and trSnfmit it to the Queen. The '¥zar, uhaccuftomed to brook delay, declared, 
that no obftacle fhould prevent him from marrying fQme kiiifWoinaftof Her Majel^’s ; 
that he fhould fehd again into England to have fome one of theqi to lyife y adding, that 
if Her Majefty would hot, upon hw next embaffy, fend him luch ait^one he defired^ 
himfelf would then hp into England, and cany ti^iifre with luin, and iharry one o 
them there.” Sir J^ome ^wes,- prbbibiy in conformity to his mftru£tion8, threw ob- 
flactes in the way of the,mar]riage ; . ihftetid of fpeaking favourabfy of Lady Haftbigs, he 
mentioned her perfon vrith indifference, and denied that ffie was anjfejeladOjQ to the 
Queen ; adding, with fpme inarks of <mnfejmpt, that hismifirefs had many fach nieces. 
By thefe means the afiair ws^ fufpended ; and the negotiation ^ally terminated by the 
death of the Tzar in the bem^ing of tb^ jbltoadng year. 

It appears from thefe archive;, that the cortefpondehce between the Ruffian and Eng- 
fifh fovereigns, which began with Ivan; did not ceafe upon InS demlfe. The amity, in- 
deed, between the two courts w;s fo firmly eftablifiied, that Charles t. fent a coips of 
troops, under Colonel Sanderfon, to tfie affiftknGe of htichael Febdorovitch, againfl 
Laudiflaus King of Poland f and Alexey Michaelovhch pccafionaliy furnifhed Charles^ 
in the peripd pf his greateft diftrels, with money<«nd corn. The laft letter from pur 
unfortunate Sovereign to Alexby is dated Ifle of Wight, June i, 1648, and wiittun • 
during his confinement in Carifbrook Caftle. I obferved one from Charles U. to the 
Tzar, announcing tfie execution of his father : it Is dated September the 1649, 
and was brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper. 
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During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alexey maintained a conftant correfpondence 
with the exiled Charles. He was accuftpmed to declare, that all monarchs ought to 
efteem the caufe of Charles I. as their own, and ihould not, by countenancing an 
ufurper, encourage fubjeds to i:ebel againft fheir King. In conformity to thefe fenti* 
meats he refqfed, for iome time*, to hold any intmourfe with the Protestor ; and 
thefe archives contain no letters between Cromwell and the Tzar. 

The 'reftoration of Charles II. renewed the harmony between the two courts ; and 
as from this interval the difpatches reedved from England were fo numerous as to, re- 
quire feveral days to examine them with attention, I was compelled to retire without 
fatisfying my curiofity. Thefe papers, .containing a complete hidorical feries of the 
alliances, connexion, correfpondence, and commerce, between RuiTia and England, 
would iorm an interefting publication, if printed in chronological order, and interfperfed 
with hidorical obfervations. 

I had f^arcely time to glance over the numerous ftate>paper8 which relate to the other 
European powers ; but the keeper of the archives did not omit pointing out to me one 
document of great importance in the hidory of Rudia : I allude tb the famous letter, 
written in the German tongue t» from Maximilian I., Emperor of Germany, to«V adili 
Ivanovitch, confirming a treaty of alliance againd Sinfmond, King of Poland. This 
difpatch, dated Augud the 4th, 1514, and ratified vmh^he feal of the golden bull, is 
remarkable, becaufe Maximilian addrefles Vafiili by calling him Ka^er und Herrfcher 
aller kufien; Emperor and Ruler of all the Rufilas. Tlw deed, ducovered by Baron 
Shavirof in the archives in the beginning of thb century, mrd fuggeded to Peter the idea 
of afiuming the title of Emperor. The clrim gave rife to various negociations, and oc- 
cafioned a curious controverfy among the learned, concerning the rife and progrefs of 
the titles by which the monarchs of thw country have been didinguilhed. The early 
foveragns of Ruiia were called Great Dukes t and Vafiili Ivanovitch i was probably the 
fird who dyled himfelf Tzar, an ezpreifion wMch, in the l^clavpaian language, fignifies 
King } his fuccefibrs continued to bear within their own dominions that title as the mod 
-honourable appellatioo, until Peter the Great fird took that of'PsW/rtv/, or Emperor. 
It is neverthelefs as certain, that the foreign courts §, in their intercourfe with that of 
Mofeow, dyled the foveragn ihdifcriminately Great Duke, Tzar, and Emperor ||. 
With refpe^'to England, in Chancellor’s Account of Rulfia, Ivan Vafiilievltch II. was 
called Lord and Emperor of all Rulfia ; ,and in the EnglUh difpatches, from the reign 
of Elizabeth to that of Anne, the foverrign was generaHy addreffed under the fame ap- 
pellation. \ire may at the fame titee remark, that when the European powers dyled 
the Tzar Emperor' of Mufeovy, they by no means intended to give him a title funilar 

A 

* I fayyer fim ^imeo for although, if I'lrigbtly reawmew, thefe Mthivei contain no ^(patchea betvMen 
the Tzar and CromweU, yet it ii ceHain, that afierwarda Alesiy nralntained a eorrefpondence with the 
Prote&or, and had once eomfeoied to receive hit aatballlidora at Mofeow. See ^e onapter on the Rife 
and Progrefi of the.EnglHh trado to RuIBb. 

f The reader will find a copy of the orminal German fn Weber'a Verandertca Rnfdand, vd. i. p. jjj ; 
and a faithfitl ti^nOationr in Perry’a Statd m Raffia, p. *58. ^ 

% The appellation of Taar wiyL not taken, aa fome aothon Ihppolb, ftijm tha Tpnan, when Ivan con- 
quered Cafan; for the Priaee of Cafim was called Khan. 

§ Thii is afliwied upon the pofitm tefiiaony of BetherAein 1 and fait anthorlty n onqueftionable, be- 
canfe, at he was twice ambafiaw to Mofeow, the firfitime to Vaffili Ivanovitch, and aiterwardi to Ivan 
'Vaffilievitch II:, he mull have been acquainted with the titka home by thefe two ibvereignt. Other authon 
fuppofe, that hia fbn Ivan was the firft who a (Tamad the thin of Tear. * 

H According to Mayerhei^, the tide of Alcxily Miehaalovitdi, prefixed 'to hit code of lawa, waa ** Tsar, 
et Magnus Dux totius Rufike Autocrator.” Iter in Mof. p. 1 13. 


to 
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to that which was peculiar to the Emperor of Germany ; but beftowed upon him that 
appellation as upon -an Aiiatic fovereign, in tt>e fame Inanner as we now fay the Em- 
perors of China and Japan. When Peter, therefore, 'determined to aflume the title of 
Emperor, he found no difficulty in proving, that it was conferred upon his predecef- 
fors by molt of the European powers ; yet, when he was defiroua of affixing to the 
term the European fenfe, it was confidered as an innovation, and was produ^ve of 
more negqpiations than would have been requifite for the termination of the molt im- 
portant ftate afiair. ^fter many delays and obje£tionsj the principal courts of Europe 
confented, about the year 17a a, to addrefs the fovereign of Ruffia with the title of 
Emperor, without prejudice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads of Europe *. 

The 

» 

^ Many authors have erroneoufly advanced^ that the Engliih ambaflador^^Lord Whitworthi foon after 
the battle of Pultava, K^^ve, by otder of Quecb Anne, the title of Emperorr in its EurcpHtn ftnfe^ to Peter 
the Great. But the following extradts fiom a difpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir Lake Schaub« the Eng- 
lifli minifter at Paris, which fell under my obfervation fincc I fiitiihed the account in the text, will fully 
contradi£l thefe aATertions, and are here inferted, becaufe' they will help to throw further light upon this 
fubjedt. The United Provinces and the King of Pruffia had, in I7il> acknoVrkteed Peter's right to the 
title of Emperor ; but the courts of London and Paris withheld their c^feiit During tht negociation, 
feveral difpatches pafltd between Lord Carteret, fecretary of ftate, Cardinal Dubois, and Sir Lttl^e Schaub, 
EiigHih inlniftcrB at Paris. *• . ’ ^ 

Le Cardinal,^’ writes Lord Carteret, in one of his difpatche# to Sir Ltib<^, dated Jan. r7ttL7, «« croit 
qu’on pourroit accorder le litre de PEn^reur an Tzar, de tnaoiere one les conronaes n^cn fuflent point 
prejudici^s." 

Le Roy [George t.] a trouve la rjgponfe trb fage, que le Cardinal a feite aux miniftres du Czar 
touchant la deinande du xxtrt iP fmpireur; Nous agirons de concert, avec fon eminence dans cette affaire. 
£t pour luy donuer les eclairciffements qn’elle fouhaitt, toucfaant ce qui s^eft paffS entre la Grande Bre- 
tagne ft le Czar a Pegard du litre, je vous envoye un extrait, qui a dtd tirS des regiftrei d^ nos archives^ 
pour luy ^tre communfqq6. Les miniftres Mofoovites ne font nullemept fondez en ce qli*Ih alleguent que 
ce litre a etc accorde au Czar comma tine partie de la fatisfaAion dans raffaite de MatueoL II eff con- 
ftant que I’oii ne fit alor$ aucun changement a cette oceafion Ik. ^ 

£n examinant le ftile, dont Its Roys de la Grande Breta^gne fe fotft fmis, ea ecrivant ana Czars de 
Mofeovie, on eft remonte jitfqu’au tema de U'^Reine Elizabeth* On trduve qu’oa leora toftjhiirs ecrit ea 
ilinglois, et que cette Princeffe, 

An. 1559 Se fervoit du ftSe d’£m/wvar et de liighnrfu 

i6i6. Le Roy Jacques I. de celuy ifEmj^eur tide lAaftfif. 

1633. Le Roy Charles I. ' 

1666. Le Roy Charles IL 

2687. Jacquev II. et GuillauiM 111 . de celuy et 

1707. La Reine Anne s'eft ferviedu ftile d’JEaiprroar Imperial jurqo’ns I707, et alora 

on cotnmen9a k icerrre Cmmaader, Ac. et Caarie Majefig 
lyoS. En 1708, le 19 JuHkt et le 29 Septembre, Commanfler et Imperial Vajejlps et le ^ Novembre 
de la m^me annie Emperm et Imperiql £n 1709, ^710, 1711, Bmpirmar et Imperial 

Majejy. 

En i7iai 1713, 171411 Empj^r untdt Pun, taatdt 
Paiitre, et fouyent Cza^ eii Imperiai .^ny'nne mi^mc lettre* 

En i7'J4i le ay Septembfe, le ftfk djsla Pavenement du Roy k la Couw 

ronne, eft, Enmermut et Temr el dans jdafieurs auttvs letltesdeppis ce temps la Csuirifi^ 

on Inperiat ct quclqueion Tour fimpleaseot. 

Voicy le*titrc entier. 

To the moft Hfgh, inpft Potent, and mofli lUnftrtons, our moft dear Brother; the great Lord Czar, and 
Great-Duke, Peter Akxriewitz, of all iba Greater, Leficr, and White Ruffia, Sel& Upholder of Mufeo*' 
Tia, KioVfa, Ulodomiria, Noeogardia, Czar of Ctzan, Czar of Aftrachan, Czar of Siberia, Lord of Hezoe, 
and Great-Duke of Smolenfito, Toeria, Ugpria, Permia, Vhtkya, Bolgaria, and others. Lord mid Great- 
Dukoof Novogardia, und of the Lower Countries of Czernegorikv, Refanlky, Roftovtlky^ Yeroilave, Be- 
loorzeriky, Uoorikyj Obdotiki, Condinffiit and JSnpmrowr ofall loe Northern Cqafts, Liord of the X^nda 
' of 
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I’he archives contain-alfo thirteen volumes of letters, journals, notes, 'and otlief* ma* 
nufcripts, of Peter the Great, vtfritten wjth his owm hand ; thefe papers fufficiemly (how 
the indefatigable pains with which that great .Monarch noted dottm the minutelt -circum- 
ftances, that might prove ufeful in his extenfive plans for the civilhsation and aggran- 
dizement of his country, Muller has lately given to the public feVeral letters and other 
pieces of this kind, which throw a confiderable light upon the traiifaftioris of Peter’s 
reign, and afford ftriking inftances of his perfevering genius. ' 

From the archives we repaired to the univerfity, alfo fituated iiy the Khitaigorod : it 
■was founded at the inllahce of Count Shuvalof, by the Euiprefs Elizabeth, for fax 
hundred ftudents, who are cloathed, boarded, and inftrufted at the expence of the 
crown. We were received, with great civility, by the diredor of the univerfity and 
profeffors, who conduced us firft to their printing-olHce. One of the preffes being at 
work, feverai Iheets werp (truck off afid prefented to us asfpecimens.of the Ruflian ty- 
pography ; bn examining them, we (bund a complimentary addrefs to ourfelves in the 
Englim and Ruflian languages. 

. We next proceeded to the univerfity library, which contains a fniall colledion of 
books, and a moderate apparatus of experimental philofophy^ On taking leave of the 
direftor, he obligingly prefented me with a Grammar of the Tartar language, which is 
taught in this ibciety, a Syllabus of a year’s ledu'res, and a catalogue of the Greek ma- 
nufcrlpts in the library qi the Holy Synod. An extrad from the Syllabus * will dif- 
play to the rnder the general ftuefies, and the principal books ufed in this univerfity for 
the inftrudibn of the (ludents. 

1. A Courfe of leftures on the Hiftory of the Ruffian Law', on !Nettelbadianus, ‘ 5 ^ 
iema wwuerja 'Jurifprudeniiat and on the Jus Cambiale ; eight hours a week. 2. On 
Cicero’s Olations againft Catiline, the fixth book of Vii^il's ASneid, plays of Plautus 
and Terence, infthi^bhs on the manner of writing Latiii an^ Ruflian verfesjfrom the 
examples of HoxRce and Eomonoibf; an expofitimi of the panegyrical orations of Lo* 
monofof, together with tranfladons and exercifes in Latin and Ruflian profe; eight 
hours a weeL . 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and optics, from 'Wf^Xet^sMatbema- 


Iveriicy, Cariiitniky, and Gruzenlky, Czar of the bad* of Caberdinlky, Czerealky, and Duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other dominions and countries, Daft, Weft, and North, from Father, and from 
-Grandfather, Heir, Lord, ind Conqueror. 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the Cardinal Duboia, writes ; Le Rol eoneoura fans difficult^ aveefa Ma- 
Jeft^ tres Chretlenne a faire ce que V. Eminence jugcra convenable, par rapport au Uouveau litre que Ic 
Czar demande, et un parfait concert a faire efperer a ce Prince one telle coiaplaifance pour fervir a le gagner, 
et a nous bire tirer fruits de Ton ambition. Jam 30; lyzi-s* 

And in « difpatoh to Sir Luke Schanb, he thus Mgre&a himfelf i' lot eofttdunie icy a tofijours etc 
d’ecrire aux Czars de Mofeovie fur du yelin enlumiiie peint ct dord, comme on fait aux Empercurs de Ma- 
roc et Fez, et a plofieurs autrea Princes non-Europeens lefquels felon cette qoUtume feroient ^galement fon- 
dez d'inliltcr furle litre d’Empercur.' On n’a. jamais Voulu changer I’qbgis etabty, qtioique {cs .Mofcovites 
I’ayent fort folicit^ durant I’ambailade de iby Lord Whitworth a Mofepnr. Ce minillre Pexcufa toftjours 
d’en faire lapropofition. Illeur dit, qu’il leur donneroit le litre* 'fans di^eultd, tel qu*;1 le trottfoit etabli ; 
mais qu’il nc leur ctmfeiUoit pas de remuer cette matiere, ni diViiclBtrdir foi^tufemeitt (hr quel pied 
on leur donnoitcc litre. Les Mofeovites erhrent fon avis bqn pour lors. ’(^aua my Lord WMtworth et 
Mr. I’Amiral Norris fhrent chargez d’une conuniflion auprez du^Czar a AmUerdam, ils n*efirent que des 
lettre’s de cachet, dont le ftileetoit Fe/rv Mtg^% les misillits Ruffienten fircnt.d’abordquelqae fcrupule, 
mais n’y infifterent pas. ^ 

Thefe extiuds are drawn froni Sir Lake Schanb's State Papers, in the tore and anijde colledion of 
the Earl of Hardwicke, a nobleman as diftinguilhed for the extent, as tlM liberal cornmnnleation of his 
knowledge. ■ 

* it is entitled, ** Catalogus pradeftionun publkannB in Uaiveriitate Cssrarc^ Mofquiedlt bibendattrih.*’ 

- tka 
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lira Inftim'mes \ and experimental philofophy from Kruger’s Compendium.' 4. On 
fmcient and modern Iiiliory. 5. Introduftion to the knowledge of moral philofophy, 
from Bielfield’s Inflitutes^ 6. On clinic medifcme, or the remedies ufed by ancient 
and modern' pbylicians, from Vogel’s Compendium. 7, On the pandefts, from the 
('ompendium of Heiiieccius, and a comparifon between the Roman and Ruffian law j 
eight hours a week. Profeflbr Defaitflcy, who reads this leQure, teaches alfo the Eng- 
liih language froni a Grammar com'pilfed by bimfelf; four hours a week. 8. Logic 
and metaphyfics from Baumeifter’s logic, eight hours; and four geometry and trigo- 
nometry, from "Weidler. 9. On ph'yfic under the foibwing heads ; pathology, diete- 
tics, and therapeutics, from Ludwig’s Compendium. 10. On^.botany, after the fyftem 
of Linnaeus, ii. Anatomy from Ludtjsg, 12. On the etymology, /yntax, and 
ftyle of the French tongue; eight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, and ftyle of the 
German. ^ . 

Bcfide the univerfity, there are two gymnafia, or feminaries, for the education of 
youth, endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are taught divinity, claffica, phibfophy, 
the Greek, Latin, RuiSan, German, Frenchj Italian, rand Tartar languages ; hiftory, 
geography, mathematics, algebra, architefl;ure; fortification, artillery, . drawing and' 
painting, mufic, fencing, dancing, reading, and writing, 'Thefe are twenty-three pro- 
ft flbrs; amongft thefe, the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity 
two hours in the week. Mr. Matthaei, profeflbr and redor bf both feminari^, ex- 
plains fome of Cicero’s Orations and feleft Epiftles, Libanius'S Letters, Ernefti’s ora-- 
torical feflfays, Xenophon* s Anahqfis.^ teaches " the Roman antiquifies from Barman’s 
Compendium, and continues his ufual Latin ek^cifes upon oratory. Mn SinkovficI, 
every morning from feven to nine, treats of the principles of rhetoric, narficiilarly con- 
cerning the Periodologhy both gs to theory and pradiice, from Burgiush Efementa Ora- 
toria\ explains Csefar’s Commentaries, .and Judin f ^^plpys his fcholars in Latin ancl 
Ruffian tranflations, and in the etymotegy and fyntax of the Qreek longue; reads Plu- 
tarch wfin Uruxur ; and, from nine to twelve, on Mondays, Wednerdays,^^^ 
days, Ovid’s Metamprphofis, and cofine^ mythology with ancient biupiy iand geo- 
graphy. Mr. Tfherbotaref, extraofdhury j^ofefibr oLlogic and morality, and under- 
librarian to the umverrity, four hours, in the week, cpauaients upwi HeineceU elenienta 
philofophia rationalU et moriiUs^ as well in the Qrigmal jLatiny as in the Ruffian* tranfla- 
tipn,.for the benefit of thofe who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue. Mr. Ur- 
banffii gives ihdrudlions in rhetoric fixun tbe Cofl^ndium of Burgius, both in theeny 
and pradice. Mr. ^Qlherfltof explri^S.^^9^* to a young Prkteef. 

The account pf the Greek mam^crij^S ^^^ of the Ktoly Synods at Mofeow, 

prefented- to me by the rdfrod^m*,^ mant^criptorum 

Gramruni Biblitii^carwtt . ^aecth 

Ruffic^e^ cum variit anejed^isy in(Hc^ E^dit CbryBams 

Fredericus 'Mattbaeiy Gyma^pruni M ifpis Uni- 

verjitaiisy Anno 1776,” folb. 1 Tne afithof is Chri^n Frederic Matthaei, a learned 
German, who was educated at Leipf]c.undmr, the ce|ri^ated Ernefti, ^4 hnd already' 
difplayed his e^4h>4h: hy feyanfexc^^^^ ojf the Bring drawn to 

MofeoW .by the h^ritlhy .the this univerfity. 

Soon after his arrival, he turned hn attention to tnril|ate of Greek Utri'ature, and ex- 

* lis pnecipiie, fua ftiidia academlca hii uaiveriltBlc lilteriua profrqut 

poflunt.' • 

t The King of Sweden when Prince Roy al. 

plored 
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plored the curious colleftion of Greek manufcripts in the library of the Holy Svnod, 
the greater part of wtuch had,* at the fuggeftion of the Patriarch Nicon, been colleded 
by the monk Arfenius from the monaftery of Mount Athbs. 

As a catalogue of thefe manufcripts, publilhcd by Athanafius Schida, at the command 
of Peter the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Mattbsei * was encouraged by Prince 
Potemkin,, the great patron of antient literature, who defrayed the expence of the pub- 
Kcatitm, to undertake this work upon a more extcnfive plan. Accordingly, in 1 776, the 
learned editor gave to the public the firlt part, in which he has laid down an accurate 
and circumftat lial detail of fifty^one manufcripts, accompanied whb judicious remarks 
and critical 11 tjtiirics. He defcribes the materials upon which each manufcript is writ- 
ten $ fpecihea the age, contents, and author, the number nf pages, and the firfl and lafl 
words : he points out alfo the different proprietors. Jhe author propofes to continue 
the publication at different intervals, until he has’finifhed the account. But as it would 
require many years thus tinnutely to deferibe all the tnannfcripts, which amount to five 
hundred and two; the learned author has, in the mean while, iavobred the public with 
a complete cataloguerin a lefs chwumffantial manner f. To this index is prefixed a 
fatisfa^ory and comprehenfiye introdu^Kon ; in Which, alter informing us that he com- 
piled it for the ufe of Prince Y u&po^ an enthufiaft in Greek literature, he gives a brief 
account of the principal manuferipta. He enumeratea fevelul of the Septoagmt, and one 
in particular of the Books of Shijgsi which iaof the ninth century, and contains, in fome 
places, many various readings, materially differing from the printed editions. ' He men- ' 
tions alfo fovend of the New Teffament ; fome acrompanled with antient commentaries, 
which have never been pubiifhed, and which the ingenious author has tranferibed, col- 
lated, and p|;epared for the preft. - The moft antient of thefe was written at different 
poiods ; tne ffrff piayt fo eariy ae the*foven^ or eighth century, and the remainder in 
the^welfth OP tbiitl^th. Tme c^eftion Ke adds, though chiedy confined to theolo- 
gical fuhjeds, is by no means hi the dbfixes 1 »«n»ai|g which be nodees Homer, 

jSfcbylqii, Si^hocUs, Demof^ieoes, .dBfidlfoes, Hefiod, Paufanius, Phitardi, and a mof); 
beaqt^ Stmboi, which he has collated forthuriew edhfonof that author, preparing for 
the CburiDdon ^pre$ by Mr. of Oxford , 

in this Hbtwiy of the Holy Syn^ Matthaei dffooyered an andetit hymn tb Ceres in a 
manufcript of Homer, written ubout rim condulion of thu fourteenth century, but which 
he fuppbfoe a bnnfoript £rom an nneient and valuable copy; 4lhw manufcript, befide a 
fragnumt of tbb^d^ contained the fixtem hynma ufiudly attributed to Homer, in the 
fame ordyr as tht^ Wre genmaUy printed. At the end of rite fixteenth he found twelve 
verfes of a hymn tb Baodnis, and a hymn to Cerei, which, excepting the lafl; part, was 
entire. Matthmi, wdl acquidnted' vrith the delays which wouM attend the publication 
xk Mpfoow, font a copyof the fa]^ to th«.eblebrateif Unnkenins, of the urdverfity of 
Leyden, who gave it totbe public in lyfio ; and twenty Enea betee[ omitted by miftake, 
he put forth a fecund editiott in rile fouowing ye^r 

* Hwiw'lMiefliiwenwddieedHIoMmMiliedbTl^ lowIriM, «. <^4. 

t *' XttdoiOWfositt aneaferiptoniiiiX^eonim ha^Usthconm Mtrswe&umfoiiAwiwe Snodi eccle- 
lise firdiodaeae. OtVetwhadfoae; edwhChiiiaiMrasBrt^^ Ptttopdi^ tvpis Andemiae 

SciendanuB, >780^*' *' ’ 

^ It Ww • coQflderaUe di&wotqtinent t» ae, tint Mr. Msttlun was ahfiait from Mafepw during my 
coatinuance in that city, as I (hoald hkre derived great iiifonBiti»ii,ham hu aaquawtaMe. 1 hart likewile 
tofcetet, that, on account of his Icotdd not ohtala a tight cdthciifaaaiiaiiBt^s. 

f Homer! Hytanus in Cewrew nunc; primiim editus a iSivide ffunkcDM. 


The 
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical difquifitiqn, in which he afiTerts that the 
hymn is undoubtedly of ^reat antiquity, and vTitten, if not by Horner himfelf, yet cer- 
tainly by a very diligent imitator or his ftyle and phrafeology. Though the ftyle and 
plan of this hymn appears to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) inferior to Homer, 
and in fome places ubworthy of him ; yet this argument, depending on the talle and 
feelings of the reader, will not operate on all with equal force ; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other produftions of the divine poet, be inclined to grant the 
conclufion, that it is* not his work,; becaufe Homer might in one particular compofition 
fall below his ufual fiandard of excellence. A ftronger proof againft its originality niay 
be drawn from the words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in this poem, which are 
either of a later date than the age of Homer, or not found in his unfufpeded works. 
Some of thefe are enumerated by the editor *. 


Chap. Vl.-^Retail Trade in the Khitaigprod,— -Market for the Sale of Houfet •'-^Excel- 
lence of the Police in C^es of Riot or Ftre '.-r-Chefs common in Ruffta.-^ Account of the 
Foundling. Hofpital. — fixeurjion to the Monafiery of the Holy Trinity. — Delays of the 
Poft. — Defeription of the Monafiery.'— Tomb and Hiftory of Maria Titular Queen of 
Livonia.-^Tomb and Charailer of Boris Godunof. 


MOSCOW is the centre of the inland commerce of Rufija, and conneds the trade 
between Europe and Siberia. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by the Mofieva, which falling into the 
Occa near Colomna, communicates by means of that river with the Volga f. But as 
the Mofkva is only navigable in the fpring, on the melting of the fnow, the principal 
merchandize is conveyed on fledges in wrnter. 

Almoft the whole retail commerce of the city is carried on in the Khifaigorod, where, 
according to a cuflom common in Ruflia, as well as in mod kingdoms of the Ea(t, the 
{hops and warehoufes are collefled in one fpot. ’JThe place is like a kind of fair, con- 
fiding of many rows of low brick buildings ; the interval between them refembling 
alleys. Thefe (hops or booths occupy a confiderable fpace, and do not, as with us^ 
make part of the houfes inhabited by the tradefm^, but are ufually detached from their 
dwellings, which are modly at (ome didknee in another quarter of the town. The 
tradefman comes to his ihop in the morning, and retynts.to his famifyin tjite afternoon. 
Every trade has its feparate department ; and they who fell the fame ^ods have booths 
adjoining to each other. Furs and fkins form the mOd confiderable article of com- 
merce in Mofeow, and the (hops vending thofe commodities oceupy feveral dreets |. 

Among the curiofities of Mpfepw, I mud not omit the market for the fale of houfes: 
It is held in a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, and exhibits ready-made houfes, 
drewed on the ground. The purchafer who wants a dwelling, repairs to this fpot, men- 
tions the number of 'rooms he requires, examines the diflereht timbprs, which are regu- 
larly numbered, an4 bargajps for t^t which fuits his purpofe. 'The houfeis fometimespaid 


* The claflicat reader, who is delirous of farther infohifhtton relative to the aenuioenefs of this atitient 
poem, it referred to the taft edition of the hymn bf Ruiikenius, 'and to the prerac&of Mr. Hole's Tranf- 
lation. . . , 

f For the communieetioo of the Volga With the Baltic, fee the chapter oil the Inland Navigation of 
Ruflia. ^ . 

X According to Storfeh, the number of {hops and warehoufes in Mofeaw amount to £x thoufand, of 
which the Khitaigorod eondiint four thoufand and feventy five. 
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for on the fpot, and removed by the purchafer; or the vender contrafls to tranfport and 
eretl; it upon the place where it'is defigned to Hand. It may feein incredible, that a 
dwelling may be thus bought, removed, railed, and inhabited, within the Ipace of a 
week} but it will appear eafily pradicable by confidering that thel’e ready-made boufes 
are in •general merely colleftions of trunks of trees, tenanted and mortailed at each 
extremity, fo that tioihing more is required than the labour of tranfporting and adjuft- 
ing them. 

•But this lummary mode of building is not always peculiar to thp meaner hovels ; as 
wooden Urudures of large dimenlions and handfome appearance are occafionally formed 
in Ruflia, w'ith an expedition almofl; inconceivable to the inhabitants of other countries. 
A remarkable indance of this difpatch was difplayed during the lad vifitof the Emprefs 
to Mofeow. Her Majedy propofed to refide in the manfion of Prince Galitzin, which 
is edeemed the completed edifice in this city } but as it was not fufliciently fpacious for 
her reception, a temporary addition of wood, larger than the original houfe, and con- 
taining a magnificent fuit of apartments, was finilhed within the fpace of fix weeks. 
This meteor-like fabric was fo handfome and commodious, that the materials were 
afterwards taken down and re-condru£fed upon an eminence near the city, as an im- 
perial villa. 

In Mofeow I obferved an admirable police for preventing riots, or dopplng the con- 
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are very frequent in thofe parts where the houfes 
are modly of wood, and the dreets laid with timber. At the entrance of each drect is 
a chevaux dc-frize gate, one end turning upon a pivot, and the other rolling upon a 
wheel } near it is a centry-box, in which a man is occafionally dationed. . In times of 
riot or fire the centinel (huts the gate, and all paiTage is immediately Hopped. 

Chefs is fo common in RuHia, that during our continuance at Mofeow, I fcarccly 
entered into any company where parties were not engaged in that diverfion } and, in 
pafiing the dreets, 1 frequently obferved the tradesmen and common people playing be- 
fore the doors of their Ihops or houfes. The Rulfians are edeemed great proficients in 
chefs. With them the Queen has, in addition to the other moves, that of the Knight, 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, but w'hich renders it more complicated, 
and of courfe more intereding. The Ruffians play alfo at chefs with four perfons at 
the fame time, two againd two ; for which purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con- 
tains more men, and is provided with a greater number of fquares. I was informed,- 
that this mode is difficult but more agreeable, than the common manner. 

Among the public inditutions, the hiod remarkable is the Foundling Hofpital, cn^ 
dowed by the Emprefs in 1764, and fupported by voluntary contributions, legacies, and 
other charitable gifts To encourage donations, ,Her Majedy grants tO’ all benefac- 
tors fome valuable privileges, and a certain ddgree of rank in proportion to the extent 
of their liberality. The hofpital, fituated in an airy part'of the town on a gentle afeent 
near the river Molkva, is a large quadrangular building, part of whiefi only was finilhed : 
it contained three thoufand foundlings^ and when the whole is- completed, will receive 
eight thoufand. * 

The children are received at the porter’s lodge, and aditiitted vwthout recommend- 
ation. The rooms are lofty and large ; the dormitories, which are feparate from the 
work rooms, are airy, and the beds not crowded : each foundling, evra each- infant, haE 
a feparate bed } the beddeads are of iron } the iheets are changed once, and the linen 

* Bffides thefe occafional fupplkt, the inftitution is Tupported by a lottery, tax upon public entertain, 
menta, and canlt, which arc lllSinped by the Foundlings’ Hofpitai. Richer Slu'aae voii Muika. 

13 , three 
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three times a week. I was particulariy ^ruck with tjie neatnefs of the rooms ; even 
the nurferies were uncommonly clean, and without unwholefome fmells. No cradles 
are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. .The infants are not fwaddled according to the 
cuftom of the country, but loofely drelTed. • . 

The Diredtor obligingly favoured us with his company, and (hewed us the foundlings 
at their refpeftive works. On his appearance the children crowded round him ; fome 
took hold of his arm ; fome held by his coat ; others kiiled his hand, and all expreffed 
the higheft fatisfadion. Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard were convincing 
proofs of his mildnefs and good-nature ; for children, when ill ufed, naturally crouch 
before thofe who have the management of them. I could be no judge whether the 
children were well inftrufted, and the regulations well obferved ; but I was psrfedlly 
convinced, from their behaviour, that they were in general happy and contented, and 
perceived from their looks that they were remarkably healthy ; a circumftance owing’ 
to the uncommon care which is paid to cleanlinefs both in their perfons and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided intjo feparate clafTes according to their refp 'ftive agw. 
The children remain in the nurfery two’ years, at the end of which term they are admit- 
ted into the lowed: clafs; jhe boys and girls continue together until they are feven 
years of age, at which period they are feparatcd. Both fexes areinftrufted in reading, 
writing, and cafting accounts. The boys are taught to knit, card hemp, flax, and wool, 
and to work in the different manufactories. The prls learn to knit, net, and perfonn 
all kinds of needle-work ; they fpin and weave lace, and are employed in cookery, 
baking, and houfe-work. 

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter into the firft clafs, and have the liberty of 
chufing any particular branch of trade } for which pujpofe different fpecies of manu- 
factures are eftablifhed in the hofpitai ; the principal are embroidery, filk (lockings, 
ribbands, lace, gloves, buttons, and cabinet-work. A feparate room is appropriated to 
each trade. Some are inffru^ed in the French and German Janguages and a few of 
the boys in tne Latin tongue; others learn mufic, drawing, and dancing. About the 
age of twenty, the foundlings receive a fum of money, and feveral other advantages, 
which enable them to follow their trade in any part of the empire : a confiderable pri- 
vilege in Ruflia, where the peafantslare flaves, and cannot leave their village without the 
permiflion of their mafter. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpitai, I faw the foundlings at dinner: the girls 
and boys dine feparately. The dining rooms, which are upon the ground-floor, are 
large and vaulted, and feparatcd from their work rooms. The firft daft fit at table, 
the red (land ; the little children are attended by fervants ; but thofe of the fird and 
fecond clafs alternately wait upon each other. The dinner confided of beef and mut- 
ton boiled in broth, with rice ; I taded both, which, were remarkably good : the bread 
was very fweet, and baked in the houfe, chiefly by the foundlings. Each foundling has 
a napkin, pewter plate, knife, fork, and fpoon : the napkin and table-cloth are dean 
three tiriies in the week. They rife at fix, din^ at eleven, and fup at fix. The little 
children have bread at (even, and at four. When employed in their neceflary occupy 
tions, the utmod freedom ft allowed, and they are encouraged to be as much in the air 
as pofftble. 'I’he whole was a lovely fight ; atidT the countenances of the children ex» 
preffed the utmod content and happinefs. 

In the hofpitai is a theatre, of which the decorations are the work of the foundlings : 
tliey condruded the-dage, painted the feenes, and made the dreffes. I was prefent at 
the reprefentation of the Honnete Criminel, and the comic-opera Le Devin du Village^ both 
tranllated into the Ruffian tongue. Not underdanding the language, I could be no 

4 K a judge 
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judge uiicther theyfpoke with propriety j but was furprifed at the cafe with which they 
trod the ftage, and pleafed witK the gracefulnefs of their, action. There were fome 
agreeable voices in the opera. The orcheftra was filled with a band by no means con- 
temptible, which confided entirely of foundlings, excepting the firft violin, who was 
their mufic-mader. On this occafion the play was not, as ufual, concluded with a bal- 
let, becaufe the principal performer was indifpofed, which was no fmall difappointmenr, 
as they, dance ballets with great tade and elegance. The Emprefs, I am told, is induced 
to countenance theatrical reprefentations, which appear improper in a feminary of this ' 
kind, from a defire of diffufing among her fubje£ts a tade ibr that fpecies of entertain- 
ment', which (he confiders a means of civilization, and of enriching the Ruffian theatres 
, with a conflant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge 
of the arts among the people, increafes the number of free fubjeds, and above till has 
confiderably diminifhed the horrid prafUce of infanticide, fo prevalent before the indi- 
tution of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the country without vifiting Troitfkoi Kloder, 
or the monadery of tiie Holy Trinity, which is didinguifhed in the annals of this country 
as the afylum for the Ruffian Sovereigns in cafes of infurre£lion ; and is more particu- 
larly known to foreigners for the refuge it afforded to Peter the Great when he put an 
end to the adminidration of his fider Sophia *. 

The cfiftance from Mofcow to the monadery being forty miles, we ordered pod-horfes 
to be ready at five in the monung, with an intention of viewing the convent, and return- 
ing by night, hoped to complete this excurfion in the time ptopofed ; but ob- 
dacles continually occur in foreign countries, unfbrefeen by thofe who acre not fufficiently 
acquainted with the manners of the natives} and an ignorance of the mod trivial cir- 
cumdances, which better information might eafily have obviated, produces confiderable 
embarraffinent. Soine petty didreffes of this nature lengthened our expedition from 
one to three days. 

We rofe at five in the morning, but were detained by want of pod horfes, which we 
found great difficulty in procuring, although the order was figned both by the governor 
of the province and of the city, and we importuned the pod-mader with repeated mef- 
fages* The cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being inconfidcrable, the owners 
can employ them in' other fervices to greater advantage ; and on this account a ftranger, 
unlefs accompanied with a Ruffian foldier to quicken the expedition of thofe who furnifh 
the pod, mud meet with infinite delays. We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by fome of 
our acquaintance to ufe this precaution, but imprudently omitted it, to our great incon- 
venience, as we foon experienced. 

After waiting nine hours, we at length thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the pod- 
horfes make their tqipearance about two in the adernoon }, and fet off with an expe^a- 
tion of proceeding without interruption to Bretoflhina, where a relay was waiting for 
us. But the drivers dopping at a village only four miles from ^Mofcow, peremptorily 
refufed to carry us iny farther. In vsSn we produced the oi*der for horfes ; they con- 
tended that it authorized us only to take them from village to tiillage, and on theRrength 
of that condrudUon retained writhout further ceremony to Mofcow. Two hours more 
were employed, and much broken Ruffian fpoken by Our Bohemian interpreter, before 
we were able to prevail on the inhabdants to fupply us with horfes, and were again de- 
pofitedin a village about the didance of three miles } where all the old procefsof alter- 

* See chap. viii. 
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cation, threats, and promifes, was renewed* In this manner we cohtinaed wrangling 
and proceeding from village to village, which .were tbfpkly fcattered in this part of the 
country, until near midnight, .when we found ourfelves at fClifma, only feventeen miles 
from Mofcow;, and took up our lodging in a peafant’s cottage. Our Bohemian fervant 
having fortunately devoted great part of the.night in ranibling to different houifes, and 
adjufting the difScult negotiation for frefh horfes, we were able to depart aim oft by day- 
break, and had the ftill farther fatisfaftion to pafs over the immnfe /pace of feven miles 
without either halt delay ; fp that by eight' in the morning we reached Bretoflhuia, 
half'Way between Mofcow and the convent. Here we found a Ruflian ferjeant, whom 
Prince VolkpAfki had obligingly fent forwards to procure horfes, and accompany us dur- 
ing the remainder of otir journey ; the experience of the preceding day taught us the 
value of this military attendant. 

At Bretoffliina we viewed a palace built by Alexey Michaelovitch, in which he , fre- 
quently rcfided : it is a long wooden building, painted yellow, only one {lory in heighth, 
containing a fuiteof fmall and low rooms. This palace (if it deferves that name) has 
long been uninhabited. The Eniprefs, pleafed with the beauty of the fituation, and re- 
fpeSing the favourite refidence or Peter the Great’s father, propofed to build a large 
brick palace near the fite of the old manlion, and part-of the materials were already col- 
ledled for that purpofe. On our retum to the village we ordered the horfes, and were 
pleafed to find our order obeyed almoft as foon as iffued : we had, indeed, a fucceisfu! 
agent in our friend the ferjeant for the peafants, who were beginning to wrangle, and 
make their ufual altercations, were inftantly difperfed by his cudgel, whofe eloquence was 
more perfuafive than the moft pathetic remonftrahees. The boors were certainly accuf- 
tomed to this fpecies of rhetoric j for they bore it patiently, and with perfect good hu- 
mour; and, the moment they were feated on the box, began whiftling ^d finging their 
national fongs as ufual. We now continued our route, and arrived at the convent, 
though diftant from BretofQiina twenty miles, without once flopping to change horfes. 

Troitflvoi Sergief Klofter, or the raonaftery of the Holy Trinity, at a little diftance 
bears the appearance of a fmall .town; and, like many convents in this country, is 
funousided with high brick walls, ftrengthened with battlements and towers. The 
parapet is roofed with wood, and the walk and towers are provided with embrafures 
for mulkets and cannon : the whole is fiirrounded by a deep ditch. This place with- 
flood feveral fieges ; and particularly bafRed all the efforts of Ladiflaus Prince of 
Poland, who attacked it at the head of a large army. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, the walls enjlofe^an imperial 
palace, and nine large churches conftru£led by different fovereigns. The convent is 
a range of buildings encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the prefent inhabitants: 
it formeily contained three hundred monks, together with a proportionate number of 
fludeots, and was the richeft ecclefiaflical eflablifhment in Ruffia. Their eftates, as 
well as all the other church lands, being annme^ to the crown, the members receive 
penfions. With the revenues the number of monks is greatly diminifhed, and they do 
not amount to one hundred. The habit is black, with a veil of the fame' colour ; they 
eat no meat, and the difdpline of the order is very ftriS. Within the c^vent is a 
femipary for the education of perfons intended for the church, which, contained about, 
two hundred fludents. , 

The imperial palace, which was muph frequi^ted when the fovereign refidedat 
Mofcow* is hoRll i oqe of the apartments is ornamented with reprefentations in ftucco 
of the principal a^ons of Peter the Great. The' nine churches are fplendid, and ex- 
tremely rich la gold and filver ornaments, and coflly veflments. The.prindpal church 

14 . has 
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has a cupola of copper gilt, and four domes, of tin or iron painted gr^n. We afcend> 
ed a new belfry, built by the ^^mprefs.Elissabeth, which is not an inelegant piece of 
architedure ; it commands a fine view of the adjacent country, which is gently 
waving, richly cultivated, producing much grain, and thickly (Irewed with villages. 
The archimandrite or abbot of the mouaftery being abfent, we could not obtain per- 
miffion to fee the library, which occafioned fome regret, becaufe, according to Buf- 
ching, it contains a curious colledion of books*. 

In the principal church a few tombs drew my attention. 

The firfl: was that of Maria Queen of Livonia, probably the only perfon who ever 
bore that title, an empty honour, which (he may truly be faid to have purchafed at a 
dear rate. Maria, lineally defcended . from Ivan Vaffilievitch I., was a relation of 
Ivan Ilf. She efpoufed, in 1573, Magnus Duke of Holflein J, and titular king of 
Livonia, who was raifed to that dignity by Ivan Vafiilievitch II. in an extraordinary 
manner. Livonia, bordering upon Ruifia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
claimed and poffelTed by thofe three powers,, was, in the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, partly free, partly fubjed to Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the Tzar 
made an irruption, and conquered a fmall portion. Well acquainted, however, with 
the averfion.of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he declared that he entered their 
country with no interefied views ; had no other ambition than to refeue them from 
the Swedifh yoke ; and, renouncing all right of conqueft, would only ftyle hinifelf 
their protedor ; he exhorted them to elca for their fovereign Magnus, brother of 
Frederic II. King of Denmark, who, in the capacity of Bifhop of Pilten, had fome 
pretenfions to Livonia. This propofal bring cheerfully agreed to by a great party 
among the natives, the Tzar difpatched an embaffy to Magnus, who accepted the 
proffered crown } and, repairing vrithout delay to Mofeow, vi'as formally inflalled in 


• Bufehing’s Erdrbefehreibung, vol. i. p.Sji. 

t Vassilwvitch I. 


Vassili 


vamotitch. 


I 


Ivan Vassihivitch II. 


AnDHEW IvANOVITCHof 
"^taiitza, died 1537. 




VlADIMBR ANDaETlTCH, 
died 1750. 

I 

Maria, Tnarried to Magnus. 
Evdokia. 


X Magnus was fon 6 f Chriillan III. Xing of Denmark, and is known in hiftory by feveral difTcrent 
appellations. He it foinetimcs llyled King of Livonia, from his inotk*fovefcignty in that country ; 
fometimes Duke of HoUleint from his iiihcrijing a portion of that duchy oii the dcceale of his father ; 
and Bifliop of iEfcl, from hi&exchaimng his part of Holftcin for the blflioprics of and Courland, 
which he feculanzed* Holberg, the Danifh hiftorian, mentions a^bond for 1500 marks, whi^h was 
cd : Wc Magnus, by the grace of God, Lord of il^d and Widk, Bifliop of Courland, Adminittraior of 
the Biftioprick of Reval, Heir of Norway, Duke of Schkfwick, Hoiflein, btorinar, and Diimarlh, Count of 
Oldenburgh and Dclmcnhurft.^^ Titles, .as the hiftorians remark, which could i)ot procure him even a 
fmall of money without his bond. Hoibcrg, vol. ii. p. 488. 
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litis new dignity, upon condition of efpoufmg Maria, and paying an annual tribute to 

the Tzar. • 

Magnus, however, being oppofed by the Swedes, who maintained a large army in 
livonia, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even by the natives, was ftill only a titu- 
lar fovercign ; and after a fruitlefs attempt to take pofleffion of his crown, continued 
to difplay his mock dignity at Mofeow. At length, in 1577, being efcorted to Livonia 
by the Tzar, at the head of fifty thoufand troops, he obtained the town and territory 
of Wenden, the renjaiuder of the province being referred to Ruflia. 

Magnus was fcarcely admitted into Wenden, where he was received with great 
demonftrations of joy, than, defpifmg a precarious fovereignty, he was prevailed upon 
by his new fubjeds to form a fecret alliance with the King of Poland, and counterad 
the Tzar’s progrefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of this negotiation, laid immediate 
fiege to Wenden with a numerous army, and compelled the inhabitants to capitulate. 
Magnus himfclf carried the terms of capitulation, and, advancing to fupplicate the 
incenfed monarch, threw himftlf at his feet, and interceded for the town. The Tzar, 
fpurning at him with his foot*, an^ ftriking him on the face, loaded him with re- 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered him to prifon ; and entering the town, his 
troops committed every fpecies of horror and devaftation. Many of the principal’ 
inhabitants, retiring into the citadel, determined to defend it to the laft extremity; 
but perceiving all refift.ance fruitlefs, and expefting no quarter; they calmly aflembled, 
received the facrament, and deftroyed themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years aft?r it was creaed into a fovereignty. 
Magnus obtained his enlargement by paying a confiderable fum of money ; and re- 
paired, with his confort Mary, to Pilten in Comiand, where he died in 1583, in ex- 
treme diftrefsf. After the death of her hufband, Maria was enticed in Ruffia, and 
thrown into a nunnery, with her only daughter Eudokia J. She was never releafed < 
from her confinement,' and the time of her deceafe is uncertain. The remains; both 
of the Queen and her daughter, were depofited in the convent of the Holy 'iBnity; 

In the fame church repofe the allies of Boris Feodorovitch Godunof, who,' upon thie ' 
demife of Feodor Ivanovitch in 1 597, was raifed from a private ftation to the throne of 
Riifiia. It is a circumftance extremely favourable to a vh*tuous condUd, that a fove-- 
reign cannot conimit one flagrant ofteucc without fufferirtg the imputation of many 
others ; and that fuppofiaiious cruelties are always added to ads of real tyranny. This 
was the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having defervedly acquired the deteliarion of pof- 

* Henning, author of the Ijivonian Chronicle, relates this t ran faction more to the honour of Ivan* 
He is thus (liituecl by the authors of ihe Univerfal Hilbry. vol xx’jtv p. 242. The Tzar laid liege 
to the place, till, at ihe canieft requell of the citizens, Magnus, with only a few attendHiKa, went 
into the campi and, falling oa iiis knees, begged pardon for himfelf and ihe city. Bafilowitar no 

fooncr faw the King of Livonia thus proftratc before him, than he difmounted from hishorfe, and delired 
him to rife, returning him his fword, and, after reproaching him with the ingralitiulc of his late conduct, 
freely pardoned him and the city, and afTiited them of hii protection. At this inllant a cannon-ball from 
the calile narrowly miffed killing the Tzar ; which fo incgifed iiim, that he mounted his hoiTe and rode 
away dircdtiy, fwcaring by St. Nicholas, ttot, for this frefh inftancc of perfidy, every perfon in Wenden 
ftould fuffer death. Magnus wUs then put under an arred in a farm«!ioiife, and obliged to llgn an obliga* 
tion, by which he engaged to pay the Tzar 40,000 Hupgarian florins by the next Chriltmas, as a fatia- 
fa^ion for the money taken from Polubeniki ; in cafe of faiuire of payment at that time> to forfeit double 
the fum, and remain a prifemer at Mofeow till the whole fliould be difeharged.** J have fallowed the princi- 
pal hiftotians of Sweden and d:)enmark, aKo Heidenftcin, and Oderborg, who feem to have given the moft 

probable account of this evciatw 4 Holbcrg, vol. i. p. 488, 

X Flculver’s State of Ruffia^ chap, vi 

terity 
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tcrity by the perpetration of one crime, has been unjuftly branded with in&my, even for 
tliole anions which merit the higheft applaufe. 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar anceftor, who came into Ruflia in 1 329, 
and, having embraced Chrillianity, aifumed the name of Zachary. From Simon Go» 
dun, one of his defeendants, the family was known by the fomame of Godunof, and 
was greatlydiftinguilhed by the elevation of the perfonage now under confideration. 

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a nobleman of the Ruffian court, was born in 1522, 
and in the 20th year of his age appointed, by Ivan Vjffilievitch 11 . to attend his fon 
Prince Ivan : being fucceffively promoted to higher offices, and obtaining additional in< 
duence by the marriage of his After Irene with Feodor IvanoVitch, he was, upon that mo- 
narch’s fucceffion to the throne, created privy counfellor, mafter of the horfe, and in- 
vefted with the foie diredlion of affairs. 

Feodor dying without*iffue, the election fell unanimoully upon Boris Godunof, who 
owed his elevation to the high opinion which all parties entertained of his capacity and 
wifdom ; to the influence of his After Irene, and to the artful manner with which he af- 
fected to decline, while he was moft ambitious to poffefs, the crown. He deferved his 
elevation by his confummate abilities and popular manners; and, for his political and 
civil deporthient, he is juftly ranked among the greateft ftatefmen of his age. 

Happy would it have been for himfelf and country, had he united moderation and 
humanity to thefe fplcndid qualities. His perfecution of feveral noble families, who 
Rood in the way of his ambitious deftras, and ftill more the affaffinadon * of DemetHus, 
brands his character with indelible imamy. But while we admit and deteft in this in- 
ftance the full extent of bis guilt, let notour horror at this crime induce us to mifrepre- 
fent his moft laudable aCtions. Let us not affert, with his enemies, that to turn the at- 
tention of the people from the caitaftrophe of the-Prince, and to ingratiate himfelf in 
their favour by an ad of public munificence, he purpofely fet fire to feveral parts of Mof- 
cow, that he might rebuild them at his own expence ! Nor let us, with equal abfurdity 
and injuftice, accufe him of privately inviting the Khan of the Tartars to invade Rufiia, 
that he might occupy the public with a foreign war, and acquire freih glory by repelling 
the enemy ! 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofiddous crimes, that he poifoned Feodor ; for the 
Txar had long laboured under a declining ftate of health f ; and, the year before his 
death, requefted a phyfician from England |. Even his paternal attention and un- 
bounded generofity towards his fubjeds during a famine, which foon after his elevation 
to the throitc defolated Mofeow, was turned into an accufadon againft him ; for it was 
infinuated, that from an abfiird delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fupply the 
Ruffians with com, 'and that he joined feveral banditd In plundering the houfes of the 
rich § ; calumnies ably and unanfwerably refUted by Muller. But the brighteft fplen- 
dour of abilities, and even the moft upright ufe of power, will not atone for the ill means 
of acquiring it ; and the dme anived, when Boris paid the price for the affaffinadon of 

* This » not the pitiper place to inonire wfietber Demetriiia wn realty al&ffinatrd,^ or whether be cf- 
taped ? for the ccime of fiortt was the fame, whether hie ordera were clitned intS execution, or eluded. See 
ttu next chapter. 

-t- Fletcher fays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a dropfy. 

i As appears from a letter in the Roflian arcbieei. 

i This teport, Mi. Muller conjectures, arofe from his compelling the bilhops and nobles, wbo had a fu- 
perfiuity of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price, S. K. C. V. 
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Demetrius. The death and charader of Boris Godunpf arc thus delineated by an im- 
partial hiftorian * * * § . 

The party of the pretended Demetrius increafed daily, and the RuHians flocked to 
him from all quarters. This circumflance, joined to the inaftivity of the Ruffian army, 
had fuch an eSedl upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he fwallowed poifon f. He felt 
the firfl: effefls of the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo violent, that he had 
fcarcely time to enter into the monaftic order before he expired. According to the 
Ruffian cuflom, he changed his name from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
on the 13th of April, or the 24th, according to the new ilyle, 1605, after a reign of 
eight years and two months. 

“ It muft be allowed that his death was a great lofs to Ruffia ; for if we except the 
unjuftifiable means by which he railed himfelf to the throne, and the cruelty with which 
he pcrfecutcd feveral illuftrious fimiilies, particularly the houfe of Romanof, he muft be 
efteemed an excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge were his principal vices : on 
the contrary, penetration and fagacity, affability and munificence, political knowledge, 
diligence in the adminiftration of affairs, afliduity in introducing into Ruffia the im- 
provements of foreign nations, in a word, unwearied attention to promote the advantage 
of his country, and the welfare of his fubjefts, were confpicuous parts of his charafter. 
We are apt to overlook the vices of a fovereign in confideration of his princely virtues, 
and in this refped; Boris is entitled to our efteem. When we add to thefe confidera- 
tions the long chain of calamities wluch fucceeded his death, his lols could not but be 
fenfibly felt.” 

His remains were at firft depofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofeow ; but were 
afterwards removed to the convent of the Holy Trinity J. 


Chap. VII. — Hi/iory and Adventures of the Tzar who reigned under the Name of 

Demetrius. Seats himfelf on the Throne, — His Charailer — and Affajftnation, 

— Probably the real Demetrius, 

AMONG the tombs in the cathedral of St. Michael I had occafion to mention that 
of a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Demetrius, whole intricated and contro- 
verted hiftory was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan § Vaflilievitch II. left two fons ; Feodor who fucceeded to the throne, and De- 
metrius, an infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care of his raother^the Tzarina 
Maria Feodorofna, and in the eighth year of his age was faid to have been affaffinated 

* Muller, S. R. G. V. p. 247. 

t Captain Margaret Taya, that he died of an apoplexy. Etat de la Ruffie, p. 118. 

j' For the Hidory of Boris Godunof, fee Mulkr, S. R. G. Vol. v. p. 27 to 249. 

§ I had finiihed this chapter before the publication of L’Everque’s Hi&oire de kulTie. That ingenious 
author has, in hit account of theperfon who ilylrd bin'felf Demetrius, advanced many plauilble arguments 
to ihew, that he was probably not an impoftor ; and though they appear to me utiatifwerable, and it is eafy 
to perceive that he entirely leans^o that opinion, yet he candidly concludes with aflerting, Plufieurs ob- 
jediuns (jue j'ai baaard^ea contre I’impofluVe d’Otripief me paiaiffcnt d’une grande force, jc ii’ofcrai cepen- 
diint decider la queilion ’* See Hif. de Ruff. v. iii p. 276'to ?.^ 6 . It may ferve, pcihaps, as an addi- 
ti(>nal pioof in favour of Demetrius, that two foreigners, who viiitcd Ruflia, both unbiaikd by national pre- 
judices, and without the lesit communication, ihould hold nearly the fame opinion upon fo intricate a 
lubjeft. 
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by order of Boris Godunof * •• . The real drcumftances of this aiTallination, being pur> 
pofely withheld from the public, are varioufly related : and the following particulars are 
alone unqueftionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of the young Prince, was found 
weltering in its blood ; and certain perfons, conlidered as the aflaffins, were inftantly 
put to death by the inhabitants of Uglitz. The account of the cataftrophe being tranf- 
mitted to Mofeow, Bom Godunof, after circulating a reprt that Demetrius had, in a 
fit of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, dilpatched his creatures Vaflili Shuilki and 
Cletchnin to inquire into the circumllances of his death. Having examined the body of 
the deceafed, they declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed the report. 
Maria Feodorofna, accufed of grols inattention to her fon’s fecurity, was compelled to 
alTume the veil, and confined in a convent j many inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke 
freely concerning the murder, were capitally punilhed; fome were imprifoned, and others 
banilhed. - ^ 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranfadion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely 
any fuTpicions were entertained againft him, until, thirteen years afterwards a perfon 
made his appearance under the name of Demetrius : he declared that his mother, fuf- 
picious of the attempts againft her fon’s life, had removed him from Uglitz, and fubfti- 
tuted another child, who was afiallinated in his place ; and that, being educated in a 
convent, and concealed from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he had efcaped from 
Ruflia into Poland. Being there admitted into the fcrvice of Wiefnovitfki, a Pole of 
great diftindion,he difeovered himfelf to that nobleman, who warmly efpoufed his caufe. 
Boris Godunof, having received intelligence of this unexpected claimant, diffeminated 
a report, that the impoftor, who aflumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled 
Gregory or Grifka Otrepief; and fpared ndther threats nor bribes to obtain poffeilion 
of bis perfon. When thefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his emifiaries into 
Poland to affaffinate him. 

Wiefnovitlki, alarmed for the fafety of his fugitive, recommended him to the protec- 
tion of the fenator George Mnifhek Palatine of Sendomir, a nobleman of great confe- 
qutnee in Poland. Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by that name) being ac- 
knowledged by him the rightful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon afterwards betrothed 
in marriage to the Palatine’s daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1603, 
troduced to Sigifmond 111 . King of Poland. Being admitted to a public audience before 
the diet, he excited the compaffion of the aifembly by the affeCHng manner in which he 
related his adventures ; and though Sigifmond and the diet regretted that the fituation of 
their country prevented them from openly feconding his pretenfions, yet they teftified 
the moft cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition on thofe nobles 

* Muller relatet from a Ruflian manufcn’pt, tliat twelve perfons were privy to the murder, araongft 
whom were the Prince’s nurfe and her fon, who perpetrated the deed ; that it was committed at mid-day 
ill the court-yard of the palace, and that a bell-ringer, who was upon the top of an adjoining cathedral, 
faw the whole tranfa£Uon Petreus alTerts, that the Prince was murdered during the confufioo of a hre, 
purpofely occaGoned bv one of the aifaflins. {dargaret and Gravenbuck fay that the aflaflin was fon of the 
Tzarina Maria’s fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed, that it happened at midnight — ^The Ruffian au- 
thors naiuially prefer the Grft account, becaufe it was more diffictilt at mM-day to fubftitute a child There 
is no rcafoa to be furprifed at thefe contradidory opinions, when it is conGdered, as L*£vefquc jufUy ob- 
ferves, " que Boris fupprima tnus les detaila de cet horrible affaire ; qu’il troropa le Tzar et le public. Lc 

•• public rut doncalors malinftruit des circonflances de cet dvdnement, et le temps n’a pu y ajoGter que de 
“ nouvelles obfcuritds. D’ailleurs, comrac le dit Margaret, on obfervait eh'Ruffie un lecret G profond fiur 

toutes lea affaires, qu’il etaitfort diffitile d’apprendre la verite de ce qu’on n’avait pas vu de fes yeux.” 
Vol. iii. p. 228. 

who 
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who might be difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the affiftance of his two patrons, 
Wiefnovitlki and the Palatine of Sendomir, Demetrius* entered Ruffia in the month of 
Auguft, 1604, at the head of 4000 Poles ; and being foon joined by many Ruffians, par- 
ticularly by the Coffacs of the Don, advanced almoft without oppofuion to Novogorod 
Severlkoi, and routed in December an army of 40,000 men ; but was not long after- 
wards defeated with great flaughter, by Prince Vaffili Shuilki General of Boris Godunof. 
Eight thoufand of his followers were either killed or taken prifoners, and all his artillery 
and colours fell inm the hands of the enemy ; his horfc was wounded under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

'I'hi.s overthrow occafioned the defection of the Polilli troops ; and Demetrius hira- 
felf, difraayed with his lofs, would have retreated precipitately into Poland, had he not 
been diffuaded by the importunities of his Ruffian adherents ; many of whonv believed 
him to be the true Demetrius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof. Over- 
come by their entreaties he continued his march, and notwithftanding his late difcomfi- 
ture, was foon at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians, who flocked to his ftand- 
ard from all quarters. Not only the populace, ever prone to credulity, but even men of 
the higheft birth and quality, gave credit to his pretenfions ; not only the diftant pro- 
vinces fiipported his caufe; but the people rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly proclaimed 
that Demetrius had efcaped from hisaflaffins, and claimed allegiance as their rightful fo- 
vereign. This infurredion was immediately quelled ; but although Boris Godunof in- 
flided the fevereft punilhment^upon his adherents, though the Patriarch publilhed a ban 
of excommunication againft him and his party, and though Vaffili Shuiflci affirmed that 
he had himfelf examined the body of the deceafed Prince at Uglitz ; yet an univerfal 
belief fpread through all' ranks, that the pretender to the throne was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. ' ♦ 

The fudden death of Boris Godunof enfured the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodox Bo- 
rifovitch, declared fucceflbr to his father by the Patriarch and nobles who were prefent 
at Mofcow, was deferted by the principal Generals of the Ruffian army, and by many 
perfons of diftindion. His troops at this inaufpicious jundure were fuddenly attacked 
and defeated j and thofe who efcaped were perfuade4 to fwear fealty to his nval, who, 
ftrengthened bjr this acceffion, advanced by hafty marches towards the capital vrithout 
the leaft oppofltion ; the highways were lined with people j the towns opoied then- 
gates with every demonftration of joy, while Demetrius fupported the prepofleffion of 
the Ruffians in favour of his birth by the afebility of his demeanour, and the giaceful- 
nefs of his perfon. Having publilhed a manifefto to the inhabitants of MofoSv, with 
offers of clemency and favour on their return to their duty, they role in arms, ftormed 
the place, ftrangled Feodor Borifovitch, and recognifed the title of Demetrius. On 
the 30th of June the new Tzar entered Mofcow in triumph, and took polTeffion of the 
throne with univerfal approbation. His pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, were confirmed by the public teftimony of Maria Feodorofiia, whom Boris 
Godunof had imprifoned in a diftant monaftery , and whom Demetrius, at his acceffion 
releafed from her confinement. Upon her apploach to Mofcow, on the 8th of July, he 
rode to meet her at the hoid of a numerous proceffion, and at the firft appearance of her 
<^age, alighted from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The tendemefs and affeo 
tion >mch both parties difplwed on this interefting occafion drew tears from the fpefta* 
tors ; ai^ the £ong expreffions of tranfport with which the Tzarina openly acknow- 
ledged him for her Ion, feemed to confim the reality of his imperial lineage. Soon 
after this interview he was crowned with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated upon 
the throne, in the poffeffion of which he would probably have mainhiipt.d himfelf by a 

4 ** * conformity 
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conformity to the manners of his fubjeds, and by a prudent deference to their civil and 
religious eftablifiiment. But his avowed <;ontempt of the Ruflian cuftoms, and his public 
negleft of their religious ceremonies, foon alienated the alFeftions of his fubjeQs, and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly as he had afeended it. 

Margaret, who 'had frequent accefs to the perfon of Demetrius, has Iketched his por- 
trait in a Ihort but lively manner. 

“ He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, and of dark complexion, his limbs were 
ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under his right tye. lie was^adive, fpiriced, and 
merciful, foon olfendc’d, and as foon appeafed ; liberal, ambiiious, and defirous of mak- 
ing himfelf known to poitcrity ; in a word, he was a Prince who loved honour, and re- 
commended it by his own example 

If we fhould allow that Margaret has concealed many of his defeds, and placed his 
virtues in the mod advantageous light, yet the acrimony and injuftice which appears in 
many parts of the following extrads from his charader, as drawn even by Muller, the 
mod candid of his opponents, will prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit credit 
to the reprefentations of his enemies. 

“ The falfef Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, and had one arm 
fhortcr than the other. He would have been edeemed not deficient in wifdom, had he 
not been fo precipitate in his condud, and had he conformed his behaviour to the difpo- 
fition and temper of his fubjeds. In Poland he applied himfelf to the dudy of lan- 
guages, arts, andfciences ; he converfed in Latin J and-Polifh with fluency ; he was well 
acquainted with hidory, and particularly with that of Ruflia and the neighbouring king- 
doms , he was well verfed in mufic, and polTelTed other liberal accomplifhments. On 
account of his addrefs and good fortune in obtaining the crown, he was edeemed a ma- 
gician. Warlike exercife and hunting were his principal amufemems. He had fome 
knowledge of engineering and artillery, was fond of cading cannon, and fliot with fuch 
ikill as to furprize the mod dexterous markfmen. He was zealous to improve the dif- 
cipline of his army, for which purpofe he would often review his troops, indrud them 
in different manoeuvres, dorm ramparts and fortifications ; and as he was always fore- 
mod, and the mod eager among the affailants, was often rudely handled in the fray. 

** Defirous to be edeemed a patron of judice, he put to death feveral judges who 
were convided of iniquitous pradices. But was not this mode of proceeding rather a 
proof of his inclination to cruelty ? and might it not arife from a defire of ffril^g terror 
into his fubjeds § ? 

** His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both extravagant and ill- 
placed ; he heaped bounties upon PoUfh muficians and other minions, and drained the 
treafury by enormous expences ||. Like all voluptuaries he was fickle and impetuous. 

All 

* Margaret, p, 141. f S. R. G. Vol. ▼. p. 302, &c.' 

:|: His underltandiDg Latin has been urged againft him as a proof that he wu educated by the Jefuits. 

Margaret, however, pofitively aflerts, that he pras not in the lead acquainted with that language. II ell 
tres certain qui'O ne partoit nullement Latin, j* * * § en phis temoigner, moins le fcavoit il lire et ecrire. Ibid 
p. 163. ... " 

§ A fuppofuion which Ihews a ftrong difpofttion in theoppofite party to mifreprefent the moft fiivourable 
parts of his conduft. 

11 The accounts of his extravagance were grofsiy exaggerated. He is faid to have given orders for a 
throne of mafly filver, fupported by ftx lions of the fame conly materials ; and*for a footm>ol of pure g^Id, 
for the ceremony of his coronation, ftudded with fix hundred diamonds, fix hundred rubies, fix hundred 
fapphires, fix hundred emeralds, fix hundred Turkilh ftones ; all of a large fize, but fome of the latter 
were as big as half a pigeon’s egg. It muft be remarked, that this footftool ivas already in the treafury 

when 
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All his a&ions proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate refolu- 
tions to the molt prudent advice, and to adopt the raflietk meafures. His hidden eleva- 
tion rendered him infolent ; he was fo ambitious, that even the Ruflian empire appeared 
too fmall to fatisfy his luft of dominion, and he extended his views to the reduftion of 
Turkey and Tartary. Mis ebriety and incontinence were his moft notorious vices, which 
frequently expofed him in the eyes of the public. Befides the Princefs Irene, the daugh- 
ter of Boi'is Godunof, all who pleafed him were facrificed to his defires, without the leaft 
regard to rank or age *. 

“ On his accedion to the throne he was cafy of accefs, but gradually became fyfpicious 
of his f'ubjeds ; he had a foreign guard, and often refufed audience to the Ruffian no- 
bility, when he admitted the Poles wiiliout referve. He feemed to fummon the privy- 
counfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule. If a Ruffian lodged a com- 
plaint againft a Pole, he could never obtain juftice, and infult was added to injury. 
Probably this infolence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes ; and his fall 
would at leaft have been retarded, had he endeavoured to conciliate the afleftion of the 
principal nobles. But the circumdancc which principally contributed to his lofs of po- 
pularity, was the little reverence which he profeffed for the ceremonies of the Greek 
church. On his arrival at Mofeow he entered the two cathedrals with drums beating 
and trumpets founding ; he paid no refpe£l to the clergy ; he made no diftinftion 
between falls and feftivals, would neither bow nor croi's himfelf before the facred 
paintings } he profaned the church by admitting foreigners at the time of divine 
icrvice, and ftill more by the number of dogs which followed him upon the fame 
occafion. 

“ He was not only fo much attached to the Polilh cuftoms and drefs as to prefer them 
upon all occafions ; but he even ridiculed the Ruffian manners, and in every inftance 
deviated from the examples of the Tzars his predeceflbrs. Inftead of Ihowing himfelf to 
the people feldom, and only upon extraordinary occaftons with a large retinue, he was 
accuftoined to traverfe the llreets with a few fervants ; he commonly rode, and, as he 
was an excellent horfeman, was generally mounted upon the moft fiery fteeds ; he 
hunted frequently, had mufic at his repafts, never flept at mid-day, never bathed. Thefe 
trifling circumftanccs were regarded in fo feiious a light, that the omiffion of them ren- 
dered him the objeft of general hatred ; and it was commonly reported, that the perfon 
who could (how fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms of his country, could never be defeended 
from the race of ancient fovereigns. It was an obvious inference, to confider the de- 
fpifer of hisfubjcfls as their enemy. Under fuch circumftances his deftru£fion feemed 
inevitable t > and yet near a year elapfed before any tumult broke out. At length his 
marriage with a foreign lady clofed the feene } and it would have been a wonder if he 
had continued any longer upon the throng.” 

Having 


when Oemetrius afeended the throne, and was a prefent from the Sophy of Perfia to* Ivan Vafiilievitch II. 
S. R. G. Vol. V, p, 33 y. Many fitoiilar ornaments employed at bis coronation had been ufed by the former 
fovereigns, who were crowned with Afiatic magnificence. , . 

• Thefe parts of his conduft were alfo greatly mifrepreftnted. L’Evefque aflerts, with great appear- 
ance of probability, that thefe repoits of his incontinence were not founded in truth ; and particularly denies 
that the Pnneefs Irene was facrificed to his defires. Vol. iii. p. aoa. > 
t Muller relates an account of a match with fnow.balls between the Ruffian foldiers and Poles; when 
the latter, at the command of Demetrius, filled the fnow- balls with fand and ftones, by which the Riifilana 
(Uaue Augen und blutige Kqepfe befcameu } received many black eyes and bloody hcaM. Such abfurd ao 

cufationa 
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Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Marina, the daughter of the Palatine Mnifchck, 
he difpatched a fplendid emba% to den\»nd her in marriage. The efpoufals were per. 
formed at Cracow, and the bride having made her entry into MofeoW, accompanied 
with a lar^e fuite of Poles, was lodged in a nunnery until the fblemnization of the nup. 
tials : during this interval he difliurbed the devotion of the holy fifterhood with repeated 
feafts, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited public horror, as a violator of religious 
difeipline. • By this infatuated behaviour he'inflamed the difaffedion of his fubjeds to 
fuch a degree, that a regular confpiracy was concerted againft hitji. The leader was 
Prince Vaflili Ivanovitch Shuilki, the fame perfon who had owed his life to the lenity of 
Demetrius, and on whom this ad of clemency had no other effed than to render him 
more cautious in his fubfequent machinations againfl his benefador. Demetrius fre. 
quently received intimations from different quarters of a projeded infurredion ; the po* 
pular odium betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming fymptoms ; perfons were heard ex- 
claiming in the ftreets, The Tzar is an heretick, worfe than a Turk, and not the fon 
of Ivan Vaffilievitch.” But, either from a natural ma^nimimity that braved all danger, 
or from the incoiifiderate levity of his charader, he was infenfible to all thefe prognoftics; 
and by obfiinately perfevering in his unpopular condud, feemed almoft to invite de- 
flrudion. 

The infurredion broke out early in the morning on the i yth of May. The confpi- 
rators fecured the principal avenues of the city ; the great bell in the Kremlin, the com- 
mon fignal of alarm, was tolled ; and a confufed cry was fpread among the people, that 
the Poles were preparing to maffacre the inhabitants. Vaffili Shuilki, who fecretly in- 
flamed the public difeontents, led the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one hand, 
and a labre in the other, accompanied by a vaft multitude armed with the firft weapons 
which chance prefented. This party, having overpowered the guards, burft open the 
gates of the palace, and rulhed towards the royal apartment. Demetrius, awakened by 
the tumult, fummoned the few guards who were immediately about his perfon, and Tal- 
lying, without a moment’s deliberation, againft his alTailants, hewed down feveral of the 
foreinoft : being foon overborn by numbers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace ; but, clofely prelfed by his purfuers, precipitated himfelf from a 
window into a court, and diflocated his thigh with the fall. 

Being difeovered in this deplorable condition, he was re-conveyed to the palace, and 
brought before Vaffili Shuilki, who loaded him with reproaches for bisimpolture. Not 


cufation^do not meritferious refutation. Many idle tales are alfo gravely related againft him; and indeed every 
circumflance of his conduct was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diverfions which he gave in 
honour of his marriage, was a fire- work, in which a dragon was reprefented with three heads (pitting out 
(lames. Such a fpcaacle being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians ; and it was reported 
that the Tzar had contrived it on purpofe. to alarm his fubjeds. The Poles were not wanting upon this 
and nil other occaftons to ridicule the ignorance and fimplicity of the Ruffians, which increafed the hatred 
againl^ them and the fovereign who protefted them. A wooden tower was^alfo fonftruAcd near the city, 
Mibich, upon a ceitain day, was to be attacked, with a cannonade and ftormed. After the affallination of 
tret ^etrius, Vaffili Shuilki pubUcly alTerted in a manifefto, that Demetrius intended to take the opDortunitr. 

A • ir ? r 


§ A fu;e to be fuddenly fliutg the cannon to fired among the people, and thofc who efcaped to be hewn 
parts of hlS'Y the Colfacs and Strelitz^ and the Ruilian nobles to be murdered by the Poli/h troops. This ac- 
y The ac<:npn)bable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed confeifion of two Polifh nobles, to whom 
throne of mahffttd to have^ revealed it a d^ or two before his aflaffinatioD $ but* we may more juftly believe it 
for the ceremoncalumny, invented by Vamli Sbuiiki, to render the memory of his rival Inore ^ious. See 
fapphires, fix hm. 342— 346. 

were as big as half a difmayed 
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diftnayed however, with the menaces of his enemy, he perfifted * in maintaining hinifelf 
to be the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and appealed to the teflimony of his mother, 
who redded in a neighbouring convent. The firmnefs and confiftency of his affevera- 
tions made a conliderable imprelHon upon many of the Ruffian foldiers, who peremp- 
torily declared, that they would proteft him from all injury, unlefs Maria Feodorofna 
formally renounced him as her fon. On this unexpefted declaration, Vaffili Shuilki, 
accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles of his party, repaired to the convent, and returned 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the Princefs ; “ The real Demetrius was flain 
at Uglifz ; the perfon who at prefent affiimes his name is an inipoftor ; and I was con- 
llrained by menaces to acknowledge him for my fon.” On the delivery of this meffage, 
the unhappy Monarch was inftantly facrificed to the fury of his enemies Neither was 
their vengeance appeafed by his death, but extended even to his inanimate body ; it was 
pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and expofed fpr three days to the infults of the 
populace; it was then depolited in the public charnel hoiife, and afterwards f reduced 
to afhes, from a notion that the earth would be polluted by the interment of fo unholy 
a corpfe. 

The aftaffination of Demetrius was followed by a general tumult ; the houfes of 
foreigners were pillaged ; and not only the Poles, who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruffians who wore the Polilh dreis, were maftacred. Though this ftate- 
of anarchy lafted only ten hours, yet more than two thoufand perfons loft their lives. 
The dreadful feene was finally clofed by the eledion of Vaffili Ivahovitch Shuilki to the 
throne of Ruffia. Manifeftos } were immediately publiftied, in which the new Tzar juf- 
tified his conduft, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of his predeceftbr, whom he 
pronounced an adventurer, whofe real name was Grifka Otrepief. He aferibes fo him 
an intention of extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the Roman 
Catholic religion into Ruffia ; accufes him of holding a correfpondence with the Pope 
for that purpofe ; iniinuates that he had even promiled to cede the provinces of Smo- 
lenlko and Severia to the King of Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic and a forcerer ; 
difplays, in the moft odious colours, his averllon to the manners and cuftoms of tho 
Ruffians, his attachment to foreigners, and expatiates with much art upon every part of 
his chara£fer which was moft likely to excite the public abhorrence. A few days after- 
wards a manifefto appeared in the name of the Tzarina Maria Feodorofna, in which 
fhe apologizes for having owned the impoftor for her fon, and again acknowledges that 
the real Demetrius was aflaffinated at Uglitz ; that the impoftor, at their interview near 
Mofeow, firft accofted her alone §, and threatened her and her family, with the moft 
cruel torments, if fhe refufed to recognize him as her offspring. 

* Mr. Muller fays, all the Rufltan writers declare, that he confeifiHl h» iinpofture ; but it is certain that 
he did not ; otherwife why did Vaffili Shuiflti repair to the convent to obtain the Tzarina’a declaration, 
when his own confeffion would have been fully fufficient. 

f It feems, by other accounts, that the body was buiied without the city ; and that the multitude 
flocked in crowds to the place. *' The common people belvved that mufic was heard in the night and that 
fpeftres were feen hovering about the place where he was buried. For thefe realbns the body was dog up, 
and (hot from the mouth of .a catftion,** Schmidt R. G. vol. i. p. 36.2. The author of the Ruffian Im- 

E oftor alfo writes,^ “ The people dug up his poor carca|i: out of an obfeure grave, and after a repetition of 
arbarities upon him, they burnt the body, and fcattered the aflies in the air,'* p. 125. 

Mr. Muller found tnefe manifeftoa-in the archives of Tlherdin. S. R. G.347 364,366 
§ Habe mit irh geredit oline dafajemand vonden Boiarne, oder andern Leuten, dabey feyn. doerfenv 
S. R G. vol. V. p. 367. Margaret, on the contrary, who was probably prefent at this intc(viV<v, fays- 
exp.efsly, apris conferences d*Uu quart d’heut, en prefence Je tow let wMn et de tcun de la ville, &ci 
p.i* 5 . 
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All thefe allegation's, however^ thus urged againfl: the pretenfions of Demetrius, could 
not eft'ace the prepoffeffions entertained by the generality of the Ruffians in favour of 
his imperial defeent. A freffi infurreftion was hourly expefted, and fome tranfiesit 
tumults took place, in which Vaffili Shuifki narrowly elcaped deftrudion. In this cri- 
tical ftate of affairs he had recourfe to an expedient, for the purpofe of appeafmg the 
public fufpicions. A rumour being fpread, that the body of the young Prince, formerly 
murdered at Uglitz, had performed miracles, a deputation of feveral bifliops and nobles 
was difpatched to take up the hallowed corpfe from the fepulchre, <and to tranfport it to 
Mofeow. 

“ Upon opening the tomb,” relates Muller from the Ruffian archives, “ an agreeable 
odour filled the whole church ; the body was uncorrupted, and the very clothes entire ; 
one of his hands gralped fome nuts that were fprinkled with blood, and which the young 
Prince had been eating at the infiant of his affaffination. His relics were carried in 
great ftate to Mofeow : on their approach to the city they were met by Vaffili Shuiiki, 
the widow of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and a large concourfo of people, and depofited with 
much folemnity in the cathedral of St. Michael. During the proceffion, many troubled 
with various diforders were miraculoufly reftored to health : after the body was placed 
in the cathedral, thirteen fick perfons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints 
by the interpofition of the faint, and the fame number were healed on the enfuing 
day*.” 

Let us contrail this account with the relation of the oppofite party. 

On the 4th of June a difpute concerning Demetrius arofe between the Strelitz and 
the people, who afferted that he was not an impoftor. The Tzar and the boyars cry 
out. The people ftiall have occular demonftration, that the true Demetrius was killed at 
Uglitz ; his body is now removing to Mofeow, and has performed many ftupendous 
miracles. The boyars procured a poor man’s child, about thirteen years of age, cut its 
throat, and having committed it for a few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mofeow, 
ftiowed it to the people, and declared that this was the true Demetrius, whofe body, 
although long interred, was ftill uncorrupted, which the foolifli multitude believed, and 
were appealed t*” 

The reader will judge which of thefe two accounts is moft likely to be true. 

With refpeft to niyfelf, I lhall only add, that having endeavoured to examine the hif- 
tory of the Tzar Demetrius without prejudice or partiality, I am ftrongly inclined to 
believe that he was not an impoftor, but the real perfonage whofe name he affumed 

Chap. 

• S. R. G. vol. V. p. 371. t Payerne in Schmidt Ruff. Geff. vol. i. 3^4. 

^ I'or the hiftety of Demetrius, fee Petreius Mofeov Chron. Margaret’s Eftat. de la Ruflie, p.'iS and 
19. Ill— 175. Payerne in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef vol. ii. and particularly Muller’s S. R. G. vol. v. p. 181 
to 380. That ing^enious author has drawn together, in one point of view, the principal events of this 
troublefome tera, and has reconciled, as much as polfible, the contradi£tory accounts of the different writ- 
ers : and though he has adopted the Ruffian prejudices, yet he has given the arguments of the oppofite 
party with as much candour as could be expcAed from an author who wrote in Ruflia. 

Since the publication of this chapter, the death of Muller allows me&o declare (what delicacy at that 
time prevented me from afferting) his full conviction that the Tzar was the real Demetrius. “ As his 
imponure.” he faid *' is an article of faith, 1 Could not venture to publilh my real opinion in this country. 
But in perufing my account with attention, you will perceive that the arguments which 1 have advanced in 
favour of the impofture, are weak and inconclufive.” He added, finding, '/ If you write' on the fohjeCt, 
refute me with fieedom; but do not mention my confeflion during my life-time.” He then related a con- 
verfation with the Emprefs on this fubjeA, when (he was at Mofeow, “ 1 am informed,” (he faid, “ that 
you doubt whether Griika was an impoftor ; tell me freely what is yenr opinion i” Muller refpeCffully 
evaded the queftion } but being ftill further preffed, replied, ** Your Majefty is well acquainted that the 

6 body 
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Chap. VIII.— ^ the Princefs Sophia Alexirfna.’-^Mifi’eprefeniation of her Character . — 
Juftijication of her CondtiCl.-—Her Fall and Imprifonment.-^Unjiflly accufed of attempt- 
ing to ajfajftnate Peter.-— She ajfumes the Veil.— Her Death. 

SCARCELY any portion in the annals of this country is more important than the 
minority of Peter tl^e Great ; and no charader more grofsly mifreprefented than that 
of his filler Sophia Alexieiha, who governed Ruflia during that period. This illuflri. 
ous Princefs united many perfonal and mental accomplifhments ; but as fhe headed a 
party in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry univerfally paid to him has contributed to 
diniinilh the luftre of her adminiftration. 

I was led into thefe refleflions from a vifit which I paid to the Devitchei nunnery in 
the fuburbs of Mofcow, where Sophia was confined during the lafl: feventeen years of 
her life ; and as we have fcarcely any knowledge of her character but through the me- 
dium of her adverfaries, I fhall throw together a few particulars, which induce me to 
judge favourably of her condud *. 

Sophia 


body of the true Demetrius is depofited in the cathedral of St. Michael ; that he is adored as afaintt s^nd his 
relics perform miracles. What will become of thefe relics (hould Grillca be proved to be the real Deme-* 
trius True/* returned the Emprefs, fmiling, but let me know what would be your opinion if thefe 
relics did not exiil Mullcfi haweveri ftill prudently declined giving a direft anfwer^ and the Emprefs 
urged him no farther. 

This confeflion of Mr Muller^ who was the moil able advocate of the opinion^ that the Tzar was an 
impoftori might perhaps render it unncctfiary to reprint the remaining part of the chapter^ which was 
principally employed in refuting his arguments ; but for the fatisfadlion m the reader^ who may wifh to fee 
the iUtements on both (idea of the queition» it is inferted in the Appendix. 

* Three foreign writers have principally contributed to render the charafter of Sophia extremely odious. 

1. The firit is Gordon» in his ^ Life of letter the Great , But his teftimony is extremely exceptionable, 
as well on account of his partiality to Peter, as becanfe he was prejudiced againit Prince Vaifili Galitzin^ 
Sophia's prime minilieri for having degraded his relation and patron General Patrick Gordon. See Korb 
Diarium, p. 2i6. ^ ^ ^ 

The fecond author is La Neuvillcy in his ** Relation de la Mofeouie^^ who dignifies himfelf with the 
title of Envoy from the King of Poland to the court of Mofcow, and is generally fuppofed to have been 
refident in that city at the time of Semhia’s full. His authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftionable, and 
the enemies of this Princefs have not hiiled to cite it in proof of their accufations. Any perfon, however, 
in the leaft converfant with the hiflory of Ruifia, will perceive in this work the groflhft contradidions, and 
the mod abfurd tales. The author, after loading the character of Sophia with more deceit and cruelty than 
ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Csefar Borgia, adeds the mod: perfeA knowledge of the fecret cabals be- 
tween her and Prince Galitztn : be aiTerts their intention of marijing, of re-uniting the Greek and Latin 
churches, of compelling Petc^r to aflume the monadic habit, or, if that failed, of afTaifinating him, of de- 
claring the children of Ivan illegitimate, and of fecuring the throne to themfelves and their heirs. And aa 
if this chimerical prejedt was fure of fuccefs, he adds, Prince Galitzin had dill further views : he hoped, by 
re-uniting' Ruflia to the Roman catholic church, to obtain the Pope’s perihiflion (if he (hould 1‘urviye So- 
phia) to appoint his fon fuccefibr to the throni;, in preference to thofe whom he (hoq|d have by the Princefs^ 
while his wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts carrv their own refutation, and the writer who retails' 
them mud furely deferve no credit, even (hould he be ** le tetnoin occtilaire,” as Voltaire dyles him, de, 
ce qui fe paiTa*” But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow, is « fuppofititious perfon : the author was Adrien 
Baiilet, who ftylcd himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that name, in which he was born, and was never 
in Ruflia. The ** Relation ek la Mofeovie,^* was publimed at the Hague in 1699 j and was probably coih- 

S ilcd by thi^uthor from the vague accounts of tome of Peter’s adherents, who in 1697 accompanied that 
lonarcn into Holland. 

In Menkciii Bibliotheca, La << Relation de la Mofeovie^^ is mentioned among the works of Adrien Baillet, 
for an account of whom, fecNxeeron, ** Hommee liiufircs article Ad* Baillct. 

WOL. VI. 4 M 3. Voltaire 
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Sophia was bora in Odober, 1658. Her father, Alexiy Michaelovitch, was twice 
married } by his firft wife Mam Ilinitchna, of the family of Milolaffki, he had Feodor, 
Ivan, and feveral Princeifes, among whom was Sophia ; and Peter the Great by his 
fecond wife Natalia Kirilofna, of the ^mily of Nariikin. During Maria’s life, her family 
enjoyed confiderable influence *, but after her deceafe, and upon Alexey’s marriage with 
Natalia, their power was eclipfed by the fuperior afcendancy of the Narifkins. Hence 
two parties were formed at court, and perpetual quarrels took place between the chil- 
dren of Alexey by his firil wife, and their ftep-mother Natalia. During this period, 
Ivan Michaelovitch Milolaffki, the head of that &mily, endeavourM fecretly to under- 
mine the Narilkins : he attributed to their influence the increafe of the taxes, and the 
delay in paying, the ttfoops, and reproached them as the authors of all the grievances 
'which were urged againft the government of Alexey. By thefe and other artifices he 
labound to render them unpopular ; and having gained a large body of Strelitz *, 
waited for a favourable opportunity to execute bis defirast* On the acceflion of Feo- 
dor, his relations, the family of Milolaffki, re-aflumed their importance, and the Narif- 
)dns were excluded from all fhare in the adminiflration of afiairs. 

Sophia gained the affe£i;ion of her brother Feodor, by the fuperiority of her under- 
ftanding, infinuating addrefs, and unwearied attention during bis long illnefs. To her 
the Tzar, whofe innrmities rendered him unfit to govern, religned the diredion of af- 
^rs, and at her fuggeftion, placed his foie confidence in Prince Vaflili Galitzin, a noble- 
man who had greatly diflinguifhed himfelf under the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, for 
his political abilities. 

Feodor dying without iflue, April 1682, Ivan his brother, and rightful heir of the 
throne, was excluded from the fucceffion on account of his incapacity, and his half- 
brother Peter declared Tzar. In regard to this event, the partizans of Peter endea- 
voured to eftablifli two pofitions : 1. That he was raifed to this dignity in confequence 
of Feodor’s exprefs appointment ; and 2. By the unanimous voice of toe nation. 

With refped; to the firfl pofition, the nomination of Peter { ; when we confider that 
Feodor was governed by Sophia and his own family, it is not probable, that he ihould 
z€t in dired oppofition to their interefls ; and enfure, by the nomination of Peter, the 
adminiflration of affairs to the Narifkins. This flate of the cafe has been lately eflab- 
lifhed by a Ruflian hiftorian §, who informs us, from the authority of authentic records 
that Peter did not owe his elevation to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to 


Voltaice has contributed more than any other writes to fpread reports injorions to Sophia ; but the 
truth of his narrative of her nTcf adminiHracion, and fall, is liable to the ftrongeft objediions : he draws 
many fads, urged againft Sophia, from the work of the fuppofed Po 1 i(h envoy* La Neuville, which has 
been Ihown to be of no authority, and extrads the remainder almoft folely from certain memoirs, which 
were tranfmitted to him by order of the Emprefs Elizabeth, Peter's daughter. 

But the violent prepofleffions conceived againft the memory of this unfortunate Princefs begin to fubfide. 
Muller has ventured to juftify her charader in fome inftances ; the author of the ** Antidote to the Abbe 
de Chappe's Journey into Siberia," fpeaks of her in a favourable manner; and L'Evefque has evidently 
ihown, that her charade has been grofsly mifreprefented. I had already finiihed this chapter, as well as 
the laft, before his htftory made its ^pcarance, and though the arguments af that judicious hiftorian had no 
flwre in forming, they certainly confirmed my opinion in favour of Sophia. ^ 

* The Ruffian repments qf guards were called Strelitz, or Streltu, until they were fupprefled, and the 
name abolifhed by Peter the Great, 
t SumorokoPs Aufruehr der Strelitzen, P* 4« ^ 

Feodor avant d’expirer, voyant quelon frere Ivan, trop difgracid de It naturCi £uit IKcapable dc 
icgner, nomma pour heritier des Rimes foo fecond frere Pierre," ftc* VoUaire. 

^ Prince Sherebatof. See Bach. Ruff. Bib. vol. v. p. 50a. 
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the fuflfrages of thofe perfcHis in whom the right of nominating the fucceflbr was 
veiled. , * 

In regard to the fecond poiition, the unanimity of Peter's eledion ; Muller, who 
has explored the Ruffian archives with a view of afcertaining this point, can fupply us 
with no better proofe than the following information * : 

** Soon after the death of Feodor, all the fervants of the court, the officers, and 
ecclefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, alTembled in the palace and court-yard to kifs 
the hand of the deceafed Monarch ; after which ceremony they alfo kilTed the hands of 
the two Princes Ivan and Peter, the former of whom was fixteen, and the latter ten 
years of age. The ill health of Ivan, the bopefol appearance of Peter, and thp well- 
known prudence and virtue of his mother t» induced all who were prefent to prefer the 
younger to ,the older brother, and unanimoufly to raife Peter to the throne. The 
ailoniihing quiet and unanimity with which this important affair was accompliihed, 
feems to prove, that it was preconcerted by the Patriarch and principal nobility. The 
Patriarch Joachim defcended from a noble family, was at the head of this tranfaftion. 
1 he principal courtiers, ecclefiaftics, nobles, officers, merchants, and a great concourfe 
of people being aflembled before the imperial palace, he demanded of them whom they 
w'ould nominate I'zar, Ivan or Peter; the queilion extremely mufmlt but, being 
juftified by the circumftances, was anjTwered in favour of Peter. Probably the party of 
Ivan did not forefee that a younger prince, who was a minor, would be preferred to his 
elder brother.; and were therefore not prepared to make any oppojition to the appdntmeni 
Peter. 

** Two contradidory accounts of this nomination are given in two of the moil authen- 
tic records in the archives of Mofcow. The firil informs us that Ivan, as the eldeil, 
publicly renounced his right to the crown,^before it could be conferred upon Peter : the 
fecond makes no mention of this renunciation, but afcribes the appointment of Peter to 
the general wiibes of the nation.** 

The firil record in the office for foreign affairs thus relates the tranfadion : 

** And the Patriarch Joachim, and the metropolitans and archbiihops, and all the 
clergy, and the Siberian and Kaffimqvian princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitflii, and 
the Doumnie-Di^, and the Stolnics and Straeptffii, and the nobifity of Mofcow,-and 
the Shilitfi, and the nobles from the country, and the foldimrs and Goili, and the mer- 
chants and people, entreated the Princes, Ivan and Peter, that one of them would pleafe 
to afcend the hereditary throne of Ruffia,** &c. And the Tzarovitch Ivan laid, ** It 
being advantageous for the public that my brother the Tzarovitt^ and Great-duke 
Peter ihould afcend the throne of Ruffia, hecaufe bit mother the Tzarma Natalia is alive : 
I, therefore, the Tzarovitch and Great-duke Ivan, refign the throne to the Tzarovitch 
and Great-duke Peter. And tbe-Tzan and Great-duke Peter afcended the throne.** 

According to the other record, wbidi is in the Journal of Occurrences at court : 

** The I^triarch demands of the perfons affenfoled for the nomination of the new 
Sovereign, whom they would elefl, Ivan or Pi^er. And the Stolnics and Siraptfiii, and 
the Nobles, and the Diald, and the. Shilitfi, aud the Dietiboiraikif and the Guili, and 
the merchants, and the other people of different ranks, anfwered unanimoufly, that the 
throne of all the kingdoms of the j^t Ruflian emj^e belonged to Peter Alexievitch; 
then the Patriurch addreffed the Boiars,. Okolnitflu, privy councellors, and principal 
« 

* Von l^cter’s dci GrolTen crftorn Oalangung zum Thron. in Jour. Pet. for 17^0. 

f Thia Prinoefi was then fcan»dy twenty<*four yeart of age, and had given no jproofa of prudence and 
wilopm. L’Evefque more juftly ilyiei her jcune princeffe qui n’avoit pu fe fahne encore aucune 
reputation,’’ 
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perfons belonging to the court ; and the Boiars, &c. anfwered unaminoufly,.The Tza- , 
rovitch and Great-duke Peter is, 'by, the choice of all the ftates and people of the Muf- 
cuvite empire. Tzar and Great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruflia.” 

We may remark upon thefe extraQs, that being compiled by the friends of Peter,^ 
even If they did not contradict each other, their authority would be exceedingly excep-* 
tionable ; nor could their filence, with refpeft to any oppofition, be confidered as a fuf» 
ficient teftimony that the fuifrages in favour of Peter were unanimous ; becaufe his ad- 
herents would never record any particulars tending in tlie fmalleft degree to invalidate 
his pretenfions, or fupport ihofe of Ivan. Befides, when we recolIe'Ct the power of the 
family of MilolafHci during the reign of Feodor, the influence which Prince Vaffili Ga- 
litzin muft have acquired from his office of prime minifter, and particularly the infinu- 
ating manners and popularity of Sophia, (all of whom were bound, not only by the 
ftrongeft ties of interefl, but even for their common fecurity, to fupport the caufe of 
Ivan,) it is not probable, that the nomination of Peter was as unanimous as it is repre- 
fented. And indeed it is certain *, that a nobleman, named Sumbalof, objeCled to the 
validity of the eleftion, becaufe the younger brother was preferred to the elder j that his 
remonftrance was followed by thofe of many others, and that even the Patriarch Joa- 
chim, who is efteemed by MulleV a ftrong advocate of Peter, foon afterwards embraced 
the party of Ivan : thefe circumftances leem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
throne by the unanimous voice of the nation .; but that the fuifrages of the affembly had 
been furfrized by the fecret machinations of the Narilkins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his nomination was obtained, received as foie 
Sovereign, the fealty of his fubjeCts ; and the government was entrufled to his mother 
Natalia. But the party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and powerful ; his eleClion 
was not as yet confirmed by the whole body of Strelitz, who, to ufe the fpirited expref- 
fionof a Ruffian author,. poffelTed above fourteen thoufand armed votes!; and their 
peculiar fituation at this important junClure rendered them fit inftruments of a new 
revolution. 

Juft before Feodor’s demife, nine of thefe regiments, quartered at Mofeow, having 
tumultuoully afl'embled, demanded redrefs of ill-treatment received from their colonels, 
and an inftant difeharge of all their arrears. Prince George Dolgorucki, their chief, 
having ordered one of the ringleaders to be feized, ftripped, and punifhed with the 
knoot, an immediate infurreClion was the confequence ; the executioners were infulted, 
and the prifoners refeued |. On the day fubfequent to the interment of Feodor, the 
fcldiers proceeded in a large body to the JCreralin, and prefented a petition againft nine 
of their colonels, who being deliveretl to them by the miniftry, were publicly whipped 
and difeharged §. Ivan Milolaflki inflamed the difeontents of this mutinous body, and 
though conftned to his chamber by a pretended ficknefs, contrived to hold feveral inter- 
views with the. ringleaders, who attembled at night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed 
of being prefent at thefe meetings, of diftributing money to the principal infurgents, and 
of exafperating them againft the family of Narifkm. On the morning of the t5th of 
May, a report bbiog Jpread that Peter ms not unammoufly elefted, the drtuns beat to 
arms by order of Ivan Milolafflci, and the Strelitz being tunwiltuoully aflembied, two 
perfons of his party entered' their quarters, crying, “ The hour of vengeance is at hand, 
Ivan Alexievitch is alTaffinated, and. the NArifkins are mafters of Ru^; revenge the 
murder of the Tzarovitch.” The foldiers, inflamed to fury by thefe exclamations, 

* Sumorokofy p. 55«*57. t 1419^ bewaffne^e ftimime* Sumorokof, p« 

J GordoDy p. yo. 5 Gordon, p. 72 , ; and Voltaire., ‘ 
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marched with drums beating and colours dying to the Kremlin, tolled the great bell, 
furrounded the palace, and demanded the aflaflins of Ivan. Although the Tzarina im- 
mediately produced both Ivan and Peter j yet the infurgents were not appealed, but 
vehemently required the execution of the Nafifkins. Their fury was ftill further aug- 
mented by a rumour induftrioufly circulated, that Ivan Narilkin, the brother of fhe 
Tzarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes. In the midft of this tumult, one of 
the officers ventured to harangue, the foldiers; he affured them, that Ivan Alexiavitch 
was in perfed fafety j that all their grievances fhould be redreffed, and exhorted them 
to difperfe. This harangue feemed to make a fcndble impreffion, and the tumult was 
fubfiding ; when Prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened them with the fevereft 
puniffiment for their mutiny and rebellion : inflamed by this ill-timed menace, they 
Icized the Prince, hurled him into the air, received him upon their pikes, and hewed 
his body to pieces. This aflaffination was the prelude to a more general maffacre; which 
continued during three days without intermillion. Not only the two brothers of the 
Tzarina, and a few others mofl: obnoxious to the infurgents, fell vi£lims to their fury, 
but feveral perfons, by no means unpopular, were facrificed amidfl the general confu- 
fion, and Mofcow underwent a general pillage. 

To clofe this horrid feene, the principal nobles aflembl^d on the 1 8th of May, and, 
by a compromife between tlie two parties^ Ivan and Peter were declared joint Sovereigns; 
but as Ivan was incapable of governing, and Peter in his minority, the adminiflration o£ 
affairs was veiled in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions were drawn unfavourable 
to that Princefs : fhe was accufed of having maintained a fecret intelligence with the 
ringleaders of Strelitz, of exciting them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering money 
and fpirituous liquors to be diflributed among the foldiers, and even of delivering them 
a lift * of forty nobles whom fhe had proferibed. All her adlions are malignantly in- 
terpreted : when Ivan Narilkin was led to execution, fhe publicly accompanied the 
'Pzarina and Patriarch to intercede for his life, placed the image of the Virgin Mary in 
his hands to flop the fury of the Strelitz, and endeavoured, though in vain, to footh his- 
alfaffins t* They who judge unfavourably of her conduft, fay, that this compaflion was 
only feigned ; and that fhe fecretly inftigated* his aflaffination, though fhe outwardly 
aflefted to intercede J. Upon this fuppofition, the whole conduft of Sophia implies fuch 
a deep-laid fcheme of hypocricy, artifice, and revenge, as feems rather adapted to a po- 
litician grown grey in iniquity, and long pra^Iifed in the arts of fedition, than to a Prin- 
cefs like Sophia, only in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 

But the caufes which led to this revolution, may be traced from feveral evj^nts in the reign 
of Alexey Michaelovitch, long before Sophia had the lead influence in political aftairs, and 
particularly from the domeflic feuds in the imperial family. It appears alfo that the firfl 
infurreflion of the Strelitz was cafual ; occafiontd by the arrears of pay, and the unpopu- 
larity of the colonels, and cannot, with the lead degree of probability, be imputed to the 
intrigues of Sophia ; therefore fhe can only be accufed, even by the mod malignant in- 
terpretation of her condufl, of availing herfelf pf that mutiny to procure the eledionof 
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference between affer-ting the injuflice of (lis exclu- 
fion from the throne or, under the mafk of moderation and candour, inflaming to 

• ‘ ’n 

* ^“Enfin, Sophie,’* fays Voltaire, “ fait remettre entre leurs mains une lifte cle f^uarante fclgn^urs quVlle 
appcllc Icurs cnemia, ct ceux dc I’Etat ct qu’ifs doivcfit maflacrer.” I cannot give cretlit to this lift of forty- 
nobles, which Voltaire compares piofcriptlons de Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome.” Whoever will 

attentively perufe the account of the ciifuing maftacre in Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the 
fury of the Strelitz, except againft the Nariikins, was. more dircifled by chance than by deftgn. 

f GdVdon,,p. 8i. • t bumorckuf. 
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inadnefs the fury of a difaifedled foldiery, and calmly leading them from afiaflination to 
aflaflination *. * . 

^ut is it not more reafonable to fuppofe, that Ivan Milolaflki, who had, during the 
reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, formed a party againfl; the Narilkins, ihould take ad* 
vantage of the fedition of the Strclitz, with whom he had long entertained a fecret in* 
telligencej and that Sophia was the oilenfible inflrument of hisdefigns? In a word, 
that (he was raifed to the regency by the cabak of a powerful party, who forefaw their 
own ruin in the nomination of Peter ; and who, in the' midll of an infurreQion, held 
forth to this licentious body the unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were not wanting 
to prove that the incapacity of Ivan was no bar to his eleflion : a memorable inftance 
was exhibited in the perfon of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notwithllanding his imbecility, 
was raifed to the throne, and a regency entrufted with the adminiltration of affairs f. 
It muft alfo be confider^, that Peter, then only in his eleventh year, had not difpbycd 
any inftances of that vaft fuperiority of underltanding, which afterwards marked his 
charader; and that his mother, who was to fway the reins of emi)ire, was a perfon of 
no experience, and extremely unpopular. Nor is it matter of furprize that the care of 
Ivan and the admimftration of government ihould be comtnitted to Sophia. The vie* 
torious fimily would naturally choofe a regent devoted from intercfl and inclination 
to their party ; a perfon of imperial lineage, popular manners, refpeftable charafter, 
and great abilities ; all thefe requifites centered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the ambitious defigns of Sophia ; they una* 
nimoufly concur in delineating her engaging manners, the beauties of her perfon the 
vigour and wifdom of her adminiltration, and her extenfive plans for the advantage of 
her country. 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in Prince Vaflili Galitzin, commonly known 
by the name of the Great Galitzin, a moll able minilter and confummate politician. 
The fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of a later period, attributed her par* 
tiality to a fofter palfion, though he was above fixty years of age; and her enemies 
have not even fcrupled to declare $, that Ihe had formed the plan of afialfinating the 
two Tzars, ufurping the throne, and efpoufing Prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a 
divorce from his wife. 

Sophia has been alfo accufed not only of neglefling the education of Peter, but of 
introducing him into the company of the mod profligate young men, and encouraging 


* ** Taiidn que ks Strelitz commen^aient alnfi a fe faire craindre, la PiincelTe Sophk, jui la ammaii /out 
fotiMi pour let eonduire de crime en crime^** dec. Voltaire, 
f S. R. G. vol. i. p. 19. 

i Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St. Peterlburg in the beginning of thii century, fays of Sophia. 
** the Tzar was frequently heard to declare, that, excepting her inordinate ambition, (he was a Princefs of 
great perfonal and mental accomplilhments.’’ Ver. Ruff. vol. i. p. 143.- - ^ - V oltaire clofesa fpirited por- 
trait by faying, ** m^JigureagriaHexAvioxX, tout fes talens.” Perry deferibes her, at the time of the re- 
volution, as a handfme young lady, then upwards of twen^-three. He came into Ruifia in 1702, two 

J ears before her death ; and though be never favr bimfelf, on account of her imprifonment, muft have 
nown many who had been ^rfonally acduatnled with her. Perry’s State of Ruifia, p. i43.-~-.Sumoro« 
kof fays of her, that (he poffeffed a good underftanding and greai leautgt p. io.~— Many other authors 
might be quoted to the fame puipofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice will not invent to depre- 
ciate an obnoxious chara(fter, the fuppofititiobs PoUih envoy,Xa Neuville, has mifreprefentedher perfon as 
much as her conduA i Sophie dont Pefpric & le merite ne tienneat rien de la AJfwwke defmt eorpSf etani 
d*unegroJeur monjlreufe. avee unettte large emrne m h^ea,u^ da feil mtxn/age^ da boAt am iambet Sc lu moins 
AO ans ; mats autant que fa^ taille eft eear/e, Of gfqffierei autant fon efprit eft ftn, delie 3 c politique ; 3 c 
tans avoir jamais Ifi Machiavel, die poflede naturellement toutes les maximes,” 3cc. R* Kt. 

Gordon, p. 86. || iVoltaire. 


his 



OOXB*$ TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 639 

his propenfity to every fpectes of excefs which might enervate his frame, weaken his 
underftanding, and render him averfe to buhneis. Thi^ calumny, however, has been 
amply refuted by Muller *, who has (hewn, from unqueftionable authority, that Ivan 
and Peter had two diflFerent courts ; the education of Peter was foldy entrufted to his 
mother ; and if improper perfons were placed about him, the blame mud fall upon her, 
and not upon Sophia. With refpefl: to his propenfity to drinking, that vice vras ex- 
tremely common in Ruflia,* and -Prince Valfilif Galitzin was as remarkable for his 
fobriety'as the favourijes of Peter, Le Fort and Boris Galitzin, were notorious for in- 
temperance. “ Le Fort,” fays a writer who was in Livonia when the Tzar and his 
fuite pafTed through that country in his fird journey to Holland, ** is a man of good 
underiianding ; very perfonablc, engaging, and entertaining; a true Swifs for probity 
and bravery, but for drinking. Open tables are kept every where, with trumpets 
and mufic, attended with feafting and exceflive drinking, as if His Tzarilh Majefty had 
been another Bacchus. I have not yet feen fuch hard drinkers ; it is not polfible to 
exprefs it, and they boaft of it as a mighty qualification 

Thus it appears that Peter had examples of intemperance in his own houfehold ; and 
it cannot be iuppofed that Le Fort was the creature of .Sophia. The etfident falfehood 
of fuch virulent accufations (hould induce us not to credit other calumnies ; particularly 
the charge that (he attempted to deftroy,Peter by poifon, which, though it failed of its 
intended eire£t, difordered his confiitution, and occafionally produced melancholy and 
dcfpair bordering on madnefs. This report took its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic 
fits i a diforder common in his family, which gradually diminilhed as he grew (Ironger, 
but never entirely forfook him. Before an attack, the natural vehemence and favage- 
nefs of his temper broke out with redoubled violence, and rendered him the terror of 
all who approached him. Ihe inveterate rancour with which the enemies of Sophia 
have calumniated her memory, is in no infiance more evident than from their ab- 
furdly imputing the brutal ferocity of Peter to the effe^ls of poifon which Ihe admi- 
nifiered§. 

But it is time to trace the principal caufes of her fall. Sophia, to whom Ivan fur- 
rendered the direflion of affairs, aifuroed fome exterior marks of homage, which feena 
to have been hiiherto appropriated only to the fovereigns of Rulfia. While the heads 
of her two brothers were impreffed on one fide of the coins, her image, arrayed with 


• Joiirn of St Ptt. Mar. 177^ p i 68 » 169. 

f ** Cialii/.in was the only man of quality in Riillia who couM entertain^ without fotcing hi^ company to 
drink to exetfs. Brandy, the liquor which flowed at every other table, wasfeldom fl?cn at his, who never 
drank any himiclF, hui took much delight in rational and ingenious converlatibn.*' 

, Mottley^s Life of Peter. 

i Account of Livonia, p. 293. 

^ 11 prenoit quclquefots dea acces d’humeur chagrine, ou il femblait frappe de I’idee noire qu*on vou* 

IKit attenter a fa perfonne, ct ou fts amis les plus familiers crarghaient fes emportemens Css accls 
ETAIBNT VN RBSTE fatal X»U poison. aB9VT 1>S SON AMHITIEUSB SOEUR SoPHIB. On cn COII- 

naiflait Papproche a certains mouvement conyuffifi Jefabemhi. L’Imperatrice ^tait avertie. . hlle venait lui 
parler ; le ton de cette voix le calmait a Pintiaot. EUe le faifait afleoir, et s’emparaft en le cajolant de fa 
t 4 te, qu’elle giattait dottcement. C’ttait comme un chaime, qui en peu de minutes. Pour ne 

pas troubler ioti fommeO^ elle foutenait fa t£te fur fon fein, fanf^^e rdmueV fend^t deux ou trots irures. Alortr 
il fe reveillait, entierement ralfis et rdmis, au lieu qu^avent qu’elle cflt dtudid cette maniere fl fitnple de le 
foulager^ cesaceSa' etaient la terreur de ceux quiPapprochateat, ai'ant cauTeydit on, quelques malheurs, et 
^tant fuivi de maux de tin sfffrAtx, qui thraieui dee ioumies eniietts.*^ Baffeviiz in Buf R M ix. p 294. 
btrange efftdls of poifon given in his infancy. Tnofe who have been ufed to fee pcifons in epileptic fits, 
will eafily difeoyer all the tifeds of that diforder from the wbrds in Italics. BUhop Burnet fays, he waa 
fuljeA to convulfive motions all over his body, and his head feemed to be affc£Ud with thefe.’* 
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the crown, fceptre, and imperial robe, was damped upon the reverfe j in the public a£ls 
her name was added to the fighature ojF the two Tzars *, and flie appeared in procef- 
fions decorated with all the enfigns of royalty f ; circumftances which gave umbrage to 
the rival family, and afforded a fpecious pretence for inveighing againfl: her ambitious 
defigns. 

Peter, as he advanced in years, and felt himfelf born for empire, beheld with diffatis- 
fa^lion the power lodged in the hands of a rival party : encouraged by his mother and 
her adherents, he claimed a fliare in the adminiftration, and took his feat, for the firfl 
time, in the privy council, on the a5th of January, 1688, in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Sophia, though unwilling to refign any part of her authority, could not withhold 
her confent ; but as Peter’s fpirit was above controul, Ihe availed herfelf of forae violent 
altercations which paffed between them, to exclude him from his feat. From this pe- 
riod their dillenfionsarofe to fo great an height, as to threaten an open rupture ; and the 
fall of the one feemed neceflary for the fecurity of the other J. 

Things remained in this ftate of jealoufy and variance until September, 1689 ; when 
the afpiring genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his undivided autho- 
rity by the fall and imprifonment of Sophia. By tne advice of Boris Galitzin and the 
Narifkins, Peter refolved to arreft his fitter, and feize th(? reins of government. It is 
aflferted by his adherents §, that Sophia and Prince Vaflili Galitzin, apprized of his in- 
tentions, determined to prevent their own ruin by his affailination } that they gained 
over the chief of the Strelitz and a corps of fix hundred men, and a£lually commilfioned 
them to perpetrate that inttimous deed. Peter had retired .to fieep at his palace of 
Preobafhenfki near Mofeow ; when two j| of the confpirators, it is faid, ttruck with hor- 
ror at their crime, quitted their companions, and battened to the young Tzar with the 
information, that a body of Strelitz were upon their march to aiTaiTinate him. Peter 
refofed to credit their report, until it was confirmed by Boris GaKtzin and one of his 
uncles, whom he difpatched to reconnoitre ; and the confpirators were, already fo near 
that he had fcarcely time to make his efcape^. 'He inttantly proceeded to the convent 
of the Holy Trinity, where troops flocked from all quarters, and in three days he had an 
army of fixty thoufand men under his command. 

MeanYi'hile Sophia, in a ttate of conttemation, demed all intercourfe with the con- 
fpirators, exprefied the utmott horror at their attempt, difpatched repeated meifages 
to her brother to juttify her conduft, and even let off in peiibh to affert her innocence ; 
but was ordered to return to Mofeow, and deliver the ringleaders of the mutiny. Soon 
afterwards'Peter himfelf repaired to the capital : the principal confpirators being tor- 
tured in his prefence, confeffed a defign againtt his life, and fuffered the feverett punifh- 
% 

* She did not (ign her name in the public decrees ttntil 1687. Buf. Hift. Mag. vol. i. p. 9. 

t Thefe circumftances cannot imply a defign of ufurping the foverejgn authority ; for me was only ac- 
cufed, even by her encifniesi of fecretly confpiring againft Peter, and not of an open attempt to feize the 
crown. 

J Journ, of St. Pet. for 1778, p. 175, 176. J Gordon. 

II It is remarkable, that this fame ftory*^of two confpirators who were engaged to aflalfinatc Petert 
but, repenting, difeovered the plot, is again related as happening hi 1697 • Shmidt. RulT. Gef. vol. ii- 
P* 50- 

f Voltaire, though convinced of SopbtVi intention to aflafiinate Peter, and notwithfianding the intelli- 
gence he received from the court of Pc^ter/burg:, can only give us the following fcanty informations La 
Ncuville a/orsa Mofeow, H tmoln ocuUttre de ce yut pretend f 114 Sophie et Galitzin eogagerent 

le nouveau chef des Strdlitz a tear facrifier leur jeune Ckar ; il parait au motns que fix-cent de ces Strelitz 
devaient s*emparer de fa j^rfbnne. Les memolres fccrettes que h cour de Ruflie m’a confine, aflurent que 
le parti etoit pris de tuer rierre Premier $ k coup allait itre porte, et la RulCe ctait priv6'a jamais de la 
nouYcUc exiftence> qu’eUe/^ &c. 
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menr. • Vafllli Galitzin* was baniflied into Siberia, and Sophia itnprifoned for life in 
the Devitchti nunnery ; Peter alone aflUmed. the reins of government, and fountl fut- 
ficient fcope for his vaft and enterprizing genius j while the name of Ivan was ftill in- 
ferted, as a matter of formality, in the public adls until his death, which happened, in 
1696. ' 

Such are the principal circurhftances of this extraordinary revolution j but this is the 
account given by the vi^orio us party, and the caufe of Sophia has never undergone a 
candid ejpaminatiori. It may be impoffible to exculpate her entirely from ambitious 
views ; Ihe might be unwilling to relinquifli a power which fhe had long enjoyed, and 
exercifed with great ability ; ihe might elteem the right of Ivan to the throne as fupe- 
rior to that of Peter, and confider Peter*8 acquifttion to the foie fovercignty as the 
certain prelude to her own deftrud^onj but we have no politive evidence f that flie 
Cionfpired againft her brother’s life ; . and perhaps the whole ftory of the intended aflaf- 
ftnation was feigned by Boris Galitzin ( and her enemies. She wanted not opportu- 
nities of efcaping from Ruifia,'and never Would have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter’s preferice, to affert her innocence, had the proofs pf her guilt been as ffrpng 
as her adverfaries pretended. In a word, the conoid between Peter and Sophia was 
the confii£t of two rivals inpatient of cpntroul, and ftriving for pre.-eminence{ the caufe 
of the fuccefsful party was deemed juifl: and equitable, and the Vanquifhed fa^on loaded 
with every fpecies of enormity. 

The reftlefs fpirit of .Sophia, brooding m the foliti^de of a convent, is faid to have ex- 
cited frelh troubles and infurreftions V and, during her life, no cd&fpiracy was formed 
againft Peter, in which (he was not fofpe&ed of being concerned. She was more par- 
ticularly accufed of being privy to the rebellion in .1697 1 when eight thoufand Strelitz, 
feizing the opportunity of Peter’s abfence upon his travels, rofein arms on the frontiers 
of Lithuania, and marched towards Mofeow. The rebels were defeated by the addrefs 
and courage of General Patrick Gordon ; many Were put to the fword, and the re- 
mainder furrendered at diferetion. The Tzar received at Vienna the account of the mu- 
tiny and defeat of the Strelitz, andinftantly baftened to Mofeow to examine the delin- 
quents in perfdh. . 

Peter was anxious to difeover the caufes of the rebellion; to learn by whofe intrigues 
it was excited, and, above all, to convid Sophia, whom%e charged with fomenting the 
public •difeontents, and holding a correfpondence with the rebels. But as no perfons 
could give immediate and: pertinent anfwers to h^s queftions, he entertained fufpicions 
of all his courtiers, and determined to in^tute a court of inquiry at^hls p&lace of Preo- 
bralhenfld, where the inftrumentS of toi;^re wefe brought^ The Tzar himfelf examined 
the accufed, urged them to confeftlon, and ordered thofe who maintained filence to be 
racked in his prefence.' 'The cruelty^of.the tortureS'^employed bn this occafion was in- 
exprei&bly dreadful ; humap nature .Ihuddors at the recital ; but it is neceftary to men- 
tion them in juftification of Sophia. SbnW of the rebels Were repeatedly whipped; 

* Thw able miHifter his fatf|wenty-fpur ye*«4 he fcbm^rifoo. iu 1711, and died 

at hl8owneftat« m'1713'. ' ' ^ v.', ’ . ' • • 

t We have DO certain proofs that Day df the Sophia of being privy to any defign upon 

Ptter^slife ; and, 'eyeti if they did name her as aU acc6iDplice»' their evidehce» extorted by the rack, is by 
no means to be depended on*: ^ ^ * 

X' It appears from ihefoJl(>win|f jpaflage, that the difcovcry of Sophia^s defigris cafmc from.lhat quarter: 
« Prince iJoris Galit/ifi, a fcithj&r'fubjca ttf'thc T*ar Peter, coming timely to penetrate into his kinf. 
manN Prince Bafil’s dt%ns, put the Taar upon his guard, advifing him, vvjthqut delay, to take the go- 
vernment: into his hands.*' ^ Gordon, voL i. p* 89. 

4 N 


VOL, VI. 


Others 



64a COXS*S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

Others had their flioulders diflocated by a cord and pulley, and in that painful poftur<* 
received the knoot ; many after undergoing the knoot, were roaded over a flow Are, 
the raw parts being expofed to the flame *. Phyficians were prefent to afeertain the 
degree of pain which the unhappy convi£l:s were capable ot fupporting, and to recover 
thofe who had fjinted, that the application of frefli tortures might recommence with the 
renewal of their ftrength. This dreadful inquifilion was continued, without interraiflTion, 
throughout the whole of month of Oflober. Not only every fpccies of puniflmicnt, 
the mofl; refined which human cruelty could devife, was inflided in order to extort an 
accufation of Sophia ; but-promifes of pardon, and even of great promotion, 'were of- 
fered for the fame purpofc to the wretched fufferers in the midft of the inoft excruciating 
agonies t* 

At length a few of the Strclitz |, overcome by the feverity of the torments, or 
fed need by hopes of pardon and the promife of promotion, confeffed an intention to 
fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofeow, to maflTacre all foreigners, to banilh or aiTafTinatc 
the principal nobility, to raife the Tzarovith Alexey to' the throne, and to appoint 
Sophia regent during his minority ; others declared that the ringleaders had drawn 
up a petition, which they intended to prefent to that Frincefs, praying her to accept 
the adminiflration of aflairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia vith being accei&ry to their infurrec- 
tion, yet Peter was fo prejudiced againil her that he put to the torture one of her fe- 
male attendants ; and when no evidence of guilt could be procured by that horrid ex- 
pedient, even examined her in perfon. The Princeis, whofe high fpirit was fubdued 
by her misfortunes, and worn out by a long confinement, could not refrain from 
weeping at the fight of her obdurate brother ; and even extorted tears from Peter 
himfelf, though without melting his refentment §. But neither this, nor eveiy other 
effort employed to convi£l her, was attended with fuccefs ; and the only proof of her 
fecret correfpondence with the rebels was derived from the confeffion of a boy be- 
longing to an officer of the Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed in loaves of 
bread had paffed between Sophia and his mafier ||. The officer, however, peremp- 
torily denied the even upon the rack, and was led to execution, perfifling to the 
laff moment in this affeveration. The cafe feems to i>e, that the innovations of Peter 
created a confiderable number of malcontents ; that the introduSiion of the European 
difcipline, and his partiality to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaffe^Bon of the 
Strelitz to fuch' a degree as to account for their rebellion, without fuppofing any 
cabals on the* part of Sophia; that fhe had long been the object of afle£fion to all the 
enemies of Peter, and was naturally the perfon to whom they would confign the ad* 
miniftration had the revolt been attended with fuccefs. 

• • 

* It appears from Olearius, and other travcilera into KufSa, that thtle tottares were onlioarily ufed 
in that country for the purpofc of forcing confetEon 

f This accomt is extrafied from the Diary of Korb. (vol. i. p. 149 } fccretary of the Auftrian em- 
balTy to Rufiia in 1697, who was prefent at Mofeow during thefe horrid proceedings. He received in- 
ibnnation from fereral ^rnan officers in the fervice of Peter, who were cyf-witneiTes. Kerb’s authority 
h alfo to be depended on in this inflancr, becaufe he fpeaks hijghly in favour of Peter, and condemns the 
ambition of Sophia. Cordon alfo, though fe p^iial to Peter, informs ur, that the rebeb ware tortured aiid 
examined in his prefence. ^ ^ | Qnomndam pertinacii denum vi^a. Korb. ' 

j '* Ad . monafterium Neo virginuns difcemi Tzami, ut fororem foam Sopbiam, diAo monaficrio 
inclufam, examinaret $ publice cnim nuperi tumultna vnlgo Ma habebatur ; primus utriuC^ue introicua 
nberrimas amboium lacrymaa excivilfo dicitar.’* Korb. 

g Gordon, veL Lp-iap, 130. 
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Peter was extremely exafperated againfl: Sophia, and once determined to put her to 
death ; but having changed his refolution, conipelled her to alTume the veil/ To 
(Irike her with terror, and announce to the public that he thought her privy to the 
rebellion, two hundred and thirty Strelitz were hanged withing light of the nunnery 
in which fhe was conhned, and three of the ringleaders fufpendcd upon a gibbet eredted 
clofe to the window of her apartment * ; they held in their hands petitions fimilar to 
that which, according to the confeflion of the Strelitz, was to have been prefented to 
Sophia. . * X 

From this period hiuory is lilent in relation to Sophia : Ihe wiis confined under a 
Arid guard in the monaftery until her death, in July 1704. She was interred in the 
church of the convent ; the tomb is covered with a black cloth, and contains this in> 
fcription: ** A. M. 721a (or 1704 of the Chriftian sera) oh the third of July, died 
Sophia Alexiefiaa, aged forty*fix years, nine months, and fix days ; her monafiic name 
was Sufanna. She had been a nun five years, dghth months, and twelve days: ihe 
was buried the fourth in this church, called the Image of Smoleniko. She was daugh- 
ter of Alexey Michaelo vitch, and of Maria liinitchna.** 

Although Peter always fufpeded the intrigues of his filter, yet he never failed 
paying a juit tribute to her genius and abilides. ** What a pity,** was frequently 
heard to fay, ** that Ihe perfecuted me in. my minority, and that I cannot repofe any 
confidence in her ! otherwife, when 1 am employed abroad, ihe might govern at 
hornet.*’ . ‘ 

One (triking feature in Sophia*s character, which 1 had no opportunity of mention- 
ing, while my inquiry was - chiefly confined to her political condud, muit not be 
omitted. She deferves the veneration of pofterity for patronizing perfons of genius 
and learning, and encouraging, by her own example, the ihtrodufinon of polite litera- 
ture into Ruflia,* then plunged in the deepeft ignorance. At a period when there was 
no national theatre, and when die lowefi: buffooneries, under the name of moralitiet, 
were the foie dramatic reprefentations even, at court, this elegant Princefs tranilated the 
Medec'm malgri lui of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of the cha- 
racters herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy, probably the firft extant in the Ruffian 
language; and ihe compofed it at a time when the moil violmit cabals were excited 
againft her miniftry, and when the mo^ weighty affidrs feemed to engrofs her foie 
attention. 

* GordoDy p. 150. iCorby who ftW them hangings IkySy Tam prope a^pfiis Sophiani cublculi 
feneftrasy ut Sophia cofdem manu facile poflet'attingere/* On this occafion above two thoufand Strelitz 
fiiffercd capital piinifliment. Peter breke at the fame time the whole body of Strelitz^ and aboliihed their 
name. ^ , 

t This anecdoUy which I received from* T*olkon(ki, is confirmed; by a paflage in Perry’s State of 
Ruflia. I remember that upon a certain .dccafion, when mentioa was made of her [i. e. Sophia], the 
Czar himfelf gave her^this cnaraAery that (he was a priiicefs endowed with all the accompli(hments of 
body and mind to perreftiony had it not been for her boundlefs anibitioxu and infatiafale dciire of govern- 
ing.” Vol. i, p. 138. ' . ' 
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CuAT^ IK.— ^Jou' ney from Mcfcow to Novo^orod. —-ProdufUon of the neighbouring 
■ CowUry. — Quadrupeds. — Birds.— .Fijh. — Dycription of the Sterlet,— Torjhok. — Vijh- 
tm-VoloJhok. — Valdai Hills and Lake.—Bremtza. — Wooden Road. — Further Account 
of the Peafants.—7 amjlncs, who furnfh Poji-horjes. — Songs of the Peafants. 

WE quitted Mofcow»on the 14th of September, tmverfod a gently rifing country, 
partly open, and partly overfpread with forefts, paflfed the night at the village of 
'Parlki, inn peafant's cottage, as ufual, and changed horfes the next morning at Klin, 
fituated upon* the Seftra, a broad rivulet. This village had been lately buVnt, and the 
peafants were engaged in rebuilding their huts : near it we obferved a faw-pit, which, 
in this country, was too rar6 an objeft not to attraft our notice. Beyond Savidof we 
croiTed a rivulet, and foon after reached the banks of the Volga, which we coafted to 
Gorodna. The next moraing thefprihgs of our carriage being ready to ftart, and one 
of the wheels in a crazy ftate, we.left it to the care of our fervants, and hired the carts 
of the- country, called which we filled with hay. After a confiderable degree 

of jolting, we arrived at'Tver, which is magnificently fituated upon the elevated banks 
of the Volga. , ■ _ . . 

Tver • owes its brigih to Vlodimir Georgivitch, Great-duke of Vlodiiner, who in 
I iSa raifed a finall fortrefs- at the junftion of the Tvertza and Volga,- to protcft his 
territories againii: the irfcurfions of the inhabitants of.Npvogorod. Afterwards, in 
1240, the Great-duke Yaroflaf 11 , built another citadel on the fpbt now occupied by 
the prefent fortrefs, aind laid the foundation of a new town, which increafing in popula- 
tion and wealth, becanie’the metropolis of an independent fovereignty, c^led from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf III., fon of Yaroflaf II., and brother of Alexander 
Nevlki, received this duchy as his inhentknce, and tranfmitted the fucceffion to a long 
train of defcendants. The laft fovereign of this line was Michael Borifovitch, whofe 
fifter Maria efpouled the Great-duke. Ivan Va;flilievitch I. Notwithftanding this alli- 
ance, an op^n rupture enfued, and in 1486^ Ivan befieged Tver with a large army, 
and compelled Michael to abandon the town,;, and retire into Lithuania. On his re- 
treat, Ivan Vaffilievitch beftowed the town and duchy as a fief bn his eldeft fon Ivan, 
and on his death in 14^0, annexed'f hem to his other dominions. 

Tver is divided into the old and new town j the former, fituated on the oppofite fide 
of the Volga, confifts almoft entirely of wpbden cottages; the latter waS fcarcely fuperior ; 
butin I 7 i 63 ,beihgdellroyed.byadreadfulc 0 nflagration, has rifen with luftrefrom itsaflies. 
The Etnprefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to be Iketched by an eminent ar- 
chitebl, and enjoined that all' the houfes fiiould be re-conftruded in conformity to this 
model. She raifed, at her dwn expence, the Governor’s houfp, the Bifliop’s palace, 
courts of juftibe, thenewexchanie^ prifon, and other public edifices; and offered to every 
perfon, who would .1>tiild a brii^ hoiifeV a loan of V3bol.'for twelve years without in- 
terell. The money advanced on this bccafion aibountod toibovoobl. ; 'and one-third 
of this fum has been fince remitted, 'The ifreets. Which are bfoad and long, iffue in 
a ffraight line from an Odagotai, in the centre : the hpufes are ofrbrick (luccoed white, 
and form a magnificent appearance. Pan bnly of the new town was finiflied : when 
completed, it will confifi; of two oi^gons, with feveral firebts leading to tliem, and 

* See HHl. Geog. B^ffehreibung der Stadt Twer, ftc. Joura Pet, for Noreihber 17S0. 

^ inter- 
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Interfering each other at right-angles ; and would be no inconfiderable ornament * 
to the moft opulent and civilized country 

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, under the infperion of the Bilhop, 
which admits fix hundr^ (ludents. In 1776, theEmprefs founded a fchool for the in- 
ftrurion of two hundred burgher’s children; and in June 1779J an academy for the 
education of the . young nobility of the province. 

Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ; and both the Volga and the Tvertza 
were covered with boats. It owes its principal trade to the advantageous fituation, 
near the conflux of the two rivers, which convey all the goods merchandize fent 
by water from Siberia and the fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. 

The Volga, the largefl: river in Europe, rifes in the foreft of VoIkonfki, at the dif- 
tance of eighty miles from Tver, and begins to be navigable a few miles above the town. 
By means of jhe Tvertza, a communication is made between the Cafpian and the 
Baltic ; as will be explained in a future chapter. The number of barges, which paf- 
fed by the town in 1776 amounted to two thoufand'fiye hundred and thirty-feven ) 
in 1777, to two thoufand .fix hundred and forty-one, and the average number is 
generally computed at two thoufand five hundred and -fifty. The boats are flat-bot- 
tomed, on accouht of the frequent Ihpals^ and are conftrufted with new planks. The 
rudders have a fingular appearance ; th^i handle being a tree of fifty feet long, with a 
pole fixed to a broad piece of timber floating on the fuiface. ' The pilot ilan^ upem- 
a kind of fcaflfold, at the diftance of thinty or forty feet from the Hern, and turns the 
rudder by means of the long handle^ Th^e boats are only built feu: Ohe voyage, and 
on their arrival at Peterfburgh are fold for fuel. 

T have already mentioned the prodigious wafle of wood arifing from the c'uflom of 
forming planks with the axe. To prevent this pra^e.^ which was no lefs ufual 
among the fhipwrights than among the peafants, orders were iflued by government, 
that each veflel paffing the Tver, Jn which was one plank fafhibned with the hatchet, 
Ihould pay a fine of 6L In confequenice of this decree the officer, who levied the 
fine, collefled the fifli year do^ohji iihe feepnd 1 500!., the third lool., and the fourth 
nothing. By jrhis judicious regulation the ufe of the faw has been introduced among 
the Ruffian fhipwrights, and wiU probably in jdme recpinmSnd itfelf to the carpenters 
and peafants. ’ 

The riling fpirit of commerce has adde^ greMly to the wealth and population of the 
town. It contains at prefent ten thpui^d fouti, aiad the number of inhabitants in the 
government of Tver has inerted ih ia furprifing degree i a4:irmim{l§|^ce. which fhews 
tlie advantages arifing from the new bode bt law^ ^ Tver was the firfl province in which 
that code was mtroduced, and has already eaf^ibnced %e i>enefidal eflTefls of thefe 
excellent regulations.-, 

Tver being a large town^ we cbnbldded that we difficulty in obtaining 

the neceffary r^air8fpr, the carnagei fp as tb^enlble it to convey us, during twb or 
three days, without Tequirinjg forifrer * Trufting, thifrefore, to the workman- 

fhip of a Ru^n fmith, we f^ off at with tlie expeSatiqn of reaching 

in four hours the next poft/ wheiie wd pu^ the, mght r but We had fcarcely 

proceeded ten miles, b(ff6re We perceived that the. wheel, inftead of being ffrengthened, 
was weakened by the Jinith’s uhMfulnefs. In this - fituation we ftopped at armall .vil- ' 
lage, where it was not pc^hlb^ Procure any a|fifbnce, nor byen a candle to fmqaur the 

* According to Hcyrn. the^cifcuiinferencc of Tver is fourteen verfts, «n<l it contains two ttkiufand one 
hundred and fixty three hou&s^ moftly Wooden> twenty *>fix churchesi and a monaftery. The population is 
eight thpuiand and fourteen malcs/anafevcn tfaoofand and eighty* one females# 

wheei 
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wheel, which required a conftant Aippljr of greafe to prevent it from taking fire ; and as 
the next place in our route, likely to afiord a new wheel, was above fixty miles, we 
prudently returned to Tver. 1 confoled myfelf for this delay ; as it gave us an oppor- 
tunity to pay more attention to the town and environs, than our tranfient ftay had per- 
mitted. We took up our abode at the fame houfe we had juft quitted, an inn kept by 
a German, and one of the new maguiticent brick edifices lately ereded, butalmoft with- 
out furniture or beds. 

On the following day we made an agreeable excurfion into (he adjacent country : 
after crolling the Vofpa over a bridge of boats, and the Tvertza over a raft, we rode 
between the banks of thofe two beautiful rivers. We then left the Volga to purfue its 
courfe towards the Cafpiau Sea, watering, as it paiTes, the moft fertile provinces in Ruf- 
fia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and Aftracan, and made a circuit in the environs of 
Tver : we frequently ftopped to admire feveral delightful views of the new town, 
proudly feated upon the fteep bank of the Volga, the country gently floping towards the 
river. 

Tver lies in the midft of a large plain, interfp^rfed with gentle acclivities. The 
country produces in great abundance wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, hemp and 
flax, and all forts- of vegetables. The forefts yield oak, birch, alder, poplar, mountain- 
afli, pines, firs, and junipers. The quadruped^ which rove in the neighbouring coun- 
try, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes ; wild goats and hares j alfo badgers, martens, 
weafels, ermines, ferrets, Iquirrels, and marmottes. The principal birds are eagles and 
fiilcons, cranes, herons, fwans, wild-geefe and ducks, partridges, qusuls, woodcocks and 
fnipes, black game ; alfo crows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, fparrows and ftar- 
lings ; together with nightingales, linnets, larks, and yellow-hammers. The filh caught 
in the Volga are falrnon, fterTef,^ench, pike, perch, foundlings, gudgeons, and fome- 
times, but rarely, fturgeon mid beluga. 

The fterlet, acipenfer rutbmus of Linnaeusj is probably peculiar to the northern parts 
of the globe, and is a fpedes of fturgeon highly efteemed for flavour, and for its roe, 
from wmch the fineft caviare is made. It is diftinguiflied from the other fturgeons by 
its colpur and inferior fize, being feldom more than three feet in length *. The top of 
the head and back are of a yellpwilh grey, the fides of the body wluttlh, the belly white, 
mixed with rofe-coiour, efpeciaily towards the mouth and vmit, the eyes are of a iky- 
blue, encircled with white. The ihout is long and pointed, comprefled and fluted. The 
mouth is tranfverie, with thick prominent lips, which it has the powm* of drawing in- 
wards, with a beard, confifting of four fmall and loft drr^i, or wattles. It has five 
rows of pointed bony imbricated fcales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly ; the row upon the back begins from the neck, and reaches to the 
dorfal fln ; the number f, by which Linnset^ ufemtains the fpedes, and. fixes at fifteen, 
varies from fourteen to feventeen. Theiwo fide rows be^n from the upper angle of 
the gill-covers, and reach to the middle of the tail \ thar form is flat in the middle, 
with dentated margins turning towards the tail ; their number varies from fixty tw fe- 
venty. The two nows, which fle under the beUy, reach ftpUi die peftoral towards the 
ventral fins ; tfai^ are fpur-fided^ much fmaller than thofe upon the back, and thicker 
than thofe on thielides. Befides thefe.five rows, (here are alfo fome adipofe bony fcales 
between the tail andthe vent ; their number invariably five. The reft of the ikin is 

* Lcj^ekin’i Rcife, Tol. u. p. 154. and Pallat*> Reife, part ^ 1^46* 

f Acipenfer Rutheniu cim»4: fqnainia dorfaKbtu 15. Muf. Fred. I. p. $4. and Taun. Sue. aya'.-— -In 
theSyft. Nat. p. 403, he define* tt, Aetpenftr oidinibui 5. iqiufinanimoflearun^ intermedin ofliculis >5. 

without 
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without fcalcs, but extremely rough to the touch. It h^, like moft other fifli, two pec- 
toral fins, two ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tul is forked *. Many authors 
iuve erred in fuppoling this hfli to be peculiar to the Volga and the Cafpian Sea, for 
they frequent many other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the Ruffian empire. According to 
M idler, they are caught in the Dnieper, anti feveral rivers falling into the Frozen Ocean, 
panicularly the Lena f. Lange aflferts, that they are found in the Yenifei ; Pallas de- 
Icribes them as inhabiting the Irtilh, Oby, and Yaik ; Georgi mentions them among 
the filh of the lake Baikal, and fometimes in the Angara. We learn from Linnaeus, that 
by order of Frederic I. King of Sweden, fome live fterlets, procured from Ruffia, were, 
thrown into the lake Maeler, where they propagated {. They have been fometimes 
caught in the Gulf of Finland, and even in the Baltic ; yet are not fuppofed natives of 
thofe feas, but ftray fifh, which efcaped from fome veffels daffied to pieces in paffing the 
falls of the river Malta §. 

Sept. 1 9. Having obtained the valuable acquifition of a new wheel, we proceeded on 
our journey in the afternoon, and reached before the dole of the evening, I’orlhok, 
which is fituated upon the banks of the Tvertza. It is a large ftraggling place, c.on- 
fifting chiefly of wooden buildings, intermixed with a few public ftrudlures, and brick 
houfes, lately erefted at the cxpence of the Emprefs. 

Although Torlhok was only forty tniUs diliant from T ver, we efteemed it a fortunate 
circumliance, that, during that fpace, no accident happened to our carriage. But we 
were not fo fuccefsful on the enfuing day j for .the axle-tree breaking about fix miles 
from Vidropufk, we walked to the village, and having procured a temporary axle-tree 
to fupport our infirm vrfiicle, again proceeded in kibitkas as far as VilhneKVolofhok j a 
place remarkable for the canal, which, by uniting the Tvertza and the Mafta, connects 
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and the Baltic. 

Vilhnci-Volofhok, one of the imperial villages enffanchifed by the Emprefs, and en- 
dowed with confiderable privileges, has already reaped many benefits from its new im- 
munities. The inhabitants, raifed from the lituation of ilaves to that of freemen, have 
fhaken off their former indolence, and caught a new fpirit of emulation aud induilry 
they have turned their attention to trade, and are awa^ned to a fenfe of the commer- 
cial advantages poffeffed by the place ,af their abode. The town is divided into regular 
ftreets, and is already provided with a large range of ihops and warehoufes, which line 
each fide of the capaf. All the buildings are of wood, excepting the court of iuftice 
erected at the charge of the Emprefs, and four brick houfes belonging to a rich bur- 
gher. During our flay at Viflinei-Volofhok, we did not fail to examinqf.> with great at- 
tention, every part of the celebrated canal, of ~whkh an account will be given in a future 
chapter |]. ■ 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we quitted, on the a iff, Vtfhnd Volofhok, croffed 
the river Sblina, and continued along a timber road, carried over extenfive moraffes, 

* The reader will IiihI an engraving of the fterlet ki thfrMufeum Fred. I. of Linnseai, in le Brujo’ii Tra- 
vels, yol. i. p. 89 1 and in Lepykin’s Reife, Table ^ 

t S. R. R. G. ix, p. 4, HaygoM’sRufshwd, vok a^^p. 416. Fallas t Relfe, part i. p.'a94. part ii. ^ 
.146. Geoifi Reife, vol. h p. tvf. * 

% Faun. Sue/No- aya. " 

Bruce relates in hh Memoirs, that fome veflels ** going for Feterfburgh with live fi(h, called Sterlit. 
in pafCng the falls of Ladoga, ^I’ere beat to pieces, by which accident the filh regained their liberty, and 
fome of them were afterwards taken at Crqnftadt, and one cfatched at Stockholm, which were conlidered as 
great curiofities, as none of them had ever been feen in thofe feas before.’* P. i l a. 

II On the inland Navigation of Ruflia, book vi. c. 7. 

‘ IS and 
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and abounding with innumerable ftnall bridges, witliout railing, anthmoflly in a tottered 
ftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as fields and gardens, furrounded ’^'ith wooden 
pallifadpes, about twelve feet in height, which prefented a pifturefque appearance. 'I’lic 
cuftoni of encircling villages in this country with,rtakfes is very ancient ; for among the 
carlieft laws of Rutoj one enjoins* the peafants, under pain oftheknoot, to furround 
' the towns and villages with pallifadoes. Thefe enclofures were intended as a defence 
againft the defultory incurfions of the Tartar hordes before the invention of gunpow- 
der } and the praftice has been preferved among a people tenacious of old ufages. 

The country was for foftie way almoft a continued bog, covered, with foreft, and the 
villages were built on Eminences of fand rifing out of the raorafs. We paffed the night 
at Kholiloff, a fmall village,' which had been lately confumed by fire. Thel'e repeated 
confiagratibnswill by no means appear a matter of wonder, when it is confidered that 
the cottages are built ^hfa wood, and that the greater part of the peafants, like thofe in 
Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long flips of lighted deal, which they carry about the 
houfe, and even into hay.iofRi, without the leafl precauUon. The next morning, the 
bad roads having .fiiattered our hew wheel, which vras aukwardly put together, and aU 
ready difeoveretfrymptoms of; premature decay, we flopped to repair : but the repairs 
were as treiicherous as the original fabric ; for, before the end 01 the flage, it again 
broke, and we were delayed feme hours at licdrovo before we could venture to conti- 
nue our jourticy* We now thought ourfelvesbleffed with the affiftance of a very maf- 
terly miechanic,' as hisiwc^kmanmip lafled to Ztmagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated 
upon the borders of the lake Valdai. The furrounding country is the moft agreeable 
and diverfifidd which wh traverfed flnce our departure from Mofeow. It rifes into gen- 
tie eminences, and abounds with beautiful lakes," pettily fprinkled with woody iflands, 
and fleirted with foreft, cotn-j^ddsiandfaflufesii The largeflof thefe lakes is called 
Valdai, andTeeins about twenty mil^ in chciiijtnfehence ; in the middle is an ifland con- 
taining a convent, which rifes with its numerous fpircs among cluflecs of furrounding 
trees t* Valdai, which gives its name to the lake, and to the range of hills, contains 
feveral new Wkk buildings, and even wooden houfes are more decorated than the 
generality of Ruflian cottages ; it Hes upon an agreeable flope, and commands a plea- 
fant vieW'of die lake. The Valdai hills, riipu^i^frno' confiderable elevation, are the 
highefl in this part of the countiy ; and feparafe the waters which flow towards the Caf- 
pian from thofe which take their courfe to the Baltic. From thOir termination, the 
country was noTonger diverfified With hill'^nd dal^ and enlivened witli lakes ; but pro- 
fehted an uniform flat, tyith' a vafl extent of mofefs^ ; ' * 

On the24tb, in the afternoon, weamved at Bromtza, a village upon the Mafla, within 
20 milesbf Novogorod.. We took upiour abode in thehoufe of a Ruflian^pnefl^wliich in 
no wife differed* from the Ollier buildings* It was however clean and comfortable; 
having a chimney, and beln^ provided with plenty of woodep and earthen utenflls; The 
Brieft, not^being attiied in hifiiderkil habit, was ^elfrd^hke; the pe^im ahd only dif- 

'tinguiihed by his long and flowing hair.' ^ and^thefrefl of the frmiiy, were 

buflty erap)^d"ih ifeidrafling dw fol from^^h^ quantities are caught in 

/ the Mafta; and' wdthiv^^ is pri^ire^S' Having obtained from our 

landlady thechme^ofthtde fllbi Sind pfocuredin the viilaKe a brace of ptarmtons, a 

i : ;•< ■' \ I '■ .j, 

* HaygoW, voL 35^. ; 

t III this ojnvcnt ine iaiilSrf jaiho was dtpe^^ 

Ment* See book V, chap. ii« 
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bird of the partridge fpecies, we fauiitered out while ftipper was preparing, towards a 
neighbouring hill, which atiradlcd our attention. 

Two miles from the village, in the middle ofa vad plain, rifes, in a circular form, an 
infulated hill of fand and clay ; the lower parts are thickly ftrewed with detached pieces 
of red and gi*ey granite, liniilar to many others which appear about the adjacent country, 
1 meafured one of thcftiimafres, and found it twelve feet broad, eight thick, and five 
above the furface of the ground *. 

On the fummit ftfinds a brick white walhed church, which is a pleating objeft from 
the adjacent grounds t. From the top we had a fingular'and extenfive profpeft. Be- 
neath, the country is fomewhat open, and divided into large enclofurcs of pafture and 
corn ; towards the fouth rife the Valdai hills, ikirting an immenfe plain, which tiretches 
towards the north, eaft, and weft, as far as the eye can reach ; a vaft expanfe without a 
tingle hillock to obftru^ the view ; it feemed an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few fo- 
litary wooden villages, which appeared fo many points in a boondlefs defert. Beyond, 
at a great diftance, we obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and the lake Ilmen fcarcely 
difcernible through the thick gloom of the trees. 

The forwardnefs of the harveft in this northern climate has been already mentioned : 
it had been fonie time taken in, and the new com was fpringing up in many places. 
The com remains, during winter, buriad under fnow; at the melting of which, in fpring, 
it (hoots up fpeedily in thefe countries, where vegetation is rapid, on the returning 
warmth of the feafon. But as the fhortnefs of the fummer does not always allow the 
grain time to ripen, the peafants ufe the following method of drying it. They raife a 
wooden building, without windows, fimilar to the (hell of the cottages ; under this 
ftruflure is a large cavity, in which a fire being made, the com is laid upon the tioor 
and dried ; it is then hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards threlhed. 

In this part of our journey, we pafled numberlefs herds of oxen, moving towards Pe> 
teriburgh ; moft of them were driven from the Ukraine^ the neareft part of which 
country is diftant right hundred miles from the metropolis. During this long progrefs 
the drivers feldom enter any houfe ; they feed their cattle upon the flips of pafture on 
each tide of the road, and have no other (helter in bad weather than the foliage of the 
trees. In the evening the ftill tilence Of the country was interrupted by the occational 
lowing of the oxen, and carols of the drivers ; while the folitary gloom of the foreft 
was enlivened with the glare of numerous fires, furrounded by difierent groups of 
herdfmen in various attitudes ; fome were fitting round the flame, fome employed in 
drefling their provifions, and others (peeping upon the bare ground. ' They refembled, 
in drefs and manners, a rambling horde of Tartars. 

The route from Mofcow to Peteriburgh is continued during a fpace of five hundred 
miles, aimoft in a ftraight line cut through the foreft, and is extremely tedious : on 
each fide the trees are cleared to the breadth of forty or fifty paces, and the whole way 
runs chiefly through endlefs tra&sof wood, only brtdcen by villages, round which, to a 
fmall diftance, the grounds are open and cultivated. 

The road is of an equal breadth, and formed by trunks { of trees laid tranfverfely, 
and bound down in the cefiter, and at each extremity, by long poles, or beams, fidf ened 

• into 

* See Ibme curiou* conjefluKS upon thefe granite ftonei of Bronitzn, in PalWt Travels and rifo iti 
Hiftoire dcs Decouveites dahs plufienrs Contties de la Ruffia. &c. voL i. p. 41, Sec. 

f This eminence was remarkable, in the times of idolatryv for an oracular temple, built in the ^ce now 
occupied by the church. 

% Mr.Hanway makes a curious calculstion of the number of trees employed to make a road of one hpn* 
dred and fifty verfis. ** Allowing one tree with another to be nine immea diaateter, and the len^h 

TOL. VI. 40 twenty* 
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into the ground with wooden pegs ; thefe trunks are covered with layers of boughs 
and the whole is ftrewed over with fand or eartli. When the road is new it is re- 
markably good ; but^as the trunks decay or link. into the ground, and as the fand or 
earth is worn away or walhed off by the rain, it is broken into innumerable holes; 
and the jolting of the carriage over the bare timber can better be conceived than de- 
fcribed. In many places the road is, a perpetual fuccel&on of ndges, and the motion of 
the carriage a continual concuffion, much greater than I ever experienced over the 
roughed pavement. 

I'he villages which occafionally linethis route are extremelly llmilar, confiding ufually 
of a tingle tireet, with wooden cottages ; a few only being didinguilhed by brick 
houfes. The cottages in thefe parts are fuperior to thofe between Tolitzan and 
Mofeow : they Teemed, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous climate; and although con- 
drufted in the ruded manner, are comfortable habitations. The tite of each building 
is an oblong fquare, inplofed by a high wooden wall, with a penthoufe roof, and ap- 
pears' on the outtide like a large barn. In one angle of this inclofure dands the 
houfe, fronting the dreet of the village, with the dair-cafe on the outtide, and the door 
opening underneath the penthoufe roof : it contains one, or at mod two rooms. 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by no means ufual in thiis country ; in- 
fomuch that, in all the cottages I entered in Jlutiia, I only obferved two, each of 
which contained two women at different ends with their clothes on. The family dept 
generally upon the benches, on the ground, or over the dove * ; occationally men, 
women, and children, promilcuoufly, without diferimination of fex or condition, and 
frequently almod in a date of nature. In fome cottages I obferved a kind of ihelf, 
about tix or feven feet from the ground, carried from one end of the room to the 
other ; to which were fadened feveral tranfverfe planks, and upon thefe fome of the 
family flept with their heads and feet occationally hanging down, and appearing to us, 
who were not accudomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on the point of falling to the 
ground- The number of perfons thus crowded into a fmall fpace, fometimes amount- 
ing to twenty, added to the heat of the dove, rendered the room intolerably warm, 
and produced a fuffbeating fmell, which nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. This 
inconvenii^e was dill more difagree^le in the cottages not provided with chimnies, 
where the fmoke loaded the atmofphere with additional impurities. If we opened the 
lattices to admit frelh air, fuch an influx of cold wind ruUied into the room, that we 
preferred the beat and effluvia to the keennefs of the northern blads. 

) In the midd of every room hangs from the cieling a veffel of holy water, and a 
lamp, lighted on particular occations. Every houfe is provided with a pidure of a 
fj^nt coarfely daubed on wood, which frequently refembles more a Calmuc idol than 
a human head : to this the people pay the highed marks of veneration. All the 
members of the family, the moment they rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to flei^ in the evening, never omitted their adoration to the faint : they croffiNl them- 
felves during feveral minutes upon the tides and forehead, bowed very low, and fome- 
times evia prodraied themfelves on the ground. Every peaiant alfo, on entering the 


twenty three feet, and fappoftng the fonndation and fidn to be only half fo many more at the bridge . it 
compofed of, and the road to be forty-fix feet wide, here It an expence of two miUioo one hundred thouland 
treet ** Hanway’t Travelt, vol. i. p. pt. If are extend thtt calculatidn over the whole Ruffian empire, 
reaching four thoufand miles in length, Xnd take in the different crofs roadt, the expenee of wood muft 
be amaxine, but the foreftt are alfo boundlefa and inexhauftible 
* Tl>e noTC is a kind oi brick oven ; it occupiet almoft a quarter of the room, and ii flat' at top. 

6 room. 
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room, paid bis obeifance to this objefl: of worihip, btsfore he addrefftd himfelf to the 
family. 

The peafants, in their common intercourfc, are remarkably polite to each other ; 
they take off their cap at meeting, bow ceremonioufly and frequently, and ufually 
exchange a falute. They accompany their ordinary difcourfe with much aftion 
and innumerable gefturcs, and are excwdingly fervile in their expreffions of de- 
ference to their fuperiors : in accofting a perfon of confequence, they proftrate them- 
lelves, and even touch the grounds with their heads. We were often ftruek at re- 
ceiving this kind of eaflern homage, not only from beggars, but frequently from 
children, and occafionally from fome of the peafants themfelves. 

In the appearance of the common people, nothing furprifed us more than the enor • 
mous thicknefs of their legs, which we at firft conceived to be their real dimenfions ; but 
the bulk, which created our aftonifliment, proceeded from the coverings with w'hich 
they fwaddle their legs, in fummer as well as winter. Behde one or two pair of thick 
worfted (lockings, they envelope their legs with wrappers of coarfe flannel or cloth, 
feveral feet in length, and over thefe frequently draw a pair of boots, fo large as to 
receive their bulky contents with the utmoft facility. 

The peafants are well clothed, comfortably lodged, and feem to enjoy plenty of 
wholefome food. The rye-bread, whofe blacknefs at firft difgufts the eye, and whofe 
fournefs the tafte, of a delicate traveller, agrees well with the appetite ; but as 1 became 
reconciled to it from ufe, I found it no unpleafant model : this bread is rendered more 
palatable by (tufting it with onions and groats, carrots, or green corn, and feafoniiig it 
with oil. The other articles of their food I have enumerated on a former, occafion, 
in addition to which I (hall only obferve, that muflirooms are fo exceedingly common 
in thefe regions as to form a very elTential part of their provifion. I feldom entered a 
cottage without feeing great abundance ; and in pafllng through the markets, waa 
often aftoniftied at the prodigious quantity expofed for fale: the variety was no 
lefs remarkable than the number ; they were of many colours, amongft which I 
particularly noticed white, black, brown, yellow, green, and pink. The common 
drink of the peafants is quafs, a fermented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort, made 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley-meal, and deemed an excellent antifcorbutic. 
They are extremely fond of whi(ky, a fpirituous liquor diftilled from malt, which the 
pooreft can occafionally command, and which they often ufe to great excefs. 

The backwarduefs of the Ruftian peafants in the mechanical arts, when compared 
with thofe of the other European nations, is vifible to a fuperficial obferver. As we 
approached Peterlburgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Europe, the villagers were 
better furnilhed with the conveniences of life, and further advanced in the knowledge 
of the necelTary arts, than thofe who fell under our notice between Tolitzin and Mof- 
cow. The planks were lefs frequently hewn with the axe, and faw-pits, which we 
had long confidcred as obje£ls of curiofity, often occurred ; the cottages were more 
I'pacipus and convenient, provided with larger window's, and generally liad chimnies ; 
they were alfo more amply ftorod with houfehold furniture, and wnh wooden, and 
fometimes even earthen utenfils. Still, however, their progrefs towards civilization 
is very inconfiderablc, and many inftances of the’groflefl: barbarifra fell under our ob- 
fervation. 

The inhabitants of difterent villages on the roads, who furnilh poft-horfes, are called 
yaniJhicsilfiwA enjoy fome peculiar privileges. They are obliged to fupply all couriers 
and travellers at a moderate price, in the deareft parts at i^d. and in many other 
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parts at fd. per verft • for eacji horfe ; and, ip compenfation, are exempted from 
the poll-tax, and fupplying recruits : -notwithdanding thefe immunities, the price 
they receive for their horfes is fo inconfiderable that they frequently produce them 
with the greateft reluAance. The iiidant a traveller demands a fupply of frefh horfes, 
the yamlhics afFemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle to fuch a degree, as to afford 
amufement to a perfon who is not impatient to depart. I'heir fquabbles on this oc- 
cafion have ftruck all travellers who have given any account of this country. Chan- 
celer, thehrd Englilhman who landed at Archangel, and went frotp thence to Mofcow, 
could not fril to obferve this circumftance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent f. ** Expreffe commandement was given, that pod-horfea Ihould bee gotten 
for him and the reft of his company, without any money. Which thing was, of all 
the Ruffes in the reft of their journey, fo unllingly done, that they began to quarrel, 
yea, and to fight alfo, in ftriving and contending which of them fhould pur their poft- 
horfes to the lledde.** 

In this defeription, however, Chanceler has made a ludicrous miftake : for the objed 
of their fquabbles was not to obtain, but to decline, the honour of furniihing him with 
horfes. The fame feene is often renewed at prefent, and the poft-mafter not unufually 
fettles the intricate conteft by compelling the yamfhics to draw lots. Indeed, as I have 
before remarked, it is abfolutely neceffary ior« foreigner, w'ho wifhes to travel with 
expedition, not only to provide nimfelf with a paffport, but alfo to procure a Rullian 
foldier, who, inftead of attending to the arguments of the peafants, or waiting for the 
flow mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily decides the bufineis by the powerful in- 
terpofition of his cudgel. The boors, quickly filenced by this dumb mode of argumen- 
tation |, find no difficulty in adjufting their pretenftons, and the horfes almoft inftantly 
make their appearance. 

In our route through Ruftia I was furprized at the propenfity of the natives tO' 
finging. Even the peafants who aded. in the eapadty of coachmen and poftillions, 
were no fooner mounted than they began to warble an air, and continued it, without 
the leaft intermiffion, for feveral hours. But what ftill more aftonifhed me was, 
that they performed occalionally in parts. I frequently obferved them engaged in a 
kind of muftcal dialogue, making reciprocal queftions and re^onfes, as if chanting 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation. The poftilions ftng from the 
beginning to the end of a ftage ; the IbldierS fing during thdr march ; the countrymen 
fing amid tl^eir moft laborious occupations ; the public- houfes re-echo with their carols; 
and in a ftill evening 1 have ft%quently heard the air vibrate with the notes of the fur- 
rounding villages. 

An ingenious author $, long refideot in Riiffia, who turned his attention to the 
ftudy of the national mufic, gives theffollowmg information upon this fubjed. The 
g^cral muftc that prevails among the common people in Ruffia, from the Duna to 
the Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifts in one fpecies of fimple melody^ which 
admits df infinite variation, according jo the ability of the finger^ or the cuftom of the 
feveral provinces 5n this extenfive empire. The words df the fongs are moftly in 
profe, and often extempore, according to the immediate invention or recollcdion of 

f 

• Three quarters of a mile. The price bowerer has been fincc increaiC^d. 

t 1:3 ackhiyt’s Voyages, vol, i. p. 247, X Argumentumibaculmum# 

§ Staehlin. See bis Nacrichten von der Mufik in Rufslandi in Haygold’a BeyJageni vol, !«• p* 6o to 
65 ; where fpccimcns of this air arc given. 
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ilie finger ; perhaps an antient legend, the hiftory of an enormous giant, a defcription 
of a beautiful girl, a dialogue between a lover and his niiftrefs, or the account of a mur- 
der. Sometimes they are merely letters and fyllables taken from an old accidence, 
metrically arranged, and adapted to this general air. Thefe words are chiefly ufed by 
mothers in fmging to their children ; while the boors perform their national dance to 
the fame tune, accompanied- with inftrumental mufic. THe fubjeft of the fong alfo fre- 
quently alludes to the adventures of the finger, or to his prefent fituation ; and the 
peafants adapt the tof^ics of their common difeourfe and their difput.‘S with each other, to 
this general air ; which, altogether, forms an extraordinary effect, and led me to con- 
jeflure, that they chanted their ordinary converfation. 


Chap. X.—Novegorod. ^Antiquity, Power, Grandeur, Independence, Decline, Subjedion, 

and Downfall.— Prefent State.— Cathedral of St. Sophia. ^ Early IntroduBion of Paints 

ing into Ruffta.— Price of Provi/ions. —Incidents of the Journey to Peterfburgh. 

At Bronitza we croiTed the Mafia upon a raft compofed of feven or dght trees rudely 
joined together,’ which fcarcely afforded room for the carriage and two horfes. We 
then continued our route, through a level country, to the banks of the Volkovetz, or 
little Volkof, which we paffed in a ferry ; and, after mounting a gentle rife, defeended 
into the open marfhy plain of pafiure, which reaches, without interruption, to. the walls 
of Novogorod. That town, at a fmall difiance, exhibited a moft magnificent appear- 
ance, and, from the great number of churches and convents, which on every fide pre- 
fented themfelves to view, announced our approach to a confiderable city ; but our 
expedations were by no means realized. 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy ideas of fidlen grandeur, than Novo- 
gorod. It is one of the moil ancient cities in Ruffia ; and was formerly called Great 
Novogorod, to diftinguifli it from other Ruflian towns of a fimilar appellation *. Ac- 
cording to Nefior, the earliefi of the Ruffian hifiorians, it was biult at the fitme time 
with Kiof, in the middle of the fifth century, by a Sclavonhm horde, who iffued from 
the banks of the Volga. Its antiquity is proved by a paffage in the Gothic hiftorian, 
Jomandes, in which it is called Civitas Nova, or New Town t* We have little infight 
into its hiftory before the ninth century, when Rune, the firft Great-duke of Ruffa,, 
made it the metropolis of his vaft dominions. The year fubfeqnent to Ins death, in 879,. 
the feat of government was removed, under bis fon Ipor then an infimt, t6 Kiof ; and 
Novogorod continued above a century under the jurifdidion of governors nominated 
by the Great Dukes. At length, in 970, Svatollaf, the fon of Igor, created his third 
fon Vlodimir Duke of Novogorod : Vlbdimir, fucceeding his lather in the throne of 
Raffia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf j who, in 107,6, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation of their liberty. From this period No<- 
vogorod was for a long time governed by its own Dukes ; theferSovereigns were at firfir 
Ibterdinate to the Great Dukes, who refided a{ Kiof and Volodimir; but afterwards, 
as the town tnereafed in population and wealth, gradually uTurped an abfolttte inde<> 
pendency • . 

* Nifltnci Novogorod, and Novofforad Smrlfeoh 

f Sclafini a Civitate NoH et ScM*iao Runranenfi, et heu qui appcBatur Mufianus, The lake is 
the IlmAi, and the Cmtaa Nova, Novogorod. S. R. G. VoL v. p. 383;. 

} S. R. O. Vol. T. p. 397. 
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But while they thus Ihook off the yoke of a diftant lord, they were unable to main* 
tain their authority over their own fubje^s. Although the fucceffion continued in the 
fame family ; yet, as the Dukes were eleded by the inhabitants, they gradually bar> 
tered, as the price of their nomination, all their moll valuable prerogatives. They were 
alfo fo frequently depofed, that, f6r near two centuries, the lilt of the Dukes refembles 
more a calendar of annual magillratcs, than a regular line of hereditary Princes ^ and, 
in effed:, Novogorod was a republic under the juril'diflion of a nominal Sovereign. The 
privileges enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavourable to the power of the Dukes, 
proved extremely baieficial to the real intereds of the town : it became the great mart 
of trade between RuHia and the Hanfeatic cities, and made rapid advances in opulence 
and population. At this period its dominions were fo extenfive *, its power 16 great, 
and its fituadon fo impregnable, as to give rife to a proverb, ** Who can refill the Gods 
and Great Novogorod t ?** 

It condnued in this flourilhing ftate undl the middle of the fifteenth century, when 
the Great Dukes of RulGa, who Hill retained the title of Dukes of Novogorod, having 
transferred their refideiice from Kiof to Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofeow, laid claim 
to its f^dal fovereignly; a demand which the inhabitants fome:imes evaded by compo* 
lidon, fomedmes by refinance, but were fometimes compelled to acknowledge. At 
length, in 1471, Ivan ValfiUevitch I. having fecui;pd bis dominions againft the inroads of 
the Tartars, and extended his empire by the conquell of the neighbouring principalities, 
affixed his right to the fovereignty pf Novogorod, and enforced his pretenfions by a 
formidable army. He vanquilhed the troops of the republic, and having forced the 
ddzens to acknowledge his claims, appointed a governor, who was permitted to refide 
in the town, and exercife the authority formerly veiled in their own Dukes |. , Thi» 
power, however, bein^ exceedingly limited, left them in the entire poffefiion of their 
moll valuable immunities; they retained their own laws, chofe their own magillrates, 
and the governor never interfered in public affairs, except by appeal. 

Ivan, by no means contented with this limited fpecies of government, watched a fa^^ 
vourable opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 1477, town. 

His defigns being abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants were conllrained to fubferibe 
to the conditions impofed by the haughty conqueror. The gates were thrown open } 
the Great Duke entered the place in the charader of Sovereign, and the people, ten- 
dering the oath of allegiance, delivered into his hands the charter of their liberties, which 
unanimity would Hill have preferved inviolate. One circumftance, recorded by bifto- 
rians as a proof of unconditional fubjedion, was the removal of an enormous bell from 
Novogorod to Mofeow, denominated by the inhabitants eternal^ and revered as the palal- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their privileges. It was fufpended in the market- 
place ; the facred. found drew the people inffantly from the rood remote parts, and 
tolled the fignal of foreign danger or intelline tumult. The Great Duke peremptorily 
demanded this objed of public veneration, which he called “ Tlte larum of /edition /” 
and the ishabitants confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of departing liberty. 

From this period,the Great Duke betame in effed abfolute Sovereign of Novogorod, 
although the oltenlible forms of government were dill, preferved : to enfure the obedi- 
ence of his new fubjeds, he tranfplanted above a thoufand of the principal citizens to> 

* Its territory extended to the north as far as the fiantiers of Livon'a and FJoIand, and comprifed great 
part of the pn.Tmce of Archangel, and a large diilri^ beyond the north weiUrn limitaot Siberia- 

+ contra Deos et Magnam Noyogardiam ? 

The govirnment was iimiUr to that of the German rcpublfoi who acknowledge the Bmptror as. th^iV 
litge-lord^ but are under the junfdiAiun of their own magillraue. 

Mofeow, 
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Mofcow, and other towns ; and fecured the Kremlin o£ Novogorod with ftrbng ^alls of 
brick. Notwithftanding the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fubje£t, and the 
oppreffion which they experienced from Ivan and his fucceffors, yet Novogorod ftUI 
continued the largeft and mod commercial city in all Ruflia, as will appear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who pafled through it in 1 554 in his way to Mofcow. 
** Next unto Mofcow the city of Novogorod is reputed the chiefefl of RuiBe ; for 
although it be in nlajedie inferior to it, yet in greatneffe it goeth beyond it. It is the 
chiefeft and greateft marte towne of all Mofcovie ; and albeit the Emperor’s feate is not 
there, but at Mofco, yet the commodioufnelTe of the river, falling into that gulfe which 
is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it is well frequented by merchants, makes it more 
famous than Mofco itfelf 

Its population, during this period, was fo great, that in 1508, above fifteen thoufand 
perfons med of an epidemical diforder f ; more than double the number of the prefent 
inhabitants. In its mod dourifhing condition it contained at lead four hundred thoufand 
fouls J. Under the reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. the profperity of Novogorod experi*- 
enced a fatal downfall ; that monarch having, in 1 5^0, difeovered a feCret correfpon* 
dence between fpme of the principal inhabitants and Sigifmond Augudus King of Po* 
land, relative to afurrender of the city into his hands, punifhed them in the mod inhu- 
man manner. He repaired in perfon to Novogorod, and ^pointed a court of inquiry, 
judly denominated the tribunal of blood. Contemporary hidorians relate that its pro- 
ceedings continued during the (pace of five weeks, and that on each day of this fatal 
period more than five hundred inhabitants fell yi£tims to the vengeance of incenfed def- 
potifm. According to fome authors, twenty.five thoufand, according fo others, more 
than thirty thoufand perfons perifhed in this dreadful carnage. Tnofe writers, who 
were the Tzar’s enemies, have probably exaggerated the number of thefe executions $ 
and it is but judice to add, that fome circumdances in their relations are unquedionably 
falfc : but though we ought not to give implicit credit to all the accounts recorded by 
his adverfariesj yet, even by the confeflion of his apologids, there dill remains fuf- 
ficient evidence of his favage ferocity in this barbarous tranfadion, which equals if not 
furpartes in cruelty, the mafiacre at Stockholm under Chridian II. 

This horrid cataltrophe and the fubfequent opprefiions which the town experienced 
from that great though fanguinary Prince, impaired its drength j and it is deferibed as 
a place of defolation by Uhlfield, the Danilh Ambadador. But although the fplendour 
of this once flouriihing town received a confiderable diminution ; yet it, was mot totally 
obfeured until the foundation of Peterlburgh, whither Peter the Great transferred all 
the commerce of the Baltic, which before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart of earth, with a range of old towers at 
regular didanceS, forming a circumference of fcarcely a mile and an half ; and ever 
thK inconfiderable circle includes much open fpace, and many houfes which are tvt 
inhabited. As Novogorod was built after the manner of the ancient towns .of tls 
country, in the Afiatic dyle, this rampart, like that of the Semlainogorod at Mofc<v» 
probably enclofed feveral interior circles : without it was a vad extennveTuburbj wich 
reached to the didance of fix mdes, and uicluded all the convents and churchef the . 

* Hackluyt, vel. i; p. ^ S. R, G. vol. v. p 494. 

^ Accotding to Heyin. Novogorod in 1783 contained fixty two chnrches, fix convents, and 
twelve public buildings, one thoufand five hundred and twelve houfei, of which only thirty-pV were of 
brick. The population amounted to three thoufand three hundred and forty.two mues, anddree thou- 
fand feven hundred aiid eighty iiour females, 

antient 
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antient ducal palace, and other .ilru£tures, that now make a fplendid but folitary appear- 
ance in the adjacent plain. ‘ 

Novogorod ftretches on both fides of the Volkof, a beautiful river of conliderable depth 
and rapidity, and fomewhat broader than the Thames at Windfor. This river feparates 
the town into two divifions } the Trading Part, and the Quarter of St. Sophia, which arc 
united by means of a bridge, partly of wood and partly of brick. 

The firft divilion, or the Trading Part, is, excepting the Governor's houfe, a rude cluf- 
ter of wooden habitations, and in no other refped diftinguiflied from the common vil< 
lages than by numerous brick churches and convents, melancholy monuments of former 
^ magnificence. In all parts I was (truck with thefe remains of ruined grandeur j while 
half-cultivated fields enclofed within high palifadoes, and large fpaces covered with net- 
tles, attelled prefent defolation. Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and fcveral de- 
tached (truftures of the fame materials, erefted at the £niprefs*s expence, for a manu- 
facture of repes and fails, exhibited a fplendid figure when contralted with the furround- 
ing hovels. 

The oppofite divilion, denominated the Quarter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation 
from the cathedral, and comprehends the fortrefs or Kremlin ereCted for the purpofe of 
curbing the inhabitants, and preventing frequent infurreCtions. It is of an oval form, 
and furrounded by a high brick wall, ftrengthened with round and fquare towers : the 
wall is fimilar to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mofeow, and was alfo built in 1490 
by the Italian architect Sohrio, of Milan, at the order of Ivan Vallilievitch I. foon after 
the conqueft of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old 
archiepifcopal manfion with the . fiair-caie on the outfide, part of a new palace not 
finilhed, and a few other brick buildings ; but the remaining fpace is a wafte, overfpread 
with weeds and nettles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St. Sophia, one of the molt antient churches in Rufiia, was begun 
in t044 by Vlodimir Yarodlavitch, Duke of Novogorod, and completed in 1051 *. It 
was probably conftrudied foon alter Chriftianity was introduced into Rulfia by the 
Greeks, and called St. Sophia, from the church of that name in Conftantinople. It is 
a high Square building, with a gilded cupola, and four tin domes, We entered this 
venerable 'fule through a pair of brazen gates ornamented with various figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the Paflion of our Saviour, and other fcriptural hillories. Accord- 
ing to tradition, thefe gates were brought from the antient town of Oierfon, where 
Vlodimir the Great wps baptized, are fuppofed to be of Grecian workmanflnp, and are 
,in confequence of this perfuafion called Korfunlkie Dveri, the doors of Cheribn. But 
if we admit the truth of this tradition, how (hall we account for the Latin chara&ers 
^>ith which they are inferibed. 

p. c. WICKMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER epe DEBLVCICH. 

AVK MARIA GCACIAPLEHS DBS 'EECVGL 

T'ix firn; part of this infeription feems to prove rather, fhat they came from Magde- 
burgh Germany ; a circumftance by no means improbable, as the inhabitants of No- 
vogoroXniainiained, in tbofe early times, a no lefs frequent intercourfe vridi Germany 
than wit-^Greece. 

* S R. ^o1. V. p. 398. A wooden church of the Tame name was conftmAed ahont the year 1000, 
by Joachim, ^ firR Biihop of Novogorod, on the fpot where this cathedral'now ^nde. Ibid. p. 194. 
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In the infide of this cathedral are twelve mafly piers white-waflied, wL'ch, as well as 
the walls, are thickly covered with the reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and of various faints. Some of thefe paintings are of very high antiquity, and probably 
anterior to the revival of the art in Italy. Many of the figures are finillied in a hard flat 
Jlyle of colouring upon a gold ground^ and exactly fimilar to thofe of the Greek artifis, 
by whom, according to Vafari, painting was firrt introduced into Italy. 

Towards the latter end of the thirteenth century, fonie Greek artifis invited to Flo- 
rence, painted a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. Although their defign 
and colouring were hard and flnU artd they chiefly reprefented the figures on a Jield of 
gold ; yet their produftions were much admired in that ignorant century. Ciinabue, 
who was then a boy, (truck with their performance, was accuflomed to pafs all the time 
he could (leal from fchool in contemplating the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole attention to the ftudy of an art to which his 
genius feeined inclined. His firft compofitions had all the defeats of the matters whom 
he imitated ; but he gradually improved as he advanced, and laid the firfi rude founda- 
tion of that aftonifhing excellence which the fchools of Italy. afterwards attained. 

As painting was brought into Italy from the Greek empire, when there was fcarcely 
any connection* between thofe two countries, we may be well alTured it was introduced 
at a more early period into Ruflia, from the fame quarter; not only becaufe a conllant 
intercourfe had been long maintained between the Great Dukes and Emperors of Con- 
ftantinople, and becaufe the Patriarch was formerly the head of the church edablilhed in 
Ruflia; but likewife becaufe the Ruflians being converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks, 
were accuflomed, after their example, to decorate their temples with various figures, 
and muft have received from them many portraits of faints, which form in their religion 
a neceflary part of divine worfliip. We may conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, which was built in the eleventn century, and is one of the moft antient 
churches of Ruflia, was ornamented with figures of faints by the Greek artifls, whom 
the Great Dukes of Novogorod drew from Conflantinople. The reprefentations in 
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as not to deferve a particular inquiry, if it 
did not afllfl in illuflrating the progrefs of the liberal arts, and afeertaining the early in- 
troduction of painting into this country, at a period when it was probably unknown 
even in Italy *. 

Several Princes of the ducal family of Ruflia are interred in this cathedral. The firft 
is Vlodirair Yaroflavitch, who was bom in 102c, died in 1051 1 » and buried in this 
church, which he had juft completed. Befides his tomb, are thofe of his mother Anne, 
daughter of the eaftern Emperor Romanus, his wife Alexandra, hJs brother Miclliflaf, 
and laftly, of Feodor, brother of Alexander Nevlki, who died in 1228. The molt 
antient of thefe fepulchres are of canged wood gilt, filirered, and furrounded with 
iron rails ; the others are of brick and mortar. Within the fanCtuary the walls are 
covered with-Mofaic cbmpariments, of edarfe workmanfliip, but curious from their 
antiquity. . 

Our landlord is a German, and his ihn,'thbugh fpiall, one of thp moft commodious 
we had hithej^to met whfr in Ruflia ; it was neatly fumifhed, and afforded beds, an 
auticle of lingular luxury in this counfry, which we had no fmall difficulty to procure, 
eveh in the city' of Mqfcow. 

• 

^ Jam diu pingunt Rutheni, et ^uis credat? feculo duodecimo} fays Falcon!.-- See EfTai fur la Bib. See. 
p. 19. 

t S* K. G. vol. V. p. 399, 
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By the aiTidance of our landlord we obtained the price of provtfions in thefe parts 

f s, d* /. d* 

Butcher’s meat per RuHian. pound t, - - o i | to o 2 

Black bread per ditto, ... - o of 

White common ditto, - - ... . 01 

French ditto, 

Butter ditto, - - - - - • 04 

Ten eggs from - - - - - - o i | to o 5 

Pair of fowls from - - ' - - - 1 ,3 to i 8 

Fatted goofe, '• - - - - . 10 

Couple of wild ducks, - - - - 0 6 

Tame ditto, - - - ♦ - - *3 

Brace of Partridges, - - - - - o lo 

Black game, -cock and hen j • • - ..16 

Hare, - - - - - - <>71 

Quart of milk, - - - - - . o ij 

Beft fpirituous liquors per quart, - - 1 5l 

WorA fort, . o , 

Pair of peafani’s leather fhoes, - - - * 3 

Boots, 4 lo 

Round hat, - *3 

Peafant’s fcirt, no collar or wriAband, and very ftiort, i 3 


Our coach being much Aiattered by the bad roads, we left it at Novogorod, and con- 
tinued our journey in kibitkas^ the common carriages of the country. A kibitka is a 
fmall cart, capable of containing two perfons abreaA, while the driver fits upon the fur- 
ther extremity clofe to the horfe's tails. It is about five feet in length, and the hinder 
half is covered with a femi- circular tilt, open in front like the top of a cradle, made of 
laths interwoven and covered with birch or beech bark. There is not a piece of iron 
in the whole machine. It has no fprings, and is faAened by means of wooden pins, 
ropes, and (ticks, to the body of the carnage. The Ruffians, when they travel in thefe 
kibitkas, pl&ce a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably calculated to break the intoler- 
able jolts and concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber roads. With this precau- 
tion, a kibitka, though inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the moA commodious 
vehicle. The traveller Aretches himfelf at length upon the feather-bed, and if inclined, 
may dofe away the journey in perfed tranquillity. But being novices in the method of 
equipping this fpecies of conveyance, we fuSered a layer of trunks^Snd Other hard bagr 
gage to be fubAituted in' the place of feather-beds: thefe fubAahees, fo much more 
bulky, and fo much lefs yielding than down, obliged its either to fit under the tilt in a 
flopin^ poAure, or upon the narrow edge of the carriage in the alternate enjo|rmenc 
of which dele&able pofitions vve pafi’ed twelve hours without intermiffion, and with no’ 
refreffiment. Thofe who have ever regaled themfclves amidA a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the balket of a heavy-laden Aage coach, over the rougheA pavement, 
would eAeem that mpdc of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. Our impa- 
tience, however, to reach' Peterffiurg beguiled m Ibme meafure the bruifes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and Wuced us to perfevere in pur route till after 
ten as night ^ when, being depofited in a fmall village, 1 had fcarcely Arengjth remain* 

* A RuiBam pound— ^14} EngliSi oancei. < f 1778- 
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Ing to crnwi to fome frefh draw fpread for our beds in the corner of an unfurnifhed inn. 
With the comforts of this delightful place of repofe I*was fo enamoured, that I could 
not be prevailed upon to relinquifli it even for a few minutes, for the enjoyment of an 
excellent ragout prepared by cur fervant, which a conltant fading fince nine in the 
morning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night’s red, and the profped of only fifty miles between us and Peterf- 
burgh, induced us to re-aflume our former dations, and to brave a repetition of our 
fatigue. The country we paded ‘through was ill calculated to alleviate our fuiferings, 
by transferring our adtention from ourfelves to the furrounding objedls. Excepting 
the environs of Novogorod, which were tolerably open, the road made of timber, and 
as draight as an arrow, ran through a perpetual fored, without the lead intermixture 
of hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated ground. Through this dreary extent, 
the gloomy uniformity of the fored was only broken by a few folitary villages, at long 
didances from each other, without the intervention of a Angle houfe. Itchora, the lait 
village at which we changed horfes, though but twenty miles from the capital, was fmall 
and wretched, and the adjacent country as inhofpitable and unpeopled as that we had al- 
ready paired. About ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned to the right, and the 
fccne indantly brightened ; ihe woods gave way to cultivation,\the country began to be 
enlivened with houfes, the inequalities of the timber road weri^ fucceeded by the level 
of a fpacious caufeway, equal to the finetl turnpikes of England, the end of each verd * 
was marked with fuperb mile-dones of granite and marble, and a Ipng avenue of trees 
w'as clofed at the didance of a few miles with a view of Peterfburgh, the objeft of our 
wi dies, and the termination of our labours. 


Chav. of Peter the Great for. transferring the Seat of Empire from 

Mofeow to St. Peterjburgh.—Defcription of the new Metropolis^-^Foundation and 
Progreft. -^Circumference and Population. — Inundations of the Neva.-— ‘Remarkable 
Flood in 1777 .^ — Bridge of Pontoons.— Plan for a Bridge if a Jingle Arch acrofs the 
Neva —Colojfal Statue of Peter the Great.— ‘Account of the Pedeftal^ and its Conveyance 
to Peterjburgh.— General Obfervatitm on the Weather during the Winter.-^Precautions 
againjl the Cold.—Diverftons and Winter Scenes upon the Neva. — Ice Hills.— Annual 
Fair. 

SAINT Peterfbuj'gh is (ituated in the latitude of ^9* 56' 23’’' north, and longitude 
30" 25' ead, from the meridian of (Greenwich. It dands upon tlye Neva, near the 
Gulph of Finland, and is built partly on Ibmeiflands in the mouth of that river, and 
partly on the continent. The principal divifions are: i. The Admiralty quarter. 
2. The Vaflili Odroff. 3. The foftrefs. 4. Thelfland of St. Peterlburgh} and 
5. The various fuburbs^ called the fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofeow, of Alexander Nev- 
iki, and of Wiburgh. Their refpefliye fituatibn will be better explained by the an- 
nexed plan of the town, than by the mod elaborate ddeription. 

Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure for transferring >tlie feat of empire 
from Mofeow to St. Peteriburgh ; it has been urged, with fome degree of plaufibility, 
that he was in effeft more an Aliatic than an European fovereign ; that Mofeow, lying 

’ * 1 , tl 

■ * Throughout all thf high toadi of kuilia, each Tcrft (or three quarten of amtle) it marked by a wooden 
poll, about twelve feet in height, painted red. 
f. Oltrof fignifiei lilaiid. 
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nearer to the center of his dominions, was better calculated for the imperial relidence ; 
and that, by removing his capita,!, he neglected the interior provinces, and facriheed 
every confideration to his predilefliion for the fettleraents upon the Baltic. 

But although Peteriburgh is Htuated at the extremity of Ruflia, he did not negled 
any other part of his vaft dominions. On the contrary, he was no lefs attentive to his 
Aiiatic than to his European provinces ; his repeated negotiations with the Ghinefe, 
his campaigns againll the Turks, and his conquelt of the Perfian provinces, which bor< 
der upon the Cafpian, prove the truth of this affertion. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu« 
rope was the quarter from whence the greatefl: danger to his throne impended ; that the 
Swedes were his moft formidable enemies, and from them the very exiftence of his em- 
pire was threatened with annihilation. It was not by leading his troops againft the de- 
. fultory bands of Turks or PerHans, that he acquired a folid military force ; but by train- 
ing them to endure the firm attack of regular battalions, and to learn to conquer from 
repeated defeats ; with this defign, the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of Swe- 
den, whofe veterans had long been the terror of the north, the more readily his troops 
would imbibe their military fpirit, and learn their well regulated manoeuvres. Add to 
this, that the protedion of the new commerce, which he opened through the Baltic, de- 
pended upon the creation and maintenance of a naval force, which required his immedi- 
ate and almofl: continual infpe£Iioh. To this circumflapce alone is owing the rapid and 
refpe£table rife of the Ruffian power, its preponderance in the north, and political im- 
portance in the fcale of Europe. In a word, had not Peter transferred the feat of go- 
vernment to the ffiores of the Baltic, the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant in the 
Turkifh feas ; and Catharine II. had never flood forth, the arbitrefs of the north, and 
the mediatrix * of Europe. 

The internal improvement of the Ruffian Empire, the great objeft of Peter's reign, 
was confiderably advanced by approaching the capital to the more civilized parts of Eu- 
rope ; by this means he drew the nobility from their rude magnificence and feudal dig- 
nity at Mofeow, to a more immediate dependence upon the Sovereign, to more polifhed 
manners, to a greater degree of focial intercourfe. Nor did any other caufe, perhaps, 
fo much tend to promote his plans for the civilization, of his fubjefls, as the removal of 
the imperial feat from the inland provinces to the Gulf of Finland. 

In oppoftrion, therefore, to the cenfurers of Peter, we cannot but efleem this a£l as 
extremely beneHcial, and might even venture to afiert, that if, by any revolution of Eu- 
rope, this empire fhould lofe its acquifitions on the Baltic } if the court fhould repair to 
Mofeow, and maintain a fainter conneflion with the European powers before aneffiential 
reformation in the maimers of the people takes place ; Ruffia would foon relapfe into 
her original barbarifm, and no traces of the memorable improvements introduced by 
Peter I. and Catharine II. be found but in the, annals of hiflory. .. 

In walking about this metropolis I was filled with aflonifhment on refining, that Ib 
late as the beginning of this century, the ground on which Peterfburgh now fla^s was a 
morafs occupied by a few fifhermen’s huts. The firfl building of the city is fo recent 
as to be almoft remembered by perfoivi now alive, and its gradual progrefs is traced 
without difficulty. * Peter the Great having wrelled Ingria from the Swedes, and ad- 
vanced the boundaries of his empire to the Ihores of the Balric, determined to erefl a 
fortrefs upon a fmall ifland in the modth of the Neva, for prote^g his conquefis, and 

* It mult be remembered, that Catharine 11. mediated tbrpescc of Teichen, in J1799, between the Em- 
peror of Germany and the King of Pruffia. 
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opening a new channel of commerce •. Asa prelude to this undertaking, a fmall 
battery was raifed on another ifland of the Neva, upon, the fpot now occupied by the 
Academy of Sciences, and was commanded by Vaffili Deniitrievitch Kotlhmin. All 
the orders of the Emperor fent to this officer being direfted Vq^Hi na OJirof, To 
Vaffili upon the ifland, this part of the tot^ was called Vqfftli OJirof^ or the ifland of 
Vaffili. ' 

The fortrefs was begun on the i6th of May, 1703; and, notwirhflanding the ob- 
ftruQions arifing from the marfhy nature of the ground, and the inexperience of the 
workmen, a fmall citadel, furrounded with a rampart of earth, and ftrengthened with 
fix baflions, was completed in a fliort time. An author f, who was in Ruflia at that 
period, informs us, “ that the labourers were not furnilhed with the neceflfary tools, 
as pick-axes, fpades and fliovels, wheel-barrows, planks and the like; notwithflanding 
which, the work went on-with fuch expedition, that it was furpriflng to fee the fortrefs 
raifed within Icfs than five months, though the earth, which is very fcarce thereabouts, 
was, for the greater part, carried by the labourers in -the fkirts of their clothes, and 
in bags made of rags and old mats, the ufe of wheel-barrows being then unknown to 
them.’* 

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habitations were erefted. For his own immediate 
refidence, Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1703, a fmall hut to be raifed in an 
adjacent ifland, which he called the iflatfd of St. Peterfburgh, and from which the new 
metropolis has derived its name : this hut was low and fmall, and is ftill preferved in 
memory of the fovereign who condefeended to dwell in it. Near it was foon after- 
wards conftrufted another wooden habitation, but larger and more commodious, in 
which Prince Mentchikof refided, and gave audience to foreign minifters. At a fmall 
diitance was an inn, much frequented by the courtiers and perfons of all ranks ; to 
which Peter frequently repaired on Sundays after divine fervice, and caroufed with 
his fuite and others who happened to be prefeiu, as fpe£lators of the fire-works and di^ 
verfions exhibited by his orders. 

On the 30th of May, 1706, Peter demolifhed the fmall citadel, and began the found- 
ation of the new fortrefs on the fame fpot. In 1710, Count Golovkin built the firil 
edifice of brick, and in the following year the Tzar, with his own hand, laid the founda- 
tion of a houfe, to be erected with the fame materials From thefe ftpall beginnings 
rofe the prefent metropolis of Ruflia ; and in lefs than nine years, the feat of empire was 
transferred from Mofeow to Peterfburgh. — 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for the improvement of the new capital,, 
will appear from his mandates. In 1714 he enjoined, that all buildings upon the ifland 
of St. Peterfburgh, and in the Admiralty quarter, particularly thofe on the banks of the 
Neva, fliould be conftrudied after the G^rmaa manner,, with timber and brick ; that: 
the nobility and principal merchants fhould be obliged to have houfes in Peterfburgh ; 
that every large vefiel navigating to the city, fhould bring thirty flones, every fmall one 
ten, and every peafant’s waggon three, towards the conflrutition of the bridges and 
other public works ; that the rop& of the houfes fhould be no longer covered with birch 
planks and bark, fo dangecous in cafp of fire, but with tiles or clods of earth. la 1 716. 
a regular plan § for the new city was approved b^ Peter ; the principal part of the new 
metropolis was to be fituafed in the ifland of Vaffili-Oftrof ; and, in imitation of die 

• 

* See Hlft. Geog. and Top. Befchreibung dcr Stadt. S. Pet. in the Journal of St. Pet. for I779.* 
f Perry’s State of Rufliai voLi. p. (too. Journal of St. Peterfburgh, 

\ The reader will find a delineation of this plan in Perry’i State of RuiEa. 
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Dutch towns,' canals were to be cut through the principal ftreets, and lined with ave- 
nues of trees; but it has never been carried into execution ; and under the Emprefs 
Anne, the imperial refidence was removed to the Admiralty quarter. The nobility 
foon followed the example of the fovereign ; and, excepting fome public edifices, and 
the row of houfes fronting the Neva, the Vaflili-Oftrof is the worft part of the city, and 
contains more wooden buildings than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to embellilh Peterlburgh, but none more than 
the prefent Emprefs, who may be called its fecond founder. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, all thefe improvements, it bears every mark of an infant city, and is ftill “ only 
an immenfe outline, which will require future Empreffes and almoft future ages to 
complete*.” The ftreets in general are broad t.and fpacious; and three of the prin. 
* cipal ftreets, which meet at the Admiralty, and reach' to the extremities of the fuburbs, 
are at leaft two miles in length. Moft of them are paved j but a few are ftill fuffered 
to remain floored with planks. In feveral parts of the metropolis, particularly in the 
Vaflili-Oftrof, wooden houfes and habitations, fcarccly fuperior to common cottages, 
are blended with the public buildings ; but this motley mixture is far lefs common than 
at Mofcow. 

The brick houfes are ornamented with a white ftucco, which has led feveral travellers 
to aflert that they are built with done ; Whereas, unlefs I am miftaken, there are only 
two ftone ftruftures in all Peterfburgh j the oile'the church of St. Ifaac, of hewn gra- 
nite, and marble columns, not yet finiflied ; the other the marble palace, conftrufted at 
the expence of the Emprefs, on the banks of the Neva. Her Imperial Majefty gave this 
fuperb edifice to Prince Orlof ; and, at his death, purchafed it from his executor for 
s,ooo,ooo of roubles. The ftyle of architedure is magnificent but heavy ; the front 
is coinpofed of poli/hed granite and marble, and finiflied with fuch nicety, and in a ftyle 
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it Teems to have been tranfported to the 
prefent fpot, like a palace in the Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of Aladdin’s 
lamp |. It contains forty rooms upon each floor, and is fitted up in a ftyle of fuch 
fplendour, that the cxpence of the furniture amounted to i ,500,000 roubles. 

The manfions of the nobility are vaft piles of building, but not in general upon fo 
magnificent a fcale as feveral 1 obferved at Mofcow ; they are furniflied with great coft, 
and as elegantly as thofe at Paris or London. They are fituated chiefly on the fouth fide 
of the Neva, either in the Admiralty quarter, or in the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, 
which are the fineft parts of the dity. 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit the moft grand and lively fcenes I ever 
beheld. That river is in many places as broad as the Thames at London ; it is allb 
deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as cryftal ; and the banks are lined with handfomc'^ 
buildings. On the north fide, the fortrefs, tjjie Academy of Sciences, and Academy 
of Arts, are the moft ftriking objects.: on the Oppofite fide are the imperial palace, tlie 
Admiralty ,’the manfions of many Ruflian nobles, and the Englilb line, lb called, becaufe 
the whole row is principally occupied by the Englifli merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings* on the fouth fide, is the Qus^y, which ftretches for three miles, except where 
it is interrupted by*the Admiralty ; and the Neva, during thp whole of that fpace, has 
been lately embanked by a wall, parapet, and pavement of Jiewn granite ; a magnifi- 
cent and durable monument of imperial inuaificence. The cknals of Catherine, and of 

* Wraxaira Tour, p 231* 

f They are moftly as broad as Oxford ftreet : thofe with canals much broader. 

X In this palace Staniflaus, the abdicated king of Poland, died. 
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the Fontanka *, which are feye^I miles in length, have been recently eml^anked in the 
fame manner, and add greatly to the beauty of the metrqpolis. 

The quantity of polled granite ufed in thefe 'public works is Ihfficient to aftonifli an 
European archited, who confiders the hardnels of the (lone, and the difficulty with 
which it is poliihed. I have frequently viewed with furprize ^e procefs employed by 
the Ruffian worknjen, in fmoothing the granite. They batter the (lone with an iron, 
hammer edged with Reel ; the' quantity which flies off at each Rroke is almoR imper* 
ceptible ; but by repeatedly Rriking the fame place, the prominent parts are worn 
away, and the Rone becomes fmooth. To this gradual attntion may be applied the 
proverb, 

Gutta eavat lapidentt non vi fed fape cadendo* 

Peterffiurgh, though more compad than other Ruffian cities, with the houfes in 
many Rreets contiguous to each other. Rill bears a refemblance to the towns of this 
country, and is built in a very Rraggling manner. By an order lately iflucd from go* 
vemment, the city has been enclofed within a rampart, the circumference whereor is 
twenty-one verRs, or fourteen Englilh miles. 

The average population of Peterffiurgh may be colIe£led from the liRs of births and 
deaths during feven years. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


1771 

Males 

Fjemales 

*459 < 

2322 j 

00 

Males 

Females 

m 

1772 

1773 

»774 

m m 

m m 

Males 

Females 

Os 00 
OS 

00 

• t 

4759 
^ 5483 

■ 5437 

Males 

Females 

m 

m 

1775 

- 

• 

4961 

m 

m 

1776 

Males - , 

Females 

2816? 

25813 

5397 

Males 

Females 

m 

m 


Natives. 

Males 

2717 


Males 

Natives. 

1777 

Females 

Foicigners. 

2618 

5854 

Females 

m 

Foreigners. 

Males 

Females 

26s 

254J 

Males . 
Females 

■i- 


Total of births for feven years 36,67 a Total of Deaths 


4727 

. 3107 


3»«7 

ao 43 

*65 


5660 


32,165 


Annual average of births, omitting fmall fra^ons • 5238 

of deaths - - - 4594 

By multiplying the births flue thoufahd two hundred and thirty-eight by twenty five, 
the fum is one hundred and thirty-four thoulaiU nine hundred and fifty ; and the deaths 
four thoufand five hundred and. ninety-four by twenty-fix, the fum is one hundred and 
nineteen thoufand four hundred and forty four. By taking the medium, therefore, 

* AndthcMoika fincc my depaitare. 
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between the^e two Aims, we have one hundred and twenty-fix thonfand Ax hundred 
and ninety-feven for the number of inhabitants 

PeterAsurgh, from its low and niarihy fituation, is fubjeft to inundations, which 
fometimes threaten the town with a total fubmerfion. I'hefe Aoods are chie% occa- 
Aoned by a weA or fouth-weft wind, which, blowing diredly from the gulf, obftru£ts 
the current of the Neva, and caufes an accumulation of the waters. On the 1 6th of 
November we had nearly perfonal experience of this dreadful calamity. Being in- 
vited to a inafquerade at the Cadet’s in the Vaffili Ollrof, on our approach to the 
bridge we perceived that a ftormy weft wind had fwelled the riv^r lb confiderably as to 
elevate the pontoons ; and the bridge was in danger of being carried away. Inftead, 
therefore, of repairing to the mafquerade, we returned home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expectation of an immediate deluge. ^Providentially a fiidden change 
of wind preferved Peterftmrgh from the impending calafhophe, and the inhabitants 
from an almoft univerfal confternation, which recent I'ufl'erings imprefled upon their 
minds. I allude to the flood m the month of September 1777, wnofe effects are thus 
deferibed : “fin the evening of the qih a violent ft'"*m of wind blowing at S.W. and 
afterwards W. raifed the Neva and its various branches to lO great a height, that at 
Ave in the morning the waters poured over their bank, and fuddeqly overflowed the 
town, but more particularly the Vaffili Oftrof and the ifla..., of St. Peterfburgh. The 
torrent rofe in feveral ftreets to the depth o 5 four feet and an half : and overturned, 
by its rapidity, various buildings and bridges. About feven, the wina fliifting to N.W. 
the flood fell fuddenly ^ and at mid-day moft of the llrects, which in the morning could 
only be paffed in boats, became dry. For a fliort time the river rofe ten feet feven 
inches above its ordinary level.” 

The diviAons of Peterfburgh, on each Ade of the Neva, are connected by a bridge 
on pontoons, which was ufually removed when the large maffes of ice driven down the 
ftream from the lake Ladoga |, Arft made their appearance, and for a few days, until 
the river was frozen fufGciently hard to bear carriages, there was no communication 
between the oppoAte parts of the town. The depth of the river renders it extremely 
difiicult to build a ftone bridge : and if one fliould be conftruCted, it would probably be 
deftroyed by thefevaft llioals of ice. To remedy this incovenience, a Ruffian peafant 
projected the fublime plan of throwing a wooden bridge of a Angle arch acrofs the 
river, which in its uarroweft part is nine hundred and eighty feet in breadth. The 
arnft has executed a model ninety-eight feet in length, vhich I examined with great 
attention, ^as he explained the proportion and mechanifm. 

* Sufi'lick edimates the population of Peterfburgh at one hundred and thirty-three thonfand one 
hundred and ninety- fix, by miiltiplying tbc births by twenty eight f and one hundred and thirty-two 
thor.fand nine hundred and ninety, by multiplying the deaths by twenty fix ; neither of which numbers 
difTcis v-flentially from the average number in the text : he adds, that Peterfburgh is the only large town 
in which there are more births than deaths. The population of Peterfburgh is continually increafmg, as 
well from the excefs of the births above the deaths, as from the influx of natives and foreigners. According 
to a cenfus taken in 17II4, it contained one hundred and twenty-fix thoufaud* eight hundred and twenty- 
feven males, and fpcty-five thonfand fix hnndred and nineteen females, including about twenty-feven 
thoufand eight hundred and ninety foreigners ; in all one hundred and^nincty-two thoufand four hundred 
and forty-fix perfons. 

According to ProfefTor Heym (Encyclopedia! des Rulfifchen Reichy) Peterfburgh was twenty-four 
verfta in circumference in 17S4, and contained feventy-one chtitclics, and three thoufand four hundred and 
thirty.one houfes, of which one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one wore of brick, and two thoufand 
-one hundred and forty of wood. f Journ. St. Pet. -Sept. 1777. 

% This bridge was, in December 1779, replaced for thefiifi time, and continued during the winter, 
a praAife which has been fince renewed, and renders the communication more convenient. 

5 • The 
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The bridge is confi:rij£l:ei on the fame principle as that of Schaffhaufen, *excepting 
that the mechanifm is more complicated, and Uie road not fo level. I lhall attempt to 
dcfcribe it by fuppofing it finilhed, as that will convey the befl: idea of the plan. The 
bridge is roofed at the top, and enclofed at the fides ; it is formed by four frames of 
timber, two on each fide, compofed of beams or trufles, which fupport the whole 
fabric. The road is not carried over the top of the arch, but fufpendcd in the middle. 


Feet. 

Length of the a*'utment on the north end - - 658 

Span of the arch - . - . - 980 

Length of the abutment Oit the fouth end - 658 

' Length of the whole fir e - - 3396 

'J he plane of the roai- opo. '.ts fi “ a.^er-t u.akr'i an angle of five degrees 
with tht ordhary furface of the ’ v 

r 4 ca Ic 1 the river to the top o<: uie in .!ie center - 168 

Ditto to the bottom of 'he bridge - - ~ 126 

I leigh* of the bridge in il j center - . 42 

I ' -ight froVn the bottom of 'he bridge in the center * the road • 7 

Height frc't, the botu mi of the bridg e to the water - . 84 

Height from the water to the I'pring ol the arci. - - 56 


I'here is a ’iflerence of thirty-five teet between the road at the fpring of the arch, 
and the road at the center ; la other words, an afeent of thirty-five feet in four , hun- 
dred ninety, which is little more than ei^ht tenths of an inch to a foot *, The 
bridge is broadeft oward the fides, ..nd diminilhes towards the center. * 

In tnc broadeft part it is - - i68 feet. 

In the center or narrowaft - 42 

Tht jreadth of the road is - , . 28 , 

The artift informed me, that to conftrufi the bridge would requ’”e forty-nine thou- 
fand fix hundred w. u fifty iron nails, twelve thoufaud nin. ’iund’'ed and eight large 
trees, five thoufand five hundred beams, and that it would coft 300,000 roubles, or 
6o,oool. He fpeaks of this bold projeft with the warmth of genius, and is convinced 
that it is prafticable., 1 muft own, 1 am of the fame opinion, though I hazard it with 
great diffidence. What a noble effeft would be produced by a bri^e fpringing acrols 
the Neva, with an arch nine hundred and eighty feet wide, and towering one hundred 
and fixty-eight feet from the furfiice of the water ! Th^ defeription of fuch a bridge 
feems almolt chimerical ; and yet, on iiifpe&ing the model, we are reconciled to the 
idea. But whether the execution of this ftudendous work may be deemed poftible or 
not, the model itfelf is worthy of attention, and reflefls high honour on the inventive 
faculties of untutored genius : it is fo cbmpafl, that it hasfupported three thoufand 
five hundred and forty pood, or one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand four bupdred 
and forty pounds, witnout fwenring from its dirqflion, which is far more, in proportion 
to its fize, than the bridge, if completed, would have occafion to fuftain from thepref- 
fure of the carriages added to its own weight. 

* The afeent of the road of the bridge of .Schaffhaufen is barely four tenths of an inch in a foot. 
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The projeflor of this plan was apprenticed to a (liop-keeper at Nifhnei Novogorod ; 
and, like the Swifs carpenter who built, the bridge of Schairhaufeu*, unacquainted 
with the theory of mechanics. Oppolite to his dwelling was a wooden clock, which 
excited his curiofity ; by repeated examinations ho comprehended the internal ftruc- 
ture, and, without afliftance, formed one exactly ilmilar. Ilis fuccefs in this effay 
urged him to undertake the conftrudtion of metal clocks and watches. The Emprefs, 
acquainted with thefe wonderful exertions of native genius, took him under her pro- 
tedion, and lent him to England ; from whence, on account of , his ignorance of th(( 
language, he loon returned to Rullia. I favv a repeating watch of his worknumlhip at 
thtwXcadcmy of Sciences it is about the bignel's of an egg ; in the inlide is reprefenteil 
• the tomb of our Saviour, with the Hone at the entrance, and the ccntinels upon duty; 
fuddenly the Hone is removed, the ccntincls fall down, the angels appear, tli • women 
enter the fepulchrc, and the chant performed on Eallcrevc is heard. Thefe are 
trifling, although curious performances; but the plan of the bridge was a fublime 
conception. T his pcrlbn, whofe name is Kulibin, bears the appearance of a Rulliaii 
pcafant ; he has a long beard, and wears the common drefs of the country ; ho re- 
ceives a penlion from the Emprefs, and is encouraged to follow the bent of his me- 
chanical genius. _ __ 

The noblelt monument of the gratitude and generation paid to Peter I. is his equel- 
trian Hatue in bronze, of coloffal fize ; it is the work of Falconet, the celebrated 
French Hatuary, caH at the expence of Catharine II. in honour of her great predc- 
celfor, whom Ihe reveres and iniitates. The monarch is reprefented in the attitude of 
mounting a precipice, . the I'ummit of which he .has nearly attained. His head is un- 
covered, and crowned with a laurel; he wears a loofc veH in the Afiatic Hyle, with 
half-boots, and fits on a houfing of bear-fidn : the right hand is Hretched out, as in 
the aft of giving benediftion to his people, and the left holds the reins. I’he defign 
is mallerly, and ihe attitude bold and fpirited. T'he Hat pofition of tlie right hand is 
deficient in dignity, and lias an unpleafing elleCt ; for which reafon, the view of the 
loft lide is m<)H Hriking, where the figure is graceful and animated. The horfe is 
fpringing upon the hind legs and the tail, which is full and flowing, appears flight- 
ly to*touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to afliH in fupporting the valt weight f. The 
artiit has, in this noble effay of genius, reprefented Peter as the legiflator of his coun- 
try, withoK allufion to conqueH and bloodlhcd ; wifely preferring his civil qualities 
to nis milipiry exploits |. The contrail between the coinpoi'ure of Peter (though 
perhaps not charadleriflic) and the fire of the horfe, eager to prefs forwards, is very 
Hriking. T’he fimplicity of the infeription correlpoiids to the fublimity of the defign. 

PETROPRIMOS, PETRUPERVOMU 

CATHi' RINA SECUND/x EKATHERENA VT'ORAIYA 

1782. 

* For die account tif the btidge of Stlialfhaiiftn, fee Travels in Switzerland, Letter II. 

+ The height of the hero I* eleven fei t ; of the horfe fevcnteeii j '.he bronze In the tlilnneft part is 
only three lines, but increafea gradually towar^ds the hind feet of the horfe to one inch j the weight of the 
whole (eaclullve of the counterpoife of ten tlioufand pounds) is foity-foiir tlioufand and forty-one Rulfian, 
or ihiriy-fix thoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix Englilh Munds. 

t Falconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged nf^ft his tlaiue oh this account. See his Letter to 
pith rot, in “ I'ieces written by Monf. FalcoiKt,” tranllated by Mr. Tookc, p. 47. Where the reader 
will idfo find an engraving ol the ftatue. $ Catherine II. to Peter I. 
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Falconet having conceived the defign of placing the^ ftatue on a huge rock • inftead 
of a pedeftal, carefully cxamincil the environs of Peterfourgh, for a detached mafs 
of granite, of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions of the equeftrian figure i 
and after confiderable rcfearch, he difcovered, near the village of Lachta, a dupendous 
crag, half burietl in the mklfl: of a niarfliy foreft. The expence and dilTicuIty of 
transporting it were no obftacles to Gatherine II. ; the niorafs was drained, the foreit 
cleared, and a road four verftsin length formed from the fltorc to the Gulf of Finland. 
It was fet in motion pn large friclion- balls, and grooves of metal, by means of pullies 
and windlalfes, worked by four hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with forty men fcated on the top, twelve hundred feet a day to the Ihore, then em- 
barked on a nautical machine t, tranfported eight verfts by water, and landed at Peterf- 
burgh near the fpot where it is now crefled. This more than Roman work was 
accompliflicd in lefs than fix months; the rock when landed was forty-tw'o feet long 
at the bale, thirty-fix at the top, eleven broad and feventeen high, and weighed fifteen- 
hundred tons. 

d'hc pedefial, however, though ftill of prodigious magnitude, is far from retaining 
the original diipenfions ; as, in order to form a proper llation for the fiatue, and re- 
prefent an afeent, the bulk has been much diminiflted. But I could not obferve with- 
out regret, that the artift had refined t«o much upon nature ; and in order to produce 
a rcfcinblance of an abrupt precipice, had been too lavilh of the chiflll. Art is too 
conl'picuous ; and the effect would have been more fubiime had the ftone been left as 
much as poffible in its rude ftatc, a vaff, unwieldy, ftupendous mafs. 

The ftatue was ercflcd on the pedeftal on the 27th of Auguft: 1782, near the Ad- 
miralty, and the pontoon bridge over the Neva. The ceremony was performed with 
great folemnhy, and accompanied wirh a folemn Inauguration. 

Having palTcd fcveral months in Ruftia, I (hall throw together feveral fafls and 
obfervations concerning the ftate of the weather, and the effects of the cold in this fe- 
vere climate. 

During our journey from Mofeow to Peterfburgh, in the month of September, wc 
found the weather very changeable, the autumnal rains being extremely frequent and 
heavy J. The mornings and evenings were extremely cold ; and, whenever it did not 
rain, we generally obferved the gral's and trees covered with a hoar freft. On our 
arrival at Peterlburgh on the 29th of September, the winter was not yet fet in: in 

Oftober 

* “ Pour marqiicur a poilcrile, d’pu c<t hero* Icf^^iflatcur etoit parti, et qtieU obllackt il fur- 
tnon'e.” — Defeription d’une Pierte pour frrvir de Piedrftal, &c. in Haygold’s Pufaland, vol. ii. p. zi i. 

f This nautical machine was conftru^ted on the principle of the camel, which is ufed to co..vey Ihips 
over the bars, both at Amfterdam and St Peterfburgh. - It was hollow, 'and being funk to the water level, 
the done was placed upon it, the water was then pumped out of It, and it rofe and floated. The ftone, 
fiu ported by this machine, appeared like a moving mountain on the furface of the gult. 

The machinery for the tranfport of this enormous mafs was conftiuftcd under the d/rcAiou of Count 
Cat burl, who was kiiowm in Ruilia under the name of the Chevalier Lafearis, and the procefs is defenbed 
in a fuperb work, Illuftrated with engravings, under the title of ‘'Monument elbtc a la glorie de Pierre 
ie Grand, 1777 ” . • - 

X In thirty days It rained twenty-four ; and the quantify of water which fell at St. Peteifburgh in the 
.month of September O.S. was equal to 2^ Englifh inches tn depth. 

Krom accurate obfervations, during fourteen years, to afcertaln the quantity of rain and fnow which 
fell at St. Peteifburgh, the refult was, that the average annual duration of Aiowy-and rainy weather was 
equal to forty-two times twenty-four hours, or fomething lefs than the ninth part of the year* From a 
courfe ot ten years' obfervations it appeared, that rain f£ll during fomc part of one hundred and three 
days, and fnow during feme part of feventy two | and that if the year was divided into twelve parts, a 
fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow. 
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Oftoberthe weather, for the firfl: twenty days, was the mod part rainy; the mercury, 
in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, was feldota below freezing point, and moftly flu£tuated 
between 32 and 44. 

The fnow made its fird appearance in fleet on the gth, and the following day came 
down in flakes and in large quantities ; on the 24th the mercury fuddenly funk to 25, 
rofe the next morning above the freezing point, a hidden thaw enfued, and all the 
fnow difappeared in a few hours. The fummer and winter are not, as in our climate, 
gradually divided by fpring and autumn, but feem almod to fucceed each other. 

On the 1 5th of November the Neva * was entirely frozen t : ’foon afterwards the 


i 'le \ hole quantity of rain and fnow water, taken together, which fell in the courfe of a year, was the 
'following proportion : 

Iiuhcs . Inches. 

January, 

o,y 79 

July, 

AuguA, 

September, 

2,7'.o 

February, 

0.979 

2,671 

March, 

0 801 

3.473 

April, 

May, 

1,146 

Oi^obcr, - • 

2.493 

•»335 

November, 

*.513 

June, 

3.1 

December^ • 

,0.979 

22,345 


The average quantity of ra!n which falls In London In the courfe of a year Is equal to nineteen thoufand 
two hundred and forty oone. 

The freezing of the Neva Is not attended with any peculiarities which didInguKh It from other rivers* 
The following clrcumflances, which fell under my obftrvation» are extradled from my journal. 

Monday monilngi Nov. 9. On Saturday the yth^ fmall pieces of ice» which came from the lake Ladoga^ 
were fird obferved floating with the dream s the fame day in the evening the bridge of boats was removed, 
as In thefe cafes they colled^ and would carry It away. Yeftcrday the pieces of Ice were more frequent and 
maify ; to day they are fmall floating iflands, which almoit cover the river : the Tides of the Neva are 
fiozen only a few feet from die banks ; all the canals are covered with ice, and people are fcating upon 
them 

Nov. 12 and 13. The Neva is frozen above the place where the bridge was dationed, by the pieces of 
ice which have united and barred the paflage : below it the dream is open for boats, which are continually 
pafling to and fio. 

Nov. 13. The bridge of boats is again replaced, as there is no longer any danger of its being carried 
away by the flpating mafies of ice ; and will continue during the whole winter, a circumftance which has 
not happened flnee the foundation of Peteifburgh. 

Nov. 15. The river about and below the bridge is entirely frozen, and I faw perfons walking acro£i 
it. I am informed that yeAerday the ice was Arong engugh to bear foot paiTengers } this will convey 
fome idea of the feverity of the weither in this climate ; as the rapid current was open on the i3tb, and 
on the next day was frozen. 


Table of the freezing and thawing- of the Neva for five fucceffive 
years, from Profeffor Kraft’s Obfervaiions. 

* 773 - 

1774 - 

» 77 S- 1 

1776. 

* 777 - 

New Style 16 

>^pril 21 

2t 

*5 

30 

April, — 

— 


— 


Old Style 27 

May ^ 2 

May 3 

Mty 6 

May 1 j 

19 

7 

22 


26 

Not. — 


_ 

— . 


30 

• 18 

23 

*3 

Dec. 7 

Open 217 days. 

200 I 

[ ^ 2^4 

1 201 <1 2(0 


See Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777. P. II. p. 73. 

f In 1^84, the Neva was not finally frozen until the night of the 5th of December, If. S. 

The thicknefs ol the ice is from twenty, four to thirty-eight feet } the average about twenty-eight. 

Gulf 
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Gulf of Finland was covered with ice, and fledges began to pafs from Peteriburgh to 
Cronftadt, the road being marked over the furface by rows of trees. 

Even during the months of December and January, the weather was extremely 
changeable ; is Ihifted in a fudden manner from a fevere frofl: to a thaw ; the mercury 
in the thermometer often rofe within the courfe of twenty hours from ao to 34, and 
funk again as rapidly in the fame fpace of time *. 

When the frofl: was not fevere, namely, when the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo- 
meter was not below ^lo, I frequently walked out in a common great coat. When 
the Cold was more intenfe, I was dreifed in the manner of the nadves ; and wore, in 
my daily excurfions, a or large fur cloak, fur boots or flioes, a black velvet or 
fur bonnet, that prevented the froft from nipping my ears, the part which I found the 
inoft liable to be affedted. During the qth, loth, and 11th of January, the froft was 
nearly as intenfe f as it was ever felt at Peterfburgh j tl'e mercury in the thermometer 
falling at one time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31. This cold, however, did 
not detain me at home ; but I walked out, as ufual, with my pelijfe, boots, and found 
it by no means unpleafant, the fun fhining with great' brightnefs. As I traverfed the 
city on the morning of the 12th, I obferved feveral perfons whofe faces -had- been 
bitten by the froft : their cheeks had large fears, and appeared as if finged with a hot 
iron. As I was walking with an Englifl) gentleman, who, inftead of a fur cap, had on 
a common hat, his ears were fuddenly frozen : he felt no pain, and would not have 
perceived it for fome time, had not a Ruffian informed him j, and affifted him in rub- 
bing the part afledled with fnow, by which means it was inftantly recovered. This, 
or friction with flannel, is the ufual remedy; but fhould the perfon in that ftate approach 
the Are, or dip the part in warm water, it immediately mortifies and drops oft; 

The common peoplecontihuedat work as ufual, and the drivers of fledges plied in 
the ftreets, feemingly unaflefted by the froft; their beards were incrufted with clotted 
ice, and the horfes covered with ificles* Even during this extreme cold, the people 


♦ Although I examined the thermometer every day; yet I did not attempt to form a fcrics of rc-^ 
gular obfervations, vi^hich 1 now much regret. I occafionally, indeed, made a few remarks, which I 
ihall infert, as I find them fcattered in my journal; they will tend to confirm the truth of what 1 have 
advanced in relation to the change of weather obfervable at Peterfburgh, and will ferve to contradi£i 
thofe authors, who alTcrt that, as Toon as the hard froft. commences, the cold continues with uniform 
feverity, and with little variation, during the whole feafon. Nov. i6. Today a thaw ; the thermometei- 
mounted to 40 : in the evening fharp froft again ; the mercury falling to eo. — Nov. 23*. The ther. 
mometer at 4, 5, and 6.-*-Dec. 3. It has been thefe few days moftly a thaw and changeable weather.*- 
Dec. 6. The thermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 3310 10. — Dec. ii. Thermometer at -10. — Dec. 14. 
A fudden thaw, which continued the i(;th and i6th.— Dec* 17. Thermometer •7.— -Dec. itS. Ther- 
mometer at -5, and a fog at the fame lime — Dec. 19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing points 
— Dec, a I. Changeable weather all this week, from (harp froft to fudden thaw. — Jan. 1. 1779. Wea- 
ther very changeable, the thermometer one morning at «B, the next above freezing point; this winter it 
has not as yet been lower than »13.—Jan. 6. Thermometer at *14. — Jan. p. Thermometer at -7} ; the 
barometer mounted fuddenly very high fince laft night. — Jan 10. Earljr this morning the thermometer 
at -z j, and at 11 at 2ojf. Barometer at 30/7. The fmokc of the chimnies was prefled down to the 
ground.— Jan. ix. Thermometer at -28, according to my own obfervatlon, at ten Jn the morning ; but 
earlier the knercury had funk to -3if or 63! below freezing point. Jan. 15. I hermometcr, fince the 
1 ith, rofe gradually : oil the xafh iu the morning it ftood to -13 ; from thcncc it fell to o, to i ^ ; and 
to day it is above freezing point. - ' • 

I made the fame obfervatiqns during the fecond winter which I pafled at Peterfburgh, and' found the 
weather equally uncertain. • 

t The winter in which profeflbr Braun congealed quickfilver, the cold was fo intenfe, that De Lifle’s 
thermometer funk to 204^=1*11 Fahrenheit’s to— -33, or 65 below freezing point. 

The part frozen always turns quite white, a fybptom well known, and immediately perceived by the 
natives. * 

6 did 
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mutton at three half-pence per. pound; a goofefor ten-pence, and a pig foreigi t pcsnce, 
and all other articles equally reafonable *. 

To render tl)is frozen food fit for dreffing, it is firfl: thawed in cold water. Frozen 
meat, however, lofes much of its flavour; and the tables of perfons of condition, and 
thofe of the Englifli merchants, are fupplied with frefh killed meat, which is fold from 
four-pence to fix-pence a pound. 


Chap. W .-—Prejentation to the Pmprefs.’-~’Court. — BaUi.-— Masquerades.— -Public F/?- 
tertainments.'r-^rders of Knighthood.’— Jccount of the Place called the Hermitage.— 
Di/iribution of the Emprefs's Tinie.—Ruflan Nobility. — Their Hofpitality . — Poiitencfs. 
jljfemblies. - Englijb Merchants . — Club. 

ON the firft of Ofiober, in the morning, between eleven and twelve, wc attended 
our min}fter, Sir James Harris t, to the drawing-room, impatient to behold Catharine 
II. It was fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the birth day of the Great Duke, 
in honour of whom a moil brilliant court was 'aflembled. hi the entrance into the 
drawing-room flood two centinels of the guards ; their uniform was a green coat, with 
a red cuff and cape, white waifleoat and breeches; they had filver helmets faftened un- 
der the chin with filver clafps, and ornamented with an ample plume of red, yellow, 
black, and white feathers. Within the drawing-room, at the doors of the paflage lead- 
ing to the royal apartments were flationed two foldiers of the knight’s body-guard ; a 
corps .perhaps more fiimptuoufly accoutred than any in Europe. They wore cafques, 
like the antients, with a rich plumage of blade feathers, and chains and broad plates of 
folid filver were braided over their uniforms, reprefenting a fplendid coat of mail. 

In the drawing-room we fouhd a numerous aflembly of foreign miniflers. Ruffian 
nobility, and officers waiting the arrival of the Emprefs, who was attending divine fer- 
vice in the chapel of the palace, whitner we alfo repaired. Amid a prodi.<;ious con- 
courfe of nobles, I obferved Catharine flanding fingly behind a railing; the only dif- 
tindlion by which her place was marked. Next to her flood the Great Duke and 
Duchels, '*and behind an indiferiminate throng of courtiers. The Emprefs repeatedly 
bowed, and crofled herfelf, according to the forms ufed in .the Greek church, with great 
appearance of devotion. Before the conclufion of the fervice we returned to the draw- 
ing-room, and took our flation near the door, in order to be prefented at Her Majefly’s 
entrance. 

About twelve, the chief officers of the houfehold, the miftrefs of the robes, the maids 
-of honour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, advancing two by two in a long train, 
announced the approach of their Sovereign. Her Majefty came forward with a flow 
and folemn pace, walking with great pomp, holding her head high, and perpetually 
bowing to the right and left. She flopped near the entrance of the drawing-room, and 
fpoke with great ^aflability to the foreign miniflers, while they kifled her band. She 
then advanced a few fleps, and we were fingly prefented bx chancellor Count 

Oflerman, and had the honour of kiffing Her Majefty’a hand. The Emprefs wore, ac- 
cording to her ufual cuflom, a Ruffian drefs, a robe with a Ihort train, -and a vefl with 
fieeves reaching to the wrifl, like a Polonaife ; the yeft was of gold brocade, and the 
robe of light green filk ; her hair was dreffed low, and lightly fprinkled with powder ; 
her cap ornamented with a profufion of diamonds, and £he wore much rouge. Her 

• In 1778 . + Now Earlof,Malmelbunr. 
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perfon, though rather below the middle fize, is majeftic, and her countenance, particu> 
larly when fhe fpeaks, ej^relTes both dignity and fweetnefs. She walked flowly through 
the drawing-room, to her apartment, and entered alone. The Great Duke and Duchefs 
followed the Emprefs to the door, and then retired to their own drawihg-k'doni, where 
they had a levee •, but as we had not yet been prefented to them at a private audience, 
we could not, according to the etiquette of the Ruffian court, foUow them, 'fhe Great 
Duchefs leaned upon the arm of His Imperial Highnefs, and they both inclined their 
heads on either fide ro the company, as they pafied along. 

In the afternoon, dt fix, we repaired to a bait at court*- The private as well as the 
Hate apartments of the Emprefs are on the third ftory, and the whole Tuite is remarkably 
grand andfplendid. We found the company aflembled in the anti-chamber, who, as 
foon as the Great Duke and Duchefs made their appearance, all entered a fpacious 
ball-room. 

The Great Duke opened the ball by walking a minuet with his confort, at the end of 
which he handed out a lady, and the Great Duchefs a gentleman, with whom they each 
performed a fecond minuet at the fame time. They afterwards fucceflively conferred 
this honour in the lame manner upon many of the principal nobility, while feveral other 
couples were dancing minuets in different parts of the circle : the minuets were fuc- 
ceeded by Polilh dances, and followed by Englilh country-dances. When the Emprefs 
entered, Ihe was more richly appareletf than in the mommg, and wore a fmall crown of 
diamonds. v * • 

On her appearance the ball was fufpended ; while the Great Duke and Duchefs and 
the moff conliderable perfons haftened to pay their refpeds to their Sovereign. Catha- 
rine having addreffed a few words to fome of the principal nobility, afcended an ele* 
vated feat, and the dancing being again refumed, Ihe, after a fhort time^ withdrew into 
an inner apartment. We, in company with feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into the 
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at which the had fat down to cards. Her party 
confided of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Po- 
temkin, Marlhal Razomoflki, Cpunt Panin, Prince Kepnin, and Count Ivan Tcherni- 
chef. The game was Macao, the pieces in circulation were imperials *, and a player 
might win or iofe two or three hundred pounds. 

In the courfe of the evening the Great Duke and Duchefs prefented tbemfelves, and 
ftood by the table abo'ut a quarter of an hour, during which time Her Majefty occafion- 
ally entered into converfatibh with them. The Emprefs paid little . attehtion to the 
cards ; converfed familiarly and frequently with great vivacity, as well wkh the party 
at play as with the peribns of rank Handing near her. . About tenihe retired, and foon 
after the ball concluded. 

On the Ath we had the honour of being prefented at a private audience to the Great 
Duke and Duchefs ; both of whom converfed with us in the moll affable and conde- 
fcending manner; according to the etiquette of this court, we kiffed Her Imperial 
Highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Surday mommg at twplve, and on other 
particular feftivals, at which the Ambaffadors are ufuklly prefent, and which all foreign- 
ers who have been prefented, are pemitted . to ^ttend. The ceremony of kiffmg the 
£mprefs*s hand is repeated every court day by foreigners in the prefence chamber, and 
by the Ruffians in ano^r aptptment, who bend their knee on this occafion ; an ex- 

* An Imperial as* al* 
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preflion of homage not exafted from foreigners. No ladies, excepting thofe of the 
Emprefs's houfehold, make theiV appearance at the morning livees. 

Every court day the great Duke and Duchcfs have alfo feparate levees at their own 
apartments *in the palace. And on particular occafions, fuch as her own and the 
Emprefs’s birth*day, &c. foreigners have the honour of kifling Her Imperial Highnefs's 
band. : 

In the evening of a court day, there is always a ball at the palace, which begins be- 
tween fix and feven ; the foreign ladies kifs the Emprefs’s hand, who falates them in 
return on the cheek. Her Majefty, unlefs indifpofed, generally makes her appearance 
at feven ; and if the affembly is not numerous, plays at Macao in the ball-room j the 
• Great Duke ahd Duchefs, after dancing, fit down to whiff. Their Imperial High- 
neffes, alter a (hort interval, rife, approach the Emprels’s table, pay their refpefts, and 
then return to their game. When the ball happens to be crowded, the Emprefs 
forms her party in an adjoining room, which is open to all perfons who have been 
prefented. 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian court furpaffes defeription. It retains 
many traces of the Afiatic pomp, blended with European refinement. An immenfe 
retinue of courtiers always preceded and followed the Emprefs; the coftlinefs and glare 
of their apparel, and a profufion of precious flQnes, created a fplendour, of which the 
magnificence of other courts gives a faint idea. The court-drefs of the men is in the 
French falhion ; that of the ladies is a gown and petticoat, with a finall hoop ; the gown 
has long hanging fleeves and a (hort train, and is of a differ^t colour from the petti- 
coat. The ladies wore, according to the falhion of the winter* of 1778 at Paris and 
London, lofty head-drelfes, and were not fparing in theufeof rouge. Amid the fump- 
tuous articles which diftinguilh the Ruffian nobility, none perhaps is more calculated to 
ftrike a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and other precious fiones, which fpar- 
kle in every part of the drefs. In moft otheT European countries thefe cofi ly ornaments 
are principally appropriated to the ladies ; but here the men vie with the fair fex in the 
ufe of them. Many of the nobility were almoft edvered with diamonds ; their buttons, 
buckles, hilts of fwords, and epaulets, were fet with diamonds, their hats were frequently 
embroidered, if I may ufe the expreffion, with feveral rows, and a diamond ftar on the 
coat was fcarcely a diilindion. This paffion'for jewels feems to pervade the lower ranks 
of people, for even private families abound with them, and the wife of a Ruffian burgher 
will appear with a head.drefs or girdle of pearls, and other precious Hones, of the value 
of two or three hundred pounds. 

On days of high ceremony, the Emprefs generally wears a crown of diamonds, and 
appears with the ribbands of the order of St. Andrew and St. George, both thrown 
>over the fame fhcrulder, with the collars and the two ftars emblazoned upon her veft. 

'x, On certain anniverfaries the Emprefs dines in public; two of thefe day£ dccurred 
' dtiring our ftay at Peterlburgh. The 2d of December being the feaft of the Ifraailof 
regiment of guards. Her Majefly, who as Sovereign, fis Colonel of the co^ps, gave, ac- 
cording to annual’cuftom, a grand edtertsdnment to the officers. She was drefied in 
the uniform of the regiment, which is green trimmed with gold lace, made in the form 
of a lady’s riding habit. The officers having kiffed her inmd, a falver with wine was 
brought in by one of the lords in waiting, and the Emprefs prefented a glafs to each 
officer, who after a low obeifance, drank it off. At the conclufton of this ceremony Her 
Majefty led the way, at one o’clock, into an adjoining apartment, in which afumptuous 
dinner was fpread : (he took her place in the middle of the table, and the officers were 

ranged 
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ranged on each fide according to their refpedive ranks. The Emprefs helped the foup, 
and during the whole repaft, which laflcd an hour, paid^reat attention to herguefts. 

Ona fubfequentoccafionweattended an entertainment ^iven to the Knightsof the order 
of St. Andrew. The Emprefs wore a robepf green velvet, lined and faced with ermine, and 
a diamond collar of the order. The drefs of the knights is fplendid, but gaudy and inele- 
gant; they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined with filver brocade, a coat of filver bro- 
cade, waiftcoat and breechesof gold (luff, red filk (lockings, ahat ^laHenryW. ornamented 
with a plume of feathers, atid Interfperfed with diamonds. This order * being the moft 
honourable in Ruflia, is confined to a few perfons of the firft rank and confequence ; 
and only twelve fat down at the imperial tables : Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Mar- 
(hal Galitzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Razomoflki, Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alex- 
ander and Leon Narilkin, Munic, and Betfleoi. Before dinner, the Emprefs prefented 
each knight with a glafs of wine; at tabic (lie was diftinguilhed by a chair ornamented 
with the arms of Ruffia, and prefided with her ufual dignity and condefcenfion. The 




* The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, the firft ever known i“n this country, was inftituted 
Peter I. in the year 1698, foon after hia return from his firft expedition into foreign countries. Weber’s 

cr. Uufl'. part iii. P- 3^ 16 1. 

That of St. Alexander Nevikl, or the Red Ribband, was founded by the lame Sovereign, but never con* 
ferred until the reign of Catharine 1. in 172^. 

The order of St. Aniie of Holftcin, was inftituted in 1735, by Charles Frederick Duke of Holftein, in 
memory of his wife Anne, daughter of Peter the Great, and introduced into Riiflia by her fon Peter III, 
It is in the difpo&l of the Great Duke as Sovereign of Holftcin. The knights wear a red ribband bordered 
with yellow* 

The military order of St. George, called alfo the order of Merit, and which has the precedence over that 
of St. Anne, was created by the pfclent Emprefs in 1769. It is appropriated to perfons ferving by land or 
by fca, and excepting the fmall crofs of the fourth clafs, never beftowed in time of peace. The knights wear 
a ribband with black and orange ftripes. wr 

This order is divided into four claffes. The knights of the niit clafs, called the Great Crofs, wear the 
ribband over the right ftioulder, and the fiar upon the kft fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 roii- 
blcs s* 140I. Tl^ knights of the fccond clafs wear the liar upon their left bread, the ribband with the 
crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives 400 roubles Sol. per ann. The knights of ihe third clafs 
wear the fmall crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives 200 roubles, or ^o). per ann. This daft 
admits fifty. The knights of the fourth clafs wear the fmall crofs fallcncd by a ribband to their button- 
hole like the French Croix de St. Louts. Each receives 100 roubles, or 20I. per ann. The fund of this 
order, affigned by the Emprefs for the payment of \heir falaries and other expences, is 40,000 roubles 
*= 8,ocol per ann. Of this i,fi8o is delUncd for the firft clafs, and a, 000 for each of the remaining three. 
The number of knights is uhlimited. In 1778 the firft clafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, 
contained only four ; namely, Marihal Romanzof, for his vidleries over the Turks ; Count Alexey Orlof, 
for burning the Turkilh fleet at Tchefmc j Count Panin, for the taking of Bender ; and Prince Dolgo- 
rucki, for hie conquefts in the Crimea. The fecond clafs comprized only cighj^^knights ; the third forty- 
eight; and the fourth two hundred and thirty feven. No perfoii can obtatti this order w’ithout having 
pwformed fome gallant exploit, or having ferved with credit in the rank of officer twenty-five years by land, 
or eighteen by fca. Sec Ukafe iicbcr die Stiftiyig dc St. Georg^-Ordens, in Schmidts Bcytragc. 

The order of St. Catharine, appropriated to the ladies was inftituted in 1714 by Peter, in honour of hia 
wife Catharine. The motto of •* Love and fidelity” was^intended to commemorate the difplay of thofc 
virtues in her behaviour on the banks of the Prulhr This order is extremely honourable, as bcfides the 
Emprefs, the Great Ducheft, and a few foreign princeffes, only five Ruffian ladies were decorated 
with it« 

The firft ao 4 moft <liflingu 5 nied of tbefe feyeral orders is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the 
fovereign princes and foreigners, comprized, in 1778, twenty fix Kufiians ; that of St. Alexander Nevlki, 
one hundred itiid ninet and that of St. Anne two hondfcd and eight. The Emprefs may alfb be faid to 
have the difpofid of the PoHih orders of the White Eagle and of St. Staniflaus. 

Catharine founded, dto ihe 4th of Oftober, j 782, a new order, called St. VIodimir, in favour of thofe who 
ferve in civil employmentt ; , and It is nearly on the fame fooling as,that of S». George, with refpeA to the 
falaries annexed to the -different claffes. There are to be ten great croffes, twenty of the fecond clafs, thirty 
of the third, and fixty of the fourth, befide a fifth for thofe who have ferVed thirty-five years, which gives 
them a right to wear it. * 

■ 4 *. a foreign 
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foreip;n minlfters and a fplendid train of courtiers ftood fpediators of the entertainment^ 
and feveral were occafionally noticed by t^e Emprefs. 

Two or three times in the winter there are mafquerades atcourt, to which perfons of 
nil ranks are admitted. ’ At one of thefe entertainments which we attended, eight thou- 
fand tickets were diftributed ; and a magnificent fuite of twenty apartments, handfomely 
illuminated, was opened on this occafion. One of thefe, a large oblong room, the fame 
in which the common balls at court are held, had a fpacein the middle encloTed with a 
low railing, appropriated to the nobility who danced. An elegant faloon of an oval 
form, called the great hall of Apollo, nearly as fpacious as the rotunda ai Ranelagh, 
but without fupport in the middle, was allotted fco* the dances of the burghers, and 
•other perfons who had’ not been prefented. The remaining rooms, in which tea and 
other refrefliments were ferved, were filled with card tables, and crowded with perfons 
continually pafling and repafling. The company either retained their mafks, or took 
them off at their pleafure. The nobles in general wore dominos ; the jnatives of infe- 
rior rank appeared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps embelliflied with occalional 
ornaments. An exhibition of the feveral dreffes aAually ufed by. the different inhabi- 
tants of the Ruffian empire, afforded a greater variety of motley figures, than the wildeff 
fimcy ever invented in the mafquerades of other countries. Several irierchants wives 
were decked with large quantities of valuable pearls, many of which were fplit in halves 
tor the purpofe of making more (howl 

At feven the Emprefs made her appearance at the head of a fuperh quadrille^ con- 
fiding of eight laches led by as many gentlemen. Her Majeffy a^d the ladies of the 
feled band were fumptuoudy appareled in Greek habits, and the gentlemen were ac-^ 
coutred in the Romani military garb, ‘their helmets richly ftudded with diamonds ; 
among the ladies I diftinguiffied the Duchefs of CouHand, Princefs Repnin, and Coun- 
ters Bruce ; among the gentlemen, Prince Potemkin, Marlhal Razomofiki, and Count 
Ivan Tchemichef. The Emprefs led the way, leaning upon the arm of Marlhal Razo- 
mofiki, and paffing in great date through the feveral apartments, walked two or three 
times round the hall of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in an adjoining faloon; 
the company flocked thither in crowds without diftindion, and arranged themfelves 
round the jiable at a refpeiQiful difliance. The Emprefs withdrew as ufual before 
eleven. 

A feparate edifice called the Hermitage, communicates with the palace by means of 
a covered gallery. It takes this appellation becaufe it is the feene of imperial retire- 
ment ; but bears no refemblance to a hermitage, the apartments being extremely lus- 
cious, and decorated in a ftyle of regal magnificence. To tlus fitvourite ipot the Em- 
prefs ufually repairs an hour or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening gives a< 
private ball and fupper to the principal penon» who form her court ; amballadors and 
foreigners being feldom invited. At this entertainment all ceremony is banilbed,. as far 
as is confiftent with the refpe£l; due to a great Sovereign. The attmdance of fervants 
being excluded, the fupper and various remelhments are preiented on finall tables, which 
rife and fall through trap*doors. Many dire&ions for the regulation of this feleft fo-^ 
ciety are difpofed in the various apartments ; and their, genetol tendency was ta encou* 
rage freedom banilh etiquette, and intpte the moll unreftrained eafe. One written In 
the French language I comprehended, and^fetained. ** AJiyez v»us ou wus vetdezyel 
quand il vcw plairag fans qu*on le repete nUtlc fois ' • 

^ * Sit dow.o where you chufe, and when you pleafe, without its being repeated to you a thpuland: 
times. 

AvrinteR 
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A Trinter and fummergardehj comprifed within the fite of the building,* are lingular 
curiofuies, and fuch as do not perhaps occur in spiy othei* palace in Europe. The fum* 
mer garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level roof of the edifice : but 
at this feafon of the year was buried under the fnow. The winter garden is roofed and 
furrounded with glafs frames ; it is a high and fpacious hot houfe, laid put in gravel 
walks, ornamented with parterres of flowers, orange trees, and other Ihrubs, and peopled 
with feveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, which flitted from tree to tree. 
The whole exhibited a plcaflng effed, and was more delightful as being contrafled with* 
the dreary feafon of the year. 

A magniflcent range of buildings has been recently added to the Imperial palace ; it 
joios the Hermitage, and is fo extenfive that it may be called another palace. A fuperb 
fuite of apartments, chiefly occupied by the Emprefs, contains the cabinet of pi£tures, 
principally compofed of the following colledions : 

1. The celebrated colle£tion of Crozat, at Paris, which vied with that of the Duke 
of Orleans ; it confided of more thati three hundred and feventy pieces, includmg 
various (ketches. 

2. The fmall but well chofen colleftion of counfellor Tronchin, of Qeneva ; in which 
may be noticed federal by Teniers, and a Chrifi bearing the crofs, by Ludovico Caracci, 
half length, of the natural fize ; the countenance expreffive of that meek dignity by 
which the founder of the Bolognefe fchool peculiarly charafterifed the Saviour of 
mankind. ' 

3. The colleftion of Count Bruhl, remarkable for twelve Woverman’s ; a Holy- 
Family, by Watteau ; ' an Ecce Homo, by Caravagio ; a painter who fucceeded in 
delineating fimple nature and low life, but was extremely de^ient in treating dignified 
fubjefts. 

4. Part of the colledlion of the Chevalier Bardouin, porchafed at Paris j the pofleflbr 
referving to himfelf feveral landfcapes by the Dutch mailers, and Vemet. Among the 
piftures which came to the Emprefs, I obferved fome excellent paintings by Rubens 
and Vandyke, particularly an ineftimable head of, Henry the Fourth, by Rubens, a 
Study after Nature, for the Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreflivc of that vivacity and . 
bon-hommie which charaderifed that amiable monarch ; two, by Ferdinand Bol; feveral, 
by Rembrandt, in his flrong but uncouth manner, and two lovely groupes of children's 
heads, iivthe characters of angels, by the inimitable Coiregio. 

5. The colleSiion of Hougnton houfe, the Ipfs of which all lovers of the* arts mud 
fincerely regret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the pictures ,are well known, 
from the catalogue publilhed by Horace Walpole, and from the englavingsby BoydeL 

6. A colledion from Venice, containing feveral, by old ^Ima, Titian, Paul Veronele, 
and the Baflans ; many of which are, perhaps, not originals. 

Of the Roman fchoot the Emprefs poffi^lTes three capital pictures, by Raphael, which 
belonged to the cabinet of Crozat ; a Holy Family, in that great inafter*s bed manner, 
and in the higfaed prefervation ; a^ortrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in his bed manner f 
and a St. GeOrge, of which there is an engraving by Voderman. I. mud not omit aar 
old and excellent copy of thcjSchool of Athens, w which the original frefco painting in 
the Vatican, for compofition, ct^eQnefs Of ddigt), and jud delineadon of chamber, is. 
unrivalled. 

Several fine kndfcapeet by Claude Lorraine, the painter , of nature, and two by Gaf- 
par Poufliir, in which that poetical painter, fo remarkable for his pi^urefq^ue pencil has- 
delineated towers and battlements. 


-M Bolbm’d high 'is tufted trew}'* 


and 
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and realizes the beautiful imagery in the Penfcrofo of Milton: 

t 

And when the fan begins to fling 
His flaming beams, mCt goddefs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
y^nd ihadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine» or monumental oak, 

Where the rude axe with htaved ftrokc 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, 

Or fright them from their hallow’d haunt/^ , 


By Salvator Rofa, the well-known pi'fture of the Prodigal Son from the Houghton 
collection, Democritus and Protagoras, not lefs celebrated, and fcveral fine land- 
fcapes. ^ - 

Of the Bologncfe fchool, two Guercinos, and feveral invaluable pieces by Guido. 
Befides the celebrated pifture of the dolors confulting on the immaculate conception 
of the'Virgin Mary, from the Houghton collection, I could not fufficiently admire that 
delightful painting, known by the name of Les Coufeufes, from the Crozat collection. 
This charming picture reprefents an aged govemefs fuperintending feveral young 
women at work, who are models of perfed beauty, unaffeded^ grace, and ferene 
innoctmee. Thcfe two paintings are fufficient to exculpate Guido from the cen- 
fures of thofe connoiffeurs, who, judging haftily from a few fpecimens, indifcriminately 
accufe him of aiways facrificing too much to the graces, and of introducing afFeded 
attitudes. 

The cabinet contains alfo a few pidures by Battoni and Mengs, with whom the genius 
of the Roman fchool feems to have expired. Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon . 
with her infant Achilles aileep is not without merit. 

Three pidures by Mengs deferve notice : Perfeus and Andromeda, in which the 
painter has erred againll c^ume, by reprefenting the hero naked, and Andromeda half 
clothed. The Judgment of Paris, a fine pidureT and St. John preaching in the wilder* 
nefs, a fingle figure ; the air and motion are dignified. 

The ordinary diftribution of the Emprefs’s time at Peterfburgh, as it concerns fo 
great a Princefs, cannot be unacceptable to the reader. 

Catherine ufually rifes at fix, and is engaged till eight or nine in public bufinefs with 
her fecrctary. At ten fhe generally begins her toilet, and while her hair is dreding, the 
minifters.of Aate and aid>de-camps m waiting, receive their orders. Being dreffed about 
eleven, (he fends for her grand-children the young Princes Alexander and Gonflantine, 
or vifits them in their own apartment. Before dinner fhe receives the Great Duke and 
Duchefr, and fits down to table rather before one. She has always company at dinner, 
ufually nine perfons, confiding .of the generals and lords in waiting, a lady of the bed- 
chamber, a maid of honour, and two or three of ihe RufSan nobles, whom fhe invites. 
Their Imperud Highneffes dine with her three times in the week, on which days the 
party is increafed to eighteen. The Lord of the hed-chamb'er in waiting, who fits op- 
polite to the Emprels, carves one dilh and prefentkit to her; a ceremony, which having 
once politely accepted, fhe afterwards difpenfss with. Ifbr Majefty is remarkably tem- 
perate, and is feldom at table more than an hour. From thence (he retires to her own 
apartment, and at three fret^uently repairs to her library in the Hermitage. At five Ihe 
vifits the the^e *, or a private concert ; and when there is no court in the evening, 

* An Italian spera, t comrany of Radian and another of French players were, In 4778, maintained at 
Her Majefty’t espence, at wnicb the fpedatora were admitted gratia. 
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has a fmall party at cards. She feldom fups ; generally retires at half pad ten, and is 
ufually in bed before eleven *. • 

The Great Duke is extremely fond of the manage ; and two or three times in the 
week takes the diverfion of a tournament, which is thus defcribed in my friend Colonel 
Floyd^s Journal; “ Count Orlof having obtained the Great Duke’s permiffion for me 
to attend the manage of the court, I went this morning to fee a tournament. His 
Imperial Highnefs aijd ele.ven of his nobles, dreffed in unifornts of buff and gold, and 
armed with lances, fwords, and piftols, were affembled by nine o’clock, although it was 
yet dulk. The Great Duke drew tkera up by pairs ; and on the found of the trumpet, 
himfelf and the knights mounted their horfes, and retired in due order without the rails. 
Two rings w^ere fufpended on oppofite fidcs of the walls on each fide of the manage ; 
at each corner was a moor’s head of pafte-board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and 
between them two heads with a fquib in the mouths. Thefe were ail placed upon 
(lands alnmll as high as a man on horfcback, and at fome paces from the wall ; at each 
end was alfu an helmet of pafieboard railed upon a (land about a foot from the ground, 
and about four from the wall. I'he two judges, with l.ord Herbert and myfelf, y^ho 
were the only fpediators,, took our llation on the outfide of the rail. Upon a fecond 
fignal from the trtnnpet, two knights entered at oppofite ends of the manage. A band 
of mufic played a quick air, while each knight, galloping his horfe to the right, and 
making a volt faluted with their lances at the fame time, then continuing their courfe 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, firlt at the rings fufpended from the walls, 
and next at the moor’s head ; after which they delivered their lances, as they went on, 
to their fervants on foot. The knights then drew their pillolsj and each making a fecond 
volt round the other heads, difehai^ed them in order to fet fire to the fquib; then 
purfuing their courfe round, the manage, drew their fwords, and making a third volt 
round the apple, endeavoured to ftrike it to the ground. They finilhed their career by 
fiooping down, and as they galloped by, thrulling their fwords through the helmets ; 
then poifing them in the air, they met in thie middle, and riding towards the judge, fa- 
inted him, related the attempts in which they had fucceeded, and demanded their prizes: 
the prize was about four (hillings for each achievement, and an. equal fine was paid for 
every failure. The whole was performed on a continued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at the ring, the head, or the helmet, it is edeemed honourable to put the 

* Catharine was as fortunate in her death as (he was in her lifV, having reached her listy*nhith year, and 
the thicty-fixth of her reign, without experiencing the infirmities of age. A few days .before her demife 
the complained (lightly of an occafional giddinefs ( her pby fician recommended bleeding ; (he replied, 1 will 
referve that remedy for a feriuus illnefs. 

In the evening which pieetded her death, (he was unufually cheerful, dept well, rofe early asufual, drank 
coffee, wrote till half palt nine, and fent a note to ^Prince Znbuff, urdering'him to bting at noon the fub. - 
fidiary treaty with Great Britain againil France, for her -iignalnrcT The meflenger on returning, did not 
find the Empritfs either in her cabinet, or in any of the apartments. 

After waning fome time, he opened the door which -kd from her apartments to that of the bedchamber- 
woman, and found the Emprels half leaning with her head and back againll the wall, near the water clofet, 
and quite fperchlefs. She had not made the lead: .exclamation, for the door of one of the apartments occu- 
pied by her female attendants -was open, and the lady^whp was warming herfelf by the fire, heatd nothing.' 

The Emprefs was imniediately*blooded and hlifter^/ biit continued fpeechlefs, though breathing, for 
twenty- four hourei and expired the next morning. . » ■ . , 

Anexprefs being fent by the firft miniUer Prince Belborodko, the Great Duke.came from Gatchina about 
mine in the evening, and fucceeded with great tranquility. In a few hours the imperial place exhibited a 
wonderful metamorphods, and yyas. transformed from an elegant magnificent place of rendence to the' ap- 
pearance of a garrifon numerous centinels were ftationed at all the avennes, and in all the paflages, and 
the new Sovereign, with the officers of hia houliehold and his liervanti, appeared in jack-bopta ana keven- 
hulkrhats. * 
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horfe into full career, which increafes the dlfHculty. The judge having beftowed the 
rewards, or taken the forfeits,' oi:dered the two knights to retire. The trumpets again 
founding, two others made their appearance, and performed the'fame manoeuvres. This 
exercife was repeated twice by each pair of knights. The whole troop then entered at 
the fame time, marched, charged, formed, drew and rkurned their fwords, and dif- 
mounted by word of command from the Great Duke. At the conclufion they adjourned 
to the hre i chocolate was brought in, and after a Ihort converfation, the Great Duke 
bowed and retired.” , 

The nobles of Peterfburgh are no lefs than thofe of Mofeow diilingoifhed, for hofpi* 
tality to foreigners. We were no fooner prefented'to a perfpn of rank and fortune, 
than we were regarded as domelHc vifitants. Many of the nobility keep an open table, 
to which the tirft invitation was confidered as a ftanding paifport of admillion. The 
only form neceffary on this occaiion, was to make inquiry in the morning if the mafter 
of the boufe dined at home | and if he did, we prefented ourfelves at his table without 
further ceremony. The oftner we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, the more 
acceptable guefts we were eileemed, and we always feemed to confer Jnftead of receiv- 
ing R favour. ^ , 

The tables are fenred with great profufion and talte. Though the Ruflians have 
adopted the delicacies of French cookery, yet they neither affedll to defpife their native 
diihes, nor fqueamifhly rejefk the folid joints which chara£terize an Engliih repafl. 'I'he 
plained, as well as the choiced viands^ are coUefted from the mod liiitant quarters: I 
have frequently feen at the fame table derlet from the Volga, Veal from Archangel, 
mutton from Adracban, beef from the Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bo- 
hemia. The common wines are claret. Burgundy^ and Champagne ; and i never tailed 
Engliih beer and porter in greater perJedion and abundance. Before dinper, even in 
the houfes of perfons of the Brd didinflion, a fmall table is fpread in the corner of the 
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, dried and . pickled herrings, fnioked bam 
or tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, .together with bottles of different liqueurs; and 
few of the company of either fex omitted a prelude of this kind to the main enter- 
tainment. ' . 

This praflice has induced many travellers to relate, that the Ruflians fwallow bowls 
of brandy before dinner. What are the ufages of the vulgar in this particular 1 cannot 
determine; but among the nobility I never obferyed the lead violation of extreme fo- 
briety ; add this cudom of taking liquor before dinner, conlidering the extreme linall- 
nefs of the glaffes, is an innocent ren%lhment, and will not convey the fainted idea of 
cxcefs. .Indeed, the Ruflians in nowife differ from the French in this inltance, than in 
fading a glafs of liqueur before thdr' repad, which the French defer till after dinner. 
The ufual hour of .dining is at three; and the entertainments are modly regulated ac- 
cording to the French ceremonial ; the wine is circulated during meals, and the diihes 
are no fooner removed than the company retire into another room, and are fenred with 
coffee.* Nor do the gentlemen, asi n England, continue. wedded to the bottle while the 
ladies withdraw iptaa feparate apartment. . • 

Sij^veral of the nobility alfo receive company every eveoi;:i^ in the mod eafy manner : 
the ^rties ufually meet at feven, fome lit down to whid, macao, loo, and other games, 
fome converfe, others daoce. Aini^ the re&efliipents tea is handed round qp lels fre- 
quently than in England* At ten fupper is brought m, and-fhe party generally break 
up between eleven and twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay,, that during our continu- 
ance in this city, not oiie. evening paffed but we had it in our power to attend an affem- 
bly of this fort ; and had we always frequented the lame, we fliould always have found 
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the greateft cordiality of reception. From thefe circumdances, perhaps no metropolis 
ill Europe, excepting Vienna, is rendered more agreeable to foreigners than Peterf- 
burgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are furnilhed with great elegance j and the fuite of apart, 
ments in which they receive company is uncommonly fpleiidid. They are fitted up in 
the ftylc of London and Paris, and the new falhions make their appearance as foon as in 
thofe two capitals. 

Having, on a former ocdafipn, defcribed the modes of falutation praftifed by the pea. 
fants and common people ; I fhall here mention thofe which I obferved in ufe among 
perfons of higher i^nk. The gentlemen bow very low, and the ladies incline their 
heads indead of curtfying. Sometimes the gentlemen kifs the ladies’ hands as a mark 
of refpcdl, which is ufual in many countries : if the parties are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if the lady means to pay a compliment, die falutes his cheek while 
he is killing her hand. Frequently, while me doops to touch his cheek, he takes that 
opportunity of faluting her. I have often obferved this ceremony performed and re- 
peated, as well in the drawing-room at court, as at the different aflemblies. If the gen- 
tleman is a perfon of high rank, the lady offers iird to kifs his hand, which he pre- 
vents by faluting her cheek. The men, and particularly relations, exchange falutes 
in this manner, each killing the othei ’js hand at the fame indant, and afterwards their 
cheeks. 

The Rudlans, in the ufual mode of addrefs, never prefix any title or appellation of 
refpe^i; to their names i but perfons of all ranks, even thofe of the fird didindion, call 
each other by their chridian names, to which they add a patronymic. Thefe patrony- 
mics are formed in fome cafes by adding 'Vitch * to the chridian name of the father, in 
others by Of or £f ; the former applied only to perfoqs of condition, the latter to thofe 
of inferior rank. Thus, 

Ivan Tvanovitch > • t r rr 

Ivan Ivanof j “ I’"- 

Petc^Alexeof f Peter the fon of Alexey. 

The female patronymic is Efha or Ofna, as Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of 
Alexey ; Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daughter of Ivan. • 

Great families are alfo in general didinguilhed by a fumame, as thofe qf Romanof, 
Gaiitzin, and Sheremetpf. ‘ 

Travellers who have experienced the great poHtenefs and tafte, which didinguilh the 
RulCan nobility, both in their entertainments and affemblies, mud be furprized to find, 
that fcarcely fixty years ago Peter the G/cat t thought it neceffary to edablilh the follow- 
ing regulations by authority: 

Regulations for Affemblies at Peterjhurg in lyig. 

** Affembly is a French.term^ which cannot be rendered in RulHan in one word : It 
fignifies a number of perfons meeting together, other for diverfion,. or to talk about 
their own affurs. Friends may fee each other, on that occafion to confer together on 
bufinefs or other fubjeds, \o enquire after domedic and foreign news, and fo to pafs 

• Vitch is the fiime as our Fitz, as Fitzherbert, or the fon of Herbert^’ 
t Ferry’s.State of Ruifia, roL i. p. ib6. 
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thdr time. After what manner we will have thofe affemblies kept, may be learned from 
what follows ; ' • 

“ T. The perfon at whofe houfe the aflembly is to be in the evening, is to hang out a 
bill or other fign, to give notice to all perfonsof either fex. ~ 2. The affembly lhall not 
begin fooner than four or five* in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at nigiit. — 
3. The mailer of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guells, to conduft them 
out, or to entertain them ; but though himfclf is exempt from waiting on them, he 
ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the nccelTaries alked fpr, as atfo to provide 
for all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. — 4 . No certain hour is fixed for any 
body’s coming or going ; it is fufficient if one makes his appearance in the alTembly.^- 
5. It is left to every one’s liberty to fit, walk, or play, juft as he likes ; nor fliall any 
body binder him, or take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying the Great 
Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As for the reft, it is enough to falute at 
coining and going. — 6. Perfons of rank, as for iuftancc, noblemen, fuperior officers, 
likewife merchants of note, and head-mafters, (b^ which are underftood lhip*builders,) 
perfons employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, lhall have liberty of 
frequenting the afiemblies. — 7. A particular place lhall be afiigned tp the footmen, 
(thofe of the houfe excepted,) that there may be fufficient room in the apartments de- 
ngned for the affembly.” . 

The Englilh merchants live in a focial and even fplendid manner. Befides conftant 
meetings at their refpeftive houfes, they have once a fortnight a regular affembly to 
which they obligingly invite all their countrymen who happen to be at Peterlburgh, and 
occafionally feme Ruffian ladies. There is a ball, cards, and fupper ; twelve or four- 
teen couple ufuklly dance. at thefe meetings, which are perfeflly cheerful and agreeable. 

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the Ruffian nobility will be ftruck with the 
variety of complexions and faces which are obfervable among the retainers and fervants; 
Ruffians, Fins, Laplanders, Georgians, Circaffians, Poles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He 
will be no lefs furprifed on being informed, that many of the fervants, who belong to 
the Englilh and other foreigners, are Mahometans, of whom numerous colonies are ftill 
refident in this vaft empire. 


Fortrefs of Feterjburgh.-^Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, — Tomb of Peter the Great, 
and the fucceeding Sovereigns. — Mint. — Hijlory of the Boat called The Little Grandjire, 
' which gave rife to the Ruffian Navy on the Black Sea. 

THE origin of the fortrefs, which occafioned the foundation of this capital, has been 
related in the general defeription of Peterlburgh. Mafllve walls of brick, faced with 
hewn granite, and ftrengthened with five baftions, encircle a fmall illand not more than 
half a mile in circumference, formed by the Great and Little Neva. Within the Go- 
vernor’s houfe are barracks for a fmall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common jail, 
and dungeons for the confinement of Hate prifoners. ' 

In the centre Hands the cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, i<f a different ftyle of archi- 
tefture from that ufually employed in rbe conftrudlion of churches for the fervice of the 
Greek religion. Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire of copper gilt, two 
hundred and forty feet in height. The interton decorations are’ more elegant and lefs 
gaudy than thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mofeow, and the paintings are 
executed in the modern ftyle of the Italian frhool. 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of Peter the Great, and of all the fuccef- 
five fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter II. biyied at Klofcow, and of the late unfortu- 
nate Peter HI. • interred in the convent of St. Alexander Nevlki. The tombs are of 
marble, in the fhape of a fquare coffin ; and one excepted, have inferiptions in the Ruf. 
iian tongue ; when I faw them, they were covered with gold brocade, bordered with 
filver lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without peculiar veneration and awe, the fepulchre which contains the 
body of Peter I. ; the ilemnefs, or rather the ferocity of whofe difpofition, neither fpared 
age nor fex, nor the*deareft connexions ; and who yet, with a ftrong degree of com- 
punXion, was accu'^omed to fay, “ I can reform my people, but I cannot reform my- 
felf.’* A t royal hittorian has juftly obferved of Peter, that he redeemed the cruelties 
of a tyrant by the virtues of a legillator. We muft readily allow that he confiderably 
reformed and civilized his fubjeXs; that he created a navy, and new-modelled his army; 
that he encouraged the arts and fciences, promoted agriculture and commerce, and laid 
the foundation of Ruffian grandeur. But, inhead of exclaiming in the language of 
panegyric, 

, Eriibefcc, ars ! Hi’c vir maximus lib? nihil debuit : 

Kxultai natura i Hoc ftupendium tuum eft ^ : 

• 

w’e may, on the contrary, venture to regret that he was not taught the lelTons of humanity; 
that his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled and improved by culture ; 

nor his favage nature correXed and foftened by the refinements of art. And if Peter failed 
in enlightening the mafs of his fubjeXs equal to his wifhes, the failure was occafioned 
by his own precipitate temper, by the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and fei- 
enccs by force, and of performing in a moment what can only be the gradual work of 
time; by violating the eflablifhed cuftoms of his people, and in contradiXion to the 
diXates of found policy, requiring an immediate facrihee of prejudices fanXified by ages, 
la a word, his failure was the failure of a.fuperior genius wandering without a guide; 
and the greateft eulogium we can jullly offer to his extraordinary charaXer, is to allow 
that his virtues were his own, and his defeXs thofe of education and country. Peter 
the Great was born at Mofeow on the 30th of May, 1672, and died at Peterfburgh on 
the 28th of January, 1725, in the fifty-third of his age, and in the forty-fourth of a 
glorious reign. , 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turkifli colours ; they w'ere taken in the 
naval engagement of Tchefme, difplayed during a folemn proc^fi^n, and placed by 
the hand of the Emprefs, at tlie tomb of the Sovereign who founded the Ruffian navy- 

* Catherine the Second was interred in this cathedral. On the acceflion of Pauh the remains of his 
father Peter the Third were removed from tliechurch ot the monafiery, and after lying in ftate, interred with 
regal pomp in the cathedral, in the fame fepulchre as the body of Catharine the Second. By order of the 
new Emperor, Count Alexey Orlof. and Prince Baratynlki, to whom the death oPPeter the Third was 
attributed, were ilationed on each fide of the body while it lay in ftate, aud compelled to folloiv the funeral 
proceilion. ' * * 

t Pierre I. mounit dansces circonftances, laiflant dans le monde plfltdt la reputation d’un homine extra- 
ordinaire, que d'un grand bomme, & touvraut Us eruaetss <Ppn Ttran dtt vetiut a’wt Ugijlaltur, Hift. de la 
Maifon de Brandebourg. 

Blulh art ! this hero owed thee nothing. 

Exult nature ! for this prodigy is all thy own. 

See Gordon’s Life of Peter. Voh ll. 
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Near the afkes of Peter are depofited thofe of his fecond wife and fucceiTor Catha- 
rine I., the beiutiful Livonian, 'who, by a train of fingular events, was exalted from a 
cottage to unbounded fovereignty *. 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb or infcription, lies Alexey, fon of Pe- 
ter I., who fell a facrifice to the arts of the deflgning Mentchikof, and to the refentment 
of an inhuman, though perhaps juftly offended &ther. The recolleilion of his fate 
makes a ftrong impreflion on a feeling mind, and mull flill more fprcibly ftrike a fub- 
jeft of the Britilh empire ; where will is not law, where the heir apparent is as fccure 
as the fovereign himfelf, and where the right of fucceflion Hands irrevocable, n'ot to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning monarch. The fpeculative theorift may 
indeed argue for Peter, that a power ought to be vefted in the fovereign to exclude an 
unworthy fucceffor. But, in effeft, this is renderihg the fate of a whole empire de- 
pendent upon the will of ode perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir as often 
as he changes his opinion j or who, like Peter, may expire without nominating his fuc- 
ceffor, and leave the throne open to every claimant who can fecurc the concurrence of 
the army. The exclufion of Alexey, the decree f fubfequent to his death, and the un- 
fettled ideas concerning the right of fucceflion introduced by that fatal mandate, oc- 
cafioned frequent revolutions in the government ; and the difpofal of ‘the fceptre has 
depended on the regiments of guards llationed in the capital. The re-eftablifhment of 
hereditary right, therefore, may be juflly claffed among the foremoft of thofe excellent 
regulations which diftinguilh the reign of Catharine the Second. 

In the fame vault, which contains the. body of the unfortunate Alexey, is placed that 
of Charlotte Chrifl:ii)a Sophia, Princefs of Brunfwick, his no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe 
fate is more affliSing, becaufe flie deferved it lefs. She was born in 1694; married 
the Tzarovitch in 1711, and died on thefirfl: of November, 1715, partly of a broken 
heart occafioned by her hulband’s ill-treatment, and partly by the confequences of her 
delivery of Peter II. | 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne of Holftein, eldeft daughter of Peter 
and Catharine, who, though far more deferving of notice, is lefs known than her After 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is 
deferibed ^ a Princefs of majeftic form and expreffive features, of an excellent and im- 
proved underftanding, and of irreproachable morals. While llie was very young. 
Count Apraxin, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his addreffes to her, but vos reje£led with 
fcorn. Not 'daunted with this repulfe, he continued his courtlhip, and finding her one 
day alone, threw himfelf at her feet, offered his Iword, and entreated her to put an end 
to his life and mifery. “ Give me the fword,’*’ faid the Princefs, ftretching out her 
hand, ** you lhall fee that the daughter of your Emperor has ftrength and fpirit fufRcicnt 
to rid herfelf of a wretch that infults her.” The Count, apprehSnfive that Ihe might 
execute her threat, withdrew the fword, and demanded inftant pardon ; and, as the 
Princefs told the ftory with great humour, became the derifion of the court 5. 

• • 

* See an account of Catharine I. in chap, viii^ of this book. 

f “ In the month of February, a proclamation was made by the found of Jrumpet, requiring 

every natural-born fubjed of the Ruffian empire, and all foreigners then refidine there, to fwear and figti 
an 4)ath, * that they will acknowledge, as fuccoOTor to the empiie, the perfon wnom His Majefty fhall no- 
minate for their fovereign, after his death/ This' order ftruck a damp on the fpirits of every body, when 
they refleded on the undoubted title of the young Prince Peter, His Majefty*llftgrandfon, and only remain- 
ing heir of the imperial family/’ Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 226. 

^ See an account of this Princefs in chap. viii. of this book* $ BafTcwitz, 371** 
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Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick, Duke of Holftein-Gottorpi to whom fhe 
had been long betrothed. Bred up with the e:qDeftatioA of two crowns t, fhe was dif- 
appointed of both ; nominated by her mother, Catharine L, one of the council of re- 
gency during the minority of Peter ll, ; excluded from that council after once taking 
her feat, by the defpotifm of Priqpe Mentchikof, whom (he herfelf had promoted with 
all her influence ; driven from Ruffia by the mandate of that arrogant minifter, fhe 
retired with her hufband to Kiel, where fhe died in 1728, in the twenty- fecond year of 
her age, leaving one fon, the Unfortunate Peter III, 

Her coufin, the Enfprefs Anne, fecond daughter of Ivan Aleayevitch, is interred in 
the fame cathedral. She was widow of the Duke of Courland, and refided at Mittau, 
when fhe was unexpeftedly called to take polTeflion of the empire. On the death of 
Peter II. without iffue, the feeptre, according to Catharine's will, ought to have reverted 
to her grandfon, afterwards Peter in.,.fon of Anne of Holftein ; but as hereditary right 
was aboliflied by Peter's decree, and no fucceflbr appointed by Peter IL, a privy coun- 
cil of feven nobles, in whom the regal power was vefted at the deceafe of the Emperor, 
formed a plan for limiting the prerogative of the crown, leaving the title and pomp of 
royalty to the reigning monarch, but referving to themfelves the fupreme authority. 
Having drawn up certain conditions for the ratification of the future fovereign, they 
chofe the Princefs Anne, in preference tp the family of Peter the Great, and to her el- 
deft fitter Catharine of Mecklenburgh, becaufe having no legal claim, fhe would more 
readily agree to the terms which might fecure her the fucceffion. Anne figned the 
articles without hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking them, and had fcarcely 
arrived at Mofeow' before (lie was enabled, by the alSttance of the guards, to annul the 
aft of renunciation, to diflfolve the privy cojuncil itfclf, and to rc-affume the imperial 

♦ Thofe of Sweden and Rulfia; the former by marriage, and the latter by her father^s nomination. 

With refpei^l to the crown of Sweden, her hulband, the only fon of Hedwige, cldeft fifter of Charles XIF. 
was undoubted heir of the Swedifh brown, but was fet aiide by the Swedes, who preferred Uliica Eleonora, 
Charleses youngeil filler. See Genealogical table of the Houfe of Vafa, and the chapter on the death of 
ChailesXlI., both in the fourth volume^ 

As to her cxpedlntions of the RuiTian crown, Baifevitz, her bufband’s minifter, pofttively aflerts, that 
Peter I. hadfoiniediherefolution of raifirig her to the throne. “ C’etoit dans Ics mains dc cctce Princeffc, 
que Pierre le Grand foiiliaituit dc voir pafler fon feeptre/^ Buf. Hif. Mag. ix. p. 371. » 

A Hiort time before his laft ilhiefs, he explained to her and the Duke of Holftein the fyftem be bad pur- 
fued during his reign, and inftruCled them m the deUils of government. While he lay upon his death-bed, 
having recovered his underftanding by a momentary intermiflion of the delinum, (fee chap. vlii. on Catba<h 
rine ].) he called for Anne to dictate his laft fentiments, but upon her arrival l^e relapfed into his former 
ftate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 372. 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Sebaube^s diTpatches, in the polTeflion of the Earl of Hardwicke, that 
Peter had even taken fomc fteps towards finding the crown upon his daughter .Anne. 

Lc Cardinal [Dubois] neparoit gucrc touche dc Pinjuftice qui feroit faite aw IjIs du Czarowitz; et il 
dit, que fi lc Czar reghroh la fucerjion en faveur Je fafilk^ il faudroit bien que ceux qui voudroient fe Her avec 
lui de fon vivant, promiflent de la mainteiiir apres fa mort, apres laquelle toutefois il arriveroit vrayfembki- 
blemeiit de cette dirpofition comme li elle n’avoit jamais cxille.’* Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Carteret, 
Paris, Jan. 20, 1722. , « 

** Ce que Ics miniftres Mofeovites difoient au Monf. de Campredon que le’Czar voiilut fe procurer une 
garantie pour d fes etaU de la mantere qu^il fe propofede Vetahlir, paroit foA fin^ulier, &c. Par 

rapport a i^exehifion de fon Miu-Jlfs en faveur de fa JitteSom marquer en mcme temps a quel Prince ii la deftine.’* 
Lord Carteret to Cardinal Dubois, Palis, Jan. 1721-2. • 

The decree which he ifiued ;n February 1722, feemed a prelude to this appointment, which was probably 
prevented by the fuddennefs of his death. 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her fucceflbr, and a ftrong party was formed in her 
favour ; but that Emprefs was prevented from following her inclinations in this inftance by the (hortnefs of 
her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter Alexievitch ; who, as the grandfon of Peter the Great, was 
Supported by a ftill more povfcrful party, 

I a authority 
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authority in as nnliinited a form, as had ever been enjoyed by any of her predecef|brs. 
This Emprefs refigned herfeif ipiplicitly to the direction of Biren, a native of Courland, 
who rofe from the loweft extraflion, afid regulated all her councils with the moll arbi- 
trary fway. Anne has generally been cenfured for her feverity, and is faid to have 
ruled the Riiflians with the knoot in her hand ; but the cruelties which tarniflied her 
reign, muft be attributed to the brutal temper of Birdh. The Emprefs herfeif was of 
a humane difpdfition : (he frequently oppol'ed the fanguinary nieafures of her favourite, 
and in vain endeavoured to foften his mercilel's difpolition, by fubmitting to intreaties, 
and interceding even with tears, for the unfortunate objefts of his refentment *. But, 
in eflFeft, the fovereign' who permits cruelties is, and ought to be, equally guilty in the 
eyes of the world with the fovereign who commands them ; and pofterity juftly imputes 
to the miftrefs the vices of the fervant, who is uncontrouled in his abufe of power. 
Anne died on the 17th of Ofkober 1740, after nominating for her fuccelTor her ne- 
phew Ivan, then an infant ; with a view of prolonging the reign of Biren, whom (he 
appointed regent during the minority. 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I recolledled the motley charafter of that indolent 
and voluptuous Emprefs, who, by the revolution of 1741, renewed in her perfoii the 
line of Peter the Great upon the throne of Rullia. Elizabeth was born in i7(-9, 
and, when arrived at years of maturity, was extremely admired for her perfonal at- 
traflions. 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry, occaiioned feveral offers, none of which 
were accepted, and fhe died Angle. During the reign of her father, a negociation had 
commenced for her marriage with Louis XV. By the will of Catharine, Elizabeth was 
betrothed to Charles Augulius, bifhop of Lubeck, and brother of Adolphus Frederic, 
King of Sweden } but he died before the completion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter II., Aie was demanded by Charles, Margrave of Anfpach ; in 1 741, by the Perfian 
tyrant Kouli Khan ; and at the time of the revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to 
force her to efpoufe Prince Louis of Brunfwick f. From the period of her acceffion Aie 
renounced all thoughts of the connubial Rate, and adopted her nephew Peter. Her 
dillike to marriage, however, did not proceed from any diAnclination to man ; for fhe 
freely owned to her conAdents, that fhe was never happy but when in love J,- if we 
may dignify by that name a capricious pafAon ever changing Its object. The fame cha- 
raderiflic warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes of devotion : fhe was 
fcrupulouflyexad in her annual confefAons of the wanderings of her heart, in expref- 
Ang the utmoft contrition, and in punflually adhering to the minuteA ceremonies and 
ordinances of the church. 

With refpeft to her difpoAtion, fhe is generally Ayled the humane Elizabeth, as 
ihe made a vow never to in&iSt any capital .punifhihents § during her reign ; and is 

* *' prefent." writes Count Munic “ larfque I’inuperatrace plfuruit a cliatides larmesfur ce que 

Biron fulminoit & inenacott de ne vouloirplusfervir !i I’impcratrice nefaciifioit Voliulki & aiiifi des autres.” 
Bbauchc; Ac. p. up ,, ^ ' 

Mrs Vigor ays of her, ** I have often feen her mdt into tears at a melancholy ftory, and the fliews fuch 
unaffedrd horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind to me feems to be .compofed of the moll amiable 
qualities that 1 have ever obfervrd. in any one perfon ; which feeins a pardbular mark of the goodnefs of 
Providence, at (be it poflefled of fuch power ” ^ Letters from RulEa, p. 89. 

f See Manllein’s Memoirs, p. zg. *8c. <09. 

% “ Ellc ctoit voluptueufe a I'escM, nee de fang voluptneux. A elle difoit foi'vmt a fes confidentes, qu'elle 
n’^toit contente qqc tant qu’cHe ^toit amoureufe] mail elle ^loit avec cela fort inconltante & changeoit 
foil vent de favoris *' Ebauche, p. 17c. . 

^ Mee Kc ' i^rks on her celebrated cdidl, which abolilhed capital punilhmentt, in the chapter on the Penal 
Laws of Ruiha, in a fubfequent paflage. 

6 reporter! 
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reported to have (bed tears upon the news of viftories gained by her troops, from the 
refledtion that they were not obtained withont great bloodlhed. But although no 
criminal was executed in public, yet the ftate prifons were filled with wretched fuf- 
ferers, many of whom, unheard of and unknown, perifhed in damp and unwholefome 
dungeons : the flatc inquifition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge perfons fuf- 
pefted of high treafon, had conftant occupation during her feign j many upon the 
llighteft furmifes were tortured in fecret ; many underwent the knoot, and expired 
under the 1nifli£lion. « But the tranfa&ion which reBe&s the higheft di%race on her 
reign, was the public punifliment of two ladies of falhion, countelTes Beftuchef and 
Lapookin : each received fifty ftrokes of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterlburgh ; 
their tongues were cut out, and they were banifhed into Siberia. One of thefe ladies, 
Madame Lapookin, efleemed the handfomeft woman in Rudia, was accufed of hold- 
ing fecret correfpondence with the French ambalTador ; but her real crime was having 
commented too freely on the Emprefs’s amours. Even the mere relation of fuch an 
affe£ling feene, as that of a woman of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourged 
by the common executioner, mufl; excite the llrongefl: emotions of horror, and forbid 
us to venerate the memory of a princefs, who, with fuch little regard to her own fex, . 
could iflue diofe barbarous commands. But let us lament the inconfiftency of 
human nature ; and in confldering the^harader of Elizabeth, let us not deny that her 
heart, perhaps naturally benevolent, was occafionally corrupted by power, and fteeled 
with fufpicion ; that although mercy might predominate whenever it did not interfere 
with her paflions and prejudices, yet fhe by no means deferves the appellation of hu- 
mane, the moft noble * attribute of a fovereign, when it iuterpofes to temper the 
feverity of juftice. Elizabeth died in 1761, in the twenty-firft year of her reign, and 
in the iifty-third of her age : Ihe expired in December, the fame month in which fhe 
was born, and in which (he acceded to the throne. 

In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which among other military (lores, contains fome 
cannon, cad in the middle of the (ixteenth century,' under the reign of Ivani Vafli- 
licvitch 11. 1 had occafion to mention in a former chapter, that the art of cading can- 

non was introduced into Rudia under Ivan Vaflilievitch I. by Aridotle of Bologna. 
Ivan II. did not fail to imitate the example of his grandfather in procuring, by means 
of foreign artids, the^bed ardllery ; and to this judicious policy both monarchs were 
chiefly indebted for their fucceffes in war, and for the conqued of feveral* provinces, 
M'hich they annexed to their hereditary dominions. 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the mint. The gold and^lver are fent from- 
the mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined in this laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the fird melting of t(je ore to the coining. Among the diver we 
obferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars, which were mehing to be recoined in 
roubles. Peter I. wanting diver for the new coinage, KTued a decree, that all the 
cudoms (hould be paid in Dutch dollars : at pfefent half the duties are dill difeharged 
in that money by all foreign merchants, excepting the Englilh, who^are exempted by 
treaty. But as the gold and diver obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the ad- 
dition of the dollars, are by no means diffident for the circulation, a condderable 
quantity of both metals is annually imported. ‘The coinage, in its prefent debafed 
S. ' ■ ' . ■ . 

* I was informed from undoubted authority, that it was impolfible to obtain Elizabeth’s confent for 
the execution of a felon who had eyen committed the mod: horrid fpecies of premeditated murder, and 
that the mailer of the police ufed fecretly to order the executioner to knoot to death thofe delinquents 
who weie found guilty of tbie moll atrocious crimes. It is a pity Ibe did not referve her humanity, 
fwhich in this inflance was cruelty to her people, for more refpe£lable objefls. 

(late. 
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ftate, mud be very ^idvantageous, as in the gold Acre is fo much alloy, that a profit of 
48 percent, is gained, and iri the filyer of 37*. This date of , the coinage renders 
ulelefs the prohibition againll the exportation, and produces the mifehievous effefl: of 
promoting the contraband introdudion of falfe coin from foreign countries. 

Among the remarkable objefts in the mint, the machine for damping the coin de- 
ferves to be mentioned ; becaufe it Siras invented by Her prefent Majedy, and is ef- 
teemed an ingenious and fimple piece of mechanifm. 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, fecured with great veneration„in a brick 
building, and preferved as a memorial to future ages, of its being the origin of the 
Ruffian fleet. Peter I. ufed to call it the Little Grandftra, and, in the latter part of 
his reign, ordered it to be tranfported to Petefffiurgh : it was conduced in folemn 
procedion, to excite the admiration of the people, and expofed to view that they might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with the improved date in which he left 
it. The hidory of this little boat is worthy of notice; not only as it comprehends 
the fird rife of the navy, but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, I lliall be 
enabled to point out fundry errors advanced by feveral hidorians of Peter the Great. 

There is not the lead foundation for the report that Peter was naturally afraid of 
the water, and had the utmod difficulty in furmounting this averfion : on the coniraf}^ 
he always expreded a drong attachm^it to that element. The boat, which has given 
rife to this detail, was condruded during the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, by Kar* 
d6ns Brandt, a Dutch diipwright, whom Alexey Michaelovitch invited into Ruffia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing this boat at a village' near Mofeow, 
inquired of Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why it was built in a different 
manner from other veffels ? Timmerman relied, it was a veflTel contrived to fail 
againd the wind. Peter’s curiofity was roufed by this intelligence, and Brandt being 
indantlyfummoned, repaired it without delay, provided a mad and rigging, and, having 
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to the furprize and adonifliment of the young 
Tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the dire^ion of Brandt, foon learned 
the management of the vedel. . 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring 
lake, he ordered Brandt to build a yatcht f upon the banks of the Molkva, which was 
launched'in 1691 ; and in which Peter failed as far asColumna. Animated with the 
fuccefs of this expedition, he commanded the fame ibipwright to condrud, upon the 
lake of Penflaf, feyeral fmall vedels carrying guns ; in which the Tzar failed on the 
£th df February, the 3d of March, and the 5th of April, of the following year. On 
the fifft of May another veflel was launched, and on the 9th Peter returned to- Mofeow. 
The death of Brandt feems to have interrupted the iiicreafe of this little fleet ; but did 
not prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions on the lake. Some extra^s, from 
General Gordon’s | Journal, will Ihow the eagemelk with which the young monarch 

j purfued 

» • ■■ . ,• 

• See Effai fur Ic ifommerce dc Ruflte» c. X| where the reader will find an accurate ftate of the Ruffian 
coinage* in which the difference of the prefent money from that of the former reigns is laid down* as X 
was informed from good authority* with K^reat exaftnefs^ p. 254* 255* 

^ From hence 1 follow implicitly Muller’s dExtra^ls from General Gordon’s Journal, 
i General Gordon, a native of Scotland* was bom in i 6 i$ ferved with gjory in the Swe- 

difh and Polifh armies* he entered into the Ruffian ferviee in i66f* in wh»«h he continj^d>to tl**' 
his 4 ife. His journal* in the Englifh tongue, is now in the archives at Mofepo^ and hat! neVer printed. 
Muller* who made great ufe of it in feyeral of hit works, p 1 riji n f r d T n iti d dll the circum- 

Aances eelating to Ruflia;' but, to the great regret of all lovers of biftory* has been prevented by 
jotber 4>ccupauoa8 from canyinjj; hia d^gn into execution. 1 find* froh Bachmeifter’s Ruff. Bibl. 
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purfued his new occupation : when fuch trifling incidents as weighing anchor, and 
failing acrofs a laice, are circumftantially recorded. 

“ Gordon went on the i itli of Auguft to Pereflaf ; and on the 14th was entertained 
in due form and ceremony on board of the Admiral's * Ihip. On the tSth,” he adds, 
“ we failed from one fide of the lake to the oppofite bank; on the zift we got under 
weigh, and failed to the other fido, where we again came to an anchor ; on the 24th 
Cordon attended the Tzar on fliip-board ; on the 28th we departed from Pereflaf, 
and on the 31ft reached AIexe>f‘'k.” But as the limits of a lake were too confined for 
the rifing ambition of the Tzar, he hurried to Archangel, where he arrived in the month 
of June, f6g3, On the"! 7th,” fays Gordon, the poll brought the news that the 
I'zar had been upon the White Sea, and was hsrppily arrived into port, and on the nth 
of October he came back 10 Mofeow. In the Beginning of May, .1694, he returned to 
Archangel, and continued in tliofe parts until September; duiing which time he made 
frequent expeditions upon thefca, and improved his knowledge of navigation.*^ 

Thefe little adventures, which feemed mere youthfu] amufemenfs, were productive 
of the mod glorious event that diftinguifhed his reign. ’ Peter, in the campaign of 1695 
.nf^aind the I'urks, bcfiegingA^sof, found it impoffible to take the town without block- 
ing up the hatliour ; and as he did not poflefs one Ihip, was compelled to raife the 

His fpirit excited, rather than damped, by this difappointment, he gave orders for 
the immediate condrudion of feveral veffels ; fome were framed at Occa, and tranf- 
ported over land to the Don ; but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In lefs 
than a year he renewed the liege df Azof, and brought before it, to the furprize of 
the Turks, two men of war, twenty.three gallies, two galleots, and four fire>fhips f. 
With this little fquadron, which failed down the Doiynto the Black Sea, he blockaded 
the harbour, gained a vidory over the Turkifli gallies, and took Azof. He fignalized 
this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into Mofeow, and by a medal reps^fenting 
the capture of Azof, with a motto in Ruffian, \l£for by thunder and the waves.^ 
This fuccefs was the prelude to dill greater atchievements ; and as the fectirity of his 
new conqueds upon the Black Sea^dlepended upon a powerful navy, he colleded from 
all quarters the mod expert (hip-builders, and fuperinteded the nece^y preparations at 
Voronetz, Azof, and Taganroc. In 1699, foon after his return from his fird expe- 
dition into foreign parts, he was prefent at a naval review upon the Black Sea, in 
uhich ten friptes were engaged, the larged carrying fifty, the fmalled twenty-fix 
guns^ ; and the RufTtan navf, in the harbours of the Euxine, ^^condru^ed and upon 
the docks, is deferibed as confiding of nine (hips of fii^ty guns; left of fifty, ten of 


V . ! 

for 1782, that • Gentian traadfition of ifla given^in Fart ir. of the Jonntal of St. PeterKborgh for 1782, 
which I have not yet feen* * 

Gordon died in 1699^ regretted by the T%ar» andt to ufe the words of his relation, << His 
Majell)r vifited hins five tioiei during his illnefif was prefedt the moment he eacpiredy apd (hut his eyes 
with his own Kand«’^ The jtame author fays o( lugt), greatly to his honour, General Gordon 

r-Li ! .i. A. ..iL 8_ * I .1 t I.. I L 


was a fobtr uan, in a country wjieie drioking » tnaCh in mbion ; and though he ufed to be much In 
the Tzar’b company, His Majefty. knowing his in^au'ons, would never allow him to he urged. He 
was ever mindful of his bufinefl. and did ercat fervice to the Ruffian nation.'* Gordon*! Hid. of Peter 


was ever mindful of his buiinefi, and did great fervice to the Ruffian nation.' 
the Great, vol.i, p. 1^7, ijg. , 

* Mnllei conjeoures that Le Pert was the admiral of this little fqnadrda. 
t S. R. G. vol (i. p. 326. I Ib. p. 184. 

VOL. Vl„. 4T 
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forty-cighf, two of forty-two, fourteen of thirty-four, two of thirty-two, three of thirty, 
one of twenty-fix, one of twenty-four, four of eighteen, three of fourteen, and four of 
eight guns ; befide eighteen irirejnes, one hundred brigantines, and three hundred 
boats in the Dnieper. This ftupendous account would be incredible were it not recorded 
by the fecretary * to the Auftnan embafly, then refident at Mofeow ; it is fcarcely pa- 
rallelled by the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Punic war. The rapidity 
with which Peter created his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimilar exertions 
upon the Baltic, after the acquifition of Cronftadt and the foundation of Peterfburgh. 

But to return to the boat which occafioned this digreflion, and which gave rife to 
the Ruffian navy. In 1723, at the dole of the Perfian expedition, it was tranfported 
from Mofeow to the new metropolis, an J Peter gave a public entertainment, which was 
called the Confecration of the Little Grandfirc. Twenty-feven men of war, being ranged 
at Cronftadt in the form of a crefeent, the Emperor embarked in this boat, himfelf 
fleering, while three Admirals and Prince Mentchikof performed the office of rowers : 
being then towed by two Hoops, it made a fmall circuit in the Gulf : and, returning by 
the fleet, the fhips ftruck their flags, and faluted with all their guns ; while the Little 
Grandjire returned each falute by a difeharge of three fmall pieces. It was then 
brought into the harbour, and furrounded by the men of war. A few 'days afterwards 
the Little Grandjire was conveyed to St. P^terfburgh, and its arrival folemnized 
by a mafquerade upon the water f. This memorable boat, freighted with the 
Emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and was conducted, under the difeharge 
of all the artillery, to the place where it now remains enfhrined as a memorial to 
pofterity. 

From the fortrefs we took water, and landed at an adjacent fpot in the ifland of Pe- 
terfburgh, near a wooden hovel,, remarkable as the habitation of Peter the Great, 
while the fortrefs was conflrufting. It flill remains in its original ftate, and flands under 
a brick building, erefked to preferve it from deftruedon. The houfe is a ground floor, 
vrith only three rooms, which I had the curiofity to meafure. They are but eight feet 
in hdght ; the apartment for the receprion of company is fifteen feet fquare ; me din- 
ing-room fifteen by twelve, and the bed-chamber ten. Near this houfe is another four- 
oared boat, the work of Peter's own hands, which hits been erroneoufly called the Little 
Grandjire* 


Chap. ‘VL-^Congelation ef Qtdckjilver.—Dr. Guthrie* s Eupey meats to af certain the 
freezing Point of Mercury ^ and to prove that the Purity or Impurity of the Mercury ^ by 
no means c^eHs the Congelation* 

AS the curious experiment of freezing iquickfilver was firft made at Peterflmrgh by 
Proifrflbr Braun, I was defirous of witneffing the repeddon of the fame procefs ; parti- 
cularly as many doubts were entertained by feveral philofophers, concerning the real 
congelation of pure quickfilver, and I bad frequent opportunities of fedng this phaeno- 
menon during a fe'ries of experiments by Dr. Guthrie, pbyfic^ to the Imperial Corps of 
Cadets. 

* Korb Dttrium. Tbe readerwill find, in p. 236, a catalogue of the nuues of all thefe iwflele, toge- 
ther with the breadth, length, depth, number of guns, and complement 01 men. See alfo’LeBruyn’i 
Travels, voL i. p. 6 i. 

f Confett’i prefent State of RulBa, p. ai8. 

Having 
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Having infeited a tube containing quickfilver in a mixture of fnow and fpirit of nitre, 
he took it out in ten minutes, placed it in a fecpnd mixture, and in five minutes the 
quickfilver was congealed. The tube being broken, the quickfilver appeared in a folid 
mafs like a ball of filver, and being ftruck with a hammer was flattened into twice its ex- 
tenfion before it liquified. 

But the hammer being much warmer than the frozen quickfilver, melted the parts 
which it touched, fecming to have the fame eifefl: upon the mercury as a warm iron 
upon wax ; I defired, therefore, Dr. Guthrie to place the hammer alfo in the freezing 
mixture, fo ^ to acquire the fame degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. Another 
portion of quickfilver being^ congealed by the fame procefs, I took out the hammer, and 
llruck the folid mafs of quickfilver; it refilled the ftroke, and yielded a dead found like 
lead; I llruck it again, and made a fmall dent, a third time, and made a larger dent, 
until It gradually extended and flattened under the hammer, feparated like an amalgama 
or the confluence of cheefe, and foon liquefied. 

1 o me the congelation of quickfilver was a matter of mere curiofity ; yet the dodor*8 
experiments tended not only to prove its abfolute congelation, but likewife to afeertain 
L® “®®2ing point ; and Ihew that the purity or impurity of the mercury did not afleft 
the fuccefs of the experiment. 

As the fuWed is extremely curious, and rendered Hill more interelling by the able 
treatife publilhed by Sir Charl^ Blagdeh, in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, I lhall infert a 
fummary account of the experiments and obfervations communicated by Dr. Guthrie, 
and fhall only add that I was witnefs to moll of the experiments. 

** Mr. Jofeph Adam Braun, ProfelTor of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. 
Peterlburgh, difeovered, in December 1 759, that mercury might be rendered folid by 
means of artificial pold, and it has been fince congealed in fevere winters by the cold of 
the atmofphere in the northern countries of both the old and new continent. 

“ This congelation of mercury by the natural cold, renders the knowledge of its 
freezing point a matter of great importance to the natural hillory of the earth as well 
as of man ; as by determining the degree of cold neceflary to effe£k this phenomenon, 
we (hall be able to ellimate the real degree of cold in the countries near the poles, and 
confequently the power inherent in living aiuroals to refill it. Until lately our ideas on 
this fubjeft were confufed and erroneous. The experiments and obfervations of the 
moll able naturalills in Europe and America were only of partial ufe to natural hillory 
and phyfics, by placing mercury amonglt the malleable metals, and by deraonllrating 
that there is nothing efentially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal which melts with 
a lefs degree of heat than the others. 

“ Still the philofopher was not informed what reliance he could place on the mercurial 
thermometer towards determining the co]d of climates; as the moiions of the quickfilver 
ap^red by thofe vei^ experiments extremely irregular in the lower parts of the fcale, 
falling mwy degrees in an inllant, and after defeending below, a certain point, finking 
fuddenly into the bulb, and thereby feeming to indicate that the animals of the northern 
countries could refill the a£lion of cold forae hundred degrees below the freezing point 
of vrater. Thisfiippofition daggered the faith bf many philofophefs, and made them 
anxious that the matter flibuid be more fully inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal So- 
ciety of London defired its members refiding irt cold countries, to turn their attention 
towards determining the point of congelation of mercury, and remark the defeent of 
the mercury in the thermometer during the procefs from the freezing point of water to 
that of mercyry, in order to form a jufter notion of its real contra^ion. *But new light 

4 T a was 
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tiras Tately tbrovn upon the fubjeS, hy a. courfe of ex|^riments made at the defire o^ 
the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchins, viGqvernor of Hudfon’s Bay, who received exceU 
lent infirudions i>bm Mr. Cavendifh, and Dr. Black, profeffor of chymiftry ih the uni* 
verfity of Edinburgh. Thefe direQions, and an apparatus made in London, enabled 
the Governor to perceive, that thefuddenand confiderable defcent which takesi^place in 
the lower p^arts of the therraometer, when expofed to great cold, happens from the con- 
traflionbf the metal in its frozen ftatc, and does notaffeft the regulafity and juftnefs of 
its contraSion whilft it remains fiuid. This great point was principally afcertained by 
means of a fpirit thermoiseter, which was found not to freeze as fobn the mercury, 
and thereby indicated the degree of cold produced by his frigorific mixture, when 
the mercurisd thermbmeter ceafed to meafup it on account of its contra&ionpn becom* 
ing folid. . . ■■ 

“ Tb prove that the defcent of the mercury in the thermometer was derived from 
thisnew'difcovered pnnciple, namely, the contradion of the metal in freezing, and to 
.try whether pure meiuury re(|uired a gi^ter degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated 
mercury, 1 mCde thefe experiments with various forts of mercury: • 

“ 1. I procured from^Winterbergeri a famous chymift of St. Peterfburgh, the pureft 
mercury known to chymifts* viz. revivified from calomel by filings of iron. s. From 
Dr. Pallas, native mercury, collelEted in. a mine where no other metal is found but a 
little iron. 3. Common b|irometer mercury^ furnlihed by Morgan, an iEnglifh optician 
at Peterlburghj as he reedived it from England for fillmg his infirum^nts. 4. Six 
drachms of common mercury, which f adulterated by diflblving in it a quarter of a grain 
of tinfoil.'^'.; 

** 1 procured alfb fome ritermometi^ made with great caire and accuracy by Morgan, 
filled ^ith the fame purified'mm^ury^ Nu. 1 . for the expfefs purpolc of thefe experi* 
ments ; alfo one with frighlytc^fied ^irtts of wipe, diftilled. by Winterberger. 

** Adjoininjg is a drawing of ihb smpamtus I employed in thefe experiments, which 
was fuggefied to. me by Dr. Black ; it differs from that employed by 

Mr. Hutchins in being more fimplej ahd cbnfequently the mercury wae^more eafily ex- 
amined diUring the procefs of congelation. ' 

“ Deceniber the aadj 1784, Iii a calm clear evening,’ Reabmur^s thermometerat 
17 degreea bdb^w 6, after expofing die appamtus'On a table in my court-yard (where I 
made my expe^ments) for two hours, to acquire the temperature of the atmofphere, I 
poured a little of 0 e purified mercury. No. 1, into the gials tube, and having inferted 
a thermometer filied with • the l^me purified mercury, fo that Its bulb was covered with 
the mercu:^ in the tube, I placed them ip the water-gla&f filled Vrith ^t^^^ freezing mix- 
ture, arndm iix minutes traufported them hitoa fecoimV with fimilar contents j the mer* 
cury in four vmhintes more be'eame folid, and l out the thermometer,* with 
the frozen mercury forrbundmg its bulb in me firnmbf af^^^ at jfli 

degrees 'beib#o. Pcrceivkig:, hbWever, a littlefitfidmereury^ remaaning in the tube, I 
re-plabed the meimometef with the me toit$ hnlb, rand in a few ipinutes 

the mercury #fo;abc% h^lf^ ^ drawing fr up found the mer* 

cmy mehed, aim^tne j^^ -^om tms m^erinfria it penvesjcthat the freea- 

ing point of pure mmeuir iS hit d^ees folow <> on thli tnermometer ; for as there 

remained a little mercury ffm ^id in ffip 

duced fuffeient tmld to freea^ ahd as on im rifing;tialf avdegeee the nmccury became 
fluid, the point pf congelation is accurittely deterinmhii .^5 ' . . i 

** Second experirnent.->'On the 9th JanuaVyi 1785 j between fix and ^f paff feven 
in the .evening,! made the following experiments in prefence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. Coxe, 

8 . . and 
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and other gentlemen. I inferted the mercurial thermometer ufed in the lall’ experiment 
in a portion of the purified mercury, N® », and .placed them in the cold mixture the 
thermometer fell ilowly to twenty.two.and a half degrees, and was ftadonary fome time, 
whilft we perceived the mercury in tjie tube ^eexing round the Tides, fo as to produce 
a coating like tin foil in the Leyden phhd } on tranfporting it to a fecond glafs of cold 
mixture, the thermometer fell in hve minutes td thirty •• fix degrees, where it remained 
ftationary during the time of its cohriauance in the mixture. What was remarkable in 
■ this experiment, the mercury in the thermometer was fiill fluid, although its bulb was 
froxeminto that contaihed in the tube ; for on reverfing the inftrument, the mercury 
ran out of the bulb into the flem. No^* here is a proof that mercury may be cooled 
three and a half degrees below its freezing point without jbecoming foUd. 

** Thirdexperirnentiwith hative mercury.-rit having been aflerted, that a thermotne- 
ter, filled with highly re'ftifiedfpirits of wine, is better ca;lculated to determine thefreez- 
iiig point of mercuiy, than one filled with the fame metal, becaufe it refifts congelation 
longer, I plunged the fpirit thermometer into the tube cemtaining the native' mercury. 
Having placed the apparatus in the glafe with the Irfrigerant mixture for fiVe minutes, 
and tranlported it into a fecond glafs, the fpirit falling in thelhermometer to thirty-twoi 
we examined the* mercury, and found it frozen, although the fpirits of wine remained 
fluid, and the thermometer flood at the fame degrse^ (not only while the apparatus re« 
mained in the cold mixture, but ev^ after I tranfpprt^ it'intO R wai'm room) and kept 
it at the fame point, until a large part of ‘the bulb of the theiinbmeter was uncovered 
by the melting of the frozen merc’ufyi dt^f^ by^dr(% into a gl?.f& , v 

« Fourth experiment ofa common barometer mercury.— mercurial thermometer 
ufed in the firfl experiment was pliinged into this mercury^ and placed in the glafs of 
cold mixturejand after reniaming five minutes, was tranf^rted into a fecond glafs^ where 
in four minutes the thermometer funk to thirty-eight, arid leihsuned^^d^^^ The 

fame lingular phtenometion pfefented itfelf that appeared in the fecopd experiment^ 
with fome additions j viz*, the mercui^ Cubfided to five and a half degrees belbw its fieez-. 
ing point on thiVthermomCtef, without becoming folid. 

“ Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.-»-I froze. a little of this mercury, .trithout 
inferting a thermpmeter, in order to try its .malleability and fpecific gravity ^ ijt flattened 
under the hammer, and of ccwrre ts malleabley and funk in fluid mercury, which flrewa 
that it contraas confiderably in fi'eemng,^ diffeisng ih this circumftan from common 
ice, which expands and fwims in yratej-^ V; * 

“Sixth experiment op mercury adolt^ted with tin*^Thp feSrit thia’mometer 
being plunged into thfemeretfry, flibodkt thiirty-two when thp pierepry w?ts frozen round 
its bulb/ ■' ^ . 

“ Seventii experiment cm pPrifipd niertpjry, 1785 (a re- 
petition of a former onp^ip thb presence of Ferber, and other gem 

tlerafin. I plurtged the fj^it thermpinetbr viato a> portion of Wintp^rger’s vivified 
mercuryi and it fell te 3* Bi^rees btfip^-o,^)^ raercary w|^ freezing, and re- 
mained there after if became folid. fe flood in the fngortfic mixture. I then 

drew the thCrmoih^er Oat^^ thc^^^t^^ froze into the mercury, and hung 

it on a nail in thd open^ir f thiB and the fpirit ftill kept at 

the fame point imtH Me ^grt^tef part vi^ thawed; ^ We finiflied thefe eiqjerimmtts by 
trying wiwi tlte fpfritl^^ what degree of cold was prpdnced^ by a ffelh jfrigo- 

rific mixture, which ajNf^eaifed to bs jtift 35 degrees below o. 

From the whole of Mefe . tocpe I am difpofed to conclude, that the freezing 

noint of mercury is at -ja degrees below o on Reaumur’s thermometer, or 40 of 

' Fahrenheit, 
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Fahrenheit, and that common mercury does not freeze with a lefs degree of cold than 
pure mercury. • 

*' Eighth experiment.-* February i,'i785, a favourable cold of 15 degrees offering 
this evening, we placed in the mixture fome revivified mercury, twice diftilled with 
fixed alkali by Winterberger, a preparation which has been faid to refill a greater degree 
of cold than the others ; but it froze in two and a half minutes, exa£liy at 32 degrees 
of Reamuris mercurial thermometer, iiv the firll glafs of cold mixture, and differed no 
wife from all the other forts except the following. 

“ Ninth experiment.— -Mercury purified with antimony froze in two different experi- 
ments at 30 degre^ with a fpirit thermometer, and in one with a mercurial thermo- 
meter at 32 degrees, fo that there appears a difpofition in this preparation to freeze with 
a lefs degree of cold than the others ; but it mult be remarked, that it has a blackilh 
dulli>colour and lluggifh motion. 

• “ Tenth experiment. — Mr. Coxe being curious to try the malleability of mercury 
dillilled with alkali, which has a bright and fluid appearance, I froze fome of it in a tube, 
at the fame time cooling the hammer in the refrigerant mixture, fo as to acquire the 
fame temperature as the frozen mercury, defending the iron from the adlion of the ni- 
trous acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mercury bore feveral llrokcs of the cold 
hammer, flattening like a leaden bullet. 

** Eleventh experiment .^1 lallly froze fix drachms of common mercury, containing 
twelve times as much tin foil as in experiment the lixth; but even this quantity of alloy 
which rendered it almoll an amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze with lefs than 32 de- 
grees of Reamur. 

** February 16, O. S.~A cold of 24 degrees offering moll unexpefledly this morn- 
ing, fo late in the feafon ^ and another experiment being fuggelled to me by an ingenious 
friend, Mr. Romme, to put the point of congelation of pure mercury flill in a clearer 
light, 1 tried it about mid-day, when the cold was diminilhed 4 degrees in the fhade. 

** Mr. Romme remarked, that mercury takes up much more bifmuth than tin without 
loling its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal oftener ufed to adulterate it, and 
dilBcult ta be feparatedj he thought a mixture of them was a proper fubje£l of experi- 
ment tp decide the quellion. I accordingly prepared an amalgama fo thick, that it ill- 
vered glafs like a mirror by merely running over it, and adhered fo fall as not to be re- 
moved without feraping. But the freezing point of this very impure mercury was the 
fame as theotbers j viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur, by the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit 
thermometer being employed to try the cold of the frigorific mixture, to my furprize fell 
no lower than the other thermometer inferted in the mercury conUuned as uiual in a tube. 

** Thus ended my experiments this feafon j and 1 may venture to draw the following 
inferences : 

“ The point of congelation of mercury is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur. 

There appears no difference in the point of congelation of pmihed and common 
mercUry, except one preparation with antimony, whmh feems to cbnge:al with a lefs de- 
gree of cold thanatli the others. • 

*‘In fome cifcumflances mercurf may be cooled bdoW its freezing point, without 
lofing its fluidity, even as far as 5I degrees, whilll the portion in which the bulb of the 
thermometer is plunged, becomes fdtid. 

** Thefe experiments do not affefl: the credit of the mercurial thermometer, as an 
accurate inilrument for meafuring the degrees of heat from, the point of boiling water 
to that of the congelation of inercury ; but no concluflons can be drawn from its mo- 
'tions below this point, as they depend on the contra&ion of jthe metal in a folid Rate 

which 
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which ought to be carefully diftinguilhcd from the cont^aftion which takes place whilft 
it preferves its fluidity j therefore the ideas we have formed of the cold obtaining in the 
habited countries near the poles, and the aflonifliing power of animals to reiifl it, mull 
be erroneous *, as they have been taken from the extraordinary defcept of the mercury 
in the thermometer, which we now know is dierived from the contraction of the mercury 
when frozen, and not from fuch an extraordinary decree of cold, which if it had taken 
place, mult have deftroyed the whole fyftem of organized bodies. 

“ We cannot, accorjiing to our prefent knowledge of the fubjeCt, aflert, that a much 
greater degree of cold exifts than the point of jhe congelation of mercury ; no other 
indrument having been employed to afeertain ic than the mercurial thermometer, which 
is now proved of no authority below 3 a degrees of Reaumur. 

“ But it appears, that a thermometer filled with highly reCHfied fpirits of winCij^re- 
ferves its fluidity in a cold of 33 degrees of Reaumur, or 47 of Fahrenheit, and pro- 
bably in a greater, which may therefore be employed in northern climates with more 
advantage than one filled with mercury. 

“ The furprifing coincidence in the freezingof iriercury congealed in Siberia by natural 
cold, with that effeded by means of artificial cold,, merits attention, as they bptb fix the 
freezing point o^ mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; profeflbr Laxman, particularly in a late 
paper to the Imperial Academy, declares, that he found Common mercury conftantly 
become folid at 210 of De Liile (t 2 of Reaiimur), and that in 1782, it continued foUd 
for two months together. Df. Pallas alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, men- 
tions th.e lame phsenomenon taking pbee about the fame part of the fcale.** 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie’s remarks, I fliali ofler-a few obfervations. 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins’s experiments, and a comparifon of the ther- 
mometers which he employed oh that pccafion, Mr. Cavendilh t concludes, that the 
true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins’s thermometer, graduated accord* 
ing to the fcale Fahrenheit, was 40 *, and a thermometer adjufied in the manner recom- 
mended by the Committee of the Royal Society, freezes in 38.1-, or, in whole numbers, 
39 below freezing point, or 3 of Reaumur which anfwers to the conclufion drawn by 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, eftimating the point of mercurial congelation at 52 
of Reaumur, or 40 below o of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial ccld requifite to congeal quickfilver was greatly mifeon- 
ceived and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfo prevailed with rerped ta the degree 
of natural cold neceflary to the fuccefs of the experimeid’: 

Dr. Guthrie however proves, that the congelation Succeeded in a cold not exceeding 
o of Fahrenheit; and fubfequent experiments ma^e at Oxford by Mr. Walker fliew, 
that a very fniall degree of natural cold is fuflicient to qbtain for the frigorific mixture 
the degree of cold neceflary to congeal quickfilver. Mr. Walker froze quickfilver in 
a mixture of equal parts of vitriolic acid and ftrong fuming nitrous acid with fnow, the 
temperature of the atmofphere being only at 30, or 2 degrees below freezing point. He 
has a!fo Ihewn, that it may be even frozen in fummer, in the bottell climates, by a par- 
ticular combination of the frigorific mixtures, wiAout the ufe of ice |t 

* Sir Charlcrs filagden ingenioufiy inferB, from a compariTon of natural cold, during a frn*e$ of years, at 
Albany Fort, meafured by a fpirit thermometer, and of artifitial cold produced by.freexing raixtureB that 
the extreme artificial cold produced* by fnow and nitrous acid correfponds pretty cxa£lly with the extreme 
of natural cold in the moil rigorous climates, which can be well inhabited ; and docs not exceed 46^ of a 
ilandard mercurial thermometer of Fahrenheit. Phil, Tranfac. vgI. Ixxiii p. 387. 

+ Phil. Tranfac. vol. Ixxiii, part 2: page 321 • 

X Walker’s Experiments on the Produdlion of Artificial Cold, Phil. Tranfac. vol. Ixxvili, p. 395.— A\If6 
Walker’s Experiments on the* Congelation of Quickfilver in England, Phil. Tranfac. for 1789, vol.lxxix. 
part 2. p. 199.. 
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to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the;ftfeet8 of .MofcoSs’ j ftoppii^ to .cot^ 

verfe with him, was ft nick with his ready- wit and quick 'j«)paii:eesi : took hto into iiis 
fervice, and advanced him, W rapid promotions^ to the height of favour whlth'^ aft^- 
wards enjoyed: others decwe, that he was the fon of iS groom 'belopranig'^'t^^ 
and was cafually^placed about the perfon of the Eraperot *. EiothflMQ 
ever contradictory to each other, fuffieiently Ihow the uncertai^y.o^ liis; origin' 
indeed it is no wonder that the genealogy of ah tipllart favourite ffiould hiMi pp exaftly 
traced. The earlieft account upon record concerning him is, that,- in rfiSy, he was 
one of the youths t whom Peter farmed into a corps, and difciplihed after the Eu- 
ropean manner. The yopng Tzar was only fifteen yeiirs old, and Mentchikof, then 
known by the name of or Ljttle Alexander, of the fame age ; and being re- 

markably aftive in his exercilb,. was obferved by Eorti: and.' reconi mended to Peter. 

perfons of this company were afterwards promoted very high in the Ruffian 
fervice, and many circumftanccs concurred to forward the advaticcinent of Mentchikof 
He rendered bimfelf remarkably ufeful to the 'fzar in his plans of reforinatloni he paid 
particular attaation to foreigners, whom Peter was continually drawing into his fervice ; 
he ftudied his mafter’s charafter and temper, and knew how to fubmit to the groffell 
Infults. ** The Tzar,** fays Gordon, who was himfelf an eye-witnoO?, “ often kicked 
him publicly, and beat him like a dog j fo that the by (landers concluded him undone ; 
but always next morning the peace was made 'ap, which ■people believed could not pro- 
ceed but from fome preternaturaVeaufe |.'* 

One inllance of his implicit obedience to the comman-ls of the Tzar, and dexterity 
in performing them, is recorded by Korb, fcqretary to the Auftrian evnbalfy. Peter was 
accullomed to affift at the examination of the prifoners who were accufeJ of higli trea- 
fon, and was prefent at the tortures infliflcd to force confcllion ; he frequency aiioadcd 
at thdr execution; fometimes performed the office of cxccuiioner §, and occaftonally 
configned thit talk to his favourites and principal nobles. Soon alter the infurredion 
of the Strelitz in 1698, Peter fcornfully reproached many of the nobles who trembled 
at iaein^ compelled to behead loine rebels; adding in a drain of fanguinaryjuilice, **No 
vi£lim 18 more acceptable to the Deity than a wicked man.’* Mentchikof, however, 
did not labour under fuch delicate feelings for as a prelude to the execution of one 
hundred and fifty Strelitz, be drove through the ilrecis of Mofeow in a fledge, bran- 
difliing a naked fword |), and boafted of his adroitnefs in cutting olF twenty heads. He 
did not, however acquire the confidence of Peter merely by atls of buffoonery and 
cruelty, b\it by his fuperior abilities both as a ftatcfman and a foldier Being chofen 
by the Emperor for the companion of his travels, he was created Printe of the German 
empire, and rapidly elevated to the higheft employments both in the civil and military 
line. On particular occafions be was even permitted to perfonate his Sovereign, by 

* The fonmr opinion, that he -mn a paftry-confc'e bor, feenu to be the mofi probable, a> it >9 preferred 
by Wei^, Manftein, Bruce. 

f Muller's Macbricht von der Urfpronge des Preobafehenkifehen, Sec, in Journal of St. Peterlburgh for 
March, 1^78, p. i7|. Furft Menzikow war einer den erften Potefehmi. See alfo Manftein, p. 1 1. 

Gordon’s Lite df Peter, vol. ii. p. 278. ' Korb alfo fays. ** Aleufcam verd ftivoritan) fanm, glodio 
sccinftuin inter tiipudia deprdieodebt, de^nendi gladii morem inSidke euIiq[>bo docoit ; cujatimpetum fan- 
gait ex naribns abundi defluut fatis, teftatus eft," p. 84. 

} ■* Quinque rebdUum capita d Mo/chm mm fecuri efie imputata." Koib Dhrium, p. 1 70. 

O^nm aJ hie to vt^t fife iBSba jUenandert mtfento per omma mht ermitia veSu, trdunimi e^ 

erafirndiatrogoiBmei^i^a-tt. QfpdeiarJlem/eaAwifiitidm^&fiS^ 

gkruAator. Korb. p, S50. 

f At the battle of Fnkaw* he had tbee hbrfes Ihot under him. 

10 giving 
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giving pubHe Rudience to foreign ainbalfadors ; while Peter, avcrfe to the pomp of 
royalt/, appeared as a private peribn in his fuite. So gi;eat indeed was the afcendency 
which ^ mvourite acquired over the Emperor/as to occalion a report among the Ruf« 
Hans, that he htfeinated by witchcraft the mind of his mailer.# 

On the death of Peter the power of Mentchikof was Hill more unbounded. Catha- 
rine, chiefly indebted to his affiilance for her elevation to the throne, gratefully refigncd 
to him the foie adminiilration of affairs •, his authority continued undiminiihed to the 
moment of her deceafe, and the claufe in her will by which ihe ordc'-ed her i'lcceflbr 
Peter II. to efpoufe the Prince’s daughter, was at once a proof of his afcendency and her 
gi'atitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition and arrogance, his difrefpeflful behaviour to 
■ Peter II. t, and the peculiar circumilances of his di 'grace are related in thelMetnoirs of 
Manftein J. i^cing arrclled, in September, 1727, he was imprifoned at Berefof, a fmall 
t )vvn upon the nver Oby, in a wooden hovel inclofed with pallifadoes, where he ended 
his days. He fupported his difgracc with firmnefs and rclignaticn §; he received a 
uaily allowance of ten roubles, from which he even faved afufltciency to build i. wooden 
church, and amufed himfelf by alfifting the workmen in the conflru^’on. He forvived 
his fdlf two years and five months, dying in November, 1729, of an apoplexy ||. 

'I'hc wife of Prince Mentchikof, aflefted with her hulband’s difgrace, became blind 
with weeping, and expired on the road to Berelof. One of his daughters died before 
her father in prifon j and Ills furviving fon and daughter were releafed at the acceffion 
of the Emprefs Anne. The daughter was married to Guftavus Biren, brother to the 
Duke of Courland, and the fon promoted in the army. A grandfon of Prince Ment- ' 
chik(jf is now living : he is an officer in the Ruffian army, and 'nherits the name, but 
neither tlie riches or pAwer of his grandfather. 

Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace of Oranienbaum was converted into an 
hofpital for fiulors ; but was afterwards chofen by Peter the Third for fcis favourite 
rcfidcnce. The body of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and confifis pf two (lories, 
containing a range of final! apartments } the wings, wliich are long buildings of one 
flory, were added by the Emperor. 

Pafling from the palace to the fortrefs, we obferved a miniature model of a citadel, 
made by order of Pef^or III. when he firfl contraSed a fondnefs for military ftudies, for 
the purpofc of learning prafHcal fortification. The fortrefs, which is forrounded with 
a ditch and rampartj and flrengthened with bailions, was raifed by Peter when Great 
Duke, and contains a building called the governor’s houfe. which be generally inhabited 
himfelf, and into which be admitted only his officers and lavOurites, V'hile his court re- 
fided in the palace. Near it were barracks for a '(mail garrifon, fome wooden houfes 
for the principal officers, and a fmall Lutheran chapel, where the Holfldn foldiers 
affembled for divine fervice. The governor's houfe is a brick building fluccoed, with 
four windows in front, and contains eight fmall rooms. It remains exadly in the fame 
flate as during the Ufe-dme of the Emperor, neither the furniture, nor the bed, in which 

s 

• Gordon i^fit tHts w 31 was forged jby Prince Mentchikof ; a fuppoiltion for which there is no|t 

the tea^i proof. We mu^ dilUnguiAwbetween thofe parts of Gordon^s hiitorf , which relate to events while 
he was in Ruflia, and the otheto which he wrpte after he emitted that countrf in 1711. He fpeaks worfe 
of Prince Mentchikof than he Ceemt to defenre, and partlcularlvVrraigns his courage. ^ ^ ^ 

t Manic giveSf amongR others, the following indancesj^ hisairoganecs ** Lorfqu’il ecrlvoit au jcttne 
Empereur {1 te traitoit de fil# et fopi*%poit k lettre ; Voti^ere Metilchikow. Aux eglifes il fe 
la tribune de PEmpereur»** &c. IK. p» 67, 

^ P. 2. to p. 13. § Manfteinp p» tfO« || See $chmidt Materialicn» pw^48s' 
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he flopt the iMght preceding his depofiddn» being reynoTed. bedfteftd V9S fur- 

iiiiiicd with curtains of pink snd iilver brocade, ornamented witl^ plumes of red and 
while feathers, and the coverlet was of white fatin. Adjoining is a neat cabinet, hung 
with light brown (Ilk, upap which were fcveral figures worked by the Emprels* 

From the lortrcfs wc were condufled to a large gallery of pi«ureB, collected by the 
Kmpuror. Atijong feveral portraits of that unfortunate Prince, one was pointed out to 
to us as a flriking rcfemblance ; he is painted in his Holftein Uniforin, the complexion 
is fair, and the hair light j there is no expreflion in the features, and the countenance is 
ciFeminate. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, conftru^Efed by order of tfte Eroprefe when Great 
Duchefsi it contains eighteen apartments, each furnilhed in the ftyle of different coun- 
tries, and is Mutated in the midil of a thick plantation. The approaches being circular, 
we had not the leaft glimpfeof tha building until wc arrived; 'and za it generally caufes 
an emotion of furptize, it has, for that resuon^ received the appellation of Ha / 

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is an extraordfijarV building, denominated the Moun- 
tain fmr fledges, called alfo by fonie travellers the Flying Mountain. It (lands in the 
middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade half a mile in circumference, 
luppotting a flat roof, which is raifed for the accommodation of fpefltators. The’fiying 
mountain is a long wooden ftruflure, fupportted on brick walls, reprefenting an undu- 
lating furfacc of ground, or a mountain coinpofed of three principal declivities, gradu- 
al^rdiminifhidg in height, with intermediate ipaces refcmbling vallies : from the fum- 
mit of the ftru^re to the farther extremity is a floored way, in which three parallel 
'*grovos«re formed. A fmall carriage, containing one perfon, being placed in the cen- 
tre groove upon the higheft point, raihes with great rapidity down the firfl declivity ; 
the velocity acquired In the defeent Carries it up the fecond and third, and it glides iwiitly 
to the extremity of the area j it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and drawn up 
to the fummit by means of a windlafe. To a perfon unacquainted witit the mochanifm 
of this fmgulgr flrufture, this entertainment would appear tremendous ; but as the 
grooves always keep the carriage iu a due equilibrium, there’ is not the baft danger of 
being overturned. At the top of the flying mountain are handfome apartments for the 
accommodation of the court and principal nobilhy, and there is alfo room for man / 
thoufatid fpeSators within the colonade and upon the roof. Near the flying moun* 
tain * is a {pacious amphitheatre, in which tournaments are ufually exhibited. 

Pcteihqf is feven miles from Oranienbaum, and twenty from the capital : the phlace 
was begun by Peter the Great, and finilhed by Elizabeth. It is feated upon an emi- 
nence, and commands a fuperb view of Croniladt, Peterlburgh, the intervening gulf, 
and the oppofite coaft Of Carclia ; it is magnificehily furniflied, and the fuitc of apai r- 
j icttts is princely. The prefence. chamber is ornamented with the portraits of the fovc- 
rcigns who governed Rufiia fince ifiij. • The moft cnn^icuous is a whole length of 
Catharine the Second, making her triumphant entry into PetCrft»u/gh, the evening of 
the revolution which placed her upon the throne. She U roprefented dreffed in the 
uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in kbr hat, a drawn fword in her hand, 
and mounted on a wliite fteed. < 

.The gardens of Peterhof have beeu celebrated for fade- and elegance ; and from the 
number of jet d*eaus, fountains, bSfons, cafoades, futd parterres, have been compared to 
thofe qf Verfallles. Thcfe gardens, which at the tirtxe 6f their formation, were greatly 

• Hr. Kin;;, in hii EfTtiyon the £CEcif\i of Co)^, ha» defttribefl another kind of !• lying Moutttain, which 
was ereaed aij^J'srarfleoe Zeto t it was taken dowA wlteo 1 law the place. 

admiredi 
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adn4>‘eicl.ui'>^ ooditry^ though |io^ congenial to the tafte of the Emprefs, are* fiiffcred 
to retn^ in thdi^ prefeni ^te } dunng fummer Her Majefty prindpaliy roHdes at 
Tzarik^2do« where the founds afe -dif^fedJn a pohe modem and plcafmg manner. 
I Ihall detain the reader wkh.a defeription of filver dolphins and gilded ftatues, 
wbioh’are fcattered in great profuCion } but 1 c^not oihlt a childifti conceit of two gla- 
diators placed in a bafon of wattjr ^ they are reprefentedi not with the antient weapons, , 
the fword and buckler, but with the more modern inftruments of war, a brace of pidole, 
which they level at each other in hoftilc altitudes, and the water ruflies impetuoufiy from 
the barrels. ■ , _ 

Part of the garden lies between the palace and the gulf, and contains, among other 
buildings, a houfe fituated on the margin of the water, which is worthy of pai ticular ob- 
fert'ation, becaufe it was the favourite retreat of Pcier I. As the houfe and furniture 
have been preferved with religious veneration in their original date, wc can form fome 
idea of the plain and frugal finiplicitv in which that great monardt was accudoined to 
live. This houfe being built foon aner his return from Holland, and fitted up in the 
fade of that country, was'known’by the appellation of 4:hc Dutch houfe : he ufed alfo 
to call it Monplatjfrt the name by which if is now djdinguifhcd. Being fulfieQ: to fe- 
vers, he imagined the fea air * beneficial to his cbnfiitution, and for that reafon caufed 
this fmall houfe to be placed clofe to the Gulf of Finland. It is of brick, of one dory, 
and roofed with iron, the windows reaph from the ground to the top, which, added to 
the length and lowncfs of the building, give it the appearance of a green-houfe. The 
habitable part confids of a hall and fiK fmall rooms, which are furnifhed in the neatell 
and plained manner. The mantle-pieccs arc ornamented wUh curious old porcelain, 
which he greatly prized as being brought into Ruffia when the eommuuication was fird 
opened with China. The bed-room is fmall, whitc-walhed, and the floor covered with 
a coloured fail-cloth. It contains a barrack beddead without curtains, and I obferved 
that the fhects were remarkably fine. The galleries on each fide, and too fniall rooms, 
are hung with pifturesof the Dutch and Flemifh fchpolsj among thefe ^re,feveral por- 
traits of himfelf under the charSifter of 'raader Peter, when he worked at Sardam j and 
one of his favourite midrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 

Being anxious to vifit every remarkable place in the neighbourhood of this city, I 
went to Schluflelburgh’j a fortr^fs often mentioned in the Ruffian hiflory, and cele- 
brated for the number and rank of the date prifoners who have been tliere confined. 

ScUluifelburgh is forty miles from Peterfburgh ; th', road runs th'' whole way by the 
fide of the Neva, which flows With a full dream in a broad and winding Channel ; the 
hanks,^which are deep and high, are dudded with villages, and Country houfes impend- 
ing over the water. The village of Schluffelburgh, which is fituated on each fide of 
the Neva, contains three hundred wooden, houfes, and two thoufand eight hundred 
inhabitants. • • - , 

The fortrefs is built upon a fmall i^nd of the Neva, at the point where it iffiies from 
the lake Ladoga. The breadth of the dr^m is three quarters of a mile, and the current 
remarkably rapid. 

" * *' Lc crar pHt a Rigs And. fort estWqne ic fUvre cliandc. Pour a'eoTemcttre, fl fologes unp huitaitie 

j'MH# d.i»« »m vajffrttu. A fon ncftaurait la fanto. Ptu de jouroe.-* fima le 

rctijircr. So levant* an point dm juurr et driifuAt 4 onssc beUirta du tnafin, tl avail coutilme de faire fom- 
meil apria le rtipa* * , tin Kt ik^ 4 pQi pour eet nfage 4 t ait dri-fiK dans Is frdgatle, ei it v Idlait cn totUAfiufbn . 
MC-nc lorfqu’il fiijouroait «u eji a Peuithoff, I’air dts vaftcs jardina de ce palaUdui fetnblait €t0ii|n. et il 
coUchait » Mtinfltiifir, maifon, dotit klflou det lamer lavent un cute, et doni; Pautre confine at) jrandparc 
de Pciciihoff C'ftaft fa iduaite fatoWte. Il I’evait meublA de trtleanx flatnana peprdientant dta 
(cf no champdtKS it mariiiuiit, pUifantes pout la pl&part.” BalTcvitr, in B. H. M> l^Si p. 339. 

According 
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i\cc<5raing tQ the Ruffian hiftonans, George Banilovitch, Great-Duke of Mofcow, 
duraig an expedition againft Wiburgh in 1324, built a finail fortrels in the mMdle. ot ‘ 
this ifland, which was then call^,* from its oblong (hape, Orehofflci Oftfo^ 'bf Nuiv 
Ifland ; from this appellation the fortrefs took its name of Orekovetch, which was cor- ; 
rupted into Oreftbk. Being b'efieged and taken by Magnus King of Swedtm, 
Swedes tranflated the name into their own language, and called it Nofefaorg. It again ; 
came into the poffeffion of the Ruffians, who retained it until 1614, wh^ Gullayus 
Adolphus forced the garrifon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes encircled the 

wholeifland with a wall and battlements. , 

In *702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of Sweden with a confiderable army, and, 
after feveral ineffcaual attempts againft Noteborg, fent Prince Galitzin, Colonel of tlic 
Guards, at the head of a feleft corps, to take it by ftorm. The troops being landed by 
means of rafts, clofeto the fortifications, .which advance almoft to the edge of the water, 
were expofed to fo dreadful a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the alia ult iraprafticable, 
lent orders for the Ruffians to retire. Galitzin refufed to obey. “ Tell my fovereign,*’ 
-he added, ** that 1 am no longer his fuhje^t ; having thrown myfelf under the protec- 
tioo of a power far fuperior to him.” Then, turning to his troops, he animated them by 
his voice and example, and, leading them to the attack, fcaled the walls, and took the 
fortrefs. Peter, ftruck with this exploit, faid to him, “ Aik what you chufe, except 
Mofcow and Catharine.” The Prince, with a magnanimity which reflefts high honour 
on his charafter, requelled the pardon of his ancient rival Prince Repnin, who had been 
degraded by Peter from the rank of Marlhal to that of a common foldier ; he obtained 
his requeft, the confidence of his fovereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the applaufe ol 
the public*. * 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into Schluffelbur^h, becaufe, from the im- 
portance of the fituation, he conlidered it as the key t of bis conquells. From this pe- 
riod it has^continued in the poffeffion of the Ruffians; but has been chiefly ufed for a 


The ifland,, which lies mid way between the banks of the Neva, is of an oblong ffiape, 
fcarcely more than fix hundred yards in length, and twb hundred and fixty in its greateft 
breadth. . The walls, which Ikirt almoft the whole circumference, are built with ftone 
nnd brick, about fifty feet high, from eleven to twenty thick, and ftrengthened with 
battlements and round towers. We paffed over a dmw.bridge into the fortrefs, which 
we examihede but without being permitted to enter any of the wards where the prifon- 
ers are confined. A range of corridors enclofes a large area, and contains feveral dun- 
geons for the prifoners. We obferved the windows of thefe dungeons clofed with 
brick, leaving towards their top a vacant fpace of a Few inches fquare, wliich admits fo 
little li^ht, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only a kind of twilight gloom. In the 
middle of the area is the governor’s houfe, khd a fmalt woodemcottage, wherein a 
ftate prifoner was confined. Further on we entered through a portcullis into the inte- 
liof fortrefs, built by Gt*orge Danilovitch i it is one hundred and forty feet fquare, 
bpeti at thp, with ftone walls remarkably high. Wkhiiii is the fliell of a brick houle of 
one ftoryj -whiedi reaches from one fide te the o», and 'cont^ns eleveh rooms, each fe- 
venteen feet by twelve. This houfe Was builfby order of P«er III. tvith fuch expedi- 
tion, that it was begun and brought to iM^fent ftate Ift lefs than fix .weeks ; but his 


* I received this imecdotC frero a defeendant of Prliitf Galitzin, and the truth vas confirmed hy many 

BLuffian ®obkmcn. ■ ^ i- L , . , .r, u • 

it Schluffcl ia German fignifics a kcj j and Peter affieCted to give many places a German appellation. 

* ‘ . depofition 
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, de^HtbU 1^ an ItiSbediate ftop to its progrefs. The cbnftmaion of fq large a build- 
ing mfo?fe^ure a place, and in fpace of time, has always been deemed a 

myftery ; ihit tbere is great reafon to fuppofe that he Mtended it for his confoit, whom 
he determined to divorce and imprifon. A few weeks before his depofition, Peter vi- 
fited Schluffelburgh, and faw Ivan ; he examined this- houfe with great attention, and 
feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the workmen • 

Several ftate prifoners of high rank have been confined in this fortrefs ; among the 
mofl: remarkable are Maria t> filler, and Eudocia|, firft wife of Peter the Great, who 
was here imprifoned in one of the mod gloomy cells. Count Piper, minifter to Charles 
XIL who was taken at the battle of Puitava, died here after a lingering captivity. Biren 
Duke of Courlandj and Regent of Ruflia, here exchanged the pomp Of palaces for a 
loathfome dungeon, and the ill-fated Ivan, after an impriibnment of twenty-three years,, 
fuflered an untimely death §. ‘ 

'‘i'hefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the dreadful gloom, dead filence, and awful: 
appearance of a few folitary centinels, communicated fuch an impreflioh as will not ea- 
fily be obliterated ; and even at this dillance of time and place, I fhudder at the recoi- 
letlion of a Ruffian ftate-prifon. 

* Bufcliing fuppofe s that P<tcv cmiftru^ted a bniife for Princr Ivan in the fortrefe of SchlufTeibuigh* 
ThixS can n^au no otbtr houfe than that dticrilnd in the text, which 1 am convinced was deiigned for the 
Emprefs; luit Bufcliing probiibly did not knoV that Ivan was removed to Kexholtn the beginning of 
June. Bufehing, vo). vi. p. 531 . 

Sec* the account of Piince Ivan in book v. chap ii in the next volume. Several authors w»ho have writ- 
ten fince the dci'.tli of the Emprefs, have advanced the fame opinion, though without the fmalltst founda* 
tK)n. In fucli mylUrioui tvanfaftions as thefe, difference of opinion muft occur. 

t Man’a was imprifoned on fufpicion of being concerned with Alexey, was again releafed, and died at 
^ Peterfburgh in 17 2;^. 

t Eudociawnb cfpoufed in 16S9 toPeter the <8 rcat. and was delivered of Alexey in 1690. Hcroppofition to 
Peter’s plans of rtronnalion, and Tcmonftrances againll his inconp'nencc, occaiioned her divorce, which took 
place in 1 6^6 ; when /he was compelkd to alluinc the veil, and confined in a convent at Sufdal. During her 
lefidcnce in that convent, fitc is reported to have ^jprmtd a connet^ion with General Glebof, and even to have 
entered into a contraifl of marriage by exchanging tings. Encouraged by the predidions of the Archbilhop 
of Roftof, who, from a dream, aniiounced to her the death of Peter, and her immediate return to court, 
under the reign of her fon Alexey, fhc re-afl'umed, it was faid, her fecular drefs, and was publicly prayed for 
in the church of the convent under the name of the EmprtTs Eudocia. Being conveyed to Mofeow in 1718, 
and examined, fhe waiii, b y order of her inhuman Kufbahd, fcourged by two nuns, and imprifoned in a fmali 
cell in the convent of New Ladoga, wivhout being fufifered to fee any one hut the perfons who brought her 
food, which flie dreffed herLlf, From thence (he was removed to ihc fortrefs of Schluffeiburgh. Being 
rtleafed on the acceffion of her grandfpn Peter JIL flic repaired to Mofeow, was prefent at Rii coronation, 
as well as that of the Emprefs Anne, and expired in the bevitche: nunneryi wliere flic held her court, in 
17 n, in the 59th year of her age 11/ . 

This Prtneeft, though certainly a weak w^oman, perhaps was not fo guilty as flte was reprefented by Peter. 
Mrs, Vigor, who faw and ebnverffd with her at Mofcow in 173 1» alTurcs us, that Gicbof underwent 
fuch repeated tortures, as it was thought no cr^tute could have borne, with great conilancy, perfiiling in 
his own and her iniiudeiu^e during his torments. At iaft the Tzar himfcif came to him, and offered him 
pardon if he would coufefs. lAt fpit in the Tzaras face, aiid told him, he flioiild difdain to (peak to him, 
but he thought himfcif obliged to ckair his miftvefs, who was as vii tuous a woman al any in the world, 

Letters from a Lady in Ruflra; p, 44, 46/ ^ Alfo Voltaire, Schmidt, dee. 

^ For an. account of his death fee book y. chap* & ^ 

If ^hfui^tv Qeiu 
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CliAr* Vill . — Qifume Service in the SchvoniciH imdGrcek'i'pngm'i. 

Mjlvip cf, hf()fci’U}.-^Bklii}v;:_ of the. iVi:tcr.f.— Public Feafi giv£fi 
, f<rriptiior, ctf .i^e^apvur _ 

'llIE readier in the chaptei*j w’’' i -. v!: vtii?; vario.'.s ceremciniv-£i Rnd national 

cuftomy, which will tullow each other in an uiiconn> ' ed doiai!, but which were too cu- 
rious to be’ emitted. . 

During our . ftay at Petcrlhurgh, one ,umhiy.nJo; ning, at nine o’clock, We, in com- 
pany with Sir James Harris, had the honour of attenning Prince Potemkin to theArch- 
bifhop of Mofeoty, in order to be preferit at a ScL. onlan and Greek fervice. This 
learned Preiat«f, ;\whQfe name is Plato, received us with greut politenefsj .and, at the clofc 
of a ihort copverfation, conduced us into the church. On his entrance the choriflere 
began a Ihort hymn *, •which, they finiiaed as he approache- the fhrine ; having then 
faid a (horTpray^, he placed himlelf upon a railed, feat in the middle of the church f i 
and taking off his inandyaSj’ or common garment,, the attendant prieds kiif i his hand, 
while they delivered to him fhti different parts of the coft! pc .ka! - cllinent which, 
in receiving, he raifed to his lips cfore iv invefeU n.mf '< wi* ' the Te aifo 
placed on his head a crown^^richly ornaiuenteu with pearls and prec .silwa... We 
were mformedf that tliis drefe is fimiki to imperial roue, formerly worn by > Orcc k 
Emperors of Coniuntmopic wh.ch the; .rimi cd efupron.. giitarK .)friie hun h 
to pot on tRt the time of fervice j • and the ' attire Hal commues to di{ti’'';:tuilh itu: 
hiei^rchy- df the: Greek church M in Ruflid from the lower ordei 'j. 

The -Archbi|iop beihg robed, repaired to the Ihrine wifliin the great folding-doors, 
and .foon afterwards began the celebratioti of divine worjfhip. Part of the fervice was 
perfoimMik^ tongue by the differeisi nriefts, and part by the archbilhpp 

in the GrfeeKIlahguage, whiclijhe pronounced ^accoiding to the accent of the modern 
Gre ..s..; bi conformity, to the rules of the church, no organ, or any other mufical in- 
Itrunuht, was introc aced ; but the vocal harmony, which coiifilled in hymns, was ex- 
reodingly pleafing. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no lefs effential parts of their 
worfliip than among the Rnuiau Catholics. 

Towards the cpnclufion of^ the prayers; the archbiOiop and clergy retired into the 
(hrine, to receive the coiumupion. 'Lbe folding-doors were immediately* ftiut, and none 
o/ the laity § at that rime partook of this rite j but we, as ftrangers, were allowed to 
vW what paffed through a fide door^that was left open^lpr that purpo(e. The commu- 
mcajptafioofi fiufihg the’ ceremony ; and the ikinc was, ’according to ufiial cuftom, 
mbted with warm water} the bread, winch was cut into fmall’ineces, was put ipto the 
wine } and thp elernepta'of both kmda were ^vea at the lame a fppon. 

The whole fervice lah:^! about an, hour. The having pronounced the 

fihl4 l>|»fi«di^on, ^ain featedihia^elf ih i^e middle eff tw ^tch, mvefi;^ bimfe|f of 
hjb pemdfietd j»hd,clotae4 bhnfelf, in his commiia iwbe. Weithen followed 


! . hp: the- - ' 


* '■ Tlic Ibnl tke tifmi of.the ITan the iiuie.* T&lm 

'4* ^ * 

4* mheBtiliDlMiloiieiiSvt tbe&rivikcK'flf the iilu«<v>ii . rlu>«nm<noa 



him 



made pijr 

3^rati(J our dcparlurc fyuHi the tn^ppbHs». vft h ppporturiity of being prefeat 

at’aoflfmier rt!i''ioHs rte of aimpre puW^ of the Waters j which 

’waa'peHl rtheil ou tii| j6ih of C. S. Jaliuafy iyth,^ S. though not with 

its ahdent jM^np This ceremony gfeil to be held upbn^the Neva ; on 

!^hjcH hccafi()u the attended ^ upon liic icb^ and ah the begiptents of 

'giiards y^erb drawn pu t la great folemniiy. Its pomp, though {iUl fplpndidi' jaiipvy much 

.. , . , - - .... .. 


2en 


. . ^ .. , tufacepF'a^.fmai.l ;cattal,: .■be;weea..thje;admi^ 

tTciled ano^iagnri payinph of >ybod| p^ and'ptnapteftt^i^^ 

it was open at the lides, and cipwned 
top was the figure of St. John with. thp.prbfa^aod fpur^|!!^^^^ 

racles of our Saviour j ta Pbly^Spifit,; under thJ,em- 

blera of a ciove, was fulb^hde|j^ 4 S .ufual in" churdhes. 

The fioor of tliwedifice vv.5s •^rpf'tPdj excepting a fquare'yicattcy the mididie, in which 
an opr.'i.Tg vvv* -vu in tleice, and a ladder let d..)uu ipba^he watery; waS 

encioied In- pumladoes, julorncd with boughsdf Pf, and Ihpjinterntl^te fpaefi di 
vert- ’ v.;:'i carpets. From one of the windows of the a o^fcalfuidmg^ 

' ;iat \;i!tcd with red ciothi w'hicb roac..ed to ;.Uc e3£t?;erohj'bf thh'_can^ili?;f;^ 

At t h <■' t ime jipoin ted , the Enlprefs, appear et' at ' thp^'^iqdbvy, of r the 
Archbifliop, w'ho was to perform the beijiedidioh, 

■ .ceffion along' the fcafFolding into^ the qftagor round^htt-lh-:^^f|iwlisff 
of each regiment quartered at PererP'-irgh,. pfdiii^ i^w 


ruw^u in. pcifiguii T, oranfi. wiin eagprneis watei 

On the 6th of Pecember yre^ere yvitnefs to a very lingular cjrtt^rtaitij^nt- gitjim to * 

ii» rtiSKlil* Kti' fli ttiiTVft IWrl ' '•& J< 9 «i<va Irnaf iiT>o Kv ^ ettiM.nrv'^ £ni-(** 
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of an immenftii whale m pall;et>oard» coTRted wtth'4o);h,4i^^<^d Vih#» j 

filLd in the infidef wiiJi bread, dried dih^ and othor ' \t, ** *» 

All forts of games and dtverfion# wdi^e exhibited i<» i^e Rmttftftffent of the fxab))!^. 
At the extremity of the groupds was a lar^^e fqdare of ke 'Well fwept.fbr thelcaithm j 
near which Were .two machines like the fwihging vehicles at Bartholomew Fah'.’ Ooe 
of thefe machines confifted of two crols-beams fixed horizontally to a pole ift%e centre 
by mcane of a pivot ; from the ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which the peo- 
ple feated themfelves, and were turned round with gieat velocity ; the other Had four 
Wooden horfibsfufpcndcd from the beams, and the riders were whirled round in the tike 
manner as their rivals in the fledges. Beyond thefe were two ice-hills, fimilar to thofe 
wliich I have deferibed on a former occafion f, and for the fame diverfion. Two poles, 

, above twenty-feet in height, were alfo erefiUd, with colours flying ; and at the top of 
each were placed a piece of money, as a pri^e for thofe who could fwarm up and feize it. 
U he poles, being rubbed with oil, foou froze in this fevere climate j many and tediou, 
were the attempts of the various competitors in tbi? flippery afeent to fame. The feene 
was lively and gay i for above forjty thoufand perfbns 6 t both fexes Were affembled on the 
occafion. ^ , 

Having thus far fatisfied our curiofity, we found our way, not without great difficulty, 
through the ciowd to a pavilion in the garden; whore the mailer of the fcall and le- 
\eraj of the nobility were affembled, and were icgaled with a cold coIlai.on, and various 
forts of wine. 

It was preconcerted that on firing a locktt, the people were to drink a glafs of fpi- 
rituotts hquor, andj on the difcfaarge of a Ittond, to begin the repaft. Bui the impa- 
tience of the populace anticipated the neceffity of the feepnd fignai ; and the whole 
multitude was fooa and at once in motion. The whale was the chief objea of conten- 
tion } within tbp fpace of a few minutes he was entirely divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefsful invaders. They had no fooncr flead off his 
drapery, and fecured the fragments of rich brocade, than they rent him into a thoufand 
pieces, to feize the provifions with which his infide was ftored. The remaining people, 
who were too numerous to be all eng^ed in contending about the whale, were em- 
ployed in uneovering the pent-houfes, and polling down the pyramids; in conveying 
with one hand provender to their mouths, and with the other to their pockets. >tOthere 
crowded round the calks and hoglheads ; and with great wooden ladles lapped incef- 
fantly wme,' beer, and fpirits. 1 he coufufion and riot, whi«h foon fuccceded, is better 
conceived than deferibed ; and we thought it expedient to retire. The evening was 
dofed with a fuperb illumination of the gardens, and iriagnificent fire-wqrks. 

^ut tbe confequences of this feaft were indeed dreadful. The cold had fuddcniy in- 
oreafedwith fuch violence, that Fahrenheit's Jhermometer, which at mid-day flood only 
4, funk towards the clofc of the evening to 1 5 below freezing point. Many intoxicated 
perfons virere frozen to death : not a few fell a facrifice m drunken quarrels ; and others 
were robbpd and murdered m the more retired parts of the city, as they were returning 
late to their |iomes. From a comparifon of the various reports, we had reafon to 
coficlude, ^ af foaft fobs hundred perfons loft thdir lives unon this melancholy 
occafion t, 

* See 'ol ii. liaok lx. chap. > 

i The foHtfwiiif day I copied myfelf w left thaa forty txiilift; celliefted m two Acdi aeat the place of 
eotertai&ment. 

’ fo Th« 
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AS 

(! liaVftJbedii dcih^ibcd by Svery traveller who has glvfen to the public 

4Qy Mis^tj«lib ^ icountiy^^ ni^ad of |»nfcrib|ag •from the accounts' of otWs, I 
fiiaU what M under myown-lnttmediatenotiee, ' ^ 

In t^eof the iSlnlBaa villages we entered a bathing'honret and examined it with as 
much att^ttjkth at f^e extreme heat wputd permit* It was a wooden building of one 
_ rdom» with findl windows like thofoitf the common cottages. Within an old woman 
' was employed in preparing; the bath $ and as the violent fmokc and heat rendered it 
fcarcely po0ible for us to &yin the room (of thefpace of a tninute, we took our dation 
at the door, and obferved the procefs, She4rft made a fite undo* an arch of large gra* 
nite Hones four feet in haght f and when they were fulEciently heated, ihe fpriukled 
them it different intervals wnh watefi which flew off in vapour. She then took from 
the flro, by means of two fltdis, feveral fmall red>hot pebbles, and put them into pails 
and troughs of water, which acquired different degrees of warmth. In half an hour 
th{ee men entered the hath } and, tddng off their clothes, remained within, while the 
old woman condnued to throw water upon the ari* of ftottes, which heated the room 
to a prodigious degree. They, then lay down upon a fort of table, and having Ia.hered ‘ 
their bodies with ibap, (he rubbed them lightly with a bundle of twigs in full foliage. 
On account of the exceffive heat,*wo were driveh from thf door $ and foon afterwards 
the men, their bodies fuffufed with a deep crimfpir from the effects of the vapour, ruflied 
out, plunged thcmfelves into the river, lind re.entesed the bath. 

Another bath which we entered near the convent of Yurief at Novogorod, being 
larger and more commodious, vre w^''^le to reinain fonie time fpe^torsof the whole 
.procofs. U Was a lai'ge wooden building, containing, like that ju» defenbed, only one 
‘Iwom, and was provided with ranges of broad benches, plaf^ like fteps one abpve the 
other, almoft to the height of the ceilhig. Within were about twenty perfonrf undrefled; 
fomc were lying Upon the benches ; fome were fitting $ others ftanding ; fome were 
waihing their bodies with foap $ others rubbing themfdves with fmall branches of oak« 
leaves tied together like a rod t fome were pouring hot water upon their beads, others 
cold water ; a few, almoff^ exhaufted by tlie heat, were {landing in the open air, or re« 
peatediy plunging into the Volkof*. < , 

I {ball add on this fllbjs^ th^ following account commo^iedtod to kte Engliih 
goitleman at IPpioriburgb, who '' was ordn-ed to bathe for Itis health. batmng- 

room was fmalPand low, and‘tonfdined a heap of large ftonus piled over a fire, and two 
broad benches, ond near tho grounds ^nd the other near thocriling. buckets of 

water being occaflonaliythtywn the heated ffofo, flllcd tOOm it%ot and 
fuffocating vapour i which; fii*omlts tendency h aibend, vendCma f be dpper part much 

„ *< Twy^Ikn aw too apt itot le dfltingoHih liltWj^en of eenmov people aa4 thdireof die 

noblea i often imi ntlng to the tatter i|vhat U t»uo only of t^forweri SThe Abbe do CljiBMj^ ip pje acf^ou^c 
of hi» Jopmgr though hot in mpay nifiao^i bwu auucy of ih«f abfundiw t Tt*d*r •» tad 

to concNde froM^ hu narratUv, that the nDhlw*b|[^ prOmif^iiflv in pontre )^e the aomittop petipkt that 
thtf fire «t[WtU)r nddt^taii to 'hpirHuoae liqhora t te)! they ate a« rude iiM^iietagant in then' eitwri^'. 
nici^e^fitd br^vj^r f Alta fcyjr rfwr&> of taMw u tlw ftdl. TIta author isf the Antidote to hii XtS^ 
,,veta hrt not hdlM, with a glcw of nattata*! pntHotifm,' td Janfure fuclt iodifedtnioate accoonw. In, no 
'fnftanee hw the Abtta hew* WordetTonewiiaffhnn in hit defciibttoa of the batna. After n ludicroua n^ttoa 
«r them, italtddt, IsAfcare in oft all oret Rofli< » evtry inhabitant oiW||ii# -eall Wna w Mhd# 

from the Sovereigit to the meiiMtA HuWA. bathes twice a week, and lO the fame mannef . Evei y moiV ido^ 
even of thfi fnttileil formpe, faae a .j^tafUe bath ih hta own iMofe, in whiob the fatlaer, mothori^ad^ ehu,. 
tdwn hinteomet bathe all togeduy^** Anri agbtn, <* of lh» rich difier only from thoAt Mwepoor 

people ia liltintf »!«»>« |k»b iudb Ihamefnl «5frept3feiitStidw feiroely deferre to be ncoilciitaJ, were 

sun, to CDi|>ofe Uicif faulty. 
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Xt * 

the Swedes by Peter ihc Great, and confirmed to the Rufliatts by the peace of Ryftjtdt^ 
iniyai. ^ ‘ ’ 

, The roformation was firfi intmduced into Livonia and Efthonia in >522, ahd/oon em. 
braced by all ranks of people. The Lutheran religion is the moft prevalent } bur allother 
fefts are tolerated. 

Narva and its fuburbs, according to a geographical divifion, are fituated partly in In» 
gna, and partly in Efthonia, as the river Narova divides thofe two provinces ; but, 
in the divifiou of governments eftablilhed by the Emprefs, is comprifedin Ingria, or the 
govjrnmcnt of St. Peterfburgh. ■ * 

Narva Hands on the Narova, near one hundred miles from Peterfburgh, twPhiy*four 
front the point where that river iffues from the lake, and eight miles from its mouth, 
where it falls into the Gulf of Finland. The bonfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, 
and it has more the appearance of a German than of a Ruffian town, in the fuburbs, 
called Ivan^orod, the culofial remains of an ancient fortrefs, built by Ivan Vaffilicvitch 
the Great, impend in a pi£furefqoe manner over the fteep banks of the Narova.' 

1 he principal exports are hemp, flax, timber, and com } the imports, fall, tobacco, 
vine, faited herrings, fpices, tea, fugar, and other grocery wares. 

1 did not omit vifiting the two falls of the river Narova, which have been pompoully 
deferibed by feveral travellers, but appear trifling and uninterefting 10 thofc wh > have 
feen the fall of the Rhine at Schaffhaufen, of the Dahl, near Gefle, in Sweden, and the 
ftupendous cataraCifs of Trolhastia. The breadth of the river is two hundred feet, and 
the perpendicular; height of the falls, fcarcely exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky 
banks of the river, its rapid and turbid ftream, and a rocky ifland which feparatps the 
two falls, form a rugged and piQ:urefque fccne,much heightened by the foam and roar- 
ing of the cataratf. 

^ Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the viaory which Charles the Twelfth, in the 
nineteenth year of his age, gamed^ver the Ruffian army ( 1 700). Authors prone to 
exaggeration, and willing to renoer more marvellous the exploits of the Swedifh hero, 
have diminifhcd his army to three thoufand, and incrcafed the Ruffians to one hunured 
thoufand. 1 he fad feems to be, that Charles headed, on that memorable day, at leafl 
nine thoufand men, and the Ruffians did not exceed thiwy-tw® thoufand *. And it is 
no wonder that the veteran troops of Sweden, led 91I by their undaunted monarch, 
fbould triumph over a raw unffifciplined army, commanded by generals at variince 
with each "other. Six thoufand Ruffians, including thofe drowned in attchipting to 
io this engagement j but the confequenoes wcTe ftill more fatal to 
the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was loft, anefthe greater part of theinfaiitiy 
fuivendercd lo^ the conqueror. The number ofprifoners waa fo great, that fhd officers 
Were only detained •, , the reft were driven, like a flock of fhcep, to the diftance of a league 
ftoia Narva, and difmiffed. ^ 

Prter the Great, not difpirited with this lofs, exclaimed, ** I expelled that the Swedes 
would beat *ny troops •, but in time tluy will teach us to conquer fhem/* Nor was 
predi^on Ipng before it was vmfiea. In Icfs than five years the defeat at 
Narva, he revenged the diffionour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking the 
town by affaiilt and gave a fingula^ proof of his humanity. He traverfed the ftrects 
on hoifeback, with bis drawn fword in his hand, reftraitted bis troops frdm |Mllage,kiiled 
two who refufed to defift, placed guards at the doors of the princij^l bpt^ before 

• pc? L'£verqae*» Hilb de Ruflie, vol. w. p. 
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life chtiroh^Sy' sejsiifed to the Hotel de Ville, where the magiftrates and citizens had 
' t|tkcR refugee and throwing his fword upion the table, 'exclaimed ; It is not ftained 
wit|i the blood of the njJtives, but with that of my own foldicrs, whom I killed in ordep 
ti) favtf^ur lives V* 

Do%>t, one hunditd and fevehty-foaJTfVerfts, or one hundred and fixteen miles, from 
Narva, bears evident marks of yhe dreadful’ devaftation which it fuffored in the wars 
between the SveedeS and Ruffians in the beginning of this century j and particularly in 
the ruins of the cathedral," which:* form a piSiurcfque objeft on an adjacent hill. In 
addition to ihefe devaAations, the town fuffered a few years ago from a violent confla- 
gration ; but is now rebuilding, and will rife more beautiful from itsiuins, as the Em- 
prefs has contributed with her ufual munificence. A woodei\ bridge over the Erapac 
was likewife burnt down, but has been fupplied by a magnificent ftone bridge, on which 
1 icmaiked this arrogant infeription : 

t Sifte impetus hie flumen, 

Catharina IE jubet ; 

Cujus munificentia base moles 
In publicum commodum 
Extru£ta, |4voniaque primo 
Lapideo ponte adornata. 

1783. 

'V * 

In purfuing our route from Nam to Dorpt, wd*coafied the lake Peipus, a large but 
uninterefting piece of water, the banks flat, and the environs mofUy fandy, 

Dorpt (lands in the moll fertile part of Livonia, called, from the abundance of grain, 
the Granary of the North j and this fertile diftrift continued till wc came within a few 
milts of Riga, which is invcftcjl, as "^raxall juJftfy obferves, “ on every fide with deep 
barren lands. Its fituation in lb barren a fpot was chofen by commerce, the genius of 
which Hill protc&s and enriches it 

Riga, the capital of Livonia, contains witl^in the fortifications nine thoufand iphabi* 
tants, and in the fuburbs fifteen thoufand, exclufive of a garrifon of one thoufand fol- 
diers §• It derives ks confequence from its fituation on the Duna, a river which, being 
navigable from the frontiers of the government of Pclotfk, brings the produdions of 
the north eailqm parts of Poland, aAd the wellem provinces of Ruffia, and is fufficiently 
deep to receive olofe to its walls. Hups of burthen, wluch iail to and from thb Baltic. 

'Next to Su Beteriburgh k is the mod commerebi townfn the Ruffian empire. The 
trade is cluefly carried on by foreign merchants, who are refident in the town. The 
Engliffi bflory enjoy thegreated mare of* the commerce, and live in a hofpitable and 
fplendid mannen The principal exports are com, hemp, flax, iron, timber, mads, 

’ " the knurls, fait, cloth, filks, wine, grocery, pot-aih, and failed 

is peculiarly beneficial to the tqwn : the busghers of Riga fend per** 
fons, who are called nbd-brokers, into the Ruffian provinces, to mark the trees, which 

• L’Evefqne, )(iu’aoin 

f Hen, D river, ilop your inipetuous courfe, (|!athsrine the fecond commands t by whole musificeDec < 
thpl mound was rmsd, and LWonm ach»ncd with this firft ftone bridge. 

$ WiwuU’s Northern ToUr, p, >■ • 

$ According to H^m, ip the town and ftilbBrbi, fooitMa tboafimd tW9 hundred and eighty males, and 
thirteen thdriand ftve bnab«d (pid fihteen females. 

are 


leainear, tauow; 

*.• ' «! 

The maft trade 





'kretp^rehAfea;;ibHi|ng/ ■' 


|)er, -atfte ftht to a jj! 

fh AVI 



afl^e 'life*/ . Mfe 1« iriiati ve. jof Irdai^^^nd the bednuiing of • thig century. 

Being a Roman cath^lic^ he sdAipe|i^'’iid feek his la for^^ eburts^ ^which 

he would' '^i^ngl;^^a^ dedicated itb hhl.®w|f - feni^^dthdiSuurian^^^ 

■into the 'Rajm^fer.^ce. ‘ '^a the canijpiMEliti^i^;^'‘atf^^ he llWved 'uidiBrjCoiant 
Murticb a^oft the Turk^i^d diffihgiiujhd^^&rftf^^ tbdfieg¥ 

rta'wty:,tQ P«:t^feufs:!i/- ' >■ ■■;■,- ■ 

f or h>ii>f>?i%€tk,'Psigl>i'|i^ 9 i>jEM hemp. 

It IB ^^natiyc of Sn^tb&^jft,%cii oo Jhe aoAJft 'cjhfi^y. i be- 

• WawB, 1?ankfl of tfcig; 

ihoots,.; which st»e taten by or TuFy ; afid tn ifttod foiVlhooU 

fw>m; tA; 

Jt is :p<^rnil:a1>r^4 iy rawwibgj*t!;T!fe'<w^^ m^e^hii^}HV3l^diefr^ tHcNfe 

.twiMeu from .lie' 
in the. woiii 
Amhian^ff ; 

Jripr^if>’U 

. Flora' Rn'ffi - .' ^ -.pf .. ■ .-i. ' ’■■■ 

The comii^ 

<^es| vtixk c6ida-Tor 
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atid ttansferr^ to four differs&t maftcrs. At one time he was tround back to 
back Vkh anoth^ prifoner for dgbt'akd forty hours, and expofed almoft naked at the 
vaiicsis places where flares are brought for (ale.* He then bore the rank of colonel in 
the Ruffian iwvice, but to leden the price of bis ranfom, aflcried tlu; he was only •rf' 
cap)ain« Being accidentally met by a gentleman, to whdm he wits pv ifunally known, 
he lent an account of his lituation to the French Ambadddur, who found means to pur- 
chafe him 'for 300 ducats. But his Tnrkilh mafter difeovering his rank, iccUimed his 
prifoner, and threatened to recover him by force. The French Ambaffador, however, 
applied to the Grand* Vizir, who decided in his favour: C.ount Brown recovered his 
liberty, and returned to Ruffia, in which fervice he was gradually promoted, and has 
been lately appointed governor of Riga, a place of the greateft truft. 

Over the Duna, kt Riga, is a floating wooden bridge, forty feet in breadth, and two 
thoufand fix hundred in length. A row of piles extends from one lliore to the other ; 
each pile is from tw'cnty-five to forty feet long, according to the depth of the river, and 
appears about four feet above- the leircl of the wata:. To thefc piles the parts of the 
bridge are loofely faftened, by means of ittm chains fixed to tlie'tranfvejrfe beams. The 
bridge rifes and falls with the river, and Wder the wheels of heavy laden carnages, 
plays as if actuated by a fpring. It is the fafhionable walk, and is an agreeable bufy 
Iccne, when crowded with people, and lined on each fide with Ihips taking in or^unload- 
ing their cargoes. In the beginning of winter^ when the £ro(t fets in, the bridge is re« 
moved ; the piles remaining in the water are forced up by the ice, and conveyed to 
land, and the whole is ajgain laid down in fpring. 

The importance of the trade of Riga will appear from the following tables : 


Number of Vcflel# which ai rived at Riga 
and 178^* 

1782 

Veffcis which arrived and failed from Riga in 1784 $ 
fpccifylrtg thofe which wintered there* 



1781. 

1783. 


Wintered* 

Arrived^ 

Departed 

Danfihy 


135 


nanifli, - 


160 


Freochy - 



8 

French, 

«... 

10 


Fiom St. Pctcrfturgb, 

m 

43 

38 

From StfPcteriburgh, 

14 

3* 


Engliih^ 



aoo 

Englilh, 

3 

*75 

■M 

Dutch» 


tZ 2 

Fortuguefe, 


4 

M 

Swedifhy 


298 

422 

PrulTian, 

X 

77 

imm 

PruHiany • 


J 53 


Swedilh, 

4 

,8*1 

■W 

From Oftendg - 

m 


66 

Dutch, 


170 

170 

Portuguefe, * 

♦ 

m 


7 

From Oilend, 

Genoa, 


^3 

31 

American, 

m 

K9 

1 


1 

X 

From Bremen, 

# 

iC 

34 

Hamburgh, 

— 

12 

12 

DantziC, 

m 

s 

to 

tubee, 

4 


27 

Lubeci 

m 

29 

48 

Bremen, 

1 


24 

Roftocy • 

m 

*3 

I 3 

JOantzic, 

— 

3 

3 

Hamburgh) « 

m 

5 

s 

Roftoc, 


Ji 

XI 

Peffiau, ^ 

4 a 

4 

0 

Pernauand Revel 


4 

4 

From Riga, • 


30 

38 

Riga, - ! 

*5 

_J0 

20 

Total, 

*• 

961 

'.*54 

i Total, 1 

|Q| 

r,oSs ' 

1 , 077 , 
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Va}ue of the Cargoes of the Vejels which failed from Riga in *784. 

r ; Roiihles, Cdpecii^ 

For Denmark, ^ - - - 735 il .15 78 

France, • - - - - 270,886 63 ■— 

The bominions of the Emperor, - 51,209 

England, - -- • - “ 1,488,284 58 — 

Spain, - . - 383,84'5 ^ — 

Portugal, - - ... 302,213 93 — 

Pruffia, - - . - . 64,775 75 — 

Sweden, - • - . - « 1,182,907 79 — 

Holland, - - - ’ t> 470 i 32 o 93 •— 

Italy, ■- - - - - *35*097 « — 

Hamburgh and Bremen, - - 209,840 7 

The Baltic, • - ' . ** *92*767 39 — 

Total of Exports, ^ - - 6,392,422 44 — 

Value of the Imports* - - 1,422,717 ,,87 12 


Excefs of Exports, •' • 4,969,704 56 12 


i' ^ Coin Imported. 

Value in Roubles, 

Ducats 448,739, - - . - - 1,207,741 10 

New rix dollars 1,780,744! , . - 2,36(1,389 85! 

Old rix-dollars 138,976! • • - • 1,182,058 84! 

Sum total of Coin imported, - 4,758,189 795 


Chap» H.-^Mittau.-^ Duchy of Courland.--‘HiJiory.—'SuccfJion,~— Anecdotes of Ernejl 
John Biron.--ConJiitution.'^Feodal Dependance on Poland.— ^Prerogatives of the Duke.— 
Diet, — Fables. — Religion,— Language. — Memnel. — Journey to Koning/burgh,— Sketch 
ef the Jiifiory of Pruffta. - 

QUITTING Riga we croffed the Duna, palTed through a flat fandy country, thinly 
kihabited, to the Ruffian frontiers, about fixteen Englilh miles diflant from Riga, and 
entered the £)uchy of Coiirland. Our baggage was ftiidly fearched by a Ruffian cuf* 
tom^houfe officer, who even opened our portfolios, and' examined the fmalleft pieces of 

g aper. This ftrid fearch is made to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruffian money ; 
dt conflderhig the debafed Rate of the coinage, is an ufelefs precaution. 

Mittau, which ffiands in the midfl: ojfa fertile and agreeable country, is a long town, 
containing a mixture of tnick boufes ftuccoed white, and wooden buildings. The pa> 
lace *, bttut by the late Duke, is a great* pile of buildings, with a large and handforoe fuite 
of apartments, but almoR totally unfumifhed. Its magnincoice and ' extent almoR 

* -Great part of this pahee Was demoliihed by the late Emperor Paul. It has beta lately diftitiguiihcd 
Mthc'^niporary refidence of Louis XVlIl. . 

3 ittftifie# 



COXE’s travels in RUSSIA. . 715 

the,,:witticifmr;Pf a traveller, who eflitnatlng the country not from its fizev but from its 
trivial, cohfequence in the fcale of the north, affirmed that the palace was larger than 
the dukedom. The academy, inftituted by the J)refent Duke at a confiderable expence, 

, contained, in May I;685, eight profelTors, and only twenty ftudents. ^ 

The duchy of Courland and Semigallia is bounded on the? north by the Baltic, on the 
eafl: by Livonia, and by Poland on the fouth and weft. It ftretches in length two hun- 
dred and miles, and the average' breadth may be eftimated at forty, 

Gothard Kctler, grand^after of the Livonian knights, having ceded Livonia to Po- 
land, at Wilna, received, in 1561, the inveftiture of Courland and Semigallia, as an he- 
reditary fief of the, crown of Poland. Dying in 1587, he was fucceeded by his fon 
Fredeiip ; and in 15891^ it was enafted by the diet of Poland > that, on the extitiflipnof 
the heirs male of the line of Ketler, the duchies of Courland and Semigallia ihould be 
united to Poland, 

Frederick William, Duke of Courland, dying in 1711, without iffue, the right of fuc- 
ceffion devolved on his great uncle Ferdinand, the only furviving branch of the Ketler 
line } but Peter the G-reat took pofleffion of Mittau and great part of,Courland, under 
pretence of fecuring the dowry for his niece Anne, widow of Frederick William. Fer- 
dinand, who whs abfent, and at variance wkh his nobility, was unable to enforce his 
right, .and Courland, during feveral years, was governed by the Ruffian court, under 
the name of the Duchefs Anne. The country was in a ftate of civil confufton, and 
feveral inefl'eclual attempts were made to raife, firft, a Prince of the houfe of Saxony, 
and afterwards Frederick William, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal throne. 

At length, in 1726, the infirmities and abfence of Ferdinand aiforded a pretext ; a 
party of nobles determined to appoint a fucceffor, and Auguftus the Second, King of 
Poland, fecretly influenced the diet to nominate his natural fon Maurice, afterwards well 
known under the title of Marlhal Saxe. This appointment was cohtefted by the repub- 
lic of Poland, and by Catharine Emprefs of Ruffia. 

The Polilh diet, which affembled at Grodno, denied the right of the nobles to appoint 
a duke, declared that duchy a vacant fief belonging to the republic, annulled the elec- 
tion of the Count of Saxe, and propofed, on the death of Ferdinand, to incorporate the 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia with the crown, according to the edidl in « 5S9. 

Catharine the Firft, confidering Courland almoft as a province of the Ruffian empire, 
equally oppofed the eleflion of Maurice, and the incorporation of Courland ; and Prince 
Mtmtchikof; who on her death afpired to the ducal throne, difpatched a carps of Ruffian 
troops to Mittau, and drove Maurice froim Courland. The fall of Meutchikof pre- 
vented his nomination ; hiit the Ruffians, under Peter the Second, and Anpe, maintained 
their influence in Courland, and proniil^d to fupportthv ftates in their right to ele£t a 

Sovereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand. , 

The death of Auguftus the Second annihilated the hopes of Maurice ; and on the 
demife of Ferdinand in 1737, the Einprefe Anne forced the ftates to nominate her 
favourite Biron,‘ and fuppon^d his eledion in oppofirion to the claims and reinonftrances 
of Poland. At length, deputies from the Eitiprels and the new Duke on one fide, and 
from the King and the re|)ublic of Poland on t^e other, arranged the convention ^lli^ 

• or Afts of Vafltalage^ whicM regulated the conftitutidn of 

Bctording to former afls- of vaflalage, and eftablifhed the fucceffion in the male line qf 
Bin n. in i7,'5q, CKancellor of Courland did hoinage in the name of the Ddfee to 
AuguftviK the Third. ISut, in I743» Biron being arrefted and imprifoned, the ftates 
declared ttie diical throne vacant, and elefled, at the recommendation of the regent 
Anne, Louis,triieft, Pru)ce df Brunfwick> and brother of her hufband Ashthony Ulric. 

• 4'V 'The' 
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1 'he revolution of 1741, whidh placed Elizabeth on the thtond of Rudia, prevent^ 
the ratification of this cleClion •, •and from that period) till 1 7^9, the adniiniftration Ws 

S ommally vefted in the council of ftate ; but the vhole power centered ih the Court of 
"ufila. 

In 1758, the nobles difgufted with their rulers, chofe Charles Chriftian, fon of Au* 
guftus the Thir 1 , who received the inveftiture of the two duchies from his father, made 
his entry into Mittau, and repairing to Peterfburgh, obtained from the E|i|||pefs Eliza- 
beth the rcftituiion of the ducal efiates and revenues, and her rcnunci<uio||p all right 
and title tothofe two duchies.' But the death of Elizabeth, in 17G1, rendered this refli- 
tution inedecliual. Peter recalled Biron from exile, and Catharine reftored him to his 
former dignity. 

Erncft John Biron • was defeended from a family of mean extradion. Ilis grand- 
father, whofe name was Buren, or Bicren, was bead groom to James the Third, Duke 
of Courland, and obtained from his mafter the gilt of a fmall eftatc. Ilis fon accom- 
panied Prince Ah xauder, youngeft fon wf the Duke of Courland, in a campaign a 'ailin' 
the Turks, in quality of groom of his horfe. and with the rank of lieutenant. Prince 
Alexander being killed before Buda, in 1686, Biron returned into Courland, and was 
Appointed mailer huntfman to the Duke. 

Eri^ftJuhn, his fecond fon, was bom in 1687, received the early part of h’s educa- 
tion in Courland, and was fent to the univerfity of Koninglburgh in Pruffia, where he 
continued until fome youthful imprudences compelled him to retire. In 17 1 4, he made 
his appearance at St. Peteilburgh, and lolicitcd the place of page to the Piincefs Char- 
lotte, wife of the Tzarovitch Alexey, but being rcjetled as a perfon of mean extraflion, 
retired to MItrau, and ingratiated himfelf with Count Beftuchef, mafter of the houlehold 
to Anne, widow of hVedciick William Duke of Couiland. Having through his means 
obtained the office of gentleman of the chamber to the Duchefs, and being of a hatid- 
fome figure aiuf polite addrefe, he foon became her chief favourite, and the firfl ufc 
he made of his favour' was toaibtain the difgrare of his benefaftor Beftuchef. He 
gained an entire a&endency over the afleflions of his miftrefs, and the upftart favourite 
offended, by his arrogance, the whole body of the nobility. 

Having cfpoufed Mademoifclle do Trendon, a lady of a noble family, and maid of ho- 
nour to the Duchefs, he endeavoured, by moans of that alliance, and the favour of his 
miftrefs, to be admitted into the body of nobles, but his^^foliciiations were rcjc&ed with 
great contempt. 

His afcendency over the Duchefs, his fpirit of intrigue, and extreme arrogance, were 
fo notorious, that when Ajnne was declared Sovereign of Ruffia, one of the articles 
propofed by the council of ftate of IVJofcow exprcfsly fiipulatcd, that flie fhould not 
bring Biron into Ruffia, She confented, butinftantly broke her word r for foon after 
her arrival at Mofcow, he made his appearance at her court. By his feerct advice, the 
Etnprefs formed a ftroug party among the Ruffian nobiUty, gained the guards, and 
planned tbe jtvolmion, which reftored to the crown del|>otic authority. But when the 
projea 'was ripe for execution, Annelhelitated, and was alarmed, till Biron took her by 
the band, and led b'er to dbe door of tl^ apartment m which fhej^ouncil of ftate, fenate, 

• Por tlii« account of Biron I h^ve confuked ManRefn'a Memoira, p. 4*, 47, 6z, 190, 46a, id?, 

Leitm from la Lady ^ RuHia, Let X3rvni xXtx.i Schmidt’s M^ttrialien^futr den RiiC 4jrefhe " 
p. 44 , *8 't U i i Motift ^ la Oifg^ d'Crneft Jean do B!p6b, t>ic de Coot land, wntiap by kimtelf. 
If} IhiMnng 6 Hift. Magazifi. voU ix, ^98 i Antivorf aof die Vergehende voO cia^icm 

fjjecJilUn Veru andien dts Grafen van Munich, ibid. p. 401, 4^ ; Gouveinment de I’Empiredc Ruffle, by 
Marmiil Munich, » 
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and nobility were aiTombled, and flie was declared abfolutc Sovereign. Within 

the (pace of a few months, Blron was appointed gentleman of the bcd-chamber, knight 
of the order of St. Andrew, lord high^'ichamberlmn, and, as Manftein fays, was otnnipo- 
tent in the government. 

On the death of Kerdinand Ketler, sn 1737* the Einprefs difpaiched General Blf- 
marck, governor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head of a confiderable army. The nobler 
having aircm|||||||Lin the cathedral, BUinarck furrouoded the church with troops, and 
compelled th^Wo Cleft for their Sovereign the fame Biron whom they had refufi'd to 
admit into their corps. *But his new dignity- did not prevent him from keeping his poft 
of high chamberlain, and hk wife that ofthe firft lady of the bed-chamber. Biron ruled 
Courland with the fame arbitrary fpirit with whichLhc governed Ruffia, and the noblevS 
who ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with*their ufual freedom, were privately 
feized by perfons in malks, forced into Kibitkas, and conveyed to Siberia. 'I he cruel- 
ties alfo which he exercifed upon the moft illuilirious perfons of Ruflia alrnoft exceed 
belief ; and Manftein conjefturcs, that ** during the ten years in which Biron’s power 
continued, above twenty thoufand perfons were feat to Siberia, of whom fcarccly five 
thviufand were ever more heard of.” 

The arrogance Of his temper often broke forth in a manner highly difrcfpeftful to 
the Einprefs. Once irt particular, while fte g tve an audience to the Duke of Bevern, 
Biron burft into the apartment, complained that he was tormented by her fervants, 
threatened, with horrid imprecations, to retire into Courland, and again rufhing out of 
the room, ftiut the door with great violence. The Emprefs, in the higheft confterna- 
tion, lifted up her hands to heaven, then clafped them together, and being alraoft ready 
to faint, opened the window for air. While fhe continued in this agitation, the Duchefs 
of Courland, accompanied by her children, entorcvl the room, kneeled down, and en- 
treated the Emprefs to forgive the paflionate behaviour of her htifband. « Anne in this, 
?is in every other inftance, relented, and patiently endured his infolence*.- During the 
fitting of the cabinet council, fhe frequently repaired to an adjoining room, in which 
her favourite remained, to receive his advice, or rather his orders. She even kept no 
tabic, but dined with his family. 

Acquainted only with the German and his native jargon, he governed the extenfivo 
empire of Ruftia without underftanding the language, lie even piqued liimfclf on his 
ignorance, and declared, in the prefence of the Emprefs, that he wotild nor learn the 
Ruffian, bccaufe he could not bear to lead all the reports and memorials which were 
daily tranfraitted to hint. . 

Birdn was undoubtedly a man of great capacity ; duriinj his wiole adminiftration, 
the external Iplendour, and internal tranquillity of the Ruffian empire, amiounced the 
vigour and wifdom of hk meafures, and, ^ftiewed hk ^gment m cniphryinc fuch a 
ftatefinan as Oftprman, and fuch a general as Munich. He was a fineere hi* no and an 
implacable enemy j and it was juftly fatd of him; that he feldom^ forgot a benefit, and 
always remembered an injury. He amafled an enormous jfoiftanc in money and jewels, 
and on public occafions ms magnificence t far exceeded that qf the Eroprefe. 

^ • * V 

* Bulcliiitg's WToclietitlBcbe'Naclirichten. 1774* p. »»( 5 . * 

•j" In hid vrtlt dif eeitinujiyag the Miuiiula dcla ChetardiV, the French Aihhaff»dw, he was preceded hy^ 
the followiflff prorcnion 1, An'dfBcer of Itk court on horfeback a Two fervants 00 horfcback. 
3. Three earrimes drawn by fiit horfos, contalnfug fie cavaliers 4. Twrnt^ lour fetvanu on Wuvoack. 
5- SU ronniug wotttwn. 0. iTw<* blacks. 7. Thirty Ucqv'cs on foot h.^Twelve pagi-s q, Nine he j- 
ducs. tp Hia’mafter of the horfe, . 4 -aftly,, the Duke hiwelf in a fpkndid carriage drawnoy m hotfes j 
behin4rtwo fervaats in Turkilh drel&i. 

Having 
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Having lofeg direded the affairs of a great empire, he could not brook re^nggi^^ 
Courland ; he accordingly prevailed oil the Emprefs, bb her 'death-bed, to appbffit her 
great nephew, Prince Ivan, her fuccelfor, and hiibf?lf regenti till tie Prince attainefti the 
’age of feventeen ; and he managed this whole tranfaSion with fo tnoch art, that he teemed 
only to accept the regency at the earneft requeli: and recoUrrhendation of 
nich, the Chancellor Ofterman, and the principal Ruffian ndbiltty. Having thus fecured 
the regency, to the exclufion of Anne, mother of the young EmperoM^e tirft adl of 
his adminiftratipn was to obtain for himi'elf an' annual revenue of 5co,0^p^roubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnefs. ' . 

But the power thus acquired by intrigue, he attempted to fecure by perfecution and 
cruelty. Piquets were placed in the ftreets to prevent commotions ; numerous fpies 
brought vague accounts of contemprobus expreffibns and ill-fM’med plots, and (carcely 
a day paffed in which fufpefted perfons wlTe not imprifoned and tortured to force confef- 
fion. But inftead of dilarrning the envy and jealoufy of the natives, who were difgulled 
with the government of a foreigner, he increared his unpopularity by the haiightinefs of 
his demeanour, and treated even the parents of his fov'ereigii with extreme brutality. 

Prince Anthony Ulri^;, and the Princefs Anne, the father and mother of the infant 
Emperor, were difalFeded at their exclufion from the regency, and Anthony Ulric, 
who was a prince of great fpirit, exprefled his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms to 
the regent himfelf. Biron fufpeding that the Prince was cabaling againlt his govern- 
ment* called on him early one inorning, without being annoumied; “ Your Highnefs,” 
he faid, ** does not deal jiiftly with me, for you promifed»to inform nie of the cabals of 
difaffefied perfons, and you know that intrigues are carrying on againll me in your 
own houfehold.” ** I know not,” replied the Prince, “ that any thing is in agitation 
which will be detrimental' to the Emperor and the country.” “ I will take care,” re- 
turned Biron, to place this empire in fuch a fituaifon as no other peffon is capable of 
doing; for I am neither deficient in knowledge or power,'! The nobles muff alfilb 
you,” faid the Prince, “ and you muff all be accountable to the Emperor.” Am I 
not regent,” replied Biron, “ with abfolute authority ? Such aflertions, fir, may occa- 
fion great commotiq^ ; and your Highnefs muff know, that whenever fadions arife, the 
Emperor and the country are in danger; and what muff bethe inevitable confequence, 
fhbuld you and I be at variance?’’ “ A maffacrel’V returned the Prince with great 
warmth, putting at the fame time his hand bn his fword. 

After iwich altercation, the Prince accufed Biron of fivrging the tcffament and figna- 
ture of the Emprefs, and the Duke quitted thbapartmebt vtdth thefe words; “This 
aff air, fir, is of great importance, and muff be laid before the principal nobility of the 
realm.” Repairing inffantly to his palace, he fummoned the cabinet council, feriate, 
and principal nobility, aiid acqumnted them,AVith the'cohverfation; When the imperial 
miniffer. Count Eeyferling, eiideavoored to jivffify the Prinbe, Biron balled the Prince^a 
liar; and turning to Reyferling, faid, no advocates* and nb lawyer’s 

quirks;” then traverfing ihb apartment in extreme kgitadbny exclaimed, ‘•'Am fa 
poifonef! or do I contend for the throne and fg^ptre-!*! r 

To ihi? f^rincdJ's Anne, «lo, itifof^ied ofA^pufuriderffandingj now ihade her#appear- 
ance, -he recapitulated what had p®*d with'-grear bUtertreli^ ^ /Vnne was exlbedthgly 
affected, and afjpeared to blame ht'r'hjj^^j^d’s coiidfibl. At length, the Prince limfelf 
being fummoned, was prevailed upot|tf|j^ attendv Bving rept’imtmded by Biron, and by 
feveral who were pfefeiit, in th« gfoffeft terms, Hitf Highnefs gt 

icOibpbl-.acVurdiiig ta’ tbV vahle gfa touBlt of.,tbsit .peiUJ<I. ’ 

demand 
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demand pardM*. the tears {larting from his eyes from this neceiTary but degrading 
concedion. . 

Soon afterwards, Biron fent a me 0 agc by Marihal Munich ordering the Prince to 
refign his military employments. 

At variance jwith the parents of the Jlmperor, fufpicious of plots, and detefted by the 
nation, the regent became agitate*? and untjaly, feU the precarioulhefsbf his fiiuation, 
paid his couj|i||uth great affiduity to the Princefs Elizabeth, and feems even to have 
fomicd the OTHJh ormarrying her to the Prince, his eldeft fop, and of raifmg her, or 
her nephew the Diike oi Holftoin to the thronef He even declared publicly, that if the 
Princefs or her hufband were refrafliory, he would fend them both into Germany, and 
place the Duke of Holftein on the throne. 

While he was hefitating in regard tb his future condufl:, and laying plans tp remove 
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin came from a quarter which he did not,esped, 
and was not prepared to refift. MarQial Munich, fecretly difgulied with the regent 
fomented the difeontents, awakened the fufpidons pf the Princefs Anne, prevailed upon’ 
her to order the arreft of the Duke of Courland, and fucceeded in fecuring bis perfon 
on the 18th of December, only tw'enty days after his appointment 10 the regency. 
Manftein, who was employed by Munich on this occafion penetrated at the head of 
twenty men, into the palace inhabited by Biron, though gua.rded by forty foldicrs, who 
were placed under the windows of his bed-chamber, and by nunierous centinels polled 
in the apartments. Being perfonally known to the centinels, they permitted hirn to pals, 
thinking that he had an affair of confequence to conimunicate to the regent.* Haying 
forced open the door, he approached the bed, itj, which the Duke and Duchefs flept fo 
foundly that the noife did not awaken them. On drawing tiie curtains, both' ftarted 
up in furprife, and the Duke inftantly lea^d from the bed with an intention to fefcape, 
but Was prevented by Manftein, who threw ,himfelf upon him, aiid held him till the fob 
diers came to his afliftance. ,. In this ftruggle the Duke dil’engaged himfelf from Man- 
ftt in, and endeavouring to burft from the foldiers who laid hold of his arm, received ■ 
frveral blows with the but-ends of their mufkets. Being at length thrown on the flo#r, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his hands tied behind wi^h an officer’s falh, 
he was led 10 the guard-room, covered w'iih a foldier’s cloak, and conveyed in a cairriage 
to the winter palace in which the Princefs Anne rcfided. When he, w the 

Duchefs fprang out of bed, ran after .him into the ftreet, fcreaming in an agony of de- 
fpair, till forced away by the foldicrs,' ftic funk down on the fnow, and yobld have 
perifhed, had not the Captain of the gtiurd fui niihed her w ith clothes, and fcrgbhdufted 
her ;to the palace.' , • .i .,,vv 

The next day the Duke and his family were conveyed to: thb |‘brtrefs of SchlulTol- 
borgh, and in Jdne were removed to Pelim, a fmall toxw», in Siberia, where he wasim- 
prifoned in a wooden hovel under the ftrideft: confinement. But he did not long re- 
main in this dreary fituation. The Emprefs Eliza^th fecilled him from his imprifoni 
meat ; and if his misfortunes bad not fpftfened his vindidiye fpirit, he enjoyed" the 
pleafure of fieeing his enemy, Marffial h|unich. occupy that bovel which he had Juft 
■ quitted.-' ' 'v v ■ 

; Biron was transferted* to*a corefontable nianfip!|^ at T’ar^^ where he received jfivb; 
i^ubles a day, and the permiffion of hunting in the yiciniiy. In this fi|uatipn, wret^;^ 
when bbntrafted with’^his fprmtr ftation as the omnipotent favourite of Anne, oriias re- 
gent of Ruffia,; but a paradife when compared with bis prifon at Pelipi, he pa^ bis 
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■>;:d'Vys, dufihg-'.f}idv5yli$)le fejjgd 
;: Bifwi 'tp P«?tcrfl>di-ghv'bbt'djd dpt' relate 
refpfecl d^pring hi# p<>nfincnientj to|-&fjgn:xbw. ti^^: to Gift 

• fdred hfsiltieyty^ito a pehildU:pl;ippjOpp 

;Peter;tIieJf Wrd in favouf of. the Pulse .of :Hdlj|s!^ri:;;;;.nphly 

wp4l4,un!ie%o imprifonnibiit mHief hSIaitt^,; fcathanh^i^fiftofed 

.him4o:hi§,,,for;tuer;digoit^ ., ■„ , /k 

; > ih 1 7 &§, Blfon. repalredvtp. Mhtau* t^e^tyfGJgftt yea^r^^ 

;:;fir|| t|m| hncp^h.e^.:h(id ,i>eOT^ iH'vifed,. td‘^^^/ddeai.,':.^r;c^ PruiQe ',Cfiarles"of SaxPny,- 
.lilthowg^ fppppr ;by.a large parrjUftCbdflandy^ aflirtance frbnl his father 

A uguft u# the Tftw^i , W tbjwe befdte ibe ||l dihan forces •, and Biron received 

: 'thcv;o?ths of; ;,alle*gkhce fipni ipe wholejm^ frotn the 'King 

dnd;a^f|>nblip; oft Poland Qf.Conflandfonfes^e the prefeiv 

;^nke;p in i7694a.W In his favour, and ih:^l773^ dofed;at,M in the eighty 
'thir4:y^rvOf.:bis:3^^^ ■ . 

The! conmtution ? pf Courlartd is extremely . complicated, and the rights of Poland 
of the Duke, and of the diet are fo interwoven, as to be dilcriminatod with dilficulty. 

Piom tha hilloiica! Iketch of the furceflion to the ducal throne, it will ap})eAr that 
Cpuriand is a male-fief, dependent on and conferred by the crown of Poland. 'Phe 
territorial fuperiority of Poland is fctlkd by the Pa/^a SuhjeHionis, or afts of vaflfalage, 
ratified by the King and Duke, on the receipt of the inveftiturc. The King inverts eac h 
Duke with the dudiics of Courland and Semigallia as fiefs ol Poland j and receives his 
homage as from a vaflal to his liege Iqid. If Poland is engaged in war, the Duke mull 
fuynijh two hundred horfc, or five hundred infantry } and the nobles are bound to fupply 
two hundred horfei or 30,000 dollars in the firft: year of the war, provided no Polirti 
or enemy’s troops are quartered in Gourlqpd, and 1 0,000 dollars in each of the fuc- 
ceeding years. .The money bears on one fide, the head^of the King, or the arms of 
Poland and Lithuania, and is ftruck on the fame ftandard as the coin of Poland. The 
Polilh money partes current in Courland, and the Courlandirti in Poland. 

The King fettles difputes between the Duke and his fubjefts, receives rcmonftranccs 
againfl; any infringement of privileges from the diet, and can order the redrefs of 
grievances. » 

The diet of Poland ratifies all laws which alter or new model the conftitution, con- 
firms the meation of nobles, and the indigenat recht, or ri^ of naturalization, recom- 
mended by the Duke and diet of Courland. It is alfo thoTOpreme court of judicature, 
to whioli any noble may appeal fi-om the decifion courts of jufticc in Courland. 
In ajl civil caufes above the ^lue of 500 PoKih floilbs, and in all criminal cafes fpeci- 
lied in the fiatutes, the final decifion is left to dkJ^ing and republic. The King in re- 
turn binds hintfelf to fupjport the conftitution^ieDuke in all his prerogatives, and the 
nobles and burghers in all their privileges. 

The D{!uke and diet enjoy the fupreme authority in all other circumrtanccs not con- 
tradi^ory to their feudal dep^ndanccj^^or which are not mentioned in the a£ls of 
fubje^oti. 

The Du^e is inveOidd with tbee^cutive power, and the general admlniftratlon of 
affairs. Be has a negative id ^IpP proceedings of the diet, confers the principal 
charges, both civil anp inilitarMj^ys the right of palrdomng criminals^ judges in par> 

* Forff the liillory and oonftftution'oF Courlandi fee Lengnich» Juf. Publ. Keg/ Pdloni/ Uti, L €• Xs fee. v. 
to fits and Ziegconurn^i Staata Keckt der Hertzogtbuemer Courland and 8tiEnegallen« 
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ticular cafes without appeal, in all civil caufes below 500 Polifli florins, and in delin* 
quencies and crimes not fpecified in the ftatiue law. . 

The Duke, flrictly fpeaki^g, has the right to declare war, make peace, or contraft 
alliances ; but although fome inftances of his exercifing thefe prerogatives have occurred, 
yet he ufually confults the diet on thefe occahons. His revenues arg, ample, and derived 
from the ducal deraefnes, which are fuppofed to form one-third of the duchy, from tolKs 
and cuftom^ manorial and feudal rights, fines, and confifcations of goods, amounting 
to not lefs than i6o,oool. per annum, which almoll entirely belongs to iiis privy purfe, 
as the'expences of his court are triiiing, and he is not permitted to maintain more than 
five hundred troops. Tlic prerogatives of the Duke are circuinferibed by his vaflTalage 
to Poland, by the diet of Courland, and the privileges of the nobles. 

Diets arc ordinary or extraordinary ; both convoked by the Duke, either at his own 
pleafure, or at the requeft of the nobles. Extraordinary diets are fummoned as occafion 
requires. Ordinary diets arc convoked every two years, fix weeks before the meeting 
of the Polifli diet. With the circular letters expedited to the pariflies for the cleftion of 
the deputies, the Duke fends the propofitions called Deliberauons, which are to be laid 
before the diet, and muft, at the fame time, tranfmit any grievances complained of by the 
body of noblesj for the confidcratlon of that aflembly. 

The deputies muft be noble, and are elcfted by the nobles in their refpe£live parlfhcs. 
Tlieir number is uncertain, becaufc lometimes one parifli chufes one or two deputies, 
and not unufualiy throe pariflies join in appointing only one, but may be eftiinated at 
twenty-feven, the number of pariflies. 

The diet aflenibles generally at Mittau, and chufes by a majority of votes . a marflial 
or prefident. The deputies then, headed by the marflial, repair to the palace, are re- 
ceived by the Duke in flate, kils his hand, and are entertained at dinner. 

The diet, conjointly with the Duke, inipofes taxes, and pafl'es all laws and regulations 
which do not infringe on the foodai rights of Poland, or alter the conftitution. 

The diet firft fubniits all grievances to the Duke ; and if he confiders them nugatory, 
and refufes to redrefs them, ihe deputies enjoy the privilege of laying their remonftrauccs 
before the diet of Poland, as the fupreme court of legiflature. 

All queftions are carried or rejcdeil by tlie majority, and each deputy muft vote ac- 
cording to the inftrudiotis of his conftituents ; but in all inftances wherein the conftitu- 
ents have not fully initruded the deputy, his vote is null, and the fentimcnis of the 
majority prevail. • 

From this abfurd method of giving previous infliudions, and the attaiipts of thci 
deputies to elude them, many inliances occur in the hiftory of Courland, in which the 
minority have prevailed over the majority : this cuftoni has alfo given rife to fcveral 
attempts fuccelsfitlly made for a fingls deputy to alTume the right of the liberum 
•veto * as in Poland, though under another name, and to diflblve the diet from his foie 
•oppofuion. 

At the diflblution of the diet, the deputies are bound to acquaint their conftituents in 
perfon with the tranfadions ; a circumilance vviiidi gives rife to fadions, and has ijpt 
unfrequently occafioned civil commotions. ' 

Many ot^ the privileges enjoyed by the nob^s are enormous, and inconfiftent with 
every principle of found policy. A noble cannot be arrefted by order of the Duke, 
for the moft flagrant ad, except within twenty-four hours after the commilfibn of the 
crime; if he efcapes during that time, he cannot be arrefted without an ord^ from the 

* See Book i. chap. jJ. 
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Kint:^ find republic 'of Poland ; he cannot be iinprifoncd till found guilty, or executed, 
but by pcriuilfion of the King and republic. 

^ Thu highult and moft important oiPcers of Hate mud be drawn from their body. 
N'oblch arc exempted from the payment of all taxes and impolisj being only bound, 
accordin'’ to llieir fcodal tepure,’to furnifli in titne of war tljc'r quota of cavalry. 'J heir 
power over iht ir pcafants is, if pofliblc, more luiboutulcd than that c'f ilie PoHft gentry. 
In judging deiiiiquciui'a and eiimesi a noble can fuisn a fummary court 'of jullice, 
conipoltd of Ijirnltl/, three or finir Irictuls, and an atiorncy, ai d, after a mock trial, 
may ordt r corpore, Ipuniihmcnt, or may inflid imnilKliatc execuirjii. 

1 he Duke io aflilled in the adminidraii* n oi afiaiis I y a privy council, called the Su. 
preiiie C.ouneil, con)pofed ol four high (ouafcll'jis, and iw^o civilians or dotlors, all 
appouited by the Duke, but holding their places for lilc, unle's proved guilty ol uial- 
vi.rf:uion, and removed by the Kbig of Poland, 'fho lour high eoimleilor.i are, the 
high Howard, the chance llor, the* burgrave, and the marlhal. 'I'he province of this 
coiiiKil is to advife the Duke in all concerns ed date, to prefervu the rights and prhi- 
leges ol the fubje-tl, and to rtiin ndrateag 'infl gricvaiues. 

'Ihe four high counfellors loim alio, in conjunclion with the Duke’, the criminal 
couit of judicature for the noLl s to which an appeal lies from the inferior courts of 
‘ullne; and which jttcigts all critre-s excepting pri meditated murder, wilful burning of 
lioi.les, robbery, rapes, or open violence, whidi'ixing capitil, arc icl’c-rrcd to the King 
ql Poland. The fame lour high ctninfcllcrs aic invellutl with the regeticy, during the 
minority, abfence, Ojt ficknds of the Duke, or (ui a vacancy ol the ducal throne. Tn 
thefe cafes, the two civilians, who are tonfich ml as the Dukt’s counit llors, are excluded, 
to the great detriment of the country, as they aie ufually the moll enlightened counfel- 
lojs, and not being nobles, arc more incfimil to encourage manulatlurcs ^nd com* 
ircrcc, and arc paificuferly atieiilive, that the ptivileg's of the lower orders dioulJ be 
prclerved. 

The* enormous privileges of the nobles have been the occafion of exciting the civil 
commotions which have overwhelmed Courland for this lad century. Its internal hif- 
tory is a continued feries of dilputes between the Duke and the nobles; the bo.ided 
freedom of the county is a Ipirii of faction under the name of liberty, which, as in Po- 
land, means an ariftocratical licciitioulncls, oppre fling others, but free itfolf to commit 
all kinds of enormities. ' 

In all countries, where the fpiril of feudal del’potifm (the worft fpccics of tyranny) 
*prevails, thc-pealants arc opprefied, and agiiciilture is in a declining flatc; the merchants 
are defpifed, and commerce lauguifhcs ; mtn of learning aie iicglctfed, and letters un- 
cultivated ; the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the ri.ght of being landholders, and centre 
in tlicmfelves the whole powvr of goveruincq'. i)aily, however, this odious flavory 
lok'S ground ; the age becomes more cnliglucneel ; the citizen, the merchant, the nia- 
nufadurer, and the pcala>,t, gain dlcem ami confequence; and the time perhaps is not 
diftant when they will be pcrmitttd to enjoy the common rigufs of mankind. 

^Should the Duke die without iffue, the right of appointfing a fuccclTor is vtfled in ilm 
diet of Courland, with the approbation^f the King and tiu'jcpublic of Poland. But 
as Courland is too fmall a flafe to aft Independently of the great nciglibouiing' king- 
doms, the nomination of the new Dukq depend on the will of that pSwer which 
has mod preponderance in the north, arid confequcntly mod influence in Poland. '' 

"Wh cu Boland was the great preponderating power, Couriaud was fuljfervient to that 
rqjubijc ; when Sweeten, under Guftavus Adolphus, and his itnmediatfe fucceflfors,- 
rofe fuperior to Poland, it was over- run by the Swedes, and Us fovereign led info cap- ' 

- 8 tivity. 
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tivity , ;W^ fortline of Vafa declined, and Riiffid gained the af- 

cendahcyV tiburlahd Ajccame^^^!^ Dukes were elefted aud 

depofed the influence of the cd^iN;-bf Peter{Kur^h,*aiiti its dependence oh Poland was 
<a mere fortnaliry. But as Ruflia hias lately Ipft her influence in Poland, the Duke^of 
Courlahd lias emsjndpated himfelf from his hbfolute deperitience onthe court of peterf- 
burgh; W this^erniihcipation is tetnporaryrbrpei'manent mull depend on the fete 
of the 'prefent war, and the iffue of the pending negotiation#. 

The prev.uHng religion i§ the J^utheran', but all other perfuafioris are tolerated ; and 
the Roman catholica'are capable Ijf holding aU military and civil offices, that of chan- 
cellor and a few bthCrs ekcqited. , , 

Thelaftgtiago. is a dialed of the Idvonian or Lettiflt, the lame which is fpoken^ with a 
little variaiion, by the Livonians and Ellhpnians, and is probably derived from' the Fin- 
nilh. The nobles and gentry, being defeended from German lettlers, fpeak German, 
and that tongue is’ al ways ufed in the debates of the diet. 

From Mittau we traverfed the duchy of Gourlhnd, a country fweUmg into gentle iiills, 
and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax. . ■ The inhabitants export thofe cQinmodities from the 
port of Libau on the Baltic, the only commercial town of Courland, and import in 
renu n coffee, ifa,* wines, cloth, fait, and other foreign merchandize,'' which fbpply the 
interior confumption. • The counfey is; moftly open j but in fonre partsf Cldthed with 
foicfts of pine and fir, dotted with occafional groves of fine qakj and fprinkled with' 
much uncier-wood. I'he villages are neat, the feattered cottages and gentlemen’s feats 
prettily fiiuated amid clomps of trees, and the inns provided with beds, a great lusur)' 
to travellers juft come from Ruflia. The roads are extremely indifferent, and in'this 
feafon of the year fcarcely paffable, ■ ‘ 

Chap. Xl.r— 0 / Catharine. — Her Origin and early Adventures.'-' Married to a Swedijh 
Dragoon.— Captured by the RvJJims.^ Becomes the Mijirefs, Confort^ and Succeffor of 
Peter the Greet. — Hijiory of her Elevatsoh to the Throne.— Death and Chara^er. 

MANY authors have expreffed great furprize at contradiftory r^orts relative to ' 
the^origin of Catharine I. But to expeCt that the hiftory of a perfon of low extraftion, 
who gradually rofe to thg'mpft exalted ftation/lhouid contain no uncertain and dlfcor- 
dant accounts, is to expea impolfibilities. All that remains, riiercfore, is,* without pre- 

Jamen Duke of Courlahdj taken prifoncr in r45B, by CbRrIica X. King of Sweden. ' 
f Courland is now a province pfttG Ruffian empire. Soon after the conqueft and final diVifion of Po- 
land, Pcter> Duke of Courland, repaired to Peterffiurgh^ he bad an audience of Catharine the Second, on 
the i2th of; March 1795, and' was received with tliehighefi; honours. About the fame time, the diet of 
Courland aiTehibled, and after fornc trifling oppofition^ biit much violent nlicrcaliQn, declared the two 
duchies <)f Courland and Siernigallia fcparaied frorii their feudal dependance: On Poland, and fubmitted 
tJicmfolves to the donvjnioii of Rirffia. . (March 18, 1795.) ’ 

On the the Duke iiTued an aft ot renunciation, rpd Courland was erefted into a government, di- 
‘vjded into nine circles, under a uffian governor^ .rcfident ^t Mittau. The falariesiwerc continued tp the 
of ftatc, and perfons holding places under the former 'rovernment ; and the Duke lumfelf wai ampljp^ 
gratified for the reiignation. of his dignity. He had been l|Sng at variance witl# his lubjefts, and fcarcely; 
ever refided at Miiitau ; lie had a)fo forefecn the lofs of hia dominions, and bad fccuied large futns of money, 
with which he purchafed tlie diichy of JSagau. and ilic counties of Wartenberg, Belin, and Gofchtltz^ in 
Silcfi^ and eftafee in Br^n(J<tjbqrgh* He Itill retains the title of Duke of C^nriaiid arid Scmi^alttii. * Peter 
waVhbrn in 1724, and iw Anne Charlotte Dorothea, daughter of John Frcd^o|^ount of 

Medem; fevtral daughters. Hia brother Prince Charles Avaa boru in 1728, andbia by the Pii^ce& 

Ionia PonM^a fcvcral fons« v 
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judice or partiality, to compare the various hiftories of Catharine 1. and to colled fronj' 
the whole the moft probable narrative, 

» Catharine was the natural daughter*' of a country girl, and was bom at Ringen, a 
fmali village upon the lake Virtcherve, near Dorpt, in Livonia, The year of her birth 

is 

* I ftiiill milkc a few rcmarks^-ionceTrunp^ the aiitliorr. from whom I have principally cxtra£led this ac- 
count of Ciithatinr 1 . I’he fnft and moil authentic is Weber. 

Weber was the Hanoverian reridcnt at Peteriburgh during part of the reign of Peter I. and took extra-* 
ovi3ijjiiry pains to obtain the bell informa'ion relative to the origin of Catharine- He learned the Rnfiian 
language of Wiirmb, who was tutor to Gluck’s children when Catharine was in that minifter’s houfe at 
Marienburgh : fi om him, therefore^ he able to obtain the niott. authentic intelligence. Weber may 
have been miilukeii in a fe\V trifling iucidents, but lus narrative upon the whole is to be depended upon- b'ce 
V'erandertes Rufsland, vol. iii. p. 7 — 10. 

l,a Molraye, in his Travels, has given a fliort account of her family, S:c Among other intelligence, 
lie collected much information from a Livonian girl, wlio had been fold by the Uufliaiis to the Turks, and 
vhom he bought of the Janizaries : this girl ku€w Cathai inc at Mavienhurg, and told him fevcral particu- 
lars relating to her, wiilcli were afterwards conftnued to him in Livonia. 'Plie account ot La Motraye 
corrclpondfi with that of Weber in the principal events, differing only in a- few trifling points. 

Bruce ha$ alfo given an account of her origin, which he relates ai he heard it told hy ihofe wdio knew 
her from her infancy. His narrative correfponds, upon Jie wliple, v. iili that of Wther in all cffenlial 
circundlanccs. 

Thcfc- three perfons are the principal authors who were fn Riiflia towards the beginning of this century, 
and colle*flcd information on the fpot ; wc may therefore rely on them with more fafety than upon later 
writers \ and they all agree iu confirming the lowncis of her birth, and her marriage with the Sw’edifli 
dragoon- 

Voltaire, in his life of Peter L has /lightly pafTed over the early adventnreaof Catharine ; he mentions 
nothing of her birth, her marriage with the .Swedi/li foldier 5 as circumflances derogatory from the honour 
of the Emprefs .Elizabeth, by vvhofe defirc he wrote the life of Peter the Great. But willing to ennoble 
the family of Catharine I, he records a llrant:e IJory, which has all the air of romance, concerning a brother 
of Catharine, named Scavron/ki who was found to be the fon of a gentleman of Lithuania- Voltaire cites 
for his authority ** Ic manuferit curieux d^Ul homme qui ctait alors au fervice du czar. Sc qui parle comme 
temoln but without meutiouing his name. 

from Voltaire many fucceeding auUiore have advanced that Catharine was of the family of Scavronflei ; 
Sind it is certain that the Emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged that family as her relations, and conferred 
hemours upon its members. 

This anecdote concerning Scavronilci is pofitiv<?ly contrarliifled by a paiTage in Baflevitz, who afiiftcd 
Mentchikof in raifing Catharine to the throne, and viho mufl have known if any brother of Catharine b^d 
been at Petcr/burgh during the life of Peter. He affcrls, that Catharine did not produce any of her rehi- 
tinns during Peters life; that after his death a perfon made his appearance at Petcriburgh as her brother, 
^underthe i»ame Count Hendrikof ; that he liwd in obfeurity during the reigns of Peter II- and Anne, 
and that Elizabeth made his fon a chamberlain- Bufehing, ix. p. 295. 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, that a near relation of Catharine came to Peterfl>urgh with his fa^ 
mily, confifting of three fona and two dnughters. He was called Count Ikavoronfki (certainly the fame aa 
Scavnuillti) ; the eldefl dauglilci, Mophui, was appointed by the Emprefs maid of honour ; the other chil- 
dren were educated by thtir father. The arrival of thefejlrangers gave rife to many reports concerning the 
origin of Catharine ; that her father, wUofe name was faid to be John Rabc, was a quart cr-maftcr ilia 
Swedi/h regiment ; and that her mother was the daughter of a lown-fecretary of Riga. 'Phe widow, after 
her hu/band^s death, went to her relations at Riga; but foon dying, Gluck took the foundling into his 
family. Thefe reports, which began to circulate, occafioned a public decree, forbidxling all perfons, 'upon 
pain of death, from uttering difrcfpcdlfuley.prcinons againfl the late Emperor, or the reigning Emprefs and 
ncr family.'^ Ver. RufT vol. iii. p. / » 

We may indeed take it fq^ granted, that if Cjrharine’s family had been n?>bly defeended, the fecret would 
have been difeovered dining the life cf Peter, jukI have been favourably received by that Emperor, who wa 3 
, prevented* from the ohfcuriiy of Lr hv th^ from carrying her with him to Paris, nut being willing to expofe 
hrr to iiifult ; < 11 ne vouloit pas Pexpofer, dit on, aujr rebuts qiPil craignart pour die vu VohfcurlU defa 
dc la dclicateflc IV inguifc*^’ BaiTevitz hi Buf. Mag. ix. p. 316. 

An Auili ian envoy, wlio was at Peter/hiirgh in 1725. and wrote au account to his comt of her acceflion 
to ihc throne, fays, ** tliat flic was a natural daughter of a Livonian nobleman, vSitife name was Alvendhcl ; 
that helltooUltr afterwards marfied a rich sx*afaut, by whom flieliad a fon and.^4aughtcr 5 that the former 

was 
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IS uncertain ; but according to her own account % fhe came into the woidd on the 5ih 
of April, 1689. Her original nanie was Martha, which fl^e changed for Catharine 
.when ihe embraced the Greek reJigon. Count Rofeii, a lieutenant-colonel in the 
Swedifli fervice, who owned^the village of Ringen, fupported^^ according to the cuftona 
of the country, both the mother and child, and was, for that rcafoh fyppofed to be her 
father* She loft her mother when Ihe was three years old, and Count Rofen dying 
about the fame time, was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the clerk of the village re- 
ceived her into his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran miniller of Marienburgh, 
took her under his prote&ion, brought her up in his family, anchernployed her in at- 
tending his children. In 1701 1 (he eTpoufed a dragoon of the Swedilfh garrifon "of 
Marienburgh Many different accounts are given of this tranfadtlon ; one author § of 
great credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom remained together eight days after 
their marriage^; another ||, of no lefs authority, afferts, that on the morning of the 
nuptials her hulband was lent with a detachment for Riga, and the marriage was never 
confiunrnated. This much is certain, that the dragoon was abfent when Marienburgh 
lurrendered to the Rullians, and Catharine, referved for a higher fortune, never faw 
hirii more. ' 

General Bauer, on tht capture of Marienburgh, faw Catharine among the prifonersj 
and, finitten with her beauty, took her to his houfe, where (he fuperinten(ied his do- 


was put to death by Peter, for openly declaring himftlf to he the brotlun* of Catharine ; and that the filler 
received for fome time a penfion of 300 roubles from the Emprefs, but wa^ afterwards couriiicd in a houfe 
of correction during the reign ot Peter I. by Cniharinr’s dclire."^ He add?, Catharine was brought up 
in Gluck’s houfe; fhe became the miilrefs of Tiefcnhoiifen, a captain of SwedlHi Isorfe, by whom /he had a 
fon ; he afterwards gave hei In marriage to a dragoon of his troop, with whom flie lived tlirec years, iintii 
flic was taken prifoner at Narva by tire Ruflians/’ But this minifter, who is well informed in what relates 
to the I;UUr part of Catharine’s life, and the meana by which ftie afeended the throne, feems to have detailed*' 
many Idle reporta about her family and early hillory. Bufeh Hift. Mag. xi. p. 4S. 

Befort' [ clofe this note I mud mention the opinion of Bufcfhing, who, during bis refidence at Peterf- 
. burgh, collet ed much authentic informaiian in rcfpcdl to the various parts of the Ruffian hillory : amongll 
other ariiclcs, he has given anecdotes of Catharine 1 . which he opens by fitying* “ Al^the accounts which 
writers have hitherto given, or rather conje6l;ured, of the birth and family of Catharine I. arc falfe.” 
Ibid. Hi. p. 190. He fays her family was from Lithuania^! and her father’s name Samuel; hei* brother 
was Count Charles Scavroulki j lier dJler Chn*ilin.a manied Count Simon Hendnkof, and the other, whpfe 
name was Amir, Michael Ycli noflcl. He confirms lier marriage y ith the Swedilh ’dragoon, but places the 
fccnc at Fran!ladt in Poland, and not at Marienburgh. He informs us, that he -obtained tils information 
from an. old lady whole name jic cm ceals, who died lately at Petcr/burgh, and knew Gathariric from her 
firlt appearance in lluflia) and was greatly in her fjvour. He adds alfo an acconnl^ of an officer who brought 
Catharine’s filler Anne from Lithuania to Peteilbnrgh. With great deference, however, to fo rcTpedlable 
an authority, we cannot, merely up^ n this hcarfay evidence, ftt alide the icftlmonics of Weber, La Motraye, 
and Bruce/ this (lory feerns, in etfe^t, the fame flying report as that in Voltaire ; arid the lady Who gave 
the intelligence to tlufchiug, ncitght be willing to rafify ilii? current report in Idi/ahclhV time, ^ of 

her friend and pationcfs Cniharine, It rippears^ however, as well ftom this intelligence a? from the infor- 
mation of Webtr and Caffcviia, that fo me real or pretended rektions of Cathatine made their appearance at 
Pcterfbiiigh during her *rcign ; that they were acknowledged and promoted by her, and afterwards by 
Elizabeth, not unwilling, perhaps, to believe, without incj^.nry, her mother’s family to be nobly defeendedv 
Schmidt, in hrs Mate ' * “ ‘ ‘ ^ . n. 

relates tu Cathariuc and 

cated inquiry. ^ y . 

* IkfTtvitz in Bufehing, ix. p. 575. Some fay flie was bom Bufehirtg, ix.p 481. ' 

f Weber fays in her eighteenth year ; but if, according to her own account, fhewas fiorft in 1689:; flie 
was .only thirteen, 

:i: Wuvmb alluied Webtr, that diiring her rtfidence at Marienburgh /he was a p^attern of tfrtUfe ind good 
bcliaviour ; which cqntradiAe the report,: that flw had been a common woman in Xivonia. 
f Wtber. . , . 11 Bmcc, p. 74. , ; * 

. : 'Hieflic"' 


Tiaien, cj£c. nas coiiccteu ,m one or view great pare or T,nc iiiTfiiigcncc wuicn^ 
to him l^m greatly obliged for abi dging the trouble neceffary in fuch a compll-' 
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Toefllc nffaira, dnd -was fuppofed to b.eihjs miftreis, . : Spon aftiemards flip ms removed, 
info iiie family bfpnpce Mentchilsof, who was No lefs ftruck vcatli thP 
faii^ captivij ; i^ith Ifln flie lived uiuil ''i704, wlieni in the feventepnth year of her ago,' 
fte bPcanie the mill refs of Peter t he Great, and \von fp much uphn his afleQ.i 6 hs, that 
he erppofed * Imr oif the*2pth of May, lyn- The ccrenionyNva? jierformed 

at Jawerof in Poland, in the preConce of General prnce, And on the Both of February, 
iy i2^as piiblicly foleninized at Petei four^h, 

Catharine, by the irioft luivvearied aftidmfy and nnretniitcd attention, by thp foftnefs 
and complacency of her difpofiu’pnf but above all by an extraorcHnaiy liyelinefs of tern- 
p i*", acquii‘ed a wonderful aftchdency over the mind of Peter. The Emperor was fub- 
ject to occtEfidnal horrors, which rendej-ed. him. gloomy fufpicipusj Bnd produced a 

temporary inadnefs.. ' In thefe dreadful, moments Catharine was the only perfon who 
ventured to approach him : duch was trie kind of fafeination f (he bad Acquired over his 
fenfes, that her prefence, had, ain inflantancous efie£i; the flffl: found of her voice con»- 
pofed his mind Arid Calmed his agonies# From thefe circumflanccs Ihc feemed neceflary, 
not only to his comfort, but evenro his exiftence ; ,flie became his infeparable com- 
panion during his jcfurnies into foreign countries, and accompanied him even in his mili- 
tarv' expeditions. ' ^ ’ 


The peaee of Pruth, by which the jRuflian army was refeued from certain dellruc- 
tion, has been wholly attributed to Catharine, ‘though , flic was only the inftrument in 
extordng the confeni; of Peter. In the campaign of 1711 againfl; the Turks, having 
imprudently' led his/ troops into a diladvaritageous fituation, he formed the defperate 
rcfolution of cutting his way through the Turkifli army in the night, and retiring to his 
tent in .in agony of defpair, gave pofltive ordei'S that.no one fliouJd be admitted, under 
pain of death. In this important junflure, the principal officers and the vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof|, aflembled in the prefence of^ Catharine, and drew up certain preliminaries 
to obt.ain a truce from the Grand Vizier. Plenipotentiaries were immediately difpatched 
without the knowledge of Peter, to the Grand Vizier, and a peace obtained on more 
rcafonable conditions than could have expcfled. "With thefe conditions Catha- 
•rine, notwithftanding 'the orderaiflued by Peter, eiitcredi the itcmt,' and obtained his 
fignatufet, By her 'conduct Catharute. acquired great popularity, and the Emperor 
fpecifies her behaviour at Pruth, as one of the reafpns which induced him to crow'n her 
puWidy at MofeoW with his own hand. This ceremony § was performed in 1724; 
and though diefjgned by Peter buly as a proof of bis affedion, was die caufe of her 
■fubfequent rfevation.. . ^ ; 

Som.e authors have affirmed, < without the fmalleft fpundationj that Peter placed the 
crown upon her head as a prelude to hi& future iniendon ip, her fayp^^ 

•pointed her his fucceflor j bjit no traces of thi^ intention eyer difeoveredi Nothing 


, * Gordon fays (he had fcverisl chtidrcrij by the Czar before he e%infed her, psirtieulady the iPriiiccfs 
Anne. Il he Cz was matifed to her in ryiO. l.ifo of' Peter, vdl. ii; p'WyS. Web«ir onljr 

relates, that ;the jfjarriage, tvhich was befortt feeptfeoret', was fosde pribliAin i 7 i t; ^ Voltaire places the 
fecrct marriage in ,' J 707..; ' A palTajii'c*' in Bruce's Memoirs is dreifive : '5 •^(May, ' (7 1 1 y.ive 

arrived at Warfavi^ aitrf at |aweirof ^ ipthf, where we, found the .Gj-.ar and GiaHna, and they were 

privately roarried, at i and he was tttade mafter^ 

general of the bTddancc, in the foom: of tte oFlMelftB, wlfo died a foifotietiff pf udr r. 

t “ Ell? avail up afoend|ut >f<w fea fens, tenmt piftfoue -da prod-yei't f Baffevitz 

;,p. 294 v..;\:..,- ./.A; ' '' 

/J; Motrsyd's 

• ' reader'will nhd a cirpuroltantial acconni ot the corpjwtion, with all ifecetemdrtifcs and eatertai^^ 
®cnwj( 5 feiBruccji|Sjft,wat hitnielfprefent. Bruce'f MemoHig, p. ^5 1 to 363. 
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indeed proof of the contrary^ dian 'the,nian of CatHlaripe’s accef- 

fioh, in ’^hieh -fe fejls her at Mofcbw, and 6ii the refo- 

iutions ql' theTehat^the of the geti^V^js Hor influence contiqiied 

wuiirniinihed untii a'fc before tjhe acadyof'Pei^r ; .when fame circuniftarices oc* 

cafioiiecl a rinfuhderftahding^ yfbich might rupture, if his death had 

not intervened. ■ The original cau,fe of this mird'nderttanding* arofe from the difeovefy 
of a fecret connexion bet\veen ^ and Mbiisi' her firft chamberlain. I'he Em- 

peror, fufpkidus of dk 'Cphne^ibhj quitted Peterfb under pretence of remioving to 
a villa fo/ a few days | .hut privately returned to Ins vyihter palace in the capita!!l. , Erom 
whence he occahohaiily feid a confidential page with a cohvplihiethtaty meflage to the 
Emprefs, as if lie was in, the country, SyithTecret. ordei's to Obferve her motions. From 
his. information, the Emperor, on the third night, furpri|ed Cathai'ine in an arbour of, 
the garden with her favourite Mons ; while his filler, Madame Balke, wfip was firfl; 
lady of the bed-chamber, was in company with a page, upon the watch without , the 
arbour.,, ' „y '" 

Peter f llruck Catharine with his cane, as well as the page who epdeavoured to , pre- 
vent liim from eaitering the irbour, and then fethkd without uttering a fingle word. 
Mons and bis filler were taken into cultody, and a report was circulated, that they w'ere 
imprilbned for receiving bribes, and nialjing their influence over the Emprefs fubfervi- 
ent to their own mercenary views. Mens was carried to the \vhiter palace, whore no 
oivc Jiad admiflion to him but Peter, -who himfelf brought bivS provifvons j ^ being exa-, 
mined in the prefence of Major General Ufcbakof, and threatened with the torture^ he 
confelfod the corruption laid to bis charge, and was beheaded Ills filler /e'ceived five 
ftrokts of iheknoot, and w'as baniflied into Siberia ; two of her fon.s, who wpret'pham- 
berlains, were aifo degraded, and Tent as common fbldiers among the Rullitai troops in 
Perfia. On the di\y lubfequent to the execution of the fcutenctS P«er conveyed Catha- 
rine in an open carriage under the g^llows, to which was nailed the head of Mens ; the 
Empreis, wuliout changing colour at this dreadful object, exclaimed, “ What a, pity it 
is, that there is fo niuch epr&pfi6n among coultiei's . 

As this event was follpwed by Peter’s de^ith, and as Catharine recalled 'Madarhe BMkc» 
flie was fi'fpefled of flidrtening the days of her hufliand by poifoh. But ndtwdtbftand- 
ing thecritical fituation of Caihatine atv the tiiuepf his, deccale, and her fubfequent ele- 
vation, this charge is dellitute pf probf i for thenaturc of the difordcr with which Peter 
had been long aHliSedj arid the peculiar I'ymproins § of his lafl illuefs, fuffidefltlyaccow^ 
for his dcathj withpui to " , 


• See Dumpnt, yiJl part ; 

f’ Baffcvl '* and \’obai,!i,e relirte Unit traiifa^tio!* ia » diftlrentwanner, but neitlier of fhem woiild repre-- 
feut ahy circumftantig 'tending .!n Uie katt. tdoisHmatC'Catharlne. The AiiHri;m ei)vOy., , w;hom the 
above ,«Jau6it4ii,cW,eiry e»tr^Ct^\d'dsy», thar'teiffet:eiv^ of tht wdwde‘»^airitqiri tlie p.ige ,kiit 

■ by Peter, WlKdefuaihe wasJpireVeiUcb ’^ufth .Hiffi'Md^.'kiipr^y. ' IktieyiEz iatplelf inentidtk heariec- 
; dote of his driving h« under Filler eivtalnly tb<)ught Cathariiii! 

'guilty of ’ao jfittigue wah Mwnsl"';, ■ , ■ ‘ ' 

f m(rcyit»EiB,ufyU, P‘'37^.-b -■ > 

■ ■ f V Ikt^r.’’ .fifyVhe AttUnStr'enyoy, :’* had fprraerly cortt0fted /ronrooc or 

Whiefi on aceoyfl;t; «f;bi*;e*c«n^,wa&a*Yer. vqmpkjely era^ and driiiftiiig at jtlie n'diculods eleCiidtr - 

of tbs . tBdclt-pa^dareh I,, ipianuty of tyine, bier, tuead, 'aiid brandy^ it iitcjeafcd to 'a 

digtee is to become tucttraSlii f’btlVi^.l'theie appcated 

y'difoMyt to be virus at. kygth. Atlidi^lyjg^^ 

Toeb % .b*® f*^i**?f®.* yh i gi^y^y, iiiaty, 

' ibonr- 
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Peter havhig, in 1 7 2 4, decreed that the reigning fovereign fliould have the power of 
appointing his fucceffor, ought, in common pradence, to have provided one in cafe of 
his fudden death ; but he was feizetf with his laft illnefs before he had performed that 
‘neceflary duty. His diforder was a ftrangury, which was not at firft attended with 
alarming Tymptams ; but fuddenly increafed to a violent degree, and occafioned fuch 
excruciating tortures, as totally deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid intei'val he de- 
manded pen and paper, and endeavoured to write, but could only trace charaSers that 
were not legible. He then called for his daughter Anne ; but.before her arrival his 
fpecch and undcrflanding failed, and he remained in this Itate fix-and>tlurty hours until 
he expired *. 

It is evident from this account, drawn from unqueftionable authorities, that he did 
not appoint his heir ; and though fome perfons concluded, that he purpofed entailing 
the crown upon his grandfoii^ Peter, yet he probably deftined his eldeft daughter Anne 
to be his fucceflbr ; but was prevented, by the fuddennefs of bis death, irom carrying his 
defign into execution. 

While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of death, feveral oppofitc parties were ca- 
balling to difpole of the crown. At a confiderable meeting of many among the princi- 
pal nobility, it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at the mohient of his diffo- 
lution, and place Peter Alcxievitch upon the throne f. Bafl'evitz, apprized of this refo- 
lution, repaired in perfon to the Emprefs, although it was already night. “My grief 
and confternation,”yreplied Catharine, “ render me incapable of acting for myfelf; do 
. you and Prince M^ntchikof confult together, and I will embrace *the meafures which 
you fhall approve ip my name.” Bafl'evitz, finding Mentchikof alleep, awakened and 
informed him of the preffing danger which threatened the Emprefs and her party. As 
no time remained for deliberation, the Prince infiantly feized the treafure, Iccured the 
fortrefs, gained thelifHccrs of the guards by bribes and promil'es, alfo a few of the no- 
bility, and the principal clergy. Thefe partizans Ijeing convened in the palace, Cath.i- 
rine made her appearance ; fhe claimed the throne in right of her coronation at Mofeow; 
expofed the ill etfedts of a minority, and promifeu, that “ flic would receive the crowji 
only a.s a facred depofit, to be reltored to the Great-Duke, when (he would be united, 
in another world, to an adored hufband, whom flic was now upon. the point of iofing.” 

The pathetic manner with which flie uttered this addrefs, and i lie tears whicluaccorn- 
panied it, added to the previous diftribution of large fums of money and jewels, pro- 
duced the cttfired effedl ; and thc,remaindcr of the night was employed in making the 
fiecefiary preparations to enfiire her acceflion. 

The death of Peter, in the morning ofthe 28th of Japuaryi^^jbeiug divulged, the fe- 
nafe, the generals, the principal nobility and clergy, hallened^tb the palace to proclaim 
the new fovereign. The adherents of the Great-Duke foeuied fecure of fuccefs, and 
the friends of Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to dedrudion. At this Junc- 


foon ended in bis death. l^on.his death-bed Jiegricvonfly repented of liis fins, confeiTed that he had /bed 
much innocent blood/ exprefled the grcalell coAcern for bis bdiaviour tot liis unfortunate fon j addinjf, how- 
ever, that he t oped God woujij forgive his 15 ^, in confideiation of the good he had confetred on his coun- 
try.” Btifeh. Hift, Mag. xi. p 496. Gofden fays, '‘ l^j^nght cold, which, with a violent /Ifaiigury 
and retention of urine, occafioned by an ithpofthuine lApf hlitdder. put an end to his life on the a8th of 
■ January, 178C,”" .:■■■ . . :: '"I-- ' ' 

, * BafTevit* in Uufehing, ix. p. 371. alfo .Weber ye"r. Rufll vol. ii, P. .199. ' 

^ t Tant qu’on'lui fjvoit un foufiede vie, perfonne n'ofoit I’entreprcndre. Telle £tolt la force dii refpeft 
et dc la terreur, qu'linprima cc heros. Bafl'evitz, ^, 374, 

' ■ .4 , ture 
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. ture Baflevita whifpered one of the pppofite party, ** The Emprefs is itUftrefs of the 
treafure and fortreft ; Ifaelias gained over the guards and the fynod, and many of the 
chief nobility ; even here flie has more followers than you imagine ; adyife therefore, 
yovir fiiepds to make no oppohtion as th&y value their heads.” This information beidg 
rapidly circulated, BaflTevitz gave the ngnal, and two regiments of guards, who had been 
gained by a largefs * to deciare for Catharine’, and already furrounded the palace, beat 
to arms. , “Who has dared,” exclaimed Prince Repnin, the commander in chief, “to 
draw out the troops without my knowledge!” — “I,” returned General ’Butterlin, 
without pretending to difpute your authority, in obedience to the commands of my 
moft gracious miftrefs*” This Ihort reply was followed by a dead filence. , , 

In this moment of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchlkof entered, preceding Catharine, 
fupported by the Duke of Holftein. She attempted to fpeak, but was prevented, by 
fighs and tears, from giving utterance to her words ; at length, recovering herfelf, “I 
come,” Ihefaid, “ notwithftanding the grief which now oyerwhelras»e, to aflure you,' 
that, fubmiflive to the will of my departed hufband, whofe memory will be ever dear to 
me, I am ready to devote my days to the painful occupations of government, until Pro. 
vidence fhall fummon me to follow him.” Then, after a fhort paufe, Ihe artfully added, 
“ If the Great-Duke will profit by my inftruftions ; perhaps I lhall have the confolation, 
during my wretched widowhood, of fornting for you an Emperor worthy of the blood 
and name of him whom you have no>^ irretrievably loft.” “ As this crifis,” replied 
Mentchlkof, “is a moment of fuch importance to the good of the empire, and requires 
the moft mature deliberation, your Majefty will permit us to confer without reftraint, 
that this whole affair may be*tranfa€ted without reproach, not only in the opinion of the 
prefent age, but alfo of pofterity.”-—“ Acting as I do,” anfwered Catharine, <*more 
for the public good than for my own advantage, I am not afraid to fubmit all ray con- 
cerns to the judgment of this enlightened affcmbly ; you have not only my permimonto 
confer with freedom ; but 1 lay my commands upon you all, to deliberate maturely on 
this important fubje£t, and promife to adopt the refult of your decifions.” At the 
conclufion of thefe words, the affeinbly retired into another apartment; and the doors 
were locked. ’ 

It was previoufly fettled by Mentchlkof and his party, to declare Catharine Emprefs, 
and the guards, who furrounded the palace with drums beating and colours dying, ef- 
feftually vanquiflied all oppofition. The only circutaftance, therefore, which remained, 
was to give a juft colour to. her title* by perfuading the affembly that Peteflr intended to 
name her his fucceffor. For this purpofe Mentchikof demanden* of the Emperor’s fe- 
cretary, whether his late mafter had left any written declaration of his intentions ? The 
fecretary replied, “ A little before his laft journey to Mofeow he deftroyed a will* and 
he frequently expreffed his defign of making another, but was prevented by the refleflion, 
that if he thought- his people, whom he had raifed from a ftate of barbarifin to a high 
degree of power and glory, could be ungrateful, he would hot expofe his final inclina- 
tions to the infult of a refufal ; and if they recollefled what they owed to his labours; 
they would regulate thgir conduft by: his intentions, which he hadhifclofed with more 
fplemnity than cOulffbe manifefted by ilAy writij%.” An altercatioh now began in the 
affembly* and Tome of the nobles having the cou^ge to oppofe the accefiion of Catha- 
rine, Thwphanes, Ahchbilhop of Plefcof, called to tbejr tMolle^oh the oath which they 
had all taken in i y an, to acknowledge the fucceffor appointed b]j PeteT, and add^* that 
the fentiraents of that Emperor delivered by the fecretary were in effe^ an apitoUitment 

* The Auftiian envoy feys, that the gu»«'^*wcci»€<l each ffl,’/ 

‘ vqUvu ■ 5 A- . of 
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of Catharine. ' The oj^pofite party* however* denied thefe to be fo dlear hs. 

t^e (ecretary ehofe to mflnuate, and inhiled* that as their late^nonarch had i^ed tono- 
ininate his heir* the elcdion of the new fovercign {hould revert tb the ftate. Upon this 
the Archbilhop further teftified, that the evening before the cordnation of the Emprefe 
at Mofeow* Peter had declared* in the houfe of on Englifh merchant* he fhould place 
the crown u^on her head, with no otlicr view than to leave her miftrefs of the Empire* 
after his dpecafe. This atteflation being confirmed by many perfons prefent, Mcmchi- 
kof cried out, ** What need have we of any teftament f A refufal to conform to the in- 
clination of our great fovcrcign, thus authenticated* would be both unjuft and criminal. 
Long live the Emprefs Catharine !’* Thefe words being inftantly repeated by the greater 
part of thofe who were prefent ; Mentchikof, faluting Catharine by the title of Emprels, 
paid his firft obeifance by kifTing her hand, and his example wm followed by tlie whole 
alTembly. She next prefented nerfelf at the window to the guards, and to the people, 
who fliouted acclaHationsof “ Long live Catharine,” while Mentchikof Icattercd among 
them handfuls of money *. 1 ’hus, fa}s a contemporary, the Emprefs was railed to the 
throne by the guards, in the fame matmer as the Roman Emperors by the Praetorian 
cohorts, without either the appointment of the people or of tiie legions t* 

The reign of Catharine may be confidered ab the reign of Mentchikof? the Emprefs 
having neither inclination nor abilities to direct ,lhO helm of government ; and flie placed 
the mod implicit confidence in the original author of her good fortune, and the foie in- 
ftrument of her deviation to the throne. 

During her fhort reign her life was very irregular ; fhe was extremely averfe to bufi- 
nefs, would frequently pafs whole nights in the open air, and was particularly intemperate 
in the ufe of tokay-winfe, in which fhc often indulged hcrfelf to excefs Thefe irre- 
gularities, joined to a cancer and a dropfy, haftened her end, and fhe eKpiitd on the 17th 
of May 1727, a little more than two years after her acceffion to the throne, and in the 
39th year of her age. 

As the deaths of fovereigns in defpoiic countries are feldom imputed to natural caufer, 

_ that of Catharine was alfo attributed to poifon ; as if the diforders which preyed upon 
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to the grave. Some aflert, that fhe was poi- 
foned by a glafe of fpirituous liquor ; others by a pear given to her by General Diever. 
Sufpiclons alfo fell upon Prince Mentchikof, who, a Ihort time before her deceafe, had 

a trilling mifunderftanding with her, and who was accufed of haftening her death, 

% 

This acebunt of the clcftion of CatTjanne is due/ly ^xtratE^ed from Bafrcvitis, Vidio adiflrd Pi ince Mentchi- 
kof In this revolution, and certainly mud ded rvc credit fir as he chofe to difeover the fecrct cabals. Ofher 
author# rebte this event fomewhat difftientiy ; but this difference is fiafdy rrconcilcd» #nd the main fatEls 
continue the lame. Bufehiner aflcits^ as he was infoi med by Count Munje^ tha^ was rip fooncr deady 
than the feu#te and nobles affembled in the paUcc, uokifown to Mentchikof, ijho, being informed of their 
meeting, repaired to the palace, and was refuted admittance; upon which he ft nt foi General Buiteilio, 
with a company of guards, and burning open the do^r of the ai^artm^nt",* declared Catharine Emprefs. 
3ofchmg7 vol* i. p. 15 ; alfo Ebaurbe, dtc p, 50, The AuRrian envoy fays, that General Butterlin 
threatened to maflacre thV icnatc if the members did not acknowledge Catltarine. But we have alieady 
feen, from thf authority of BaiTcvitr, that many of the nobles, ^c^tr&aircd to the ptJacc in oppofition to 
Mentchikof; ih#t General Butterlrn had high* word^ wilS Erij^ K.epftin and the oppofitc party; that 
MentchTkoPs prefbnea utterly difeoncerted litgrn'*; and it is proljilible that both he and Buiterliu might have 
threatened the nobles, which might not chufeto reK^rd^ as he wab willing to make tlj.e nomination 

of Catharine as imantmoua as poifibles although “C'cftainfi que Catharine fAtfit I# feeptre* 

qu’eUe meritoit a li Tufte titre In a word, thefe accounts 'aVe eafily reconclleable; they all prove 

one fadt, that Mentciitkof, either by hipifelf or hi> S^its, by bribes, pl-omifes, and 
bility to proclaim Catharine* 

f Aoilnaii envoy m Bufehing xi p joa. T(, JUm. Mag« 111. V9:a» 

4 ‘ that 
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(hat he might reign with ftill more abfolute power during the minori^,df Peter H. But 
thefci reports defeife no credit, and were merely derivediirom the fpirit of party, or from 
popular rumour. • . 

Catharine was in her perfon under the middle Ttze, and in her youth delicate and 
well-formed, but inclined to corpulency as Ae jidvanced in years. .She had a fair com- 
plexion, dark eyes, and light hair, which Aewas accuftomed to dye black *,*Shc could 
neither read nor write 1 1 her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her name, particularly to 
her lafl: will and teftament, and Count Ofterman generally put her lignaturc to the pub- 
lic decrees and difpatcW. Her abilities were greatly exaggerated of bet panegyrills. 
Gordon, who had frequently feen her, feems to have reprefented her character with the 
grcatell juftnefs, •when he fays, She was a very pretty welUookt woman, of good 
fenfe, but not of that fublimity of wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagination, which 
Ionic people have believed. The great rcafon why the Tzar was fo fond of her, was 
her exceeding good temper } &e never was feen pecvifli or out of Rumour j obliging 
and civil to all, and never forgetful of her former condition ; withal, mighty gratclul.” 
Catherine maintained the pomp of majefty united with an air of eafe and grandeur ; and 
Peter frequently exprefled his admiration at the proprietyVitb which flie fupported her 
high ftation, without forgetting that Ae was not born to (hat dignity , 

She bore her elevation meekly, and was never, as Gordon afferts, forgetful of her 
former condition. When Wunnb §, who was tutor to Gluck’s children at the time that 
Catharine was a domeftic in the fame family, prefented himfelf before her after the 
public folemnization of hej" marriage with Peter, Ae faid, “ What, thou good man, art 
thou ilill alive ! I will provide for thee;” and gave him a pcnfion. She was alfo no 
Icfs attentive to tlic family of her benefaftor Gluck, ■who died a prifoiier at Mofeow ; 
Ac penfioned his widow, made his fon a page, portioned the two cldeft daughters, a^d 
appointed the youngeft a' maid of honour. If we may believe Weber, Ae frequently 
inquired after her firft hufband, and, when Ae lived^ with Prince Mtntchikof, ufed few 
crctly to fend him fmall fums of money, until, in 1705, he was killed in a ikirmiA with 
the enemy. In a conference with General Schlippenbapk, who had commanded the 
SwediA army, wh?n Ae was taken captTve by the Ruffians, Ae aAed him, “ whether 
her Spoufe John was not a brave foldior ?” ' Sthlij^penback replying, >* Am not I one 
alfo?” her Majefty anfwered in the affirmative; but repeating 'he queftion, he replied, 
“ yes, pleafe your Majesty ; and I may boaft to h,ive had me honour of having him 
under my command |(.” But the mofl; noble part of her charader was Irer peculiar hu- 
manity and comp^on. Motraye has paid a handfome tribute to tins excellence. 
** She had in feme fort the government of all his (^Peter’s) paflions ; and even faved the 


* Ihr feh'ioai'titt hoar v>nr tluhtnatuerlich^Jondimsefatthi,'’ kc. Hid. Mag voL lii. 

p. 190. ' " H«r bUck hair waa not natural, bat’poloured. On her firft life the coarfeiitfa of her Iiasda 
proved that ihe had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew whiter and wtiUer.’' Thefe tir- 
cum(laniS;a,we nay readily believe, bccaofe the lady from whom nufehing received the information cotild 
eafily know whetlter Cathaiine’a hair wasblaik, or her bands coaife, although (he might be deieived iu 
what relates to her family, 

+ BafrevltSiPkapy. Bufehing, xl p. 481. , . . j 

J Sen ipeuje hitit atte luf euilant% eMfermemeitf d ta volenti du menarque, la femfe intfirialt, qui It gfuatif tt 
tafeettnant avre nn d/f fnrprenant at grandeur et A cqfantt, '* Le tzar pe *«*■—•' jv— /-r-i- 

^V//r pej^edaiti 'fifen fln itefTt^ea^ d* f* trter mb^ratruit fant etiblier an'tile 


je le^tt d'adtnirlr ht lafetu 
neU 'ttiquit fioini. Bafievitz in 


^ Limof ^ter. vol fiJ. p, zj8. 

^ n BUfcIftbgnad the above aneddotc from a lady who was prefent at this conference. HfH. Mag. vol. 
p. ito. ' 

lives 


m. 
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lives of a great many more perfons than Le Fort was able to j ihe in^ired him vnth 
that humamty which, in the opinion of hisfobje^, mitnre feemedtb have denied ^im« 
Ji. word from her mouth, in favour of sf wretch, juft going to be facrificed to his anger, 
would diferm him } but if he was fully refolved to fatisfy that paiBon, he would give 
orders for the execption when fee was abfent, for fear fee feould plead for the viftim *.’* 
In a word ji to ufe the cxpreffion of the celebrated Munic, El/e hoit proprmerit h me- 
diatrice tilth lemomrque at fesfujets f.** 

* ti 

Chai^, "XIL-— Alexey PdroDitch.’—Principles on nuhich Peter jujiljied bti atclujion from 
the Throne.-— EjfH^ls of his bad Edtuation. — Dread of his Father.— ^Efcape from Peterf 
burgh.— His Trial and Condemnation. — Inquiry into-the Caufe of his Death.— Account 
of his Wife Charlotte Chrijiina Sophia of Brunfwick.—Circun^ances of her death.— 
Falfe Rumours of her Efcape and Adventures, 

ALEX'EY, the foie fruit of the inaufpicious marriage between Peter the Great and 
Eudocia Lapukin, was born in 16^0, and never was the birth of any Prince more un> 
fortunate to himfelf, to his parents^ and to his country. 

The principles on which Peter attempted to juftify the exclufionof his fon from the 
throne, appear from a curious letter, written m 1715 by an Auftrian Ambaifador at 
Peterfcurgh, to the prime minifter at Vienna : 

J ** In my laft 1 informed your excellency that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
the fentimentsof the Tzar, and 1 feall now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
will lurprize you. Being at dinner laft Sunday at the vicc>chancellor ShafHruPs, in 
company with the Tzar, His Majefty did me the honour to converfe with me upon dif- 
ferent topics. Thedifeourfe turning upon the late King of France, His Majeity faid, 
** Certainly France was never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. neverthelefs, 
when 1 cbnfider the little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingdom after 
his demife, I have no longer the fame efteem for his memory, which 1 have hitherto 
held For his great and heroic a£lions. Louis'!!^ IV. at his advanced age, could not rea- 
fonably indulge the hopenf a much longerlife; if, therefore, he difeovered in the infant 
^Louis XV.) his fucceflbr, any evident marks of a future incapacity to reign, why did he 
entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt any means, however defperate, 
that may tend to fecure the throne to himfelf,? Why did he not exclude the Duke of 
Orleans from a feare in the regency ? Or, if he knew the Duke to be a man of a fupe* 
rior genius, as he undoubtedly is ; and his great graadfon, either on account of his 
tender age or feme corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, why did he not declare a . 
peribn olTuch abilities as the Duke of Orlean:^ his fucceftbr ? By thefe means his grand 
I'yftera would have ftood unfeaken even byhis death ; whereas we have hbw every rea- 
fon to, conclude that France will decline.’* 1 rhade aufwer, “' That as, according to 
the fuhdathcntaMaws of the kingdom, the firft Prince of the blood is . Regent during 
the King?s minority,. Louis XIV. could not exclude, the Duke of Orleans froin the re** 
gen' . ythodt breaking the law of fucceffion, which no Kihj» of Prance eould venture 
to ..uringe/* *^Thercfore,** replied tire Tzar, “a Prince^ who, by facrificing his 
health, and even frequehtly expoftng liis life, had at length, tendered his country re- 

^ Mortraye’s Travels, vol. iii. p. 1 3 1 * 

> Ebauche, p 54- ‘‘ She was the medi'a^ix between* the 

1 Ikiich. Hill, Mag. Hi p. See. ^ i 

, fpedabio 
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^e£table and formidable, would, according to pur hypothefis, be conftrained to fuSer 
the fruits of hia labours to be deftroyed in the hands of iv madman, provided he was his 
neareft relation. 1 own I am not of your opinion. It is by no means fufficienr, that a 
monarch Hiould exert himfelf to aggrandize his (late, and render it (lourilhing during 
his life, but he ought alfo by wife precautions to perpetuate its glory after his demife, 
which can in no other manner be effefled than by appointing an heir who fliall beH:apa- 
ble, not only to maintain his acquifitions and preferve his eftabliihnients, but alfo to 
execute the reft of his defigns, were he even to feleft him from the croud of his fub- 
jefls. You,*’ added he, “ would tax a Prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave his 
ftate, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood in his veins, fhould attempt to alter ■ 
the fucceflion of his blood ; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft of all 
cruelties, to facrifice the fafety of the Itate to th§ mere right of eftablilhed fucceilion. 
l.et us fuppofe that the fuccelfor has not the qualities rcquifite for a fovereign ; a con- 
vent, and not a throne, is a proper afylum for weak princes. David, for example, had 
niany fons ; but as he found not in the eldeft thaqualities which a King of Ifrael ought 
to poflefs, he chofe the youngeft for his fucceflbr : God himfelf approved the Cnoice, 
inftead of blaming him for not paying regard to the pretenfions of primogeniture, which 
was neverthelcfs highly refpefled by the Jews. If the gin^Tene (making me touch at 
the fame time he end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obliged, although it is 
part of my body, to cut it oft'? or ihould’I not be guilty of fuicide ? , ' 

“ In fhort, I now comprehend the caufe of the law lately introduced by the Tzar, 
which adjudges all real eltates of a family to one of the male children ; but leaves to the 
father the abiblute power of appointing his heir without confidering the right of primo- 
geniture. 1 am now convinced that the Tzar has in his own mind decreed the exclufion 
of his eldeft fon ; and that we fhall one day fee Alexey, with his head^fliaven, thruft 
into a monaftery, and obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and chaunting ; 
hymns. ^ ’ 

Nov. 15 , 17.15.’* 

I'he prophecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, though, inftead of being fhut up 
in a convent, the wretched Prince expired in prifon. The circumftances which Occa- ? 
fioned his exclufion ?.nd death are well known j but as we have received them through 
the medium of his accufersi we ought to be careful in giving credit to all the charges ; 
with which his memory has been ftigmatized.. One fafl * iS incontrovertible, that his 
education was fharaefully negleded, and that he was a ftranger to the reftraints necelTary 
at his age, until the time of introducing proper habitudes had altnoft clapl'ed. He was 
committed toth^care of women, and to the iaftrutlion of Ruffian prielts, the loweft 
and mort ignorant of men, who inflilled into him all the prejudices of their religion^ 
and were continually inveighing againft hij father for the abolition of many barbarous, 
cuftoras, which they had long confidered with reverential awe. Nor was he releafed 
from this wretched fpecies of tuition before the eleventh year of his age j when Baron 
Huyfen, a man of great merit and ability, was appointed his governor; Under this ju* 
dicious inftructor he feems to have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his early pre- : 
judiccs might have gradualiy worn away, had not Prince Mentchikwf contrived to re- 
move the only perfon who was likely to inftil iiitodiim proper principles of adlion, and. 
alTumed the luperintendence of his education. 'But as Mcntchikof t fcarcely ever faw 
him, and placed about him the moft improper perlons, he feems to have intemlonally 

* See M^moii-e abregc fur I» vie da fzareviteh Alexei Petrovitch, in Buf. Hift. Mag. p. 195. 

t Bttf. H. M. p. 196. ^ 

3 abandoned, 
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abandoned him to the company of the lowed wretches,' by whom he was encouraged 'fn 
continual ebriety, and every kind of ^cefs ; yet this defigning miniflcr artfully extorted 
from the tzarovitch, in prifon, a confbihon that he was the only perfon who had taken 
any care of his education *. 

Peter concehred an early prejudice againft his fon, and infpired him with fuch leiror, 
that to avoid drawing before his father, the young Prince once difeharged a piftol 
againft his own right hand. All perfons, however, join in condemning the imprudence 
and obftinacy of Alexey, which warped his judgment, and at times traniporied him t<> a 
degree of infanity. Bnicc, who knew him well, gives the following account of his per- 
fon and maitncrsj and as he was n<»t prejudiced againft him, his tt(|(limony inufl. be 
efteemed more valid than all the laboured accufatioris of his enemies. 

“ The Czarowitz arrived in Molcow this winter C*7>4) where I law him for the firft 
time. He kept a mean Fiulandifli girl for his miftrefs. I went often with the General 
to Wait on him ; and he came frequently to the General’s houfe, attended by very mean 
and low perfons. He was very flovonly In his drefs ; his perfon was tall, well made, 
of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes, of a ftern countenance, and ftrong voice, 
lie frequently did me the honour to talk with me in German, being fully mailer of 
that language ; he was sraored by the populace, but little refpefted by the fuperior 
ranks, for whom he never fticwed the leaft regard. He was always furrounded by a 
number of debauched ignorant pricHs, and other mean perfons of bad charadlcr, in 
whofe company he aiiyays rcflc^cd on bis father's conduft for abolUhing the antient 
cuftoms of the counti^, declaring, that as foon as he came to fucceed, he Ihould foon 
reftore RulHu to its former Hate; and threatening to deftroy, without referve, all. his 
father’s favourites. This he did fo often, and with fo little referve, that it could not 
mifs reaching the Emperor’s ears ; and it was generally thought he now laid the foun- 
dation of that ruin he afterwards met with.” 

And agaiq, “It was very remarkable, that the Prince nevqjj^ appeared at any of the 
public meetings, when His Majelly was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
fuel) as birth-days, celebrating of victories, launching of Ihips, See. General Bruce, 
who lived next door to the Prince, had orders always to give the Prifice notice the clay 
before of fuch public days or meetings, and I had the honour to carry and deliver the 
mclTage ; but his Highnefs, to avoid appearing in public, cither took phy fic or let blood, 
always making his e^ufe, that he couid> not attend for want of health *, when at the 
fame time, k was notorioufly known that he got drunk in very bad company, when he 
ufed conftantly to condemn all his father’s aftioys f.” 

Inflamed by continual drunkennefs, and worn out by pcrfccution, hb was dtiven to a 
ft ltd of defperation ; and in 1716, fuddenly renouncing his right^liil^cceflSon in favour 
of Peter’s fon by Catharine, he demanded, permiflion to.retircTn^o a convent. Bui 
foon afterwards, adopting the advice of his principal adhe^rettts, hb efcaped to Vienna'; 
with a view to iheltcr hiq^ ftrom the refentment of his father, Charles VI. feflt him firft 
folnfprttck in the Tyrol, and afterwards removed him, for ftill greater' fecttrity, to the 

• L’EvcCt|He jQidKes the folloviring juft rcftlAious upon tbi# uhaccoiii^tablc cifcuhfiftance# 
qu'ilait fait fmccrement tsf Je lui^mlmej iloge /ohfs gue Memhthnf avoU prU de fm tducaiion ; hrfqu*onfidt 

d*aUkurs ^ Mmchikcf ippmbait de hi tout: ^ MusJrm pn qutdn jpU pcff^ an tsf m lui parl^ qv^a'atu k ton 
du mtprk k plus dur k fJus outrageant f ;,Si k favori do Pitrrt^ fami da Cafba^het 

fte paut^ptt pas ltn\a^oirj£ 8 e de vtima 4 oot ca vmkltjuijaira Jitet ^ JHIitt, dq RulBc, Xw p, 44a. 

This conje^ure greaUy.ftrenf;tfacne 4 .by cpufidrripg that tba €iil0i!iu«)i obtained 

irem Alexey in priTon hy Tojftoci the uxtaturfs, of 

f Rruce’s Memoirs^ p. 100 and 127^ 
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cattle ;pf St. Elinci;at iePretly betra^tt^y Ws l^inlanditti mittcefsi whom 

he is, ire;^tad;4b hatre^ by the folemn promifes pf'ifbrigive- 
nefs, he ^ by the emHIajies-of to Mofcowr», i llaVr 

ing there folemiily renounced all right of fucceffioh to the crown, he was conveyed ty 
Peter&urgh* thrown iiita the forjrefsi tried by and condemned to 
fuffef deathi . Thp afts of hia procefs and condemnation are well known^ being publiihed 
by order of the Eujperar# ah4%W:?d be i^^ 

^Whatever: prejudices ■werihay'haye efttei^ained agamtt^^^^A^^ cannot perufc the 

trial without being (hoiked at the cruel and unjuft mode with which it was conduited ; 
when his merri|efs: per'fecutofrs eagerly laid; hold, of every advantage afibrded by his 
youth and fimphcSty i . when hi? Fiulandifli miftrefe, who was afterwards penfioried for 
her atteftations, depofed every angry exprelTton againfl; his father, Which flie ever recol* 
lefted to have fallen from, him in rhe niofl unguarded moments : W'lien not only his 
words and adions were brought to witnels agaiiift him, but his very thoughts fcruiiiuzed, 
and his own confelfion extorted in priibn e.mplSyed to; convifl him. 'indeed many of 
his own depotitions, which tend moll to criminate him, by difeovering iiHentiOns of rt^ 
bellion, were not openly acknowledged, but only figned in priron ; and a iignal differ- 
ence is ^remarkable between his confeffions during.bis fiVft examination at ryJofeoW, which 
was more publicj and thofe made at Peteriburghj wbeh his trial was chiefly conducted 
in private before Peter ‘and his imraeditMte,, confidents t .circumllances which feem to 
prove the inflidion of torture. ^ : 

With refpeft to Alexey’s deathi; two opmions'prevaili oneadvawed in the manifeflo 
of Peter, that he was feized with an apoplectic fit, and died of conyulfions occafloned 
by the violent pafiions of his mind and the terrors of death s the other, that he was 
I'ecretly executed in prifnn. The latter is moft entitled to belief* hotwithftanding the 
' affertions of Peter, and the apology of his, paneg)’ritts* ■ 

Of all the accounts of the Prince’s death* that given by BufcKing f is the moll proba- 
ble j he pofitively affini^, that he was beheaded by order of his father, and that Marfiial 
Weyde performed the office of executioner. He received the intelligenre from Ma^- 
dame Cramer, a lady at Peterfburgh, who was in high confidence, both with Peter anid ; 
Catharine, and was employed in fewing the bead to his body before it lay in ftate. dur- 
ing my flay at Peterlbqrgh, I was at feme pains to authenticate this faft j but found it 
extremely difficult to obtain any, pofitive information iroTicerning foTeCret a tranfaftion. 
The moft material circumftances l . could colled were communicated by,, an intimate 
acquaintance of the above-mciitioned lady :■ he alTured me thab he always .found her 
extremely ayerfe fi) bold any difeourfe on the death of Alexfeyj: that fke Teemed ex- 
ceedingly Ihocked whenever the. topic was introducedj and n cOuld be further 
(Sxtorted from iherj than that flie was the^erfon who prepared^ body for the cere- 
mony of lying in flate. This. unwiflingnels of tho lad^^^ upon the fubje'd, toge- 

ther ; with her cteiaiMon that Ihe ptsepafed tim body* adds a great degree of donfirmatioa 
tpthe acp4u»f'Qf;flm|;hmg.-;; '' ^ ■ 

An adtlitiofmi proof, in favburi^^^ received from an Englifb gentleman { of 

undpobted vbyadty^iwhd affored me,Trorai^ information of Princbi'Cahteimf’s fecre- 

• '• voVitv'.'A’rtiJymbre Hreum^^ . 

But'Hif* Mag;';viDik; "'-AIR) ^iIrodudi<yn W;n)l...i3tv'--; - ■ ' r.-yv'.'V- '■ 

Mh Kuft, who Jilf, Of tbeJaic 

bcca mi intimately ac<juainietV a^; ^ whtf had been fecretary. Cau- 

temuy Wftf thcn eight/ yeata of tbt iife of P«t« lii but^ 

them to 

tary. 
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tary, with whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that Alejccy v^as beheaded in 
prifon. As Prince Cantemir was in high favour with Peter, the intelligence of his con> 
fidential fecretary mull carry great weight. This fa6h appears fo well attefted, that many 
German hiflorians have adopted it without referve, and in feveral genealogical tables of 
the imoerial family, Alexey is inferted as beheaded. A paflage, however, in Bruce’s 
Memoirs, feems at fird fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence, and to prove that 
he was'poifoned. 

“The trial J was begun on the 25th of June, and continued to the 6th of July,. when 
this fupreme court, with unanimous confent, pafled fentence of .death upon the Prince, 
but left the manner of it to His Majclly’s determination : the Prince was brought before 
the court, his fentence was read to him, and he*was reconveyed to the fortrefs. On 
the next day. His Majelly, attended by all the fenators and bifliops, with feveral others 
of high rank, went to the fort, and entered the apartments where the Tzarovitch was 
kept prifoner. Some little time thereafter, Marihal "Weyde came out, and ordered me 
to go to Mr. Bear’s the druggift, wliofe (hop was hard-by, and tell him to make the po- 
tion ftrong which he had befpoke, as the Prince was then very ill ; when I delivered 
this meflaire to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a lhaking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmoft confufion ; which furprized me fomuch, that "I afked him what 
was the matter with him, but he was unable to return me any anfwer : in the mean time 
the Marihal himieif came in, much in the fame condition with the druggift, faying, he 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the Prince was very ill of an apopleftic fit ; 
upon this the druggift (delivered him a filver cup with a cover, which the Marihal him- 
felf carried into the Prince’s apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went like one 
drunk. About half an hour after, the Tzar, with all his attendants withdrew, w'iih 
very difmal countenances ; and when they went, the Marftial ordered me to attend at 
the Prince’s apartment, and in cafe of any alteration, to inform him immediately thereof. 
There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, and 
the officer on guard, I dined on what had- been dreffed for the Prince’s dinner. The 
phyficians were called in immediately after to attend the Prince, who was ftruggling 
out of onejconvulfion into another, and after great agonies, expired at;five o’clock in 
the afternoon. I went directly to inform the Marihal, and he went that moment to ac- 
quaint His Majefty, who ordered the corpfe to be embowelled, after which it^was laid 
in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and pall of rich gold tilfue fpread over it ; it was 
then carried out of the fort to the church of the Holy Trinity, where the corpfe lay in 
ftate till the 1 ith in the evening, when it was carried back to the fort, and depofited 
in the royal burying vault, next the coffin of the Princefs his late confort, on which 
occafion the Tzar and Tzariiia,. and the chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion. 
Various were the reports that were fpread concerning his death ; it was given out pub- 
licly, that on hearing his fentence of death pronounced, the dread thereof threw him 
into an apoplectic fit, of which he died : very few believed he died a natural deatbybut it 
was dangerous for people to fpeak as they thought. The minifters of the Emperor, and the 
ftates of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeaking their minds too freely on this 
occafion, and up6n complaint againft ‘them, were 

From this account it appears that th&^ripc^^MlHPiKnve when Pete^, with the 
nobles and bilhops, remained in the 'foi^ppliif aii^BaT ne died in the interval between 
their departure and the afternoon; buf it by no means follows, even from this ftate of 
the cafe, that the l^arovitch was poifoned. For can we fuppofe that Peter would Order 

♦ Bruce’s Memoirs^ p« 185—187. 

a dofe 
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a <j0fe of poifqin to be prepared' fot; hk Ton at a cheinift’s {liop, and that JVfarftia! Vv^'eyde : 
^Avould; ifen# for k wi Ma^ vw hot raihier’ihfer that the 

pptiprt WP.S a hiedicine fihiikr to, f%re;which had prcfcribed Tor'tha Pnhce, 

who had fcjr'Torne fihie been extrehtely Tftdifpored f 'T’dc fright of the cliepiift might • 
proc^eed ffbtn his deliverihg“a thedkioe for the TskrbvltbK, who was faid to be ih tjlfe 
agonies bf death j as in a tlefpotfc countryV ;and' 'under afovereign as Peter, his 
o\yn iafety might be iiirolvcd in the cat^kfopho. The agihmon of Marfhal Wey ie wili 
be ftili niore iatisTaflorily accounted for; if, according to Biifching, he was preparing 
to perform, or had dlrekly pOiforniOS the execution. ’ 

The principal cifcurnlferice which feeins to contraih'tS; the opinion that be was be- 
Jtcacled k, thaf if Bruce’s narrative is to be dejiiftide-d upon, the Prince, when be fell 
afterwards into repeated convulhpnt*, 'wss vifiled by the phyficiaus ; and yet, if BuT- 
ching’s accotint can bo relied on, h,e mull: linve been already' beheaded ; as Marfhal 
"VVeyde, acc{)rding to Bruce, bad finally qijittcd the iortfefs. But it is polisbic that the 
phylicians, a Irhotigli ordered to attend the Prince, might be prevented from feeing him ; 
it is polubie that Marfhal Weyde might have fJcretly returned to the foftrefs V'ithout 
the knowledge of Colonel Bruce ; it is poflible that Bruce hunfelf, a^ being ail intimate 
friend of the Marfiud, might have been entrufted with the fecreti but was unwilling to 
record, in his Memoirs, fo horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally repugnant to the ma- 
nifefto ol the Eniperon When the ferret execution of the heir apparent in a defpotic 
empire becomes the fubjeft of inquiry, it muft always be difficult to afeertain the truth ; 
and it would be unrcafonable to eXpeiEl; that no Gontradicitory'drcumftances fhould occur 
in the different relations of fuch a myftcrious tranfaflion ; when even in the moll com- 
mon occurrences, no two perfons would relate the fame event precifeJy in the fame 
manner. 

Catharine is not free from fufpicion of being concerned in ihk hotrid affair, becaufe 
her foil by Peter was declared fuceefl'or, and becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the management 
of the procefs and ptinte examination of Alexiiy were chiefly entrufted, was a creature 
of Mentchikof. This accufation of Catharine could be only a mere furmife, and her' 
interference, if the really interfered, muft have been To fecret as riot to have been dif- 
covered. Peter himfelf exculpated her, openly teftifying that fhe interceded for his 
fon’s life, and reqU.'fted, that inltcad of being put to death, he might be confined in a 
convent. Not to mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the well known 
humanity of Catharine} there Was no occafion to iiritate the lavage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to inflitl the fevereft punilhment upon his forf, who*threatened to 
deltroy in a moment that vaft fabric of glory and power which he had employed 
. years in eredting. The monarch who could himfelf attend the inflitlion of torture, 
who had occafionally performed the 'office of executioner, and who even ordered 
the firft pai'trier of hiis bed to be fcbnrged,' would ‘ riot require any incitement to 
command tbe executbri of a fori, whom he had publicly treated with the moft; inhuman 
ferocity.V'^ 

A note, written with Peteps own hand tri Count Romanzof, who, in conjundion 
. with Tolftoi, brought the unfortunate Alexby from Naples, will difplay the inflexible 
‘ fpirk of that Monarch, wjjo forgot the feelings *of a father in his anxiety for the public 
good. I grant yOuthe ranks of.major-generqi'and lieutenant-general, arid tbeeftates 

of Alexander t, in confideratiop of the %nal fervice which 

*. vitas ... 

t Two of Alexey^a unforttinkte, others were executed upou thii occafion. 

VOL VI, 53 you 
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you have juft conferred, not only upon me, but what is moK, upon your country, in 
bringing back^iim, who by bis tarth is my fon, and by his adions, the enemy of Ms 
l||(ther and of his’country * 

’ /rhe wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, was daughter of Louis Rodolph of 
Brunfwick Blakenburgh, and After of Elizabeth ChriAina^ confort of the Emperor 
Charles VI. She Was bom on the 29th of Auguft 1 694, efpoufed on the 25th of OQo- 
ber 171 1, the Tzarovitcfa Alexey, and in July of the enfuing year made her entrance 
into Peterfburgh f. 

Although this amiable Princefs was the choice of Alexey, who faw her at her fether’s 
court, yet he treated her with the iitmoft negleft, and devoted hi'mfelf to his favourite 
miftrefs Euphrofyne, a Finlandiflt girl ^ff the lowcft extraftion. 

It does not indeed appear that the Prince, according to the report of fome writers, 
frequently (truck her ; for had he been fufliciently brutal, he would have been reftrained 
by apprehenfions of his father ; who, as well as Catharine, always exprefled the ftrong- 
eft compalllon for her wretched fituation, and,lhowed her conftant proofs of his affieftion. 

Jtier hufband’s unconquerable antipathy was chiefly derived from his fufpicions that 
ihe lodged complaints againft him to the Emperor. Unfortunately her domeltic uncafi- 
nefs was increafed by Juliana Princefs of Eaft-Friefland, who accompanied her into 
Ruflia, and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead of endeavouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-afforted union were Natalia,' who was born at Peterfburgh in 
1714, and died at Mofeow in 1728} and a Prince, afterwards Peter II. who was brought 
into the world on the 2;^d of October, 1715, The confequences of her delivery, and 
the melancholy which had long preyed upon her frame, hurried her prematurely to the 
grave, on the 2d November, in the twenty-firft year of her age. The approach of 
death was aifedling to all but her hufband and herfelf ; her ipirit was fo much fubdued 
by affliction, that (he eonfidered her diflblution as a welcome releafe from all her fuffer- 
ings ; and faid to her phyiicians, Do not torment me any more, for 1 will live no 
longer 

On the day which preceded her deceafe, fhe. dictated a petition to Reter the Great, 
which may be eonfidered as her will : “The moft humble and laft entreaties from the 
under>written to His Imperial Majefly. i. His Imperial Majefty will order my funeral 
as he fhall think proper. 1 could with, neverthelefs, that my body may he buried in a 
place where it may remain undifturbed until thefecond coming of our Saviour. 2. Both 
my beloved children I recommend to the care and afieCtion of his Imperial Majefty, my 
gracious father>in-]aw, that they may be educated according to their birth and ftation. 

3. 1 leave my jewels and other valuable things in gold and filver to my children ; and a 
reafonable part of my clothes and linen to ray coufin the Princefs of Eaft-Friefland. 

4 . 1 befeech his Imperial Majefty graciouily to permit thofe perfons who accompanied 
tne hither to return, and to defray the expenceof their journey. 5. On account of the 
dearoefs this place, and becaufe my fervants were ftrangers, I have contra&ed fome 
debts, which I intreat his Imperial Majefty to difeharge, that 1 may be remembered with 
honour, and that no unworthy reports may be circulated after my death. The fums 
■which the crown will fave by my deceale, may be emplbyeCLin difeharging ihefe debts, 
fince it is God’s will that I depart from this world fo prematurely and unexpededly. 

• • •. 

* This notCf which has not yet appeared in print» was communicated to me by a RuiBari nobleman, the 
grandfon of Count Romanzof, who jfavoured me with a tranflation froim the original. 

f This account of the Princefs is chiefly taken from Mulleris Ven der Princtlfin fon WoBcnbucttcl 
sds vcrmahlten Rni&fchen Kronprinceflin.*’ In Buf. Hiil. Mag* xr. p* 234. 

1 Bruce^s Memoirs, p, 148* ^ 

6oMjr 
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6. My unfoi*efeeft and untimely death is alfo the caufc of my being unable to recom- 
pcnfe my domeftics, who had thd care of regulating my expences; and as I am perfediy 
iatisfied that my fecretafies Cluver and John Clement,' who had charge of my difburf- 
ments, have ferved me with fidelity and honour, I humbly entreat that their accouiijs,' 
which have receipts, may be paffed, and that the other expenditures may be admitted 
upon their oath. I jepofe fuch confidence in bis Imperial Majefty, ‘that I trufl hb will 
not rejeft this my laft requefl; morp particularly when I reflect on the repeated in- 
(lances which I have experienced of his paternal tendernefs and affedion. 1 have this 
alfo to add, that I am only concerned to leave this world at a time when his Imperial 
Majefty is indifpofed a circmnftance which has prevented me from thanking him in 
perfon for the frequent proofs I have received Of his kindnefs and regard. May the 
Almighty be his aid and protedor ; and may he add thofe years to his life which aye 
taken from mine ; which I likewife feithfully, and with my whole heart, implore for Her 
Majefty the Emprefs ; and, after returning my acknowledgments due to them for the 
repeated inftances of their love and goodnefs, 1 expire, the moft humble and moil 
obedient daughter of both- their Majelties, 

“ Charlotte Christina Sophia *.** 

** St. PeterfiurghyOSlober iiy 

Her ardent defire to fee the Emperor before (he expired was gratified. Peter, who was 
at Schlufielburgh at the time of her delivery, had fet oft' upon the firft news of that intel- 
ligence for Peterlburgh ; but on his arrival in the capital, was feized (vith a fudden ill- 
nefs, which confined him to his chamber. On perufing the affedionate expreilions of 
her attachment, he was placed on a machine rolling upon wiieels, and conveyed to her 
apartment. The interview was awful ; llie took leave of him in the moft moving lan- 
guage and afl'eding manner, recommending her children to his care, and her fervanrs 
to his protedion, and received from him every confolation which her fituation would 
admit, together with the ftrongeft aflurances that all her wilhes fliould be fulfilled. She 
then embraced her children, and having bedewed them with tears, delivered them into 
the hands of her hulband, whom decency obliged to be prefent at this tender feene. . 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftruggling with fucceeding agonies, (he expired 
at midnight f. » 

She died a member of tlyc Lutheran religion, which (lie had in vain been folicited to 
renounce ; and nothing conveys a ftronger proof of the high efteem in which (he was 
held by the Emperor, than her interuieat in a Ruffian church : her remains were de- 
pofited, on the 8th of November, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, with all 
the funeral honours due to her exalted ftation. 

I have been thus particular in relating the principal circumftances which attended her 
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interefting to every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe 
an extraordinary account of this Princefs appeared in France. Soon after her delivery, 
it is faid, (he perfuaded her attendants to circulate a report of her death ; and her huf- 
band, who paid no attention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to be buried without 
delay ; a piece of wood fubftituted in the place of the body, was interred in the cathe- 
dral, and the Princefs mado her efcape into France. Apprehenfive of difeovery, (he 
embarked for Loffifiana, and married a French (bijcant, who had formerly been at' 
Peterlburgh, to whom (he bore a daughter. In 1752 (he came with her huiband to 
Paris, was difeovered as (he was walking in the Thuilleries by Mar(hal Saxe, who pro* 

* Muller ID Buf. xv, p. 2^7. t Muller aad Bruce. 

5 B 2 mifed 
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mifed fecwqr, and pfpcuirfed ’a cbmmiiTion for hqr hufband fp tlie lije of-^urbon. 
Having loft h^r hufband and iibndj, ihej in 1754, retii^ed to Paris 

K be bills upoft the l‘;aft India 'Cbtiipahy, which fhe brought ‘ in hbi* hufband’s name, 
‘ing refuft’d becaufe fhe couM not prove hcrfclf to’ b# his wife ; a gentleman, whom 
flie had known in the Tile df'Bv)urbon, offered his affiftatlce^ which fte declined^ She 
confdl’si.! id this gentleman her real character ; and from him the^^uthor.of the account 
pretends to have received thefc a’necdotes ; adding, ihe fooh afterwards difappeared, 
and retired to the court of her nephew the .Duke of Brunfwick. In this woiiderful 
nairative, the King of France, it is’ faid, pidyately acknowledged her, and even enjoined 
the governor of (he Ifie of Bourbph, to. pay her the honours dhe to her npnk. It is 
added, that 'the fame Monarch, in a letter written with hi^ own hand, communicated 
this difeovery. to the Emprefs of Germany^ (then Queen of Hungary,), who thanked the 
King for his iutelligcnce, and immediately wrote to the fuppofed Princefs as to her aunt, 
advifed her to quit" her hofbaud and child^ whom the King of .France hgd promifed to 
provide for j and invited her to Vienna. 

Although I had hide reafoh to give credit to an anonymous author; and the whole 
ftory bears the air of fiffion, I made it the fubjeft of my refearches. I found, on in- 
quiry, that the circumftances of her death could not be doubted, and accorded with the 
accounts which ! have before related ; I was, moreover, informed by a Ruffian noble- 
man, that his mother attended the Princefe in l\er illnefs ; that fhe waS' a wituefs to her 
lafl; moments, and faw the corpfe laid in ftate, when perfons of all ranks were admitted 
to kifs the hand«of the deceafed 

It is certain, from a paffage in a letter from the King of Pruffia to d’Alembert, that a 
woman appeared at Bnmfwic, pretending to be the deceafed wife of .the Tzaroviich ; 
and it is no lefs certain that fhe was an impoftor. 

'■ . . ■ -I 

* III L’Evefque’s Hiftorjr of Ruflia, there is an ample detail of the rife and progrefs of this anecdote of 
the Frincefs's efcape and advetiturea. It (irft made its appearance in Richer’s Continuation of the Abb6 
Marcy’s Hiilolrc Moderne, afterwards in Bofi’u's Nouveaux Voyage dans I’Am^riqiie Septentriunale ; and 
was lately revived in “ Pieces intereil'ptes et peu connues, pour fervir a I’llilloire j” in whieb, as an ad- 
ditional autiiority, k is qualified ss an extraA found among the papers of the late Dyclos, fccrctary of the 
' Royal Academy, ‘and Hiftoi'iographer of France. The anecdote, like all other ftqr,i"e8 which are improved 
in their pj'ogrefs, is drclfcd in i'omewhat different ftiapcs ; in one- this name of the^riufband is d’Auban, in 
the other Moldack ; in one (lie marries a third time, and again becomes a widow? the circumdarces of her 
efcape are alfo varionfly related, and in all with the moll evident marks ctf falftbood, and abfolnte contra- 
diAion to ihe inoft undoubted fii6ls ; fuch as that (he was aflillcd in her efcape by the Couiitefs of Koningf- 
mark, altliougl' there was no lady of that name about her perfon, or at Peterfburgh ; that the body of the 
• . Priiipefs wax interred almoii at the inftant.of her deceafe, and without any funeral honours ; that Peter I. 
was not at Peterftiurgh when (lie died ; that (he was brought to bed before her time of a Princefs, wittimany 
fimilar affertiuns, which fcarcely deferve any ferious refutation The rcaderj who is defirous of further in- 
formation on the fubjedl, ill referred to L’Evefque Hilloire de Riiffie, ^Fom. iv. p. 384— 3«9 ; and to the 
latter part of Midler’s account, Von der .Princeffen vjon Wolfenbiittel, in B.of, Hitt. Mag. xv. p. 239 to 
. 241. An cxiiaft alfo of the principal circumllances of this ilory is given in the Gentleman.’s Magazine, 
and from thence inferted in the Annual Regiftcr for ■ 77^!. ■' * < . .v . . 

Je puis votiB repomlrc avec plus de preeifton fur le fujet de celle dame qui prctp.ndok pafliir ppui* I’cpoufe 
d« czarowita ; fon impofltire a etc ddeoiiverte a Brunfwic, ou elle a paSc pen de roots apres la mort de celle 
dont elle croprunta le nbm ; elle y l eput ^uclquCs chaikcs, avec ordreide quitter le pays, et de ne jamais 
ptcudre uti iioro donq {a naifTance Fecartoit ft fort.” Correfp. du Jkui'de Profle a d’Alembert, ii. p. 138.: 
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APPENDIX. 


No. \,-^¥amus Opinions cmcernlng il^e Tzar who reigned under the name of Demetrius.'^ 

■ Proofs that he was no Jmpojior. . 

THESE |ire the principal circumfliances in the adventures oCthe perfon, who feated 
Iiimft'lf upon the Ruffian throne under the name of Demetrius. His hiftory is involved 
iji contradi6:ion and obfcurity ; unbiafled, however, by the prejudices of either party, 
let us^ compare with candour their oppofite rep^efcntations, and endeavour to afcertain, 
whether he was an impoftor, or the real fon of Ivan Yaffilievitch.’' 

They wlio contend that he was an impoftor, thus relate his hiflory ; He was of the 
family of Otrepicf; his real name was George, <w'hich upon his affuming the monaftic 
habit in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed into Gregory, and, was generally 
known by the appellation of Griflca * Otrepief : for fome time he refided at Sufdal, and 
having wandered from convent to convent, was confecrated deacon ifi the monaflery 
of Tchudof at Mofeow, where he was employed by the Patriarch in tranferibing books 
for the fervice of the church. If is not afeertained, evert from thefe accounts of his life, 
at what period he firfl ftyled himfelf Demetrius. Some report, that while he continued 
in the monaflery of Tchudof, he obtained the mqft minute information relative to the 
perfon and charafter of the Prince, and even began to alTurae his name, for which he 
was deemed infane, and excited the laughter of the monks., Others obferve, that he 
was in pofftffion of feveral jewels which formerly belonged to Demetrius ; and having 
one day declared that he ffiould afeend the throne of Ruflia, was confined by order or 
Boris Godunof, in a diflant monaflery, from which he efcaped into Poland. ' On the 
contrary, Margaret, who-afrerts that he is the true Demetrius, gives the following 
detail : f 

Demetrius being refeued from affaffination by the fubflitution t of another child, was- 
fecretly educated in Ruffia until the election of Boris Godunof, when he was conveyed 
into Poland upder the care cf the monk Grifka, which afterwards gave rife to the report 
! ’ ^ ‘ . ■ that 

♦ Gnflca* in the Rnlfian tongue, fignifics little Gregory, ile was called alfo Roflriga, or Defcrter,. 
from having dtferted his convent. 

f The pTincipal objection to the account of Margaret, arifes from the dIfRcuhy of fubilituting a child^ 
in the place of Demetrius, particularly if the fon of bis nurfe was one ofthe aHiifijns ; and if Vaffili Shu- 
iikl examined th.’ bodj of the deceafeid, foon after Jibe fuppofed affaflinaiion. To ibis it mav be anfwcred, 
that his mother had fufficient reafon tp be on her guard againft the attempts of Boris Godunof ; for it ia 
evident that fuch attempts were made before, from a paffage in Tletcher, who was at Mofeow in the be- 
ginning of Feodor's reign. ** Bcfides the Emperor that npw is, who hath no child/ nor ever like to have, 
thei'C is but one more, a child of fix or feven years old, in whom rcftetli all the hope of tlie fucctflion, and- 
tlie pofterjiy of that houfe. : He ia kept in a remote place from Mofleo, under the tuition of hia mother, 
and her kindred of the hoh of the Nagaia ; jefn(it/afc (ias I haye heard atiftnpis cf makw^ awayly,. 
prMce of fomt that ajjplre to the JuccsJJton^ if this Emperor dk without 1' Ictclier’s Kuflu, chajr v. 

With refpe£t to the privity of the hurfe, and her fon, th^witnels of the belUriogtr, and the uftimony of 
Vaffili Shuilid, XilEvef^ue makes theft judicious obfervati^^ 

' N:’ai8 ces citconilaiices font cliea bien confirmees. Tous Its affaflins du Taiarcvitch fiirent tntiffacres 
prefqu' auffi-tdt quails eureht commis crime. lU ii'oiiitpoint etc ii^rroges, on n’a rieu fu dc Icur Bouche. 
Un fonneur de la cathedfalc fut tc'moin du meurtre de Dmitri. Mais qiii a re 9 u fon tempignage ? Kfl il 

niemv? 
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that Gri&a Had perfonat^ Demetrius. As a proof that they, twi^e two diftb^t perfons, 
he informs us, that Boris Godunof Cent repeated expreiOres to his guards oii the fron- 
tiers, to prevent all travellers quitting the eoontry, even Ihould they be provided 
With pa^Jorts; for two traitors were endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Margaret 
adds, Grilka was thirty-6ve, years of age, and Demetrius fqarcely twenty four; Gritka 
accompanied the^new Tzar to Mofoow, and was feen by many in that chy, being a per- 
fon well known,' and having a brother who poflelTed an euate near Galitz ; he was 
notorious before his flight into Poland for drunkehnefs, and on account of his mifcon- 
du£l, was banilhed by Demetrius to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed by 
an Englifli merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with Grilka, •that the monk, on re- 
ceiving the news of the Tatar’s death, and even after the eleftion of Vaflili Shuilki, fo- 
Icmnly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch ; and that he 
himfelf was Grilka Otrepief, who had condu£ted the Prince into Poland. Soon after- 
wards Grilka was conveyed to Mofcow by order of ValTili Shuilki, and difappeared. 
(Margaret, 152 to 157.) 

If this narrative is authentic, even according to the confeflion of Muller, it com- 
pletely refutes the reprefentation of the oppolite party. In what manner then does 
this ingenious author attempt to difcredit the pofitive teftimony of Margaret ? ** But 

how,” fays he, “ can we imagine, that any one could ever hold two perfons to be the 
fame individual, at a time when the contrary could be ealily proved ?” The contrary 
indeed could be ealily proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grilka was at 
Mofcow or at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few Ruflians doubted the faft ; but the 
aflertion was not fo eafil^y refuted when Grilka difappeared, and when no perlon durft 
contradict the manifeflo of Vaflili Shuilki. “ Let us fuppofe,” adds Mr. Muller, “ that 
the oppolite party, in deflance of all truth, firft invented fo groundlefs a fable ; let us 
iippofe that Grilka was immediately banilhed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius made 
he latter pafs for that monk; how does it happen that no writer belide Margaret*, has 
aken notice-of fo remarkable a circumftance ?” It is generally allowed that one good 
jvidence ought to outweigh a crowd of prejudiced witnelTes y fo that if Margaret’s cre- 
libility is fuperior to that of his opponents, we muft aflent to the truth of his account. 
\nd who are the writers whole authority is preferred to that of Margaret ? The native 
iiiflorians, who wrote after the acceflion of Vaflili Shuilki ; but their teftimony cannot 
be admitted in this cafe ; for could any Ruftian venture to contradict the mauifefto of 


mime certain qne ce temoin ait exilic ? Si lea adaflins furent troinp6a, n’ait.fl pas pu I’fetre lui roeme, et 
prendtc pour Ic Tzar^vitch un enfant du mcme age ! Ne convient>on-pas qu.e Boris, &c. Mais Chouilki, 
mais Clechnin turent envoyes a Ouglltch par Bcria j ils vjrent et recohtiurcnt le corps du Tzar£vitch et lui 
■rendirent les honneurs funebres. Eh ! fait-on ce qu’ont vu ces deux emilTaircB de Boris, ce qu’ils lui ont 
rapportd en fecret ? Le corps ancme qu’ils examinerevt, deligurd par dcs blelTures, et gardd long-temps 
fans fitre embaumd, devrait etre mt connaiilable. On ignore abwlument ce qu’ils ont dccouvert, et ce qu’ils 
ont petife. S’ils ont ddbitd a leur rctour line fabk coucertdc entr’enx et le mintllrc, ils n’ont pii.dans le 
fuite faire connaitre la verity, fans avouer qu’ils avoient etc drs fourbrs vendus a uh fcelerat,” See. Vol. Hi. 
p. zzy.— In a word, the belief that a ctiild was fubftituted in the place of Demetrius, though liable to 
many objedtions, is yet attended with much fewer difficulties, than' the notion that the Tzar who reigned 
tinder tl>e name of Demptrius was an impoftor. » « 

* Marfaret, however, does not ftand lingle’in fuppoling Grilka, and him who’palTsd for Demetrius, to 
be dilUndt perfons. For among others, Cunra& Bul&n, who was prefent at Mofcow during the troubles, 
alTerts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephen Balhori, King of Poland, which is fufficient to Ihow 
that the report prevailed at the time that the Tzar and Grilka wereldilFereat perfons. . S. R.. G. vol. v. 

p. .. 
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the or eaU in queftion the fan£lity of the relies eftablKhed by a decree of the 

church*? ^ ' 

It muft be confeffed, however, that one author is not liable to thefe fufpicion!^. 
Petrdus,” continues Muller, “ has given, in miny inftances, the moll exaft intelli- 
gence, and has demonftrated the impofture of tl>e falfe Demetrius with many proofs/ 
Is it poffible, therefore, to fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and Grifka were twp 
tlilFerent perfons, if that faft had been well grounded ?” Here then the teftimohy of 
Petreius is put in the oppofite fcale againft that of Margaret ; both foreigners, both 
prefent at Mof<»w aj the time of the ihfurreflion, both fuppofed to be unbiaffed by the 
civil and rejigious prejudices of the Rudiaiis ; yet both of different fentiments. Let us 
therefore examine their charafter and fituatioii, and confider whether any circumftances 
render one writer more worthy of credit than the other. Margaret was a Frenchman, 
who entered the Ruffian fervicein the reign of Boris Godunof, was prefent in the army 
fent againlf Demetrius, and always afted with approved bravery and fidelity, ilfter- 
wards, when Demetrius, afeended the throne, he was continued in his fervice as captain 
of the guards. He poffeffed, therefore, many opportunities of inveftigating his real 
hiflory, and he has recorded it in his “ Eftat de I’Empire de Ruffie, &c.” which, oh his 
return to France, he publiffied at the command of Henry IV. 

Muller, however, objefls to the authenticity of Margaret’s narrative : “ A witnefs of 
this fort would not be admitted in any couj^t of juftice, and cannot, in this inftance, merit 
our belief. His judgment might be warped ; partly from confidcring it js a difgrace* 
to have engaged in the fervice of an impollor, and partly from not being well ufed by 
the oppofite party after the death of the falfe Demetrius. Henc^ he might be enticed,. 
Irom motives of refentment, to brand with infamy the enemies of Demetrius, and to 
treat as mere falfehoods all the reports of the impoftor’s real origin. We muff, there- 
fore, accufc Margaret either of having advanced a falfehood; or fuppofe that he had 
heard of another Otrepief, who was at that time prefent at Mofeow, and whom he- 
ftrangely confounds with Griffia t*” This is the only objedtion which even the inge- 
nuity of Muller can urge againft Margaret. 

Petreius, whofe authority is fondly preferred to that of Margaret, was minifter | from: 
Cliarles IX. King of Sweden, to the court of Mofeow in the reigns of Boris Godunof, . 
Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuiflii. The clofe connexion of Demetrius with Sigifmond. 
King of Poland, induced Chai !es IX. to tender his afiiftance to Boris Godunof, upon 
the firft entrance of the new claimant into Ruflia. Charles is aifo repiefented as greatly 
alarmed at the fuccefs of Demetrius, and after his affaffination concluded a treaty of the 
ftridleft amity with Vaffiji Shuiiki. It was therefore the intereft of the Swedifh court to 

* It may perhaps be thought by many too bold to let afide the authority of all die Rulfian hiAorians,. 
who may be fuppofed to have obtained better intelligence than foreigners. But Muller calls in quetUoii 
the teftimony of a kuOtan Ambaflador in favour of JOemetrius, becaiife be wrote at a time when he waa 
upon' the throne, arid acknowkdged by the whole ration; for the fame rcafon, therefore, we muft fet- 
afide the evidence of the Rn^ns who wrote after hit aiTaifinauqn, and at a time when his impoftitre was 
made an article of the public ihiith. 

Indeed, if it is confidered the fnfpiciaus doeuments from which the Rui&an authors drew- their materials,, 
this mode of reafoning will not ap^ar uiijuAiluible. Of all the Ruffian writings relating to the hiftory of 
Demetrius, cited by Muller, the principal are the raanifefto of Shuiflei, and a manufcnyt^ccount of the ttou. 
bles, compiled by order Jif the Tsar Michael, and feht to the j^ing of Erance as a jii(bfication of the war 
againft Sweden. But teKdocttments iffiiing from government muft in this inftance be allowed to be ex- 
ceptionable. In all aift^& .. wherein national prejudicesaire not concerned, the evidence of a native is pre- 
ferable to that of foreign|||i, but the teftimony 0! foreigners becomes fuperior, when the natives are warped 
by fear or prejudice. 

•\ S. R. G. vol. v. p. 182 and 193. Dalin’s Gefchichte von Schweden, yol. p. 47;. 

reprefent. 



■;744'V:''''' i'-COX-e’s TRAVELS ■ RUSSIA# 

reprcTetttPemelrius as an iriipoftoi' j and Petreius, as Swedifh miniflet, ifetoraHy 'Coun- 
tenanced the rt'port pati'onizcd liy his insfter. 

was not influenced in bis judgment by the jsolitics of his:0^nCoi^rt ; yet, as an 
he is liable to great escepiion ; for the numberlefs :fli4iotw and ^fs tnifr^refentattope 
^'Avbich he retails in his Chronicle, pi'pve extreme proijLehets to credulity ' On the coh* 
trary, the credibility of Margaret llands unimpeaeheilj and even the pqistrtiting fagacity 
•of Muller bimfeif can only -difcover iir his Work, a few triflipg errors.- It app^rs then, 
that both as to chara£lcr and fituation, the teftOTfeny of Margaret is preferable to that 
of Petreius f and if the queflion is to be AiUiroately decided by one of thefe two' writers, 
whofe authority is the moll uriqueftionable, the ‘'rzar' who reigned under the name of 
Demetrius was no impollor, hut the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. 

I fball now throw together fome particulars, which, in addition to thofe already enu* 
jnerated, induce me to efpoufe the opinion that the Tzar was no Tmpofior. 

1. The condudl of Boris Godunoh 2. Suppofed refcmblance between the real De- 
metrius and the perfonwho reigned in his name. , 3. His fuccefs and conduft upon the 
throne. 4. 'l eltimony of Maria Feodorofna. 5. Arguments ufed by the Ruflians to 
pifbve the impoflure. 

1. 'i'hc condud of Boris Godunof plainly demonftratos that he thought him the real 
Demetrius. For otherwife, why did he not produce Maria Feodorofna, and obtain her 
public avowal that her fon was not alive ? Her teftimony at that time would have un- 
queftionabiy afeertained the impoflure of the perfon, who claime<l the throne as her 
offspring. Probably Boris Godunof examined her privately, and finding her to perfift 
in her affertion that Demetiius had efcaped from Uglilz, he removed her to a convent 
at a confiderable diftance from Mpfeow, that Ihe might not fanftion the pretenfions of 
his rival. 

2. The fuppofed refeinblance between the Prince Demetrius, who was educated at 
Uglitz, and the perfon who reigned under his name. He had a w.irt under the right 
eye, and one arn'^ fliorter than the other. But howis it kitown,*’ faid Muller, “ ffiat 
the Prince had thefe defeCIs? for they are not mentioned in the Ruffian narratives, but 
only related by foreigners, who had never fcen him. May we not therefore fuppole 
them mere inventions, calculated To difplay fome refcmblance between ;he true and 
falfe Dem.etrius f ?” To this we may reply, that the Ruffian accounts, evidently com- 
piled after this period, and chiefly taken from the manifeffos of government, would 
never record any circumffance which might tend to favour a Hkenefs between a perfon 
whom they ftyled an impollor, "and the young Prince. And it may be added, if the 
Tzar alledged the wart under bis right eye, and thq lliortnefs of his arm, as proofs of 
his being the real Demetrius ; who can fuppofe that the Prinefe had not thefe defefts, 
when there were fo many perfons of the firlt diftin£lion who could coi^radidt the truth 

* MctBer has noticed and correfted inntimerable eVrors, relative: to tlie mofl; Important iranfaflions, in 
' the Chronicle of Petreius. It would be rndicfs to rnentioa them, I flinll therefore only relate one, wliich 
tinqueftionably proves the credulity of PeUeius. Feodor Ivaivovitch,” fays that'anthor, upon his death 
bed, being requefted by the nobility to naihe a fuccefftir, aiifwercd, ‘ 1 nat perfon to whom I (hall deliver 
any feeptre (hall be Tzar -after me.’ Soon afterwards hie offered it to Feodor Nikitjch Romanof } but be 
delivered it to his bmlher Alexander, who g|ve it to a third cWled John, whq prcfented it to a fourth called 
Michael, The lat-er paffed it to another jpobleman ; at laft the Tzar threw the fceptre frorh him, crying 
out in a paffion, * Take it who will j’ upftP which Boris took It up, and the Tzar died immediately .” 
This lidiculouB tale is contradided by the moft authentic records, by the whole hlffory of the fubfequent 
clcAion of Baris Godunpf; and yet this is the writer whole Suthcrity is bppOfed' to Margaret, bee 

R, G. vol. V. p. 64, « 

•| S. R. Gi vol. y. p. tpo. 
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of the report ? evqn allowing the fact,” continues Muller, “ the conclufion by 

no mean's follows, as the ftrongcft refemblance has beea frequently obfervcd between 
two different perfons j and it is likewife poflible,’ that the falfe Demetrius might have 
imitated a wart in his face, and have feigned a defcil in his arm.” It is barely pofliblei 
indeed, to account for thefe circumftances in this manner; flill, howcyor, they muff be 
oonfidered, though not as pofitive, yet.as prefumptive evidence in his favour, cfpecially 
when joined to collateral jiroofs. ^ 

3. The fuccefs of his enterprize, and conduft upon the throne, feem to prove that he 
was the real Deraetriutfc ITc entered Rulfia with an inconfidcrable force, which in- 
creafed as he advanced ; and though totally defeated, and alroofl deferted by the Poles, 
yet his army was foon recruited, and became niore formidable than before his clifcom- 
fiture. Perfons of the firft diffinction joined him from all quarters, and the more he 
became perfonally known to the Ruffians, the greater nnitiher of partizans flocked to 
his flandard. Nor did this feem owing to any w ant of jvopuiarity in Boris Godunof, 
whofe adminiffration was greatly refpeded for vigour and wifdcm ; it rather pro^’ceded 
from a general convicrion that he was Demetrius. When featod upon tlu3 throng he 
did not aft like an Impoffor. Had he been one, he would fcarccly have pardoned Yaf- 
fili Shuifki, who'had thrown doubts upon the reality of his defeent. Infiead of dii- 
believing the ftroug reports of an impending infurreftion, he would haveturnod a ready 
ear to flighteff; rumours of plots and machinations, and have, taken every precaution 
ngainfl; them. In a word, his general charafter was as thoughtlels and inconfiderate as 
it was open and fincere ; but above all, his freedom from fufpicion and jealoufy were 
incompatible with the principles of an ufurper *. 

4. The conduft of Maria Feodorofna muff be admitted as fupporting the fame fide 
of the queftion. After having openly acknowledged him for her fon, flie is faid to have 
publicly difowned him. If both the avowal and denial were equally public, they both 
might have been extorted by fear, and her teftimony muff be confidered as null. For 
what credit can that woman deferve who at one time admitted a perfon to be her fon, 
and at another njefted him ? We may obferve, however, this difference, that in one in- 
ftance flic owned him in perfon ; in the other, flie was not confronted witli him, but her 
anfwer was brought by Vaffili SW^fki t> who was moll interefted to prove him an im- 
poflor. It therefore follows, that if (as feems to be the cafe) her avowal was public, 
and her denial was not, the former is more to be depended upon than the latter, and her 
ieftimony rnufl be admitted in his tavour|. 

5. The 

*. • 

* Puis parlons,” fays Mar^^aret, ** de fa clemcnce, envers un cbacun apres qu^il fut'receu cn Mofeo, 
ct principakment envers Vadlli Cliouifqui, leqiicl fut convaincu dc trahifon, &c. et mduicu fut IcditTDcmc* 
trius pric par tou 3 Its afTiilauB de Ic faire mourir, vu qu’ils u'cllait toujour? tnnivir preiuihatcuf du repos 
public. Jc parle comnu? ayant ouy ct veu le tout dc mes orcilks. Co non ubilant il luy pardonna, com- 
bicn qne. Demetrius f^avolt bicn que nul n’ofolt afpirer ii la coiironne que )ii elite maiion dc Chouillqui. 
11 pardonna tfufii a plulicurs aut res : air il elloit fans ioupcon/’ p. 17 r. 

* Si il fe fut ferity coopablc eii aur;nne cliofe, il ertli cu jullo fujet de croire ks macliinalioriR ct trahifqns 

complolti5c3 ct trammees conlre fa pevfonae, dcs quellcs il alfcz adveny, ct y pCi icmcdicr avtc 
grande facilild,'* p, 174; 9 ■ 

Mr. Muller fays, Vaffili Sliuiflii /ooi the trovik the convent. Gal* fich feblft die 

inuchc. . 

f The Ruffian authors affert, lliat at the time when the relics were conveyed to Mofeow, flic publicly 
retraced her former teftimony in his favour, upou ihcir iirft interview near Mofeow ; coiifeffing that flie 
had been induced by threats, as well as from a defirc of procuring her liberty, to acknov/iedgi^ ;a:u dien for 
ber fon. But how arc we cerlain tliat flic really made th: 9 public con feffion ? 1 ts^t ruth entirely 

qpon the Ruffian papers, which cannot, ii* thiii iiiftancc, be tllcemcd authentic records. Why was l?er 
VOL. VI. 5 c public 
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The very arguments advanced by the Rufllans to prove his impbfture, ftrongl^ 
eftablifh the contrail pofition., For how was the reality of his imperial defcent invali- 
dated by his being a forcerer, an heretic, ora mufician; by his predile£tion to the Poles, 
not bowing to the image of St. Nicholas, not bathing, eating veal, and fuch frivolous ac- 
cufations i Doe? not the adoption of thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great defi- 
ciency of folid arguments ? They may incline, indeed, the Ruffians to believe him an 
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the eyes of difpaffionate judges. The truth feems 
to be, that as he began to lofe the affedion of his fubjefts by his inconfidcrate contempt 
of their cuftoras and religion, thefe, and many other unfavousable reports, calculated 
to raife and incrcafe the popular odium, were circulated by the intrigues of Vaffili Shu- 
ifki, who, upon his aflaffination, was raifed to the throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with flill greater force, to the affertion, that the body in- 
terred at Uglitz was that of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted fiate, and the mi- 
racles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of the body, when firfl; conveyed ta 
Mofeow, evidently proves it to have .been fuppofititious j and the miracles it is faid ta 
have performed will convert no profelytes without the pale of the Ruffian church. 
When every expedient failed of convincing the generality of thfe Ruffians, that the Tzar 
was an impoftor, recourfe was had to pretended miracles and facred relics. And it nmft 
be allowed, that this method of convincing an ignorant and fuperftitious people, who 
doubted (and there were many who doubted) was a ftroke of the mofi confummate po- 
licy f as by thefe means the afiertions of Vaffili Shuifki were fanftioned by an ecclefi- 
ailical decree j and the impofture of his rival became an article of public faith. Indeed, 
fuch is the fuperftition with which the ufurpation of Grifka is ftill maintained, that even 
at this difiance of time no Ruffian hifiorian could venture to hint that Demetrius was 
not aflaffinated at Uglitz, and that the perfon who aflumed his name was not Grifka : 
for it would be contradiding a fundamental principle of belief, and rejeding the relics 
of a faint much revered in this country. 


'^o> 'H.'— -Geographical Divijion of the Rttffian Empire into Governments^ Provinces, and 

Dijtriils. 

AS the new divifion of Ruffia into governments, provinces, and difirifls, by Catharine 
the Second, has totally altered the geography of that vaft empire ; and as no accurate 
account of t\ie general divifion yet given to the public has fallen under my obfervation, 
I fhall here fubjoin a lift communicated to me in February 1^5, from undoubted au- 
thority. 

In comparing this lift of governments with that given in book 6. ch. i. of this work, 
the reader will find a difference in the number and names of the governments ; for in- 
ftance, this lift enumerates forty-one, the other forty governments. This lift mentions 
the governments of Archangel, Cathermenflaf, Oloneiz, and Caucafus j and the other 
thofe of Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruffia.- But this difference may eafily be recon- 
ciled, by confideifing that the former Ijft was m^ in i7?r2, the latter in 1784, when fe- 


public recap, tation poflponed to fo late a peri^’^aad why was fhc not confronted whh the Tzar, when he 
repeatedly appealed to her teftimony as the urongeft proof of his being the real Demetrius ? Have we 
not every reafon to conclude, either that (he did not publicly retrat;:^ her former alfeverations in his favour ; 
nr Vaffili Shuiiki^s power^ffae was hnally compelled to adlin fub&rviency to his mandate ? 

veral 
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veral alterations had taken place in the names of the governments, particularly that 
Olonetz was formerly included in the government ofNovogorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been fince fcparated ; that the names of New Ruilia 
and of Azof have been changed for that of Ecathcrinenflaf j and that the government 
of Caucafus has been lately added, and comprifes the government of Aftracan. ^ 


Prefent Divijion of the Ruffian Empire into Governments^ Provinces^ and Dijiri^s, 

FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 

l.’—Govcrnment of St. Pcicrjburgh* 

This government comprifes that traft of country called Ingermanland, or Ingria, 
wrefted by Peter the Great from the Swedes, and confirmed to the Ruflians at the 
peace of Nyftadt, in 1 721. — It is divided into ten diftridls. 

1. St. Peterfburgh. 

2. Oranienbaum, on the gulf of Finland. 

3. Yfamburgh on the river Luga, difeharging itfelf into the gulf of Finland. 

4. Luga, on the upper part of the fame river. 

5. Narva, on the river Narova, which falls into the gulf of Finland. 

6. Gvof, near the eaft fide of lake Peipus, on the rivulet called Gvofka. 

7. Rokellven, or Rokeftvenlk, on the rivulet Oredefii, falling into the Luga. 

8. Sophia, near Zarlkoc Zelo. 

9. Schlueffelburgh, on the Neva, where this river iffues from the Ladoga. 

10. New Ladoga, on the river Volkhof, between the lake and the channel of the 
Ladoga. 

il.—^Govemment of Olonetz. 

Formerly included in the government of Novogorod.— Contains five diftrifls. 

I. Petrofavodfk, on the river Schua, falling into the lake Onega. 

3. Olonetz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft fide of the Ladoga. 

3. Vytegra, on the river of the fame name, falling into the feuth fide of the On^a. 

4. Kargopol, near the river Onega, at its origin from the lake Latcha. 

5. Povenetz, on the north fide of the Onega, where the rapid rivulet^ovenetz falls 

into it. 


III . — Government of Wyturgh^ or Ruffian Finland. 

This government was formerly fubjeft to Sweden, and comprized in Carelia ; part 
was ceded to Ruffia at the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, and part by the treaty of Abo, 
1741.— It contains fix diftrids. 

1. Wiburgh, on the north fide of the gulf of Finlandr 

2. Willmanllrand, near the lake Saima. 

3. Fredericlljara, on the gulf of Finland. 

4. Nyflot, near the lake Utrufs. 

5. Kexhoim, bn two fmall i^ands of the rivef Woxen, falling into the Ladoga. 

€. Serdobol, on the north-weftem fide of the Ladoga. 

502 tv.— 
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ISf , •^Government of Revel, 6 r EJihonta, ' 

Revel was confirmed to the .Swedes at the peace of Oliva, conquered by Peter the 
Great in 1710, and finally ceded to RUffia in 1721.-— :It contains five diftrifls, 

* I. Revel on the Baltic fea. * 

2. BaltiC'Port, about forty verfts weftwards from Revel. , 

3. Habfal, or Hapfal, a maritime town. 

4. Weiffenftein, on the rivulet Saida, about eighty verfts from Revel. 

5. Wefenberg, about one hundred verfts from Revel, at about an equal diftance 

from that town and Narva. • 

V. — Government of Riga or Livonia, ceded to Rttffta in 1721. 

It contains nine diftrifts. 

1. Riga, on the Dunna, fourteen verfts from its jnouth. 

2. Wemlen, on the river Au. 

3. Wolmar, on the fame river. 

4. Walk, on a rivulet falling into the fouth fide of lake Wyrtz. 

5. Werro, on the weft fide of Peipus. 

6. Dorpt, on the river Em, or Embak, which ifiiies from the lake Wyrtz, and falls 

into the Peipus. . ' 

7. Fellin, on the fmall river of the fame name. 

8. Perneau, on the river of that name, near the Baltic Sea. 

9. Arenfburgh, on the ifland Oefel. 

VI. — Government of PJiwf, 

A republic, fubdued by Vaffili Ivanovitch, and formerly comprized in the govern- 
inent of Novogorod. — Contains nine diftrifts. ^ 

1 . Plkof, called by foreigners Plelkof, on the river Velika, or Velikaia. 

2. Petchora, on the rivulet Siuiftia, falling into the fouth pun of the Peipus, or the 

lake of Pfliof, 

3. Qftrof, or Oftroflk, on an ifland of the river Velika. 

4. Opotchka, on an ifland of the fame river. 

5. Novorflitf, on an ifland of the fmall lake of PaJzo, through which flows the 

rivQi- Velikaia. 

6. Velikie Luki, on the left fide of the river Lovat, falling into the lake Ilmen. 

7. Toropez, on the river Toropo, falling into the Duna. 

8. Khohn, on the river Lovat. 

9. Porkof, on the river Schelefi 

Y\i.-~Govcrnment of Jilovogorod. 

A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vaflilievitch II. and united to the Ruf-- 
fian empire. — Con tains fen diftri^ls. 

1. Novogorod/ on the river Votko 4 near the lake Ilmen.* 

2. Kreftetz, on the river Khlova, f^iling 4 nto the Mfta. 

3. Staraia Kiilfa, on the river Po,'ifhrii|bout fifteeiv verfts fouth of the Ilnieiu 

4. Valdai, on the weft fide of the lake of Valdai. 

5. Borovitchi, on the River Mfta. ' 

6 . Tikhvin, on the rivulet of , that name, falling mfij the Siafv which 

ufclf into iheCdoga. 
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Uffiulftiia, on the Molpga," falling into 

8. Tcherejiovetz, On the river "Sphfekfna, falling into the Volga, 

9. Kirilpf, on the fame river. , * 

1 o, Bieloferfk, on the louth fide of the Bielofip;©, near tljc river Schekfna. 

VIIL— Cowrn;w«/ ^ Twr. 

An Independent principality, united to the Ruffian empire by Ivan Vaffilievltch, and 
comprized in the government of Novogorod. It was feparated from Novogorod, and 
was the firfl government eftablifljed upon the new plan. — Contains thirteen diftrii^s. 

1. Tver, on the Volga, where that river is joined by the Tverza. 

2. Vyfhnei Volotfliek, on the river Zna. 

3. I'orfhok, on the I'vcrza. 

4. Oflaflikof, on an ifland of the lake Seliger. 

5. Rfhef Volodimcrof, on the left fide of the Volga. 

6. Subzof, oh the left fide of the fame river. • 

7. Staritza, on the Volga. 

8. Kt-afiioi (Choltn, on the river Schoca, which falls into the Mologa, 

9. Koliafin, ofi the Volga. 

10. iCakin, near ihe Volga. 

11. Beflietzk, on the Mologa. 

1 2. Kortchera, or Korlchef, on the Volga. 

13. Vcfiegonfk, on the river Mologa. 

IX . — Government of Smolenjko, 

After being an objeft of contentidn, and reciprocally poflelTcd by Poland and Ruflia,. 
was conquered by Alexey Michaelovitch in 1654, and finally ceded to Riilfia at the 
peace of Mofeow, in 1 G66,— Contains twelve dillridts. 

1 . Smolenfko, on both fides of the Dnieper. ‘ 

2. Poretchie, on the river Kafplfa, falling into fhe Duna. 

3. Dukortchina, on the Dnieper. 

4. Bieloi, on the fmall river Vobillia, falling into the Meflia, which difeharges itfel£: 

into the Dima. 

5. Syteherik, on the river Vafufa, falling into the Volga. 

6. Gfhatfk, or Glhat, on the river .Gfiiar, falling into the Vufnfa. 

7. Viafnia, on the river Viafma, falling into the Dnieper. * 

8. Dorogobufh, on the Dnieper. 

9. Y ukhnof, on the tJgra, falling into the Occa. 

10. Felna, oil the Defna. , • 

n. Roftarl, oh the Oder, which falls into the Sofh. 

12. Krafnoi, on a rivulet which hills into the Dnieper. 

Government of Poktji. 

Poland by the Treaty of Partition in i772.~Contams cleveis. 
diftnaa, • 1 

I. Polotfk, on the Duna, at the mouth of the fmall river Polota. 
a* Drifla, or Dryfin, on the river Driffa, falling into the Duna. 

3. Dunaburgh, on the right fide of the Duna. 

4. Re&tza, on the rivulet Refi2n> or Rofitten, falling into the lake Liubahn. 

* 5. Liutzin^ 
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5. l.iutzin, on the river Lifha, which falls into the river Velikaja. 

6. Sebelh, on-ihe lake S^jbefli. 

7. Nevel, on the lake Nevel. 

8. Vifebflv, on the Duna. 

9. Goro 3 etzk, or Gorodok, bn a rivulet falling into the Duna. 

10. Velifli, on the Duna. 

1 1 . Surad), on the Duna. 

Government of Mohtlef. 

Difmembered alfo by the Treaty of Partition in 1 772.— Contains eleven diftrtds, 

1. Mohilef, on the Dnieper. 

2. Kopyl's, on the Dnieper. 

3. Orfha, on the Dnieper. 

4. Sennoi, near lake Sennoie, communicating with the Duna. 

5. Babinovitchi, on the river LvftchofTa, falling into the Duna. 

0. Milhillaf, on the river Vokra, falling into the Solh. 

7. Klitnoyitchi, on the river Ofter, falling into the Sofli. 

8. Tfehaufy, on the river Pronja, falling into the Solh. 

9. Staroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper. 

10. Rogatchef, near the Polifli frontiers, where the river Drutz, or Drugez, falls 

into the Dnkper. 

11. Belitzy, on a riVulet falling into the Sofli. 

X \1.— ‘Government of Orel, 

Once a province of the government of Bielgorod. — Contains, thirteen diftricls. 

1. Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel. 

2. Kromy, on tlie Occa. 

3. Mzenlk, on the rivulets Sull^a and Menza, falling into the Occa. 

4. Bolkof, on the river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

5. Livny, on the left fide of the river Sofina, falling into the Don. 

6. Feletz, on the left fide of the river SolTna. 

7. Siefflt, on the river Sief, falling into the Defna. 

8 . Maloi Arkhangellk, on the river Sofina. 

9. Dmitroflk, on the rivulet Nerufei* falling into the Sief. 

10. Delhkin, on the Occa. 

1 1. Trubtcheflk, on the left fide of the Defna. 

12. Branlk, -on the Defna. 

13. Karatchef, on the rivulet Snefet, falling intone !Pefna. 

%\\l,“-‘-Government of Kaluga,' 

Formerly a province in the government of Mofeow.— Contains twelve diflri£ls. 

1. Kaluga, the Occa. * < , 

2. Maloiaroiiavetz, on the fmal^river Lulha, falling into the Occa. 

3. Barovik, on the river Protva^ falling into the Occa. 

4. Tarufi'a, on the Occa. 

5. Llkhvin, on the left fide of the OcCa. 

6. Kofelk, on the left fide of the fmall river Shifdra^lling.into the Obca. 

7. Medynik, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra. - ^ 

14 8. Pereinyfcbl, 
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8, Peremyfchl, on the left fide d]F the Occa. 

9i Mechovlk, on a rivulet falling into the Shifclra. 
lo, MoflaWk, on a fmall river falling into the Ugra. 

] I. Serpeilk, on the fmall river Serpei, falling into the Ugra. 

1 2. Shifdra, on the river of the fame name. 

—Government of Mofcow* 

One of the moil: antient and moft confpicuous provinces of the Rulfian empire. Its 
capital, Mofcow, built ih 1 147, was the refidence of the fovereign, till Peter the Great 
transferred the feat of empire to Peterfburgh.— -Contains fifteen diftriQs. 

1. Mofcow, on the river Mofcva, falling into the Occa. 

2. Kolomna Mofcva, about five verfts from its jundion with the Occa. 

3. Branitzy, on the Mofcva, between Mofco and Kolomna. 

4. I’odol, or Podollk, on the river Pakria, falling into the Mofcva. 

5. Nikirlk, on the fame river. * 

6. Serpukhof, on the river Nara, four verfts from itscjundion with the Occa. 

7. Vereia, 011 thcProtva, falling into the Occa. 

8. Moihailk, on the fmall river Mofliaika, falling info the Mofcva. 

9. Rufa, on the left fide of the rivet* Rufa, falling into Mofcva. 

10. Vofkrefonk, on the river Ifter, falling into the Mofkva. 

11. Svenigorod, on the Mofcva, near the mouth of the Ifter. 

12. Voloklamlkoi, or Voiokolampfk, on the river Lama, falling into the Scofha, 

which difchargcs itfelf into the Volga. 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra falling into the Dubnia, which joins the Volga. 

14. Dmitrof, on the fmall river Vakhroma, which, uniting with the Seftra, forms 

the river Dubnia. 

1 5. Bogorodfk, on the river Kliafma. 

XV. — Government of Tula, 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.— Contains twelve diftrids. 

1. Tula, on the river Upa, falling into the Occa. 

2. Krapirna, on the fame river. 

3. Odeief, on the fame river. 

4. Venef, on the rivulet Venelka, falling into the Offetr, which joins the Occa. 

5. Alexin, on the Occa. 

6. Kachira, on the fame river. 

7. Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. 

8 . Tfchern, on the rivulet of the fame name, fitlling into the Sulba, which flows 

into the Occa. 

9. Novofyl, on the rivulet Nerutcha, falling into the Suiha. 

• 10. Bielef on the Occa. 

11. Epiphan, on the Don. . ‘ 

12. Ephremo^ or Yepfiremof, on the river Metcha, falling into d e Don. 

Government If Refan. 

Formerly a province of the government of Molcow.— Contains twelve dillrids. 

♦ 1. Refan, on the Trobefb, failing into the Occa. 

3. Sarrifn, on the river OTetr. 


3. Pronlk, 
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PronfV, on the iivftr Proiica, falling iuto the Occa. 

4. Mikhaiiof on the river IVonca. . 

5. Skopin, on the fmall river R art vf, falling into the Occa. 

. 6. Riachk, on a rivulet falling into the Voronelk. 

7 « Kaflimof, <?n the Occa. 

8. Raninburgli, on the river Refc, falling into the Voronefli. 

9. Spafk, on the Occa. 

1 o. Yegorief, or Yegorjeffiv, on a fmall river falling into the Occa. 

I r. Sapolljok, on a river ialling into the Occa. * 

1 2. Donkof, or Daukof, on the Don. 

XVII. — Government of Volodomlr, 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofeow, — Contains fourteen diftrifts. 

1 . Volodimir, or Vladimir, on the^ river Kliafma. 

2. Sufdal, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 

3. Yurief Polikoi, on a ftlill river falling into the Kliafma. 

4. Alexandrof, or Alexandroflk, on the river Schernia, falling into the Kliafma. 

5. Kovrof, on the river Kliafma. 

6. Pokrof, on the fame river. * 

7. Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river. 

8. Sudogda, on a riyer of the fame name, falling into the Kliafma. 

9. Viafniki, on the river Kliafma. . 

1 o. Murom, on the Occa. 

1 1. Perellavl Salelkoi, on the rivulet Trubefh, falling into the lake of Percllavl. 

12. Schuia, on the river Tefs, falling into the Kliafma. 

13. Kirfhatch, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 

14. MelenHij on the fmall river Unlha, falling into the Occa, ; . A 

Government ofTaroJlaf. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofeow. — Contains twelve diflrids. 

1. .Yaroflaf, on the Volga, where the river Kotorofl falls into it. 

2. Roftof, on the north fide of the fmall lake Nero, called therefore the lake of 

Rcjftof, communicating with the Volga by the river Kotorpfl. 

3. Bariffoglebik, on the Volga. 

4. Romanof, on the Volga, oppofite to the laft mentioned town. 

5. Danilof, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

6. Liubim, on the river Negra, falling intp the Kaftroma. 

7. Pocheckhon, or Pochekhonie, on the river Sagolha, falling into the Schekfna. 

8. Uglitch; on the Volga. “ , ; 

‘9. Rybnoi, on the Volga. 

10. Mychkin, on the Volga. 

11. Petroflk, on a fmall jriver falling' into the lake Nero, 

12. Mologa, onuhe Voigg, 

XlX.—^Gfbvernmcnt ^ Vologda. 

Formerly the largefl; of all the Ruffian European governments, as it contained the 
provinces.of Vologda,. Archangel, and Veliki- Ulling. 

8 Yhis 
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This goverttiOSiit is divided two provinces^ Vologda and VclikUUiliug. 

TrQvidce of Vtalogda contaitts fiv^ dlflirids. 

-Mii Vot 6 gd$, on the river VoIogdSt billing into the Sukhona> 

а. <3mfovetB, on a riv^ fallipg Into the Sukhonat. * 

3. Kadnikofy on a river falling Itkewife into the Sukhonst 

4 . T otma, on the left fide of the $ukhOiuu 

5. Vcleik, Of Velflt, on the river 

Provmee of Veliki-Uftiug contafos feven difixidls* 

I. Uftiug-Velilp, bn the river Sukhona« 

0. NikoKk, on a rivulei falling into the Snfchona. 

3. Lalfk, on the fmall river Mala» falling into the Lula. 

4. Solvytchegodlk, or Solivytenegodfle, on the tiver Vytehegda. 

5. Krafnoborikt on the left fide of the Dvintu 

б , Yarenik, on the right fide of the Vytehegda^ 'where it takes in the fnlall river 

Yarenga. * 

7. Uftfyfolk, on the river Syffol, falling about a verft below this town into the 
Vytehegda, 


X%.-^Gevernment Archangel* 

Formerly included in the Government of Vologda.j^Conlains feven diftriSts. 
t. Archangel, on the Dvina, about Seventy verlte from its mouth. 

а. Kolmogori, on the Dvina. ' 

3. Schenkurlk, on the river Vaga. 

4. Pineg, on the right fide of the Dvina, tyhere the river Pinega fhlls into k. 

5. Onega, on the river Onega, in Ruflian Lapland. 

б. Kola, on the river Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in the Frozen Ocean. 

7. Mcfen, on the river MeW, falling^nto the Froaten Sea. 

X%h—(j^overnfiimt of Ki^tma* 

Formerly inclnded in the government of Mofeow } two provinces, A. Itoftroma, 
B. Un{ha,—>Contrin8 eleven difinfis. 

I . Koftrotna, near the mouth of the Volga. 

а. Nerechta, on a rivulet frdiidg into the Volga 

3. Plcfe, cm the Volga. . 

4. Kadyi, on a iivulet frlfing jmto the Volga. 

5. Bui, on the river Kofttoma» wbpre it takes in the rhrer Vara. 

б , Galitch, on the lake of that nattu^ cothnitiittcailag with the river Kofiroma by 

the fmall rivulet Vara. 

7. Tchuckhloma, near the lake of the fiime name. 

8. Selgalitzk, qn the Kofhtm^ 

9. Kinechma, on rite Volga* 

10. Yurievetz Povolfi^, on the Volga, three verfis below the mouth of the Unfha. 

11. Lukh, oifb river falling into the Volga* % 

B. Province of Uafha.<«*|Conwn$ three difiriAs. 

I. Makarief, on the Dnfiia. ^ 

a. Vamovin, on the river Vetluga. 

3. Vetluga, on the fame river. 

voiw VI, 5 n XXII.— 
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%lll.--r Government of Nejhtifii Novoprodi 

'Contains thirteen diilrid^ . - 

1. Niflinai Novogorod, on the Volga, below the mouth of the Oce^ 

' 2. Balakhna, on the right fide of the Volga. 

3. Arfamas, on the fmall river Teiha, felling into the Occa. 

4. Makarief on the Volga. 

5. Vaffill, on the Volga. 

6. Semenof, on the rivulet Kerlhenz, felling into the Volga. 

7. Ardatbf, on the river Telh, falling into the Occa. • 

8. Gorbatof, oa the Occa. 

9. Sergatch, on the river Piana, falling into the Sura. . 

10. Perevos, on the fame river. 

1 1. Kniaginin, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianof, on the upper part of the Telh, 

13. Potchinki, on the river Atator, felling into the Sura. 

XXUl.— -Government of Cafan. 

Conquered from theTartars bylvanVaflilievitch II in 1 5 5 2. —Contains thirteen diftrifts. 

1. Cafan, on the rivulet. Cafanka, falling into the Volga. 

2. Sviaik, on the river Sviaga, a few verfts from its junSion with the Volga. 

3. Arlk, on the river Cafanka. 

4. Zyvillk, on the river Zyvil, felling into the Volga. 

5. ITchebaxar, on the Volga, near the mouth of the rivulet Tfchebaxarka. 

6. Yadrin,* on the river Sura. 

7. Kufmodemianlk on the Volga. 

8. Tzarcvokokchailk, on a rivulet Malaia Kokchaga, falling into the Volga. 

9. Tetiuki, on the Volga. 

10. lisikef, on the river Kama. 

11. Spalk, on the Volga. 

1 2. Tchifzopollk, on the Kama. 

1 3. Mamadylh, on the Viatka, felling into the Kama. 

^ "XXIV .—Government of Shnbirf;* 

Formerly a province of the Kingdom of Cafam-rContains thirteen diftrifls. 

1. Shnbirlk, or Sinbir(k,oa the Volga. 

2. Siugilief, on the Volga. 

3. Stavropal, on the Volga. 

4. Samara, near the junftion of the Volga and Samara. 

5. Sifran, on the Volga, Where it takes in the fmalL river Sifran. 

6. Kanadei, on the river Sifran. ' 

7. Tagai, on a rivulet felling info the Sviaga. : 

8. Buinlk, ofi the river Sviaga. “ 

9. Karfun, On a final! river felli^ into the Sura. 

10. Kotiakof, on. the right fide of the river Sura. : 

1 1. Ardatof, on the Aiator. ' 

12. Alatoc, on the Sura, where it takes in the Aiator. 

1 3. Kurmyk, on the Sura. 


XXV.— 
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%Xy,^C(iwntnietii of Penza. 

Formerly a province of G^an.— •Contains thirteen diltrifts. 
li Penza, on the river Siirt, where'it receivdi the rivulet Penl’a. 

а. ylMpkchainik, we(l of Penza. ; * 

3. Infara, on the river Infara; falling into the Mokcha. 

4. Verkhnei Lomof, on the river Lomof. " 

5. Niihnie Lonmf, on the faipe rivcT/ 

б . Narovtchat» on a rivulet filing into the Mokcha* which Joins the Occa. 

7. Troitzk, on thd Mokcha. ^ 

8. Krafnoflobpdlk, on the fame liver. 

9. Scheckeief, on a rivulet falling into the Alator. 

1 o. Saranflc, on another rivulet falling into the Alator. 

11. Goruditch, on a rivulet falUng into the Sura. 

12. Kerenik, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

13. Tchembar, on the fmall river Tchembar,*falling into the Vorona, which Sows te 

the Khoper. 

XXVI .— ^ Tanbef. 

Formerly part of the govemmenCof Voronetz.— Contains thirteen didrifts. 
r. Tambof, on the river Zna, which &lls into the Mpkcha. 

2. Schatfk, on the rivulet Schat, falling into the Zna. 

3. Kadom, on the Mokcha. 

4. Temnikof, oh the fame river. 

5. Iclatma, on the Occa. 

6. Koflof, on the rivulet Ufnoi Voronetz. 

7. Uflman, on the fmaU river Uflman, falling into the Voro nez. 

8. Lebedi^, on the Don, 

9. BoriiToglebfk, on Khoper. 

10. Morca, on the Zna. i 

1 1. Spafk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirilanoi, bn the Vorona, falling into the Khoper. 

13. Lipetzk, on the Voronetz. 

, XXyji.f^awemnmt rf Voronetz. ; 

Contains fifteen dillrifts. 

I. Vo»onetaj,ohthe river Voronefb,aboutfourteen verfisfromitsjunftioa with theDon. 

а. Sadonfk, on the Don. • J 

'3. Semlianfk, on a, rivulet falling in the Don. : 

4. Nifbnedmritzkyon the rivulet Devitza,’‘falling into the Don. 

5. Korotoiah, oh the Don. 

б. Bobrof, on the Biliuk; fiilling into the Don. 

7. Birutch, on the river Sofna, falling into 'the Don. 

8. OfirogOj^k, on a rivulet fidling into Sol^.^ ‘ 

p. Pavlovfk, on the Don. , ' 

10. Kalitva, on the rivulet Kalitva, falling Tntiiy the Don. 

1 1. Bogutchar, on a rivulet of-the fame name^ filling into the Don. 

12. JSielovodlk, on the river Derkul, felling into the Dbnek, 

13^ Valuiki, on the river Ofkol, where it receives the rivulet Valui. 

SDR 14. Livehfk, 
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1 4» Livenik, on th^ tivutet Valui, 
ij/ Kuptnflt; on the rivulet ^CMko!. 


S,XVmf^Gavcrxmnf ^ Kurjk.^' 


Formerly part of the government of Bielgorod.— Contains fifteen 
i. Xurlky on the river Tukor, into me riyer Seim, or Sera* 
tt. 'lgof,ton the Seim. 

3. Rylik, on the r|pie river. 

4. FretiVe on the fame river. 

5. Fatcfb, on a rivulet tailing into the Svopa. 
fi. Tchig^, on a rivulet falling into the Tim. 

7, Tim, on |fae river of the fame name, falling into the Sofoa. 

$. Oboian, on the river Pfol, * 

9. Sudlha, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Pfol. 
xo. Bogatoi, on the rivulet Penna, falling into the Pfol. 
ri. Dmitricf, on the Svopa. 1 

13 . ]Kelgorod, on the Donefz. 

13. Korotcha, on the rivnlet of that name, fidling into the Donetz. 

14. Movoi OAloI, on tl*'. <')ikoI. 

X5. Staroi Ofitoi, og g ihei.of that name. 


Severjtti. 

is the IHtraine, or Little Rnl!ia.i^Containhveleven diftri^. 




1. Novogorod SeveHkoi, on the right (bore of the Defna. 

а. Pogar, on the Sudofb, falling into the^Defna. 

3. MgUn, on a rivulet failing into the Ipul. 

4. Staroduh, on a rivulet &Uing into the Sudofb. 

5. Solhitza, on the Defna. 

б , Korop, on tbi left fhore of the fame river.' 

7, Koroleveta, on a rivulet falling into the Defna. 

* 8. Olukhof, on the river Tefma^ falling into the Setm. 

9. Konotpp, on a rivulet falling into the Seim* 
to. Suralh, or Surafhfk, on the Ipul. 

11. Novomefhik, on the fame river. 


XXX.— Gwrmnre/ (^^cbemigsf. 

Fonneriy part of the Ukraine.^jCoiurins eleven ^iii***^* 

X. Tchemigof, on the right fhore of the Defna. 
fl. Berefna, or Bcrefin, on the Defna. ^ ^ 

3. Gofodriaki, on a rivulet falling into the Snof, wmeh joins tl^ Softia, 

4. Nefhin, on thn Ofier,faUing int^ the Deiha* 

5. Romen, of Romna. dn the river $ula* 

6. Glinfk, on the fitme rivf^r* f * > ' v 

7. rriluki, on the Udai, filing ii to thn ^ i 

8 . Borfna, on a rivulet 01 the Tame, fiiUing into ftie Defna. 

9. Lokhvitna, on the river Sttla. 
ip. Gaditch, on the !l^ot. 

i^'i. Se^f, on a rivulet ftdltng into the Pfol. 


xm 
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XXXXf-^Gowrment if Kiof, 

« 

Being part of the Ukraine* of LktleRuffia^ was once duchy bclouj^ng to the Great 
Dukes* and Kiof, the capital, was thehf principal rehdence. This country was conquered 
by the Tartars, came again into the poffeiTion of the Oreaf Dukes, but was over-rsli 
and pofleCed by the Conacke, under the prote£tion of Poland. 

In 1654, the natives difcontented with John CaTimir, King of Poland, fubmitted to 
RuiGa, and have ever fince condnued fubjed to that empire. The vaft privileges en- 
joyed by the natives have been gradually abolilhcd, and they are now reductd to the 
fame Hate ae the otj||er provinces of the Ruffian empire.-^Contains eleven 

1. Kiof, on the Dnieper. 

2. Oj^er, on the Defna. 

3. Kofelatz, on the Oiler. 

4. Piriadn, on the Udai. 

5. *Periailaf, on the Trubeih, falling into the Dnieper. 

6. Solotonok, on a rivulet of the ikme name, falling into the Dnieper. 

7. Lubny, on the river Sola. 

8. Khorol, oq the river of the fanie name, Ming into thePfoL 

9. Migorod, on the fame river. 

10. Goitva, on the Pfol, 

11. Goroditcbe, on the Dnieper. 


gf Kharhf 

Formerly comprifed in the government of Ukrania S 10 Todjlkaia.<->Contaia 6 fifleoi 

^ diftrias. 

1. Kharkof, on the Uda, ffiUing into the Donetz. 

2. Tchuguief, on the Donetz. 

3. Ifmm, on the fame rivei*. 

4. Woltcbanlk* on a rivulet falling Into the Donetz* 

5. Solatchef, on the Uda. 

0. Walki, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz^ 

7. Bogodukho^ on the hfmo, falling into the Vorl^a. 

8. Krafnokutlk, on the fame river. ' 

9. Akhtyrka, on the rivulet Akhtyrka, DUIbg huo the left fhore of Worlkla* 

10. Khotmylk, on the Vorifcla. . ' » 41 < 

1 1 . Lebedtn, on a rivulet Olcbanka, falling into the Pfpl. 

1 2. Sumy, on the right 0 K>rh cf the Pfol. 

13. Miropolk, rni the &me rivers 

14. Nedrtgailof, on the river Suta. 

15. Bielopolie, ofiA rivulet ffilUng into the Sdim. 

Etaterrimjjlef 

This govemrnc^ cbtitrins the greateft part of tl«t territory which was wtefted by tite 
prefent Emprefs fitmt tl^ Torlu, wd chmprizas few Rid&a, the iatms goT<an!ment 
of Azof, and Crim Tartwf , , • " * 

It is divided into two^p|lt>v£o(ces Qf Gatberinenflaf and Taurida* 


Frovinee 
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r Province of Catherinenflaf contains fottirtetti <mftri£l;s« 

^ D 

It Catherinenflaf, on the Dnicper» 

3. Poltava, on the Vorlkla. ' 

3. Kremcntchuk, on the Dnieper* 

4. Elifabetbgrad, on the Ingul, falling into the Bog. 

5- Alexandria, on the Inguletz, falling into the Dnieper* 

6. Khcrfon, on the Dnieper, about fourteen verils below the mouth of the Inguletz. 

7. Stavenlk, on the Dnieper. 

5 . Novomorfleofle, on the Dnieper. 

9 Pavlograd, on a river falling into the Dnieper* 

10. Mariupal, on a river near the fca of Azof. 

1 1. Bakhmuh* on the river of that name, falling into the Donetz. 

13 . Donetzk,ontheriverDonetz. 

13, Conftantinogrim, on the Orel, falling into the Dnieper. 

14. Alexopolik, on the fame river; 

Province of Taurida, or Grim Tartar^. 

This fertile peninfula, the great mart of commerce in the Black Sea, was colonized 
for the purpofes of trade by the Greeks, Romans, G^ooefe, occupied by the Turks 
under Mahomet the Second, and governed .by the Khan of the Tartars, a vaffal to the 
Porte. On the peace of Mainardh in 1774, it vna declared an independent fovereignty, 
taken pofTeflioil of by Catharine II. on the abdication of the Khan Sahim Gerai, in 
1783, and confirmed to Ruffia by the Porte in'the jTatne year by the treaty of Conftan- 
finople. 'I’he Emprefs has revived feveral of thd antient Greek names. Contains 
feven diftrids. 

I. Levkopol, formerly Achmet«fchitt. 

3. Synpheropol, formerly Efki Krim, i. e. Old Crimea. 

3. Enpatoria, formerly Koflof, or Goflevc. 

4. Perekop. 

5. Phanagorla, on the ifland of Taman. 

b. Doeprovlk, on the Dnieper. 

7. Melotopol, on the river Melotchnie. 

XXXIV.— Govgrnment of Caucafttu 

% » > 

Divided into two provinces, Aftracan and CaucafudKbut not yet fubdivided into 

♦Uftrias. . 

Aftracan was conquered from the Tattars, ig^aj^lif^ by Ivan Vaffilievitch. 

Province of Caucafus will comprize the CpSai^rand all that dif^rift to the eafl; and 
foutb, now in the poiTeffion of Ruflia, between the rivers Don and Cqban, and between 
the Cafpian and the Euxine, extending as far the confines of Georgia, and, continu* 
ally augmenting by the redafrion and fubmilTion of the wandfsing hordes of Mount 
Caucafus. 


XX^XVt’^GoMmmcnt tf Sarat^ 

, Formerly a province or Albracan.*— 'Contains eleven diftrifte. 
1. Saratof, on the Volga, 
a. VbUk, on the fame river. 


3. Khvalynfk, 
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3* Khva!yfcfk,<»thefiunenver., 

4. KufnetRk, on a rivulet (ailing into the Sura. 

5. Serdoblk, on the river Serdoba, falling mto the Khoper. 

» 6. Petroflk) on the Medveditza. ' 

7. Atkar* or Atkarik, on the river Atkara, falling idto the Medreditza. 

8. Balakcf, on the river Khdper.''“ ' . • 

9. Khoperlk, formerly Novokhoperiki ont'the fame river. 

10. Kamychin, called formerly Dmitreflk* on the right fide of the Volga. 

11. Tzaritzyn, ontheVolga. 

XXXVI.— Cwernment ^Vfa. 

Formerly included in the government of Orenburgh, is divided into two provinces, 
Ufa and Orenbui^h. 

Province of Ufa contains nine diftrifts. 

1; Ufa, on the right fide of the Bielaia, a few’ verfts beneath the mouth of the river 
Ufa. 

2. Birfk, on the river Bielaia. 

3. Menfclinik, on the river Menfel, falling into the Ik. 

4. Bugulm, or Bugulminfk, on the Buguim, a rivulet falling into the Ik. 

5. Bogoroftan, on a river falling into the Samara. 

6 . Belebeief, on a rivulet fiilling into the Diema, which flows into the Biclria* 

7. Sterlitamak, on the (mail river Sterlia, Ming into the Bielaia. 

8. Ichalyabinfk, on the river Mijap. 

9. Troitzk, on the river Ui. 

Province of Orenburgh contains fouf diftrifb, 

1. Orenburgh, on the Ural, formerly the Yaik. 

2. Verkhouraiik, on the Ural. 

3. Bufulufzk, on the Samara, near the river Bufuluk. 

4 Sergiefik, on the river Samara. 


ef Viatka, 

Formerly a proy^ 9 ^o|j 0 alan contains thirteen diflri<£ls< 

1. Viatka, formerly Kblpoii on the Viatka. 

2. Slobodflc,' on the Viatka. 

3. Katelnich, on the Viatka. 

4. Orlbf, on the Viatka. • 

5. Faranlk, on a rivulet.falKng intb the'Viatka* 

6. Nolinfk, on the Voia, falling into the Viatka. 

7. Glalbf, on a river falling into the Viatka. 

0. Urlhum, on the Viatka. 

9. MalmycL on the fame river. 

10. Tzarevoi^tchurfk, on the river Kokchai^, filing into the Volga. 

11. Sarapul, op the Kama. 

12. Felabug, on the lame river. 

13. Kai, on the fame river. 


XXXVIII. 
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, XXTVlll.'^Government of Pern* ♦ 

Formerly a province* of Gafan,— contains two provinces. 

A, Province of Perm. ‘B, Province of Catharinenburgh. 

Contains eight diflrifts. 

1. Perm, on the Kama, where the nver Zegochekha falls into it. 

2. Solkamiik, on the fmall river Uflbika, falling into the Kama. 

3. Tcherdyn, on the river Kolva, falling iifto the Vjftera. . 

4. Obvin, on the Kamalk, near the month of the Obva. 

5. Okhanik, or Akhaitfk, on the Kama. 

6. Offa, on the left Ihore ot the Kama, vhere it receives the rivuUt Oflinhi 

7. Krafnouftmfk, on the Ufa. 

8. Kungur, on the rlVcr Sylva. 

B. Province of Catharinenbur^, 01 Echateriucnburgli, 

Formerly included in the government of Tobollk. — Contains feven diftrift'' 

1. Catharinenburgh, on the river Iflet, not far from its origin. 

2. Schadrinfk, on the left (hore of the KTct. 

3. Dolmatof, on the left flaorc of the Iffet. 

4. Kamychloffk, on the river Pychma. 

5. Irbit2, on the fmall river Irbit, ftilling into theNhza. 

6. Alapaieffk, on the fmall river Alapdl^a, .falling into the Nciva. 

7. Verkhoturie,onthe Tura. 

XXXIX.— Gfl'vfmwm ofTobolfy 

Comprehends the weftern part of Siberia, the conqueft of which countr}*, began by 
Yermac Timofeef in 1 579, during the rtagn of Ivan Vaflilievitch li., was linaily con- 
cluded before the death of Feodor Ivanovitch, in 1 598. 

It is divided into the two provinces of ^^oboUk and Tomik, 

Province of Tobolfil’icioai^ ten diftrifls. 

1. ' Tobollk, on the Irtylh, pppofite to tlie of the Tobol. 

2. Tiumen, on the Tuir. 

3. Turinlk, on the Tpra. 

4. Berefof, on the Soflva, Ming into the Ob* 

5. Surgut, on the Oby. 

6. Tara, on the Irtyfb. 

7. Talutoroflk, on the Tobol. 

8. Kurgan, on the river Kurgan. 

9; Ichimlk, on the river Ichim. 

10. Omik, on the Irtyfb, near th^ mouth of the Om. 

Province of TomfkJ— contains fix diflri^. . 

1. Tomfk, on the river Tom* I 

2. Kaiinfk, on the river Om. ' 

3. Narym, on die Oby, below the mouth of the Ker. 

4. Magafeia, or TuroUiaafk, on tho Tenifei. 

5. Teai. 



COXE’s *fXAVn.6 IN xussu.' 76* 

5* Yenifcifk, on the river Yenifei. 

c. Atchinlk. on the river Tcholym, falling into th^ Ob> 

'XL*-^Coxk:rnment of Kolyvati. 

* # 

Formerly includcil in the government of Tobolflc.— Contains five dillrifts, 

1. Kolyvan, the new capital of this government, on the Oby, near the mouth of the 

Berda, known before the inftitution of this government under the name of 
Bcrdjkoi Ofnf'g- 

2. Scmipalat, on the Irlyfh. 

3. Biilk, on (he river Bi, or Biia, which, by uniting with the Katunia, forms the 

river Oby. 

Kufnczk, on the riv'or I'om, oppofifeto the mouth of the Kondoraa. 

5. Kraflhoiarlk, on the river Yenifei, whercitreceivestheKatcha- 

XLl.— Irkuizk, 

The largcft.and lead peopled govenunent in Ruflla, conl^rifcs all the caftern part 
of Siberia, from the Northern Ocean to the frontiers of Chinefe Tartary, and front the 
boundaries of the government of Tobollk to the Eaftcm Ocean. This large territory 
was gradually conquered and appropriated by the Ruffians in tlieir defuUory excurfions 
from I’obollk. 

It Ls divided into the four provinces of Irkutzk, Nertlhinlk, Yakutlk, and Okotzk. 

Province of Irkutzk contains four didrids. 

1, Irkutzk, on the Angara, oppofite to the mouth of the river Irknt. 

2. Kirenik, on the Lena, above the mouth of , the Kirenga. 

3. Nilhnic-Udinlk, on the river Uda, falling into the Upper Tungulka. 

4, Vcrdmei-Vedinlk, on the river Vecla, foiling into the Selenga. 

Province of Nertlhinlk contains four didrifls. 

1. Nertlhinlk, on the Ncrtcha, foiling into the Schilka. 

2. DoroniniK, on the Tngoda. 

3. Bargufmfk, on the river Bargufini falling into the lake Baikal. 

4. Stretinlk, on the Schilka. 

Province of Yakutlk contains five didrids. 

X. Yakutlk, on the Lena. 

2. Olekminlk, on the Lena, fcvcral verds above the mouth of the Oleknta. 

3. Olentk, 1 town to be erected on ihe river Olenek. 

4. Schi^anfk, on the Lena, about eight hundred verds from Yfikuzk. 

5. Sachiverlk, on the Indigirka. 

Province of Okotzk contains four didrids. 

1. Okotzk, on the mouth of the Okota, filliug into a bay of the Eadern Occ^. 
a, Ichiginfkb on the fnoiith of the rivu* Ichigina, felling into the bay of Penlhina. 

3. Aklanlk, on the fmall river Aklanf foiling into the nver Penlhina. 

4. Nilhnic-Kamtehatka, on the river Kaiqtchatka, about thirty verds from its 

mouth. 
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SINCE this volume was pfinted, the Reverend Mr. Smirnove, chaplain to the Ruf- 
fiaii I»gation in London, has publiftied a Survey of the Rujian Empire which enume- 
nf :the governm'’nts asiu 1792, and differs in a few inllances from the geographical 
dlv.dons formed in 17S3 and 1785, which are given in this volume. 


The Ruffian empire is divided into 

I. The Northern Region. 

TI. The Middle Region. 

HI. I’hc Southern Region. 


I. The Northern Region contains the fol- 
lowing Governments : 

I. St. Pv'tcrfburg. , 

3. rchangel. 

3. Olonelz. 

4. Vyborg, or Wyburgh. 

1^. Revel. 

6. Riga. 

7. Pfeov. 
fe. Tver. 

9. Novogorod, 

10. Vologda. 

It. Yaroffitvl. 

12. Koflroma. 

13. Viatka. 

14. Pirme. 

15. Tobollk, 

IL The Middle Region contains : 

16. Mufeov. 

17. Smolchfk. 

1 8. Polotlk. 

19. Moghdov. 

30 . Tichernigov. 

31. Novgorod Sieverlkoi. 

22. Kharkov. 


23. Kourfk. 

24. Orel. 

25. Kalouga. 

26. Toola. 

27. Riazanc. 

28. Vladimir. 

29. Nizney Novgorod. 

30. Kaz.me. 

31. Sinbirlk. 

32. Penza. 

33. 'J’ainbov. 

34. Voronez. 

35. Saratov. 

36. Oufa. 

The hordes of Kirghis kaifacks. 

37. Kolhyvane. 

38. likoutflc. 

The Kourilfkie illands. 

I'he Aleouiilkie illands. 

III. The Southern Region contains : 

39. Kiev. 

40. Ekatherinoflav. 

41. The province of Tavrida. 

' 42. Habitations of the Don Kozaks. 

43. The government of Caucafus. 


Many qf the new territorial acquilltions made by Catharine the Second, were not 
formed into regular governments at her death. 'J'hcle acqijifitioni confitled of the 
diftricl of Otebakofi thofe parts of Poland \tffiich were diimembered^y Ruffia 1793 
and 1795, and Coiudand. j 

Paul made fomc alterations in the go|'ernmcnts, and particularly changed the name 
of Ekiitherinoflav into New Ruffia, from antipathy to his mother. He iikewife made 

I A fcvcral 
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fevcrat changes in the laws and adminlftratiori, which have been fince abrogated by the 
prefent Emperor, and the whole empire is again modelled according to ^le ordinances 
of Catharine, 

■■ ' I*, 

No. V .-^Aneciicies of Prince Potemkin. 

1 Avail myfcif of this new edition, to give feme anecdotes of this oxtraordinar)! 
man, who governed Ruflia with no lefs defpotic authority than Mcntchikof or Biron. 
Thefe anecdotes I ctrllefted in the courfe of iny travels in Rsiilia; but withheld them 
from the public during the lives of the Emprefs and Potemkin. 

Gregory Alexandrovitch Potemkin was defeended from an ancient and 
noble family, feated in the province of Smolenlko ; at an early period he entercd into 
the army, and, at the revolution, dillinguilhcd himfelf among the partizans of the 
Emprefs. He fignalized himfelf under Marlha! Romanzof, in his campaign againlt 
the Turks, and was deputed by Count Peter f*anin to deliver the keys of Bender to 
the Emprefs, when it capitulated to the Rufiians in 1770. Before this period, Po- 
temivin affedlcd a violent paflion for the Emprefs, and in the private audience, when he 
prefented the keys, made a declaration, of his attachment with fuch warm expreflions 
and wild geltures, as fecnipd to indicate that love had deranged his intellcdls. Catha- 
rine, at this time fafeinated by Orlof, was not touched by thefe marks of paflion, though 
file overlooked and forgave them •, yet they operated to his advantage, when Potemkin 
was afterwards introduced as a favourite by Ahxey Or'of, after the diftniflion of his 
brother, with a view to counreradt the cabals of Panin and Roinanzoft Potemkin 
continued to occupy that poll only fifteen months. He received the ufual order to ab- 
fent himfelf from court ; but foondftervifards contrived to regain his political influence,^ 
though he W'as compelled to yield to anew favourite. 

From that period he maintained an afccndancy over the councils of the Emprefs, 
and at his will introduced and difmifTed the fuccelTive favourites. During the favour 
of Count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counterbalanced by his influence, but, on 
his difgrace, rofe fuperipr to all coutroul. 

He was perfedirly acquointed with the temper and difpofition of the Emprefs. In 
his intercouffe, he affected to indulge a great fpint of independence, returned only la- 
conic anfwers to pages written w’th her own hand, and governed her, no lefs by re- 
moriflrating againlt her weakneffes, than by adminiftering to her pafliftns, . He gave a 
ftriking proof of this fpirit on the death of Lanfltoi. The Emprefs was fo alFeded with 
the lofs of this favourite, that fhe funk, like Elizabeth on the death ofEffex, into a date 
of defpondehey. She fliut fterfelf up in her apartment, admitted fcarcely any one into 
her prefence but the filler of Lanlkof, and fed her melancholy, by vifning the tomb 
which file had eredled to his memory. All bufinefs w'as fufpended. At this crifis Po- < 
teihkin arrived from the Crimea, and .rcmonllrated againft her weaknefs in fuch ftrong 
terms, that fhe burft into tears, and complained to Lanlkoi’s filler of his harih and un- 
feeling condudl. His importunities, howevpr, finally prevailed ; and one evening fiie 
Suddenly Zarfkbe Zelo, and repaired to the capital, w'herc her grief gradually 

fubfided. Catnarine never forgot Potemkm*'| franknefs; flie frequently, declared her 
obligations to him, who alone ventured to r 4 ufiLher from her defpQndencyj loaded 
him with higher honours, and repofed in him IdWiional confidence.^ , , > , - 

His honours, titles, and employments exceeded in number and dilUnftion thofe ever 
before poffeffed by Ji fubje£l ; to enumerate them would occupy no lefs than two or 

. c E a three 
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throe papjos j I (hall therefore confine ‘myfelf to his principal diftin^ttons; He was dig* 
nified with art tlie Ruflian orders of knighthood, a'nd the principal orde;x of Prufiia, 
Sw*dcn, and\Poland. He was'ficld^marflial, commandw in cWt, and iRlpp^of-gene* 
ral of all the Iiuffian furci-s, colonti of the Preobalhifilki guards, and of three regiments 
of cuiraffiers, gVenadiers, and dragoons, and pro/ident of the college of war. H6 wan 
grand admiral of the Euxine and (lafpian, grand hetman of the Coflacs, and governor* 
general of ihe provinct. s of Ekatheriiioflaf and 'rattnda, Uc wasalfo created a Prince of 
tlie Gtrman empire. 

His rt venues were adequate to his digniiie®. He received during his time of favour 
large rflafe , and o,ooo,cco roubles iir money ; he was lesrd over forty thoufand pea* 
fants in Polifii Ruffia, and five thoufand inlluffia ; he had a pen fion of 75,000 roubles, 
and 30,0 0 (or hi-i tabl.*. Being confidcrably in debt by Ioffes at play, he took an ad- 
vance of his penfion for ten years j but wavS gratified by the Emprels with the continuance 
ofhisfaiaiy. 

Yet this unparalleled income was not. a Icquate to his unbounded e«pcnces. During 
his campaigns, his march was conftanily preceded by an Englifh gardener, and fix hun- 
dred helpcis; they foitneila gaiden in our flylc, in the environs of the fpol where the 
tent of the Prince was piuhed, i vtn if he continued only a day. Walks of land or 
gravel were laid out, and docuraicd with borders of flowers } trees and Arubs of all 
forts and fuses were tianiplanted, and ornamental buildings imitated by ienij>orary 
wooden ftruQures ; it his flay was prolraQed the withered tr<;es were jxgnovcd, and re- 
plenifhed with frefli plant, itions. If the adjacent country produced no wood, llirubs 
and limbs of foreft trees were conveyed from a confiderablp dillance. He purchaied 
dn enonnoiis quantity of diamonds, with which he not piijy ornamented his drefs, but 
frequently amufed himfelf with arranging them in various figures,* ah'd lofllug them 
. with a childifh faiufaftion from one hand to the other. He lavl(jicd immonfe fumson 
his numerous miftrefies, and expended (till more in buildings whith he never iiihabilcd, 
or never u*ed but for the purpofe of giving magnificent fetes. 

•One of thefe galas, which he gave on his return from the conquefl of Crim Tartary, 
'n. his Taurian palace, is minutely delcribed in a foreign publication, which is copied 
verbatim hy the French hiograoher of tlathari.ie the Second, and literally tranllaied in 
the Englilh verfion *. '1 tie delcription of this fcic feeras to reAlife the extravagancies of 
an Oriental tale. 

To fupply thefe expences, and gratify his paflion for amalfing nehes, he drew Upon 
the ircafury foi ‘fums to an unlimited amount j and none of his drafts were ever re* 
jedled. 

He died at the tlofe of the fuccefsful camp^gn againll the Turks, and during the 
negociations for peace. He had been fbine tipie flightly indifpolcd, and prefagctl his 
approaching death. At the congrefs of Yafly, he was attacked by an epidertuical dif- 
‘ temper, which he encrcafed by every fpecics of excels and intemperance} in his 'jour- 
ney from Yaffy to Nicolaief, his fever rofe to a crifis, he was feixed with a violent cholic, 
alighted fi;pm his carriage, and throwing himU-lf on the groifnd, expired in convulfions. 
The Emprofs was at |irll much affeded with his death } but foou recovered, and feemed 
plcafed with her cmqnciparion from his hlfiuence. ^ *• 

Potemkin was clumly in his perfon, but of Herculean fae and flrcngth. A defed 
in his eye rendered his countenance ^wp'ing and forbidding j aud his firll addrefs was 

* AImana<h lillloiique rt gcn«.<ileg!q<ie de Pti'iii pour l*su<K‘C Caftcra’s Vic «1« Cstltariatf IL 

and Tooke’a Lite ui Catk.u ke II. 
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not only nnk^ard and embamfletl, but even timid and diflant. In mixed compames 
and (IranpiTS, he was filt’ot utid t^eferved ; but with thofe with whom !)e was Inti- 
» mate, he was affable*, cheerful, and indul^jed himfelf in fnimicry and f:ircaj|Lic raillery, 
in which be excelled. In routs, balls, and large focieties, he was rv>^cntly fecn 
•Handing ifolated from the company, abforbed in thotight’ j the involuntary gcHurt'S 
of his body, tiiarkod the rcftlensncfs of his difpofition, ami the ogitaiion of his 
mind, which leemed labouring with vaft projefts. In fatl he was fatiated with pIcA' 
furts, and niilerablc bccaufe he had no enjoyment left to defire, and every thing to 
apprehend. , • 

He was not fatisfied with his high honours and exalted ftation ; but was perpetually 
foiming fc hemes of diflindion and aitgrandifeqn’nt. He was felicitous to obtain tile 
order of the garter, and felt extremely difappointed that his application did not fuccced. 
Tluough his influence, however, a treaty was negotiated bctwefn Great'* Britain and 
Kuflia, by which Minorca was to be ceded to the Eniprefs 3^ anil the whole artillery 
and llort's, which were w'orih near a million flcrling, w'cro to be yielded as a gratifi- 
cation to Prince Potemkin. In return, the Fmprels was to fend fcvcral fhips of the 
line to the aflillanco of England* This negotiation was interrupted by the capture of 
Minorca. At orfe lime he afpired, at the inlligation of the court of Verfailles, to be 
llolpodar of Moldaiia and ’Wallachta at anoth<»r, by the ^ geftions of the King 
of Prullia, to become Duke of Courland j and by the Houf'T' * Auftri-a, he was per- 
fiiaded to al'pire to the throne of Poland. All tliofe fchemos, rapidly fucceeding each 
ether, kept him ftia conricual flute of rcftlefs agitation. 

He w'as extremely attached to religious ceremonies, pvticnlatly to the pomp of 
the (rnek church, and was well verfed in e^efiallical matters. Whenever dikon- 
tented with the court, of vexed with the cabals againft him, he exprefled an intention 
to retire, and afl'ccled an inclination to become a monk. 

I'hc room in wdiich he received company was next to his bed-chamber, coD'alned a 
billiard table, and wa.** ulually crowded by perfous of all ranks and nations. I have 
f( en at the lame time the principal miniflcrs and generals, noblemen of the highelt 
diftiuriion, atlifls, and mechanics j ' Engbfb, French, Gormans, Sivodcs, Danes, Per- 
fians, Georgian;, Turks, CalniUvS, and Tartars. Chefs boauls and back-gammon 
tables were Icaticred about die room, and the company enga|’/.'d in diflerent games, 
aa till it lamy iuggtfled. lie ufiuiUy dined at three, then retired i-ito his bed chamber, 
to take his afternoon nap^ and when he awoke, made his appearance in this room 
where the contpany was aflembled, Ibmetiuies full dreilld, at'^''.her tinit's in his robe 
de chambv'*, and flippers, and occafionuHy even without Uockings. He amufed him* 
lelf by overlooking thofe who were playing, or in talking yviih the company, principally 
with foreigiun s or artifls. 

He treated the. Ruflian nobles with gr&t haughtitiefs ; but was atteuifveand even 
affable 'to foreigners, when his firft referve was worn off. In his own houfehold ho 
was kind to liis fervants, and would not fuller them to be beaten, according to the 
cuftom of the country, though he was aware that he was the work ferwd for tjji> mild 
treatment. , , * 

He was llngukirly voracious, as well ‘as capricious in his appetite. Befid^s his ufual 
meals, in which no devoured indifcriminatelv the inoft common ’as well as the n>o{t 
coltly difhes, he was continually eating fmall ptltcl and bifcuiis, of which he bad a con- 
ftant fu))ply placed even at his bed-fide. » 

Dining one day at £laron Sutherland’s, court banker, and a member of the Englifh 
faftory, he was fo rau^h pleafed with a round of beef, that ho dcfired the remainder, • 

wit la 
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with the pewter dUb, and carving knife and fork, might be feht id ; his Rpartavents in 
thepalaceA It was regularly ferved at his tible, and placed on a fide* board in the anti- 
chamber, ubtil it was eaten. ^ he Prince applied to it himfelf feveral times in the cosirfe 
of the day, \pd preffed thpfe who vifited him to partake of the Englifh fare. 

He was by nature and habit eKtreratly indolent, and often negleflted the moft im- 
portant bufinefs ; but when roufed to exertion, his: activity was as remarkable as his 
fupinenehs. He fometimes (liirted from, his luxurious life at Peterfburgh, and, with 
fcarcely a moment’s notice, travelled like a courier, night and day, in a common - 
kibitka,; in thcfe journies he adopted the food of the Ruffian peafants, particularly the 
black bread, garlic, and falted cucumbers, until he reached the place of his deftinatioii, 
when he re-affumed his cuftoraary mode of living. 

He was fond of . wild and expenfiye fchemes, and was always furrounded with pro- 
je&ors, who continually duped and deceived him. 

A proof of his fingular and whimfical difpofition in theconduftof the moft important 
affairs, was communicated by a perfon prefent at the following feene. Sitting after 
dinner at Karakrim, or Old Crim, in company with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians 
and Engliffi, Potemkin faid, “ let us ballot for the capital of Crim Tartary.” Taking 
up a irofe, he laid a leaf in one place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming ** let this 
be for Achmetfehit, and that for Batcheferai^ let every one put a leaf near that to 
which he gives the preference, without alleging a reafon.” All did fo, and the Prince, 
counting the leaves, found the majority for Achmetfehit, and he faid, let Achmet- 
fehit be the capital,” anjl it became the capital. 

He warmly encouraged commerce and manufaftures, was the great patron of learn- 
ing, and particularly promoted Greek Hlerature. He poffeffed a quick comprehenfion, 
and furprifing raemoi^ ; his knowledge of books was generaf, though fuperficial j his 
reading was principally confined to the French belles lettres, and tranflations of the 
claffics, particularly Plutarch, and (o Ruffian authors on religious ceremonies ; but the 
information which he drew from perfons of eminence in every profeffion was prodi- 
gious. 

A well-drawn character of this extraordinary man, by M. de Segua, French ambaf- 
fador at Peterfburgh, is given in Caftera’s Vie de Catherine II. ifl edition, and in 
Tooke’s tranftation, vol. iii. p. 326. 
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^CI^AP. Account of Peter Appointed Gi'eat’Ditkc by Pl\zaheih.—~jEfpoufes the 

Prtneefs of Anhalt ' ZerbJl,-~‘Difcontented. — -liejides at Oranknbaim.—ponfruBt a 
Fortrefs.’^Difciplhm the GarHfon.r~ Intrigues to exclude hih from tbe. Succcjjion, — iV* 
feated^— Death of Elizabeth.— ^Acceffion of Peter His Rage for Reformation. — Irritates 
the Clergy^ Army^ and Nobles.— -Enthufajlic Admiration of the King of Pruyfia.—lncon.. 
fjlent Behaviour to his Confort Catherine. - Her great Abilities, prudent Condiift, and 
Popularity.— !-In .Danger of being arrejicd. — Heads a Party. — Meetings of the Infur- 
gents. — Infatuation of Peter . — Catherine cf capes from Pctcrhuf. -r Harangues the Guards. 
—Afeends the Throne,— Her Manifefto, — Advances againftthe Emperor.— His Arrival 
at Peterkof. — Defpondency and irrefolution. — Sails to Cron/ladt.—ls refufed Admit- 
tance.— Retires to Oranienbaum. — Reftgns himfelf into the Hands of the Emprefs. — Signs 
his Abdication, is conveyed a Prifoner to Robfeha, and dies, — His Body laid in State and 
interred.— Lenity of the Emprefs to his Adhercntt^, 

THE revolution of 1741 placed Elizabeth, dauf;hter of Peter the Great, on the 
the throne of R’uiTia. In the following year the JMnpj-efs nominated Charles Peter 
Ulric, foD of Charles Frederic Duke of Hoi ft ein Got lorp, by Anne, her fifter, fuc- 
ceffor to the crown. Having embracedT the Greek religion, he was appointed Great- 
Duke of Ruftia, with the accuftomed formalities, and affumed the name of Peter 
Feodorovitch. In 1745 he efpoufed Sophia Augufta, daughter of Chriftian Auguftus, 
Prince of Anhalt Zerbif, who, being re-baptized according the rites of the Greek 
church, was called Catharine Alexielna. She^ was born * in 1729, and was fixteen 
years of age at the time of her marriage. Their only iffue were the Great-Duke Paul, 
born j 754; and Anne, who was born in 1757, and died in 1761. 

During the firft years of their marriage the mofl perfcfl: union fubfifted between them, 
which was at length fucceeded by mutual averfion and difguft. Peter, vvhofe mind 
was warped by a bad education, and who was purpofely eftranged from political affairs', 
was held by Elizabeth in a ftate of* dependance ; a prey to idlcnefs, and without the 
power of amufing himfelf with rational occupations of literature, he devoted himfelf tcT 
the moft, trifling purfuits, or to the loweft gratifications. He was perpetually befet 
wiih fpies, who made unfavourable reports of his conduct to the Emprefs, ever fufpi- 
cious of his intentions, and conftautly alarmed vidth the dread of a revolution fimilar to 
that which had placed her upon the throne t- At Peterfburgh he had Apartments in 
the imperial palace, and lived more in the ftyle of a ftate prifoner, than of a fucceffor 
to the crown. When the Emprefs removed to Peterhof, he refided at his favourite 
palace of Oranienbaum; where, he amufed himfelf in training his fervants to military 
exercifes. The Emprefs, confidering this employment as likely to draw his attention 

^ Caiharlnc was horn at Stettin, where Iier father/ who was ni the Prufllan fervice, refidetl ns governor, 
and was educated with great attention under the cafe of her tnother, who was daughter of Clirilliaib 
Auguftus, Prtnee Bifhop of-Lubeck, A lady who knew her Ih fore her inairiagt, dcfciibed i^to me 
as cxttcmcly beautiful, accompkraed, and amiable- rnd atided, that e.vprcfied ^veat repugnance to go 
into RuflTia ; die evifli burft iuto tears, and dcciared that flit would rather marry a Count in Germany than 
the (treat Duke. ' • 

f The horrors of mind which Eliicabetli fufFered from apprehenfions of this kipd are fcorcelpr to be cre- 
dited* Had 1 not received the foTUpwing anecdote from tluibell authority I ftiould not infert it. Bcfides 
conftant wathes and guards jibput her apartment, a perfon, Vho was origiiuill)r a taylor, and, in whom ftie 
repofed the inoft perfedf conlidence, ufually remained at the foot of her bed while ilie wasafieep. He occu- 
pied this extraordinary poll nwo^and- twenty years, and at her death was gratified with a penfion. 

from 
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front political intrigues, ordered a corps of foldiers to be drtlbgbted from federal rogi- 
inents, anfi to be quartered at Oranienbaunt under his commai^. . ’ 

Peter, fffdent in purfuit eff his new occupation, formed in the garden a foitrefs in 
ininbturc,\ few feet fqnare, from which he ftudied pradicaV fortification. Pleafed 
with this firlt elTay, he cauied a larger and more regular fortrefs to be condrufted near 
the palace : wifhin was a brick building, railed the governor’s houlb, wooden habita. 
taiions for the ptincipal ofll ers, and barracks capable of containing fifteen hundred 
foldiers. Every thing wore a martial appearance* : the hours of ‘morning and even- 
ing parade were marked by the firing of cannon, a regular guird was ftaiioned, tlx 
troops wcr.‘ drelTed in the German uniform, and taught, undtr his diu'wlion, the Piuf- 
fian cxercife. This houfe in the fortrefs was the principal fcciie of h's convivial onter- 
tainntents ; there, when not employed in excrcifing his troops, or ifiuing military or- 
ders, he paffed his lime in drinking and fmoking with the olPcers, and geiicialiy pufhed 
ihepleafures of the table to an excels of into^ic?tion. 

Impatient of conlliamt, he occafiojully broke into open and bitior invcClives againll 
tlicKmprefs ; he often declared th u he was called into Rullia to be connned like a Rare 
prifoncr, frequently expreffed a dellrc to return info Ilollftin, and loundid hi'- only 
hopes of co|^»fort on the death of Idizabcth. Thole evprtfltoiii,, aid ays carried llie 
Fmprefs, and either wantonly exaggerated, or malignantly interpreted, made Inch an 
imprcflion on that Piinccfs, that fiie was nra' ly induced, by the Chancellor Beftiichel, 
to exclude him from the luctcflion, anl diclare Paul her heir, and Cifhaiiue regent, 
in cafe of a minority. 1 Beliuchef rtpieRnicd to the Kinprefs, that Peter had proved 
liimfclf unworthy of the crown, by openly evpi'clTing contempt for the Ruffians, and 
placing his whole confidence in fi'reignets ; that he was guilty of the bafcR ingratitude 
to her, and that flie would confer a fignd 1« rvice on h. 1 fnbj->£lr, by excluding a perlen 
fo difqualificd for diretling the reins of empire. Fil/abeth, won b) thefc aigumeat , 
and alarmed with the appreheufious of a conlpnaey to bo loimiug againR lur per- 
fon, aluioft confcnlcd to the projiofal ; but, on d hb'rat’ rafleClton, peritvered in her 
former appointment of Peter, and BcRuchcf f was ffilgiaced. Such was the fimation 
.of the court, when Elizabeth died on the ajtli of December 1761. 

Petei 

* It IS finpulirto ohfene ilw conlotmitv in the nianXin, ami piirfuit> of the Bnipi-roi and his 

fon Paul The liw.1^ poitiait xvliirli Kul'mie diivvof l\tei* ttjually tefr mbit d Paul. *• Uin. loitc dc 
niauie militaire £ icpin ’.nt Tiir toute fa vie ; fa hgiire natuielltineiit ridicutu. le devenait btaiiconp plu) 
foiiv tin habillemcnt ui il avait outie la nnnicie Pintneiine. Let ^u£tre<i t|u’il poitait tuiijours etoleiit ii 
ftiieib (in'cllL, Itti otaniit h uiouvunoit dth gcnotiVi ei I’ubligcaient a a’afTtoii ct a marclui tout d’unc 
] 'tee. Un vafle chapeau bi'n*nn( nt leiroufli coxniani u i petit vifa^jc laid itt malin, dune phj fio.>iu)mie 
afftt/ Vive ; il fe plaifair i ft dtl'ifuttrcrcoie pir dc p<ipttt)tlle>i giitnaccv. dont il s'lftait fait un anuift incut. 
iJon efprit n’etiit tenendant tail, tjii Iqiie tivaciX, rt en reconnaifat en lui un talent atfiv nwirqin pour la 
bouffontiene ’* Kulln'eie diHcdote? fiit U Kcvtilutiwu dc RuflTe.jj. »S, 19, 

f Of all tliL piincipil nobles difttiared by Eli/ibe)rb> ikfluciuf tlune na« not retailed to court b^ Pettr; 
a Iliong p'-ouf ofhia 111111^111 <. apvnittthjt Piincc, uho, with all hia vieaknck, waiof 4 temper ixctedmgly 
humaqe and foi giving, lit wau lecalkd at tho at ctfiion of Catharine 

It a^'aib fiom fomc of Mi> Ktith’s diipatchi^ to Lord UoldenieSe, that Btlluchef was difgraccd by 
the intiiprues of the H.iri.c 1 i party, and that he «vas fufpe£ted of eabalHuj; in favour of the Gieat l)uclief>. 
Two exuafts from thefc difpatches will ferve to thew her melancholy lltuation, and tlfc prevalence oi thifc 
fnfp c’ons, ' _ * ‘ ^ 

’• TIic poor Grsnd-i)uclicfs is (fill in didiefs; but it ia tfioiight n reconciliatton, an apparent one at 
lend, will foon bedamught about between tjfc Emprefs and her; and as a fnierunntr of i«, Count Peter 
Schiiv allow afluretf her the other day, from* Her Majtdy, that nothing fevtie fkoiild happen to any of 
the ptiiontis. 1 believe this is tijic, as I know, by anotlici channel, thit the Emprefs does not intend to 
ronSfeate the Chancdtoi’s eftatc, and it is even faid, that Hei Maiefty is uiMofy about what has already 
happened to him, as nothing or lonfeqnence has yet appeared againlt him. ’ 

" Count 
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Poter affumed the reins of government with all the joy of a perfon enlarged from a 
long confinement ; he releafcd the principal Rate prilbners, particularly Bison, Duke of 
Couriand, Marlhal Munich *, and Leftoff ; and in all,fiato afiairs tondufied liiiufelf 
on political principles diametrically op))ofite to ihbfe of the late Emprers. y 

' ’ ' ' ’ ’ ceafe, was, in coujvtnflicfti with (he cc/irts o: 


Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe 


of Vlcinia 
a fj>;;edy and 


} til. LkX\^ IJtilJV. Kfl 111^4 VVrtOj IIX V. Aj- 14 - V 1, liV- 

and Paris, engaged in a war with the King of Pruhia, which proiraTed 
glorious termination. The rcfources of Frederick v/ere nearly f .xhaulUiJ ; and, not- 
withdanding his vigorous and fucccFfu! (^ppofition, he leemed on the point of being 
ovcrwlichncd by the number and jjor'everance of his c ncMiJc:;'. But ]\:ler no fooner 
afeended tfic throne, ‘than, nicriliciug every other conriileraiion to liis extravagant 
enthufiafm for the characler of thePruiiiaii monarch, h - diipatchoJ an envoy to Berlin, 


lo propofe an ifumeuiatc reconciliation, to whicli Frederic acceded, ami a fuf'pcnfion of 
lioflilities was fooii concluded, l^etor recalled his troops from the Auhriari army, and 
in a fhort interval fent a reinforcement of r .venty thoufand men to liis favourite hero. 
Thus, within the fpace only of a few* months, Ruflian forces joined the Prufliim army, 
in order to d^ive from Silefia thofc very Audritins who had been brought into that 
province by the Ruflian arms. 

Having gratiQed his inclination without confulting his aliu s, or the honour of Ms 
empire, he aimed at recovering his paternal inhcidtancc, the duchy of Slefvick j and did 
not hefitate to involve his fubjefts in Jin expcnfivc war witlr Denmark, on account of 
claims conlidered by many as ill-founded and chimcricah Peter, as Duke of Holflein, 
fojnicd preteufions to that duchy, although ceded by a treaty in 1732 ; and at the con- 
clufion of the peace with the King of Pruflia, ordered an L.'DVf to march into Holilein, 
which hcpurpolcd to command in perfon. 

With refpetd to the interior adiuiniflrarion of aflairs, the Emperor turned his atten- 


** Count Poniulovvfki is involved iiT llic laic intrigucii, nnJ it is ihonglit Ik: v, ill not. remain long at tin’s 
court. Pctcrfoiirgh, March if/30, 175;S. Pi ivaic ami Secret.*' 

“ As to the Grcat-Duchcfs, flu' hasbevyi all along in gicat diflrcfs ; ill with the Fmprefs, and il.ill woiTe 
w'idi the Grand-Dukc, (lie rectived the other day a very Jfnfible mortiheation ; one of her favourite bed- 
chamber women hr. v in jr been taken from her, and put under arrell, 'Pliis, asJ 1 hear, occanoueel an in- 
terview' between tlie Empiefs and the Duchefs about four days ago, in which, after fome lliarp rt*proor:!i 
on one fide, and \varm expoflulations on the other, Hei Imperial i iighnefs f II at the Emprefs’s feet, and 
told her that fince fhc had l)ceu fo unfoitunute as to incur Her Ma'pllyhi difpJeafiirc, though innocently, 
and had thcrehy drawn upon licriMf To many, and ftich ftiifibk mortiiications. as. juiatjd to family quar- 
rclri, made her life a burthen to her, fhe had hut one favour to alk her, namely, tl^at HiSr Majelly would 
rdlow luT to TctiTC out of Rufiia, and to pafs the rtll of her lime with her mother, afTunng'lhe Emprek, 
at tlie finic time, that if Eler Mtijclly Ihoiild think it for the intcrefl of her empire, that tlie Gic’at-i)nkc 
fhoitid take anotha* wife, neither H^c nor any of her family would make the fmaileil oljjte’cion to it. Tlie 
Eniprcf!’., they fay was greatly afleiSlcd with this jtlifcourfc, and talked wiili much move foftiKis than be- 
fore to the Grand Ducfitfs,. entering hudSfevcral particulars with a greater air of kindnefs than fhc had 
done for a long while pall: and when in the converfiition Her Imperial Ilh;luief:^ was beginning to touch 
upon fome things relating to the Gr3nd-.Diikc^s tinklndnefs, {wlio was prelVnt all the while) the Emprefs 
made her a iiga to hold iier tongue, and in a low voice told her, tliat ihc muil have anothti w:ou^'faliori 
with lK,r alone, and that it fltould be very foun. It vva.A thouglit Wednefday lail \van the day ..fj^pointed 
for it, as Iler MajeRy', vvhofe heart is at bottom both -good and tender, w'as to take ibe facrament the 
next day/ It is hojjcd a reconciiiation may have been the confeqiicnce of that meeting ; and. certainly the 
generality of people w^fli it very finccrcly, the Great- Du chefs having many friends among tliofe of the ftrft 
rank. St. Pcterftmrgh, April 7/28, ^ 7.'j8 Secret/* 

* For an account of Biron, fee book v. c. ix. arid of Marflial Munich tlie next cliaptcr. 
f I..eilofwas a furgeon ; by birth a German; he was a partifan of Elizabeth, and aHided her in plan- 
ning the revolution of 1742. But that ungrateful Princefs forgot this favour i and, becaufe Ldlot be- 
came haughty and impertmevt, baniflied and detained him in prifon until fhe died. 

voi.. vf. S ^ 
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tion to reform his kingdom ; and envy muft allow, that, notwithftanding his precipU 
tancy and iWprudence, Ruflia dates feveral ufeful alterations from his fhort reign. 
Peter annulled the fecrct cou»cil or inquifition * of ftate ; abolifhed many oppreflive 
prerogatives,\Ujrmcd a plan for corre’fting the abufes in the courts of judicature, and 
for introducing a lefs corru{)t fylfcnj of jurifprudence. He freed the nobles from their 
obligation of ferving in the army, and permitted them to travel into foreign countries, 
which before depended on the arbitrary will of the fovercign. 

During the firll fix weeks of his reign, Peter propofed fo many beneficial regulations, 
and made fo many judicious refledions, that thofe who had formed a mean idea of his 
capacity, conceived themlclves miftaken ; and imagined, that, during the reign of 
Klizabeth, he had, from motives of policy, afleded a deficiency of underftanding. His 
fubfequent conduft, however, fully proved that he was ilill the fame weak and impru- 
dent prince ; that he could only adopt the fehemes fuggefted by others, but did not 
pofl'efs abilities fufficient to carry (hem into execution ; that he had all the rage of 
reformation, without the judgment nccefTary for a reformer. Thel'e falutary regula- 
tions were accompanied with others that were trifling, feme that wei't detrimental, 
and feveral, which, although in themfelves ulefii), yet being contrary to ihccuftoins and 
genius of his people, were imprudently propofed in the commencement of his reign. 

He irritated the clergy by fecularizing the eftates of the monalteries, and afligning 
penfions far inferior in value to incomes of the* ecclellaftics before tin’s alteration ; by 
R rbidding the admiffion of novices into convents before the age of thirty, and by or- 
dering many painted images of faints to be removed from the churches. He banifiied 
the Archbifhop of Novogorod, forrefufingto confent to thel'e ordinances ; but finding 
this adt of arbitrary pow'cr attended with general difeontent, he was obliged to recall 
him. Being liiinfelf educated in the I.uthcrau church, he had embraced the (ireck 
religion with a view of fucceeding to the throne j but he? w'as no fooner in poll'clfion, 
than he imprudently dil'played his contempt of many rites and ceremonies, regarded 
by his fubjetls with profound reverence. He built a I.utheran chapel in the fortrefs 
■of Oranienbaum, was prefent at the dedication, and diflributed with his own hand 
tiooks of hymns to the German foldiers. This drcumrtance might have pafled un- 
noticed, had he not been abfent at the confecration of a Ruffian church in the fame 
place. 

He ofl’ended the army by his preference of the Holftein troops, by introducing the 
Pruffian difcipline, and appointing new uniforms to fe\'eral regiments. He particu- 
larly gave umbrage to the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capita], by ordering 
two regiments to march into Pomerania, where the army againft Denmark was 
affembled. 

He aifronted the nobility by appointing bis uncle Prince George of Holftein gene- 
raliffirno of ihe forces, and by the I'uperior confidence which he placed in foreigners. 
He inflamed the general odium by the public contempt he exprclfed for the Ruffian 
nation, for their religion and manners. He railed great difcontenls, as well by en- 
gagin^in the war with Denmark, a war v/hich feemed totally unconnected with the 
intcrefts of the empire, as by his boyndlefs admiration of the Great Frederick, with 

' «• 

♦ This iltUc inqiiifition was invented by AKiicy Mtcli-u-lovitch ; it confifttd of a fecrct committee of 
confidential perfons, appointed to jndge crimniiilB Aifpeded of high tieafon. Perfons of all ranks and 
fexvs were liable to be arrefied upon the lufpicion , and tortiireci in the moil dreadful manner- 

Thtrc was a ca.eh word— c.Igvo i dtlo, “ Words and deeds;** which, if any one only pionounced 
againft another, was fufticicat cawfe fur iiis being immediately apprehended, and lent to the fccret com- 
miuee. » 

whoiMi 
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whom Ruflia had been fo lately and fo long in a Rate of hoflllity. During the life 
of Elizabeth, he exprefled his concern to one of the foreign miniflers, that the Emprels 
had invited him to Ruflia : “ If,” added he, “ I had Remained Duke oi Holllein, I 
fhould now have commanded a regiment in the Pruflian lervicc, and Iiaye the honour 
of ferving pcrfonally fo great a monarch ; an honour which I efleemnar luperior'to 
that of being Great-Duke.” After his accefliou, he ufed publicly to call him vuijier. 
Talking with one of his favourites upon this topic, he faid, “ You know 1 have been 
a faithful fervant to my majler ; for you remember that I ti anfmitted to him intelligence 
of all the fecrets of the cabinet.” And as the perfon, to whom this difeourfe was ad- 
dreffed, hefitated making a reply ; “ What are you afraid of?” returned t!>e Emperor, 

“ the old woman is not now alive, and cannot lend you into Siberia.” He generally 
wore a Pruflian uniform ; exprefled the utmofl; fatisflidlion at the formality of being 
appointed an oflicer in the King’s fervice ; and when he lent his minillcr to Berlin to 
negotiate a mutual alliance, gave him fecrct inftruclions to be careful that no perfon 
fhould be promoted above him in the Pruflian army. On receiving the paten*’ which 
conferred upon him the rank of Hcutcnant-gencrAl in that fervice, he drefled himlelf in 
his now uniforrn, ordered a general difeharge of the cannon in the fortrefs of Oranicii- 
baum, gave a magnificent entertainment in honour of his promotion, and drank his 
inafler's health until he became quite intoxicated *. 

Inuring his fhort reign he maintained! a conflant correlpondcnce with the King of 
Prufiia, and always received from him the mod falutary advice. 'I'hat able monarch 
earnelfly difluaded him from the Danifh war ; but finding him obftinately determined, 
advifed him to be fird crowned at Mofcow'with the ufiial Ibleamiiies, and, when hemarch- 
ed to Holftcin, to carry in ins train ail the foreign miniflers, and fuch of the Ruflian nobles 
as were fufpefted of difalTebfion. Frederick alfo cautioned him againfl alienating the 
lands of the monafferies, and interfering with the drefs of the clergy, and pariiciilarly 
recommended a due attention to his confort. Indeed, the King, whofo penetration is 
equal to his valour, forefaw the confequcnces which were likely to reluit from the 
Emperor’s imprudent conduft, and ordered his ambalfador at Peterfburgh to fliow 
every mark of relpebl to the Emprefs. 

Had the advice of the King of Prullia been adopted, Peter might have avoided his 
unhappy deftiny j but it war the cliaraftcr of that mifguided Prince to purfue vvith un- 
remitted obflinacy what he had once relblved, Thcmgli his plans of relormatlon were, 
in many refpeds, highly falutaiy ; yet the precipitancy with which he endeavoured to 
carry them into execution, and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudi5cs, deftroyed 
the affeftion of Ifus fubjebls, fomented the intrigues of the oppolUo party, and terminated 
in his dethronement. 

In no light dal the inconfiflency of his character manifefl; itlelf more ftrongly, than 
in his behaviour lo his confort. During ^hc reign of Elizabetli, Catharine employed 
her hours of Icifure hi a courfe of afliduous ftudy, and particularly applied horlelf to 
thofe authors who were moft eminent for political knowledge ; born with fuperior 
abilities, Ihe improved them by a conflant habit of reflcbtion, and paid an uure'>kting 
attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her mild and infinuating maimers, her 
engaging addrefs^the gracb-s of her perfon, her* unwearied afliduitics, and a perpetual 
■* 

* I..orcl BiickinghamfhiVe, in a private letter to Lord HarJwIcke, tbuii accounts for the predile&ion of 
Peter in favour of the King of Pruilia : “ Peter 111, was, inhk youth, at the court of Priiliia, and being- 
greatly Aruck with the military difciplinc, the impTcilion it nude on him was fo ftroiig, that he thouglit 
any deviation from it incxen fable, and a little before his misfortunes, he remouAraied in a letter to His 
Majclly, againft fume altctaluuno he had lately made ill the uuifoim,’^ 

5 V 2 ftind 
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fund of interefting converfation, conciliated the favour of thdf fufpicious Elizabeth, who 
treated her with complacency and affeftion. Even her hufband, though his general 
behaviour to, her was contemptuous and unmannerly, occafionally teftified great refped 
for her fupei^r abilities, and ufually demanded her advice in every important emer- 
gclicy. Whenever any mifunderftanding arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catharine 
was employed as mediatrix ; and Peter not imfrcquently owed a favourable reception 
at court to her influence. After his accefiion, though he gave public marks of deep- 
rooted averfion, yet he would often behave to her with deference. By an unac- 
countable att of inipfudencc, he, in a full court, invefted her with the exterior deco- 
rations of fovereigniy ; while, in the rharadcr of Colonel, he prefented to her the 
oilicers of his regiment. At the blefilng of the waters, when the Ruflian monarch 
appears in all the pomp of nrajoi!)', the ceremony was left to the Emprels, and he 
iJiountcd guard as Colonel, and fainted her with bis pike. Uinicr all thefe circum- 
dances, the dignity of her doportmct'it was fo llrllting, that it was irnpofllble not to 
contrafl: her behaviour with the trifling levity of her luiibandks conJud t and to give 
the preference where it was fo evidently due. 'I'hus tliis infaluarcvi P'diice, at the 
very time he was fully determined to divorce and imprifon his wife, imprudently dif- 
played to his fubjeds her capacity for empire; and, while he proclaiined her forfeiture 
of his own edeem, adopted every method to fecure to her that of the whole naiioti. 
Meanwhile the breach was contiiiuaiiy widened : he occafionally behaved to her w'ith 
the mod brutal contumely ; and once, in particular, at an cntcrtalmnent he j.avc iu 
honour of the King of / Pruflia, he publicly aiVronted her to fuch a degree, that Ihe 
burft into tears, and retired from table. Thus his infults, no lefs than liis deference, 
equally attraded odium to himfclf, and popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well-known fact, that he more than once avowed an intention of arreding 
both her and the Great-Duke, whom he propofed to exclude from the fucceflion, and 
of marrying Elizabeth Couiitefs of Voronzof, his favourite miitrefs. Information of 
this alarming ineafiire was immediately conveyed to Catliarinc, through the imprudence 
of the Countefs. By the fame, cr other means, as well as by the irulifcrelion of Peter 
himfelf, the Emprefs obtained early intelligence of every rclblurion formed againd her 
perlbn. She was thus enabled to feize the decifivc moment of enterprize, and fecure 
her fafety by preventing the defigns of her Indband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more and more imminent, and the moment of 
her arreli feemed at hand. A brick houfe, confiding of eleven rooms, had, by the 
Emperor’s orber, been conftruCled in the fortrefs of Schlufl’elburgh *, for a perlbn of 
very confiderable confcqiience,- nnd with fiich expedition as to be almofl finiflied within 
fix weeks. Peter went hirnfeif to .‘‘chlulTelbiirgh with a view to examine it ; and no 
great depth of penetration was requifte to perceive that it was built fxrr the Emprefs. 
In this important crifi.s a meeting of her pilrty was held at Peterlburgh. This party 
was extremely fmall, and, excepting the Princels Daflikof, and her particular adhe- 
rents, confided only of a few among the principal nobility. The mod confpicuous of 
thefe-^cre Prince Volkoniki, ('.ount Panin, Governor of the Great-Duke, and Count 
Razamoiski, Hetman of the Ukraine. In the firft confutations For dethroning Peter, 
it was propofed, according to the plan of Chancellor Btllucfljcf, to declare the Great- 
Duke Emperor, ahd Catharine regent during his minority ; and this would have been 
the meafure iiaturally followed in any country, wherein the order of fucceflion- was 
more fixed than in Ruilia. Only a ^ew days before the revolutis^gil^e inconvenience 

• See the dvfci iption of this WIdiog in book iv. chap. 7, 

10 


attend- 
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attending a minority, joined to the popularity and abilities of the Emprefs, induced her 
party to adopt the rel'olution of placing her upon the throne. At thele meetings va- 
rious plans of an infurre£i:ion'\vere propofed ; but it was at length unaninioully agreed 
to delay their attempt until Peter’s departure for Ilolftein. ^ ^ 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in this metmentous enteffprife ; yet the 
(lefigns of the party coaid not be concealed from the friends of the Emperor, who 
earneftly intreat cd hitn to invefligate the foundation of the report. But Peter, who 
had committed the care of the Eniprefs’s perfon to tiiofe in whom he placed the 
biyhefl; confidence, could never be prevailed upon to give the flighted credit to the 
Vii'uiour ; and indeed "he was fo convinced of its Iglfchood, that any fiiggeftions on 
that head always ofl'ciuied him. One of his conlidents prefpntcd him a memorial in 
writing, in wliich the names of feveral confpirators were* mentioned. “ What, always 
the old llory !” laid the Emperor; “ here, take back your paper, and dp not trouble 
me any more with fuch idle tales.” His uncle. Prince George of Ilolflein, was fre- 
ouetitly heard to fiiy, that he was tired of tendering remonltrances, and that the Em- 
peror was in&iifible to the danger of his fituaiion. On the very morning of the 
revolution, alxuit two o’clock, an officer, who had a great lhare in Peter’s confidence, 
arrived at Oranienbamn, tpid demanded to fpeak w ith him on an affiiir of the greatclt 
importaiux'. Being, after fome difficulty, admitted, h5 acquainted the Emperor with 
feveral circumflances, which I'oemed to indicate a confpiracy on the point of breaking 
out : but the infatuated Prince, far from paying the lead attention to the intelligence, 
ordered the officer under immediate arreft, for prefuming to diflurb him at fo late im 
hour. And yet at this very hour his dethronement was u'etermined, which event was 
accelerated by a circumftance perfedly unconneded with the intentions of the oppofite 
party. 

The arrcfl of one of the Emprefs’s adherents, a lieutenant in the guards, whofe name, 
wasPaflec, greatly alarmed her friends, as they concluded that the Emperor had pene- 
trated their defign ; and although they foon uifeovered that it had been occafioned by 
fome irregularity of whicii he had been guilty as an officer ; yet their conlternation 
haftened the execution of the enterprize. Every moment was big with danger ; and 
adifeovery. feem^’u inevitable if the inlurredion was delayed until the Emperor’^ depar- 
ture for Hoilleiii. 

The Emprefs, however, who continued at Peterhof, fltuddered at the advice to pre- 
cipitate the hour of adion : her re! >!ution at thlsavd’ul crilis, when immediate decifion 
wasneceffiiry, feeinedfor a moment to fail, and (he hefitated to adent ; Rut her party at 
Pcterlburgh, convinced that the lead delay would prove fatal, dirpatched, on the even- 
ing of the 27 th of June, an empty carriage to Peterhof, the appointed fignal for her 
approach to ihe capital. Catharine, whofe greatnri's of mind foon returned to fupport 
her in this dreadful ftate of fufpenfe, iftdaatly efcaped frv>in her apartment ; and, at 
three o’clock in the morning, haying traverfed the garden to the place where the car- 
riage * was waidng for her, was conveyed with all ipeed to Peterfourgh. It was pre- 
concerted that Count Panin fliould attend to the falety of t’ne Great-Duke’s ..f4’rfon ; 
that Gregory Orlof fliould femaia in the capital to win over foilie of the guards; and. 
that Count Ra^omofski fhould prepare his regiment for the recejpfiori of the Emprefs. 

* This carviajre was condndtfd by one of tlie Emprefs’s moil confidential adberents, I bcHeve by Count 
Alexey QrloF j but aa I found it iinpradieuble pofitivcly U) afeertaiu, the perfon, 1 was unwiliing to ad- 
vance any facl, of wfneb I was hot as perfci^Uy convinced as the intricate naliire of ihefc affairs wcniM ad- 
mit. I have reafon to believe that he was affilled by Prince Baratinflii, who remained with the carriage^ 
while lie repaired to tlic EApief^^a apartment. 
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In conf^'qupnce of this determination, Catharine repaired to the quarters of the Ifmai. 
lofski guards. The hour was fo early that Razomofski, the Colonel, was not yet ar- 
rived, a circumftance fufBcicm to have difconcerted a p'erfon of lefs fpirit; but the 
^mprefs, having difpatched a meflenger to him, fummoned the officers and fol- 
diel's- A few who had beerf' apprized by Orlof w'erc ready j while the greater part, 
being roufed unexpectedly from their flumber, made their appearance fcarcely half 
drefl'ed. 

Ihe Emprefs laid before them the bad conduct of the Emperor, his avowed contempt 
of the Ruffians, his averfion to their cufloms, and his attachment to foreigners. She 
expofed the dangers which awaited herfelf, her fon, and the principal nobility; flic 
expatiated upon the probable fubverfion of their religion and government, and exhorted 
all thofe to follow her, who were defirnns of fiiving their country, and refeuing her and 
the Great Duke from deftructioii. Her fpeech, occafionally interrupted with fighs 
and tears, was Ihort and pathetic, and, further enforced by the graces of her pcrfoii, 
made an inllanlancous impreffion. I’he greater part of the foldiors anfwered her 
with loud acclamations ; a few officers', indeed, at firit feemed to hefitata-; but the ar- 
rival of Razomofski quieted their apprehenfions, and the whole regiment offered to 
facrifice their lives in her cauft*. Catharine then proceeded to the. church of the 
Virgin Mary of Cafan, and waS* joined by other bodies of guards, and by many of the 
principal nobility. Service being performed by the Archbtfliop of Novogorod, the 
Emprefs took the accuftoined oath, after which the nobles and people flocked in 
crowds to fwcar allegiance to the new fovereign. At the conclufion of this ceremony 
fhe repaired to the fenate; the members of which body acknowledged her foie Empreis. 
A report, induflrioufly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall from his horfo, proved 
favourable to the fuccefs of the revolution. The fuite of the b'mprefs continually aug- 
mented. Two regiments of guards, who had fcarcely quitted Ptlerfburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled, and repaired without delay to the fland- 
ard of the Emprefs. 

Even in thofe governments where the pretorian bands, llationed in the capital, depofe 
fovereigns, or raife them to the throne, fome plaufibje pretence muR be urged to ren- 
der a revolution popular, and engage the general voice to ratify the deed of the foldiery. 
A Vhen Elizabeth feized the reins of empire, the attachment of the nation to the memory 
of her father induced the public to applaud that tranfaftioii ; and in this iuftance Peter 
had, by fomc parts of his condudl, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, fo con- 
temptible to hii fubje£l.s, that the firft account his dethronement, and of Catharine’s 
acfieflion, announced in the inanifeRo, was received with uuiverfal joy. 

^ Cathari;i,e II by the grace of God Emprefs and Autocratix of Ail the Ruflias, to 
all our faithful fubjefts, &c. 

“ All the true fons of Ruflia have cleafiy feen the danger which threatened the 
w-hole Ruffian empire. P’irR, the foundation of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
fliaken, and its tradition expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared that the faith, 
wliich-kjs been eflabliflied in Ruffia from the earlieft times, would be entirely changed, 
and a foreign religion introduced. In the lecond place, the glory which Ruffia had 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood, and v/hich was carried to ihv? greateft height 
by her vidmious drnis, has been trampled under foot by the peace® lately concluded 
with its greatefl enemy. And, faftly, the domefUc regulations, wliich are the bafis of 
the country’s welfare, have been totality overturned. 

“ P'or tliefe caufes, overcome by the imminent dangers with which our faithful 
fubjeds w'cre threatened, and feeing how fincere and exprefs their dclircs were on this 

head, 



COXE*S TRAVELS IM RUSSIA. 7^5 

heaJ, we, putting our truft in the Almighty and his divine jufllce, have afcended the 
Imperial throne of All the Ruflias, and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 
all oor faithM fotjefte. « Pctcrfcurgh, Jane 28, O. S. 

All the adherents of the Emperor were arrefted ; among the ryft Prince George 
of Holftein, who came to Peterfburgh on the 26th, under pretence of making prepa- 
rations for the Emperor’s departure ; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite party. 
Not the lead oppofition was made from any quarter to the proceedings of the Emprefs ; 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peterfburgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge- 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful periods ; yet the greatefl; order 
and difeipline were preferved, and no injury was offered to any individuals*. 

At fix in the evening the Emprefs, habited like a man, in the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her hand, and mouiited upon a grey 
deed, marched towards Peterhof, accompanied by the Princefs Dafiikof, the Hetman 
Razomofski, the Orlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of ten thoufand 
troops. * 

About eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi- 
Cabakt, and cnfploycd herfclf for forae time in tearing and burning a large quantity 
of papers. She then flung herfclf in Iwer clothes upon' an ordinai7 bed, flept about an 
hour and a half, v\ as on horfeback by break of day J, and proceeded about four miles 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna, into which Ihe retired while the troops en- 
camped around. At eight General Ifinailof arrived at Stn’na with a meffage from the 
Emperor, whofe fituation was now become truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Peterfburgh, Peter remained at Oranien- 
baum in thoughtlefs fecurity. He pafftd the evening which preceded the revolution in 
the fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, with whom he indulged, as ufuai, 
in the plcafures of the table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In the morning he 
drefl’cd himfelf in his Pruflhm uniform, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in order to 
celebrate the fcaft of the Apoftles St. Peter and Paul, expefting to meet the Emprcis 
at dinner, and intending, as it is reported, to put her under an arreft §. He w'as accoml 
panied by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle Count Vorontzof, His favourite Godovitz, 
Marflial Munic, and many of the nobility of both fexes, who formed his court „ 

♦ Scv'cral EngHfli merchants ha ! qu/rtcd iliclr houfcB befyre tney* were nppmrd of the* revolution ; hut 
•found no diflu-uU-y in fttuining through the i'oldiers polled in dHFercnt parts of the town. One gentleman 
in particular inhumed me, that he went about fix in the nicrning to the ciUtom Iioufe, ami was rurprjTfd t() 
find no v/tie ihtre Alter Haying forae time, lie returned home: and, in his way overt! r bridge of the 
Neva, met a friend, vvlio alkcd him what was the matter, for every thing appeaud in.eonhilhjii. He had 
fcarcely fmiflud thel * v^tucls, wlicu about three hpudred liorfemen, with rhawn fvvords in their Iiand^i, 
galloped acri*fs tlie bridge: ; a priell travcrfing the bridge at the fame lime in a carriage, the two Engiifh- 
Hitn Hoycl by tlie fide of it. iSotne of the guards, as they palled by the pridl, waved tlu ir fwords over 
‘tlicir heads, crying out at the lame lime, “ All goes well — vivat Cetherinc II.'’ And this was the full 
intelligence thcfc mtrehants received of the revolution. ^ ^ 

f Kulhiere dignities this p i)h.c-lA>uie witluln: appdhili.m of Chateau. 

f From the landlady oi the imi, who v.ms alive when I vifued Runia, and ftill kcjjt ihc houTc, 

& If Peter really, as it Ts TaitJ? intended to arreit the Emprefs, his Hrmer conduct is in fome meafure 
accounted for. He*hom'Jut that her parly was of no conftfjiunce., and accordii>gf)» dilbtflievtd, or pre- 
tended to difbelicve, rdTihc reporcs of the coufphaey, thmkiiig to crnfli it at once by fccufing her perfon* 
IJe p‘ut implicit confidence in the nobles whom he placed about the Emprcis ; and thelc very perfons were- 
the lirll to betray )»im. . ^ \ 

!1 Fvora the lutcndant of Oranieribaum, who witndfed ihei'e tranfadions. 
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had not proceeded far before he was met by a perfon* who had efcaped from l 

burgh, and flopping the carriage, acquainted the Emperor that he wi(hed to fpeak with 
him in private. Peter, howevtr, ordered his attendants to proceed, adding, ” Why 
ar^ you in fuch a hurry ? turn back to Peterhof, and tliere ypu will haVe time enough 
to fpeak to me/’ The other repeating his folicitations, the Emperor at length alighted 
from his carriage,* and wasinfonned of the revolution at Peter fl>urgh* Yet his infatu- 
ation was Hill fo great, that he doubted the' truth of the intelligence ; but, when an 
enumeration of particular circumftances at length awakened him to a fenfe of» his claijy 
gcr, he teflified the ftrongeft fymptoms of amazement and horror, and was. reduced 
alinoft to a ftate of ftnpefadiion. Recovering from this paroxyfm of defpair, hedif- 
patched an adjutant to Oranlenbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peterhof. On his ar- 
rival, he found the Eraprefs departed, and could obtain no information of her pro- 
ceedings from any perfon of her court. Marfhal Munic advifed him to put himfelf at 
the head of his I-Iolflein troops, and march without delay to the capita! : “ I will go 
before you,” faid the gallant veteran, “ and Your Majefty’s perfon fliall not be touched 
Init through ntinc.” Had this advice been followed, it would have been JTitended with a 
glorious, and perhaps a fuccefsful event. The Holfteirl troops, though not exceeding a 
thoufarid, were zealoufly attached to Peter j and Munic was worth a* regiment. The 
courage of the Emperor, however, deferted hiip in this emergency ; he fluctuated be- 
tween hope and fear ; formed new refolutions one moment,* and renounced them tlte 
next. 

His own agitation vvasf ftill further encreafed by the behaviour of the principal per- 
fons, who accompanied him from Oranienbaum, or whom he found at Poterhof, The 
women vented (hrieks, and hung about the Emperor in agonies of the deepefl dlflrefs ; 
every one clamoroufiy offered advice ; but the uproar wasfo great, that the advice could 
fearedy be heard, and if heard was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly changed. 
Several of the Emprofs’s party wore prefent, and artfully fomented tlie gencrdl coiifu- 
fjont under the fpecious appearance of affedion and zeal, they alarmed the fears of 
the Emperor, and objeded to every vigorous meafure as inadmifllble and dangerous. 
?n thefe circutnflances Peter, perplexed- by fuch difeordant or treacherous advice, Was 
foftened into cowardice by the tears of the women, and remained the whole day in a 
ilate nearly bordering on diflra£tion. Every moment brought him frefli caufe of terror 
and difmay. He was fucceffively informed, that the Emprefs had received the oath of 
allegiance from perfons of all ranks, that fire was miftrefs of the capital, , and Was ad- 
juan cing at the head of 10,000 troops. Diflieartened by this intelligencej.- he difpatcbcd 
iJBjjteated meflengero to his confort, with propofals of accommodation; and as not one. 
oPthem came, back, he at length determined to take refuge in Cronfladif; a mea- * 
jure which, if he had earlier embraced, injght have given a favourable turn to his af- 
, fmrs. ' , ^ ‘ ^ . 

l 5 obn after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he had difpatched general Devierand another 
officer to Cronfladt to reconnoitre the place; the general was admitted without diffi- 
cul^y^and the. bfficfir returned to Peferhof with the acepuht that no news of the revo- 
lution had reachpd Cronfladt, that Dj&vier was preparing fpr In* immediate reception, 

f .A.ccoidiH|; to Keith, the perfon who met bim was the ferVant of Cofiint Alexandrovitch Na- 
2 -ischkIn. ' ; ■ '• ■' ' 

f A town upon>a fnialUfland in the Gdf of Finland, where the RViiBan navy is Rationed. Seethe 
ajefeription in the chapter on the Ruffian navy. Book vi. cb. 2. ' 

that 
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vould find thcr? an afylum, whqrc the Emprefs’s troops could-not 
penetiitti, ^d.itirotn whence he tnighti in cafe of axtreme necedity, efcape by fei lo Iu.s 
dominioxu m^HpIftein. In-confcqugiice of this i;eprefeatation, the Emperor ordered 
the Holftein troops, who were on their inarch to Peteriiof,^to return to t)r4iiienbautii } 
but, by an unaccountable fatajity, protratlcd ids departure VtU near niidfiight. On hit. 
arrival at the hatlyour, the iniperial boat wi'S refufed admittance by the ceniiuds, whp 
objefted to the latcnefs of the nbur 5 and when it was reprefented to them that the Em- 
peror was on board, they ftill perfifted in their refufal, and threatened to fire ftom the 
bitteries if the veflel did not iniUintly retire. , 

This uncxpeiled reception was occafioned by the following circutriflanccs. ’ General 
Devicr, on his arrival at Cronfladt, took the commaiid of flte fortrefs; perceiving that 
the garrifon had no knowledge qf the revolution, he was unwilling to give alarm by 
fpreading the report, and thought it more advifaldc to wait for the Empcroi 's appear- 
ance before he attempted to fecure the fidelity of the garrifon, or iflued orders hoftilc 10 
the party of the Eraprefs, During this inteival,, admiral 'I’aliezen came to Cronfladt ; 
he was difpatcfecd from Peterfburgh by the Emprefs, who had fSrgotten, in the firft 
hurry of the revolution, to fecure that important fortrefs ; and was now fent, if not too 
late *, for that purpofe. Being admitted without oppofition, and perceiving tbe fitu- 
ation of affairs, he inflantly commanded the aryeft of General Devier, which was in- 
flantly obeyed ; the nfhrines and failors being more inclined to execute the orders of an 
admiral* than thofe of a general. Having fecured the general’s perfon, he announced 
to the garrifon the revolution at Peterfliurgh ; the Emperor, he (aid, is depofed j the. 
army and fenate have declared for Catharine, and all oppoiition will be fruiticfs and 
dangerous, I'hefe arguments, joined to a large quantity of fpirituous Uquors, produced 
the defirod effe£l ; and Catharine was proclaimed Emprefs. Thus a place of fo trtuch 
importance as to have delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefs of the infurredion, was 
feiaed by admiral Talieacn without oppofitton. 

On this difappointment, Peter’s only remaining rcfource was to crowd fail for the 
Gulf of Boilmia, and feck an afylum in Sweden ; from whence he might penetrate to 
his army in Pomerania, or to his ‘dominions in Holllein. But it was the fate of the 
unfortunate monarcli to a& no decifive part in tills important crifisf ; fiill flattering 

* Co«fi<fenng the great impoj tance of pronftadt, ibift negleft feems hardly credible ; but I was informed 
from very good authority, that fu late a-t ten In ;tbe morning no ftep had beep taken at PctcTfluirgli towards 
obtaining pofftflion of tnat foiirds. About that time a private perfon mentio ed it by chance to one of 
the principal infurgents» who, without delay, acquainted the Empicft-. bhc, confeious of its great impggu 
ance, immediately difpatcj^t^d admiral Talitzen. It was pail eleven before be left Petci (Inirgh, and 
went by water> the diftance be^Ing twenty miles, it mull have bepn pall tlu ec before he arrived at C ronllaSE; 
The dinauce Peterhof to the fame place being only fix wiles, the Emperor might have artivtd there 
long before TaKtzen. • 

f A note from the Eatl of Buckinghamfhirc to the Earl of Hardwicke, will flicw that the mibfortunes 
of the Emperor arofe from his want of refolution as well as from treachery. 

April 16, 1766. 

Many ladies, fome of whom were wives to perfons engaged in the confpiracy, attended the limp.iftr to 
Cronfladt, and their tears and terrors added to his irrtfolui ion. I have had account of -what pafied from 
almoil all of thcm> and they weae foo much frightened tc^be coftiflenl in their relational. In two points 
they all agreed, hfs* timidity, and the reproaches made him by his mirtrda, for not h&j[ing foUo>\ed her ad- 
vice* and prevented all mifchief by confining the Lmprefs. One cxpi*efilor they in general fay (he made 
lafe of* “ Thou fool, /Dur<*icb) fiad you complied with my requcfl, and flint up this bad woman, ruin 
of this day had never fallen upon Paiiiu and Villebok >vere the only men of confequence afmotigft 
them ; for, notwiihfianding all the afleitions to the contrary, I know the Iletman did not engage in the 
defign till the moniing k took eiFeft, and even then he was not without difficulty pcifuaded to a€l the part 
he did. ' 

VOL. VI. 5 o hfmfelf 
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Iiunfs;lf, with the hopes of a recondiiation with the Emprefs, i^d p^eJi^ailed ttpop'by 'th^'* 
cries and entfeaiies of the women who vs'ere on board, he returned' to Orahiehbatinjy 
where he arrived at four in thewnorning. ' When Peter quitted thirt palace On the pre- 
ceding morning, he was clrelVed in his Pruflian regimentals; on his return he was in 
his Rudian uniibrm ; he now law his error in dd'piling the phijudices of hisfubjeds, 
but it was too late,* Little circumflances of this kind are not unworthy of the hiftorian^s 
notice, as great events frequently turn upon them ; and they often difeover the true 
eharafter of the principal perfonages concerned in the feene. 

On his return to Oranienhaqni, he retired alone, and in great^ agitation, to his houfe 
in the fortrefs, leaving Marfhal Municand the rell of the court in the palace. At ten 
he again made his appearance in a more cornpofed flatc of mind. I he Holllein guards 
ho fooner beheld their royal mafter, than they all * crowded round him ; fome ftruggled 
to kifa his hand, others hung about his perfon ; many knelt down; fome even prof- 
trated themfelves before him ; ^dl Ihedding tears of aired ion, and in terms of the (trong- 
eft attachment conjuring him to lead thorn againd tlio Kinprefs, offering to facrifice 
their lives in his defence. Peter, animated by th ie affeding marks of Kaiil and fidelity, 
caught their fpirit lor a moment, and cried out, “ To arms;” but the tears of the 
women, and his own irrefolution, foon damped this momentary fit of courage, and lie 
again reconciled liimfelf to fubmiffion. 

Early in the morning he difpatched Major-General Ifinailof, in whom he repofed im- 
■ plicit confidence, to the Emprefs, with a letter, offering to refi:;n bis crown, on condi- 
jtion that he Ihould be permitted to retire into Ilolfiein, with Elizabeth Vorontzof and 
Godovitch. Ifmailof fodnd the Empreis in the convent of Srrc-lna, and was iimnediately 
admitted to her preftnee. The great policy on the fide of Catharine now confided in 
obtaining poffelTinn of the Emperor’s pcrfoii without effufion of blood; it was her ob- 
je£t, therefore, to amufe him, without driving him to defperate meafures; for it was 
, yet in his power to head his Hold ein troops, and defend his life to the lad extremity ; 
or he might be able to make his efcape, and involve the empire in all the horrors of a 
long civil war. 'I'he judicious manner in w hich Ihe conduded this delicate affair, Ihcws 
her no lefs able in the arts of negocintion than in tho fpirit of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the madnefs of oppofing her, now irt full poffef- 
fion of Ibvereign authority : die pointed to her troops, who were poded in large bodies 
upon the adjacent groutids; adding, that refidance woxdd only draw on Peter and his 
party the vengeance of an enraged army ;' Ihe proppfed, therefore, that he Ihould him- 
J'df repair to Peterhof, where the t(;rms of his abdication might beadjuded. Ifmailof, 

S |ng the tide of luccefs on the fide of the Emprel's, and perceiving the clergy, army, 
principal nobles engaged in her caufe, was convinced that nothing was left to' Peter 
bur fubmiffion. Seduced by the infinuating eloquence, engaging addrefs, and.proinifes 
of theEmpr« fs, he undertook to perfuade his unhappy mafter; by iqim^iate fubmiffion, 
to fave an effufion of blood, which could be pr(wlu®ve of no effe^ual advantage to his 
caufe With this view he returned to Oranienbaura betvveen ten ahd eleverij and folind 
the' Etnperor in the ;palace with Mumc, Elizabeth Vordidzof, Godovitch, and'others, 
anxioufiy expelling his arrival, paving retired into another apartment, the refult of 
their conference was, that in lefslhan an hour the Emperor, ''^ith Elizai,beth VorontzoiV 
Godovitch, and Ifiliailof, entered the carriage in whlf^ the liltter had returned to Qra- 

f 1 wtits informed of thefe circumftancc? ftfjift the intendant bf 'Oramenbaum ; he Ihed teats Avhi'le be 
decribed the animated behaviour of the Hoiilein troops. He bid be never witnclRtd a more aifedi 
fccne*, ' ' * 

nienbaum 
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; ai^nbainn. a fmgle attendant ; bot ha had fcarcely 

' proceecfed aMjl^j before a eorpa,pt:Huflars, of the Empr^s’s party, furrounded the car- 
mge, and accompanied it to' Peterhof, whei-e he arriveil ‘at half palt tweiv^b He was 
immediately ieparated from his companions. Tfic Eniprefs declined a perfonal epn- 
ference j but fent Count Panki;^ who was admitted alone*. What paftod during this 
awful interview between that nobleman and his cicpofcd fovereiga, is hot, nor probably 
ever will be, difclofcd to the public j but nothing can convey a ilronger piciure of the 
Emperor’s weahnefs and pufillanimity, than the abdication in form which was the refult 
of their converfot ion 

“ During the fliort period which 1 have reigned over the RuJliah empire, I have 
found from experience, that my abilities are ininlHcient ,to fupport fo great a burden ; 
and that I am ngt capable of direding the Rufiiau empire in any way, and much Icfs 
with a defpotic power. Iflfo acknowledge that 1 have been the caule of all the inte- 
rior troubles, which, had they continued much longer, would Inive overturned the 
empire, and have covered me with eternal difgrace. Having ferioully weighed thel'e 
circumftances, I declare, without conftraint, an 3 in the molt Iblenm manner, to the 
Ruffian empire, and to the whole world, that I for ever renounce the government of 
the faid empire, nsver defiring hereafter to reign therein, either as an ablblute Ibvereign, 
or under any other form of government. I declare alfo, that I will never attempt to 
re-aflume the government. As a pledge of this, 1 fwear fmcerely before Godj and 
all the world, to this prefent renunciation, written and figiied with ray own hand, 

“ June 29, O.S. 1762.” Peter. 


Having figned this abdication, he was conveyed in the evening to Robfeha, a fmall 
imperial palace twemy miles from Peterhof} and the Emprefs returned about the fame 
time to Pcterlburgli. At feven foe made her triumphant entry on-liorfeback, amidft 
continued huzzas } the (treets were filled with a prodigious concourfe of people, who 
were drawn up in lines, and kiffed her hands, which foe held out to them as foe paflec 
along. A groat number of priefts were affembled upon this occafion about the avenue' 
of the palace ; as foe rode through their ranks, flie ftooped down to falute the cheeks ol 
the principal clergy, while they were kiffing her hand ; a mode of falutation in Ruilia. 
expreffive of the higheft deference. 

The firft hurry of the revolution was no fooner pall, and the fpirlt of revolt had 
fcarce time to fubfide, before many repented of having deferteJ their Ibvereign. The 
populace, always prone to change, began to pity their dethroned monarA, and loll 
figlit of his defeats in the conteraftlation of his calamity } they regarded him no longs* 
in the light of a inifguided ruler, but as an unfortunate Prince, driven from the heighl 
of power to the moft abjed ftate, and fubjefl: to the horrors of perpetual imprifonment. 
Peter, notwithftanding his violeiicQ and incapacity, pofiefied feveml qualities of a popu- 
lar nature, and was greatly beloved by ihol’e who had accefsto his perfon. During the 
Emprefs’s march to Peterhof, feveral Ibldiers manitefied ftrong lymptoms of diflatis- 
fafUan ; fottie openly murmured at being led agmnll their fovereign, and had Peter, (Jn 
the firll news of the revolution, made his appearance^in perfon, many would have deferted 
to his ftandard, lyus fpirit hf dilcpnt<Hit was oblerved, and fccretly fomentedvby the 

♦ 1 Lave fufficient rcafon to. believe that thia abdication made at Paerhof ; if, however, as feme per* 
Ions with left probability have affenedi he %ned it at Oraniciibau^, before he was in the hands of his cbe- 
micsi lift pufilhnimity admits 
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partisans 



partims of the E«ip^r } the tide 6f<hbi«iainty Ws even ih 
new Hfmg houtly ex'peded ; at this crffis tfeesdeceafe of I^etprltelivetred froiHthe 
impending horrore ol a civil wijr •. 'I'his event happened at Hobfcha on^the 6th of 
July, O. S. on the feventJi day OfhisconfiiKnttent, and iw the thirty-foOrth year of'hfe 
age. llis bodj was brought to the convent of St. Alexander ’Nfevihi at IPeteriburgb, 
and there lay in fhite } where perfons of all tanks were admitted, •according fo the cuf- 
tom of Ruflia, to kifs the hand of the deccafed. His remains were .then porjed in the 
church of the convent, and the place of the fcpulchre was not diftinguilhed either with 
a tomb or infcripiion f,' ‘ ^ 

I’he death of Peter was not followed by any of thofc tragical fe'enes which had hitherto 
difgracod the revolutions in Ruffia : not one of the nobles were feat into Siberia ; 
there were no public or private executions ; even the perfonal enemies of the Lmpn t i 
were forgiven. IVIarfliai Munic had offered to fupport thefipmperor'at the hazard of 
his own perfon. Catharine mildly inquired the motives of fuch an oppofition to her 
intci'clb. “ 1 was at that period,” replied Manic, with a fpirit which twenty years 
imprlfonment could not fubduc, “ crigaged by the ftrongeft ties of du^ and grat'tiule 
to exert myfelf in behalf of my late maftcr: Your Majefty is now my fovereign, and 
you will experience the fame fidelity.” The Emprefs, Itruck with the magnanimity of 
llis anfwcr, with equal greatnofs of mind repofed in him the inoft unbounded confidence, 
which was j'uftified by his fubfequeilt conduft.* As foon as the danger of a new infur- 
reftion was difpclled, Count Vorontzof was releafed, and afterwards employed. Eliza- 
beth Vorontzof experienced from the Emprefs no expreffion of either jealoufy or 
refentment; her perfon was untouched, and fhe even retained, undiminilhcd, all the 
fruits of Peter’s bounty. Catharine, with peculiar magnanimity, forgave the indignities 
which fhe had received at her fuggcflion, and even her prefumption in aipiring to a par- 
ticipation of the crown. She was permitted to efpoufe a private perfon, and ftill re- 
mains at Pelerfburgh, a living monument of the Eiftprefs’s unparalleled lenity Go- 
doviteb, who was particularly obnoxious to the Emprefs, was allowed to retire todiis 
native country §, and the Molftcin guards, who had importuned the Emperor to lead 
, them againfl; his confort, were not treated with tfie leaft feverity : thofe who chofc to 
inlift were incorporatad in the different regiments, and the others withdrew themfelvcs 
unmuleftcd from Ruffia, Prince George of Holftein, uncle to Peter, and not unac- 
quainted with the defign of arrefting the Emprefs, was detained a prifuner in his own 
palace during theprogrcf»of the revolution } but was afterwards promoted to the rank' 
of field>marttial, and appoiuted adminiftrator of Xlolftein during the minority df the 
ifpreat Duke. ^ 


* There cart be no doubt but this unfttrtunate monarch was put to death ; but in what numatr the deed 
was perpetrated, nr by Whom, Do authentic aceoUnt has ^ver iranfpired. Nor ia <t a ntatteir of wonder that 
fo duk a tranfafhion fliould be involved in the deepeil myAery. * Public report dtfjgnated Codnt Alexey 
Oifof, and Prince Baratiniki, aa Uie piinripal adOrs in this horrid tragtdy. I am, hatwever* firmly con- 
vinced in luy'own opinion, that the dtttb ot Uie Emperor was not perpetrated by tfie command, nor even 
wilii IbelcdowIe^C'of the Emprefs. 

f On the accemon df Paid,* aa I have before obferved, hh remaw't were re-interred with imperial bonouij 
in the cathedral of St. Peter pnd St. Paul. • • , 

;( I wit often in her company during my fecond relldcnce at PeterfburgK. §he pras the^'n an advanced 
age, an<| pofleffed nh remains of elegance or beanty. „ Jk, 

§ The Emprefs Wes To much pleafed with the fidelity df GodovitCh'tto his unfortanflHMlfter, that ihe 
afterwards recalled him into Rn^ and employed him. 


Cathariue 



Cat&aritte tbirt^'lbprih Jyesr 6f her age when ili#' afcen<re4 the 

llttione^ll ^SjOifi^fllie foccefstof tJrisi tnveiiutioa^ wjis owing to her pwn perfonal 

*Oriof* who !$ mentioned u> this aqcount 49 orfe of thS ptinclpal agt ntfi of the revoltitfopi waa 
t<) Coutit Peter Schevralof and bpte,Bn itiftrior lanfe ia th^idiiny^ v^hen his youth and conieli . 
lufa <9ptfvated Cathariocj then Grand l^uchffa/roon afteni the recil of htr favomue tooni Poniatowiki# 
at this catly period fte did not attempt to eonct^al her aitttehmrnt from ihofe m whom repoftd any 
cfutCtkoce. rointinpr him ont one di^y^to Mr Wrouphtoo* ^‘Do you fee,’* Hit laid, *th\i)uuiig man? 
He haa had the <<ludacity mal^e Ihre to me.**^ t hi? intrigue gteatfy contr buted to fa'ilit ne iht revolu- 
linn which placed her dn the throne. Orlof hfmfelir v^a8 a man of a determined and cnteiptiling l| irit, and 
had t^^^fijdtral U influeitce l^moag the ofHcrrs and foldtera of hia own •*egimtnt ; hk etttemp^^t were alio fnp- 
poitwhy hkfoui brother^ Alexey, Vlodomir, Feodor, and Ivan, but pariicuUily by AJt?xey, who wub n\ 
the guards, and was one of the idofl. a&Ive a^ircnta in the rcYolutioti. ^ 

It was prinpipally owing to the fuggcftioirib of Orlof that Cathaurtc ventured to affumc the authority as 
llmprifn, and not as legent. He waj, little known before the revolution, and Mr Keith thus tnenlioob hia 
full public appearance at Court. ** HeSVotc the ribband of St Alexatrder, and the key of chamberlain, 
and IS a ^»ooJ looking ma*i, with a very modett behaviour. I could not recojUd-havtiig ever fttn him be- 
fort ^ Hl wa8 after wauls rapidly promoted to the bigheft honour^ and offices of gDVtmmcnt, 1 oth civil 
find military, and was created PrincL of the German empira He gained fuch au afceiidency o\u hts royal 
riiillul,, tl.at iht “was only prevented from marrying him by the llrong rtmonibances of Count Panin, and 
Marihal Razomofdky. 

Or lof gradually diminilhed the affedlion of the Emprefs by the cOaifettefb of his mannei'i, his groO iuat- 
Uhtion, and fiecjucnt inndeliticSt Dating his journey to Mpfeow in 1771 to check tire progicl» of the 
plague, Iris tntmies availed themfelves of his abfence to undermine his mflucnce. Jlnfoi ir td of ihtfe tabal* , 
ht fuddti ly returned to Peterihurgh, and ttgained, by increafed affidulty, hU foimer afccndancy, though he 
di<l rrot wholly itco\Ci 1ki afFtftioiis. ^ 

Dctming hrs power too ftrorgl^roqted to be again ftiakcn, he repaired to FoUani in 1772, to njgdtiate 
a pence with the Tmk^, where lie arfplayed all the pomp of I npei ial rnv^^u’tlot^ce ^ Thi-t abfence gave fuc- 
tcfs TO the cabah of his enemies and his difgracc was anttQuiJCt;.d by the intiodu£lion of a new Jfavourite, 
Vafliichikff, at the inftrgition of Count Panin and Marihal Roman/of. 

With a view to cniili this cabal by hia prefence, Otlof inftairlly broke up the congrefa of Fotzani, and 
travelled wirh fuch expedition as to perform a journey of one thoiifand eight hundred miles in nine days and^ 
nights. Arriving at the gales oi PeUiiburgh, he w^as rifufed avlmittance, and itccivcd an order from the 
Xmpicfa to repair t% hi\ country houfc at Gatchina, under pretence of performing quaiaotine. Stijl, hbw^ 
evtr, he flatteicd himfclf w'lih hi'pes qf being recalled, and when undeceived by a letter from the Emprefs, 
forbidding him to appear at court, was fo much afle^^ed that be fainted away 

Kting afterwards ordered tt> Revel, he pilTcd thiough Pciciiburgh, and wu’thout previous notice, called 
upon hi8 hi other Alexey, while be was at dinnci with a large company A gentleman who was prcfcliit 
difcnbtdthe Pripcc as extrtmUy agitated; aftci embiacJng In'j btolhcrs, he fit downio tabic, ftarttd up, 
rcfunicd hr feat, again rofe, wtrfporcd his brothers, and w*tlrtd with them into anoihci apattment. 
On the following day he departed for Revel, and foon after ht out on hi., tiavcls; but he had 
fcarcely reached Diefdtu heftue the Empivfs recalled him to Peterfburgh, and oflcied him his formet 
apiartmentb in the palace, which iac declined, prouably at the mitigation of h\ bioihc^, and refumeJ his 
jomney * . 

^ He afterward<r e^poufed his niece, and was fo much affeifteJ with her death, that he loA his fenfe8,||||||jid 
died in a lUie of inUnity. » 

Dy Prince Uilcf the Emprefs had a fon, whom I faw at the corps de cadets, wheie he was educated ; 
he apjficarcd tome, in 17791 to be about fevcnUViP year^ of ^gc. He lodgtd In ihc hqufc of Ribas, the 
principal manager upder M. de Biiilkoi. He paifed at firlt for the fon of a gentleman of the n ime of 
SiLhwerm, but afiumed that oi BobrinAtif frt>m an eftate which the Empoifs purchafed fo^ him^ He was 
apptifed of hia origin ftqm the high marks of dnijii<^tion;which he received. He was often admitted to the 
Emprtfa, Piince Orlof callryd him his foo, and -carried his portrait in the l^id i>^ his InufF box ^ A Ruffian 
nobleman told me that be puce took up the^box by chance, and knew the pifflure from jt9 ftftkiilg refem- 
blatide. He ventured^ however, to afle whom h trtiprcfet^ted, and Princeft Qrlof, %yho was prefent^^rcplicd 
with a fmile, Uh my poiteJit id a man’s Sreft, before I was rtiarrJtd ” Bobriniki aftetvvaras trjivaledt 
and I beard of him when I was at Geneva, in 1784 . * ** * 

The Etnptefs’ always retained a Wgh degree pf rtigagd for the njemory of Prince Oijof, add h?** 
brothers with great msdlkb of favour and confidence. The family rcceiied ellaics, coniaimug 
thouland peafants, and to ihe amount of 3,000,000!. fterKrfr in money, houfes, plate, and ^ 
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theifghc» could not ieen thrdtigh** TfcSeKe w)ls*flpj.lc)t^^ fai^ailure ttatH 4 
beU« ft table, and fotne chaird. In this hpartmani; W i&nnijred/doring' tha 
fpace of eight years,! excepting ^when he was occalioti!a|Y»eon4ui^^rn the WteH^t* fnr- 
tiefsl, which cOrtmunicAtcd at top With the air j bpt m ^e enjoyment of wmthi the 
appn hennons of his cfcapo <reQdesrcd it inipoHtic to gratify hitnjK as often| as Iwmanity 
could have 

With refped lo his iatellcds, as he had been amprifoned from the ftcond year of his 
age, bis idt'd . of cpurft* were lejiv, and his knovfjedgc exceedingly limited, and though 
not abfoloie!)- an idcot, be dilcoVered acCalionaj iyinptottis of inlanity. lie could neither 
read nor wiite ; ho fpoko the RuHlan language, and knew a fow'German words, which 
he muft have learned when almoft a child frofti his p.^rents } he was rather inarticulate 
in his fpccch, snd wlr n agitated, ilamnUbrcd exceedingly J. He was not ignorant of his 
dofeent, and that he had once been Kmjperor. lie was flrongly prepofltflcd with the 
Hopes of re-afctindinc the throne, ufed frequently to allude tonts behaviour when that 
event ihould take place, <md whenever he Was roufed to paffion, would threaten to 
pbnifli thofe who provoked him. He was exceedingly choleric and ^ferocious, and 
would rage alfnoft to niaduefs whenever he was intoxicated. For fome time he was 
improperly indulged in every article for his table j he was forved in plate, had a g^eat 
variety of difliss, and all kinds of wine, ]|ut to p'revent !iis fiequeht exctflls, thefo 
luxuries were judicioufly diminiflxed, though hK, maintenance was uill amply protidcJ 
lor by the allowance of ach a mouth §. 

He would change his dreife twenty tim^'a day, and walk about his room, admit ing 
himfelf with puciile farisgaClion, In regard to his religious opinions, he had a faint 
knowledge of the Greek petluafion, and ufed frequently to pray in the moil fetvent 
mftincr. Onde a year he was accoftomed lo confefs, find receive the facrainent, and 
often boafted of obtaining revelations from the angel Gabridl. 

* He certainly kpew that the Emprefe Elizabeth was feated upon that throne from which 
he had been depofed ; but it does not appear that he> was ever acquainted with her 
death, and the fubfequent changes. Peter HI. foon after his acceflion, came to Schluf- 
ielburgb, acscompanied by Godovitch, I.,efr Alexandpefitch Nariihkin, Volkof, and B.von 
Korf. In croffitte the amt of the Neva to the ifltmd, the boat which conveyed Pttci 
and bis fuite ftrucK againft a fragment of the Hone, and was nearly overfet. On land- 

* In fome recent publication*’, the apartmCkit of Ivan Is cnoncoufl^r deferibed ad a caffimate of the fot'- 
trefs, the vcf} hpU of winch was bricked up. 

^1 Sec the account of Scldufidburgh, chap, vii 

j: i\^Caftua, in hie bfe of Lath ume the Second, and others on the authority of M. 4^ Scgt)r» fome time 
FrtMch ambaflador at the court of Pttcilbvr^h, have alTcrted that Ivan was not defk^ient in fenfe^ ^Ji'd not 
lUrtumcra and w»ai capable of reading and writing, 1 detm n ncctflary to meni/oft the authorities fiom which 
i iUrivcd m¥ information, i Cohnt Solmes, who was JPeteuburgh before the death of Iran* z Mi* 
Lietnan, a l>anc, whu had been long refident in England, tus, during my travels In Anffia, fettled at 
4Scliluflelburgh, where he had e&itbitihed a manufC^Uiiy for printing cottony, aivd was in habits pf intimacy 
with Berednikof, the governor of the fpftrefb, Beredmjeof lumfelf, wlibm Mr. Lieman at my rcqueft 
inviud t© dihncr 4, A KuHian poblshuan of undoubted vciitcity, who Vttcseivcd iltc accoiint from Volkof 
the couhfellor Of by Peter the to'^^chlufTclB^ t4i< onipovet' tiMP rtd ehl^rsiSct of Ivan. 

5. Lef Alt^audre'V»fch Narilhnrin, guat phhmh^lain to the Emprib, who was prefcnt at the mierview 
between Pttcr and fun — ~**In fti^ fccond viift to Peter/hurgh. j^e pmifnmedmy narrative, and even 
prtSed his fiirpeife ^ the acp^ira<^y of my fliattmenlr. From tWer^uthprftieai and offiers which I am not at 
preftnt i!iit liberty to mention, I comptled the whole of my narrative. ^ ^ ^ 

It IS barely fuilicicnt to notice the improbability c(f another aoVaeced by tht bit^rapher of Ca- 

therine, that Peter intended to^iomipate Iv^n hu fucCLffor,^ atlv.hao evtn brougltkhitp M rj^ttteriburgh for 
that puipofe^ where he is fold to have been at the time of ifit r^voluti[on. 

$ An ample allowance in Htdfia* Vlfherc ptroviftoail were fa chCapv 
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itig', the ‘Stnpevdi^ fent one of his fuitei to the governor, wHh an order of admiflion ftgned 
by himfelf, ^as immediately received within the fortrefs, and conducted to the Prince’s 
a^rtment. ^ Peter for a ihort time remained con.cealed* while his* nobles and attendants 
QOnverfed with Ivan : but he foon joined the company, drank a diih of coffee, and en- 
tered into difeourfe Wtfi the Prince. ‘ ’ * 

I. endeavoured to colleft Ibmp intelBgence of what paffed at this conference; but the 
information I received, even frotn perfons of good authority, was extremely \aii<)usaod 
contradiftory. InltcSd, thm^e’^ore, of detailing uncertain and dilcordant anecdot< s, 1 
Ihall fubmit to the read^f a twnflation from Bulching’s accouiu of thu interview, which 
muft be decmfcd authentic. beeSufe he received it from Baron Korf, wito was prefent. 

“ In March 1762, Peter III. defirous of feeing Ivan, fet oif early in the morning fm* 
Schluffelburgh, accompanied by Baron Korf, Leff Alcxundnovitch Narilhkin, and Vol- 
kof. He travelled with pofl.horfes, and kept his intention fo fecret, that it was noon 
before his uncle Prince George of Ilolftein was made acquainted with his departure, 
Peter alTumed the ebaradfer of an officer ; and having flicwii the Governor of Srhluffel- 
burgh an ordar for admiffion, previoufly figned by himfelf, went, with bis'attendants, to 
the apartment of Prince Ivan, which he found a wretched place, pr&vided with the 
meaneft furniture. His clothes were clean and in good condition, but extremely coarfe, 
and he was remarkably neat in his pqyfon, as well as in his linen. He had the appear- 
ance of an idcot, and fpoke in a confiifed manner. One moment he affirmed that he 
•was the Emperor Ivan, and the next, that the foul of thatKmperor, who was no longer 
alive, had migrated into his body. On being afked what induced him to imagine that 
he was an Emperor, he replied, *he learnt it fiom bis parents and the foIduTs who 
guarded him.’ Being, qfitflioned whether he recolle^ed his p’arents, he aiifwered in 
the affirmative; and then bitterly lamented, that the Emprefs Elizabeth had alwaysTsept 
them, as well as liimfelf, in a wretched ftate ; adding, he well remembered that he and, 
the/ were formerly under the care of an officer, who was the only perfon that had ever 
llicwnlhem any tendernefa or humanity. Korf inffaiftly demanding, whetlier he ftill 
fliould know this officer, ‘ I could not recolle^l him at prefent,’ aiifwerod Ivan, * as it 
is fo long ago fince I faw him, Und I was then a child, but his name I have not forgot- 
ten it is Kbrf.’ I’hc General was greatly affefted. Ivan had heard of -the Great Duke 
anp his wife * f and as ho n peatedly ftSd that he hoped again to be Emperor, he was afked 
dn what manner he w*ould‘then behave to them ; ‘ 1 would have them both executed,’ 
jorned the Prince. Peter was much fhocked; he detennined, however t, to order 
i conftroftion of a fraall faoufe in the fortrefs for the unhappy priloneb, and propofed 
to treat him in a more humane manner. Prince Qeorge of Ilolftein even advifed Peter 
to reftore the Prince to liberty, to fend him into Germany, logedier with his father, 
Anthony Diric, and thn reft of his family, and allow ihem a iiandfome pcnfion ; but 
■the Emj^ror did not feemto approve the advice f.” 

I'o this eurioua account ! am 'enabled tb add an authentic anecdote. Peter bad not 
been l(fhgVith''Ivan before he became difpirited aud-'fuddenly indilpofed; he accord- 
ingiy quitted the roon>, and went out into thfe air. 1 feel mvfeli now.” faid he. to 

a 

•• Namelv, Peteaattd^Mhaficre. 

f oWe may coUea thMe exprcffioM, fUSt Bufcliio^ foppoled the hAufe within the IhiaU fortre^ to 
have b^n couilruAed Tor Ivsai^ {U|d oot for the Empreft ; but tie wht probably unacquiaioted witk,tliie cir- 
eijimftaiiet, that Ivan remeved to Kexholm the begioung of Tune ^pitbiv removal »« pe>bBpa oepadonid 
tw the deTign whkb the Ebtpefor kad'‘formedi> of eenfiningzhe Enpireia in the fortrefs of Molttfialbvrgh.'’ 
When Peter viCted ^cblnirdTbur^h the fbell of the ho»fe was nearly finilhed. 

X See Gtfchkbte des Ridfifcheuflayfets Johenn. des Britten. BuC H. M* VL ». 5 |Q| 8c feq. 

voi;»Vi. 5K oififf 


COXJi’s TRAVELS IN ^ 

otiO ot' his fuite, “ much refreflied ; I wasjhdeed, exceedingly ;fllocke 4 ^ , and- 
faiiuin.t;.” ' He thcu returned into tile apartmeiit, and rga^wed liie;^onverifa,tipa avu 

Ivnri, with whom he (laid near aa hour,' - 

Filler, it is laid, propofed tb releafe Ivan from his imprifotimcnt ; and as he hadeon* 
ceived an idea th'it, perhaps, ''policy had induced the jPrince to counterfeit idipdfm, for 
tiie purpoie.of dilcOveiing the truth, he ordered a confidential pprfon * tp remain for 
feme days ia {van’s apartmeht. This perlbn fpon perceived that his behaviour was not 
the eliett of difliinulutioii ; he at times talked wildly, as if he was really diiordered in bis 
uuderlianciing i and frequently with raptures alTerted, that the angel Gabriel appeared 
to him in vifions, and brought liirn revelations from heaven. Being aflced by this per- 
fon, why he imagined that he had once been Emperor, he replied, “ I was told fo by 
one of my guards, who looking ftedfaftly at me, burfl fuddenly into tears ; on my de- 
manding the reafon, he informed me, that he, as well as the whole nation, had formerly 
taken the oath of allegiance to me as Emperor ; and he then gave me the account of 

my dethronement, and of the acccllion of Elizabeth.” _ . _ 

Feter, fully convinced that Ivan’s underftanding was difordered, foon rclinquiflied all 
thoughts of releafmg him ; and afterwards ordered him to be fent by water to Kexholm, 
a fortrefs fituated in a fmail ifland w'here the Voxen flows into the lake of Ladoga. lie 
was conveyed acrofs that lake in a finall open bogt to a galliot, which lay at anchor to 
receive him at foine diftance from Schluflllburgh. The wind being boiflerous, and the 
water extremely agitated, he at firll iremVjled with fear, but in a ihort time became com- 
poTed, although there arofc a violent, llorm, which the watermen could fcarcely weather. 
The waves indeed ran fo high, that the boat was overfet, and the Prince was not faved 
without the greateft difficulty. In the month of Augufl:,.Ivjrn was again removed from 
the fortrefs of Kexholm to that of Schluflelburgh, by order of the Emprefs Catharine. 

' 'I'he carriage in which he was conduced breaking clown near the village of Schluffel- 
burgh, he was let through the jialacc cbvqrcd with a cloak, and thus fettled again in his 
former habitation t* 

This uphappy ftate-prlfoner w'as detained in the fame fortrefs until his deceafe, the 
mprning of the 5th4 of July, 1764. Two oflicers, Captain Vlafief and Lieutenant 
Tcht’kin, were appointed for his guard, and Itationed in his apartment. In the fortrefs 
was a company, conlilting of near an hundred foffliers, of whom eight or ten flood cen- 
ti&d in the corridore clo'fe to the door of his room, and within the paflage leading to it ; , 
the reft were pofled in the guard houfe, at the gate, and in different parts of the 
trefs, under the command of the Governor. . At that time the regiment of Smolenlj^ 
was. quartered in the village of Schluffelburgh, and every week, an hundred men relievec 
the guard in the fortrefs. Vallili Mirovitch, an under-lieutenant in this regiment, b] 
attempting to releafe Ivan, was the caufe of his death. He was grandfon of the rebe. 
of the fame name, wffo followed Mazeppa Hetman of the Coffacs, when he revolted 
from Peter the Great, and joined Charles XII. in his ill-concerted expeditiem into the 
ykraine. • Mirovitch had applied to the Emprefs to reftore the eftates of his grand- 
fath^’, which had been con fifeated after the battle of 21 re- 

fufal, as well in thfe as in othqr iJpplicRypns, he |ptdied.!thd def^^ 

Hvering Ivan, and repla^g him on the throne. Being, jhpwpver, witixout fortune or 
connexions, the nSeans * was enabled to adopt were Inadequate to-the raflmefs of the 
'- enttrprizfe.-. ‘ ./ ■■j', ;.■■■■ 

* Volkof, who was aftjrwafd? ^v«rif('6r"pf Petef/burgk. ■'/ 

i Tkefe two curious circumftaacea I received from Berednil^oS' bitnfelf; 

X 0. S. i6lhN. S. ^ . 
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:A fe^ ihbnths befofe' tht purpdfeii (Tm of executing this daring enterptize, heco'.n- 
wunicated U at Cafan to Apollpw tJlhakoFj a Heutehant in the regiment of Vciiki. Luki , 
Thefe, two aflbciates repaired to the church oh the ’VKrgi|ii' Mary, wiierc they took an 
•oath of lecrecy and fidelity ofi^the altar, and mixing fanaticifm with treaibn, invoked 
the AIttiighty to aflift and fan^ify their defigns. ; f'hey ahb joined'ln drawing up a 
fiikmfefto, whidi they purpofed fo diftribute aisfooii asivan fljoUld beroilored to liberty. 
The execution oif this' chfe'irp^ was delayed until fuinmer^ when the Ibnprefs wasex- 
peiSted to be abieht’ffbnt the capital o ah espcditioh'in|o Livonijj^ Sooa afterwards 
MlrovitOh joined his*regimeht, which; was quartered at Schluflelbufglj ; but his confe- 
derate Ulhakof was Vccideiitally drowned^ on the 39th of March, in liis journey to 
Smole'niko. 

MiroVjtchi deprived of his afibciafe, dOes hot appear to have found atiy other perfon 
in whom he could repofe equal'cbnfidence. He founded, however, Tikon Cafatbin, a 
fervant of the court j and 'arffuily ehdea’voured to infufe info Iris mind rebellious prin- 
ciples, in order to make him, at a proper feafoo, the inftriimbnt of his purposes. But 
he w'as fomeWhat more dx'pHcit with Simeon Tchevaridfef, lieutenant in the corps of 
artillery, to wffom he commuriicated, firft by dark and obfeure hints, and then in fomc- 
what plainer t*ms, a defigh of relbafing Ivan, and Of conduiHng hint to that corps fta- 
tioned at Peterfburgh. But' he n'eationed it merely as a projecl, without fixing any 
precife lime for attempting it, of naming himfelf as the pcrfoii who would dare to un- 
dertake it. ^ V,.; ■ ' '' 

With fo little management, and ho precaution in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch rcfolve 
to carry his dcfign into executioh} biit he was upon diit/’ auring a whole week in the 
fortrefs, without finding a favourable opportunity; He bbferved, however, and^fet a 
private mark on the door of Ivan’s apartment, arid Ihewed it to Simoon Tchevandfef, 
who came from Petei (burgh to vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn expired T 
but he obtained, under fome fp^ious pretence, the pirmiflion of being continued on 
guard on the eveniifg of the 4th of July*.' He did not^ however, previoufiy gain more 
than one commom foldicri' whbfe name was Jacob Pifkof. It was not till about ten at 
night' tbat he firft hinted his intciftioii to three corporals and two foldiers, w'ho, though 
they at firft pofitively fefufed to join him, yet, by the affiflancc of Pilkof,* and by his own- 
artful peffuafions, were ai length prevailed upon to fayqui’ his defigns ; hut could not 
be induced to afit with that determined refplution which tjie circumftances required. ()n 
the contrary, they continued wavering, ancl alarmed with the danger,' pyopofed to defer 
the ehterpfize until a more convenient opportunity. Mirovheh at fivft artfully appeared 
to yield to their fears’} but between one and two in the morning he fuddenty renewed 
his folicitations I wh^, incapable (jf fefifting h|s pishfible mrinnef, the diftHbution he 
made among them of feme money, the jiromife of move, the expcftatibn of gi'pat pro- 
motion, and his authority j> as 'commanding officer, they were induced to -fecond his 

Having . thus fecufed fix. affiftants, be .fujhnjbned about forty of the foldiers ftationed 
in that pairt of the fortfefei- fbrae"^^^ aud. ollters upon guard*; arid 

under pfeterice of hh-oi^er ftOm tbe;iimfifefe thehv* to load their pieces 

with ball, iand*t'q fpftOhr bira| and before they Were aw’sr^pf, his intention, led them 
towards ibe apart foefoi d ' In his way he was met by iJer^bikof the gbyeftior. 

This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed by one of the gtjards, haj|ily ;dreflred 
himfelf, and accofting‘Mirovitcb, commanded him to declare the caufe of tl;wdill:uf banco; 

tyth, o s. 
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Miroviteh retunaed no anfw^r, but ftriklng him on the forehead ndth the batNend of 
his muflkot, dtdiverejd h!m a prifoner to fome of his party, and with the romaindcr ad- 
vanced to a wooden gate, which guarded thepaflage leading to the Princess apartment. 
He demanded adniittancc; bpt meeting with a refufel from tho ccntlnels, ordered his 
followers to difcHargc their mulkcts and force their way } they obeyed, and the cen^i- 
neh returned the fire. The foldiers, deceived by Mirovitch, had expelled no oppoii- 
tion ; furbrized, therefore,, and alarmed at the refiftance of the c^tinels, they retired 
with precipitation,, aotwithdagding all the efforts of their leader, and indited on feeing 
tho order of the Emprefs. Mirovitch invnedlately read to them* a paper *, which he 
had forged, at the bottom of which ho bad countci-felted the itppcml fignature $ and as 
it was no diiBcuIt matter to deceive ignorant men, few of whom could read, he pre- 
vailed upon them by entreades, promiies, and threats, to make a fecond attempt. Dur- 
ing fliis ihprt interval, a catmon was drawn from o‘ne of the baftions, which Mirovitch 
himfelf pointed againft the paffage leading to the Prince’s apartment, when tho door was 
fuddenly opened, and the whole palty hiffered to enter without oppofition. 

On the firi): attempt of Mirovitch, Vlafief and Tchekin bad difpericiTthe aiTailants 
by ordering the sentinels to fire ; but when they returned, and Mirovitch, with his 
cannon pointed, leemed determined to force his way, the officers, findin'g no poffihility 
of lurlher rcfiftancc, attacked with thejr drawn (v ords the unfortunate ohjedl of this 
conteft, who had been awakened by the tumult, and had Itaried out of bed. The 
Prince, though without any weapon, and almoft naked, yet, animated with dcfpair, 
made a vigorous defence |i he parried thtir lepcated thrufls; and, though pierced 
through the hand, broke one of their fwords, until overpower^ and dabbed in fevcral 
places, he was difpatchcd by a wound in the back. The officers immediately threw 
open the door, and, pointing to the body of Ivan, exclaimed, ** Hero is your Ein- 
/peror I” Mirovitch, beholding the dead body, darted back in an agony of furprizc ; 
foon, however, rccolleCtlng himfelf, he maue no other attempt j but returned with 
perfect compofure to the Governor, and delivering up his fword, calmly faid, “ I am 
now your prifoncrl,” 

On the foil* wing day, the body of Ivan was expofed in a flnit and a pair of drawers 
before the guar^-houfe in the fortrefe, whither an imnienfe concourfe of people flocked 

^ It U dflHcult, Ilf thiddiftance of lime, to find uutjihc contents of tins paper; but it appealed, fiom 
the examination rf Mirovitch nnd his diloeiAtes, to have been ohrciii’tly drawn up. As he nffeiud that i^hat 
he itad to iffiled from the Empiei*., he could not lay open his of rtUafin;^ Ivan ; and probably 

the paper contained only an ordei to take the Ihitice from the cuftody of Vlafief and rcbekin, who might 
bt reprcfentcd a$ betiaying their tiuit : this fuppoiitiotn's coiiliundd bv the viokfit abufe which the ioldicts^ 
on tlitir leturn to the fecotid attack, thttfw put againU. thef^two officers. Nikita Xiebcdcf» the next in 
command to Mirovitch, was the only pcifon who perofmd that the order won count;cifcittd> and| tlionp[h 
he did not ajEliil Miroviteh^ he was alter wmxU piiniftcd fdr not dfircpvermg the mrpufttron*io the knifguided 
foldiers* , > 

j* Sticb the account of this tranfaQiotiy wltfch 1 leceived froth the gov^rtror ; hut jL fledm it a duty 
to mfert a note frojji the JCarl of fiucktnghamihhf to th^ Lari of HardiVlckc* relates inore circuni* 
flantiaily the behaviour of Mirovitchs ^ ' 

’ ^ 1 July iyi|54* 

The tfficcr then (after having dabbed Ivan) 'jKodoced.thc body^to thd Lieutenant and hw ftddlerst and 
told them they might iiow do mbh their Emperor what they houglit prdpen carried the oorjra 

to the foot oi the guards and covered It w^th the colouiSi aniu thtfn^ with idi bis ipldieis, proftraUd himfelf 
before it» find ktlTed th^ handb ; then taking off his own gorget* falh* ^atid tword* laid tliem by the bodr» 
and addrtffiag himfelf db the Colonel of KoTgalow, who was t!|ien and pni]ntri\g to ibe body^ told 

Mm* *Thtrc is your Emperor* you may do ts you pleafe. Advrrle fortune nas blatlcd *ny dtfign. I 
moum jnot for my own fate, but for the mtfery of my poor fellow loldieis, the inhocent viftimsof my 
ttodatflUoj;*’ He then embritced the under officcr»|vaudXuirendeicd himftlf and 

lo from 
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from sll quarters. I was informed by a gentleman *, who was preleat on tlie occafion, 
that he Jownd it impoflible to deferibe the animated grief uhith appeared in the coun- 
.tenances, attitudes, and expreffions of the iSoople at die fight of a Ihince, who had once 
been feated upon the throne, whofe miaforiune only, and fio crime, hdd occafioned 
his imprifomnent, and whofe wretched rxiftence had been prcinaturoly clolcd by the 
hand of violence. 'I’he concourfe at laft being fo great as to txcitc apprehenfions of a 
tumult, the body was wrapped in a fheep-fiiin, put into a coffin, and buried in an an- 
tient chapel of the fortrefs, which is now demolifhcd. 

.Aciording to the infownation I received fiom thofe who had fecn the bodj' of Ivan, 
he was fix tett in height, handfome, and athletic; he had fmall fiery eyes, reddilh 
hair and beard, and a complexion uncommonly fair, though pallid fiom confinement. 

The account of this wild enterprife, and of Ivan’s death wss lorwarded to Count 
Panin, together with feveral copies of the mantfv>fln, found upon Mlrovithh. It con. 
taint'd the moll virulent abtife and dreadful imprecaii ms agaiijlt the Emprefs, who was’ 
reprtfented as an bfurper of the throne of which Ivan was th * lawful jbvereign ; and 
tljo copies wore ib have been diftribufed as foon as the I'rince fiioiild lie refeued and 
brought to the capital. Count Panin dilpatclied immediate intelligence to the Emprefs 
in Livonia; who ttouimandcd Lieutenant.Gcncral Weymar to repair without delay to 
Schluflelburgh, to examine Mirovltch a«d his aflbeiatos. 'iliis information, together 
witii tjJjeTonfefiion of Mirovitch and his accomplices, waslafd before a committee com- 
poiod of five prii.cipaUct lefiaftics, the fcnSte|and of other mjbks higUin rank and office. 
M'rovitch ami his abettors, being removed to Pcterlburgh, were eximined at different, 
times before this committee, bofli feperately and rogefher ; and the rcfult of all thefe 
enquiries tended to /hew, that Mirovitch had not been inlligated to this attempt ; but 
had originally contrived the plot, and afted throughout the whole tranfaQion Iblely 
from himlclf. . ’ 

During feveral meetings held on this occafion, Mirovitch afionilhed the committee 
by his infolf'i)*^ and undaunted behaviour; at laft, Iiowever, he was brought in feme 
mcalureto a A.nle of his crime, by the reprefentations of the Arebbilbop of Iloftof, and 
four nobles fpccially deputed lor that’purpofe, and being again exhorted to confefs if. 
ho had any affociates, he firmly replied, “ As a man devoted to die, I folemnly declare, 
that my confeffioti conUain*. all 1 know. I call upon the Almighty to,wituefs the truth 
of this affortion, and denounce his fevereft vcrtgcancc upon me hi the next world, if I 
have milreprofented any Sircumtt^nce or concealed ab; accomplita^'-”, Beipg copvifted 
of high treafbu, Jic was condimined to lofe his head ; and the body, together with the 
Icaffold upon which he was to fuffer, were olderqid to be Jiurnt upon the fpot. The 
lentcnce was p'.rformed op the 26th of September, in the city of Peterfinirgh. Miro- 
vifch Walked to ihf* place of'execution along the ftreets, through an innumerable con- 
courfe of people, w.th an unconcerned air, and Heady countenance. Having mounted 
the fcaffuld, he call his cyeit aroUnd him with a look of indifference, then croffed him-, 
felf, and without uttering a Angle word t, laid down his head upon the block, and it 
was fevered from his btidy at one ftrofce. ' 

Mirovitch wlone fuffored capitally ; hiS^ttor&werc fubjefled to different penalties,^ 
according to the d^e^s of theij; guilt. Pifkof, whb was the Mpil cripiinal, was fen- 
tenced to run the gadnilet twelve times through* line of a thoiuand nl^, and his five 
aftbdates ten times ; they Were then condeipned for life to hard labour and impipfon* 

• 'Mr. Liewap. * , 

f It may not be improper tarena>1b» that Mirovifra was net gagged, aa hat been falfAy afieited. 

ment 
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meittt ; a leQtence heavier than death itfelf. If is needlefa to difcrlminate th? ponalties 
iihpgfed upon the others, Which confilled chiefly in the gauntlet, in degradation, and in 
condemnation to ferve in diftant garrifons. It will be fuflicient to obferve, that fifty-fwe 
,.deiiti(^uents%ere involv^ in the guilt of Mirovitch : to thefe ihuft be added Cafatkia 
and Tchevafidief, who were convicted of holding treafonable cdnverfations with him ; 
and 5?ikita Lehedef, who was punifhed for not having undeceived the foldiers, by ex. 
pofirig the falfity of the order forged by Mirovitch. 

Such are the principal faSs which I was able to collect refpeding the life and death 
of Ivan; and 1 have endeavoured to ftate them with perfeflt impartiality. The fame 
regard to Iruth prevents me from concealing reports induftrioufly circulated, that the 
cdurt not only connived at, but even encouraged the attempt of Mirovitch. The ac- 
cufation is thus.flated. Orders were previoufly given to Vlafief and Tchekin to deftroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him Ihould be likely to fucceed;ii( and for (he purpofe 
of furnifldng them wiih, a pretence for difpatching him, Mirovitch was privately infli- 
gated to form a obnfpiracy in his favour. In fupport of this accufation it is urged : 
i. ln the attack of Mirovitch and his party on the guards of Ivan, not one perfon on 
each fide was either killed or wounded. 2. The conduct of Mirovitch on the failure 
of his projed, his daring behaviour under his trial, and his calm cpmpofure at the place 
of execution, are not, on any other fuppofition, to be accounted for. ,3. Orders 
were given to Vlafief and Tchekin for putting Ivan to death ; and they were primoted 
for executing thofe orders, 

^ I. With refpeft to( the firft affertion, wc may readily allow the fafl: to have been 
very extraordinary, but by no means improbable. It is a w'ell-known circumftaiice, that 
in the ouilkirts of an army large bodies of light troops frequently approach dole to 
each other, and fire without effedk. And if this frequently happens in the day-time, 
the probability is dill further increafed, when we confuler that the rencoimtcr in quef- 
tioh happened at two in the morning, and in the midll of a thick fog*. Nor is it extra- 
ordinary that the centinels of Ivan, who were but few, and fome of thefe few Iheltercd 
in the paffage, and others probably behind the pillars of the corridore, fliould not be 
Wounded by the random Ihots of the aflailants, wavering in tlieir refolutions, and un- 
certain whether to comply with, or difobey, the orders of their leader. With refped 
to the party of, Mirovitch, the whole number did not attack in a collccliye body ; 
many of them continued at fome difiance; and tliey were all fo alarmed at the unex- 
pefted retujn of their fire, that they inftantly difperfed, and probably before all the guards 
i, had difehargod their mufkets ; and as t lip guard cohfifted only of eight or ten, as the 
night was dark, and the area large, jt cannot be deemed furprifing that they miffed the 
aflailants. To a ptrfon who has been upon the fpor, and examined the pofition of the 
■ place, thefe fuppofitions arc far from appearing improbable; W'hereass on the other 
: band, if we conclude the w hole to have been concerted, we muft allow that every in- 
'dividual, on both fides, was previowfly informed that the attack, as well as defence, 
Ihould be'fefgned : a cafe in itlielf iuipoflible, that a defign of fuch importance, and the 
; iflpde of aecomplifliing it, Ihould be cntrulted to fo many? and thole of no higher rank 
' than common foldiers f. a' The 

■ ,* Tl>e tmtli of this circumftaiice lias been erroncoufly. ca^d in qurftion ; for I was informed at Schluf- 
fclbrirgli, that ajinoft every niorniiijr fiiraiTitc-Ji'jfbjj^^rccdos fiin life, wbicli is nafuiiilly. accounted for 
: from the Ihuaiion of. the iflaiid on which ^he foiti'&l^lplMS, in a niarfny foil, aiid clofe to the largeft late 
fli Europe.' ' * . r , 

-f I"* '■'■p'y diis arpf-. ment, it lias bcifn faid.4liat the cartridges diftriboted to the foldiers on both fidcs 

^ were balls j but no authority lias ever Ltiii adduced iu lupport of this affertion. If we could fup- 

pofe 



COXlj’s TRAVELS m RUSSIA, 791 

j' 2. The fecond RTginncnt is ‘drawfi from the condud of Mirovitch prt the death of 
during his trial, and at the place , of execution. , In, regard to his hehaviptir on 
the dedth of Ivah, it is ubjcded, that, inftcad of atiemptuig to make any refitiahcpj^he 
calmly, and of' bis own accord, delivered himfclf a pnioner. 'i'o this tt may be' dn- 
Iwered, that he had founded all his hopes of faccefs on obtaining polTeffion of Ivan’s 
perfon ; the moment, therefore, that ihofe hopes were fruilrated by the death of the 
Prince, his fate was decided. He had great difficulty in perfuading . the foldicrs to 
make the fecond attack, ■when the Prince was alive ; what affiftance,. therefore, could 
be expected from thcin ♦when they knew fiiat^he .was dead ? I'hcy had no other ob- 
je£k than to' releafo Ivan, and had even, been unwillingly hurried on to favour that at- 
tempt. Could Mirovitch fiippofe that they wpuld defperately affid him in attacking the 
officers, and in forcing an ejeape? And indeed whither could he efcape? He could 
neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs ; nor could he eafiiy withdraw from the illand. 
He had, therefore, no other alternative than felf-deftriiction, or an immediate fvtrrender. 
His preference of a fiirrerider may be attributed to impulfe of the moment, or lather 
perhaps to the cool intrepidity of bis charaftcr^ l1[e had ventured his life and fortunes 
upon one rilk of extreme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew and was prepared 
for the word, andfullcnly refigned himfelf to his fate. But after all, it is top much to 
expeft that wo Ihould juitify thecondu9,of an cnthufiafl, in the moment of difappoini- 
nient and defp;iir, on the principles of fou;)d judgment and deliberate reafon* . 

His daring infolencc before the committee, and his c?dm indiflerf'nce at the place of 
execution, arc, it is alleged, hot to bo accounted for, but on the fiippofilion that he 
either endeavoured to prevent the idea of collufion, or becauie he was lectirc ofp.u-don. 
It is furmifed, therefore, that he was only to lay down his head on the block, and a 
reprieve was to be ready at the place of execution. I’o this I britflv anlwer, that it is 
not to be conceived by what promil'es a man could poffibly be perfuaded to hazard 
himlelf in fo critical a date. What could induce him to rilk his life under a momen- 
tary flroke, to be given or fufpended by a power interclled in his dedviidion ? For the 
<lead betray nothing j and his death would preclude all difeovery of fo infamous a tran- 
faclion. And thefe flrange fuppofitions arc advanced, as if no rebel was ever un-^ 


pofe that -the murdfr was conimilted inlentionalIy» bdUcarlridgeb could not liave been wiihhclcl from a 
motive of humanity, % 

♦ 1 cannot in ilm place avoid citing a paflage from an anonymouf' Ruthof^j 'vho Ivipp^fes a collufion 
between Mirovitch and the court: Apreu un fi noble exploit MellVs. VVliviief tt Tchekin jeltent Ic 
corps da Prince aflafiine, devant la porte ; ct par un effet mir;ici:lcux MirovitA, qm ve ionnoiffbU ahrs k 
Prince huifi que ffc twritf le reconnoit dans ce moment pour fon Empenur non ohjinnt k hroufilunl epais.^^ A 
ftrange objedtion I as if, becaufe Mirovitch was not acquainted with the perfon of [van, he fiiould not know, 
,.cr at icaft believe, the dead body to be hjs^ when ilit*guards cried out, “ Heie is your Jimperor I” Could 
be conceive they had murdered an innocent perfon, merely with the view of deluding him ? And we re not 
the, doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at full liberty to fcarch and falisfy himfelf ? Another^ 
pafiage from the fame author mull be mentioned for its glaring fiilfity ; Le coup innueiulu le frappa 
tcllcmchtj qu'il temoigne fon repen tir el fon a/Ht^lion It toiitc fit iroupe, fe rend pnfounicr { ct de tovt^fa 
garde qui cidlt cmplke du mtme ctime^ hjifmd q»i en e/l h chef efl ariricj el hii jtul cn eji puni.^* I'he reader 
will be abib to judge whether theJbloiers who alTilled Minwitch were equally guilty with him ; and whe- 
ther he was the only j^rfon arrcilcd^ and the only perfon puiiilhed. TIk auihor of the above ninlevolent 
paragraph did not knbw^ perhaps, that, by the laws of KnlTu, tapiul pcnfd.h’es arctfcldom irijlidlcd ; or 
that the accomplices of Mirovitch were fevercly puniflied. Wr may remind him, that even in ihe rebellion 
of Pugatebef, that impoftorand four of his principal confederates the only perfon savIio fnflered death ; 
the other rebels were Icnootcd and condemned to hard labour i#id imprifonment. 'The caufc mull bcKvery,*^ 
bad Indeed, when its defende|8 have rccourfe to fuch frivolous objedions, and fuch glaring falfeli pods, 
bce Picccs ioucernant la Mort du Pfliicc Ivan, 

' I daunted 



793 COXI^*S TXAVSliS IK XUmA. 

dAuntfd during ^rial ; oor, any mald^dor every met with firmncfe ai^d eve;a in* 
difference. . • • * 

3, With refpcd to the th^rd argument, which refts on the previous orders to the 
ufHcers Vlaliefttand Tchekin, their execution of thofe orders, and promotion ip cOnfe.' 
quertce, I clearly and decifively reply, that f«ch orders were pot peculiar to the guards 
ot Ivan j they are always given to thofe who arc appointed to fecure ftate^prifoners of 
any confeqpcnce in RuiTia. During the whole reign of Elizabeth, this precaution had 
always been taken ■, and the orders were renewed whenever the perfons cntrulted with 
the care 0/ Ivan were changed. ' * * j 

Jdut, in fupportof this* argument, it is further alleged, that the oifit^rs were loo pre- 
cipitate in dupatching the Prince ; tbejj, might have conveyed him to foino phee of 
greater feeurity, when the confpirarors had been repuffed in their firft onfet. But whi- 
ther could thej' convey him? They could. not cdnccal him in the forirefs,' or reuio\c 
him from the iiland. There could be no apartment more fecure than that in which he 
VI as confined ; and even if they had attempted to remove him, the (hortnefs of the in- 
terval between thelirlt and fecond aflauk would have prevented tlienr. I'he affiilann. 
inftantly returned as foon as the forged order was read to them, and they return*. J 
with a loaded cannon. It follows, therefore, that the officers and cenrinels found thcni- 
lolves incapable of refiftance, and that Ivan muft have fallen into the hands ol Miro- 
\ifch ; they had, therefore, no other alternative than to put him to death. Dreadful 
alternative indeed ! but which they were obliged to embrace, for the preft rvation of the 
public tranquillitv. If they perfoimed their duty in this'emcrgi ncy, the approbal ion of 
tlicir fovereign, and their fubicquenr promotion, were the natural, and I even add, the 
juft confequcnccs. 

But furely the wliolc conduct of Mirovitch, his aflbeiation with Dfbakof, their oath of 
fidelity, the violent manifcflo againft the Emprefs, together with his trealonabic intcr- 
.courfc with<’..’fatkiu and Tchevaridfef, are evident proofs that Itis defign was not feign- 
ed, that it 01 1 anted from hinifelf, and had been planned fome time before an opportu- 
nity offered tor iis execution. To fuppofe tliat the Emprefs bad formed tiu- ptojeft of 
^deftroying Ivan, tliat fhe employed l^lirovitth as fhe inflruinent, that flie ftcrttly pro- 
inifed him his pardon, that fhe fuffered him to go to the place of execution fully lecurvj, 
of a reprieve, that Ihe there deceived him, that fhe punifhed his affociate'?, of whoflfe 
criraindity file was herfdf the iromediate'eaufe, imply fuch an abfurd complication^ of 
the , baiefl fraud and horrid barbarity, that we ought nut to liften to the iinpur^/tion, 
were it fbuncled even on fome degree of probable cmijefturej whereas the arguments 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague fuppolitions i and are totally rCTiited by 
the niofl valid arguments and indifpuUble teftimony. , * * 1 

I cannot dole this billory without anncJ^ing a fhort account of Ivan^s familjy. His 
father Atiihony Ulric was fon of Ferdinand Albert,' by Antonietta Amelia, /fifter of 
^Charlotte Chriftina, who efpoufed tlie Tearovitch Aiexty, He was brotlier off Charles 
Duke of Brunfviick, and of that diftingtiilhted genersi Prince Ferdinantl. ' fcAnthony 
Ufric was born fn 17145 in 1733 betrothed, on his arrival at Peterfburrih, to the 
Princefs Anne of Mecklenburg!), the,prefumptive heirSte t*f the Ruffian thi^e. He 
ferved in the campaign againft the Turks’ under General Munic, aiMedV tme fiege of 
Otchakof, and Was a true Brunfwick for valour and IJ)irit of entetpri;^ Cm the i^h 
of July 1739, his nuptials with the Prineds Anne were celebrated Vj/Rh gr^t magnifi- 
cotice. On the day of that ccreincwy, who vvould haVe ima|^|lfd that j^ear uifion 


* ManAdtt's Memoirs, p, 248. 
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%Qt3d <SM plwduc^ tb^/ mis&Vtoi|e I** and that th^ Friifc^ Was called into 
Ru0la, not ^ ffiu? a th^sne, out a pirifon with Iw confort i 

<tf &ra<i* Eli:?aWll Oithatihe was daughter of Charles Jheo- 

{>oki» jDuke h^kleh^urgby Catharine Ivanofnaj Jbe wasbon\m 17 tS* anti in 
1731 invited td reterfbijfgb by her aunt the ^mprdTs ilnne. Haying embraced the 
'Greek reli^oo, the Was resbaimlzed by the name of 4 nne» and efpouied in 1739 An* 
thony Ulric. Soon, after dip birtb^otXvan, Ihe was not only excluded from the throne, 
but even from any Jhaye in the idnnniftration of aSirs during her fob's minority, by the 
intrigues of Biron, who, i:^n the accedion oHvan, tvas declared regent. Having, Uy 
the anUfcance of’ Couht hfiinie, atreftedBiren, the Princefs Anne affuhted the feSney 
and titlcof^Great Duchefe, 4 t /4 was on the point of declaring berfclf Bmprefs, when 
Elizabeth f^ed the reins of government/ * 

Upon that revblution this illuftrious couple were fucceflively confined at Riga, Dune* 
mund, and Oranieiibalmi { from thence they weru removed to Sulnmonfkoi OArof, an 
tilaiid in the White Sca,<and finally^ to Koimogqd, a fmall town, fitttated in an ifiand of 
the Dvina, aboUt forty miles from Archangel. Anne bad four children by her huibaild 
during their joint itimrifonment, and died in child.bed at Kolmogori, in March 1746, 
Her bbdy was bfou^u to Peteifburgh, and buried in the church of the convent of St* 
Alexander Nevflci. • * 

Manfiein * has well drawn the weak, ^apriejous, and indettfive chatafter of die re- 
gent Anne ; who, with a moderate degree of firmnefs and prudence, might have defeat- 
ed the defigns of Elizabeih ; but an anecdote recorded by Bufehing, will perhaps dif^* 
play, in the ftiongcft ligRt, her mild and indolent character. During her M«jfinement 
m the fortrefs of Riga, the Prince of Brunfwiefc frequemly blamed her for Ifiivlng dif- 
regarded the information fhe daily received concerning the attempts of the oppofigp 
party ; once in particular he vehemently reproached her for rejeflmg hitj advice to ar-* 
reft Elizabeth, adding, ** had that advice been followed, y6u and your family would 
not have been involved in your prefent misfortunes.” It may be fo/* returned the 
Piincefs with great indiftercncej ** but I fttall never repent of my condu&; and 
it is better as it is, than to have* preferved our fovereigaty by fheddiOg a deluge of 
blood t.” 

Befidcs Ivan, fhe left four children, two fons, and as many daughters, who were con- 
fined with their father at Kolmogori. * 

Anthony Ulric died in f’76, in the thirty-fifth year <ff his itbpri/hnmept, and in the 
fixty- third of his age. He had been long amided .with the>gouf, Wad a year Wore hit. 
death was roially mind. 

The place of ihcit: confinement at Kolmogori was thu biAfC^'*$ rncient palace and 
garden ; fcpa«*aV‘di on one fide from th^ cathedral by a high wall, and oA the other 
furroundud by paiifadoes|. Within the encldurp, near the entrance, was a barrack 
for the foldiers who guarded them, commanded by a lieutenant ahd three inferior offi- 
cers. Another guard, commanded by licutpnnnt lUrikin, was ftatiqped in the epifeo- 
pal palace, in which the illuftrious prifbnera were confined •, thefe two guards hadT no 
communication with eadh other. 

* Mmoiri, p jiA*. . 

f Hift ml. i> pk$». Bufcbing bful tbh tqeedote frnm « Aroarite nuid of lionoiir wno it. 
tended tbr reMnt in benKcnfiDOnmu 
t *Btifchiog’s Hift. Idig. Vof. 418. ' 

•51. 


wet. va. 


The 



794 COXK’S TRAVIJLS in 

The governor of Archangel kept the^cys <iF the ^tes, and vnthout hfeperraififon tto 
one, not even the phyficiun, if they were indilpolcd, could venture to vifit them. Trom 
the windows of their houfe theytwere <tblc to defery, towards the fouth-cad, a fmall 
turirof the river ' 13 vina, and.towards the fouth-weft, the high road loading to Sr. Pev 
torlburgh. They inhabited the apattmems on the ground-floor, which lead by a fmall 
flight of fteps into'a garden, planted vith a few birch, and ronfaining a muddy fifh- 
pond, forfounded with avenues of trees. In this fifli-pond floated an old and craay 
boat. They had the ufi of an old-fafliioncd coach, drawn by fix horfes, and attended 
by the foldiers, in which they could drive backwards and forwards along an alley about 
a quarter of a mile within the enclofure. 

Tbcfe illultrious prifoners, whdfe birth entitled them to a better fate, faw no other 
perfons ljut their attendants j bad no other amufcinent than to play at w'hifl.' or ombre, 
and dared notread any thing but books of prayer in the Ruflian language* 

Codovin, governor of Archangel, under whofc inlpecHon thdjr remained fevcntcen 
ycat«, treated them with great negleQ:.^ He full' -red the houfe ->nd garden to fall into 
decay, furnilhed an indilk^rent table, ami gave no .nccounr of the money allotted for 
their fupport. But in 1779 they experienced a more favcurablc change of circum- 
ftanccs. Mclgunef being difpatched by the Emprefs to divide the* province of Arch- 
angel into two governments, vifited the prifoners, and was moved with compafiion at 
thar forlorn fituation. By his advice the youngs- ft Princefs Elizabeth wrote to the 
£mpre&, in an artlcfs and pathetic lua mer, and laid before Her Majefty an account of 
their deplorable fituation. I Catharine, gnatly afiefted at the perulal, redoreJ them 
to liberty, and placed them under the protedion of the Qofcn-Uowager of Den- 
mark. , ^ 

By her order, Melguncf prepared oveiy thing for* their departure j and at two 
‘"o^^clock in the morning, on the 27th ot June 1779, releafed them from the prifon- 
houfe, and accompanied them to Aichangcl. (>n tluir arrival in the fortrefs, he in- 
formed them of the Emprefs’s giWcious intentions to fend them into Denmark. Tins 
unexpeded new® at.Arft filled thciji with apprelumfions ; they miftrufted Ibnie hidden 
danger, and exprefled a defire to remain at Kohriogbri with the enjoyment of -more li- 
berty, But when Melguncf aflured tln'm, in the ftrongeft (terras, of the goodnefs of 
the Emprefs, delivercid to them a valuable prefent of clothes, plate, and diamonds, and 
informed them, that they wouW be placed under the protedion of the yueen-Dowager 
of Dcnmaik, tl^eir aunt, they berft into tears, and falling upon their ^ees, exprefled 
the warmeft gratitude for this unexpe^ed favour, and oflftred up prayers to Heaven for 
their kind benefadrefs. 

On the 30th of June they went on board the frigate prepared for their voyage, fet 
fail on the foitowing night, and after a paflfage of three months, and being expofed to a 
violent lempeft, reeched Berghen in Norway. There they embarked on board a Danifh 
veflei, and landed at Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutbnd. Being conl^eyed to Aalberg, 
they remained fivi| days with the* governor, Count Often"*, and from thence pro- 
ceetfed by eafy journies, and fixed their refidence at Horfens, a town of Jutland, 
Jituated at the ex^remitj/jof a bay of tfie Baltic, a few miles from the frontiers of 
Slefwie. ' * ’ ‘ ‘ 

In itiy fecond toor to the North, in 1784, I purfoed my ^vels to Horfens, from a 
defire to pay my refpeds to thefe illuftnous perfonages, / On our arrival we waited on 

i r 

l Ncoved thefe putitttlm fibm Count Often himfelf, whom I tnet«tC«peninj$cii. 

the 
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tBe principal officer aitett^aat on tfto Ruffian Pn|ices» and requefted to have the honour 
: iQf pre(eniod. lye received a :fo?oUrabw anCwer ; *but when we expected our re- 
queft to, be comphed with* we weyc put off with varjpus oxcules. We did not know, 
uxitU we were informed by Mr« O'uldberg, whom we had the honour of feeing at Aar- 
huus, that by fpeciai orders from the court of Denmark ho foreignerff were prefent^ to 
them. They were only accontpanied 1 ^ a Ruffian lady, and a prielband his wffe. From 
their ignorance of any language but the Ruffian, and their inability to coiivcrfc with 
mojfl of thofe who were placed about them, on their grd anival at Ilorfcus they ap- 
peared even to regrot their prifon at Kolraogori. But they were foon reconciled, and 
became quite delighted with the change in their fituation. 

They are Hill a kind of ftiileprifoners, though, in comparifon with their former litua- 
tion, they may be faid to enjoy perfect liberty. They never go out without attendants, 
and have not yet been permitted to vifit any family in die town. The gates of their 
houfe or palace, as it is called, are carefully clofcd in winter at ten, and m fnmmer at 
eleven. They amufe tbemfolves witli reading^ playing at billiards, cards, riding, and 
walling ; they walk much about the town, and in the environs, and drive out in car- 
ria},c The princes often ride, p.u-ticularly Alexey, who is fond of that exercife, and 
h laid to be expert. They not janfrequently pay villts in the country, and dine with. 
tl)( neighbouring families. 

The names of thefe defeendants of the iropeml family are Cath)irihe, bpi^ Idly 
1741, Peter, born March 31, 1745,'; jA Macch 7, 17^6, of whoni Anne 

died in childbed. This prince is fince dead* : Elizabeth, the youngeft fifter, was 
a woman of high fpirk and elegant manners. On being rt leafed, Ihe wrote a letter of 
thanks to the Eniprefs, fo well expreffod as to excite admiration. KTerfirhcr is faid to 
have inftruifled her ; but flie likrwile obtained confidcrable information from feveral 
office rs who were her guards, and whom Ihc conciliated by' her captivating mannerg. 
On Ikr arrival d!t Ilorfetis (he poffcffed portraits of her father and mother, and had even 
contrived to proem e a rouble of her brother Ivan ftruck in his lliort reign. S'^e alone 
ol her brothers and filters could fpeak a little German, ard ferved as an interpreter 
betwe n theta and Filnce Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who mote than once vifited his ne- 
phews and nl'ct.. She is reported to have died of chagj-in; but, as far as I crfuld 
coll'd, her death was occafioned by a violejut fever, which was foon attended with a 
delirium, and hurried her to the grave on the fixteenth day of her iltnefs. 

But though we were unfttccefs'ul in our attempt to be prefen ted, we did pot quit 
Hoilt'ns without feeing their fyrfons} as pn the day after our arrival there w^s a great 
fair, and many people were auembled in Ute market-place, the Princes frequently ap- 
peared at the windows 1 )f their palace. The Princefs feemed palq and thin, the Princes 
were about the middle fize, fair complexioned, with ffrong features, light hair, and cx- 
preffivc eyes, ' * ' 9 ^ 

As I beheld thefe augull defeendants of the Tzar Ivan, I felt extreme fatisfadion, m 
reflediug that they were enlarged from the precinds of a Ruffian prifon ; and admired 
the buiuartity and mttgnaaimity of Catharine the Second, who, above the fuljvcions 
of ilato-jealpufy, relctued from a long cpnfincment perfons whofe parents had died in 
prifon, wbme brother bid once hlled the Ruffian throne, and clofed his unfortunate life 
by the hand of xjolence* > . 

Hav.ng had frequent oc<»fion to mention Count Munic, I lhall nere throw together 
a few aittdotes of that extraordinary man, who enjoyed the favour of five fove- 
reigns, >whoat|RiiKd, at oiutpenodof his life, dte bigheil; honours^ and at another wjm 
' 51a doom^ 
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Count Burchpinil Chrtftoph«r Munkticntor a 
torf^ in the <» Olde^burgoi on the j^th of May i{>8> Ha t'eciiiival an ejeoiidlhnt 
eddcation, tiji the year of his age, entewdTnto the feHriije of the Land- 

grave of Henb-paninftadt^ who, on account of Ina knowledge in ta6dcs, conferred on 
him the rank of captain* He ferved bis firft campaign in t79«» teben the l^mperor 
Jofe^h commanded agaioft th^French, and was prefent at the ftege of Landaw. In 
1705 he was employed as a^ major ^ the Landgrave of HefTe-CaUel, and improved 
hiffifelf in the art of War under the of Mavlhoroti^h and Prince Kugeae. He 
dlAinguiibed himfelf for hi$ cod intrepidity in feveral engagements and Ii^es, and par*) 
dcuiarty at the battle of Mat{tlaquet, when, in recompente for his bravery, he was made 
lieutengnt colonel. Being, 17 > a, dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Benain, he 
was numii priToner by the French, and foon after his rcieafe in the enfuing year, raifed 
to the command of a r^im^t. ‘ ' 

In tyid he quitted the Heiliao, and entered into the Poltfii fervice under Auguf- 
tus n.f and was foon promoted to the rank of major general { but, in 1721, being in- 
fulted by Count Fleming, the King*a^favourite, he W<^t into Raffia, and was reSleived 
in the moft bonourtffile manner hy Peter. Being charged by that great monarch with 
the cstecution qf fevural important truib, both civil and military, he fucceffivcly filled 
the higheft pom in the n^my apd (bte. He was created marjihal by the Eroprefs Anne, 
and' placed at the head of the war department ; he obtained the command of the army 
againft^tbe Thrks, and proW his nUiitaty talents by his fucccile^ in the campaigns of 
1737 aiid 173$. , J / 

Soon after the death of the Empref*;, he advifed, planned, and executed the arrefl; of 
Biren, and was rewarded 'by the regent Annd with the office of prime mimfter. But as 
he was ^ifeontented at not being appointed generaliffimo, and as hiswpower and am- 
bition gave umbrage to the court, he requefted permiffion to refign his employments, 
and was afionllhhd at the readinefswith which hb requeft was granted. Infiead of re- 
pairing to the pruffianuoiirr, to which he WasilronglyeUvited, he imprudently remained 
m Ruffia, flattering himfe|f wkh tjie hopes of b^ing re-inftated in his former dignity, 
and was arreft^ on the fith of December ^1741, by order of Kliaabeth. The oRenfible 
reafon of hb dlfgracn was, that he had perfuaded the Empjmb Anne tq^'ombate Ivan 
her fuccelfor j but the real capfe, aS I was injbrpied by a perfon^of tepBty, who re- 
ceived it from Count Munlc himmlf, was that, by order pf that Emprer8,^nc had taken 
info cuflpdy one Elizabeth^ favourites. * ' 

Munlc Was brought before, a committee appointed fo exaflline the flate priffiners. 
Bring ffitigUed wltfi repeated queftions, and perceiving tbe determinaflon of hb judges 
to %d him gulUy, he faifl, to tnqm, ** Dlriatc tbo ai\fwmwhk^«yho wl|h me tq makq, 
and 1 will fi^ them.^ The indges immediately wrote dowh a tohteffion of feveral 
charges, which bring fubferibed by Munlc, hb mock trial 'Was concluded. B<^g thus 
convifted of high treafon, be was chns^ned^to be quartered, but^ hb (entence Wa$ 
changed by Elizabeth to pftrpetdal im{nifonmenf. For the fpaoe of t^ty yeat^ he 
was cmlfinril arPelim in $ih^^ Iri an <mrng,or prifon, ul which, accoddint^ Manllriii, 


* 1 l>«\e c1)%ltexti«^e4 tliii asdoont fiwn the Ifdsid wbo wat firtbntely 

aequainted with him i 1 herd bcOi eiwhUd'Uji add a AawdothMMlMt t ofatabedlitMtt anqSeSiot^able 
autWity. Sei; Lebou Ccbhkhte Bwchlrd C^htiftojdiu voo M^odch. Bvf. Hlft, pfagl p. 5^9 
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he hiid tumfetf ^ 4 rh tiilr |>Iatt tht^Vecc^idA of^Bit^ ti! was an area ^aiih 

high palliHdpee, |»hpht one hui)di^ *nd fe/ventf feet ihm^ witida wbl^h w«) t lO^oden 
houfe, Hkhahibd by himfelf, hie 'anie* and a femnnh e fmall gferden, which |e cul> 
tivaM hhi ewn handle* He received a daily aUb«MnV*<^lf for thd matht^name 

of hiihielf, hie nrife, and dotneflScii ; which Httie jmt^ande 1^ increaihd h^ Keeping -eowa* 
and feHing'l^nt of tbth* inltk» and by odcaMd% inhi>ij|6^ youth id geomtn^ and ' 
engineering. llei>ehaVed/during'^lu« Imng no^^utiea^'t W^h ^ trtnipil refignatiod, 
tranquillity, and eveft*cheemilneifc He aecUi^Daireid every naf at dlnn^ td drink 
to his wife, «* a happy return to Beieriboj^h.** He had prayew tii^e a ’day, fkaA eleyen 
to twelve in the rnprning, ahd from fix to feven m ihe evening } tifey ivtjife rhid in the 
German tongue by his chaplrib Maftens, who dying in >749, the Count himfelf affthy, 
wards performed the fcrvice. Bcfide the culture ofnis garden/and the botife'he ]^e4' 
in gmug inftrudion, he found fufBcient leifurc for compoiing hymt)!} for trahuail^g' 
feveraipfaims and prayers idto German vdrfe; and for writii^ a treakife on the art <n 
war, which he prOpofed, if relied from his cpafpiement, to prefisnt to the King of 
Prudia. In the laa year of his imprifonmenr, a ccndnel Informing a^nft Munic*sTer<- 
vants foriupplying hitn vdth pens and paper, the Count, tn order to prevent difeovery, 
was obliged to deflroy all his writings, the amnfeidents ao4 labour of fo many folitary 
years. f ‘ * 

He had always fupported himfetf with the expeHationof recovering his lihet;ty at the 
accellion of Peter the Third ; but be was no fooner informed of that hVeht, than. With 
the dotation natural to^a peifon in his (late, he begap to dn^d that his expi^flatton was 
ill founded. He fufieVed, during feVerai weeks, the moft alarming anxiety," perpetually 
ilufiuated between hope and fear, and often declared that tbefe few weeks appealed to 
him much longer than all the former years of his dhifinement. At Idngtn, on tbk 
morning of the 1 ith of February 176a, the iong>c3^e&cd tflell^ger arrived from Fe« 
terfburgh with the order for his releafe* < Monk, who baj^pened to be er^ged in bk 
prayers, did not perceive him, dnd his wife made figns to the mefienger iM to diiturh 
her hufband. Being informed of his recall, he was fo afibffed as to feint away ; but 
foon recovering, he fell down upon hts knees, and, in the moft fervent manner, offered 
up his thanks for *his change in his fituation. On the iQih be departed from PeHm, 
and on the 34th of MarCh arrived at PeteribOrgh, in the fame fheepikin drefs vdiich he 
had worn in his prifon. On the 3tft he was admitted to an audience W the Empe- 
ror*: Peter, after hanging round his neck the order Of St. Andrew, and reftoring him to 
his antient rank, faid to mm, ** I hope that your advanced age vrih fiiU pttninit you to 
. ferve me.”— “ Since Your Majefty,’* replied the Count at the concltmon Af a long 
fpeecb} ** has railed mi; from datkh^ ipto light, and recalled me from Siberia to profe 


* A» aecoiiA ef hif ftrft appettrance at coiirt !« coatsiiic^ In a hitler 'fAm Mt . Keidi to the Earl of Bute, 
dated April ‘ V < 

MarAid Mvsk wi^ sreieoted^to tfte Eeqperor l*ft nomtogi and la theewtaiog tfie Duke of 

Courtancl and i^pearea togetUer ateonrt WitlMhiia.neMnda. and wift both tmited Ipr His Impatigjl 
Majeftr with great mnM of uftioAiuiu It.oras aaVffcAing feene to fee tbote two reftwAable per- 
fohs, after Wine jwiVlraf fo IdAg 'a ®u/fe of Knafoetwqes, appear agafoi at their age, at a’^eobrt where 
they had fonrteriy riadifogreaca bgarnv wn tdtee^bWl, that bdng th«*ir firft foteinew* eonrerfetofftthee' 
witfa great civility, and Witfioitt any au^raikce that animolity and jeakniff. Which ha<l drawn aUmbit 





^ cQ3dt^’ 

trate myfelf before youi throne, I fhall always be raoft willing to expofe my life in your 
fcrvice. Neither a long banifhrnent from the throne of. MajeAy, nor the elimatc of Si- 
beria, have been able to damp, in •the fmdleA degree, that fire which formerly ihone 
tuth fuch la^re for the infercfls of the Ruffian empire, and the glory of its fovereign.*^ 
Munic enjoy^ the favour and proteSion of Peter and Catharine, and died on the 
i6th ef Oftobef, lyfiy, iiKthe eighty-fifth year of his age. 


Chap. XV .— wbo qffumd the Name of Peter the Thind, particularly Pugatchrf, 
•^His Origin and IPJlory,'— State ctf the Rujfian Scilaries^and the Mutiny of the Cojptcs 
ofTaitJk favour hit Rtbcllm.~—Hc ajfumei the Charadler of Peter the Third.-^CMeS$ 
an irregular army. — His Progrefu — Barbarity. — Wcahiefs and Ilhcondu^.-^Repeated 
'“Defeat Sf and Ef capes ^ fubfequent Apbearancs. — finally routed,— Betrayed by his ddber- 
ents.— Executed at Mofem. ^ 

€ 

ALTHOUGH the body of Peter III. was expofed to public vievrin the convent of 
Alexander Ncvfki; yet feveral impoflors flartcd up in the difiant regions of*thc Ruf- 
fian empire, and pafled for that monarch. 

The firft was a fhoe-maker of Voroaetz, who appeared under the name of Peter, a 
few years before the rebellion of Pugatchef ; but he was foon taken and executed. 

The fecond was a dcfcrier from the regiment of Orlof ; his name was Tchernichef, 
and he rofe in 1770, in the fmall village of Kopenka on the frontiers of Crim Tartary, 
as’a corps of troops was marching through that place. Some dilTenting priefts, having 
fubomed a number of followers^ raifed him upon the altar of the church, and were pre- 
paring to acknowledge him ; but the colonel of the regiment repairing to the church 
at the head of a firohg guard, took him from the altar, and led him to immediate 
execution. ^ 

A third was a peafint belonging to the Vorontzof family, who deferting from his 
village, engaged as a common ColTac amohg thofe who are fettled upon the Volga at 
Dubofka. A body of thefe Coffacs marching irfthe fpring of 1773, from Tzaritzin to 
join the Ruffian army, he afiembted them in a fmall pofi-houfe fituated in the lonely 
defett between the Don and the Volga, and declared himfelf Peter the Third. Having 
perfuaded them to falute him Emperor, and take the oath of allegiance, ho appointed 
levcral offityrs of ftate. A few liours after this tranfaftion, the commander of the troop 
tmexpefledly arriving, confounded the foldiers by his prefenco, feized the impoftor by 
the hair, 'and with the aflifiance of the afionilhed Cofiacs, bound and conduced him a 
prifoner to Tzaritzin. During his trial the inhabitants, excited by falfe reports of his 
followers,' rofe in his favour, and were jnot without great difficulty difptrfed by the 
commander Colonel Ziplctdf. The Impoftor being conveyed to anluand of the Volga, 
was kndoted to death. > * . ’ ' 

j^hput the fame time a maleftiftor, wjto had been tranfported to Iritutfk, made a 
lifflilar atteihpt', and even gained over an officer whet had a penfioh firom the crown ; 
but his fecret being difeovered, he was alfo put to death. ', 

Temelka Pugatchef narrowly efcaped the fame fate at his firft appearance. This ex- 
ti^orffinhry tn:(rt, fon of the Coflac Ivan Ffjgatchef, ’‘kas'lxjirn at Smioveifk, a village on 
the Don. He was a commdn Coflac in the War a^tnft the King of Pruflia, and iferved 
likewife during the campaign of 1^69 againft the Turks. He was at the fiege of Ben- 
der} and on the furrender of the town, demanded his difpyffion, which being refufed, 
he deferted and fled into Poland : he was there concesyNl by fotneherlnits of ^e Greek 
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religibhj'^nd aftei'^arcls fuppdrted himfelf by begging altns In tbe town of Dubrankai 
Fi-om thence he repaired to the coldmeS in Little' Ruffia, and c<mi:inued 'among the fee- 
taries, who are there eftabliflicd in great nambers -, iHit^pprehenfive of difeoveryi he 
went to the principal fettlenient . of tlKVC'oflacs of the rivet Yaik *, aiid perfuaded fevef^ 
to accoriipany him to Kuban. i 3 eing arrefted.-ai:Maiekof,kafor trc^ifoiuibldconyerfiition, 
he waS font for trial to Cafan j \vhere the indolence of tlie goveror, afid the de||pys in 
bringing him to juftice, gave hio'. an opportunity of cfcaping with a pried , who privately 
furnifiied him with money for intoxicating the cehtinels. He|hcnwent down the Vol. 
ga, and up the river Irghis into the defertj and not long afterwards; appeared under the 
charafler Of Peterj atthe head of 'numerous infurgents. ;The peculiar difcunTftances 
^ which ferved to favour his enterprize were derived from the religious prejudices of the 
Ruflian diflenters, and the mutiny of the Collkcs of the r 5 rai!c. 

I'he Ruflian diffenters, called by the eftabliihed churcli dr 

tinguifli themfelves by the name of or old beUever;8. \ Thcfe teflariek have 

been frequently perfecuted, paiiicularly under Pester li-Avho compelled tbein to pay 
double taxes, and-wear a badge bf diftinaion, Perfecution, however^ oply tended to 
increafe tf^ir numbers ; and they are ftill numerous in Siberia, and among theXidflacs 
ill the government of Orenburgh, where the rebellion of Pugatchef firft broke out. 
They confider the fervice of the eftablilbed church as profane and faerijegipus ; they 
have their own priefts and cer^pnies,;, and Pugatdhef artfully availcdthimfelf of their ' 
religious opinions, which he prbfeued to efpoufe and proteG. j V. v;". 

The mutiny of a large body of Coliacs operated no bfs in favour of Pugatchef.‘ The 
Coflacs of the Yaik, defeended fi;om thofe of the Don, are a valiant race,; enthul^||^ 
for the antient ritual, and prizing thar beards almoft equal to their lives j they a?'e nch 
from their confiderable fifheries of fturgeons j they have alfd acquired a fpirit of inde- 
pendence by being fituated in a defert between the Calmucs and the.Kirghefe, wKdijkbe 
continually at . variance with each other, and often with the Cdiracs tliemfelveSi Durmg 
the war with the Turks in 1 77 1, foriie recruits w'ere required of thefe ColTadlfor a corps 
of huflars ; their beards were ordered to be fhaven; and ’as they oppofed thisdnfrihge- 
iiient of their liberiiesi Major-GeneraHraubcnberg, a Livonian officer, who was Tent at 
the head of a lew foidiers to Yaitlk to quell the ftimult, imprudently commanded the 
recruits to be publicly lhaven in the midft of the town. The inhabitants, irritated liy 
this wanton infult, rofe in arms, wounded feveral officers, mallacred the general and the 
chief of the ColTacs, and brok® into open rebellion. In fpring, General Frevman forced 
Yaitlk, capturc'd feveral ringleaders of the- mutiny, and garrifoned part of ms troops in 
the town. Many of the rebels made their efcape, and retiring into the defert, chiefly 
^reforted to the marlhy grounds about the lake Kamylh«Samaraf where they derived a 
fubflftencc frbiii filhing, and ihooting wild boars, and were fupplied by their relations 
with bread and provilions. By thele means this defperate troop lupported themfelves 
during the fpace of two years, until Pugatchef made h!s appearance among them. 

On his efcape from piifon, Pugatchef went fecretly to Yaitlk about the middle of 
Augufl:, 1773 ; where he gained over a number of followers among the people, who 
were enraged againfl; the garrifon, and had ihewn a Arong difpofltion to revolt„wben a 
report was circulated that -a new Bmperor was coming am^i^ft.them ; a report proba- 
bly occalioned by the firft appearance of Pugatchef in thefe pans. Obtalping, at Yaitlk, 
intelligence of the late mutiny, he followeidi the defeners \ and having, in (^eb^^ 

* In oT^er to extinguiib «U rfmembmsce of thii rebeUios, me river Y«tk le sow called Urd,'- Yaitlk, 
Uralflc, and the Cofface of the Ylii]i, the Uraiian Coflaci. - ’ 


found 



&od I w noisiJ^ 

a large H fiSi^gy Informed t^em l||lt Ii0 ^ 

|»d made oia efcail^ £roii» oHlbn^ ^1^ nerfoiis ftttorned tf> aM^te Idni i he 
added that tfi^ Ntoour of ms^de^ only a fi^lpni invented hy.tjiie opim« and thu 
he nowf threw Mmfelf nnder thdr ^ote^on. 

did not bear the fin^Ueft refemHance to PettHT ; hot founded his hopes of 
gaining beM od the didan<« from, the oh the ignorance of the people, onthqir 
adnaunfhrredtion, and above m, on their atMh*n^t,fo th^r religiona prtyudices. fpvf 
arguments bring neceflatg’ to nro over thffe Coflics, already in allate of rebellion, they 
Wanhninifly (alpted hintB^petor, and Ondred to faerifl<^ thfeir lives in his defence. 
With thefe, «md othwhodiea of fScif^s, whom he found cqnally inclined to follow his 
fiandard, he made his nrft eapeditidn to the new Pol|{i(h colonies Iftelyeftabliflied on the 
river I^nw t where he gave no proof of his fubfequent barbarity,, dripoiling the inhabi- 
tant^ Ot inking \)»t arpvs and horfes. He then prefented himtelf before aitfle ; and 
after fnmmoning»the governor to furrettder, gave orders for an hnrtjcdate 

^SSult - '' ^n$ repnlied by the intrepidity of the gafrifon, he blockaded the place with 
n view redorin^ ft by famine ; but his attempt was iruflrated*by the refolution of the 
goveynw )Sl,endf<](orf, a»id the incredible perfeverance of thegarrifon, who rcfuleU to ca- 
pitttWe* although they were fo far ftreightened for want of proviflons, as not only to 
eat thrir hor^s, but evm to fcod «|:^a leather.* This obftinate refillance protraded the 
Cege nnt^ Yaiti^was teheved, 

Fugaldhef, baffled in this enterprise, was more fuccefsful in his future operations : 
he led’ his followers ag^ft thejCoflac,, colonics of llcts, aflaulted and carried, without 
the fbrtreflos of Rajypnaya and Ofemaya, attacked Tatifeheva, where he 
met with greater refiftancej but as the forfifications were only of wood, he fet fire to 
them, and forced thtplice. body of troops lent againll; him from Orenbuig, under 
Co^el Bulof, pdruy through w^wmefs, and paitly through milcondud, was over- 
powered. Another cotps, who m order tp join the former, marched from Simbirlk up 
the Samara, under rite command of Colonel Tchernichef, arrived too late. Deceived 
by parties of PugatdhePs foUiijFers, they were drawn into the driil<!a n^ar Tchcrnoiet- 
,chftiflc, and fo fuddenly befet, tliat they were inchpable of making refiftance. In all 
thefe adions, the oflicers who ft II imb Pugatcbcf*s hands, were indifcriminately mai- 
facred } and the common foldiers were either made prifopers, or joined the rebels. His 
army being confiderably au^ented by thefe fucceflea, he ventured to befiege Oren- 
burg, where the governor had not force fulHdient to defen'd the fortifications ( and the 
town would* have been inevitably taken, had npt the g^iifon of hi^raliaagorlk thrown 
themfelves into the place by forcing theft way through the beflbgers. 

The report of Pugatbhef ’s progrefs bring difleininat|^, the Bafohkira* a people un- 
fettled under t|)e Rvflian government, decided for the impOlW, aha j^^d mm in large 
bodies : their example was foUpwed by many Itt^fflancMomSSf pU^cularly by the pea- 
fadts etnplpyed in the mines ano founderie| pf ’the Vralian rnoutninmi Thefe forces 
he either epilddyed In the fiege' of Orep^bu^ before which pwn l^e^i^ent part of the 
winter ih a^s cu,tyantonnefs, ^tokgnhefs, api^ crueli;^ j^font them to collet money 
<Vom thi fopnderies, and to can copper gunlli, and ba]|ih . t'his winter he’ received a 
powerful reinforcement by,||ie jundtion of hteven .thdufand Calmnc horfe from the 
neighbourhood I'of Stauropol, who revolted and kilfod eommander, Bi^gadii^r Veg- 
heaak. Strengthened by thefe acceffl9%^yrppparpved over the whple mountainous 
•dtftriacif Ortmimrgihyfwherehnfytthe maii(o4«bf tlpha ntade tlfo<l«ift refiftance. 

♦ i i. ) * 

* a 

*5t tat iHooidrit»iaiK)UB«l in capper iniiHn* 

I ^Hc 



COXE*fi tiRAVELS m Rt^SSIA. . 8ol 

He even a4yanclnj» ftfrCatharinenburgh, where he would have found copper coin 
to the value of 3c6,oooi. ; but a*deIay> occ;\fioned by a falfe report that a fuperior force 
' ^srchirig againll him, fortufiijtely afforded time to coiled the i’oldiers ftationed on 
the Siberian frontiers, and cover the placd ' ‘ v 

The people were fo greatly attached to the caufe of Pugitchef, that Ije never wanted 
provifions or forage. Colonel Michaelfpn, to whofe fpirit and adjvhy the defeat of 
Pugitchcf was principally owing;' fuddenly entering a large viHage at the he?Al of his 
corps, the inhabitants taking him for the impoftor, flocked about his Ibindard, and ex- 
claimed, “ We have long expeded Your Majefty’s prefence as that of a god * !'* The 
Colonel obferved before each houfo a table fpfead with bread, milk,: honey, !tnd other 
provifions, for the purpofe of regaling the followers of Pugatchef, which were unwil- 
lingly refigned to the imperial troops. 

At firft Pugatclicf affeded the appearance of uncommon fandity ; he frequently wore 
the epifcopal drels, gave benedidions to the people, renounced all ambitious views for 
hlmfeif, and expreffed a refolution that, as foonashe had raifed his foti the Great Duke 
to the throne, he would again retire into the mohaftery, in which he had found an afy- 
luni. He was alfo adive and enterprizing, eager to fignalize his arms, and ready to 
feize every advantage which the fituation of the enemy prel'ented; but incapable of fup- 
porting with equanimity his rapid fucceffes, he began to conflder all further diflimula- 
tion as unneceffary ; and his natural* temper broke out into the molt unwarrantable 
exceffes. He inaffacred, with the molt favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles who 
were brought before him : and openly avowing an intention of exterminating thoiwhole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. His cOrdud was as imprudent as it 
was barbarous. Though.alreqdy married to Sophia, the daughter of a Goflac, by Whom 
he had three children, he efppufed a common woman of Yaitlk, delayed his march 
againft the enemy for the celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited continued feenes of 
intoxication and riot. * 

He was fupported by no perfons of rank or confequence ; but, to impofe upon his 
army, fome of his moll confidential adherents affumed the names of the principal 
Ruffian nobles, and wore the ordcKS of knighthood. By a fignal to his attendants, he 
ordered all the German officers who were brought into his prefence, to be maffacreil, 
in order to prevent his ignorance of their language from being obferved by his fol- 
lowers. 

During thefe tranfadions, General Bibikof, advancing at the head of 'a very con- 
fiderable army, detached his Major-General, Prince Peter Gali^zin, againft the rebels, 
who furprifed Pugatchef with his whole force near 'l atifcheva, and worfted him for the 
firft timet- He was clofely purfued and overtaken by Prince Galitzin near Kargula, 
upon the river Saktnara, about the diftance of twelve miles from Orenburgh ; he was 
completely routed, his troops were difperfed, and he himfelf, with a few followers, 
narrowly efcaped into the Uralian mountains. Nbtwithftanding this difcoinfitiire, lie 
CoUeded his fcattereS men, and foon re-appeared with a formidable force on the eaft 
fide of the mountains. He carried feveral Tmali fortreffes, and burnt 'i'roitzk ; Jbut 
being attacked by Lieutenant-General de Cohn, was obliged to rCireat a l<,:copd nine 
into the mountiillp& * 

• This snecdott t , had from ColdpcI Micitariron liimfelf. 

+ This fiift defeat of Pugatchef 'himfelf in perfon happened on the 2-3d of March, but on the 22 d, Colo- 
nelMichatUoinVwith only..onc thoiifand troops and fix cannaii, had routed his genctal, who called himleff 
Colonel Tchernic'hef, at the |ieadof jBxtecn thoufand men. md took forty-two cannon and eight moitars^ 
Pugatchef offered a reward of 100,000 r^tiblet for the head of Colonel Michaelfon. 

voi..vi. . SK Rendered 
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Rendered defperate by thefe repeated defeats, and de^rous of again fignalizirig fils 
arms by fome brilliant exploit, he fuddenly direfted liis march towards Cafan, com- 
mitting in his progrefs the moft dreadful devallations. Having burnt the fuburbs, he 
laid fiege to the citadel, whithe! Major-General Paul Potemkin the Governor, and all 
his' attendants, ‘had retired.* Forced to raife the fiege, by the approach of Colonel 
Michaelibn, at th« head of only twelve hundred troops, ho vvas routed near Cafan, 
after fevbrril obflinate Engagements, which continued with little interruption during 
three days. In thefe engagements fix thoufand were taken prifoners, and fo many 
killed, that the peafants employed fix days in burj'ing the dea^ ; and Pugatchef, ac- 
companied by only three hundred well-armed Cofliics of Yaitfk, who were the mofl def- 
perate rebels, fled acrofs the Volga. But he was afterwards joined by large bodies of 
Cofliics and Balhkirs ; while ill-armed peafants flocked to his ftandard from confidora- 
ble dillanccs. In this manner the impoftor feemed to gain flrciigth from his lofles; 
and derived iuch delufive hopes from the number of his troops, which occalionally 
amounted to leventy thoufand men, that he even formed the refolution of proceeding to 
Mofeow, where one of his eniifliiries hkd railed a fpirit of fedition aino«g the common 
people. But apprelienfive, left, as peace was concluded with the Turks, part of the 
army on the Danube might be employed againil him, he changed his plan of opera- 
tions. . , 

He marched down the Volga, routed at Dubofka a party under the command of 
Baron Dies, ftonned Penfa and Saratof, where the Governor efcaped only with fifty 
foldiei^, obtained poffelTiop of Demitreflk by treachery, and executed the cotnmamler. 
Near (hat fortrefs, the aftronomer Lowitz, who was employed in levelling the projcdled 
canal between the Don and Volga, was murdered in a moft inhuman mimner. In this 
inftance, infult was added fo cruelty ; being informed that he was an aftronomer, Pu- 
rfgatchef wantonly ordered him to be transfixed upon pikes, and raifed in the air, that he 
might be nearer the ftars ; and in that fituation ordered him to be maflacred. 

But the enormities of this monfter were foon clofed by a fate which he had long de- 
ferved. I'he court, no longer embarraffed with a Turkifh war, was able to turn its 
W'hole attention towards crufliing this diftant rebellion ; and Count Peter Panin, who 
hid diftinguifhed himfelf by the capture of Bender, was fent againft the impoftor. 
Panin, moviijg towards the Volga, detached feveral troops to the afliftance of Colonel 
IMichaelfon, who compelled Pugatchef to raife the fiege of Tzaritzin, drove him towards 
Tchernoyarfk, cut off his provifions, and finally attacked him unawares as he was march- 
ing with Ins haflf-ftarved multitude, embarraffed with afiarge train of loaded carriages 
and women. The rebel army, furprized in a defile between two ridges of mountains, 
v.hich run towards the Volga, was entirely routed; many were cut to pieces ; more, 
endeavouring to efcape, were forced down the fteep precipices with their horfes and 
carriages, and the greater part of the remainfler furrendered at diferetion. Pugatchef, 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, with a few of his principal followers, by 
fwimming acrofs the Volga, and retired through the defert towards the river Ufem, 
where he began his expedition. Here he was gradually deferted by his followers, who 
were worn out with’mil'ery and hunger, and was at laft betrajed by thofe in whom he 
placed the greateft confidence. Tvogorof, a Coffac of Iletz, and Xchumakef and 
Fiduief, Coffacs oi Yaltflc, were induced by the promife of a pardon to betray him,. 
One of them reprefented to the impoftor, that furrounded as he was by the enemy, he 
could entertain no hopes of fafety ; and he advifed him to refign himfeif^to the hands 
, of the Ruffians, on condition of pardifi, Pugatchef, enraged at this prop&fal, drew his: 
dagger, and attempted to ftab the author of fdch daftardly advice ; but his companions 

inftaatly 
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inftantly dlfarmed, bound, and conduced him prifoner to a corps of troops polled on 
the river Yaik, under the command of General Suvarof *. He was conveyed to 

Yaitik, 

♦ This was the celebrated General, who has (incc been fo juftly dlfth-^uifhed fi.M- In’s jniljtary exploits. 

Alexander Vaflilicvitch Suvarof, defeended from a Swedifh family ennohUd in Riifiia, was boni in 17 30, 
and at the age of twelve enrolled in the Rufllan army. He made his fir!!; campaign againll thj Prnriians 
in 1759; became brigadier in 1768, and iirft dilHngniihcd himiclf ns a general ai^niidl the confcdcuvit'a In 
Poland, in I77i> when he obtained the order of St. Alexander Nev/Iei for his military fcrvici;i. 

He afterwards fignalizcj^ himfelf on various occalion&, too numerous to he repeated, and clofed his 
milihny career by his afVoniniing campaign againil the French in Italy, and liis no lei's alloniniing reUtat. 
over the Alps of Switzerland. 

St^veral accounts of his life and charader have been already given to the public ; and I am happy to Iiave 
it in my power to add fomc authentic anecdote* of his difgracc and death. 

After the unfortunate battle of Zuric, Suvajufwas feizedwith a dangcrtfiis illnefs, probably occafioned 
by the violent fatigue he had undergone in his paflage through Switzerland The news of hi> iriilii’polaion 
Jiad no fooncr rejiched Peterfburgh, than a phyfician (Dr. Vifcliart) was difpatched to attend him ; otders 
for his return were at the fame time forwarded; and it was fignificd to him, that apartments were prepared 
in the ])alacc for his'rcception, and that he was to receive the fame honours as the imperial family. 

Suvarof, fu fpeding the intention of the Emperor to fecedc from the alliance, pleaded ill-hcalth to remain 
at his pod, and reprcfciited, in ttrong terms, the necefTity of an immediate rc-inforcement. Thefc repre- 
fcntatlons ill accorded with the views of Paul, who had conceived a violent difgnfl againft the Ilouft* of 
Aullria. Oulers being again difpatched to Suvarof to return, he repealed liis renionftraHCCs ; bur af length 
commuiccd bis march, moving by flow flages, and fixed his winter, quarters in Bdhemia. At lall a courier 
from St, Peterflnirgh arrived with pofitive commands to return to Ruffin without delay ; and acquainted 
him, in terms llroiigly marking the high difplcafurc of the fovereign, that the apartments dcllinccl for Idm 
In the palace were already dlfpofcd of, and that his prefcncc was not neceffary in the cajjital. 

From this moment his intellects were fenlibly affeelcd. Notwiihllanaing the eiTorts of Iiis phyfician, lie 
pcrfifled in travelling incefi’antly ; and on the days in which his fever intermitted, underwent fuch fiitiguc 
as thole in heahh could not bear vi ithout inconvenience. 

At Itiigtli reaching Peter/lnirgh, he was obliged to take refuge in a fmall houfe lltuated in an ohfeure 
quarter of the town, and belonging to a dilhmt relation, of the name of Quallof. On the niglit of iii^ 
arrival, accoidlng to the inrormation of a peifon who faw him, his appearauce was liumlllating and af- 
feding ; he was wan and emaciated, more Tefembliiig a corpfe than an animated being ; Ids intellcds vveic 
diforcleicd, but Ids underllanding returned at intervals, and he occafioiially recollected, and Ipokc alfec- 
tionately to many of tliofe wlio were prefent. 

The nudicines which were admitdflerctf, and the repofe wliich he enjoyed after In's fat igidug journey, 
redoved lii'i facultii.o, and he gave a proof of the fingularity of his difpofuion, and the indt'}jcndi*nce of'his 
fpirit, by the ir.aunei in wlu'ch he received a raelfage from the Emperor Paul who two days after his arrival, 
lent bis favourite and prii-ne-nilidlleT, Count Rallofsin, {wiu> had been form-rly a fubalicia in liis regi. 
meni) to inquire after liis beahh. He alFe\';tcd to dilbelicvc that Kaflofid.. wao pi irntMTiinllU r, bLcaufc lie 
appeared in the new military ceniuue, and when Ids qualit} was repeatedly di’clar d, at Itngtli picttnded 
to apologize, and laid he had niillaken him from 'his jack-boots for an oilicer of i 4 k police. In the 
couvfe of the converfation, he fuddenly apollropldftd the minillcr by his cliridinu name, and laid, finely 
you were an under oflker in my regiment. Rallofsin replying in the aiilnviative, .Suvarof cxcLiiined, 
** happy Ruffin ! whofe minillers aa* 4 raw’n from every ilatiou. In oilier countiies, indeed, the cinploy- 
meiits of Hare art f iled by ihofc who liavc been bred up in the details ofoifiee, and grown gity in the fer- 
vice< But Rulfia Is above tbefe antiquated prejudices!*' 

A perfon who vifited^him two days before bis death, found him totally childilb ; be .'ininlVd himfelf 
with giving avvay cilates which he did not poifefs, as well as in making imaginary gilts Periian hoiTcs, 
and rich furfii which t hole to wlioni he dillributed his largclTes prclciidcJ to receive wiili |;ieat acknow- 
ledgments of Ids liberality. -• 

In this melancholy Hale, be continued till the hour of bis death, which happened on the iSih of May. 
His body was laid^in Hate In tlje houfe where he died, and the room was fo final] us jearcely to admit fufi- 
Ikient fpacc for the canopy, and for the nunicio-us cufluous on wliicii his ibnerciit oidcisuf knighthood 
were placed. All ranks of people crowded to vifit his remains, and the uitlnd^llfc aLtachment of the 
Ruffians to their general was as great at this period, as in the midll of his vidorioCis carcv.;*, uotwithftand- 
ing the difapptobation of the fovereign. 

The indignation of the Emperor, which had been lirfi| excited by his bitter farcafms againfi the new 
military fyftcm, and his delays in marching back Ids troops, was inctcaicd In his treatment of Kallolsfm^ 
and furviyed his deccafe. llie funeval of Suvarof completed Ids lingular and unmerited difgracc : after 

5 K 2 having 



; 3 i^aitlk, aiid delivered to Count Pamni whiv , 

nfllxiatc^ to Mofcpw ;. udiere he arriv§d in'm^ month oi Novomlhfar"i774. hia 
iii^unation, lie acknowledged all^ the drcumftanccs of his HnijpttOrey ;tod was 
hehcaded in the city of Mofcow, on the_ 21ft of January »; : ; .i;Iis^^l^^ quartered, 

and expofed in'different places. 

Notliin^ can pkcethe humanity of theEmpn^fs in a ftrongef light, than that, at the 
conclufion of a rebellion which almoft (hook her throne, the impOftpr Pugatchef was 
not put to the torture * j and that oiily he and four of his principal confederates fuf- 
fered death. • 


Chap. XVI, — Dejeriptim of the KnooU— Penal Laws of Ruffid^^AhoUtion of capital 
Puntflments by th^ Emfl of Elizabeth. — Remarks on that Ediil. —- Abolition of Torture 
by the prefent Emprefs.—Her Majejiy's Anfwers to the Authors Queries on Prifons.—^ 
Outlines of the stew Regulations. — Thf ir Excellence and beneficial Tendency. 

ONE morning, as I ftrolled through the ftreets of Peterlburgh, near the market* 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on inquiring the caufe of this concourfe 
was informed, that the multitude was afferabled to fee a felon, who had been convided 
of murder", receive the knoot. ‘Although I naturally fliuddered at the idea of being a 
fpedator of the agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity overcame my feelings. I pe* 
netrated through the crow'd, and afeended the roof of a wooden houfe ; from whence I 
had a didind view of the. dreadful operation. The executioner held in his hand the 
knoot t ; this inftrument is a hard thong, about the thicknefs of a crown-piece, and 

three 


having been honoured by every diftmftion a fovereign could bcflow, after being prayed for in the chapel 
of jthe court, together with the imperial family, after being made a prince of the empire, and generaliffimo 
of all th^ forcea, a rank equal to that pofltfled by the Emperor himfelf, and after having conduced a 
butlliant and vidorious campaign, he was buried without common military honours. A few foldiers from 
a marching regiment attended the proceffion inftead of the battalions of guards, no artlilery was allowed 
excepting lome fmall pieces of cannon, which feemed to burlefqne inlleaJ of adding dignity to the ceremony, 
and even the caparifoned horfe was forbidden to be led. The populace felt and displayed their indignation 
at this infnliiiig and ftudied difrcJpe(5t : but the vigilance of the police obliged them to murmur in fecret ; 
and in u (hort timf all feemed to have been forgotten, excepting by thofc who were able to appreciate the 
merit of Suvarof 

Therefentmcnt of the Emperor did not confine tlfclf to the remains of the decea fed hero, but extended 
to his family. His Ion, who, In coniidcraiion of his father’s fervjces» had been fiiddcnly railed to the rank 
of major-general, was totally deprived of his military characler, aift reduced to the poll of chathberh^^ 
which he held before his elevation, and his marriage with the daughter of the Duke'Sf Courlahd was 
broken ofFj by the interference of the court. 

It appears from recent accounts, that the Emperor Alexandcr has attempted t6 conkpenfate for the Deg‘- 
lc£t of Paul, by crediiig the ilatuc of Suvarof in the imperial garden at Peterlburgh. 

* When I ViTited the prifon of Mofeow, 1 faw fevcral horrid InftrtinientB, which had been made to 
torture Pugatchef, but which, by the Emprefs^s pofitivc ofdcrs> were not ufed, L’-Everque, who is feU 
dom millakcn, is therefare wrong, in alRrting that he was racked to death. ** Ji da fup^iaf de la 
roue*\. Vol'V. p. 143. ■ v, ■■■ ■ 

f Yhc following are the cxa<Sl dimenfwns and weight . ofe^P'qot, which 1 procured iu kui& 
which is now in my p/IlTcffion. . . 

Length of the thong 2 feet ; breadth of the top | of bottom |.<~--Thii^ef8 

©f the platted whip ? feet. Gircumfercnc^of ditto 2| inches^Diameter pf therin^ t inch and 
Length of t he leather fprmg i inch and {, -^Length of the handle i foot % I inchf S^^Iiength of the whole 
I feet 5 inches and J.— Weight 1 1 ounces. 

li Th< 
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^n^ti^a to SI thick j)y ted whip, which is cdimeaed, 
of ah iton ring, iwith a fiisall piece of leather faftened to a fliort wooden 
."handfe/: . 

1 he esfecotioner, before every ilroke, receded, and at tl^e fame time drew back the 
hand which held the knoot j then, bounding forwards, he ftruck the flat ehd of the thohg 
on the naked hack ot the criminal in a perpendicular line, reaching fik or fevei) inches 
from the collar towards the waift. ■ He began with the right.fhoulder, and continued 
his ftrokos parallel to each other quite to the left Ihoulder; nor ceafed till he had in- 
flicted three hundred and thirty-three lafltes, the number preferibed by the feiitencc. 
At the coiiclufion of this terrible operation, the noflrils of the criminal w^re tom' with 
pincers, his face was marked with a hot iron, and he was re-'conducled to prifon, in 
order to be tranfported to the mines of Nerfhinfk in Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroneoufly deferibed the punifliment of the knoot, I have 
been thus particular in relating what fell under obfervation; and I ihall take this oppor- 
tunity of making a few remarks on the penal laws qf Ruflia. 

By the anrienf (latutes, felons, as well as traitors, were publicly executed ; but by an 
edift of Llizabeth, corporal penalties were, except in fome cafes of high treafon, fubfti- 
tuted in the room ‘of capital fentences ; a circumltance peculiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to the prefent penal laws^oflenders are pimifhed in the following manner. 
Perfons convided of high treafon are either beheaded or imprifoned for life. Felons, 
after receiving the knoot, having their noflrils torn and their faces marked, are con- 
demned for life to work in the mines of Nerfhinfk. Petty oflr"nders are either whipped *, 
tranfported into Siberia as colonifls, or fentenced to hard labour for a flated period. 
Among the colonifls are included peafants, who may be arbitrarily configned by'their 
maflers to baniffiinent f. 

All ttiefe perfons are tranfported in fpring and autumn from different parts of the 
Rufiian dominions. They travel partly by water and partly by land, are chained in 
pairs, and faftened to a Icng rope. When the whole troop arrives at Tobollk, the 
governor affigns the coloniils, who^arc verfedin handicraft trades, to different maflers 
in the tow'n •, others he difpofes as vafl'als in the neighbouring country. The remaii\- 
der of the coloniils proceed m Irkiufk, where they are diftrlbuted by the governor in 
the fivme manner. The felons are then conveyed to the diflrift of Nerfhinfk, where 
they are condemned to, work in the fiiver mines, or at the different forges. 

'iravellers, who vifited Ruffia before the reign of Llizabeth, uniformlv concurred in 
relating the various modes of public executions, and in reprobating the feverity of the 
criminal laws. But though we may join w'ith every friend to humanity in rejoicing that 
many of thefe dreadful punifhments no longer exift; yet we cannot affent to the high 
i^coinliums paffed on the fuperior excellence of the penal code fmee the edift of Eli- 
zabeth, which is fuppofed to have totally annulled capital condciniiatious. 

From this fuppreflkin of capital punifliment in all inftances excepting treafon, Eliza- 
beth been reprefented,, not only by the lively Voltaire, but even by the fagacious 


Th^ reader w>U of the great force which the fkilful executioner can give to this iuRriiiinent, 
when Jnformedfi-thst 'i^e' receives a private order, he can difpatch the crimioai by^ftriking him two,;Or 


three blows upon the ribs. 

f There are th^ inftrtuhentg for whipping in Ruffia: the knoot, the katze, and the plett, both of 
which latter are aTtind of cat-o'-inne-tails. » 


t nafitn are mijpolaered m ihiffiA thu pul^ only affi|^ing the offence. 


Black- 



8o6 


COXE*S TRAVELS XN RUSSIA. 

Blackftone *, as a pattern of legiflative clemency. Though the infliftlon of death for 
offences, which ought not to be capital, is too frequent in many countries; yet Eliza, 
bcth’s modification of the criminal Jaws is perhaps no lefs exceptionable, in point of 
policy and expedience, than illdfive in regard to its fuppofed lenity. 

For flKJuld we even erroheoufl'y imagine, with Ibme authors, that the edi£b has been 
literally obeyed, and tiiat, during the fpace of forty years, not one criminal fuffered death 
throughout the valt empire of Ruflla; furcly this lenity to the moft atrocious criuKS 
inufl be confidered as extremely injurious to fociety. As. a denunciation of death is, 
to the generality of mankind, the inofl formidable prevention pf crimes, the removal 

^ Voltaiie thus cxprcfTcs liimfdf upon this edic^. “ U Imph'atricc UTi%ahth a achevt\ par la cicmcnce, 
Vouvra^^e que fon pern comm me a par ks hlx. Crtlc Indulgence a vte mhne pouffee a un pmnt-t dont il ny a point 
d*i'xemp!e dans I*ljlj:oir: d^aucun pcup'c. EUc a prcmisy que pendant Jon ^egne. pcrjmne tie /emit puni de morty 
a tenu fa prome/fc. Kile ejl la premlire Jmvemitw qui ait aiti/i rc/pclh': la vie des hommes. Lcs nuillaitturs out 
etc' j.-'nd:nmK> aiix inincfi aux travaux publics : U’urs ciuuinien:* iont dcvtniuj utiles al’etat ; iiiilitiitiou nor* 
inouv.; laiTc* rnjc hiimaiiic’. Partoiit ailleiirs on nc fait que* tucr un criminal, avee apparcil, fans avoir jamais 
einpr d'.c Ic8 Cl inics. La tenvur dc la rnovt fait moins dh’mprefflon pciit ctre fardes weehants pour la plo- 
paiL faintiaiUs, que la crainte d’liii chatiment 5 c d*un travail pcniblc qui renaiflent tons Ics jours,’’ iliit. dc 
Knfiid, ]>. 120 

Sir William Blackilonc makes tim following^ rcniaik upon the fame prohlhition. 

“ Was the vail territory of all the vvorfe rcirulrupti undrr the late Emprefs Eli/abeth. than unJer 

})er more languinary yiredecelforH ? I m'i mjw, under Caihariuc 11 kfs civili/ed, lefs focial, lefs Ircurc? 
And yet •we arc ajfureif that neither nf thefe illujlrhus PriiiceJJes have, throughout their •whole adminijiration, in- 
jUdc.l the peuahy of daiih \ and llic latter liar, upon full perfualion of its being ufelef;, nay, »'Vf ri pcrni- 
cioir*, givtu Older? for alojhirg it throughout tier eKlcnfivc dominions. ” Commenlaries, vol. iv, 

J). JO. 

And lately L’EvtTqiK^ Lea pfrnnds crimes out commence adevenir plus rates foils cc icgncj ouperfomie 
n\i etf pinilde i.?.??*/,” Idid. de Ruilh, tom, v. p 92. 

Voltaire afTs^^no as the grounds of iiis encomium on Elizabclh’s fiipprclTion of capital puniflimcnt, two 
rertfons : j. The ^ ‘rinanent cliaflifeincnt ivhicli entails on the offender a long continuance of hardfhips and 
inifery, has a grea :e oiTcA on the multitude, than the fummary pangs of death. 2. The prcfervaiion of 
111 sic factors ir. fubU'; dent hj public emolument, t. On the firll reafon I lliall briefly remark, that the honor 
of difrohuion lias been repeatedly obferved iu the generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any other 
tenors; and if we could djvife a punijlimcnt more terrible than death, this new punifliment, in order to 
work its fclTta upon vulgar minds, ought to be inflicted withm the reach of vulgar obfervation, and nor in 
the rrrnoie regi.m of iSiberia. For can \vg fuppofe that the low-cr dafs of mankind, who ase governed by 
their renfe3, receive any llvong imprciilou from the cufual report of fufferings endured at a great diilance ? 
'7,. Voltaire’s ieuond reafon for his appltjufe of Jdizabclh’s edicl, namely, the profit v/liich the community 
d**rivcs from t!*e laboni* of a maleiav^or whofe life is fpared, will liardly be allowed to hold good in legard 
to murden r- ; for if capitid punilhmentvS be really the moil cflicacious prevention of crimes, they will 
ut< tfiarily !orm*a llionger bulwark round the lives of orderly citizens than any other penalties. The le- 
giflator, iliereftu c, who fubverts tliis fecurily with a view to the emolument of the Hale, adually revives the 
old bcu’b.irvius ol weighing the life of man in a fcaleagaiuH pecuniary advantage, with this mat erial 

difference, liow-ver, in favour of that barbarous cuftom, that the latter afligned the price of blood to the 
itl.i:ion.s of the perfon whofe blood had bcenfhed, and who had a more immediate claim, than the commu- 
Xiity at large, on any eompcnraticm made by the offender. 

Judge iJiku kdor.c imima!cs his doubts concerning the fuperior efficacy of capital punifliments over other 
pt nidtics in the lhape of a query, W’as the vafl territory, 5 (.c. Ent no reader can perhaps anfwer this 
qucllion in the negative ; nor could the fagacious author liimfelf anfwer it in the affirmative. For can it 
be'hyecilively dotenuiued, except by a collcftion and comparlfon, during a long ferie.s of years, of felonies 
refpcftively committed under tlie two different modes of jurifprudence ? and judge Blackflonc does not pre- 
terid to have formed ‘his theory on tliis gmnnd. Eat after all, this reafoTiing fuppofes a fadf which in re- 
ality does not cxill, that no criminal has fulfeicd capitally fince the accciiion of Elizabeth 4 the fallacy of 
which alferiionis, Ljflaltcr myfelf, abundantly proved in the text. " 

I entered Ruflia uilly prejudiced in favour of the notion, that no perfons V'ere ever puniflied with deatli. 

1 was firlt undeceived by a foreign gentleman, to whom 1 addrefled the queflion, Whether tlii!Ve were any 
capital.c.x editions in Ruffia ? “ Malefador^ indeed,’* he returned, •• are not beheaded or hanged ; but 
til c apt uufrcqucutly kuooted to death.” • 

■ q of 
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of this falutary terror withdraws a material fafcguard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and diminilhes that fecurity which they have a right to claim from the 
protection of the laws. • 

The moft benevolent perfon will probably entertain nb extraordinary veneration for 
this boafted abolition of capital punifliment, when he refleftS, that though the criminal 
laws of Ruflia do not literally fentence malcfaftors to death, they ftill confign many to 
that doom through the medium of puniftiments in fome circuniftances, ahnoft affiiredly, 
if not profeffedly, fatal, which mock with the hopes of life, but in reality protract the 
horrors of death, and embitter with delay an event which reafon and humanity wifh to 
be inftantaneous. For when we confider that many felons expire under the infUftion, 
or from the confequcnces of the knoot ; that feveral are exhaufted by the fatigue of 
the long journey to Nerfhinfk *, and that the forlorn remnant perifli prematurely from 
the unw'holefomenel's of the mines, it will be difficult to view the doom of thefe unhappy 
outcafls in any other light than that of a lingering execution. In effefl, fince the pro- 
mulgation of the edi»3:, a year has never paffed in which many atrocious criminals, though 
legally condemned to other penalties, have not luffercd death. A*nd indeed, upon a 
general calculation, perhaps it will be found, that notwithftanding the apparent mildnefs 
of the penal code; not fewer malcfaflors futter death in Ruilia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of punilhment is appointed by the laws. It is therefore evident, 
that capital penalties are virtually retained, although the chief utility rcl’ulling from the 
terror of death is confiderably diminifhed. 

T he panegyrifts of Elizabeth would have entertained fomc doubts concerning her 
boafted clemency, had they rccolleftcd that (lie fhll ictaineJ a horrid procefs for the 
purpofe of extorting confeffion from perlbns charged with treafonable dcfigris. The 
arms of the fufpefted perfon being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up to a con- 
ftdcrable height ; from whence, being fuddeniy precipitated and fuddcnly checked, the 
violence of the concuffion diflocated his llioulders, and in that deplorable fttuation he 
underwent the knoot. To this dreadful engine of barbarity and dclpotifiu, Elizabeth 
gave unlimited fcope : during her whole reign it was applied even at the diferetion of 
inferior and ignorant maglftrates, and was not aboiilhed until tlie accellion of Catharine, 
who has prohibited the ufe of torture. 

Although the fovereign is abfolutc in the moft uiiliihitod fenfc of the word ; yet the 
prejudice of the Ruffians in regard to the ncceflity of torture (and a wife legiCalor will 
always refpccl popular prejudices, however abrunl,) was fo deeply rooted by irainemo- 
rial ufage, that it required great circumfpcclioa not to raife dil'coiuems by*an immediate 
abolition of that inhuman praftice. Accordingly, the cautious manner in which it was 
gradually fupprefled, difeovered as much judgment as benevolence. In J762, Catha- 
rine took away the power of infiiding torture from the vayvodes, or inferior juftices, 
by W'hom it had been ihamefully abufed.' In 1767, a fecrct order was iffued to the 
judges, that whenever they ffiould think torture necelTary to Ibrcc confeflion, they 
ffiould lay the general articles of the charge before the governor of the province for his 
confideration ; and all the governors had received previous direflions to dctermine.die 
cafe according to the principles laid down in the third j queftion of the tentli chapter of 
inftrudions for a code of laws; wherein torture is proved fo be rib lefs uleleis than 
cruel. This, therefore, was a tacit ajjplition of torture, which has been fmee formally 

^ Four ilioiifand ftven hundred and fevt nty-fix miles from Pcterfbiirgh. 

f III La qucjlwn tie hkjfe-i-ellc pae la jujiue^ e^corJuit^els au luf, See Ififtructions dc 

Catharine IL, p. 5^5* 

and 
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and publicly annulled. The prohibitipn of this horrid fpec^ bfjudicatnre thrpighoui 
the RufliaJi empire, forms a memorable acra in the annala bfliamaiiity, 

At Mofcow and Petcrfburgh fvifited theprifons, of which I haye given a^ account 
in a former publication*. In,ihis place I lhall only remarlriri general, that the Em- 
prefs, informed of my refearches in relation to prifons, with a cbndefcenfion peculiar to 
her charafter, ’permitted me to deliver to Count Ivan Tchernichef, vice-prefident of the 
admiralty, a lift ’of queries, onfomeof which I received information, by Her orders, 
from her beft-informed governor^t. and others Ibe even condefcended to anfwer her* 
felf. Her anfwers I fliall here fubjoin, with a full conviftion, that obfervationsT even 
of lefs moment would be rendered acceptable by the authonty of fo dillinguilhed a 
character. ■ 

Queries upon the Ruflian prifons, deliver- Anfwers dilated by the Emprefs to her 

cd to the Emprefs. fecretary, and fent to the author. 

1. Is there any general plan for the con- “ i. There has been hitherto no geite- 

JiruSlion of prifom *and their interior'dijlri- ral plan for the conftrtrdion of prifons, 
button? and are they tfually fiiuated in the nor rules for their diftribution and fitua- 
fuburbst and near the running vjater? tion. 

» 2. What precautions are taken, in order ‘‘ 2. There is no more regulation for 

• to keep the prifons clean, and to prevent epi- the cleanlinefs of the prifons, than for 
dsfmcal difiempers ? their conftruftion and fituation. By an 

j abufe favourable tO the prifoners, they 

are in many places permitted to go to the 
baths. It is probable that the cold alone 
prevents epidemical diforders. 

3. Is there a feparaie infirmary for the “ 3. Not every where. 
fick? 

4. Arc petty offenders kept apart from the “ 4. Although it is preferibed by the 

felons, and are the felons alfo feparated from ancient laws that a felon, fentenced to 
eachifther? death, ftiall be kept in a feparate room, 

called the chamber of repentance, never- 
thelefs, there are no where chambers of 
that defeription. 

5. Are the prifoners permitted to pur- “ 5. Every fpecies of food is fold in the 

chafcfpirituotis liquors, and do the jailors fell prifons, but the jailor pannot fell fpiritu- 
them ? ous liquors, and that for two reafons : 

Firft, becaufe fpirituous liquors can only 
be fold by thofe who farm the right of 
*■ vending them from the prown. Second- 
ly, which Is very extraordinary, there are 
no jailors J to any of the prifons, although 
the lavvs niake mention of them. 

Are female criminals put in irom? ** 6. The laws are filent upon this 

• . head. Bp that whenever this cuftom is 

prjaiftifed, It muft be reckoned among thofe 

Account of the prifoni and hofpitaI»i^^u^» Sweden, and Dennriarlc. 

I have made ufe of thefe fapert in tKfe ueaUfe mVatioaed in Uic lafl ndte. 

The Drifoneit are guarded by foldiera. / ^ ‘ / 

mniimmble 
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. innumerable abules which ought to be 
aboliflied*. 

7. h the fate of criminals Hbndcmncd to “,7. Cnmiuals coiulciniicd to public 

hard labour ever mitigated in cafe of reform- labour afo tranf]:>orted : for murder they 
ation? Do they wear any badge ofymfamy^ arc branded ‘hi the I'acc with a hot iron, 
and is it taken away upon goofl bchavioiir /' &f. ; Ibme arc chained^ others have tlicir 

noilrils torn, and, unlcfs upon A gcricral 
or particuiar arancfly, they receive no 
niiligahon. 

8. Are there fitted times and places in the “ S. rhe laws fettled indeed certain 

feveralprovinces for the trial of criminals ? times vor this purpofe ; but as a great 

number of tlifrorent atfairs and trials were 
decided in the fame tribunal, the courts of 
criminal jultice were very dilatory in their 
proceedings. 

^ See the rnanifefto of 1775, at the 
head of the Regulations t> Stc.” 

New plan for the Ruffian priibns, to be introduced into each government. 

“ 1 . To divide the prifons into civil and criminal. 2. The criminal prlfon lhall be 
diflributed into three parts. The firlt for criminals before and during trial ; the fecond 
for perlons fentenced to confinement for a ftaied time; and the third for felons capi- 
tally convifted, condemned to perpetual intprifonment, or to the public works. 
3. Each parr fliall be leparate, one for the men, the other for the women. 4. There 
fliall be an infirmary for fick prifoners. 5. The prifon lliall be conttrudled without 
the town, in an airy fituation, and near the water.” 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubjecl of pleafing refleftion, that this great Princefs 
thus condefeends to contemplate and alleviate the fulFerings of even the wretched vic- 
tims to public jufticc ; but how much more will our veneration be encrcafcd, when we 
confuler her as creeling the glorious fuperftrudurc of national happinefs on the 
bafi.s of equal Icgiflalion ? * 

The Ernprefs, at her acceflion, found the Ruffian code of laws a rude and indigefled 
chaos, and faw rhe immediate ncceffity of reformation. The courts of juftice were re- 
gulated by the ftatutesof Alexey Michaclovitch J, extremely dcfeclive bpth as to order 
and precifion ; and by the ukafes or imperial mandates ilUied by Peter and his fuc- 

♦ The original pafTage, which is in the French language, does not admit of a lltc. al tranfl;MH)ii : 

Lfs loix ptijjcni J ais filcnce ce point ; aiuft ce tjuc pourroU fc falre a cst e^anlpt ui nir en.'-JU panni i'wombrah'e 
quantiti' ties abus- ^Ces alus font pour la phtpai t aulant de chux qu il fuitl ti^cr tin corps poHilquc ih PHat ou on 
its trouvrd^ ’ 

f RegIcmentH de Sa Maj. Imp, pour Fadminiilration des gouvernements, SvC. 

J The cailieft regular code of written laws was fonned in 1542. by Ivan V:!fii!ieYitcb II. from prece- 
dents and ancient cuftoms, ‘ Tlie ftatuics of Alexey Micha.loviteh, alluded to i ' the text, were 
compofed from the above-mentioned codr, from the mandates (T the fovereigns fabfcq'icnt to Ivan Valnlie- 
vitch IL, from thcdccifions oT the bolars, who in ihofc times prefided in the higlneourts oF juftice, and 
from the Byzantine laws or edii^s iffued by the Greek Emperors of Conftantiiu.ple. Tlie new ftatutes 
compiled from thefe fdurces, with a few additions^ being in 1650 read in ilie i zarb^prcKnce, wcrepiinted, 
and a copy fent into each province. 

See Statuta Mofchovilicd in HerbeiftcinI Itin. in Mofehoviam 5 alfo Von Juftiz^Vefen in Haygold’s 
Bcylagen, p. 5 79 * 
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ceiTocs, uncommonly numerous, and m many important pqinis contradictory to each 
■ Other.. -^ ,■':■■ \ ■■"■v 

The vaft empire of Ruffia was diftributed into a fe# ,extenfive governments j each 
government was fubdivided into" provinces, and each prpvincS^ into diilricts, or circles. 
Over each government was -a governor, over the pi ovinc<» a wayvode and his oflicers, 
who formed a chancery j over the diftfid^ an inierior wayvode, or juftice of peace. 
The abufes rcfuUing from this diftribution are fufficiently detailed in a paffage^ from the 
manifcllo of the Eniprefs prefixed to the firft part of the new code * : ^ 

“ We find that many govenmients are not fufBciehtly provided with tifibunals or offi- 
cers of juftice, in proportion to their extent; that not only the affairs of the treafury 
and police, but alfo civil and criminal cap les, are tried in the fame court in which the 
admihiftration of the government is carried on. Nor are the provinces and diftriCts 
lefs fubjed to fimilaf incbnveniencies ; as the foie chancery of the wayvode is the only 
court \Vhich has cognizance of fo many and fuch different affairs. The diforders re- 
fulting fmm thefe CircUmftanccs are but too evident. On one fide delays, omiffions, 
arid vexatious, ate the natural confeqiTences of fo mcongruous and defedive a conftitu- 
tipn ; where one bufinefs impedes another ; and where the impoffibility of terminating 
matters fo various in the foie chanceiy of the wayvode occafions procraftination, negled 
of duty, and admits only a partial difpatch of bufinefs. On the other fide, thefe delays 
generate chicanery, and encourage the commiffion of crimes ; becaufe the punifhment 
does not follow the tranfgreflion of the taws with that ceferiiy which is neceffary to rc- 
prefs and ftrike terror into offenders ; while endlefs appeals from one court to ano- 
ther are perpetual obftrudions to juftice.” I 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of people arofe from the enormous authority 
of the inferior wayvode, who, though ufually a perfon of low birth, and totally ignorant 
of the laws, yet*could not only impofe punifhment for petty offences, but had even the 
power of ordering the knoot, infli^ng torture, and tranfporting to Siberia. Hence, per- 
fons fofpeded of crimes were detained in prifon feveral years without being brought to 
R final trial, were tortured without fufficient .proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns fince Alexey Michaelovitch, particularly Peter I. framed projeds for 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but never carried it into execution. The com- 
pletion of this jilrduous undertaking was referved for Catharine II. ; who, ip 1767, fum- 
moned deputies to Mofeow from every part of her extenfive dominions, and having 
appointed coramiffioners for compofing a new code of laws, delivered to them her Grand 
Inftrudions t> written by Her Imperial Majefty in the true fpirit of genuine legiflatibn. 
In. conformity to thefe inftrudions, the firft part of a new code appeared in .1775, and a 
fecond part in 1780, and it has been received in many of the qew. governments into 
which the Ruffian empire is divided. Many abufes have been rempved by thefe new 
inftitutions; and mjmy ftill exifting are to be abolifhed. / 

Tliough an ample detail of the(e regulatipps fails hot within tbe cqmpafs of the pre- 
fent worn j it is to be hoped titat the curiofity of the publiC; WiH; be, in fome tnesdure 
gratified by eiiumeVating the moft ftriking peculiarities in this extenfive plan, , which has 
modified t^ whble fyftem of government. v / . 

• ' Reglenient* de Catharin* II. &c. p. vH. , , , ' . « 

<* Inftrudions de^athartne 11. pour la Commiftion chargd de drefter le Projelt d'un Nouveau Code,de 
Ijow.-** iSt. Pet. 17 ^. Thefe inttrudioni have been tranftated into moft ihoderii li^gltiage^; and into 
En^ilkby Tiiftifchei, a Ruffian gentleman, . to Rhick ia prefiked, a defcriptioo of the npi^'ner^ 
theiCbiBniffiori. wUb thf order and rules for eri:ding,tfae';Gdniin|ffioBeri appOinud io fnt^e a; Jew code ^ 

‘law*. - -Sec T^e-GTrajM^oftrudionib fiy ■ J*®'*!**’''.' . 
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1’he empiire, divided ‘py Peter the. Great mto''nine extenfive gbverninents, is now 
diftributed into a larger number *, e^ch upoh an average containing only from three to 
four hundred thoufand ipales. ’ OnC'Cir more of thefejgovernmcnts is fiiperintended by 
a Ibrddieutenantj .ahd eac a vice-governor, a council, civil and cri- 

minal courts of judicature, fprae ofwhofe members are appointed by the fovereign, and 
the others chofen by the nobles. jBy this inftitution Catharine has'in fome ipitances, 
circumferibed her prerogative, by diniinifiiing the power of thofe tribunals which were 
only dependent upon the crown, or transferring it to tlie nobles, and invclting them 
with many additional privileges with refpeft to the adminiflration of ju/Uce. By intro- 
ducing likewife into each government fuperior tribunals, whofe decifion is final, the has 
prevented frequent appeals to the, imperial colleges at Peterfburgh and M(dcow, which 
were attended with confiderable expence and delay. By efiablilhing pr feparating the 
different boards of finance, police, &:c. from the courts of law, which before impeded 
each other by meeting in the fame place, ftie has facilitated the difpatch of bufinefs, and 
rendered the adrainiftration of juftice more fpee^y. She has increafed tlic falaries of 
the judges, who* from the narrownefs of their income, were cxppfed to almoll irrefillible 
temptations from bribery ; or, to ufe her own. expreflions to the judges, in her cele- 
brated edi ft, “ Formerly your neceflities might have induced you to be too. attentive to 
your own interefts : your country now pays your labours, and what before might admit 
of fome excufe, from this moment becomes a crime.’* 

To thefe regulations rauft be added the abolition of torture ; the cftabrdhmcnt of 
proper boundaries between the governments, which has prevented many diffenfions and 
law-fuits } the appointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in various diftrifts, at 
the expence of the crown; the foundation of fchools, and the eftablilhment of new 
feminaries for thofe intended for holy orders; the ereftion of new bodies corporate 
with additional immunities ; the grant of freedom to numberlefs vaffals of the crown f 
and the means taken to facilitate the emancipation of the peafantry. But of all the 
plans, none is more ufeful and praife-worthy than the eftablifhment of fchools in every 
government, formed on the moft comprehedfive fcale and liberal principles. 

An academy is eftablilhed at St,*Peterfburgh for the inftruftion of two hundred (Ijj-, 
dents, defigned to be njaftors of the provincial fchools. It is provided with profefforii 
of hiftory, mathematics, rhetoric, and natural hiftr.ry. with a German. mafter, and a , 
drawing mailer. The lludents are fele&ed from the differeni; feminaries of the Ruffian 
empire, and, as they have received their education as priefts of the regujar clergy, un- 
derftand Latin. They are twenty years of age, and arc to remain at Beterlburgh three 
years ; during which period they are inftructed in hiftory, geography, the various 
branches of natural philofophy, and natural hiftory. They are all boarded, lodged, and 
inftrufted at the Emprefsi’s expence. At,the conclufion of this term their places to be 
fupplied by others, and tliey will be diftributed in the different parts of Ruffia. Two of 
thefe lludents will be eftablifh^ in the principial town of each government; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the other of hiftory , geography, and natural Wftory. Eaich - 
lludsnt, thus eilabliflied, is to inllrud cither lludents as preceptors of the fmaller fc^ols 
in the lefler towns. Thq regulation of this ufeful eftabliihment is entrufted to a qoni- 
fnittee confifting of five members, who have the fuperintendance o^tbe wholew,,, ; ; 

* Tlte firft provinces into governments, according to the new inilitution,^erc Tvtir pnd Steo-' 

lenlkOf mflanuai^y^^f^yd. Thofe wliioh have been fince eftablifhedi,, either before or during nty i refidence 
in Ruffiai 'Were in the iidlbwing order s Novogorbd and Kaluga, in Uecember 1^76 j HeiSoir, YaroflafA 
i^d Tula, in December 1777; Poldtlk and; ^hilef, :ini . May 1,778 s .Refan, V«)lodim>l?s' Kiollrom^,!; 
4nd Orel, in December 1778 ; SeeaKft of thegovernpients, Bookvi. chap i p, 3^9, 
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Thus, the great fchools in the principal towns will depend on the academy of Peterf. 
burgh, and each fcl.ool in the final ler towns on the principal fchOol in each govern- 
ment ; a fcheme, which if curried into execution, will effedlually promote the interior 
civilization of this v.all empire. '■ 

Such are the (Jutlines of thefo excellent inflitutionj^. How far, or in what degree, 
they may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed,-* and of fuch different inamicrs and 
ciiftoms, *can only be proved by time and experience. But though they may fail in 
producing .?// tliofe advantages which the fpcculativc reafoner might expe-dt, yet they 
muff be atlontled with mofi: beneficial effeefs; as fuffici( ntly appears from the ilourifliing 
flute of ihofe provinces in which they have been already achnittod. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many improvements introduced, it cannot at the 
fame time be fuppofed that the national niunners flnmkl be fuddcniy changed, or that 
the moll abfoliite i'overeign can Venture to fliake tliofe fundamental culloins which have 
been fanctioned by ages. It is furely fufiicieiit if the abufes arc remeditid, as much us 
can be cxpedled in fuch a country ; where the v: ft difproportion of rank and hji iune, 
and the vaffalage of the peafants, rentier it extremely dillicult, if nofimpoflible, to 
eflablilh at once an impartial adminiilration ofjultice. 

Ruflia, with refpedl to the yafl inafs of people, is nearly in the fame ffatc in which 
the greater part of Europe was plungcrd during the eleventh and twelftli centuries; 
w'hen the feudal fyflem was gradually declining ; when the unbounded authority of the 
land-holders over their flaves was beginning to be counter-balanced by the introduclion 
of an intermediate order of merchants ; when new towns were continually creating, 
and endowed with incrcafing immunities, and when the crown ventured to give freedotn 
to its vaffals. 


Chap. XVII. — Inquiry into the prefent State of Civilization in the Ruffian Empire.— ’Di~ 
vijion of the Inhabitants into loobies. Clergy , Merchants, and Burghers.— Peafants.— 

Privileges granted to the Merchants, Burghers, and Peafants. — State of Vaffalage. 

« 

MUCH has been w'rittcn concerning the great civilization which Peter the Great 
introduced into Ruflia ; that he obliged the people to fhave their beards, and relinquifli 
their national drefs ; that he naturalized the arts and feiences, difeiplined his army, 
created a navy, and made a total change throughout his extenfive empire. We may 
readily admit thfc truth of this eulogium with relped to his improvements in the difei- 
pline of his army and the creation of a navy ; for iliefe were objeds within the reach of 
his perfevering. genius ; but the pompous accounts of the total change which he is faid 
to have effeded in the national manners, fecni the mere echoes of foreigners, who never 
vifited the country, and who colletled the hillory of Peter from partial iniormation. 
For though a nation, compared with itfelf at a former period, may have made a rapid 
progrefs towards improvement ; yet, as the exaggerated accounts which 1 Had heard 
and.rpad of the great civilization difiufed throughout the whole empire led me to expetl 
-a more polifhed ftate of manners, I muft own I was aitonifhed at the barbarifm in which 
the bulk of the people flill continue. I am ready to allow that the principal nobles are 
as cjvili.zed, and as refined in their entertainments, mode of living, ahdffpcial intercourfe, 
as thofe of ether ^ropean countries. But there is a wide difference between polilhing 
a nation, and polifiiing a few individuals. Tlic merchants anti peafants ftill univerfally 
Retain their national drefs, their original manners, and, what is moft remarkable, the 
greater paictof ^He merchants and burghers of the large towns, even the citizens of Pe- 

7 terfburgh 
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terfljurgh and Mofcow, refemble, in their external appearance and general mode of llv- 
ing, the inhabitants of the fraalleft village; and notwithftanding the rigorous edicts 
iifued by * Peter I. the far greater number ftill wear their beards ; being fcarcely lefs 
attached to that patriarchal cuftom than their ancelTprs, Avhen the hue for imiiilaling a 
finger was rated at is. 3d. ; that for cutting off the beard, or»whiliui at.4S. loil. f. * 

In fad, the peafants, who form thc\)ulk. of the nation, are^ildl almoir as deficient in 
the arts as before the reign of Peter, although the fciences have Hourilhed in the oapital. 
But the civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed people is i.t>t the work of a 
moment, and can only be effeded by a gradual and almoft inlenfible prog refs. 

If from thefe general refledlions we diflinclly confidei the different clalihs of fubjeds 
in the Ruffian Empire, we ffiall be enabled to form fotne probable judgment concerjj ing 
the prefent ftale of civilization. 

'I he inhabitants may be divided into four orders : nobles and gentry, clergy, mer- 
chants, burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

The three firfl include almoft all the free fubjects of tlte empire, and the latter all the 
vaffals or ilavcs. * * 

I. The firft order comprehends the nobles and gentry : the foie | perfons who, in 
the true fpirit of feudal dcfpotifm, have a right to poffefs land ; but iiiHead of appearing 
themielves, according; to the tenure of that fyftem, at the head of their retainers, are 
now only expeded to ferve in the army, and obliged to furnifli recruksin proportion to 
the number of their vaffals. 

In Ruffia, as in the Oriental governments, there is fcarcely any diftindion of ranks 
among the nobility, excepting wljat is derived from the fervice of the fovereign. Even 
the eldeft ions of thole jierfons, who have been raifed to the moft confiderable honours 
and higheft employments, excepting the advantages which they undoubtedly retain of 
facilitating their promotion by a ready accefs to court, do not derive any fdid benefits 
from their birth, like thofe which the peers of England, the grandees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their hereditary defeent. ri'he importance 
of a noble family of large property and official honours, is almoft annihilated on the 
death of the chief; bccaufe his property is equally divided among his fons ; and be- 
caufe titles, though allowed to be hereditary, do nor, indtpendent of the fovereign’s 
favour, contribute much to aggrandize the poffeflors ; that of a prince, a count, or a 
baron, conveying in themfelves little perfonal diltiattion, uulefs accompatued with a civil 
or military employment. . ’ 

Before the mra of Peter the Great, the only title in Ruffia, e.xccpting khat of boyar, 
which fignified privy-councellor, and was not hereditary, and other appellations annexed 
to civil employments, was that of knacs^ which was clleemed fynonlmous to prince, Per- 
fons whoaffumed this title were defeended, or pretended to be fo, either from the dif- 
ferent collateral branches of the reigning fatnily, or from fome Lithuanian i rinces who 

♦ 

* 11 ordonna aux RuflVt dc qiihter Vhabit long ct !;» barbe. line amende fiit impofec aux amateurs 

obftines de Pancien ufage. Bicii des RuiTcs, et furtout 1<;8 Ro/koIiiikvS regardaient le cliang* iiicwt d habit 
comme un rcnoncemcnt a la religion, ct difaient qii’il valaiVnc mu*ux perjn- la rOte que lu harbe : ils 
oblige.*; de payer un droit pour n^'ctve pas raKs, et \h recevaicat un jetton qni U*iir (ervai^ de quittance* 
Souvent a la cour otWcnivrall les vieux boiars, et on leiir taillait la harbe d'uiJe mmiftrc li ridicule, qq’iU 
«;):ait;nt obliges degarderja chambre pendant plulicurs inois, on de fe fairc rafer. On aiiachait aux portes 
des villes un modelle du nouvcl h tbit, et on rognait la robe dc ceux qui ric vouhiici:«,pa|p.iyer j on les rafait 
xnalgrc eux dans les rues.” L’Evcfque, iv. p. 157. 

f HaygoMJ p;'337. , ^ 

j Catharine, in confirming the immunities of the nobles, dcfrced, ** Qnc Ic droit d'acheter ou de venJrc 
dc8 terres feroit propre ou particuller aux feuls nobles/’ jLe Clerc, p. 472. 

eftablifhedt 
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eftublilhed themfelves in Rullla in the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries ; or from the 
numerous Tartar nobles who became fubje^ts to Ivan Vaflilievirch II. and his imme^Ste 
fuccelTors ; or from feveral Polifh and other foreign Emilies, who fettled in this empire. 
In procefs of dme the number ef thefe Princes increafed fo ronfiderably, that, accord^ 
ing to Lord Whitworth, no lefs than three hundied were common foidiers in Prince 
Mentchikof’s regiment of dragoons. Though Pper the Great, in imitation of other 
European courts, introduced the titles of count and, baron, and his example has been 
followed by his fUcccflbrs, yet neither thefe titles, or that of knacS) have been efteemed 
a fulEcient aggrandizement, becaufe the greateft favourites of tjie fovereign have been 
occafionally cseated, by the Emperor of Germany, princes oi the Roman empire ; at 
Prince Mcntchikof at tfie requefl. of Peter, and Princes Oriof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign *. , 

According to the fyftem introduced by Peter L, but which has gradually been cor- 
rupted as it has receded from itsfource, every nerfon takes precedence from his military 
rank; he rauft rife in regular gradation, and before he can be an officer, mult ha\e 
ferved as a corporal or ferjeant. But this ordinance is eaflly eluded*^ frequently in- 
fants are made ferjeants and corporals, and it is not ncceffary to have ferved e\ en one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it may be conferred by rivil offices. Al- 
though the law of Peter I. which compelled each nobleman or gentleman, under pain 
of degradation, to ferve in the army, was aboliffied by Peter Illf; yet the efl'ects Hill 
fubfift. No one under the rank of a major is permitted to drive more than two horfes, 
under that of brigadier, n^ore than tour : a nobleman of the highefl fortune anti diltinc- 
tion, who has never been in the army, is not allowed, (excepting by the fpctial permif- 
fion of the crown, to ufe in the capital a carriage draw n' by more than one horfe, while 
a merchant may Itove two. There are various methods, however, of procuring military 
^dignity, and tne privileges annexed to it. Amo^ft others, a chamberlain, for inltance, 
to the fovereign, ranks as major-general ; the office of a fecretary, in the different de- 
partments of government, confers the rank of an officer, and the contributor of a certain 
fum to the foundUiig-horpital at Mofeow, obtains the ra7ik of a lieutenant. 1 hefo re- 
gulations, and the cafe with which military rank is acquired, has induced a German, 
fettled in Ruifia, to exprefs himfelf with fome humour in the following manner : A 
nobleman is here nothing ; his fituation in the army alone marks the value of his ex- 
iffence. A phyfician has the rank of major, and dares, as a flaff-officer, put four horfes 
to his‘ carriage, while others can only drive two ; an apothecary in the itnpctial fervice 
has the rank of a captain ; his apprentices that of enfigus ; arid the two furgeons of the 
diftri£t bear the rank of lieutenant J.” But however ridiculous tbofe promotions may 
appear, yet they are founded on principles of the foundefl policy : for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, every officer is noble during his life, and the children of a naff- officer 
are claffed among the nobility, any inflitutipti tending to increafe the number of this 
order of men, who alone are entitled to poifofs Und, c^pnot fail of being highly bene- 
ficial to fociely. On their own effates the l^bIes and 'gentry are alinoff uncontrouled, 
having abfolute authority over their vaffals. 

* 

^ Atfo Prince Befboiodko and Pnnee Zubof. 

f The Abbe de Chappe, in a remaik upon tlic abolition of thid law by Peter Ilf, is guilty of a ridteu** ^ 
Jousmiftakcy Jwhen he /iippofcs, that before this dcciec the nobles WQXcJlaves, About a wecK^aftcr his ac- 
to the thronCf^cter went to the fenate, and declared, *• that he had granted the privilege 
to the nobility,*^ Tnls miilake arofc from an omifiion in his decieOi in whidi th^ nobles Were only fieefand 
/w, wiihout the ad dBfttn of to fer^e, or not to ffr^e. as they tbooeht proper* Set Antidote, p. 1 48 to iCo, 

t ScMuazu% BSilikhfcl for 17 ^ 
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H. The next ofder of fubjefls is the* clergy. 

I have already had occafion to mention the origin and fuppreflion of the office of pa- 
triarch, who wdis formerly the head of the Rtfffian clergy. Peter finally aboliflied that dig- 
nity in 1 7 1 9 ; but inilead of formally declaring hiinfelf thd head of the church, he prudent- 
ly configned the chief ecclcfiaftical atihority to a tribunal which he called the Sacred Sy- 
nod, which was in efie^t fubfervient V> him, as all its members took an oath, acknow- 
ledging him as their fupreme judge. The fynod is compofed of the fovereign,’who is 
prefident ; a vice-prefident, who is generally the metropolitan archbifliop, and a num- 
ber of counfellors and aflellbrs. 

The clergy are divided into, i . Regular, or monks ; and a. Secular, or parilh priefts. 

I. The principal wealth of the church is centered in the monafterics, which formerly 
had eftates to the amount of 400,000!. per annum ; and, like the other land-holders, 
enjoyed uncontrouled authority over their peafants, who are equally bondfmen as on 
the poffeffions of the laity. The Emprefs has annexed thefe church-lands to the crown, 
and in return grants annual penfions to the hierarchy, the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. I’he archbilhops and bifhops receive each’ about i,ocol. or i,2ool. per annum, 
and the fubordinate ecclefiaftics in proportion. Soon after this regulation, many of 
the monafterics were fupprefled j and the members in thofe which were fpared, were 
confiderably reduced as well by the prohibition to admit more tlian a certain number, 
as by limiting ihe age of noviciates. The abolition of monafterics muft be acknow- 
ledged a bcntficial circuraftance in moft countries; yet one evil is to be apprehended 
from it in Rtiffia : they were the only feroinarics of education ibr thofe perfons defigned 
lor the facred funftion ; and the' monks are, if I may fo exj refs niyfelf, almoft the foie 
proprietors of the learning which fubfifls among the clergy. But, moft probably, the 
ill eftods which nia'y be expeded from the fuppreffion of lome convents, will be coin* 
penfateJ by the improvement. introduced into the adminillration of thofe which are 
continued, and by the fchools lately eitablifhed in various parts of the empire for the 
education of ecclcfialtics. 

All the dignitaries of iIk church arc choftn from theonlcrof monks; thefe are 
archbilhops and biihops, archimandrites or abbots, and igoomens or priors. “ The 
epifcopal order in Rutlla is diftinguifiitd by the different titles of metropolitan, arch- 
bifhop, and bifliop. The ti:'cs of metropolitan and archbifliop .je not attached to the 
fee ; but are, at prefent, merely perfonal dillindions conferred by me fovercign, which 
give the poffeffors no additional power, and fcarcely any precedence 

The monafteries are governed by archimandrites ami igooracnr ; and the nunneries, 
fuperintended by abbeffes. 

4. The Ruffian parilh-priefls are called papas, or popes ; a word ftgnifying father, and 
indifcriminately applied in the early ages of Chriftianity to all ecclcfiaftics, until it was ‘ 
confined to the Bilhop of Rome by an ediU of Gregory VII. The members of the 
Greek communion, hawever, did not obey this order, and the priefts of that purfuafion 
are ftill diftinguilhed by the appellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to be, the moft ufcful members of fociely, 
are in Ruffia the refufe of jhe people. It is literally true, that many of them cannot 
even read t» in their own language, the Gofpel which they are commiffioned to preach j 
but deUver from memory the fervice, a chapter of the New Tcftamcnt, or part of a 

* Dr. King on the Greek Chnrcb, p. 272. 

f Thi» fluimeful ignorance is cerlainly Icfo common than fofmerly | as the bifhopa are more eatttious in 
•rdainiiig fuck improper perfota. ^ 

homily. 
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homily, whicli they repeat every Friday and Sunday. Nor is it in the leaft furpriGng 
that forne are fo illiterate, when we confider the fcanty maintenance which they derive 
from their profeffion. Befide the furplict fees, w'hich in the pooreft benefices amount 
fo 4I. per annum, and in thfi mofl: profitable to but 20I, ; they have oiilj' a wood.cii 
fioufe, fearedy fuperior fo that of the meanefl kniong their purifiiioiiers, and a fmall 
portion of land which they ufually cultivate wi|w their own hands ; while the highcll 
dignity to which they can ever attain, as long as they contifiue married, is that of a 
protopope of a cathedral, whofo income fcarccly exceeds 20I. a year. As the patifii- 
priefis are undoubtedly the principal fources from which intlruftioa mud be generally 
diffufed among the lower clafs of people, if they, who oui;ht to enlighten othecs, are I'o 
ignorant, how grofs mull be the ignorance of their parifluoners ! in no inftance, per- 
haps, has the Emprefs contributed more towards civilizing her people, than by infiitut- 
ing feminaries for the children of priefts, by endeavouring to promote among the clergy 
a zeal for liberal fcionce, and to rouzc them from that profound ignorance in which 
they are plunged *. 

The monks arc not permitted to marry, while the parifli-priells ait; compelled to take 
a wife as a preliminary to ordination ; and if their wives happen to die, tliey may enter 
into a coiivent, and become dignitaries of the church. They cannot engage in a fecond 
marriage unlefs they become laymen ; neither .can they continue pariih pricfls without 
the exprefs periniinon of a bifliop. The children of the fecular clergy are all free : 
their fons are ufually brought up for orders, or employed in the fcrvice of the 
church. , 

All the clergy wear long beards and long hair, Vi'hich flows down their flioulders, 
without being tied or curled. Their drefs is a fquare bonnet, and a long robe of a 
black or dark colour, reaching to the ancles. The fecular and regular priefts ufe, in 
fotnc inftances, a difterent habit, and the dignitaries of the church are diftinguiflied by 
a more coltly veftnieut f. 

I cannot forbear mentioning that, during the five months we pafled at Peterfburgh, 
and in our daily intercourfe with the nobility and gentry, I ttever once faw in company 
a fingle perfon of the fiicred profeflion. It mull' be allowed, indeed, that the parifti- 
'priefts are, for the moft part, too Ibw and ignorant to be qualified for admiftion into 
genteel focieties ; while the dignitaries, being a feparate order, and reftrained by ftrift 
regulations, rcfide chiefly in their palaces within the monafterics ; and contradl an 
averfion, perhaps an unfunefs, for focial intercourfe. This general charadler of the 
Ruflian hierarchy does by no means comprehend all the individuals ; as fome of them, 
with whom 1 occafionallycouverfed, were men of liberal manners and enlightened un- 
derftandings J. - 

The third divifion of Ruflian fubjecls comprehends that intermediate clafs of men 
between the nobles and pcafants, which is ftius defined by the Emprefs, in the flxteenth 
ciiapter of her inftruclions for a new code of laws. 

An inftance of Her Majefty’s zeal in thin particular fell under my obfervacion. When I vlfited the 
prefs of the Holy Synod at Mafeow’, three volumes of fermons were printing in the Rullian tongue; they 
were tranflations, by the Einprefs's command, from the belt Engliflt, French, an^ German authors, of 
tliofe principally which contained g.iclear dilcnfllon of the moral duties. They were to be diflributed: among 
the paiochial clergy, who had orattrs to read them ocealionally in the time of divine Service. 

f Sec prints of Aie feveral eccleliallical drefTes in King’s State of the Greek Church in Ruifia. 

j The dIgnitaiCes occafionally dine at the tables of the nobility upon days of great ceremony, as on that 
of St. Alexander NeVilki, when I met the||>.4rclibilhop of lioftof at Prince Volkoniki’i. See vol. i. book 
lit, chap. ii. " ' 

“This 
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“ This clafs of men, worthy to be mentioned by us, and from whom the country 
may promife itfclf great advantages, when it /liall have received a ftable form, and which 
has for its end the encouragement of good morals,*^nd /he love of iucluftry, is the mid- 
dle ftatc. This ftatc, compofed of :frecmcn, belongs neither to the claf^ of nobles nor 
to that of peafants. All tnofe who,\being neither gcntlcntcn nor peafants, follow the 
arts and fcicnces, navigation, comnTCrcc, or cxercife trades, are to he ranked in this 
clafs. In this clafe fhould be j'laced all thofe who, born of plebeian parents, flxal! have 
been brought up in fchools or places of education, rcglious or others, founded by us 
or by our predeceflbrs! Alfo the children o. officers, and of the focretarics to tho 
chancer)^. But as this third cflnte is fufceptible of dift'erent d t • es of privileges, which 
we do not mean to del til in this place, we fliall only here o])en the way for a more 
ample examination.” 

Although, before the reign of Peter the Great, certain bodies of merchants enjoyed 
peculiar ptivileges, which raifeil them above the cimdition of peafants, jet thefe were 
few, and their advantages, confidering the imnx'iile monopolies in the hands of the 
crov'ii, and the oppreffion under which they laboured from the power of the great, ex- 
tremcly procaiiops. Peter, who during his travels perceived the utility of a third 
cftaie for the purpofes of commerce, made many regulations with this view, which, 
though excellent in fhomfclves, yet bc^ng not adapted to the ftatc of jjropcrty in Ruf- 
fia, did not anfwcr the end propofed. Among thefe regulations, he endowed fomc 
free towns with certain privih'pes, which were afterwarda augmented by Elizabeth. 
But thc'fo privileges were confined to Peterfljurgh. Mofeow, Aftracan, Tver, and a few 
other great provincial towns ; and all the inhabitants, even ntcrebants not excepted, 
were not diflinguiflied from the peafants in two inftanccs, which are confidcred in this 
country as indelible marks of fervitude ; they were fubjeft to the poll-tax, and to be 
draughted for the army and navy. Catharine has exempted the body of merchants* 
from tlii'fe two inftanccs of fervitude, has encreafed the number and inimimitks of the 
liee towns, and permitted many of the crown peafants, and all free men, to enrol them- 
iclvcs, under ftipulatcd conditions, m the clafs of merchants or burghers. 

^'he mcrthanisS arc diftributed into three clalfes. The firft comprehends thofe who 
have a c.ipiral of 1 o,coo roubles j the fcc<md thofe who poflefs 5000 ; and the third 
thofe who are \vonh 500. By the forty-fcvei^tli ari’cle of the celebrated manifcfto of 
Graces, which the Kmprefs conferred upon her fubjeds at tho conclufion of the Turk- 
ifli w'ar in 1775, alf pcrfoir who clioofo to enter tlumfclves in any of tijefe clalfes are 
exempted from the poll-tax, on condition of paying annually one per cent, of their ca- 
pital employed in trade to the crown. The extent of their capitals, however, is not 
rigoroully examined, for the merchants may fix their capital at any amouiii ; as a per- 
fon poffelfing above 10,000 roubles may carol himfclf in any of the inferior claffcs, or 
even in that of the burghers. 

This alteration in the mode of alfeiring merchants is advantageous both to the, crown 
and to the fubjeds; the former receives, and the latter cheerfully pay, one per cent, of 
their capital, becaufe they arc exempted from the poll-tax, and are entitled to aiTdi- 
tional immunities. It is aKb a juft impoft, as each merchant pays according to his for- 
tune : if his profits encrcafc, his affelfment cncreafes ; if they diminifh, his contribution 
proper tionably dimfnifhes. With refped to the general interefts of the nation, it is a 
tnafter-pilece of policy ; it excites induftry, by holding up to the pcoj^ a principle of 
honour, as well as of intcreft, to be derived from tlm augmentation of their capital ; and 
affords an additional feefirity from arbitrary impoutions, by pledging the good faith of 
government in tlic protedion of their property. It is likewife produdive of another 
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dfcntial puWic benefit, by creating;, as it were, a third eftate, which, as it increafes'^ln 
wealth, credit, and importance, muft by degrees acquire additional privileges, and gra> 
dually rife inW tonfequcnce. , 

• The burghers form tha fecond divifion of thia order ; the term burgher is applied 
to all inhabitants of free towns, who declare'that/lhey pofieis a capital lefs than tool. } 
or whq, haviing that fum, do not chufe to aflume the more honourable name of mer- 
chants, They polTefs many privileges fupferior tq the peafants ; but are diftinguilhed 
from the merchants by being ilill fubjc£): to the poll-tax, and to enroltient in the army 
or navy. 

Under this third order muft be included all the Other free fubjefts of the empire ; 
namely, thofe flavos who have received liberty from their mailers ; thole who have 
obti'ined their difnnflion from the army and navy ^ the members of; the Academy of 
Arts, and of other fimilar anflitutions ; orphans from the Toundling Hoipital, and, 
laftly, the children of all thefo freemen. All thefe perfons have pcrnnfGon to Jettle 
and trade in any part of the empin, and may enK>l thcmfclves, ^CLUiding to iheir 
capinl, among the burghers or merchants. By thefe wile regulations, the number of 
p.ilbns above haves will gradually increafe, and muft in time form a, very conhderablc 
order of mtn, as foon as they Ihall acquire the right o/pofteUlng land 

It is a circumftance not unworthy of remark; that the Ruffian merchants and tradef- 
mcn feldom k,cep books of accounts, (as few of them can cither read or write,) and aic 
unacquainted with the knowledge of figures. Their manner of lecfconing is by a ma- 
chine*, with fcveral rows' 'of wires, upon which beads are fining. 'J’he beads on the 
fiift row ftand for units, thofe on the fecond for terfs, on the thiid for hundreds, on 
the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar progreffiou. By means of this niathiiic they 
fubtraO, multiply, and divide with great t \a£lnefs. An exception, among a few others, 
to this general obfervation, fhould be mentioned. The nioft hoiieft and intelligent per- 
fons of this order are the inhabitants of Ardhangel and its enviioiis: they are mollly 
able to read, write, and call accounts ; many of them are much employed at Peterf^ 
burgh, by the members of the Britifh faSory, to fpperintend thwf warehoufes, and they 
.have the general charafler of faithful and induftiious fervants. It may, perhaps, be 
difficult to account for the peculiar cirtumftances which have concurred to render the 
inhabitants of the town and environs of Archangel more intelligent than the other Ruf- 
fians, unlefs the following caufe fhould be thought fnfficknt. Archangel, from the 
time of its firft difeovery by the Englifh in 1 554, was, during a confiderable period, the 
great emporium of Ruffia; many of the inhabitants, then foie, being conncfled with 
foreign merchants, who required great exaftntfs in their dealings, were gradually trained 
to bufinefe. By a kind of local enthufiaftn and traditional inflruflion, they have con- 
tinued to diftinguifh tbcmfelvcs among tflnir countrymen, by acquiring the rudiments 
of arithmetic, and by a diligent difeharge of their truft- • 

The fourth order of fubjefts comprehends the pefafams. ' 

The peafants of Ruffia are generally ferfs, on^flayest, and may be divided into, 
V. Peafants of the crown, a. Peafants belonging to individuals. 

1. The 

* SiflaUm* to the ChiAcfe Ptofeiro^Sainu}«t,£||||^^o WMblind, ifed Sn improved (niichiiK of th» kind 
in hit roatbunati^ computations “ ' ' y 

+ Th the former editions of this work, Snd acroraing to the ftate of thO peafants ip 17^91 1 had the 
fntisfi&ion of adding to this lift of fiee peCfatitt, thofe of the Ukraine and, Ruffian Finland, who pteferved 
) confiderable degree of freedom until the late exteufion of the poll-tax has reduced tliem admoft to a level 
x’tlMlis reft. For hr fubiedtinj; JEheiff to tiitt afTelTment, the Empreis hat uncOnfctoolQjr cottnteiyidled 
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ThecroMTn peafants inhabit the imperial demefnes; and probably comprehend, 
incloiKng thofe belonging to the church lands, which are now annexed to the cfown, 
about (he fixth part of the Ruffian peafunts. The^ are immediately under ihejurifdit.- 
tion of the imperial officers or bailillL 'Although liabfc to great exadions, by the l<v 
nure of their fubjedion, from thefeinetty tyrants, yet they arc much more tecurc uf 
their property; and being under the jrotoftion of the fovereign, any flagrant inlbnces 
of opprclnon arc more eafily made known and rcdrcITcd. Manv of ihefc vafftdo, in 
particular*diftrig:s, have been enfrandiifed, and poriniUed to c'nrol-thcmfolvcs among 
the merchants and bui^ghers; and tin* whole hody-uiil gradually receive more privi* 
leges, as the fpirit of humanity and ptdiev penetrate^ further info ihefc regions# 

a. Pcafauts belonging to individuals aio the private property of the landholders, as 
much as implements of agriculture, or herds of cattle, and the value of an oilatc is 
eflimatcd, as in Poland, bjT the number of boors, and not by the number of acres. No 
regulations have, perhaps, tended more to rivet the fliackles of fiavery, than the two 
laws of Peter the Great ; one whiph renders the landholdc r accountable to the ^rown 
for the pedbtax of his vaflals, and the other which obliges him to furnilh*k certain num- 
ber of recruits; for by thde means he becomes interelled to prpvent the migration of 
his pcafants withemt permiffion from the place of ihcir nativity. With refpeft to his 
own demands on his peafants, the loni is reflrained by no law. He isabfolute mailer 
of their time and labour; fornc he employs in agriculture, a lew he makes his menial 
fervants, perhaps without wages; and from others he exads an aniuul payment 
Each vaffiil, therefore, is ra*^cd according to the arbitrary will ol his mafler. Some con- 
tribute four or five (billings a year; oihens, who arctngagv 1 in traffic or bufinefs, aie 
affeffed in proportion to their (uppofed profits. Any capital which they acquire by ihcir 
induftry, may be feized, and there can be no redrefs; as, according to the old feudal 
law, which (till exifts, a Have cannot inftitute a procefe againft his mafler. 

The mode adopted by many landholders with their pcafants, reminds me of the praflice 
among the Romans. Atiicus, w'c are told, caufed many of his flaves to be iiilfrufted 
in the an of copying manuicripts, wliich he fold at a very high price, and raifed a con- 
fidorable fortune. On fnnilar principles, fome of the Ruffian nobility fend their valfals 
to Mofeow or PetCi'fburgh, for the purpofe of learning various hmidicraft trades j they 
either employ them on their own efiates, let them out for hire, fell them at an advanced 


the pcneral, principle wliicb liad hitherto bfcn the chief olyeft of her rtign, that jf graduafly cxicndinij the 
priviiejres find fitedoro of the lower clafs ol people. By introdu^'ing among the peafants of the Ul^raine, 
or Rufiian Finland, a tax, vhich is confidmJas a badge of llavciy, llie has been reduced to the neetdity 
of rendcrinjsf them f«f$, or^/r/a* who were before free pt a fauts, fiom the inipolitiV law, which is 
the unavoidable u^nfi quence of the poll-tax, in a cot^ntry wherun the nobler cju alone pofTcf. landed pio 

E , that of making the landholder anfwerable fot the affeirinent of hit» peafants ^ a$ under that circum- 
^ he miift have the powjtr of preventing their migration. ^ 

^ The Empnfsthus txprtffes herfelf on this head : 

** 11 r/y a giiere <le village, qui ne paye fes rtdevance en argent. Les polTL(Ien8, qui ne vnyeut jamaU 
Oil que ties rarement leurb villages, impofent chaque tete a nn a deux ct jufqira cinq loables, fatis.h’cmBS- 
rafler comment le pay (an bW ptegdra pour gagner cet argent 

U feroit ti<^*s ueej^fTaire dc preferire aux poflfefleuu dcs Loin qui Its ohligcnt a agir avee plus de circan** 
fpedlion dans Ja manicre dont ils fe font payer leiirs dioits, et a ixiger dupayfan dts redevances qui foient 
lie nature a i’dioi^ner le moins quM fera poiTible de fa maifon et de fa famdle. Par ce ma)en Fon mettra 
]*agTJCu1turc en vtgneur, et la population aiigmentera dans Pempiie.’’ Indrudlion, iSre^p. 79 r 

This cuflom of obliging the peafants to pay an annual fum in money, frequently drivel the ixcceifitous to 
the moil defperatc modes of acquiring it. ^ 
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pmc, or receive from them att annual compcnfation for the pennillion of csercifmg' 
th^lr trade for their own advantage. 

Ih regard to the lord’s authority over their pcrlons* according to the ancient laws, he 
might try them in his ovvn,couns of juflice, or mmifli them without any procefs; ho 
could ifilUdl every ipccics of penalty excepting th# knoot, order them to be whipped, 
or confined in dungeons; he might lend them ttf houks of correction, orbauifli them 
into Siberia; or, in fliort, lakc cogn./anceof every mildemcauour which was not a 
public ollcncc. IFo had, indoed, no power o\or their lives; for, if a Have wjs beat by 
wordcr of his mafter, and died within the fpace of three days, the maftor w as guilty of 
murder, uiikk other roafons could be aligned for his demife. But was not this ilmoft 
.1 mockc’v of juftict? For furclyW rain might be terribly chaftiTsed without luflering 
death within r/i a tit) ; and if a v.tilal died within tliat fpace, and hismifter was a 
ui.m of confu]U>.nrt , who could bung huuto jiilke* ^ By 'the n vv regulativ>ns^ this 
fPoiraoa* poaei is reduced b\ reflrislion® moie cnnlonant to the humiiie puiit ph i 
wh.ch dilluigidili all tljc legolations qf the I’lnpicls; and the ii^Iit oHnfliaini’ punifli- 
meni IS lodged, whore it ever ought to be, lu the hands ol the public magidi ate. 
Ahuks, however, kill fubfift ; but muft, in time, yield to the mriunee of fuch lalutary 
inlhtulions. 

I am far fiom akcitlng, that mhuiuanit) i‘ th- genual rhaiariciiftic of the Ruklan 
nobility; or that man> perfun^. do not ti^a*^ tlie.r sakaK wi h the utmok bent^oknee. 
I*am aUo well avaie, tint lovcial p’alants aieiu lucli a flouukiing condition a^ to ha\e 
accumulatvd SC’’) coidid<^abk c ipit d witlnutdi'ad of e' idnn; and lUik fonie even 
poflefs landi d t/faTc^ widfr lluu' f'.ill is* name . But it \ t eoiiiuLi the unhappy 
pleafuie whuh too rnanv fttl in ry a'lmz'ng o.t. ih h n 1 iioi , w h tve every lealon 
to conclude, that thf* ’’>.neialuy of boois inu'l ki I bo eiiellj ippief d. How then 
*can acountiy be had to oo civili/' J, in '.huh donulhe llivei^ tl 11 lmAs? 

The vaflals w ho work tor tVir inaftn , jniKially i.eeiving th.ii mamlenancc, or 
being accpmiTiodatcd with a fniall portion of land, always emoy in fuflicunt abundance 
the common neceffarks of I’lC , and ufually fpuid iluii earnings in clothes or Ipiiituous 
liquors. Ihofe who, in eontradidion to this general rule, fave the piohts of their 
labour, or trade, conceal* as much as pofliblc an arquiluion of foitune; they fddom 
change their mode of Imrig, and tiequently bin y their money in the ground. This 
cudom is one rcaton, among fcvcial othtro, of the fcaiuty of filver currency; that 
bring the fpe^e which is chiefly amafled. 1 he pradicc of hiding money is common in 
all countries of the 1' ak, where property is not well teemed ; and where the people, 
thiough dread ol ex itlion^, cannot even venture to ufc the nehes which they have ac- 
quired. 

A poafant may obtain his libeity, i. By, manuniilfion, which on the death of the 
maker, is fieqaeiitly granted to thole who have ferved in the capacity of his immediate 
^mefUcs; a. Bypurchafej 3. By feiving in the army or nayy*; fora peafant isfreo 

H«w often njuft foch tyrannic* eftape the cogni/ancc of the court, and remain unpnmflied ' Some- 
time*, indeed, a noble is brought to juftice. One inlUnct. though mentioned in a fbi mti publication, T 
beg leave to introduce m thii place : In the prifon of M< f ow there is a gentleman oonhned, amt he alone 
i* denied tbe privilege of ever coming ftom hi* cell , a pui ilhment which is by uo means adequate to hla 
pime , namely, thy of ordering kveral of his pc dants to be idupped n fo cruel a manner, that they died. 
This ciicumitaiici^ill fliow the powti whitn the loids have^ver then peafant* ; and will at the fame time 
prove, that fuch crmu-i, wh n ditcoieied, do uoi always reRUug^unpumihed.** Account of Piifon*, ke. 

«*• 
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from the moment of his enrolment* In all thefe cafes the Emprefs has facilh?tcd the 
means of obtaining freedom, by waving federal rights of the tcown, which, in fome 
meafure, obftrufted this emancipation. Although the foverdgn cannot altor thf* fumln- 
mentilOate of property, by confertfing on ihcpoafantti af.Jn(ln’du.ils, pilvilcgcs w/iioh 
might infringe ihofe of the iioblesjg yet ihc lijis>alievtatcd*their roiulit'on bv iffuing fc- 
'yeral laws in thtir lavour. By alpving five peafant.^ to Icttleln <tiiy p.ir‘ of her do- 
minions, and enrol tlicmiclvcs among the Uiigher, or merchants, at.oi-i’Mig to ih 'ir 
refpedive caj^al. Slic has given a ftabiL'fy to '.heir freedom, and ailbiV.cd the llr mgeii 
incitements for the exeuion-s oi indiiflry. She rep'-aled thofe opproffivo huvs, 
which forbad, in certain diclij.e, ail pcafantt. (o marry ttirhout the confint of the go- 
vernor of the pfoviuct, or the vay'.ode of the town, who ufu-iUy exaded :i prefent 
from the parties *. <> * 

From this general rt\i’e\v of the various inhabitants in Ruflla. it mav be perecivod, 
that, though proceeding towanls civilization, they are ftill far remo- cd fioin that Hate ; 
that a general improvement cannot take place while the greater part coniiiiuc in ubfo> 
lute v.’ffalage ; nor can any < li. dual cluuv’'-' b^' introduce 1 in (lie national manners, un- 
til the people enjoy lull fecurity in their perfons and prop ay. 


Chap. XVII. — Academy of taknccs. — Origin anJ infUutim.—Ttanftuimu—Mmbcrs^ 
—I.ihrary. — Mufeunu — F'lff'il bones of ekphants and uhet" anima/s Juard in Siberia,--^ 
Native copper aitd iron, — Golden ornaments from fexuaf c.nuht ftpidchrcs. — RuJ/iltn 
coins, — If'axcn ftyyurc of Peter the Great,— Ctkfiial Glob, oj Academy of Arts , — 

Society for the promotion of Agriculture,— Corps de cadets, —Coiu<.ul dcs dcmoiftlles nobles, 

THE Imperial Academy of Sciences owes its inflitution to Peter the Great, whff', 
during his trav'cls, obferved the advantage of public focieties for the promotion of lite- 
rature By the advice of Wolf and Leibnitz, the fociety was regulated, and feveral 
learned foreigners were invited to become members. Peter liimfelf drew the plan, and 
figned it on the loth of February *1724; but was prc-veuicd by his fudden death, from 
carrying it into oMjcution. Ills doccaf-*, howev^ r, did not prev«nt its completion ; for, 
on the 2ift of December 1725, it was tlfadidhed iiy C’atl’eiiuc I. and on the a7lh the 
firft aflembly took place. On the fir.l of Auguft 172^1, Catherine honoured the meet- 
ing with her prcfcnce, whi n profel' or Bulfingtr, an I minent Gonnnn luiuralift, pro- 
nounced an oration upon the advances made % means of the loadllone* and needle for 
the diicovery of the longitude f. 

The Emprefs fcttlcil an annual fund of 5,000!. | for the fupport of lij academy ; and 
fifteen members eminent for learning and^ talents, were admit icd .uul ptnhoned, under 
the title of profefTors in the various branches of literature and feienco. 'Khe moft dil- 
tinguiflied were Nicholas and Daniel Bcrnouilli, the two dc Liflts, Bulfingcr and Wolf. 


, * Sec jylb article of die ISdanifetlo, at the concluflen of the peace with the Grand Signor; •• A*cthr. 

tain diftri&a of our empire it btia bw hiihuto ncctffary to obtain a pein.ilhon ti insiiry lion; the govfernt*^ 
of provinces, pr the vayvodeC of towns, and this pi-rmifllon was ofually puichatr'd hy money or caide. 

' We aboUiti tliiaoaftom^ and from this time every perfon (1»all be free to many without obtaining; fimilav 
permiffiuns. ^ * 

f See N^chricht voh der Kay«: Acad. &c. in Schmidt Bcytraeyc, p. 35 ; lilfci. Jour. Pet. for ‘June 

*779* P " * * 

‘<1 Sommam a Petro Magna copOitutam viginti-quatoor ipiUium noogentornm ct duodeetm rubelfonmu.'^ 

Nov, Cop^i. p. J. 

During 
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Dux’ing the fhort reif[n of Peter the Second^ th^ fttlaricsof the members Vere difeo^.i 
tinued, and the academy nep[lc£kod by the coiirt U was again patronixi'id fey tfiife^ 
Ktnpri’ft Anne, who even added a femjnafy fni* the education of youth, under the fu,- 
perintendnnee of the profefTvjrs. 'Both infUtutions JlouVifhod under the diroilioii of 
Kirpn Korf; but*, on his deafti, an ignorant perfonj ein” appointed- prefulent, many 
of the moft able members quitted RufTia. At the a/ccffion of Kllmabeih new Itfc and 
v'gour wd^e rcilored to the academy : the origiual plan v as enlarged and iitiproved ; 
f lUir of the niofl learned foreigners were again drawn to Pelulburgh, and, what was 
cnnfidorrd as a good omen’ for the literature of Ruflia, two natives, 4<oinouorof and 
Rumovfl'.y, men of genius and*abilitits, who had profecurtd their lludies In foreign 
univerfities, werecmolled among the members. The annual income tvas incrcafed to 
io- 155 q 1 ., and foon afterwards the new inflilution took pi toe. 

'1 he Emprefs Catherine, with her iifual zeal for promoting tlie iHffufion of know- 
ledge, took this ufefnl Society under her more immediat^ protection; flie altered the 
couit of dircflors grcarly^o the advantage of the whole body ; convdeJ manv abufes 
and infufed a new fpiiit into their refearchos. By her particular recomrtumdation, the 
moft ingenious pro.ft {Tors vifited the various prcninces of her dominions ; and as the 
fund of the Acruiemy was not fuflicicnt to (ujiply the whole t'xpvnce, tire Emprefs bel- 
towed a largefs • of 2,oocl., which has been occafninally renewed. 

1 he purport of theCe travels will appear from tlie Inllruflions given by the academy. 
Thepcrloos engaged in tlicfe expeditions were ordered to purlue their inquiries on the 
different forts of oaiths atuhwaters ; on the beft methods of cultivating the barren and 
defart fpots;,on the local mforders incident to num and animals, an<l the moft effica- 
cious means of relieving them; on breeding cattle, and particularly Ihecp; on the 
reaiing of bees and filk- worms ; on the different places and objects for hlhing and 
hvnting ; milTerals ; on the arts and trades : and on the indigenous plants to form a 
IHora Rvjtca. They were particularly inflrufted to redify the longitude and latitude 
of the pi incipal tou'ns ; to make aflronomical, geographical, and meteorological ob- 
fervations; to trace the courfoof the rivers; to take the mofl: cxafl charts; to deferibe 
with accuracy the mannens, cufloms, dreffes, languages, antiquities, traditions, hiftory, 
relijjion in a word, to^gain every information which might tend to illuflratc the real 
ftateof the Empire. 

In cofifequence of thefe expeditions, perhaps no country can boaff, within the fpace 
of a few years, fuch a number of excellent public.ations on iis internal Rato, natural 
produdions, topogiaphy, geography, and hifior> ; on the manners, cufloms and lan- 
guages of the diffeient people, as have iffued from the profs of the Academy. 

The moft remarkable of thefe diftinguiflicd travellers are Pallas, Gmelin, Gulden- 
ftaedt 1 , Gcorgi, and Lepekin. 

The firft wanfadions of this fociety were jiublifhed in 1728, and intitlcd. Comment 
iarii Academ 'm Schnliarum Impctialis PciropoIHanee, ad An, 1720, with a dedication to 
Peter II. Thfe publication was continued undor this form until the year 1747, when 
the trjnfadiionswerb called JVow | Commentarii Academia, Sic. In 1677 the Academy again 

changed the title into Affa Academia Scientiarum hnperialis Pctrojiolitana, and altered the 

% 

♦ Biach Ruffl Bibl. vol. i p 50. , 

+ Tba* reader will find an account of Pallaft, Gmelin, iinA ^iJwnn^cdt in the next chapter. 

I “ Hunc autem rt/feqncntes tompfi Nov^;r«tn Commeuiifwiifta nortiinc ideo venire, qliia Acadetfhta nqtic 
novis iecibus in(ltu6ta eft ; et clalfea hie ak'tcr* ac in praccedentihus totnfe fieri folebat, dirpofitaeinveniim*^ 

Kov. Lorn Vol, i. p. fn this faihe volume the ftatutes for the ReirulatioA pf the 8o»cjety» 

u||dev its pew iuilitutions, are in(ert«d, p. 9****’33* 

^rrsunixA^ 
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*■ WTjingetnen^ of tlie work. The papers, which bad bo#h hitherto pu|hH 0 »ed b the Laiiu 
tongue, are now written either in that language or French ; and a preface is added, 
Pariie Bijiori^tui^ which contains an accrfuiit'^of the proceedings, meetings, ad. 
million of new members, and o 5 her occurrences*. 0£ the' Coinn\cniarieP,’ fourteen 
voluoiies were publiHied } the firO of the New Commeniaries made its appearance in 
1750, and the twentieth in 1776.* Under the title of Af^a^Acadenm^ fever^l volumes 
have been given to the publip: and two, are to be printed every year, Thcle traufic- 
tions abound with ingenbus and elaborate difc^ulfitions on various parrs of Icionce and 
natural hiltory, which rc0eft great honour nppn their authors t and it may not be an 
exaggeration to affert, that no fociety in Europe has more diftinguiflit*d iifclf for the 
excellence of its publications, particularly in the abftrufe parts of the pure and mixed 
mathematics. 

The academy is Hill compofed, 11$ at firft, of fifteen profelTors, the prefident and 
direilor. Each profoflbr has a houfe and an annual ftipond from 2 /ol. to 6ocI. Be- 
fide the profeflors, there are four adjundls, who are alfo penfioned ; they are at pre- 
fent at the fittings of the fociety, ain^fucceed to the firft vacancies. 

This gem r,il account of the eftablifliment, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Aca- 
demy, will be naturally fuccceded by a defeription of the library, the cabinet of natu- 
ral niftury, and the other curiofitits, which 1 vifited feveral times during my flay at 
reterlburgh. . ‘ . 

The libraiT owed its origin to 2,500 volumes which Peter the Great foisted at Mittau, 
in his Swedilh campaign ; it was afterwards increafed by the l^ouniy of that oraperer, 
and of his fucccflbrs, and lately enriched by jhe curious collcftion of PrinCe Radxivil at 
Ntvitz, taxeii by the Ruffians in 1 772, during the troubles of Poland. M, Bachmoifter 
informed me, that finee this laft acquifition, the number of books amounted to thirty- 
fix thoufand. * The irtoft ancient hiSS. arc the Lives of the Saints, written in 125^* 
and a Chronicle of Ncllor, the earlicft hiftorian of this empire. 'J’his chronicle, to- 
gether with thofc of Novogorod, Plefcof, pf the Ukraine, Cafin, aiiib Aflracan, iha 
genealogical tables of the early gycatdukes, from Vladimir the Great to the 'ixar Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, compiled inthe.izth, 13th, 14th, and following centuries, corivinced.mc, 
that Ruffi.t is extremely rich, as well in dorunic'nts relating to Its more remote annah’, 
as ro thole of latei times t* They are all written in the .Scjavoni.'n tongue. Atpoftg the 
MSS. relating to the hilioty of Ruifia, muft not.be omitted fixteeft volumes m folio, 
cotusining an acouht of jbe negotiattoris of Pcver’s minifters, l/orp 1711 to 1716 j 
alfo thirty volumes of^^ the official correfpondence of prince Mentc|i'kof, from 17^3 to 
1717} thefe colleClions would ferve as good muteria^ towards compiling an authentic 
hiftory of Peter the Great, a work rau^h wanted. 

Ope Mb* although of very modern date, is yet Jiighly vaUle‘d, on account oF 
the auguft perfon l>y wiliom it was written, and is prefcrvrd in an .elegant box of bronae, 
gift.' It contains the inftruftions pf the Emprefs to the commitrec delegated .to foi m a 
new code of laws; mltru6lions drawn up by hcrfelf, and written with h'-r^own hand. 
This MSi is always Iplaced upon the table, whenever the members of the Acadeutf hold 
a folcmn meeting. * ‘ / • * 

Among fevml books, the librarian fhowed me a tolume, containing the Afls of 
the Apoftles,,and 4 he Epiflles* which js edrious, as being the firft book printed in 
Ruffiiif s it the date .'of 1564, ancl iftued from the prefs eftal^iiflied at M^fcow. 

♦./daPct.ftr L ’ * • t Re? CJhap. 8. ' 

% Mr NiciiMt informs us, that' this hook was ten years in the prefs, and that the immes of the drll 
pi;titf|a,were Ivan Hoderlon and Peter Timofioffson. See *■ The Origin of Printing, 1776,” p. 

7 . The 
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I'he paper is certainly of our Aianufafhire, as it bears the Englifli ilamp ; and we find 
in Hackluyt, that paper was among the firfl imports which Ruflia received from 
England. 

This library contains, p^haps, more Chinefe books than any other collefliion in 
Europe. They* arc ckfled in port-folios, and confill of two ihouiand eight hundred 
feparate pieces. An exaft catalogue has been lately made by Lcontief, who paffed 
fcveral years at Pekin, where a Ruffian church is eibblilhod, and fludenfs are permitted 
to refide for the purpofc of learning the language *. Hitherto we have been indebted 
almofl: to the French alone for accoudts of the Chinefe empirfi f. The amicable in- 
tercourfc, however, which has for fome time fubfifted between the courts ot Peterf- 
burgh and Pekin, has facilitated the acquilition cf Chinefe books j and the cftablilh- 
ment of a feminary at Pekin has led the Ruffians tc obtain a more accurate kn''wl''dge 
of that country. Hence many interefting publications have appealed atPLtvill in^h, 
relative to the laws, hiftonr, and geography of China, extracted and traflated IVotu the 
originals publiihcd at Pekin. . , 

'fbe various branches of natural biflorj' are diftributeil in didcrent apartnicJifs. 
This mufeum, which is extremely »iich in Udilvc proJuOio.is, has been confiJcrauly 
augmented by numerous fpccimons, colledled by Cmefin, Guldcnlbedi, and 

other learned profe/Tors, during their late cxpodilmus through the Ruffian empire. 

The ftufled animals and birds occupy one apartment. Am' ng the former I par- 
ticularly obferved the Efjuus Hcmimis, a fpcctes ot wild horfe, which bears the appear- 
ance of a mule : it refcmbles an afs in the mane, cars, feet, and tail, and principally 
in the black flreak down the back; in other p.iris it is like a horfe. It is the fame 
which was called by Ariftotle the Ilmioms, found in his days in Syri.'i, and which lie 
celebrates for its amazing fwiftnefsand fecundity; it is denominated by the Mongols 
djhiggeta^ which fignifics cared ; is alio known among naturaliflsby thc-naine of mitlus 
Dauricusy becaufc it is found in Dauria, about the rivers Amoor, Onon, and Orgoon. 
Thefe animals, liowever, are there obferved only in fmall numbers, detached from the 
numerous herds which inhabit the deferts of Titrtaty, to the fouth of the Ruffian do- 
mipions. Their fwiftnefs is proverbial, and is faid to exceed even that of the antelope : 
they are deferibed by the 'I'ar^ars as very fierce, and fo untradablc as not to be tamed, 
Pallas Ijas favounsl the world with an accurate defeription and engraving of this fingu- 
lar animal, in the New Commentaries of the Academy, to which 1 refer the reader, as 
well as to Poim'^ni’s account, in his Hifiory of Ouadrupeds. The other animals pc- 
cqjiar to Ruffiaand the adjacent countries, which attracled my notice, arc the wild 
ram, called ArgoU by the Mongols, by IJniiEcus Caprn Ammon, which inhabits the 
ntountaiuous dclcrts fotnh of the lake Baikal ; the Jlos Gnmnicn^ Linnmus, or 
grunting c/x of ’“^ennant, wljich inhabits T^rtary and 'I'hibct, tinf is mentioned here 
for the uncommon boau'y of the tail, full and flowing, of a glblTy and filky texfure. 
Thefe fniJs form a conlid *ral Ic artit le of exportation from 'rhibet. * The Indians faiten 
fmall bundles of the hair for fly-flaps; the Chinefe dye tjifts with a beautiful fcarler, for 
the a&coration of their caps, and the Turks employ it dk oniafncnts| to their ftandards. 
I obferved alfo the. ibex, pr bouquetin §, of Liberia, the white bear, the ermine, the 
muik-rat, the flying fquirrel ; among the ampbibiouj^umals, the fca-horfe, whufe tuik 

* See Ruffian 

f ’the iwrouot oFXioid Macartney's embaflfy, bjr^'elate Sir George fltatrpteii, Iiis added to oQt 
i^nowjedf^ of that empire. i ' 

;}; Till Euiopcans erroncoufly Aippofe thefe omamente to be made from horfe tails. 

. ^ Sm acvoant of the bouquetin, iu Tiavels in Switzedand, Letter 41. 
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Is uM ipH-ead of ivory, and the fea-otiqr, which is caught on the coafl: of Kamtchatlw, 
iinci of the Aletitw and Fox lilands/ This animal is greatly prized for its rich aid 
valuable fur, and the flvin is difpofed of to the Chinefe at a high price *. 

The cblledion of birds, infects, fi§i, iliells, dried’ plimts, all ranged in exad or4c:r» 
and after the fyftem of Linnaeus, next attr-ads the obfcrvatioti of the nataralift. 

In the cabinet of natural hiftbry, I was furprifed at the number and> variety of foflil 
bones, teeth, and horns, of the elejiliant, rhinoceros, and buflalo, difeovered* in dif- 
ferent parts of this empire, but more particularly in the fouthern regions of Siberia, 
where fhefe' animal? .wb^‘re never known to cxill. According *o the opinion of Potor, 
who," though a great monarch, was certainly no great iiatiiralift, the teeth found near 
Voronetz were the remains of elephants belonging to the army of Alexander the 
Great, who, according to fome hiftorians, crolied the i3on, and advanced as far as 
Koftinka. 'J'he celebrated Bayer conjedfurt^ f, that the bones and teeth found in 
Siberia belonged to the elephants common in that country, during the wars of the 
Mongol monarchs with the Perfians and Indians; and this plaufiblc fuppofition is in 
fome meafurq co:»roborated by the difeovery of !ho entire Ikelcton of an elephant in 
one of the Siberian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas juftly obferves, is fufficienily 
refuted by the confideration, that the elephants employed in all the armies of Indu 
could never have afforded the vaft quantities of teeth which have been already difr 
covered J. 

The fame ingenious naturalifl has given ample defeription of thefe foflil bones, and 
endeavoured to account for their origin§. On examining thole in the mufeum, he 
was led to conclude, that as thefe bones are equally difpe.fecl in all the northern re- 
gions of Europe, the climate probably was in the earlier ages fulficiently warm to be 
the native countries of the elephant, rhinoceros, and other quadrupeds, now found 
only in the fouth. But when he vifited, during his travels, the fpots where the fofllL 
bodies were found, and could form a judgment from his own obfervations, and not 
from the accounts of others, be candidly renounced his former hypotbefis, and, in 
conformity with the opinions of many modern philofophers, aflerted that they mull 
have been brought by the waters, and that nothing but a fudden and general inunda- 
tion, fuch as the deluge, could have tranfoorted them from their native epunfries to th'e 
regions of the north. In proof of this alfertion he* adds, the bones are generally found 
feparate, as if fcattcred by the waves, covered with a ftratum of mud, evidently form- 
ed by the .watere, and commonly intermixed with the remtpns of marine plantsjj, 
inflances of which he himfelf obferved during his progrefs through Siberia, and which 
fufficiently prove that thefe regions of Afia were once overwhelmed with the lea. 

The moft curious of thefe fpieciniens is the head and foot of a rhinoceros, vvhich 
were dug up entire in a bank of the Vilui, a fmall river falling into the Lena, in lati- 


• Sec Ruffian DifcoveTjfs. + Le bniyn’s Tcavcls, vbl. i. p. 63. 

t Noy. Cbm. Xm. p. 44O. ' r iri t 1 u 

'§ Nov. Com* de Gffibus bibirijc foffillbus, He*fa)TS that in no country more foiui bones been 

difeovered than in Siberia ; and that elephants’ tettb have been dug up in Inch plenty, as to make a t^iir 

liderablc article of trade. , ^ , , , * , * r 

II Pallas, iu a recent publication;, has defciibcd ^everal foffd bones lately xlug iiip'm the government of 
Cafan, fome whereot were fent to peterfburgh in j 779, and dcpofited in the mmeum or the Academy. 
The moft remarkable oPtlicle bones which he. enomerates, arc the following ; An elephant s fP 

fpans 3 5 inches long, and i y|mchc8 in circumference ; ditto, 5 feet 3 inches m length, and the 4me in 
circumference; fevcral bones of elephartts of confidcTabIc fixe ; a damaged liorn of a Ihinpc^os, a icet 4 
inches long . a jaw of a rhinoceros, 3 fpans and i-J inches long, containing two black teeth, «c. iJeiicht 
von Gebeinen groifer aullaendifcher Tbiere. Pallas’s Nordifchc Bcytragc, vol. i. p. 173* , 

voL^yj^ . 5 N 
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om^pnts confift of bracelfets, Tome of which weigh ipound j collar hi the ftiapteof 
ferp^tis ; vafes, crowns, bucklers, sngs, figures of aninials ttchly; carved ip gold sind ’ 
filver ; fabres with golden hilts, omajnented with precious ftonesf Tartar idds, and 
■ other antiquities. Some of theft; antiquities Were cirpper knives, fpears, and fwqrds,'bqt 
tht* greater part of maffive*goldj and of elegant workthanfliip. liut how are v/e to ac- 
count for the exiftence of a civilized nation, capaWe of tbeie works of art, on the banks 
of the Irtifl), the Tobol, and the Yonifei? Tliisqueftion is fatisfaftofily folvcdby Mul- 
ler, who luadc refearches, and ptibliflied an excellent treatife on the fiibjedt 

After deferibing the different fpecies of- tombs in the fouthtm parts of Siberia, he 
’ adds: “ That as in feveral the bones of mcni women, and horfes, have been found, 
with javelins, bows, arrows, and other weapons, it is evident that the fame ancient fu- 
perftition, :which ftill reigns in India, W'as formerly prevalent in Sib.ria j namely, that 
departed fouls follow the fame occupations in a future Hate, which they purfued in this 
world t. For this purpofo, at the demife of a diftinguiflied perfon, his favourite wife, 
fervanis, and horfes, were facrinced af his tomb, and buried with hiin^ and for the fame 
reafon his arms, drefs, and accoutrements, were aifo interred : Iielicc the Indian wives, 
to this day, throw tfiemfelves on the funeral pile of their hufbands.” Muller corrobo- 
rates this opinion by obferving, that according to the archives of Yakutlk, he found this 
cuffom fubfiffed among the inhabitants when theiRuflians conquered Siberia. He next 
endeavours to afeertain the people to whom thefe burial places belonged; and he is 
equally judicious in the folution of this difficult enquiry. The richefl: of thefe burial 
places, he fays, were made in the time of Zinghis Khan and his immediate fucceffors. 
The moft valuable tombs being found near the banks of the Volga, the Tobol, and the 
Irtiffi ; the next in value in the deferts of the Yenifoi ; and the pooreft in the countries 
bordering on the lake Baikal y he fuppofes them all to have been the work of the Mongol 
♦herds at different periods. 

Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khan laid the foundation of this vaff power in the beginning 
of the 13th centuiy The roving hordes of Mongols, who were firft reduced under 
his dominion, inhabited the countries about the rivers Selenga, Tola, Orkon, and Anon, 
ftivtching from the Amoor to the Mongol Defert,* which leads to the wall of China. 
Theft; hordes were at that time a poor tribe ; and hence the tombs which are found in 
thbfe parts are fcantily provided with rich accoutrements, and ornaments of value. 

Zinghis having fubjeded the Mongols, turned his arms to different quarte.’-s. With 
the aid of thefe warlike tribes, he and his fucceffofs conquered great part of China, In- 
tlejumdent Tartary, Perfia, and India, and held for fome years sdmoit all Ruffia under 
their yoke. The plunder of fuch extenfive countries centered for the moft part in the 
cipital of the chief Khan, acknowledged by all the feudal princes as the head of that 
vaft empire, whidi, on the death of Zinghis, was divided into' many independent prin- 

four Ihects of gold weired forty pounds. The robes of both looked fair and complete, but upon touching, 
crumbled into dull.”. ^ ■ . 

DemidoPs Accoqint of certain Tartarian Antiquities, in the Archseblogi^ vol. ii. p 223, 224, 

* See . Mr. Mvller^s excellent. Treatife Von den Altern Graiibcrn in Siberia in Haygold, voL ti. p. 155 ; 
alfo in the Journal of St. Pet. for 1779. 
t Or as the poet has elegantly espreifed it s 

^rm»ramgue/uUvtvtt,quir,curaniB^es. 

P^cm tquu t tadem fiquilur ttUure repojlit, AEneid, lib; vh 653. 

cipalities. 
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djsalmes. • This capital was, about the middle of the tWiteenth centufy, fituati^ be' 
tween the Yaik and Irtilh * ; and accordingly the richefi: fepulchres are difeoyer^ in 
the parts lying between thofe two rivers. 

^ Towards the beginning of the fifcitenth century, the power of the Mongols w'as anni- 
hilated in thefe parts, and there feeras no other period, but the thirteenth'and fourteerfth 
centuries, in whit'h they could have colleded fuch an itntnenfe booty as the ornaments 
found in thefe tombs feem to indicate'. * 

A long gallery contains the various drdll's of the inhabitants in the Ruffian empire, 
and of many eallern nations ; among which the Ciiinefe are the moft confiderable. One 
apartment is filliid with the dreffes, arms, and implements brotight from the nevv-dif- 
covered iflands b«tHveen Afia and America, and from the parts of the continent vifitcJ 
by the Ruffian veffols. Some of thefe fpecimens arc the fame wlilch are mentioned in 
the Journals of the Ruffian Voyages, namely, caps beautifully adorned with long flream- 
ers of hair like ancient helmets ; clothes made with the fkins of fea*otters, of rein-deer, 
and of birds painted red, and ornamented with fringes of leather, hair, or finews ; alfo 
wooden mafks, I'eprcfenting the heads of large llfli and fea-animals, which the inhabi- 
tants occafionally w'ear at feftivals f. 

In this galleryare various idols, which Pallas procured from the Calmuc or Mongol 
hordes roving in Siberia, many of whpm are ftill plunged in a ftate of the groffell idola- • 
try, and follow the religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of thefe deities are delineated 
on canvas ; others arc of clay, painted or gilt ; a few arc of bronze, chiefly procured 
from Thibet. They are moftly grotefque figures, with many hands and arms, fitting 
crofs-legged, and fimilar to thofe worffiipped by many fcdis in the Eaft : they are hol- 
low, and generally filled with relics and fentences of prayers. Engravings of the mofl: 
remarkable idols are given in Pallas’s Travels |. 

The collcdion of Ruffian coins throws a confiderable light on the early hlftory of ihij 
country. 'I'he mofl; ancient fubftitutes far money w'cre fmall pieces of leather, or of 
martens' fkin ; but in their dealings with foreigners, the Ruffians, like the Chinefe, 
exchanged their merchandize for gold and filver in bullion. The firfl mra of coining 
in Ruliia is unknown ; but the trt was probably derived from the Tartai*s. 
coins § arc ranged in nine clafles. 

1. 'I’he firfl contains thofe without inferiptions: thefe, which arc undoubtedly the 
mofl ancient, exhibit in one or two inftances a human figure on horfeback, wielding a 
fword j but art; for the moft pan ftamped with the rude reprefentations of certain 
animals, which |j denote their Tartarian origin. .The cycle or period of computation 
employed by the Tartars, was fimilar to that ftill ufed by the Chinefe and Mongols, and 
contained twelve years, each fucceffively marked by a different animal : i. a moufc j 

• Rubruqnis, in his journey to the Khan Magntf, fucceffor of Zinghis Khan, deforibes the lad river he 
t^fled to be the Yaik, and as he never mentions the Irtifli, it is probable that tiie feat of the court was 
liet ween theft two rivers. 

Thtfe ornaments are executed with fuch taftjand ch:|fance, as to render it probable that they wete exe- 
cuted by Europeans, drawn by the liberality of Zinghis Khan and his fucceifors ; and Rubruquis miff at 
the court of Magmt, William Boucher, a French goldfmith. 

f , See RufBaii Djfeoverics, alfo Cook’s and VaiKouvcr’s Voyages. ^ * 

I See Lord Macartney’s Embafly ; Turner’s Embaffy. / . 

V f Le Clerc has latclf favoured the public with a curious account of the Numifmatic Hidory of Ruffia, 
which he has rendered extremely valuable by engravings of one hundred and fevcuty.feven of the mod anaeii( 
coins. See Hid. de la Ruif. Ane. veil. ii. p. 537 to 549. " 

II Sherebatof in Jonm. St. Pet. for 1781, part ii> p. 15. 
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ft. «& 02C; 3. i tiger p 4. a hare; 5. a crocodile >Qr dragon; d. a ferpent; 7. a h(^ ; 
8. a lamb ; 9. an ape ; 10. a hen; 1 1. a dog; la. a hog> 'Of tbefe alt burthe croco* 
dile, the ape>and thl^ bare, appear on the coins ; and pefrhaps the Tartars w]|ip over- ran 
RulHa, ufed.inftead of them, the fwan, harpy, add fyren. iTbe coins Imprefited wit|t 
the figures abOve-mendone'd, vvere probably ftruck in the cOrrerponding yearstof the 
cycle. The annual tribute paid by the Rufiians (o the Tartars was marked by the am* 
mats wltich denote the particular yearcf the cycle ; and, as in fome cc^ two of thefe 
animals arc reprefented at the fame time, probably the tribute of two years was delivered 
%t once. a. Coins with a Tartar infeription cithibit intages of men on foot, or on 
horfeback, holding in their hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon'; atfo of griffins, goats, 
fowls, and fwans. 3. Goins with Tartar and Ruffian idfcriptions. 4. Coins with only 
Ruffian charafters without date. We may remark on the tliree tail clalTcs, that the 
ebaradfers infoibed on the coins were fometimes Tartar, fometimes Ruffian, and fomc- 
times both ; as the fovereigns were more or bfs lubjed to the Tartar yoke. 5. Coins 
of 'ithe Great Dukes, beginning from ValliU Demitrlevitch, and ending with thofo of 
of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in wfiich the Great Duke firfl ftrucls, money at Moi- 
Cow is not afeertained ; but from -the Ruffian infeription on the moft ancient pieces of 
this clafs, Vnais Veliki VaJftlU the Great Duke Vaffili, probably about the )ear 1424. 
when Vaffili Dcmitricvitch obtained a complete victory over.Kundal, Khan tif the Tar 
tars. The year before the death of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. a coin was ftruck by Ariflotle 
of Bologna, who, with other fijreign artifis, wms tlrawn by that Prince to Molcow. 
6. Coins of the princes of the blood who held independent principalities, thofe of Ga- 
litz, Svenigorod, Moffiaifle, Bteloferu, Safdal, Refan, 1 l ver, &,c. 7. 'fhofe of the prin- 

cipal towns, which had the right of coming ; Novogorod, Plefcof, Mofeow, I'ver, &c. 
I'he moft ancient are thofe of Novogorod, where the Tartar nionej had no currency ; 
<as the commercial intcrcourfc with foreign ^nations has introduced the Lithuanian and 
Swedifh fpecie. ' 

8. Coins from the Tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to the majority of Peter thp Great. The 
firfl gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan, w'hcn the impreffion was greatly ini- 
pKYi'cd. On fome of thefe pieces I obfervea on one fide the fpread-eagle and an uni- 
c6rn, and on the reverfe, the fpread-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon on its 
breafl. The firfl introdufl:ion of the fpread-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to the mar- 
riage &f Ivan Vaffilievitch I. with the Greek Princefs Soph><t, in whofe right he is faid 
to have founded pretenfions to the Greek empire, and to have borne that device upon 
his grms. But we have no proof of the fa£l;, either from the coins' pf this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Herberflein and Poifevinus ; and Ivan Vaffilievitch II. was un- 
doubtedly the firfl Prince under whom the device of the fpread-eagle was Handled on 
the coin ; but hiftory is fdent on what occafiqnit was affiamod. ’ The firfl rouble, which 
before was only ufed like our pound flerling in computing, was coined by Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitoh. In this clafs are three coins reiparkabio' in the hiftoiy of the empire : the 
firfl is ai» Ruffian ducat, having the heads of -the jfcvo Tf^rs Ivan and Peter Alexievitch 
on'one fide, and on the other thaf of th^ filler Sophi^ with thei crown,, feeptre, and 
royal robes. The others are two coisis Ivan and Peterj, which baffle the conje&ures 
of hiftorians t they bear no date; and as thefe 'Priatea wem joint ‘fov'ereigns, no anti- 
quary has accounted Sortthsn feparate repMentation, /Alicii the anoney during their 
r^gn wa.s, excepting in this iofiance, uniformly Imprefied wltli both their hcadsi 9. The 
laJl cl^'s comprifes alt the tnon^ifilied by Peter and his fuccefiovstf upon Comparing 
thefe with the precedihg coifts, it is e/ident to the comthonefl obferver, how much the 
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correSeid by Peter theCrcat on his return from his travels ; and.fhat fince his 
dme it has grhdualiy degenerated *. 

^ The {^inet is rich in .^«i);srn coins j containing, among others, thofe Of the Caiiphs 
jf){ Arabia and Samaroand ; of the'^hans of Bulgaria4 Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of 
the< Mongol tribe called by the Rufllans the Golden Hordd*. Among the Indian j^ces 
are the twelve roupccs, rcprefendngjthe twelve figns of the Zodiac, of Queen Nourma- 
haH, whofc hiftory, rdiafed in tho travels of Tavernier f, has more the air of att Eaftern 
tale than of a true natfative L 

In an adjedning apartraentjel was ftruck with a waxen figure of Peter the Gt^at, as 
large as hie, fitting in an armed chair. The fcatuies bear an exafl relemblance to the 
original, being taken from a mould applied to his face when dead, and coloured in 
imitation of his cumpkxion. 1 he eye-brows and hair are black, the eyes dark,^ the 
complexion fwarthy, the afpefl: ferocious, and the iiead inclined to one fine, according 
to his iifual habit. He was very tall ; and on meafuring the figure, as well as the pof* 
ture would permit, the height exceeded fix feet. It is clothed in the only full drefs 
which that Emperor ever w'orc, the fame which* he had on, when he placed the crown 
upon the head of his beloved Catherine. Ihis drefs is of blue filk richly embroidered 
with filver; the (lockings of fle(h coloured filk, with filver clocks. But I ihould have 
received more fatisfaftion in coutenjplating this great monarch’s image, dielTed in the 
plain green imiforin, and brafs-hilted fword and hat, which are preferved in the fame 
room, and were worn by him at the battle of Pultava ^ the hat is pierced near the 
crown by a muiket ball. This apartment contains alfo the trow'firs, worfted (lockings, 
ihoes, and cap, which he wore kt Sardam, when he worked as a fiiipwright in the cha* 
raster of Mafier Peter. 

The Acaflemy of Sciences have paid the greateft rcfpecl to the memory of their il- 
lufirious founder, by prclerving in their mufeum the horfe which he rode at the battle 
of Pultava, two favourite dogs, his turning-lathe and tools, fevoral fpecimens of Iiis 
workmatifiiip ; an iron bar, with the following inlcription; “ 1 724, Thurfday, Feb. 21, 
His Majelly Peter I. being at Olonetz, foiged this Wr with bis own hand.” I muft 
not omit three goblets of filvetv pWented to the fame monarch on launching threiUhip3 
of the tine, conllrufled under his immediate dire£lioi). One of thefe goblets, ctm- 
taining fixty-(ivc medals t)f the French Kings, w‘»s the gift ot the Emprefs Catherine, 
who equally availed hcifelf of her huiband's virtues and foibles to wu\ his afle^ons. 
Another article which enji^aged my attention, was the model of a v»»flel ^ one hundred 
and twenty guns, given by Williatn III. to Peter during his refideftce in England. 
The Emperor, who had received many marks of the King’s friendfhi^, prefented him 
with a diamond of great value, wrapped in k piece of common brown paper ; an em> 
blcm of himldf and his nation, whofe yirtues and abilities were yet undqr acoarfe< 
cover. ‘ > 

This account of the Academy of Sciences ihould not be clofed without mentioning 
the Celefiial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp^ placed in a detached building, lo ijrefme 
it from ^re. It is* a large hollow i|ihere, eleven feet in diameter, containittg a 
table, and feats for twelve perfotiSk f The infidc rejprefents the vifible furface of the 
: ’the ilfm are dtdinguilhed, according to their refpcflhre ni»gnitud^, by ^Idedt 
aails* Ibis fot toTthe meridian of Peterfburgn ; and, being turned by a curious apiece 

^ V * V 

*' 6ee Eflai fur la Bib. p<-S4j;, Verfuch ucbtlr die aUes Rnffiohen Maentieen, 'Jaurni St, Pat. *78*. 
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<n’ mechanIfnV, cxliibiis the true pofition of the heavens. 'I'iie outfnJe reprefents the 
lerreRriai globe. This machine is called ihe Globe of Goltorp, iroin tiie origi-iid of 
that name, which, at the expeuce ofjrederic III. Duke o/ MoKlcin, was ercaed at Got- 
torp by AndtteW Bnlh, under the direflion of Athhn Olearius*. It was jilanncd after 
a ctefign found* among the' papers of the cdebraied 'lyoho Brahe, and pixf nial by 
Frederic IV. King of Denmark to Peter the Gre;^t, who faw it in 171-, and exprclled 
much faftisfadfion ai its curious flrucfure and mLchanifm. 'i'hc carriage df fij cumbrous 
a machine from Goltorp to Peterfburgh was attended with gr(?at cxpeiicc and labour. 
It was conveyed over the fnow' upon rollers and fledges to Riga*, and from lliencc was 
foit by fea to the new. metropolis f. Tiiis fpherc was afierwards ervepHi in the building 
of the Academy of Sciences, and burnt in 1747. From the iron plates or ledciut:"’ 
the prefent globe was conffruiiifcd, with confiderable additions, and placed, in ly:;!, 
in its prefent pofition. It is of the fime fizcas the original ; ami is far jirel* jv.bl- > be. 
caufe all the modern difeoveries in geography and aflronomy have been added, I'hu 
meridian and hoVizon were formcil by Scott, an Englifh mechanic j. 

The Academy of Arts was eftablilhed by Elizabeth, at the fuggeftion of Tout!'. 
Schuvalof, and annexed to the Academy of Sciences : the fund was 4,000!. per annum, 
ami the foundation for forty fcholars. Catherine formed it into a fepartate inflitntior;, 
enlarged the annual revenue to x 2, cool, .and augnjenled the number of Icholars to 300 ; 
ihe alfo conftrucTted, for the ufe and accommodation of the members, a large circulai 
building, which fronts the Neva. 'Hic fcholars are admitted at the age of fix^ continue 
until they have attained tlfat of eighteen ; am! arc inftruded in reading, writing, arith- 
nietic, the French, and German languages, and drawing. At the age of fourteen they 
are at liberty to chufe any of the following arts, divided into four claffes. i. Painting 
in all its branches of liiflory, portraits, battles, and landfcapes j architeftiire ; Mofaic • 
enamelling; &c, 2. Engraving on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving m 
wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making, turning, inflrument-making, calling 
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• Bufcliing: Er Jbcfcln iVburijj, article 'Goltorp. 

Moti aye’s Tr.;ve].s. 

“ ■ ' y^^i'raveilers arc too apt, in dcfcribinj^ foreign conrunVt-, to overlook their own, find (o repruic.,: 
objcdils as extraordinary and peculiar, which may foinettnies be foniid in gieater peritv, i .n itoii'C, 1 d? 
avoid ihf; imputation of this partial pnicccdiiig, I Ihall iiere add, that thiii allroiionuVal u.d.Liu’ip: i;* Uw inh: . 
rior in i’Uc to one tredkd iU Pembroke college, in the univi iiity of Cambridge, by the hue Dr. Long, 
liiafter of, that locieiy, which is thus deferibed 1 y thr dt>6or iiimlclf : 

1 have, in a j:ooni lately built in Pemlrokt>t.'';r;l, erected a fplicre (»r eighteen ftt t di.m.eicr. wln rein 
above thirty perfons may fit ccnveniently ; the tiurenct- into it is over ihe i'uuth pole, be ID lb. pi; the 
frame of the fpherc courdl.iwif a mimber of iron mcrid]an.s, not complete femicirles, the nnitlieiD ends ol 
which are ferewed to a large rt'uiid plate of btah^, with an hole in the centre of it ; llirough tni'i hole IroE; 
abeam in the ceiling, comes the north pole, a ronijd iron rod, about three inciicT. long, ai d hipiioits ihc 
iippcr parts of the fpherc to its proper clrvation (or the latitude of Cambridge; the lower part of the 
fpherc, id nmeh ot it as is inviriblctn England, r.cui off ; and the lower or foutlieni ends of the men’dians, 
or iruncaled ienticij'cKs, u rmlnate on, and are h rewtd down to, a Ifrong circle bf oah, of about thirlecD 
feet diameter, which, when tin. fphtre is put into motion, run.'s upon laige rollers of lignum vita;, in thcv 
manner that the tops of fume wind-mills are made to rum round. Upon the iron meridians is fixed a zo- 
diac uf tin painted blue, wl»cicon the ecliptic and heliocentric orbits oi the planets arc draw n, and the con- 
ftcUations and ftars traced ; the great and little Bear and Draco are already painted in their places round 
the north pole ; the reU of the conileiiations are propofed to follow^; the whole is rtirned round iHtli a 
fmaW winch, with as' lit lie labour as it takes to wind up a jack, though the weight of i he iron, tin, and 
wooden circle, is about a thoufand founds. When it h made ufe oC a planetarium will be placed in tlic 
middle thereof. The wdiole, with the floor, is well fupporttd by a frame of large timber.” 

Since the above wj(i8 written, the fphtre has been completely finiflied ; and all the conlUllations and ffars 
,of''ltUe northern hcmifphcrc, vifible at Cambitkige, are painted in their proper places upon plates of iron 
joiae^bgcthe^hichlorm one concave lurtacc, 
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l^atucs In bronze and other metals, imitating gems and medals in comnofitions, gildini, 
and vamilhi^jg. . o . 

Prizes are annually diftributecl to thofe who excel in any particular art; and from 
thofe who have obtained four prize?, twelve are felccled, who arc fent abroad at 
charge of the einprefs. A certain fum is fent to defray thnr travelling expcnccs ; and 
when they are fettled in any town, th^y receive an annual (alary of which is conti- 
nued during four years. There is almall affortment of paintings for the ufe‘ of the 
fcholars ; and tliofe who have made grtat progre/s are permitted to copy the pictures 
in the imperial coileftion. 'I’herc are alfo models in plailter of the bell antique llatues 
in Italy, all executed at Rome, of the fame hze with the originals, which tlie artifts of 
the Academy wo' c enijdoycd (o cad in bronze. We obferved feveral finifljcd pieces oi’ 
drawing, painting, andfciilptore, w^hich had much merit, and feemed to predid the fu- 
ture; improvement of the arts in Rudia. 

'I’hougjh this inditution is admirably calculated for promoting the liberal art$, and 
ddbrves the highed encomiums, we mud not be furprifed on confidering the fmall ef- 
f( cl.s w'liich have hitherto flowed from this endowment. I'he fcholars for the moll part 
make a confiderable progrefs during their continirince in the academy, and many im- 
prove themfelves ‘abroad. It is remarkable, however, that the perfons of the greatefl 
me*rit often fettle in other couturles ; oi^ if they return, foon fink into an indolence, which 
appears almoft national, 1 he cauio of this failure feems to proceed from the little en- 
couragement whicii they receive frcvir. the nation in general. The fovereign may rear 
artids, like foreign plants in a hoi bed, at a prodigious exp -i^cc, and by condant culti- 
vation ; but uniels the lame cai'efls continued when they are brought to maturity, they 
will ficken by ncgiccK And it is impoflible even for a monarch, however inclined to 
proted merit, or for a few of the nobility who follow fuch an illudrious example, to 
diffufe love tor the works of art among a people who mud fird imbibe a degree of taftef 
which can only be acquired by experience : and if thofe who excel are not didinguifhed, 
they cannot feel that noble fpirit of emulation which excites to excellence. As, the 
nation, however, is gradually drawing towards a higher date of civilization and re- 
finrment; ihefe indituiions mud 1l)e produdive of more extenfive and permaftatf^ 
effeds. ^ ^ ' 

Tlie free Oiconomical Society, or the Society for the Prdrnotion of Agriculture, at 
Peterfburgh, owes its origin to the following occafion : The Emprefs one day at table 
exprefiing berlclf w'ith warr. ih on the advantages tiid.t would refult from fuch al'oeiety, 
fird ruggede d the idea to Prince Orlof who happened to be prefent. In* conformity to 
the willies of his imperial inidrefs, he and fourteen other perfons, men of rank and 
learning, adimlfled in June 1765, drew up rules, formed themfelves into a regular fo- 
ciety, and laid liie plan beibre the emprefii, who fignified her approbation by an anfwer, 
written with her own hand. 

“ The defign which you have juft formed for the improvement of agriculture and 
hufbandry, is highly agreeable to us ; and your labours w-ill be regarded as eifediial 
proofs of a true zeal and love for your country. We confidcr the plan and the r?gu- 
lations, by which you have bound yoiirfelves, as deferving our approbation, and we 
giacioufly allow ^ou to be called The Free CEconomical Society. You may reft aflured, 
that we lake your fofiety under our proteSion : we not only confent that you ufe our feal 
and imperial coat of ai*ms,; but, as ‘a particular mark of our good will towards you, 
we permit you to bear our device in the center of our imperial coat oft arms j namely, 
.at hive, to which beesard bringing honey, with thi motto ‘ Profitably.* 

VOL. vi. **We 
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« gratify, moreover, your fociety with 6000 roubles, towards the purchafe of 
a convouejit houfe, as well for your meeting, as for the purpofe of holding a library 
on fubjeds of agriculture. Your labours will, under the prote^ion of' Divine Provi- 
dence, be highly afivantageous to you and your pditcrity; and we will not fail, in pro- 
portion as youf aeai difpla/s iifclf, to increafe our good-will. 

** CXiober3i, 1765. Catharine.” 

The fociety confifts of a prefident, who is changed every four months, and of aa 
indefinite number of members. I'he candidate for admifiion muft be propofed by three 
members, and is rejofled or admitted by the majority of the perfons prefent. The 
fociety is chiefly fupported by the voluntary contributions of its members, whofc num- 
ber in 1781 amounted to one hundred and feventy-ninc. The affnnbly meets regu- 
garly once a week, when the papers on agriculture and fimilar fubj(,ds are ri.id. 
Thofe which are thought worthy of publication are printed at the cxpence ol the Em- 
prefs, for the profit ot the fociety. The work is fold at a low price ; and twelve coplfcs 
are forwarded gratis to the governors of each province, to be difiributeil in the fcvcral 
governments. The tranfadions are cither written or tranflated into the Ruflian language, 
and printed in oftavo. ^ ’ • 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confifting of gold and filver medals, or money, 
fometimes to the amount of 140I., for the bctl folutions of certain queflions relative to 
agriculture, and for improvements in hufbandry. The Emprefs, in the true fpirii of 
this inftitution, fends fevi|ral young men into England, to ftudy praftical agriculture. 
They are chiefly recommended to Arthur Young Efq Audio hasalillinguiflicd bimfelf by 
many excellent woj;ks on various branches of hufbandry j and who was clc£lcd in the 
moft honourable manner a member of this fociety. 

.. In Peterfburgh are two fcminarics for the tjducation of the nobility j the Corps cic Ca- 
4 ets for males, and the Lo Couvent di.s DemoifiUes Nol>h for fciuales. 

The houfe appropriated for thefeminary of thccidets, was formerly a p. lace belong- 
ing to prince Mentchikof fituated in thp Vaflili Ollrof, and contains, including the ca- 
. ibtft at lead two thoufand perfons. This indiiufion owes its origin to the Etiijirtfs 
A'qne, by the advice of Marmal Muific, but has been fo much improved, and the lund 
fo confid'erably enlarged, by Catherine II. that her majelly may almoll be called its 
ibundfefSt The annual income is 32,000!. for tlic reception of fix luuidred boys. 

In November 1778, there were four hundred and eighty nobles, audfixiy-four gym- 
nafiafls, or children of inferior ranks, who' are dcfigncd to bo tutors to iioblemen’s chil- 
dren, and are inftrufted in claffical literature. The nobles are chiefly Intended lor the 
army,- and are drefled in uniforms ; a few except ctL^troo follow a civil line. The chil- 
dren are admitted at the age of fix, and ren\ain fi§^h years : Uiey an- divided into five 
clafies, land learn Krenc|i|. peitmu^ arithmetic, ’^tifiqwjbn, taCiics, hiitory, and geo- 
graphy. They alfo receive leiSbns in dancing, fencing, and riding, and fome in draw- 
ing and mnfic. TTie boys whofe gehius prompts them to fuch ftmlics, are provided 
with- malkers in the Latin, Englifli, and Tartar tongues. 'Phe cadets are divided into 
companies j and regularly trained io_mil^'ry exercifes. During fix weeks in fuiuincr 
they form an encampment near the towpfare reviewed, and perform all ihc manoeuvres 
of war. Prizes of books, gold jind medals, ribbands, and' ftars, are annually 
;di!lributp(i among ihofe wh 'excel, ai well in their rifpediVe lludies and employments, 
as in their exerciles. Of thofe whofe merit has entitled them to fix prizes, tluree are 
'annually fele^cd to travel, with allowance to each of 120I. per annunu 
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The boys are brought up in the hardieft manner ; they are not, evenlntnnter, clad 
in furs, nor always indulged in the ufe of ftoves. They a^*e habituated to all kinds of 
exerdfe, and particularly to runniiig arid leaping. . I faw feme of the Urged cadets en- 
gaged in thefe manly diverfions. At the further end -of a Urge hall ftood a leath/jm 
horfe, the highcft part of which was at lead fix feet. They leaped ovc¥ it in every’di- 
reftion, fpining over the head, vauUed into the feat, turned themfeWes round on it, 
poifed thcmfclycs on their han^ with their head on the faddle and their (eit uf the air, 
and then threw thcmfelves from that poflure upon the floor on their legs ; with other 
feats, which they performed with as much cafe and agility as tbO mofl, expert tumblers. 
Tilde cxcrcifes arc of great ufe in ftretching their limbs, opening their cherts, and ren- 
dering them robuft and adivo. In every department great attention is paid to cleanlineis, 
and the bo) s ate lemarkably healthy. Once or twice in winter, the cadets are permitted 
to give a mafquerade and ball to the principal nobility, on which occafion, fome of the 
young ladies from the female feminary are generally invited as partners for the upper 
boys. One of jhefe entertainments, at wliich yve were prefent, was conduced with 
great elegance and propriety. 

The feminary for the education of the female nobility, ufually called Le Couvent dcs 
Dcmotfelles Noblts, is fituated at the extremity of the luburbs of Alexander Ncvfki. 
The edifice, which is a large quadrangular building, was eroded by Elizabeth for a nun- 
nery ; but was converted by Catherine to its prefent ufe, and endowed with a falary of 
] 6 ,oooi, per annum. It was 6 rrt opened in 1754, for the rrccptton of children : the 
foundation is for two hundred nobles, and two hundred and forty bourgeoifcsy or rhil- 
dren of lower rank. To thefe the Emprefs has added fifty fupernumerary nobles, called 
pcnjionainsi and Mr. Betfkoi, the humane ^redor of all thefe ufeful focieties for edu* 
cation, fupports forty bour^eoifes at his own cxpence. The girls are admitted between 
the age of five and fix, and quit the feminary about eighteen. Formerly the young \»- 
dies and the bourgeoifes were brought up in the fame manner, without the lead attention 
to difference of rank and fortune ; but this plan is wifely amended, and tlusy now re- 
ceive an educa'^j; more adapted to their refpedive fituations in life. 

They are be “'Ofivided into four claffes. The fiirt clafs is habited in whitu* 
fecond in light Uoiin, the third in green, and the loweft in chocolate. The drefs'of 
the bourgeoifes is coarfer than«.thc young ladies ; the firrt clafe of whom wear alfo black 
handkerchiefs and green ajirons j while the bourgeoifes are clothed entirely m* white. 
They all learn reading, writing, accounts, and needle- work. The young hidics’Hre 
fcparatcly inftrufkcd in hiflory and geography, and acquire, bofide*a grammatical 
knowledge of thrir nadve tonj^c, the French, German, and Italian languages, and 
receive IcflTons in dancing, mafic, and drawing, according to the bent of their genius, 
Inrtead of thi&fe accompliftments, the bot^geo^s are employed in (he management of ^ 
houfebold affairs ; they prepare and waih their own linen, are taught to make bread, 
nnd trained to the art of cookery. One of the apartments was hung with the defigas, 
paintings, charts, genealogical tables, and ether trophies which difplayed the ingenuity 
of the young ladies. Thofe who diftinguifh thcmfelves, receive annual prefents,*ct)n- 
filling chiefly of ribbandi^ which are%om in bows at their fides. . 

On die day in winch wp vifited this noble foundation, a hundred poor women dined 
in the hall, and vvete attended by the young ladies, who diftrlbuted to each perfon a 
fmall filverobin, and' affew yards of liinen. This ceremony was inftituted to intulcate 
in their tender minds an attention to the poor, and a readinefs to relieve diftrefs* 

The quadrangular bbilding contains an elegant theatre, in which the ydung ladfc^ 
ixcafinnally z 6 c plays. We were prefent at a reprefe^atation, and were greatly entcr- 
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tained with the performance. The theatre is a circular room, neatly painted with freer 
m imitation of.a landfcape, and feemed capable of containing four hundred, fpedtators. 
The pieces La Scnuinf Mahroffc^, and IJOracle, both performed in the French, 
tongue ; the firft by young ladiesiof lixteen or fovetiteen years of age, and the lad by 
others of ten or'twelve. 335 th parties afted with fpirit, and difplayed great propriety in 
gelture and elocution. 1 was greatly aftoaifhsd at the purity with wliich : they pro- 
iiouncednhe French tongue. I'he reprefentation was conluded by a ballet, and various 
dances, adapted to the ages and ftrengtb of the feveral performers. The national 
dajice was introduced ; it is executed by two pcrfotis, who c(#ntlnue nearly on tlic 
fanie fpot, but ufc a variety of movements with the arms, body, arid head, while their 
flioulders are elevated and deprefled in exaft meafure. It is expreffive of a eburUhip ; 
firft languilbing looks, coynefs, refufal, and invitation ; at length the two dancers, 
liaving once or twice changed places, make a couple of circles brillily, and conclude 
. with an embrace. 

The play was followed by a ball and fupper, to which were admitted feveral of the 
nobility arid foreign gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. At twelve a collation was 
ferv^ oii feveral tables, at which parties promifcuouHy ranged themfelvcs. I was 
walidng about the room, one of the young ladies obfeiving a foreigncr^iinpifOvided 
with a feat, quitted the table where fhe was fitting, and politely invited me to make one 
of her party, an invitation I immediately accepted. 1 withdrew, with the relb of the 
company, at two o’clock in the morning, highly delighted with the cafe and irinocent 
vivacity of my fair enterttiiners, vvhofe politenefs and affability befpoke thq! elegant 
ijjirit of the inftitution. 1 ji 


Chap, Anecdotes of Frofejfor Pallas.— His Travels and Works.— Circumjlances 

of Dr. Samuel GmeUn*s Death.— Memoirs of Guldcnjlacdt. — His Travels Into Georgia 
aMd Jmetsefia. — Reception at the Courts of the Princes Her acUus and Solojflon.—Wof^s 
.cfGuldenfaedt. 
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THE eminent naturalift and traveller, Peter Simon Pallas *, Is fon of .Simon Pallas^, 
a nati'tie of johannifburgh in Pruflia, who was profeffor of forgery at Berlin, and 
diftingdiihed hjnifelf among the writers of phyfic, by a Trcatife pn tlift (derations of 
■S- iye rv. publilhed in 1 763 ; and by a Supplement on the Difeafos of Jg^ 3 owels, in 
f in which'-year he died, at the age of feventy-fix. ^ 

; j Pallas was born at Berlin, on the aad of September ^741. He re- 

C^iye'd fhe early pa,rt^^o bis education from private tutors in his father’s houfe, under 
%hSm he made aifalionilhing progrefs. Ariaong the preceptors t^ whom the great na- 
•t^rilift expr^cs his particular obligations, mull be diftinguilhed Jobn Mardn fSheyling, 
him more like a friend than amafter.. Shey ling beiri^ iiitJt'arr inelegant 
writer, iiriid particularly attached to poetry, the young^ f^^^ imbibed from his 
niafter’s inftrtiflidhs and example a tafte for poetry, and comppfed feveral pieces in 
yerfe,- w^ to the public.’ To the fame perfori be was likewife in- 

dehtM. to a very early attachment to entomology. Bang delUned to ‘ftridy phyfic fo 
earJ!y.is'’ the thirteenth year of Ins age, lie attended a ccurfe of ledures on anatomy, 

Vy vl jjidebttd ti> Mr. Fallaiy Mtiifelf, for many anecdotes of his eatly }ife,:attd forfome part of the 
Tf mainihg account of the learned jiTpfefforjto my ingenious ftiritid Dr. Pultentar, well known to the public 
by Wsl ^ Ccneryiikyv of the Writings of 
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pHyfiology, ’botany, medicine, and furgery, under profeflqi^ Mcckclj Sproegel, Gle* 
ditch, Rolof, and his father, and applied himfelf with great affi'diiity to anatomical 
did^ilionS. He niade fqch rapid advances in ihefe branches of i'cienct*, that, in the 
bej^nhing of 1758, he was ensblecr to read a courfe#bf public tedyres on anatortjy, 
which .every fubjed, who pra^ilM phylic in Prttfiian dominions,* is obliged to 
give, as a proof of his proficiency. Yet, although thus occupied fe his profeffional 
labours, his indefatigable gdtiius ftil)^ found leifure to purfue the Audy of infeds, and 
other branches of j^ldgy, fojywhk^^ he fecins at an early period to have conceived a 
prediledion, and in which ha: etnineiitly excck 
In the autumn Mv Pallas repaired to the univerfity of Halle, where he’attended the 
ledures of ttexelebrated Segner on mathematics and.phylics, and improved his know- 
ledge of mineralogy In the environs of that city.. " 

In the fpring of' 1.759, he removed to Gottingen ; and, although a long and dan- 
gerous illnefs prevented him from profecuting his Itndies with his iifual ardour; yet 
ho reaped great --benefif from the inftru6fions of the phyficians Roederer and Vogel, 
and improved his general knowledge by his acccls to the public library. 

During his relidence'at Gottingen, he made luiineroiis experiments on the effe£f of 
potions and other violent remedies, applied himlelf to the diiredion of animals, and 
formed repeated obfervations on ths worms which breed in the intelfines, on which 
fubjt cl: he compofed an ingenious treatife; under the title of Da inf 0 s viveniibus Ultra 
<i.7'W«//b,.defcribing with fuigular accuracy thofe worms which are found in the human 
body. . •'■■■..• 

Tn July 1760, he was attraded to the univerfity of tfyden by the fctine of the celei 
brated phyticians and naturalilts Albinus, Gaubius, apd Mufehenbroek ; and by them 
he was noticed as, a young nun of promifing genius and indefatigable ardour. His ta- 
lents particularly recommended him to the favour of. Gaubius, the principal profelTort 
In December he took his dodor’s degree, and diftinguilhed himfelf by an inaugural 
dilTcrtation, in which he defended, by new experiments, the dllTerta.tion on worms com- 
pofed. at Gottingen. 1 

During his rcfidence at Leyden, natural hiftory became his predominant pinfuit'^ 
he employed ail the time which he could fteal from his prpfeffional (ludies in vifiting 
the public and private cabinets of natural faiftdry, with which I.eyden abounded, and: 
was particularly charmed witli the coiledion of Gronovius. 

Having vifited, the pficcipati.qities’ of Holland, he direded his epurfe, to Jbbndbn, 
where he arrived in July 1761, vvith a view to improve his knowledge pt, medicine and 
furgei'y. But be now fo much abforbed in his paffion, for natural hilloryv that, he 
negleded every other purfuit, ancTdevot^ himfelf to this favourite branch pf feieace.' 
He feemed to have no other dccupatlpn by day^than to :^amme the various iCoUedidns’ 
and to perufe the priheJ^ books which hd/could procure on the fub|eid^;;Of;; natural 
hiltory ;; nayi he in thdfg piwfuitSj, that,ije frequently emplbyed the greater 

part of the,,|u^if ah&pccafm whole nights fogether,,^^^^^^ mei with 

any new pUblicattpi|J:! whicK^^ curiofity, With a view of cxtendiii^ bis 

icnowMge^ hie tpp| and pardilularly in Suffex ; and I 

have often hedrdl^ih/Iatodnt w itoiErdti that the fcantinefs of his income did hot per- 
nait him to ex»tehi|?|®?irSS^rcbes to tno ptipqpal’ par^ bf Great BfitsdhV 
Being ait length, fttmftioned by his father to Berlin, he quitted London with regret 
in April 1762; and repaired to. Harwich to., embark immediately f<>r Holland ; but 
being fortunately detained; , fevebl days hy opntrary winfls, he exainined the fea- 
' ■ ■' ’ ■ ■coall, 
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coafl, and collected various marine produfUons. On the ijth of May, he landed ift 
Jlolland; and, paffing through the Hague, Leydeh, Amfterdam, and the circle of 
Wefiphalia, arrived at Berlin on the i zth of June, ^ 

To commence the praitice of his proftflion, his father fent him to Hanover for the 
puipofe of pr&curing ihc ’place of furgeon in the aJHed army ; but en his arrival itl 
Jul}, the peace •being nearly concluded, he returned to Berlin. He therepalTula 
year, vi^hith he chielly employed in preparing materials for a Fuitna Infeilonum Mar- 
<hica } or a Defcriplio;i of the lufutls In the March of Brandenburgh $ the mauufeript 
ol which now remains uripubliflied In the poflbflion of profelfor Sandford, at Leyden, 
bccaufc the author diffidently dteoniied it unworthy of publication. 

Animated by his prcdilcdion for natural hifloiy, he extorted his fathciirs confeut to 
fottlc in Holland, and arrived in Seplember at the Hague, where he obtaiiiod a Ictilc- 
ment through the recommendation of Gaublus. 

Ilis reputation as a man of icience being cftabllfhed, he was defied Fellow of the 
Royal Society ol London, and mcro|jer of the academy Des Curieux,de la Natwe, to 
both of which focicties he had previoufly lent feme interefting papers. 

His intimacy with tbe moft. celebrated naturalffis in Holland, particularly with thofe of 
the Hague, 'who had juft cftabliflied a llrcrary fociety ; the free accefs wliich he had to th( 
mufeum of the Prince of Orange,and other curious cabinets; the fyilematic catalogues of 
thofe colleClions which he drew up, feveral of which he gave to the public, contributed to 
advance his knowledge of natural produflions in the various parts of the globe ; and to 
fumifb him fuch materials as gave birth to thofe accurate compofitions which have 
defervedly diftlngulffied him as the firft xoolog/ft of LiirOpc. One of his firft w'orks in 
this branch of fcience, which reypdered him eminently confpicuous, was Jilcmlm Zoo- 
phytorwn- 

t J he attention which Pallas beftowed on the Zoophytes, or animal-plants, in the 
inveftigation of the w'orms infefting the human body, particularly the uncommon na- 
ture of theVawAt, or tape-worn, as he acknowledges, fcenivS to l;ave led him into this 
line of natural fcioncc. In this work, which is printed in oflavo, after treating on the 
/haXt;re of thefe animals in a general way, and giving the various opinions of authors 
relating to the place they ought to hold in the Syftem of Nature, he delcribos, Iront 
his own infpeftion, moie than two hundred and feventy fpecics of thofe worms and 
uuimaflcules, which are known under the generical names of polypes, corals, madre- 
pores, corallines, fett pens, Kznia or tape- worm, Iponges, fea-fans, &c. 

The free adeefs which he had to the mufeyra of the Prince of Orange, and other 
curious collefUoos in Holland, enabled him to enriph his work with the defcripiion of 
various produfUons, brought from both Indies. IJe has deferibed each fpecics at large, 
and given it a n^w name, charaaeriftic of itg real diftinaiona ; and (whit efpecially in- 
creafes the Value of his vrcrk) he has extricated, as far as poflible, the fynonyras of 
former autliors, both ancient and modem $ thus rendering his hook highly uidful to 
tJiofe who are curious in this brihe^ of natural 

*I» a dedication to his ]Fiyciilarwa$<i9li^a» publimed in the fame year, the author lays 
before the Prince of Ofauge a^lan iot a .voyage tojheOape’of Gopd^Ope, and to the 
other Dutch fettlemcnts in the Raft Indies j ^nd wipers, imprilod hyanardpur of feien- 
tific, knowledge, he offered to undertake apd fuperimond. This plan, calculated to 
improve our acquaintance with th« natural hiftory fly ^h6fe regions, Wias ftrondy re- 
commended by* Gaubius, and approv^ by the' Prince ; but obftruOled %y the 
•author’s father, who recnlled him to'Berlin. ‘ t 

PaWas, 
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Pallas, with great reluflance, quitted Holland in November 1766; and on his return 
to' Berlin, he arranged his numerous materials for the public. But he had fcarccly 
begun to publilh his Sjikikgia ZoqJogkOf before lie was invited by the Emprefs Cailia- 
rine n. to accept the proftflbrlhip of natural hiftory^in the Imperial Academy of 'Sci- 
ences. . Although in this indance his father and relations again withheld their confenr, 
yet the author's ardent zeal for hi| favourite feience, and an irrefihible defivo to vifit 
regions fo little known, and abounding in the produdions of nature, induced him to 
haften his departure fora country, where liis curiofity was likely to be amply gratified, 
lie accordingly quitted Berlhi in June 1767, and arrived at IVicrfijurgh on tlu: loih of 
Auguft. 

He made his appearance among the Ruffians at a critical peiiod. The Emprefs had 
already ordered the Academy of Sciences to fond allrouOmtrs into various parts of the 
Rulfian empire, to obferve the tranfir of Vtnus over the fun’s diflc, in 1769. Being 
jult returned from a voyage down the Volga, anil from vifiiing the interior provinces 
of European Ruflia, the*cnlighlened fovereign lud perceived the deficiency of the topo- 
graphical accounts, and anticipated the advantage of deputing learned men tifvifit the 
diflaut provinces of her extenfive dopiinions, with a view to enlarge the bounds of fei- 
ence, and fpread the knowledge of ufeful arts among the natives. For this purpofe 
Catharine had direded the Academy 10 fend, in company with the Aftronomers, thet 
inofl. able naiuralills and philofophers, Pallas having oiFored to accompany this, expe- 
dition, was charged with drawing up general inftrudions for the naturalills, and grati- 
fied w'ith the choice of his affociates. To him was fub»aifted, at liis own rcqneil, the 
tondud of the expeditiviu to the call of the Volga, and towards the extreme parts of 
Siberia ; a^d he w'as beft tiiticulatcd for that expedition, as the elder Gmelio, his pre- 
curfor in thofe regions, had^ almoft entirely negleded zoology. Pallas employed the 
winter in forming a fyflematic catalogue the animals in the cabinet of the Academ/ ; 
in putting into order the celcbrat»,’<l colledion of profeflbr Breyn of Dantzic, lately pur- 
chafed by Prince Orlof ; in preparing for the prefs fi.x numbers of his Spieik^ia Zocl^^ 
ghat w'hich were printed during his abfence under the diredion of E)r. Martin, and Jn. 
forming the neceflary arrangements for his expedition. Z , 

At length, in June 1768, he quitted Peterfburgh, in company with Meffrs. Falk» 
Lepekin, and Culdenftaedt, as hia afibetates, pafled through Mofepw, yiodimU, Kaii- 
jnof, Murom, Arfamas, to Cafan 5, and having examined great part of that province, 
wintered at SimbirlU. From thence he departed in March, and peUt^tr^t^d through 
Samara, and Orenburgh, is for as Gurief, a fmail Ruifian fottrefs, fiiuaticd at the mouth 
of the river Yaic, or Ural. 'Fhcre he examined the confined’ of Calmuc Tartary, and 
the neighbouring fliorcs of the Cafpian \ and returning through the province of Oren- 
burgh, pafled the Xecond winter Ufa. • After feveral expeditions in the adjacent re- 
gions, he lett [['fa on the 16th of May 1770, pr^euted bis route thro^h the Uraliaa 
mountuns to Catharinenburgh, vifited the jcM i^ re proceeded to Tchcliabinlk, a fmail 
fortrefs in the government of Orenburgh, December made an cxcurfion jis fair 
as Tobollk. 

The next y^r he waS employed b tafaverfing the Altai Mountrins, and tracing the 
courfe of the Irtiih^to Omflt and Kolvvan ; where having infpeded liic celebrated lilvcr 
nines, he proceeded to Tomfk, and fiuilhed that year’s, expedition at Krafiiojarik, a 
town upon the Vnilbi. In that place, fuuatcd only in the fifty-fixih degree of north 
latitude, the cold was fo intcufe, that the learned profeflbr was w^mbfe to the natural- 
congelation of quickfilver, which curious phamoAenon he has minutely deferibed *. 

• See Pallai Reife, P HI P 4'7“-4i9l an4 a traiifUtion of this remaiJwble paffage, lo vol. i, p. say 
«f Chemical El&y», by Dr# Waifon, Uilhop of Laiolat *E»onv 
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Frt)ttt KrafnoJar{k Pallas depaited on the 7th of March 1772, aaid proceeded by ?Ir*- 
kuiik, and acrofs the Lake Baikalj to Udinik, Selenjginflc, and Kiatfea> which is the prin»- 
cipal tnairt of trade between RulHa and China, paving penetrated into that part of 
Dawriaf which is fituated in, the fouth-eaftern region of Siberia, be journeyed between 
the rivers in;go{\a and Argopn, at no great diftance from the Atnoor ; thence .tracing 
the lines which feparate the- Rtiilian empire fronj the Mongol hordes dependent on 
.China, Ke returned to Selenginfk* and again wintered at l^fnqarlk. : in the fumraer 
of 1773, he rifited Tai’a, Taitfk, and Aftracah;} and concluded that year’s route at 
.Tzaritjsin, a town upon the Volga ; from whence fee^ his journey in the 

enfuing fpring, and arrived at Peteriburgh on the 30tlf ofi^uly .1774, after an abfence 
■ of -fix -years. 

The account of this extenfive and interefting tour was poblilhed in three parts *, con- 
taining tw'othoufand and four pagesj in five volumes qparto, which has grtjatly con- 
tributed to extend his fame and eftablilh his charafter. Pallas, in this valuable work, 
has entered into a geographical and topographical defeription jof the provinces, towns, 
and villages which he vifited in his tour, accompanied with aft accurate account of their 
antiquities, hifloi-y, productions, and commerce. .He has diferiminated many of the 
tribes w’ho wander over the various diftrfCts, and near the confines of Siberia; detailed, 
with peculiar precifion, thar cuftoms, manners, aad languages; and rendered his tra- 
vels invaluable to the naturalift, from, many important difeoveries in the animal, vege- 
table, and. mineral kingdotps. Thefe travels are written in the -German language ; but 
the author has added to each part an gppendixrin the Latin tongue, which contains 
near four hundred fcientific ^eferipdoris of feveral quadrupedsi . birds, filh, infefts, and 
plants. He has alfo greatly contributed to encreafe the utiijfy of his - performance by 
charts, and engravings of various antiquities, of feveral tartar dreffes and ido^, and of 
nfany animals and plants. i 

Expeditions of this kind into inhofpilable’. regions, tupopg vagrant and almoft bar- 
barous nations, are full of danger.; as' was fuffiGiefttly: experienced by Muller, and 
Gmelin the elder, in the Veign of "the Empfefs Anne* , arid nothing but the moft intenfe 
af 3 .oj*c for fcience can ftimulate men to fuch hazardous Undertakings. In that expe- 
dition. De rifle and St eller periflied,; and, as if ihefe fchemes,;were deftinedrto ill fate* 
Dr. S pmclinj’ after having loft many bf. bis papfefS iattd colleftipiis, funk under grief 
and difeafe, and expired in z fmaU villagebf Mpurit Gaucafus, in 177^ Falk died in 
the courfe of thf journey, and .profelfof LbvSitz Was vfAtUonly ipaffacr the inhuman 
Pugatcheft '/ ' v-'- " ' /'V-'"'- -C 

PaUas fPrtunately returned, but fimni the manned iA his travels, not 

v/khoutenduririgraariy-hardlhips, and tuuTOwlyerckpirig from the .moll hnminerit danger. 

' “ . On the 30th of July.'! reached Peterfbufgb, with i|n ■enfeebled body and grey hairs, 
though only in the thri^ and ihirdeth yeac of my age | but yet^m^^ than 

when I was inSiberia ; and fulto^gimteful ackripwledgmeni^ fp providence 
preferved and delivered me from hnmb ^ t • ; - 

Paflas, knovvn to the generality of the Englifh a gr^ riaturalift; de- 

ferves a confiderable place Among thpfe writers who hive fucteeded in, developing the 
complicated hiftory of the roving tribes fcawered dyerCthofe extenfive regions which 
ftretch from the heart of Siberia, to the'no^erri liiftif&pf India.,, In a recent'publica- 
tion, intitled CoUeft’ions upon thePoliticalrphyficaij anJCivil'Eiiftbry bf the Mongol 
Tribes t» he has thrown new light upon the annals bf n peppley whpfe aripeftors con- 

" • RATt durch verfchhflmen Bruvhizen dcs Rtt/pfehen JRelcks* A FrencU anterc(Ui)ff 

work ha|^fo been publiihtd. ■ ; ■ 

i* Nachmehtin ueler Vaihrehaften^ 

^ '.fguered 
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quered Ruffia, China, Perfia, and Indoftan ; and, at more than one period, eftabUlhed, 
perhaps as large an empire as ever was poffefled by a^liiigle nation, 'f'he materials for 
this publication he colleded, partly, ddritig an intercourfe with the Mongols, Bursts, 
and Calmucs, and partly from the communications of Muller and Gmclin. , 

Hitherto mod authors who have written upon thefe 4 lf‘^‘tic hordes, h:*vc called them 
all indifcriminately by the name of Tartars ; but this erroneous appellation is reclined 
by Pallas, who proves unqueftionably that the Mongol tribes are a di'tinCl race from 
the Tartars j differing from them in features, language, and government, and refeiobling 
them in nothing but in tfbeir inclination to a roving life. This primitive nation of Afia, 
whofe origin, hiftory, and prefent date form the fubjeft of this interefling work, dates its 
celebrity from thdr founder Zinghis Khan. When his vafl dominions fell to pieces 
under his fucceffors in the fixteenth century, the Mongol and Tartar hordes, who com- 
pofed one empire, again feparated, and have fince continued diflinft and independent. 
The Mongol hordes Pallas divides into three principal branches, Mongols, Oerats or 
Calmucs, and Bu>?its; which he deferibes with thaj precifion and accuracy which diftin- 
guifli all his writings. 

In the fame year in which the profeffor printed his Elenchus Zoophytorunti he alfo pub- 
liflied a treatife under the title of Mifcellanca ZoQ'kgica quihus novic imprimis atque obfeura 
Animalium Species deferibuntur^ et Olfervaiionibus konibu/ytte UtuJlranUir. This work 
was incorporated into a fubfequent publication the next year, -on his return to Berlin, 
entitled, Spicilegia Zeohgica', which has been continued in numbers, or fafciculi^^t un- 
certain periods until 1780, when the fourteenth was delivered. It contains, befides the 
letter-prefs, feventy-two plates, and relledls the higheft credit on the author, as a moft 
careful obferver and critic in zoology. The works of Buffun amply teftify the labours 
of Pallas in the fupplementary volumes, and Pennant makes frequent acknowledge- 
ments of his obligations to the feme fource, particularly for his Hiftory of Quadrupeds 
and ArfUc Zoology. , 

In June 1777 the learned profeffor read before the Academy of Peterlburgh, in a 
meeting at which thfe King of Swe^Jen was prefent, a Differtation on the Formation of 
Mountains, and t^e Changes which this Globe has undergone, particularly in the ^uf- 
fian Empire. This curious treatife, written in the French tonguoj was printed at 
St. Peterfburghi and a tianflation of it is given by Mr. Tooke in his Ruffia Illuf- 

In 1778 he pubilihed Neiue Species Quadrupedt/m e Clirium Ordine. ^is perform- 
ance, printed at Erlang in quarto, contains twenty-feven plate|, and deferibes numbers 
of the rat genus, and their anatbmy. In 1781 hejjrought opt Enumeratio Elantarurii 
qua in Horte Procepii d Demidof Mofeud vigent (Vet, oGavo) ; or. Catalogue of the 
Plants in Mr. Demidof ’s Gardens at Mofeow j and in the feme year he gave to the 
public two volumes, in oQavo, of an interefting work in the German tongue, called, 
Nfue l^ordifche Beytrdge, &c. or New Northern Colledlions on various Subjefts of 
Geography, Natural Hiftory, and Agriculture, which have been followed by five ad- 
ditional volumes. *’ 

In 1782 he Jiut forth t^o fafciculi^ iot numbers, of Jconcs InJeHarum praferUm Rujpa 
'Siberiaquepeetdiarium^ &c. quarto, Erlang ; or, Figures oflnfe^fs, principally of thofe 
■which ar^peculiar lo ,|^uffia and Siberia, accompanied with deferiptions and illiiftra- 
rions. Thefe two nutrihers treat of the Jiardbait cureuliones, tenebrhnes, bupiftres^ me- 
idedestcermbfceh with fix plates, coiitafoing coloured figures of one htmd;red and eighty 
mfefts of thofe genera. 

''S** ■ 




c6XE*fl tliAVlLI m RtfSSlA^ 


In 1784 he publilhe^ the firft number of a jp/ori? Rujftca * ; or, 4 Defcrlpfion of the 
Plants of the' whole Ruffian Empire; a fplendid work, which was executed at the 
Emprefs’s expence, and owes its Origin to the fallowing circumftance : Her Majefly 
inquiring of, Pallas the R.uffihn names of feveral plants, the author fcnt fpme dried 
fpecimens, which he accompanied with a ffiort defcription of each plant,, and a difler- 
tation,on their ufes. Catharine, pleafed with t^e method, ordered him to defcribe in 
the fame manner the botany of the whole empire, and to fpare no expence in the exe- 
cution of the work. The fecond number came out in 1789. 

The rcvifal of a curious, though Icfs interefting publication, which fliews the verfa- 
tility of the author’s talents, unfortunately contributed to delay the completion of the 
Flora Ruffica and his zoological rcfearches; this work is an utriverfal vocabulary, of 
which he fuperintcnded the impreffion, and which the Emprefs of Ruflia colle 3 :ed from 
all quarters of the globe. 

Exclufive of thefe feparate publications, he has printed in the ASs of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences, various zoological and botanical differtatioijs, which prove Ins 
accurate knowlege of natural hiftory. 

It cannot but be pleafing to the lovers of fcience to be informed, that Pallas has been 
diftinguiffied with a mark of imperial favour, being appointed member of the board of 
mines, with an additional falary of 200I. per annum, and honoured with the order of 
St. Volodimir. The Emprefs alfo purchafed his ample collection of natural hiftory, in 
a manner highly flattering to the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being informed 
that he w'as defirous to diipofeof that colledion,Her Majefty fent word, that her coun- 
try ffiould not be deprived of fo curious a cabinet ; that Ihe would be the purchafer, 
and ordered him to make out the catalogue, and fix the price. He accordingly named 
15,000 roubles t- Having examined the catalogue, me added with her own hand, 
“ Mr. Pallas underftands natural hiftory much better than figures ; he ought to have 
charged ao,o0o inftead of 15,000 roubles for fo many valuable articles. The Emprefs, 
however, takes upon herfelf to corre£t the miftakc, and hereby orders her treafurer to 
pay 20,000 roubles. At the fame time Mr. Pallas lhall not be deprived of his collec- 
.lidn, which fhall ftill continue to be in his own poflTeffion during his life, as he fo well 
underftands how to render it moft ufeful to mankind.” 

As the care of putting into order and publifhing the papers of Gmelin and Guldcn- 
Ilaedt, is configned to Fallas, i lhall clofe this chapter with a Ihort account of thofe 
learned pro^eflors. 

Dr. Samuel Gmelin, profeflbr at Tubingen, and afterwards member of the Imperial' 
Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced his travels in June 1768, and having 
traverfed the provinces of Mofeow, Voronetz, New Ruffia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftra- 
can, vifited, in 1770 and 1771, the dilfesent harbours of the Cafpian, and examined 
thofe parts of Perfia which border upon that fea, of which he has given a cirumftantial 
account in the three volumes of his travels already publiffied; Animated with a 
zeal- for extending his obfervations, he attempted to pafs through the weftern pro- 
vinces of Perfia, which, are in.a perpdtual ftate of warfare, and infefted by numerous 
banditti. . * 


* The botanical reader i> referred to die Gentleman’s Magazine forAiiguft for % fcientific ac- 
count of the Flora iluiSca of.which oo other recommendation need be given, than that it was written by 
Dr. Pnlteney. . ■ ' ‘ ■ 

f Pallas has fettled in Crim Tarta^, or Taurida, on an eftatc granted by. the £ip|>refst lie has lately 
{iibliihed the Grit volume of a defeription that country. 
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He quitted in April 1772, Einzelle, a fmall trading place in Ghilan,on thefouthem 
'Ihore of the Cafpian, but, on account of many dilHculties iind dangers, did not, until 
•the feconX of December 1773, reach SalHan, a town fituatedat the mouth of the river 
Koor. From thence he proceeded to Baku and 'Kuba, in the province of Shirv^n, 
where he met with a friendly reception from Ali Feth IChan^ the fovereign of that dif- 
trifl:. After he had been joined by twenty Uralian Coflacs, and >\hen he was only 
four days' journey from the Ruflian tortrefs Killar, he and his companions were» on the 
5 th of February 177^, arrefted by order of Ufmei Khan, a petty Tartar Prince, through 
whofe territories he was obliged to pafs. Ufmei urged, as a pretence for this arreft, 
that thirty years before fevcral lamiiies had efcaped from his dominions, and found an 
alylum in the Ruffum territories ; adding, that Gmclin fliould not Be relcafed until thefe 
iamilies were reftored. The profcflbr was removed from prifon to prifon, till wearied 
out with continual perfecutions, he expired on the 27th of July at Achmet-Kent, a vil- 
lage of Mount Caucafus. His death was occafioncd partly by vexation for the lofs of 
feveral papers and colleflions, and partly by diforders contrafted from the fatigues 
of his long journey. Some of his papers were feht to Kiflar during his imprilbnmeni ; 

and the others were refeued from the hands of the barbarian who detained him in cap. 

• * * * 

tivity *. 

John Anthony Guldenftaedt was bqrnat Riga, on the 26th of April 1745, received 
the rudiments of his education in that town, and in 1763 was admitted into the medical 
college of Berlin. He completed hisftudies atFrancld'ort upon the Oder, and in 1767 
received the degree of doftor of phyfic in that univerfity; On account of his knowledge 
of foreign languages, and progrefs in natural hiftory, he was confidercd as a fit perfon 
to engage in the expeditions planned by the Imperial Academy. Being invited to Pe- 
terflrurgh, he arrived in that city in 1768, was created adjundtof the Academy, and in 
1770, member of that fociety, and profeffor of natural hiftory. In June 1768 he com- 
menced his travels, and was abfent feven years. From Mofeow, where he continues, 
till March 1769, he pafled to Voronetz, Tzaritzin, Aftracan, and Killar, a fortrefs on 
the weftern (hore of the Cafpian, and clofeto the confines of Perfia. In 1770 he exa. 
mined the diftridls watered by the fivers Terek, Sunflia, z .d Alkfai, in the eaftern ex- 
tremity of Caucafus, and in the courfe of the enfuingyear penetrated into OlTetia, in the 
higheft part of the fame mountain, where he colledled vocabularies of the language, 
made inquiries into the hiftory of the people, and difcoverecl fome traces of chriftianity 
among them. Having vlfited Cabarda, and the northern chain of the Caucafus, he. 
proceeded to Georgia, and was admitted to an audience of Pi ince HcracUus f, who was 
encamped about ten miles from Teftlis. 

The 


• Sec Bach. Ruff. BlbL for 1775, p. 50. ' rrt . 

f Prince Hcraclius, o?, as he was called, the Tzar IracU, who made fo bold a Hand agaiiiil the 1 iirks 
in the lail war between the Porte and Rnflia, and poffcfftd all Geoigia, Kaketi, and the two fniall dillrifta 
of Bortflial and Kofak, which were ceded to him by Nadir Siuili, was then alxwe fixty years old, of a middle 
fize, with a long countenance, a dark complexion, large eyes, and a fmall heard. He paiTed his youth at 
the coui t and in the army of tjie celebrated Nadir SUh, where he contrafled a foi.diiefs for Pcrliati ^uf- 
toms'and mauiie rs,«vhrch he introduced into his kingdom. He had feven fons and Ik daughters. He wa« 
much revered and dreaded by the Pcrfian Khans, his neighbours, and ufnally chofen to mediate between 
them in their difputes with each other. When they were at war, he fupported one of the parties with a 
few troops, who diffufed a fpirit and courage among the reft, becaufc the Georgian foldivrs wcie efteemed 
the braveft of thofe parts, and Prince Hcraclius himfclf was renowned for his courage .in i military ikill. 
When on horfeback, he always had a pair of loaded pitlols at his girdle, and, if the en»my was near, a muf. 

flung over his flumldcr. In all engagements he was thctforemolL to give examples ot peiflonal brarcry, 
and litquently charged the enemy at the head of Ins tioopa. He loved pomp and cxpence ; he adopted 

5 p a th« 
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The profdTor accompanied Prhic6 Heraclius in a camprugn along the bsmhs of the 
river Koor, eighty miles into the interior part of Georgia } and returned wjth him to 
Tvfflis. All the homes of that capitahare of (lone, with fiat roofs, which ferve, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Eafl, as walks for the women. The buildings are neat 
and clean, but the Itrcvis are exceedingly dirty and narrow. The town contains one 
Roman Catholic; thirtteu Gretk, and ftvcu Armenian churches. Having palled the 
winter 'at Tefflis, and in exanjining the adjaceni country, he followed in fpring the 
Prince to the province of Kakeria, and explored the fouthcrn didricts inhabited by the 
Turcoman 'lartars, and lulijetl to Heraclius, in the company ot a Georgian magnate, 
whom he bad cured of a dangerous dilorder, In July he went to linerctia, a country 
w hich lies between the Gafpian and black Seas, and is bounded on thp eafl. by Georgia, 
on the north by Ollctia, on the by Mingrelia, and on the louth by the Turkilh do- 
minions, which are under the doiuiiiion of the Prince or Tzar Solomon *. 

In the almod unknown dominions of this Prince, who, from giatitude to Rufiia, 
afforded Guldenftaedr every aflillance in his power, the profeffor penetrated into the 
middle rhiuH of ]>Io’.int Caucafus ; vifitcd the confines of Mingrelia, Middle Georgia, 
and kaftern and Lovier Initretia, and, afle^jefcaping many imminent dangers from ban- 
ditti, fortunately returned to Kiflar on the i8th of November, where lie paffed the win- 
ter, colleding various iufbrniatii^n concerning the neighbouring Tartar tribes of the 
Caucafus, and particularly the Lelgces. In the lummer he journeyed to Cabarda Ma- 
jor, continued his courfe to Mount B iliian, the highell point of the full ridge of the 
Caucafus, infpeflcd the mines of IvJadiliar, and went to Tchcika'k upon the Don. 
From thence he made expeditions to Azof and Taganioc, and then along the new li- 
mits to the Dnieper: he finilhed this ytar's route at Kremcntfliuk, in the government 
of New Ruilia. In the enfuing fpring he was proceeding to Cirim 'J'artary j but rcceiv- 
irgan order of rccal, returned through the Ukraine to Mofeow and Peterfburgh, where 
he arrived in March i775t* 


* 

tlie drefa of Pcrfia, and regulated hia court after the manner of that cuuntiy. From the example of the 
RufTian troops, who vcic qiiaitcKd ii Juiing the lad Iv'kifh vvar, he Karnt the ufe of pLites* 

knivet* and foiks, dlihes houlchuld fumii >u', Uc. Although hi*, revenues were fmbll, fcarctly txeteding 
50,000!^ per antium, jtt he a mrivfd to maintain a flanding army of about iix thoulaud mtn- He was af- 
terwaids in clofe alliance wiJi Kiidia, and in 1784 one of liis Ions was colonel of a CoTac regiment. In 
1787 he was compelled to icnounce liib cunmdtioii with Rufiia, and to ack))o\^lt^lgt himfclf ttibutury to 
the Poite, but died loon aftcruaids Georgia has bctii recently annexed to the RufSan e.rjpire. 

* Solomon, having upon his accellion forbiddeo theicandalous trafQc ptadlifed by the nobles of filling 
thf ir pcafantfi, gieaily o.T^nded the I uiks, who gained by that Ipecies of commerce* Being by their in- 
trigues^ dtiveii Irom his thtonc, and compiled to iind an afylum in the woods and mountaiiib, he lived like 
a wild 'roan, for fixteen years, in cavcius and holes, and frequently by his perfoxiai courage tfeaped afiaf- 
iination, until be was relnflalcii in his dominions by the RuflUiuin the late war. This Prince wore ufuallj^ 
a coarfe drifs ot a brown coloiu', with a pull ct on his fhouldcr ; but on folcmn orcallons put on a lobe of 
rich gold brocade, and hung round his neck a diver chain blc was dilUngu‘M'i d fiom his fubjerSls by 
riding upon an afk, peihapb t^re only one in imertiia, and by weaiing bouts, i e had no irgular troops^, 
but celieCted a defultory aquy ol fix thouiand men, without artlikryr Ihtfe troops wtre'diawn together 
by the found of the trumpet ; in other rerpedis thcfl^iiiic \ orders wci<^ iilped at the markets, which are 
held every iriday, Ocic of his feivauts afctiuled a tree near the place of meeting, and p^'oclaimed the edidt 
with a loud voice. His fubjedls wire of the Gretk rtliglon. So'omon died oi the plague in i;84» and 
was fuccicded by his nephew David, who ihriW Inruiilf under the prrtt£lioi. of Rufha. During my con- 
tinuance at Peteilburgh in the w nter of 1784, hi.> ambafiadoii* were ir^^iPoduced to the Empnfs, and in the 
Eallcin ilyic of i«( mage, thre vi' thimfibes on the ground at hir fctl. 

t For an accoiml of Culdt nilaedt, fee Kufl^Jiib. voL p. loz 30JI. 54B, vol. ii. p« 2:^1. 45^* 
Vol ill. p 72. 42 r. Hxil. des Decouverter, Introd* p zjf and Nucricht voa deo LebtnsoUmftanden 
dc^JEierra Prof. Culdtnilacdt, in Jouiii, St. Pet. for 1781* * 

On 
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„ Oil bls i^um he was employed in arranging } but before h€^<»nid fihilh 

them for tbo p^fs, was feized with n violent fevet^i! which proved mortal, smd curled 
hiittfto the grave in the month of March 178 1. 

Cha?. V\\\.-^Introdt 4 ^ion of the Sclavoniah Alphabet into Rujfia.r— Rife and Progref of 
Ruffian Literature. — tii/kriaHs.-— Poets. — Digrffton coiifernin^ the Ruffian Sia§e.->- 
Rujfan. Tranflations.—Claffical Learning. . 

■ « ■ 

THE invention of the Sclavonian charafters is generally attributed to Conflantiiie, a 
Greek philofopher, afterwards more known by the name of Cyril, which he affumed 
when he turned monk. About the middle of the ninth century, Cyril and his brother 
Methodius were fent from Cpnftantinople by Michael III. to plant the gofpel among the 
Sclavonian nations inhabiting the countries bordering upon the I)ahube, now called 
Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe which were fettled in Bohemia and Moipvia. As 
thofe barbarous nations knew not the life of letters, Cyril compofed for them an al- 
phabet, and tranflated feveral religious books into their tongue. The greater part of 
the charaders were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the fame ufually employed in 
writing ; to which he added a few oth^ers, in order to exprefs feveral founds peculiar to 
the Sclavonian language. Moft of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received chriftianity 
from the Greeks, and have retained the Greek religion, .ftill make ufe of thofe chai- 
raders ; while the other people of that tribe, who were either full converted by the 
Germans or Italians, or who afterwards adopted the Roman Catholic tenets, employ 
either the German or Roman alphabet 

That tribe of Sclavonians called Ruflians, when they iffued from the banks of the 
Danube in the nipth century, and laid the foundation of this empire, either brought 
with them, if they knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabeu|»sor afterwards adopted 
it, on their converfion to chriftianity, when the Sclavonian Bible, tranflated by Cyril, 
was introduced among them. Thefe charaders are occafionally written, like the oldeft 
Greek and Roman manufcripts,.of bqual Cze, at equal diftances, vrithout connedion or , 
flops, and without diftindion of words. ‘ * ^ 

The earlieft Sf'lavonian book %vqt pubUIhed', was a Ruffian tranflation of the Penta- 
teuch, printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 1719 ft the fame letters wdte in- 
troduced into Ruflia on the eftablifliment of the firft prefs at Mofeow, and continued 
in ufe, not only for ecclefiaftical publications, but alfo for all others, until 1707, when 
fome new Ruifian types, xoniifting of great and fmall letters, fimilar to thofe which are 
now employed^ were caft at Amftgrdam for the printing-houfe at Mofeow |. The lan- 

♦ Bcfidca thc' RuffiaTie, the Sclavoniana dwelling fn Dalmatia, and in the iflands under tlie dominion of 
Venice, who are of the Greek religion, ftiU ufe the Cyrilian charafters. The fame were employed by all 
the nations of Hungary Sclavonia, Croatia, Dalmatia, and others In the AuHrian territories ^ but as the 
Roman Catholic ptrfuarion has gained ground amongll them, they have lately begun to adopt the Roman 
letters ; while the Sclavonian people fubjedt to the Turks, namely, the inhabitants of Aibania> Scrvia,^oi- 
nia, Bulgaria, who are of the Greek religion, prefervc%hc Cyrilian alphabet. The Boltemians, who * 
after their firft conyarfion quitted the Greek religion, jand were afterwards turned by the Germans to 
Roman Cattiolic feA, tiCu the German or Gothic ^chr.v, triers, v/hith wete alfo in ufe among the, Poles, equally: 1 
indebted to the Germans for the fiflt itiiroduAiorjrof chrilliauity among them ; but the Poles have lat^, la. 
moft of thcic i>ublicationSi adopted the Rom«\n alphabet See the preface to the Neue Skvonifeh uhtl 
Dfcutche Grammatik, printed at Vienna, 1774. V > 

f Effai fur la BifaKpthcquc* p. 92, • * • 

4 §c« a Specimen of the RufiEan cUaraAcrs in tot ii. book III. chap* 5 , 

; " ■ cguage' 
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in which the church-fen’ice is ftill performed, is the fame which was fpokefl ia 
the ninth century by the Sclavonians fettled on the banks of the Danube, in the coun- 
triea;how called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom the Ruffians are undoubtedly de- 
fcaided. The tranflation of the pihle made in thaf century being ftill in general ufe, 
has afcertained its original, and preferved it in its priftine ftate; and it is reiiarkable 
that the feveral dialctts of Sclavonian, fuch as Polilh, Ruffian, and Bohemian, have a 
greater refemblance to this mother-tongue than to each other *. 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the Ruffian church is compofed of thirty-nine 
charafrers, fome of which contained, according to our mode of fjpelling, three or even 
vfour confonanjs ; but, as new modified in 1 707, for common ufe, is reduced f to thirty 
letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its difterent dialeSs, is known through a larger extent of coun« 
try, and fpoken by a greater number of people, tlian perhaps any other language in the 
world, It is the native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Croatia, Carinthia, Carniola, 
Bclavonia, Bofnia, Servia, Albania, Dahnatia, different parts of Hungary and Bulgaria, 
Poland, and Ruffia, in a word, a triiveller acquainted with that language would be 
tinderftood from the confines of Germany to the Sea of Kamtchatka. 

'I’he Ruffian dialed of the Sclavonian, which is faid to be extremely rich and har- 
monious, has not, till lately, undergone any cultivation j having been chiefly confined 
to affairs of government, ecclefiaftical writings, and to unconneded chronicles and 
journals. 

Some authors, in confulering the fmall advances made by the Ruffians in the arts 
and fcicnces, when compared with the progrefs of the more enlightened nations in 
Kurope, have erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the effeds of climate, or to an 
innate want of genius. The latter affertion fcarcely deferves a ferious refutation ; for 
atl intelledual improvement mull arife from culture, and the greater or lefs degree of 
knowledge mull ultimately depend upon the greater or lefs degree of inftrudion. 
Befides, this illiberal refledion is fufficiently refuted by the bare mention of feveral il- 
luftrious Ruffians, who, amongft many others, might be feleded on this occafion : Phi- 
laretqs and Nicon ; Sophia Alexiefna ; Prince Vaffili Galitzin, and Peter the Great ; 
the learned Theophancs ; the poets Lomonozof and Sumorokof, atid Khcrefkof ; and 
the prefent hiftorian, Prince Sherebatof. * 

Witli refped to the objedion, that the genius of this nation has been fettered by the 
intenfecold of the climate, it may be remarked ; if climate has an invincible effed upon 
mankind, where Ihall we draw the line of the greateft intelledual ability ? Shall wc 
fuppofe a point, in which the human mind is at its greateft perfedion, from which, in 
proportion as it recedes, it gradually degenerates ? Is the influence of climate uniform, 
or cafual ? If uniform, why is modern Greece no longer the feat of arts and learning ? 
Why was Iceland once the chief repofitory of northern literature ? Why are the Swedes 
more enlightened than the Ruffians? And why are not the Ruffians or Aftracan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and Archangel ? If the efteds of climate are cafual, 
th^y^' are then counterbalanced by other circumftances j and it ceafes to be a pofitive 
criterion of diftindion. ^ 

Many impediments arife from the government, religion, and particularly from the 
vaffalagc of the peafants, which tend to check the diffufiou of the arts and fciences, 
v/ithout the neceffity of having recourfe to a fuppofed want of genius, or to the effed 

SchloftzerProb. Ruf. An. p. 189, • 

JlufGau Didltouarj, 1778. In Charpenticreh Grammar there are thirty-two chau&en. 

of' 
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of ijlimate. But inftead of combating theoretical reafonings, which have no foundation 
in fafl: or experience, I fliall haften to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian literature,, 
and take a curfory view of its prefent ftate. 

Whi|e fome authors deny the Anallefl portion of |iteraturo to the Ruffians, and^cven 
hold them incapable of any confiderable progrefs in fdeitcc ; others, *on the contVary, 
aflert, that they began to be enlightened even at fo early a period as during the reigns 
of Oleg and Igor *. The arguments in favour of this hypoiiu'fi.s prove little more than 
that the Ruflians in thofe times were not unacquainted with the art of writing j and 
that they had compofed, or could repeat, a few ancient fongs, which celebrated the 
military exploits of their Princes and leaders. But undoubtedly the whole nation was 
plunged in the groffeft ignorance, and in a fituation not fuperior to that of the wandef? 
ing hordes who now inhabit Independent Tartary. It is laid of Svatollaf, the fon of 
Igorf; “ On his march he carried with him no baggage-waggon, no kitchen furni- 
ture ; his food was the flelhof Iiorfes and other animals, juft warmed over the fire; he 
had no tent ; his houfings ferved for a bed, and his faddle foi' a pillow ; the whole 
army followed Iiis example.” A defeription which characterizes the chief of an unlet- 
tered Scythian tribe, and not the fovercign of a people in whom the fmallcfl traces of 
the arts were fbund. And although perhaps the knowledge of the Sclavonian alphabet 
might have been brought into Rulljfi by a few chrillians, who were drawn to the court 
by Olga, the wife of Igor ; yet the lirlt introdu£tion of literature muft be aferibed to 
Vladimir the Great, on his converfion to chriftiauity in 988; who inftituted. fchools, 
and paffed a decree J to regulate the mode of inftruQing youth. Under the aufpices 
of his fon Yaroflaf, who afeended the throne in 1018, many learned priclts were in- 
vited from Conftantinople, various Greek books tranllattdinto the Ruffian tongue, and 
hymns and other poetical verfions of thePfalms fung in the churches. He allb eftab- 
lifted a feminary at Novogorod for three hundred ftudents, and gave to that repqj)lic 
the firft code of written laws. This dawn of letters was obfeured by fubfequent cala- 
mities, and fucceeded by a long darknefs of three centuries, during which the nation 
was fubjeft to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian religion, however, tended in this, as 
well as iii moft other countries of Europe, to preferve fome fmall remains of literature 
in the fchools of the monafteries. Each convent fortunately became an afyluni'for the 
prefervation, though not for the diflufion of knowledge; and in this period of barbarifm 
and ignorance, many monks were diftinguifted for thoir erudition. 

■l 

^ RuRiCt entered Ruffia about ; died 879. Oeig, probably 4 bc ucpbew of Riin’c^ 

I G: cat-Duke or i ' gcnl during thr K»Mionty 

^ Igor. 

3. IcoR, died 94^5; married Olga. 

1 

4. •SvATOSLAP, difd 974. 


5. Yarorolk, died 980. 6. VtAniMiR the G; eat, reigned 980 ; died 1014. 


7. Yarosi«af, 1053. 

f Journ. St. Pet. for 1781, part I. pi iji. 

:j; This curious decree Itill exifts iu the RuIIian tongue, and is tranllatediuto French by Bachmafter, in‘ 
his Efftti fur la Bib. &c. p. 9.. , 

Ott 
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0 « tlip final ^expulfion of fhe Tartars by Ivin VaffilievitcH I, in the niiddli ojf thb 
i5th,centRry, Rufna gradually ernergted from this ftate of darknefs, and continued im- 
proving in civilization and culture, vmdef the patronage of the fucceediiig fpvereigns, 
parficolarly Ivan II. Boris Godunof,' the two firll tzars of the line of Romariof, and 
the princefs Sophia. But it.was iiot till the aera of Peter the Great that lettsis, which 
had been chiefly confined to the regular clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity j a 
fure iign, that the nation was advancing to a more general ftate of improvement, 

A review of the lives and works of the moft eminent writers, who have contributed 
to refine the language, and diffiife a tafte for fcience, will aflilt in tracing the progrefis 
of literature, and aicertaining its prefent ftate. 

In this inquiry I fliall confine myfelf principally to Hiftory and Poetry. 

Ruffia can boaft the earlieft hiftorian of the North ; for,' at a period when Poland, 
Sweden, and Denmark, were unlettered ; when even the annalills of Iceland were 
mute ; a monk of the convent of Petcherfki at Kiof was compiling the hiltory of 
Ruliia. • 

This annalift, whofe fecular name is not known, was born in lo^S, at Bielozero, 
and in the nineteenth year of his age aflumed the monaftic habit, and took the name 
of Neftor *. At Kiof he made a confiderable proficiency in the Greek language, but 
leemstohave formed hisftyle and manner rather from the Byzantine hiitorians, Cerde- 
nus, Zonaras, and Syncellus, than from the ancient claflics. The time of Neftor’s 
death is not afeertained ; but he is fuppofed to have attained an advanced age, and to 
havedied about the year 1115. 

His gi'eat work is his Chronicle with an introduftion^ which contains a Ihort (ketch of 
the early ftate of the world, taken from the Byzantine writers, a geographical del'cription 
ofRufiia, and an account of the Sclavonian nations. He then enters upon a chrono- 
logical feriesdf the RulTian annals, from the year 858 to about 1113. His ftyle is fiinple 
and unadorned, fuch as fuits a mere recorder of facts ; but his chronological exadtuefs, 
though it render his narrative dry and tedious, contributes to afeertain the ara and 
authenticity of the events which he relates t- 

^ Fo' the account of Neilor, fee principally Muller, S. R. G. V. p.6; and Scliloetzer’s Probe Ruffif- 
cbe Anpulen; which accurate and iiuerefting work 1 have cluelly foilowedy as ihc great fuurcc of informa- 
tion relative to the early annalills of Ruffia, 

f A c6mpe tent judge ihiis expreffes hinifctf with reirardto thisperformandfe : 

Ntiiov'd chronicle is unique in its kind. For all the other Sclavonian people, fuch as the Poles, Bohe- 
mians, Illyrians, &g. cannot produce any writer who can in the fmallcft dcffrec contend with the Ruffian an- 
nulift in antiquity, mlnutenefs, accuracy, and truth. He was fo highly cftccmedin Ruffia, and the fubfe- 
queui wi iters were fo convinced of his fidelity, that in fpcaking ot the fame times, they adopt his very 
words, or make only the finallclf altenitions. 

I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment concerning the authenticity of this annalift ; and t 
am convinced, that whoever^perufes his work, >yiirat qnc^ drt him the jutlice which he deferves. I allude 
to thofe Tcaders only who do not acknowledge any other hiftorics than thufe which are derived from the moft 
cllecrned fources f and who know hovy tq 'dillinguiffi critical c.xa6tncfs the purity of thofe fources. 
But I do not addrefs myfelf to tlipfe who have not hitberto been acquainted with any other writers, on the 
early times of the Ruffian hiftory than vHcrbcrftein and Petreius ; place the introduftion of the art of 
wntfng 'into Ruffia fo late as the ii;th century n who hold the fuccibffioii pF the Ruffian fovereigns to be 
unknown, at leaft uncertain, until the tihie Ivan Vaffilievitch ; who conftder this long period as totally 
ohfeure, in which no cHroiiicle: affords to the difcerning hiftorian ; who draw their^'wholc knowledge 

of Ruffian hiftory from Strahlenberg,^ La Combe, and frPm the ftill more wretched compilers^ of 

the artiefe Ruffia in the Univcrfal Hiftory. Thefe readers will not indeed be ealily induced to efteem/ as 
authentic, the relations^ of a monk, whofe writings (how the inaccurac/ of the above mentioned authors, 
and confute at once th^ir whole account of RuiTia du^ng the middle ages,*’ Scliloetzer, Ruffi Aha. 

... ....V . .. .... .. 







j.Vjfi*'. r 


ifbeS 



comiiicnc^'. a 'c^bcerkl bt^h^^' 

the mieti’epbliteb Msdctyfj§,lof Jiou|ifa;^?3f::;I^4a 

p^^wr’t&ihe. <^?e^^iiV^^ch.'' 


• Thefe yrritin^^ « 
aod-.af ■' ■'*" 






8^« coxa’s T|LAVEJ;.S IK RtrSStA* 

tioA* It tvould b? tei^ious to eilunlerate the Tariotis chvoaicles, ^ouroals ol'^tha eifort* 
books of genealogy, public records, ftate)-papers, and othor finiilar fources ojF lofor- 
tnatioQ, both of his atid fucceeding times; which the libraries contain in fiach abundance 
as tSk aftooiih a ftrangcr, who by falfe'reprefentations'Rlky have been nii^ied to concrivC 
that* the Rudians are dehcicKt in 6riginal documents. 

Among the perfpns who, pofteriar to Nicon, have mollly contributed to promote 
fcience by their ejfrtmple and protection, and who may be claffed among the bfftorians, 
mult not he omitted Thcophanes ProkopovJtcb, metropolitan archbifiiop of Novogorod. 
This leariled prelate wasjthe foo of a buigher of Kiof ; he wdi born on the 9th of June 
f68i, and baptisaed by the name of Eliuna. lie commenced 'his ftudies under his 
uncle Theophanes, reClor of the feminary in the Bratlkoi Convent at Kiof, and 
was well grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin, and Ifebrcw tongues. 
Though his uncle dietbin 1692, be completed his education in that fetninary, and in 
the eighteenth year of bis age, travellod into Italy. He redded three years at Rome ; 
where, bcfides a competent ^owledge of the Italian, he acquired a tafic for the fine 
arts, and improved hro'.felf in philofopliy and divinity. * 

On his return to Kiof, he read Icftures on the Latin and Sul.vvonban poetry in the fe, 
minary, and, having adumed the monadic hab t,^clianged hia name to Theophanes. 
Before he attained the 25th year of his age, be was admitted piicfect, the fecond office 
in the feminary, and profeflfor of pluloiophy. In‘ 1 706, he dilhnguilhed hirafelf by a 
Latin oration before Peter the Great, and dill more by a fermou, uluch, in 1709, he 
preached bdbre the fame monarch alter tlie battle of. Poltava.. Having once attraded 
the notire, he foon acquired the protcftioii of Peter, who, captivated with his great ta- 
lents, fuporioi learning, and polite addrefs, fete&ed htni for a companion in the 
enfuing campaign againlt the Tuiks; a •Jure prelude to liis future advancement. In 
1711, Theophanes was nominated abbot of the raonaftry of Bratlkoi, redor of the 
iciftinary, and profeflbrof divinity. His cenfures againft the ignorance and indolence of 
the Ruflian clergy, and bis endeavours to pronio^ a ude for polite literature among 
his brethrji.n, rCndWCvl him a fit indrument in the hands of Peter lor the reformation, 
of the church, and the abolition of the patriarchal dignity. He was placed at the head 
of the fynod, of which ecclefiadical edablifhmcnt he bimlelf drew the plan, was created 
in 1718 bifbop of Plefcof, and in 1720 afchbifhop of the fame diocefe: foon alter the 
accefliop of Catherine he was confecrated archbifhop of JNovogorod, and Metropo- 
litan of all Ruffia, and died m 1736* . 

Befides various frrmohs and theologioil dh'quifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, 
and pa the rules of Latin and Scfavo.nan ptw try ^ he competed verfes in the Latin Ian?, 
guage, and was autlior of a work, for which he h> rhiefiy mf-ntiohed in this plAcc, the 
^ Life of Peter tjie Great, which terminates with the battle of 4 ^ultaviu In this perfor- 
’ mance the prelate has, iiotwithd^»jditlg his pa<ural partiality to I4s bejutfador, avoided 
^that fcurrilous abufeof the .contrary p.n y which frequently difgfflpjKt {he beft hiftorieS, 
and has been particularly candid in lus account of Sophra. ^ Peter employed him in 
5,omppfing the decrees \/iiich conccrtieil theological quclapne, and even many i^bich re- 
lated to civil afWrs. ' ' ' 

Theophanes not only cultivated the feiencos, and protppted Ihem during his life, bttt 
Iikcwife feft a legacy Jx» his c<?utitrymdn, 'for i^eir furit,her progrife after his deceafe, by 
mantaining ar^ fopei intending the educ.itk»tt of figty bi^g* |p hitfep^tJopal padace. 
Under his aulpices^ they were mllruSevI in forfelgn^ifngpages, ana in4rai^0U5^]|)ranchM 
of polite Jjmowkdge, which *had been hitherto eettiared by toaittp sb ptoiiai aoqtii- 

^ ftrion«]| 
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fiiiolxs} thw trftAfmUting of loarabg tp iilutpinate futoro ages aad a diftant 

pofibcfOt^ o’*' 

^ Though Ruflia hitherto abounded in chronicles and annals relative to detached pe- 
««o«P*h*g a <^>7 '■**' compiled for the ufc of Alexfey Michaebvitcb, 

it pt^efihd no regular and conne£t6d hiftory. The tjrtt attempt towards fuch ft ti^ork 
Undertuften by Prince* Khilkof. This noblenuni, dcfrondtd from an ancient 
family, bad dilHnguHhed hhnfelf a&embaSador to feveral forei<<n courts, before he was 
d^uted, in 1700, to Stockholm. ^ He accompanied Charles ill. in hisddcetu upon 
the Me of Zealand; jmd on the enfuing truce of Travondhal, betweetf Swedtn and 
Denmark, returned to Stockholm, on the 17th of September, at the eve of the rup- 
ture which broke out between the Swedifli and Ruffian moharebs. ^ Hist chara£lerdt 
embaflador, dcoraed facred by the law of nations, could not protefl; him from the r«-. 
fentment of Charlsb XII.} and, on the aothol the fame month, he was afrefted and 
impiifoiicd. 

As an amufuneni during bis captivity, which was long and rigorous, and at the re- 
quell ol his fellAw-prifoner prince Trubetikoi, he began an abridgment of the Ruffiarj 
hilloiy, front the earliell period to his own time ; and after a conhuement of eighteen 
ycait, expired in Ws prifon of Weftergs, when he was on the point of being releafed. 

His work cillcd the ** Kernel of the Ruffian liillory,” is a merc abridgment, and 
was publilhed in i 770 by Mr. Mullcf. It forms only one volume in o£lavo, and contains 
feven books : the firll commences with the creadon of the world, and ends with the 
foundation of the Ruffian empire under Ruric j the remaining fix carry down the hiftory 
to the year 1713. During iome part of his confinement be was perrtntied to reccivt 
from Mofeow, books, extrads from clyoniclcs, and a fevjc fiate.papej's ; but as he couk 
not obtain the neceflary documents To well as on the fpot, his performance unayoidablj 
containjs occafional ciTors, many of which he judicious editor has correQed. ^ 

In 1720, Vaffili Tatllchef, who had more opportunities of obtaining information, 
began to colled materials for a complete hiftory of Ruffia, and continued his refearchcj 
without interraiffion for ibir^ years. The indefatigable compjler finiflicd bis account tc 
the reign ol Feodor Iijatiovitch, qnd was bringing it down to this century, when Ueatl! 
put a period to his Cibours, Tart of tins great Work was confumed by fire, and^the re- 
mainder was jpubHCbcd after the author’s death by Muller. It confifts of three volumeft 
in quarto. The firil contams feveral curious difiertations relative to the antiquity of the 
Sclavonian natiohj.tho fccond and third comprife the hiftory cf the Ruffiati empire, 
from its eaidicft ori^n*to 1237. * It can hardly be called a regular biftqjipy, but is rather 
a conneded feries of chronicles, wbofe antiquated Sclavonian dialeds are merely 
changed into the Ruffian idiom and the author Is juftly oenfured for not regularly ci- 
4ing rtje various annalifts as he abridges or miw models llu;m, and for not alligning tlj^ 
veafons wbi'-h induced him,to prefer the writers whofe relations he has adopted, to iliofc 
which he has rcj«cle.d ’ j . ■ 

Since TatifChef, fcvwal writers § havepublifhed colIeiMons of ftate-paperg and- other 
docutttentiS; but the honour of compdfuig a complete hilloiy of this country 

bly 

<1 ' * ' 

« For ih« Uiftvry yf Theojih«n« 1 have f<rlIo\ -d iqipllcitly MvHcr, whofe fidelity and accaratiy alwt^f 
appear to rtic uuqoiltwnab)c. See S- 11. G V. p.jfi-}- 

+ See Bach. for 1777, p. 76 -« 7 . ^ , 

' X Bach. Ruff. Bib for'ljy^, p. 43; alfo for p. ts 6 . L’flvefqoe, vol. 1 p. *xal 

fi Paiticubrly Novikof„in his anpient Rnflian Xibrary, in ten volumes, a wqrlr thus chai'aiivffod bf 
X’lkveftiue ; ** Recueilde piecci originaks et authentique*, tiieesdes cabiokis et dcs archives t on ir troa«v 

i <1.* dt* 
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a Vftijs. <jViarto, iJsrhich he found in th^ a^fthives, indyf^ulsrttftiefl' bf T0 i^ at 

oonfiits of oSght books, 4ive s/ which- were cor*»ft»d JP^s^ hiafe’flP*' 4,T 
V0ua)c begins a'ith the infurreOiott of the St>|iitzies in aad Ilf Mi » 

the eobclpdes with the peaepe of Ny ftadt in i ya i . The loamod wr )m aJaM 

fetiWalVplnarks, smd fome itnpottani pieces from the Rtifhan arofeSites. The RUifian 
HJftiilryf by an Anciidiit AonaUft, frOut the beginning of the reign of Vladimir M^o- 
in r 1 14 to i 47 a, in .which the authoi* ow^s on the ci\'il feuds of Novpgpiod* 
'and iw iubJeQ:ioni*t,6 Ivan ValTtUevitch I. The Life of Peter the tSrOer, in the Ruffian 
language, firft publifhed at Venice, which the J*rincc reprinted ip 1774, and enriehed 
with hbforicai oWervdtions#* H«> otvn works are, ait Account of the Rui!»p Impolloi s ; 
.gnu^gft thdd is thp lifp of Bgmerrius, chiefly drawn from the fourccs contuUod by 
MdQer'in his relation of the raftie period* Bdf this noble author’s great work, is^thu 
l-iBAory of Puflia, hfym thn parlieft tSftvss. Ke ha« already publiihed throe volmn^s in 
qu««to< whitjh ft^ed whh the reign of Demetrius Donikt, who died in 1389. I have 
read with groat plcafure the German tranlldtion of this performance, which is 4 mofl; \ a- 
Itiaide additkm to Ihe bHlory of the North. The autlior had ^cefs to the imperial 
archives } he drt^wshisinil^rmahon from the moil Undent and tmqncflionabio'fources, 
isexafl In qimring his auihoriticsj, and ranges the events >ia chronological order with 
fireaf perfpicoity. 'A writer, who confuhed miiny chronides dted by jthiS biftorian, ami 
whaii.has givpn to tho^ublic thft moft complete hiftory of Ruffia yet octant, thus Ipcaks 
of fhi« work : % .IHub author always dtes hi^ authorities. 1 have verified a great num- 
ber of his refisrcnicfes, and badfe always ditpoverea his aecurat'y. If the firfi cfaaradler of 
ah hUiorian is the loW of truth, the jwiftcc ddbrves the greattft praife*.” 

^Uhongh this di«?nifltion is confined to the naiiv^f writers j yet I cannot avoid raeu- 
tioidtig Volialrda Life of Peter the Gfeat, as it is the Work from which mod 'foreign 
nations have^rmed ihdr ifleasof Rufiiaj whUh many Fri.nch and Pngllihauihuis 
hav6 forvilely''copied, dnlil it is (^nfidired as a ftandgrd boolE, and paitkulariy as the 
atAljor^nforras us ip the preface : L4 twr He Peier/Bourg, tsfe, a*faH p^rvemr <? P/m/’ 
um» tharjd 4 b emrap nu\ la H^tatHens aathenihues, U tpa Sertt qtie fur Hit preuus 

flut'^we wolhinformedi Rttflians, althoogl'.this work idoKgp tlwtifhpro Peter tho 
iSygat, cpnfefs that H & an inaccurate perfdriwance j a pahcgjkk iwther than a hiftojy, 
ia whfeh m^ny fafts arc dii^tfed or omitted j where every deficlia the pripcipal cha- 
jradpr'^ls fbttenhd, and every vhme e?taggeral«d. In truth, the dejj^m author "wrote 
thi| Lifts al the oefire of the E^mprefs jp^beth; by whofe order he'receivcd great patt 
bf ,thq materials, Hei^ph b may eauly be conjrdured, that nothing wriedd be commuf 
akated which could fefleOS oA, Peter ‘or. Catharine} and that ths 



of 



'iKf auVstA. gc' 

, ' • " M' ^ ^ 

I of PcW, >8 alffiiJn, a$ deii^oid <j(f a^httition as of rdifeitribl&t'o, aiid this IkeJOh'lil the icag 
0XU;<^iniAg, as Well as the tttoft inacsctiftitc of hK hHGtprical pieces. 

•Pht*fiirajj[Beflitl^ wfo itt H^zrd td thdfij'evoQtsVhlBh' ihd not tvith Efitjal>(.th*< 

hr rtth’er did not eXaruJAe, or dM not ^giltOw, feme Of the belt atii m&l) 
attthettttc Materials cdjnmunkiated woin f^ctcrlb'trgh Faym thelo circumfttTict'S *wt 
untj/' affeht tt> the troth of thefecofure paflTcd by flic ItVely writer upon, lii$ own perfortn^ 
aticej- ■« h<*n he fa 5 d» Sc jfeir At nU tchihe, <im a % cHlu emre Phtjioke Jc 

Picrfc h Grand f.”' » » ' ' r ‘ ' 

Of 'he Ru&an pOetry previous to this century, thd only fpogftnena were a few smdlent 
fon^s, f'tu'' otfcSfjOoal copies of verfes, dud a plaher, COinpc»f^*by th<* ownk iSimeon 
Poloilki* printed ait jMofeow in lOSo. To nlc the exproflions of the epic writer ICheraff 
kof, “ the htUfos waited till the reign of 5 Pot\*r the Great, to make their appCArance in 
Jiijflla; before his time* were indeed a feW poeb, but their cohspofuions were more 
j !i) UK s tliaft vc^rfes, and even dui ing his n igh the art was Hill in its infancy. '‘At leil^b 
canv Lomononoft/* ^c. ThopphanCs had indeed read icftureson the rules of j^oa- 
yonhii. or RnIBan’vcrfe t Prince Kantemir, TKnfkJ, Trcdiaiofakii and a iew others, had 
compof'd ; but there were no poets of eminence before Loraonoaof and Sdmorokof. 
A Ikcti-h therelovC of the lives and writings of ihefe two authors, a fhort account of the 
Hufli&n ftage, and a few reniafks oil the conipoi( 3 tl<*ns of Kheralkof, will convey to the 
reader fomc idea of the riIe,‘progjrefs,* and ftatO of poetry in this empire. ^ 
LomonoAof the «;reat refiner *1 lus native tongue, was the fen of a fe^onger at 
Kolmogori : he was bora in 1711, and loWunately taught tp read j a rare inftanefe for 
a peif' n of lo low a Aation in Relfia. His natural gemufe tor poetry was firft kindled 
by the perufd of th<» Song of Solomon, done infe rt ife b' Poiotiki, wfiofe rude com- 
pofuion*', pel hips Icaici ly fuperior tO our vetfionof fhePfelms bySteimhold and Hop- 
kins, mlpiicd him with an nrefiftibie pafiion for the mufeb. He fled from his father, 
who uould have compell<*d him to many, and tpok lefu^jc in a[*mbnaH:ory^at Mofeow* 
w here he hid an opporturii y of indulgirig his tafte for lcttei*t., and ft udying the Greek and 
Latin languages, fn tins fi tpinary he ma Ic filch confideralile progreft ha polite litera- 
ture, ai> to be patronifed by the 'tidperial At ade^ny of Sciences. In 1 736, he was fent, at 
thecxpenceof that fociety, to theutiiverfity ofMarburghiftHcdc-CaHci,wherehe ftpdied 
under fht ccUdirat d Chiifthin Wolf, tmiverfal grammar, rhetoric, and phtlofophy. He 
continued at M'lrburgh fou”’ ycau, aild applied himfcif with indefatigable diUg^ee to 
chymiftry, which he afterwaiJs purfued'Wllh Ai|l greater fueoefa, under the famou^ 
Hentkel, at Freyburgh it) Ssatony. In he rt'turned IiUo- Ruffia,.w 4 i 8 choicn in 
1 74a atitunO! to the Imperial Academy, ana in the enfuifig ye# m^ber W that fociety, 
and prcIelTor of chymitt rv. In 1760, he was app noted infpSQkiW cd tlie feminary, then 
anae»:''d to the Academy j in 1^(54, he wtts gratified by w Eniprefs with the title of 
counfellor of ftwe, and died on the 4th of April yekr, in the Efty-fotirih year of 
his age. " 


* Adyjing lt»$ puhKthed , iA rte tJih A velttiw of hia Hiftoi ivAl Maga/mk, « Mfmoire nhr^A fiif la Vfc 
du Tfareyash Altxt.< fotrowich.'’ Tll*s mctnoii, lay the ttlitor, wa. fvnt to VdiiaiW; beiotehr bi!|;aitto 
write hi9 Hrftery vf Roilia * » fwe w « proof Iwe htUo that writer. wplAjreS the autheniic pi^psn 
tranfroiiWd W M * Vol, hi. p. 104. M 4 cr a{£» chargta Vokaae with not paying fuffitientattient»»a fa 
the papkw which ha oospnaiucataa froth the wop ouilvtlllhttd^ authomtes, Bnf, xvi. p. 352. ^ 

+ Cltedby L’Sveloaeii^. j. p. 50. _ . . ^ , J „ ^ < 

I pfrihefe to'Rheralkof’a^pstiBm on the Battl$ of TcUefme, qupted m Bach. Ruff, Bib. for 1774 
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+ Cltwlby I/PvefijaeV^rou %. p. 50. 
i pf 

p. *Ot. , 

i X.4.Clai«, Htfo Mod. p. 70, 
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Iiomonossof excelled in various kinds of cooipofition } but Ctilef m^t is d^ved 
fwHrt his odes. < Tho firlt was written (n I739» while he ftudiedlp Oer^anvj on the 
capture of Kotfchin, a fortrefs of Ciina Tartary, by Marflial Munic. The odes of Lo« 
monozof arc greatly admired for originality of invmdon» fublimity of fentiment, and 
enfergy of language, and ccftnpcrSatc for their turgid ftyle, by thaf ipirit and life, which 
are the prindpal .characteriftics in this fpecies of compofition. Pindar was his great 
inoj|Jel}*and if wc may give credit to a perfon * weli verfed in the Ruffian tongue, he has 
fhttjeeded'in this daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard, without incu]rring the pen* 

^ fate of Horace |, In this, as well a^ feveral other fpecies of compofition, he. enriched 
his native language with various kinds of metre, and merited the'appollation beftowed 
'*bn him, “ 'I'he Father of Ruffiai Poetry.” 

A brief recapitulation of the principal works of Lomonozof, printed in three voluntes 
oflavo, will (hew the verfatility of his genius, and his extenfive knowledge in various 
, branches.(trf literstufre : 

The firft volume, bc.O Je a preface on the advantages derived to the Ruffian tongue 
from the eeclefiaftical writings, cent atns ten ficred and nineteen pan^yric odt s, and 
feveral occalional pieces of pootr)'. 

The fecond comprlfcs an Effiiy, in prole, on the rules of Ruffian Poetry ; tranflation 
of a German ode; Idylls; Tamira and Selim, a tragedy; Demophoon, a tragedy; 
Poetical Epiftle on the Utility of Glafe ; two cantos of an epic poem, intitled Peter 
the Great (•a congratulatory copy of vcifes; an (We; tranflation of B.iptiilo Ronf. 
lean’s ode. Sup le Benin t/r/vl loads of a courlc of leclures on Natural Philofophy; certain 
paflages, rranllatcd in verle ami profo, according to the originals, from Cicero, Erafmus, 
Lucian, JElt'an, Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curiius, Ilomer, Virgil, Martial, Ovid, 
Horace, and Seneca, which 'Ruffian traaflations were brought as examples in his Lcc- 
tjjircs upon Rhetoric; laftly, defeription of the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

The third volmne confiffis chiclly of fpcechos and treaiifes read before the academy ; 
panegyric on the Eroprefs Elizabeth ; on Peter the Great ; treatife on the advantages 
of chymihry ; on the phscnomeiia of the air, occafioned by the eleftrical fire, with a 
Latin tranflation of the fame; on the origin of light, as a new theory of colours; me- 
thodwto determine with prccifion the conrfc of a veflfel ; on the origin of metals by the 
means of eprthquakos ; Latin difiertaiion on folidiiy and fluidity ; on the Tranfit of 
Venuscin >76 '» vith a German tranflation 

Befidea tbefe v.n Ions ftibjt'dls, Lotnonozof made no inconfiderable figure in hiftory, 
haying publiflisd t'' o fmall works relative to that of his own country. The firfl:, ftylai 
Annals of the Ruflian Soven ign.s, is a Ihort chronology of the Ruffian monarchs ; tlie 
fecond is the Ancient Ilillory of Ruffia, from the origin of that nation to the death of 
the Great Duke Vanffiaf I. in io?4 ; a performance w great merit, as it illuftrates the 
moft difficult and obfeure petiod in iheanuafe of this country. 

Lomopozof wasalfo an adtnin'r of the aris; made foinc proficiency in painting, and 
diftinguimed Mtnfelf by Copying in mofaic. The portraits of she regent Anne and Peter 
tlt§ Xhlrdj done by Lomonozof in mofaic, are (lill preferved in the gallery at Oraui- 
en^auin. 

• 

♦ wlio fayi of lunOi II tft If fful emulc df Pindarc/^ # 

p -f ** f indtinini qiiilqiiis ipmulori,” At Lomonofof fit wnnottre z\i% Rtififea Ic^ VciJta* 

de la harm< oie I v Clfic, ' 

Ml Datyiaflclu, who pullifttcd th[«. complett edition of LomonozoPs works, received from chcEmprffa 
f pM-fint of j[o..,r, 5 tc Ruff. Rib.for 338 > 

Alexander 
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jAieicander Samoj-okof, juflly dcnoromatcd the founder of the Ruffian tlieatre, next 
to LotnonoXof, principally contributed to refine jhe poetry of his couivtry. But before 
I give a detail of his life and writings, I (hall introduce a fliort account of the Ruffian 
Rage, becaufe a view of the Rate inVhich he found the national theatre * will difplay, 
his powers in dramatic compofition. * * ’ • ‘ 

Before the sera of Peter the Groat, almoft the only f dramatic reprefcn tat ions in Ruf- 
fia were exhibited in the monafteriesjof Kiof and Mofeow ; where the lludcnts per- 
formed occafionally an ABus Oratorih, or fcriptural hiftory. 'l‘he learned Demetrius 
Tooptalo J, metropoHiax\ archbifliop of RoRof, was highly diRinguiffied for compofing, 
in the tafte of the times, fcriptural hiftorics in verfe : The Sinner an allegory \ ERher 
and Ahafucrus; The Birth, and the Refurreflion of ChriR. At the commencement o£ 
this century, thefe pieces were the fafliionablc reprefentations, not only in convents, but 
at court, even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign. 

The Audents of furgery in the hofpital at Mofeow gave the firft public performance 
exhibited by the laity, in the great hall, where they raifed a Rage, and ufed fcrcenS for 
the fccnery. Staelilin § , who was prefent at oite ohihele exhibitions, the fubjeft of which 
was Tamerlane, infoims us, that nothing could be more grotofque and lidiculous ; and 
relates an inftance of profane ribaldry introduced into one of the fciiptural pieces, too 
grofs to be mentioned. The fame author remembers to hav.' feen at Petcrlburgh the 
Emprefs’s grooms ad in a Rill more wretched manner, cither in the hay-loft of the im- 
perial Rabh'b, or in an iinfurniflied houfe. Adors of this fort ufed alfo to perform every 
year for the amufement of the common people : they had na regular theatre, but were 
actuRomed to play in different parts of the city. At dufk, a paper lantern was hung 
from the window, and two huntfmen’s horns were blown, 'o announce a comedy for 
the evening ; the entrance money was from ^d. to 2d. ; and the fpetfators ufually re- 
mained two hours to hear every fpecies of nonfenfe and ribaldry. Such was the Rat^ 
of the Ruffian Rage when Suraorokof brought out his firft tragedy of Koref. 

About the fame time the firft regular Ruffian theatre was opened at Yaroflaf, utiiler 
the daodion of the celebrated ador Feodor Volkof, the Garrick of Ruffia, whofc talents 
for the Rage were equal to thofe of^umorokof for dramatic compofition. Volkof was 
ion of a tradesman at Yaroflaf, and born in 1729 ; having difeovered early proofs of 
great abilities, he w is fent to Mofeow, where he learnt the German tongue, mufic, and 
draw'ing. lli& father dying, and his mother marrying a feconci huiband, '«^o had 
cflablifhed a maniifadory of fait* petre and fulphur, he applied himfeif to that trade; and 
going upon the bufincls of his faihr '--in-law to Peterfburgh about the year 1748, his 
natural inclination for the Rage led him to frequent the Gcnnrn phys, and form an 
intimate acquaintance with fome of the a6tors. 

On his return to Yaroflaf, he conRruded a ftage in a large apartment at his father- 
indaw’s houfe, painted the feenes, and wkh the affiRance of his four brothers, aded 

♦ It dot# not fpter into my plan to trace tl«f introduflinn and progitf, of the German, Italiao, and 
French players in Ruffia. 1 Inall only ohferve, that m the rt ign of Titer the Great, the fiitt fit of Germnn 
a^ora pfayetl at Pcttilbiirch ( fome Italian perforimr* 'irft made tlx i appcaiance in 17 to, and the Prenth 
comediana in 174a. For further infoimation on this fulkd, the reader is relerrtd to StadilnTh Gef. des 
Theatres in Rufslatld, in Haygold, or Scl loelzti’s Rtylage, vol^ i. p. 400. 

•J- We msy except tlje r prefintations at court «i«iing the minoiity of Peter the Great, when fome of 
Moliete’s ]iUyii, tianilatcd into the Ruff an tongue, were adled in the Ikouofpadko convent ; among other 
ptrfons of dmindion. the Piinctfs Sophia perfoimid a part. 

J Hc died in 1709. , 

See Gtfthitthr des Theatres in Rufshnd, from which iBgtnious treatife I hare pnpeipaOy take* this, 
aicount of the Ruflian Rage. * i 
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FJ ^mmei fuccemjMc,%^iai«f t<^tui{i^{^Dnd \ 
0i4i^i'ikrees pf tbet^jA^ 

■ ' :)S^itotbp 


WH>p {^Qrfon^'wiiii |^q# cvQwd^ tiii^eudis' <ifcper>v 

jrt,<7Sa* t|h4 jjp^JT^ ilibwtwTb* il)65eft^w<i af ibetn to 

otirgh } 1»ibe^^ intiy f^rdtpp&edt, ip, fb# theatre tlie jijt«>wt; 1^ tx^geUips pi ^ptpprvlmt 

Tp wjraw! thWnev?: tjt»p,4bp foi^ priucl^al a%9k ia the <ff *tne 

i^etipimM^tir y^ara* M thcxan^ilttfioa Pi tbat jmHo 4,' a Hoiillm 
el^abl^ad ^|^^lXj,ihp«c «3:X9lfes iK^rc' ^idnikteH; $uindruk<>f 
'^pbintftjd # ?ftpr, aa<1 St'O^ xpublc^ Wijifp allojjred ht ihc adoi s. Befide^ 1^5* (alary, 
jta^ were pertidtted ta tfctuim oim».a wet^ the public ; and the adBidi11oA-mp|).c> 
fw$ukil|i;ribute£( atnopg them wStbout^edii^iun the hghu^, mulic^ apd ¥*i^ 
pro^pM at the>expeiu‘e of ehc I'mpreffif -i , ,r h ,> ' 

T^ chief perifbrjjtuatce? were the tragedies and conwdivs of Sttmorokei, and tranfla- 
tlopa frpm Moliere and other French writers. 1 be ebthpany contmuod to nourifh 'und^ 
ihe patroijage <rffCatliajinc, and tnc 5 ,(alAiit» oi tlic adors Vfms gradually increaledUo 
jlH 1 ,000 rouble® per annura, Volkof and hia |'ro(tfav*r u ere «iuObl«d, and receiv ed fi om 
their itoptsiai pitftrela dlates rn land t he porfafejed, fee; ebe' laft dme, at MoA ow, in 
the tragedy of Zemira, a Ihort tinfe be|ore hjs deadly wluoh happened in in the 
thirty-fifth y W ipf bis aga» ' He equally excelled iq tragedy and bomedy *, but his prin- 
tfpal tnent confifteddia reprefendng^tnadnek. Ee wa& tolerably verfed in mufie, and 
no poet* ■< * . ’ •* * ’ 

Has friend 3umorokof p^id an aSbftklg tfibute to tlic memory of Vplkof, who had 
done aipple judice to hia dnknJttic cpm^diQijto i Melpodienc, nifite ^y tears with 
mine; temept and tear thy lodke. My ftaend b dead* .iMfifu, my friend* fetoo’w pc- 
ndtrales and diflolves my louh UTfe fojp'Oe oi Eippacrene fedrtj«cn. O Ra%l you 
pofi^tijd a,.;fecond Kacipe ! but ihj* new theatre m #^dy totteringdmm its foundations; 
and att TOfi labours of a ceotipry am "doftKoyed i Volksf bdeparated from the Mwes for 
cver.—Tragedy has |oil her bufidn anthhor^oignard. '^Mplpomene, bet^iw his tofeb 
iirithjthy tears'*.” 

The prophecy, however^ of Supiprokof, which his enfttufislm tor the theatrical abifitito 
of this great a^,'or hb affefidon ibr the mcPtcfty <pf hb IHsn^ led hini to utter, bfeil!, 
frombangfulW “ • ' ’ " ‘ ^ 

’^olkof.ftilifu " 
cimetb^htph 

noreafewttoaii|Wrfidi|dtheWaal<i!ffl*deaafof«.'' « ■ ^ »»< j 

< Td remjrP ttoih thb digrefiicm t Mt^/mattlSr Sftniorbkof^ idle ioh 0 ^ler^Mptbokof, 
a lto$an 'pobfely^, waWhtb^ pi Mbffequ^i tm ftte i4«>a 4l Noyentodr, He re - 

cic^viadrnie M rudlnfetos of lesuQtHng.inhlf totbqr’s^oilfe, whm ^^a^mmstisal 
knowledge of hb dative tongue, he was wnl grotniilbl. in l^aun language. Being 

If ♦ ILftCkdifp. Si. 1 

, * f jffhia accodnt of $ttin<n!okaf h ohiei^ ti^ fronl ^ (fschn^tvoa ijMi Lehto»sd der Stihrihen 
4M,4bKiuidcr pfwowiuh,Sufflot«Mr b Jo««. /if 
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reinovfd to the feminary of the Cadets at St. Peterfburgh, he profecuted his fludies with 

ilven on holi* 
and devote his 

pL-rvf •'•••• 

The firft oflbrts of his genius were lovc-fongs:, whafe tciidernefs and, beauty of ex- 
preflioh, till then unknown in the Rufllan tongue, were confidered ns prognoitics of his 
future fame. On quitting the feminary, he was appointed adjutant, luft to Count Go- 
lovkin, and afterwards to Count R.vil'.otnofriki ; and bciiig pntroi.isej by Count Ivan 
Shuvalof, war; introduced by that b'Lucei'as to Elizabeth., who took him under her pro- 
tection, About the tw*niy-riinl!.i year of his age, att eriihurjaftic fondiiofs for the works 
of Racine, turned iris genius li> the drama, and he wrote the tragedy of Koref, which* 
laid the f'oumlation 01 the ItuPean thfatro, ’'I'his piece was fird. acted l,v fome of his 
former fchool-mates, the cadets, who had previouiiy excrcil'cd their talents in declama- 
tion, an.:i in afxing aFrencli play. I''.i'zal'ieih informed of this now phenomenon in the 
tlreatrical wot tv!, ordered the tragedy to he exhibited in her prclence upon' a finoll thea- 
tre of the court, where German, Italian, and French plays' had been performed. 'Flic 
applaufc arid dikiiidion which the author received on this occafion, encouraged him to 
follow the bent (jl his goniu.s; and he produced fucceflivsly Hamlet, Ariftona, Sinafand 
Truvor, Zemira, Ifimifa, Vitfhelaf, the Falie De.-rie'nns, and Miciflaf. Nor was his 
mufe !< fs fertile in comedies, which a?e, Triil'otinus, the .ludge, the Difputc between the 
Hulhattd and Wife, the Guardian, the Portion acquired by Fraud, the F-nvious Man, 
Tariufl'e, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother who rivals her Daughter, the Gofiip,and 
the 'i'hree Rival Brotheiy. Ke wrote alfo the operas of Alceftes, atid Cephalus and 
Procris *. 


With rcfpedl to his tragedies, Ractne wa.s his model ; and his Ruffian biographer, 
who foems a competent judge of his merit, allow'S, that “ though in fomc inflances he 
attained all the excellence of the French poet, yet he failed in many others ; bufit 
would be uncandid to infifl on fuch defefts in a writer who firft introduced the drama 
among his countrymen. I'hc French overlook in their Corneille flill greater faults.”’ 
** His comedies, continues the fame author, contain much humour; but I do not 
imagine that our dramatic writers will adopt him for their model ; for he frequently 
excites the laughter of the fpedator at the cxpence of his cooler judgment \\ Never- 
thelefs, they prefent fuffic.’ent paffiigcs to prove, that he would have attained a^greater 
degree of excellence in this line, had he paid more attention to paint our manners, and 
follow the talle of the befl foreign writers.” . 

Befides dramatic writings, Sumorokof attempted every fpeems of poetry, excepting 
the epic. He wrote love-fongs, idyls, fables, fatires, anacreontics, elegies, verfions oi 


* His tragi dk? are written in rliyme, in the Alexandrine vevfe, the fame as the French heroic. His 

comediffi are ill pujic;. 

f Weil es aucli cin 1[.4acbcn giebt, nacb wclcbcm der Z'lfcbaucr iiicbt wolil mit ficb felbft Ziifi ierfcn ifl 
dafs ergclacbt hiU,'* Literally, iSince lieoccafions a langhter, at ivbicb the fpedtator is not well fatiafud 
that he has lani»hc(!.’^ Does ibc biographer n;ci *1 by llii> p: ‘Vage, that tlic wit of Sumoiokof gften 
loo farciCftlj dcpcneraicd into o low fpecit’s of bumfun : li fo, let the author anfwer for In'mfelf. In a 
letter to Voltaire.^ he coreplams that bis coiuittymen IhhI hogun^to adopt that wr^tclied fj^.dcs of compo- 
lUk)n> the Xcniinienial comedy, inlUiui of tltc wit i.-J humour of MoJiere ; and V(*ltairc agreed with him, in 
the following words ; Je fouferis ciilicienienl a tout cc que vous di:t<i dc MoIicrt*ei dc !a comedie Lav- 
moyante, qui a la home de la nation a i’uccedc au liul Vrai genre comiqne polled p^Tfciliovi par rimmitahlc 
Moiicre# Bach; Rnli’ liib. foi 177S, p. 
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the PSIms, and Pindaric odes. Supeaior to Lotnonozof * in tba compofitions qf the ‘ 
drama, he was inkrior to him in Pindaric writings. “ Though his odes,” adds his 
biographer, “ are diftinguiihed by eafy flow of verflfleation, harmony, fofmefs, and 
grsfce } yet they are far from reachifig that elevation and fire which charafterize thofe 
of jtiomonozof., Thefc twq great potts had each their peculiar talents ; theonedif- 
playcd all the tnajefly, itrength, and lublimity of the Ruflian tongue } the other all 
its harmony, foftnhfs, and elegance. The cU-gics of Sumorokof are full of tendernefs ; 
his idyls*give a true pictuie ot the paftoral lite, it} all the pleafing fimplcity of untu- 
tored nature, without cl- feending to vulgarity, and may ferve as miulcls in ijiis fpcciec 
of compofition, in all things excepting in fliidt moralit),. iliS faiirca are the beft hi 
• tKi Ruflian language, but arc extremely unequal, and duferve to have been wrought 
with more phui and regularity. In writing his fable-s, his pen ftcms to have been 
guided by the Mufes and Giace.> 1 ; and I do not hefitate, it not to prefer them, at 
kafl. to compare them with tbofe of J'ontainc.” 

Sumorokof was allb author of a few fliort and detached hiflorical pieces, A Chro- 
nicle of Mofeow, in which hte relates tite origin oi that cit) , and -.ilrridgc.s the reigns 
of its monarchs from Ivan Danilovilch to I'Vodor Alexiivitch j hiftoiy of the firlt in- 
furreffion of the Sirelitz in 1 08 2, by which Ivan was appointed luiii; ibvereigu with 
Pelcr the Great, and the Princefs Sophia regent ; an account of Stenko Razln’t. re- 
bellion. Ills ftylc in thefe pieces is faiJ to be clear and perfpicuou'', but too flowery 
and poeticaL 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the favour and proioftion of his fovcrelgn. Elizi- 
beth gave him the rank of brigadier, appointed him direftor of the Ruflian ihcatrt*, 
and fettled on him an annual penfion of 400I. Catharine created him counfollor 
of date, conferi-cd on him the order of St. Anne, and honoured him with many iu- 
fiances of munificence and diftin£lion until his death, which happened at Mofeow, on 
th(? iff of Otloher 1777, in the jifl year of his age. 

“ With relped to his difpofitionj” fays his biographer, “ this celebrated poet feems 
to have polTefl'ed a good and amiable heart j but his extreme fenfibilily, an excellent 
quality in a poet wlieii tempered with philofophy, ofcafiuncd that fingularily and ve- 
hemence of charadcr, which gave fo much troub'e and imcafinelh to all his acquaint- 
ance, but particularly to himfelf. lie was polite and coiuk feending towards thofe who 
treated him with reipcd ; but haughty to thofe who behaa^e^ fo him with piido. He 
knew no deceit \ he was a true friend and an open cnemjviSnd could neither forget an 
obligation nor an injury. PaflSor.ate, and frequently inconfulcrate in his pm funs, he 
could not broolT the Icafl: oppofiiion, and regarded the niofl. trifling circumftaucc as the 
greatcTi evil. Ilis Attracrdinary fame, the many favours conferred on him by ihoEm- 
prefs, the indulgence and veneration of his friend^ might have made him extremely 
fortunate, if he had underflood the art of being ®. He had conceived a great, pej> 
'haps too great, au idea of the cfiara^er and true^erits of a true poet j and could not 

• an unfortunate rivahy between tbefc two pneta ’ caih wiihed to excel in the other'a line, 

and each failed »*» the attempt. The account of thi. jivalty between Lomtmozof and SumordlM# might 
add auothci ai title for the auihir of L(t ISlundla Liieraire) « 

I Tliit opinkjii Itemt to be gintral : ‘tMais toi^U Its appLudiflementa fftibnt rcunft in favenr de Cis. 
tablet. On i.e pent Itur rtiukr la premitre aprta ctUfa di La F(Aita;ne» L’Evefque. vol v. 

p. 3ia. ^ 

<• fabltt peuvciit tlRcompaitta a ce qu’on a fait de mitUK dans ce genre, depuis ^’inimitable La 
Fontaine.” Le Clerc, p 77. '' 


endure 
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widui'e to fee with j^ience this i\oblc and much-efteemed aft, which had been confc. 
crat^ by Homer, Virgil, and other great men, profaned by pcrlbns withouRjiidgment 
or abilities. Thefe pretenders, he vould fay, fhock the public with their nonfenfc in 
rhyme, and clothe thcit monftrbu^ cor.ceptions in .the drefs of the Mufcs. The public 
recoil from them with difguft and averfion ; and, deceived by their appearance, treat 
with irreverence thofe children of heaven, the true Mufcs."" ' ’ 

The examples of Tomonozof and Sumorokof have tended to dift’ufe a fpiriC of poetry, 
and a taftc fof polite learning, i\mor,g the Ruffians, and thc'y are lucccedod by»a nume. 
rous band of poets *. Of thefe 1 fnalJ only mention one writer, who has ditlinguiihcd 
himfclf by compofing the lirfl cj)ic poem in the Rnffi.m tongue. 

Michael Kheraikof, a pcjfon of a noble family, hat; excelled in fcveral Ijjccics ofcoijj- 
pofition. Ilis works are, a poem on the Utiliiy ol .Science, fcveral tragedies and 
comedies, l*indanc odes, anacreontics, fables, idyls, and fatires, a romance called 
Ariadne in Thebes, Nuuia ^^oinpilius, a poem, in four cantos, in honour of the naval 
victory over the 'I’urks at the battle of Tchclme. But the piece by which he has ac- 
quired the greattfl fame, is an epic poem in twelve cantos, called the Kossiaoa, wriu 
ten in lambic meafurc of lix feet in rhyme. Tile fubjeft i-. the conqucll of (.'afau by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. or, as the author has exj»refled hinirdf, “ I fing Riiffia delivered 
from the yokquJof barbarians; the might of the Tartars laid low, and thttr pride 
humbled ; I fing the flrifes and blopdy confli£ls of ancient armies; Ruffia’s triumph, 
and Cafan’s fubjc£tion.” This work is greatly admired by the natives, and may juftly 
be confidcred as forming an epoch in the hillory of their poetry. The general .plan 
feems well difpofed ; the events follow each other in a rapid but orderly fueceffion; 
and the imagination of the reader is kept alive- by frequetst Iccnts ol terror, in which 
the author feems to excel. The fubjci£t is extremely interefling to the Ku/iians ; and 
the poet has artlully availed himfelt of the popular belief, by tlie introduflion of faints 
and martyrs for the machinery of his poem. I.e Clerc informs us, that this poam, 
while it contains fcveral ftriking palTagcs of great beauty, is in many parts deficieHl in 
harmony ; u defeft, he adds, which the author by retouching and correding, is capable 
of removing. 

Kheraikof has not failed of acq’uiring the rewards due to his extraordinary talents ; 
having been fucceffively appointed vicc-prefident of the college of mines, counldlor of , 
ftate, and curator of the univerfity of Mofeow. 

Lomonozof is a rare, and perhaps a fingic infiance of any Ruflian of low’degrec, 
not an ecclefiaftic, who attained to great eminence in liferaturo. But probably fuch 
examples will ^on ceafe tn be uncommon ; fince the fthools, infiituted by Catharine 
in every province of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate ilic acquifition of learning 
among the lower clafs of people j fince the zeal for inquiry is fpreaJ among the na- 
tives, -and honour and promotion are known by experience to be certain attendants o» 
licerary acquifitions. Indcedf fuch is the fpirit with which the Emprefs protects and 
encourages learning, that fcarcely any work of merit makes its appearance, lor which 
the author does not infiantly receive foine mark of difiinftion or liberality. 

Tofpread a tafte of literature among hi r fubjefts, Catharine appointed, in* 1768, 
a committee to order and fuperintend tranflations of the daffies, and the beft modern 
authors, into 1 the Ruffian tongue; and allowed loool. per annum towards defraying 
the expence of fudh undertakings f. . 

. ’ With 

* Many of thefe are enumerated by Mr. Lc Clerc, Hill. Mod. p. 78— (;8. 

■)■ Tile following is a lilt of the (ranflations which bad made their appearance beforU the 8th jfuly 1 770;. 
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Witli Tefpe^ to c]afli;dd literatu*i!;; the Greek language is yet 
is fcanSd^ known, to tlie Ikity-, is a: rare quafincation eyim among the rtgular 

clergy. Latin is more -cbnimon, being underftood by many %f the clergy, ahd not 
unfrequently cnltivated'by perfons «f improved education. Many of the dallies have 
beefi tranflated by natives into the Ruffian tongue ; feveral editions of the mofl ap^- 
proved Greek and Roman authors have been publiflied at Mofcow and Peterlburgh j. 
but the editors have been chiefly foreigners, encouraged to this attempt by the pa- 
trohage'of the Ruflian nobles, who arc not deficient in antient literature, and excited 
by the open genius of the nation. Among the natives, who have rendered themfelves 
illiiftrious in this branch of knowledge, I muft not omit Plato, Archbifliop of Mofcow, 
yi^io is highly (jminent for claflical learning ; and, among the naturalized foreigners, 
Kugenins, Archbifliop of Slavenlk and, Kherfon, who, in the true fpint of the original 
has tranflated into Greek hexameters the Edogues and Georgies of Virgil ; a work 
printed in folio, at the expence of Prince Potemkin, and qxliibiting a magnificent fpe- 
cimen of typography. 


Homer's Bairaychomyomaclu’a ; Cl^arai^crs of Theop!;railu3 ; itllian ; Herodian ; Diodorus Siculn.'i ; Te- 
rence ; Cics.ro JJt Fiuihus Cre far's Comnientaist s : Three EpifUes of Ovid ; his Mcl^Jnorphofts in profe ; 
^Tacitus tic Motibus Germanoritnt ; Paterculus ; Valerius Maitiruus ; Striticr’s Mcmorla pnpulorum olim ad 
Danuhittm incokvtlum e Script. Byzan, Fill. erui£ ; Muller’s Atcount of the Antient inhabitants of RufHa i 
GmeJin's Travels through Rullia ; Pallas’s Travel* through Rufiia ; His Pruflian Majelly^s Trcatife on 
the Reafon for making and reptuliug Laws ; Monlcrquieu's Con/idcralions fur la grariikur et la decadence det 
Romains ; his tyfmaque. Dialogue de Sylla et d'EucratCy F.jfdi fur le Gouty and T-emple dc Guide ; Dimfdale's 
'IVcatife on Inoculation ; C'lialotais fur P Education ; Plidtny and Trealifesof the Amllerdam Society for- 
Recovery of drowned Perfons f The Ottoman Empire ; Republic of Ragnfa, Great Britain, Porcugal, 
Kingdom of Fruffia, from Bufehing's Geography ; Voltaire’s Caiidide ; a Dialogue of St. Eviemond be- 
tween three perfons of different rontimeiits ; various articles from the En^•ycloptdi^Jgr ; Jufli's Foundation of 
th^ Power and Elappiiief^ of States : Callierc de la maniere de ntgocicr avec Ics fovverains ; Rouffcau'd 
Abridgement of St. Eierrds Prujet d'unc paix perpeinelh ; St. Real’s C'onfpiraimi da Ffpa^noh contre la 
Jiepuhiiqtie de Vemfe\ Vertot's Revolutions Romaines \ Mably's Uiffoire Grecque \ Chinefc Refle6liops froiw 
the Manfhur tongue; The Vifible World ; \j^xs^t:r\.*^Tra'Uc del Tajfl’o'R Je ruf alanine Liber at a 

Gulliytr's 'Travels ; Jofeph Andrews ; Jonathan Wild the Great ; Amelia ; of the Ventriioquills ; Gellert'd 
Bclfchwtiler ; the Art of being polite ; I..etier5 upon feveral Phyflt-al and PhiLfophical Subjeds; Macquer's 
Chy|n;{l^7 ; the Duty of an Officer; I’idionary of ihe^Prcnch Academy ; on the Advantage of inltniA* 
tng Youth in Claffical I.iteraturc ; Rollin’s Btlie’s Leitres ; BelTs Journey through Ruffia. 

This lid mcntion-s tigbiy-ihrce books, the tranflations whereof were in the prefs ; feventy-cight of 
which trsftiflation? %vcrc making; and fixty three, which the committee propoLd to be tranflated. 

i have received an account of the following tranflations, which have been fince made : 

Ilenriade ; D ahlt^ Eoi/eitx; Gcllcrt's Works ; Aderfon's Hillory of Commerce ; Robertfon^s Hiftory 
of Charles V. from the French t ran flat ion ; Pallas Samlungcn Mongolifchfn Volherfchafl^\ Englifli Gram- 
mar; Homer's Iliad ; VirgiTs iEntid ; Lucian’s Dialogues ; Milton’s P^radife Loft ; Coyer’s Hj/ioire de^ 
y. Sohiejhi ; Monte rquieu’s Efprit des Loix ; Mallet’s ffr/i. de Dannemarc ; JiUI, Generale de Voyages ; VJr- 
4^il’8 Eclogues and Georgies ; Cicero de Naittra Deorum\ Plato’s Works ; Hefiod ; Coxe’a Ruffian Dif. 
coveries ; Les Incas de Marmosslel % Biclfitld’s Political in flit lit Ion s ; Hijl* de la Maifon de Bicandenhurgh i 
l^'emcdres de Sully % Blackftone’s Commentaries; Piift. Aug. Script. Sex; Pope’s Eflny on Man 5 Locke 
on Education ; Livy,; feveral Fpiitles and Odes of Horace; Young’s Six Weeks Tour, tranflated by 
particular order of the Eroprefs, for the purpofc of diffufing the knowledge of practical agriculturtv 
ICC. 
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Chap. XX^^PepuIalion and Kfomues of the Rttjfian Emj>fre.- 

-Paper Cutrmey. 

THE population of the Ruffian* ominions maybe eftimated from the table of tHe 

polUtax aflefled in 1782. 

* M 

• 

Government of Mofcow - 

m 

440,359 

St. Peterfburgh 

m 

283,295 

Wibuurgh * 

- 

88,128 

. Tver . - 

m 

446,321 

Novogorod 

- 

269,320 

Plkof 

- ' 

2S8,JI25 

Smolenfico 


445.257 

Mohllef 

- 

33 ‘.«5 

Polotzk 

tir 

311,462 

Orel »• •• 

- 

462,520 

Kurile " • * 

- 

458,830 

Karkof 

m 

392,944 

Voronetz 

m 

394,934 

Tambof , 


438,025 

Refan • • 


434,679 

Toola 

IS 

418,927 

Kaloogha 

- 

384,423 

'\arollaf 

- 

370,961 

Vologda 


349,386 

Volodimir 

«• 

433,820 

Koftroma • 

• 

396,269 

Nilhnie-Novogorod 

•• 

398,3*7 

Viatka 

01 

407,950 

Perm 

- 

373,252 

Tobolik * - 

m 

166,225 

Kolyvan 

- 

39,297 

Irkutlk 

m 

123,232 

Ufa • - 


j 77,798 

Simblrlk, 

0 

36'. *59 

Kafan 

0 

373*.354 

Penfa • » 

m 

318,076 

Saratof * 

0 

282,817 

Aftrachan , - 

0 

23,776^. 

Afof - 

0 

» 77,849 

New Ruffia » 

m 

210,539 

Kiof 

m 

387,79* 

Tchernighof 

m 

368^099 

Novogorod Sleverlki 

- 

365.54* 

Riga - 


263,525 

Reyel * 

m 

99,564 

Stun tot^ of peafants paying tbe poll-tax. 

12,757.180 
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By doubling tUis number for the females, wc have for the pesfants, 
male and female, in the whole tC-uillan empire. 

To tins we muft. add nobles, - ^ - 

• Clergy and their families, * - - * 

.iMerchants'^d families^ , - - - 

Natives of Grim Tartary and the Kuban, • - 

Wandering hdrdes of Siberia, ... 


300,009 

1 30.000 

350.000 
80,000 

600.000 


And the total population of the Ruffian empire will, according to ? 

this calculation, be - - - * 5 ^6,764, 360 


A number, however large, greatly difproportioned to the extent of the 


empire *. 


The revenues of Ruffia, befides the impofts paid by the Ukraine, and by the pro- 
vinces conquered from Sweden, chiefly arife from the poll-tax ; the duties of import 
and export ; the excife upon fait ; ^the ciwn and church lands ; »the profits of the 
mint i and the fale of fpirituous liquors, and a few other articles. 

The poll-tax was introduced in 1731 b3f Peter I. ; and, at the apeeffion of Catha- 
rine II. was exafted from all perfons, excepting the nc'bles and gentry, clergy, navy, 
army, the Coffacs, the inhabitants of the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. All who 


This efttroation of poputsUon in RuiCa was, in 1785. fufltciently exait, and confidered fo by the 
laft llatitlical wi iter in Ruffii, irho adopted the general ftatemtnt fiom my account ; liiice thlt period 
a great acceflion of fubjetls has been gained by the_ territorial acquifitioDS, and fomc iucieafc of the popu- 
lation from natural caufes. 


Population in the new Acquiiltions ; 

Diftrict of Otebakof, 1791 

By fecond partition of Poland, 1793 

By the conqueft of Poland, 1795 , - * 

Courland - - 


40,000 

3.747.000 

1.407.000 
387,000 


Probable addition by the excefs of the births over the deaths, in the whole 
empire, for 15 years - - « 


5.579.000 

1.700.000 


Population in 1784 


7,079,000 

26.784,360 


Population In 1 800 


33»*63»3 <So 


Storch, in his Hiftorical Account of the Ruflian empirq, eftimates the population at 36,132,000, m 
179^ But he feems to have exaggerated the tiumber, by allowing an tncrcafe of 250,000 a year, and 
putting, therefore, the incrcafe during ten years at 3,000,000. 

Mr. Tooke, in the fecond edition of bis view of the Rulllan empire, greatly exaggerates the populatiuif, 
by fixing it at 40,000,000. He grounds his calculation on the tables of births and deaths given in the 
H,ainburgh Politifehes Journal, and proceeds on the principle, that only one perfon in fifty.eight dies 
annually. This calculation is erroneous, on two accounts ; firft, the lil^ of births and deaths is not ac- 
curate } it be ing a wejl known faa, that the number of deaths was diminiflied, and of the birtha augmented, 
to gratify the foveicign with an idea, that the population was rapidly incieafing. A ftriking example oc- 
curred during my firlt journey to Peteriburgh ; only a few of the numbers who peViflted in confequence of 
the cold or intoxication at the file mentioned in p. 227, Were included In the bills of mortality. Secondly, 
when the prevalence of thofe difeafe^ which Mr. Tooke himfelf enumerates, and the number of cafualties m 
IRuflEla, are confider/-d, it will appear to any perfon in the leaft accufiomed.to fucU kinds of calculation, 
that tt,e annual mortality muft be more than vne in fifty-eight. 

S 
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fi^eire liable to ibis tax'wfere Kited' ia different ptppprtiohs. as they wore merchants, 
bu*’gh^» ,pr peafantis. By the maniifeftp of i775ii,;protn,ulgated after die copciufion 
of tfiie Turkith war, the merchants *W!Bre exempted from this tax • and it now includtjs 
only the burghers and peafants. ‘ . f* 

Every fifteen or twenty years, the number of iuhaifitanfs*throughout'the empife'is 
ufually taken ; and, in each diUritl *fubje£l to the poll-tax, all males, infants as well as 
adults, under the defeription of a burgher or peafaut, are afl’clTed * ; irom that •period 
the fame afleffment is regularly paid fill the next revifion, whether the population of, 
that diftria increafes or.diminKhe^ j in the latter cafe, the inhabitants or landholders 
are bound to fupply the deficiency. ;■ in the former, the tax is not augmented, and of, 
courfe falls much eafier upon a l^e number of perfons. 'I'hc landholders are ah-* 
Iwerable for the poll-tax of their peafants. 

By a late imperial eclitl, the poll-tax was extended over the Ukraine and Con* 
quered Provinces ; and the other taxes paid by the peafants were aboli/hed. This 
altefation has greal,ly increafed the public revenue, and the poll-tax is oonfiderably 
more produftive. Computing the average tax paW by each peufant at a rouble and a; 
quarter, the poll-tax amounts to 15,435,000 roubles, or nearly double its former 
produce.. • ' ( 

I'he cuftoms, or average duties qn exports and imports, amount to 5,000,000 
loubles. 

The excife upon ./alt, which is appropriated to the Emprefs’s privy purfe, produces, 
on an average, 2,000,000. Her Majefly has twice diminiflied the price of fait nearly 
30 per cent. 

'I he mines (Sec chap. vi. of this book) and'eoinage, and duties upon iron at the 
forge, yield 3,395,910, exclufive of the profits from the coinage of gold and lilver im- 
ported into RufTia. ■ 

The church-lands, which arc now annexed to the crown, pi'oduce about 2,0.00,000 : 
part of this money is allotted for the falaries of the archbifhops, bifliops, and regular 
clergy, for the maintenance of the feveral monafterics, and ibr the penfions of officers 
and foidiers dirmilTtd.from the fcrvlce. The remainder, which belongs to the privy 
purfe, amounts to about .*00,000 roubles, . - 

The file of ijiiritiious liquors forms at prefent nearly one-third of the Ruffian re- 
venue. In every part of the empire, excepting the Ukraine and the Conquered 
Provinces, the crown alone has the privilege of felling fpirituou-s liquors. This branch 
of finance yields 10,000,000. -• 

j It Is no eafy mattrr to convey a clear notion of this tax, as well from tlic conn plica ted rnethful ufrn- 
P'pfinjj It, afj from iht different changes which are occalionaliy made in the m ode of tifh nivsent.-— A burglicr 
■jitty e nfually 4^. 9d- per annum ; a peafant of tlw c«o\vii, m fome iallance.-', ivs ; In oihers, 4s. ; a 

jejEifont of an indivr'diial, 38. ^d. — Every perfon evercifing the trade of a taylor, finiih, fho.emaktr, maron, 
<)r any ftm liar handicraft tr 3 de, and who enroU himfelf in the company of any town, pay** amurajly, btfuk 
the poll ta.%> 2S. Every peafant who qiilu his village, to trade. at Pcterfhnrgh, Mofeow, or elfewherc, 
pays 54, for his palTport. Thelc, and hiaiiy oilier fimilar taxes, are all ranged un^Jer the 

polhiaxlj or old believers in the Rniiian chnrch, pay double polhtax. Some burghtTS 

and peafartta, fuch as the yamftics, who fintl poH horfes, and others, are ex^?ihQp red from the polhtnjt ; 
others p:Vy il-in labour ; fome in furs, &c. I found it imprflible to give eqjial attention to every objeiff ; 
and I frankly own, tliat«amid tht variety of iutelJigcncc which I procured lu Rnfila, I do not perfcftly 
com^preheud each mode of afleffment in the poll tax 
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Recapitulation. 

Rotililci. 

Poll-tax - - - 15,435,000 

Cufton.'S • . ' . • - 5,000,000 

Salt • - . 2,000,000 

Gold a^d filver from the mines, profits of the coinage, 

and duly on iron at the forge - - 3,395,910 

Farm of fpiriluous liquors - , - 10, coo, 000 

Church lands - - - 2,000,000 

Duties on fales of Irmd.s and houfes, flatuped paper, * 
on mills, horfes, badis, Ihops, poll oliice, and 
other duties omitted - - 4,000,000 


Roubles 41,830,910 

Or, eftimating the rouble at 3s. 4d. * 6,97 1,8181.* 


The gradual increafe of civiliiiaiioa, in the Ruffian empire has Ijeen followed by 
a proportional increafe of the revenue. At the acceffion of Peter the Great, it 
amounted to 1,000,0001.; at his death to f,6oo,oocl. ; Elizabeth raifed it to 
3,600,000!. ; when Catharine afeended the throne, it produced 4,400,000!. ; now 
yields near 7,000,000!. ; .pul is Hill in an increafing Hate. This fum is fuflicient for 
the peace-eftabli/hnient. Of this revenue, the expcnces of the army and navy amount 
to about 3,176,000!. ; thofeof the civil elhiblifiiment to 2,972,485!. ; and the remain- 
der, or 80O5OC0I., is appropriated to the privy purfe of the Empiefs. But it is difficult 
tp conceive how (he is able to maintain the magnificence of her court ; the number of 
public inftitutions ; the numerous buildings f continually erefting at her cxpence ; the 
liberality w'ith which fhe encourages the arts and fcicnces ; the purcliafcc wliich Ihe is 
continually making in every country in Europe, and the immenfe donations which flie 
confers upon the moft favoured of her fubje£ls. * 

.The revenues of Ruflia may be confiderably augmented in cafe of emergency, by the 
increafe of the poll-tax, and the addition of new impofts. It fliould alio be oblerved, 
that in 1775 the Emprefs remitted fifty-feven taxes, and ten in the following year. 

The great fupport of the lafl; war was a new bank, called the Bank of Affignation, 
which was ellsbliflicd during hoflilities againft the Turks. When copper- money could 
not be coined with fuflicient expedition to anfwer the neceffities of the flate, bank 
notes to the value of 50, 73 J, and 100 roubles, in copper, were iflued. 'I’hefc notes 
are changed at the bank in Peterfburgh and Mofeow. The former, which 1 vifited, is 
a brick building, containing feveral vaulted roomsj each capable f)f holding .400,000!. of 
copper coin in bags, piled one above another; in fome the monpy was already placed, 
and the others were preparing for the reception of the remainder. Since 1 784 the oUl 
b.aiik notes were called in, and a new iflue made to the acknowledged amount of 

• Svcli was il)C giMicral (late nf the revenue in I734, Since thi:i periiid It has h^ett augmented by an 
vneruife of ttu iiory., ii.s well a.s by «lic impiqy^incnt of Commerce, and otJier national benefits. Acord- 
ii'g to Mr. Tooke, the latcfl author who has \vritten on the fubjeffi the re>fciiut* exceeds 41, oo€*ooo 
roubles Sec lifs ftatemtnt, which ft tins to be accurate. View^^f the Ruillaii empire, vol. ii. p» 326. 
bc3o!< vii. fetH. I . 

^ In time of p(*i)ce, Her Majcfly allots at leafi; 200, cool, per ann. for th^ purpofe of building. 

, Soon afuT the iijftiiution of this bank, fomc notes of 75 roubles being forged, ihofe bearing that 
viftlue vveic' called juafitud dcflroycd. 

3 lOOjOOOjOOO 
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100,0^0,000 roubles, in notes of five, ten, fifteen, twenty-five, nnd one hundred 
roubles'. On thefirfl appearance of this paper, it was received, pariicularly in the re- 
mote parrs of the empire, not without dlfi'culty, and the dircoLint ai^ainfl. it was com- 
monly about 3}, and in fome places even 6 per cent. The obvious advantages, hyw- 
ever, over copper-mon(?y, foon reconimendcd it to j^enersl ufe ; and^it was found*fa 
beneficial to commerce, that in 1779 the difeount in favour of filvej" fpecie was 
one per cent., and it bore a preniiuui of one and a half per cent. ov'.n‘ copper money. 
But fo large a quantify was circulai.'ic!, and the loans ro government fo lowered the- 
credit ot the ftate, that^in 1790 dii'couiit agaiafl: the paper currency was near 
per cent. 


Chat. ^SSS\*r^Admirally^ — Expcditmi fo Croriftadi. — The harbours and docksn — Rujfian ^ 
navy. — On RuJJla. — Genend obfervations on the Ruffian army. 

admiralty which (lands on the fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite ih^?* fortrefs 
of Pet(‘rlburgh, w^as built by Peter the Great, and is a large brick building, furrounded 
with a rampart and ditch; it is the great receptacle forfliips* llorcs, and contains tnaga- 
zin s of cordage, fails inafKs, ancliors, which are lent to Cronfbidt for the equipment 
ol the fleet. A large area between the front of the building and the Neva, is appro- 
priated for theconllruftion of veflels: when 1 was at Peteriburgh, five men of war and 
two frigates were upon the (locks f* ) 

Cronftaclt, the principal ftation of the Ru/Tian navy, is fitiiated on the Retufari, in 
the Gulf of Finland, ;u»ci was founded by Peter the Great, as being provided with the 
fafeft haboirr in tljcfe parts, and forming a ftrong bulwark for the cfefcncQ of the new 
metropolis. The only pafluge by winch (hips of burden can approach Pcterfl>urgh, lies 
on the ii'.uth fide of Rotuf.iri, through a narrow channel; commanded on cue fide by 
Croriihidr, ars J on the other by Cronflot^and the citadel. 

Croivfio!, whicli (lands on a fmal! fandy ifland, is a circular wooden building, fur- 
rounded with fcriijicaiioa^wiF \vc»ot!», and is garrilbned wirh an hundred men. The ci- 
tiuiel is another finall wooden (ortreft, raifed alJo upon an aJj^^cent fanJ-bank, iiiid,capa- 
ble ol holding rybout thirty ibldiers : all large vciTels mull pafs between Croiiflaut and 
rhefe two fortrefics, expoleJ to the fire of the oppofite battei ies; for the other parrs of 
the gulf r4re only from one to eleven feet in depth. 'I heie rornfications were, at the 
time of their couflruCtion, oflecmed. places of confidcrable fiivng»h; hut now derive 
their conrecpjcneC more from pad iiaportance, than from any refinance they could make 
againll the attack of a powerful fleet. • 

, The ifland Retufari i?;: a long flip of land, or rather fand ; through the inidfl of which 
tuns a ridgt oi griinit ?. It is 20 miles frorrtv reterll)urgh by water, four from liie 
jRjorc of Ingria, niiiN; from the coail of Carelia, and ten niiles iti circumrer-ence. It , 
was overfprtad with firs and pines v/hen iVtcr conquered it from the Swales^ but now 
contains thirty tlioufincl inl’ahitants, inclu ing twelve thoufand faiiorsaiul a garrifpn pf 
one thoufand five hundied men. The iflaiHt nflbrds a fmall quiuuiiy cl pallure, pro- 
• 

* T f»m M, formed UiaNtlsr Admirjdiy '■ futcoded to he rrmovt'd fo Cr ^^f!r^dt. 

^ -j’. nit'll of vv«r which at*.* Iramtd !:i tins JotU in ilioir to v. r'OifIfidr, lifted over thf hat* 

liv mtMtjij of canifis ; tin ft. m:?chiiic:s wt ie orijH.ialiy inYtriiit d hy tliY c»K brattd Dc for il>c purpoffi 

of c<MVvtyitv^' liirgt vtricls from A widcvdam ovtr the Pampui ; jmd 'A'cv^; imrouavCd inti> Pctcr 

fthti Cresu, ^vho obtained a muMifbof them jw iloJlaiJ'i. * > 
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duces vegetables, and a few fruits, fuch as apples, currants, goofeberries, and ^raw- 
berries, which thrive in this northern climate. 

^Cronftatit is built upon the fouih-caflcrn extremity of the ifland, and defended to- 
wards the fea by wooden piers * projt^tiiig into the water, and towards the land by ram- 
parts and bafUcftis. It is a RraggKng place and occupies, like all the Rufliaii towns, a 
larger fpaco of grpund than the number of habitations feems to require: the houfesare 
mollly of wood, excepting a few fronting the harbour, which are of brick Ituccoed 
white; among thefe are the imperial hofpilal for failors, the barracks, and the marine 
academy whicli contained, in 17} 8, three hundred and fcveiity cadets, who are main- 
tained and taught at thee>:pence of the crown: they are admitted at the age of five, 
and romaiu until fcvcntocn. 'J’hey learn accounts, mathematics, drawing, fortification, 
and navigation, and have mafters in the French, CTcrman, Englifli, and SwcdifJj 
languages. 'J’hey arc trained to naval tadics, at id make an annual cruize as far as 
Revel. 

CJronftadt has a haven appropriated to fliipsof war, and another to merchant vcd-;. 
The men of war’s haven contained twenty fliips of the line, and nine frigates, which 
were difmarted, with their guns and tackle on fliore. The Iszekicl of eighty guns, ef- 
teemed the fnicfl fhip in the navy, was built under the infpedion of Admiral Knowles, 
and carries eight hundred men. 

Clofe to the haven for merchant fliips is a canal a’ncl feveral dry docks, begun in 1719, 
for the purpofe of refilling the men of war ; this ufeful work was ncgledtcd under the 
fucceflbrs of Peter, and nqt completed until the reign of F.lizabeth : h has been Rill 
further improved by Catherine, and is now applied for building as well as for careen- 
ing fhips of the line. At the extremity of thele docks is a groat refervoir, five hundred 
and fixty-cight feet in length, containing water fuflicient to fupply all the docks, which 
is pumped out by means of a fire engine, the diameter of whole cylinder is fix feet. 
The length of this work, from the beginning of the canal, to the end of the lafl dock, 
is four thoufand two hundred and twenty-one feet. The fidcs of the docks are faced 
with flono, and the bottom paved with granite; they are forty feet deep, one hundred 
and five broad, and capalde of containing nine men mf war on the flocks. 

Nothing can convey a higher idea of tlievafland perfevering genius of Peter the 
Creat, than the fituation in which he found the Rnfllan navy, and the Rate in w'hich he 
left it. . 'i'hough in the beginning of his reign he did not poRcfs a man of w'ar, yet in 
the courfe of a few years he equipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line, which rode miRrefs 
of the IJaliic. . Under his fucceffors the Ruffian navy was greatly ncgleiEled, and was 
in fo bad a condition at tlie acccRiun of Catherine, that fhe almoft equalled her prede- 
ceflbr in the creation of a new fleet :.fhe invited Englifh captains and fiiipbuilders into 
(.RuflTia, particularly Admiral Knowdes, who W'as remarkable for his fkill in naval archi- 
tefture. Under her aufpices Europe lately beheld with altonifhment the Ruflian flag 
difplayed in the Archipelago, and the Turkifti fleet annihilated at Tchefme by a fqua- 
dron from the North t. 

Ruflia produces every article ncceflary for (he conftrudlion and equipment of fhips, 
which arc built chiefly at CronRadt, Peterfburgh, and Archangel : thofe conftruQed 
at CronRadt and at Peterfburgh are made with oak ; thofe from Archangel with larch- 
wood. For the fupply of the dock-yards at Peterfburgh and CronRadt, the oak is fent 
from the province of Cafan ; the Ukraine and the government of Mofeow fupply the 

, ♦ Ig i784Cronft<tlt was fortifying with ftone piers. The eflxmate was 7,0,00,000 roubles. 

f Since the acquifuion of Crim Tartary, srnd the other conquefts from Turkey, (hips are now built at 
Kerfoh and in the harbours of Taurida. 
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hemp; the inafts are procured from the vaft traQs of foreft between Novogorod and 
the Gulr ol r inland, or Imnilfifd by the provinces difnieinbered from Poland. Pitch 
and tar are ol)taiiicd Irom \ViburgIi._ Manufadories of cordage and faihcloths are eUa- 
blilhcd in diflerent parts ol the empire ; atid the nihgazines ol Peterilnirdi and Arch- 
angel arc always ple-ntiiuliy llored with large quunliiie.s of Ijoth thofe ardcles. \ 

1 he navy ol llnfiia in the pors* o! the Baltic and Archangel, confided, in of 

thirty-eight Ihips of the line, lifieen frigates, fourpranies, and one hundred and nine* 
galhcsf. • 

Of this number about twenty <igln f lips of the lino and ten frigates, including thofe 
built with larch-wood, Were fit lor iinnicdiatc fervice. In cafe however of nccellity or 
danger, Riillia producing all the necelTary materials, her navv might loon be confideii- 
bly increafed, of which I have given a remarkable initancs on a former octialion +. 
But though Ruflia, fiiice the beginning of this century, has made furprifing exertions iu 
the in-.u-me, and rapidly become more powerful at fea than the neiglibourin<^ kingdoms 
in the isuith j yet, in naval aflairs, (he mult be conluiered ilill in her inl'ancy, beiinr 
jvi incip.illy indcb!*Ld to the iMiglilh, as well lor tije conllriiclion ol her Ihips, as for ma- 
ncenviing and dii'ciplining her (leet. Many circumilances indeed concur in retarding 
the progrelsol her maritime llrength: i. The want of ports in the Ocean; 2. The 
Imall extent ol her fca-coalt, and that obl'truiRd by ice; 3. Adeficicncv of experi- 
eiiccd leameu. . ^ * 


1. It is obvious that Ruflia docs not podefs a fiiigle port on the Ocean, excepting 
that ol Archangel, which is of no ule but in a commercial light ; as well on account of 
its great diftuiice from the other European fcas, as becaiife the navigation round the 
Morih Clape of Lapland, fiiuated in the yad degree of latitude, is only open in the 
midll of i'unimer. 

2. It has been jullly remarked, that few natioiis have attained a great height of na- 
val power, which did notpolTefs a confidcrable traftof fea-coaft ; and Ruflia, excepting 
the late acquifilions on the Black Sea, the defolate fliores round ArchanTCl *and of the 
I'Tozen Ocean, and the inhofpitablc regions of Kamtchatka, can boalt 110 greater por- 
tion of maritime country than whjt lies between Wiburgh and Riga§ ; a mere point 
forfo large an empire, and rendered lefs valuable by bordering on the Gulf of Finland 
and the Baltic; inland leas without tides, when compared with the Ocean, fcarcelv'fu- 
perior to the lakes, and inaccefliblc jj for at lealt five months in the year. 


* As T could not obtain an txaiSl account of the Rufli»'in fiiips in the Black Sea, I have oborrii to be 
iilcnt on that liead ; I fliall only obftrve, that, fcveral nen of wdr and frigates were buildfii;^ at St. Derocrr.,. 
TauroF, and Kherlbii. According to Mr. Tookc, in I7t;6 the UnlUaii fleet at Scbaftapol, the principa* 
harbour of Taurida, or C rim Tart ary, coufiilcd of eleven fliips of the line, and cigJu fi/^atea. View of 
the Ruffian Empire, Book 6. fed. 2. The reader will find iu the Voyages dc deio: Francois, 
iv. ch. II. lilhof the Ruffian fleet in 1779, I786,^aad 1791. The number of the fnfl diflers little IrordP 
that which 1 liave given, and which is inferted in the Appendix. In 17} 6 the rtiips of the line amounted 
to forty-one, and tw^enty*-fix frigates. In 1791 the wliole navy, iiichiding fhips on the llocks, amounted 
to fight of one hundred and ten guns, tw^enty-tw^o of feventy-four, and twenty of iixty-fix; twentv feven 
frigates, four bomb veffels, two piamcs, feventeen cutters, and four fircfliips, bcfides gallics, and nulnerous 
vcifels of war, principally intended for innkhig defceiiis. Of thefe, however, not moic than thirty* fliip'Ss of 
the lii.c could be confidcred as/it foi immediate i’ervicc. 

•f* See* a Jill of the Ruflian navy in tlie Appendix. t Sec vol. ii. h6ok4. 

^ The acquifition of, Courland has fince added a (mall tracl of inariiime coiiH. 

j| The ports in the Baltic being frozen during that period, no \cflcls cun take their departure before April 
or May, and mull return at latcil in OiSobcr. 
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The third caufe isu deficiency of experienced fearnen *. Government, indeedV 
retains in he pay about eighteen thoufand failors, nioft of whom have never fer^ed ; a 
few in time of peace make annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far as the Eng* 
liih Channel ; others are employed in the fummer ftafon in navigating the veffek laden 
with niercliandife from Cronftadwo Peterlburgh. Butfuch nurferies as thefe are by no 
me^ns fufficient nor can the deficiency be fuppHed, in cafe of an immediate war^ from 
private,yeffels ; for R uliia has fcarcely any merchant- fhips, which iscliiefly owing to the 
uate of vaflalage, and the ftrift laws that prevent natives from quitting their country 
without a licence. A merchant who fits out a trading velTel, muft firrt apply to the 
admiralty, for permiffion to take on board a certain number of natives ; leave being ob- 
tained, the pafl'cs for each failor are brought and lodged in the admiralty ; and fecurity, 
at the rate of 30I. per man, is given for thdr return. Thus, without altering; the fun- 
damental laws of the kingdom, and innovating on the long-eftablifhed fyftem of vafl’a- 
lage, an adequate number of experienced failors cannot be niifed to man a large fleet 
on fudden emergencies. In a word, no kingdom, without diflant colonies, confider- 
able filheries, and an extenfive fea-co»ft, to fomiHarize the inhabitant?, to the dangers of 
the ocean, is likely to acquire fuch a marine as to become formidable to the great naval 
powers of Europe. 

The navy of R uflia, however, with all thefe difiidvantagcs, is I'ufKcient to prote£l: 
her coalis, to convoy her merchantmen, to mak'' her refpi dlable in tht Baltic, or in 
cafe of a 'I’urkifh war, to fend a fl' 1 1 into the Arcbipi iag;o. If i.s her advantage to main- 
tain a good correfpondence,with the great maritime powers, whom fhe lupplies with na- 
val flon s; and who are, on that account, equally intercfled to relpedfand cultivate her 
fri( nc'fliip. The frontiers of her immenfe dominions border on Sweden, Poland, Tur- 
key, Perfia, and China t» and thclecurity of her empire depends more on her army 
than her navy. 

' The Ruffian army is divided into regular and irregular troops. 

The regulars confiding chiefly of infantry, include airthofe who wear uniforms, and 
are trained to European difeipline. The Ruffians are excellent foldiers ; bnwe, fleady, 
obedient, patient of fatigue and hardfhip, and fcaraely ever guilty of defertion. 

"Wiih refped to the irregular troops, feme of whom are dill armed with bows and 
arrows, and coiifilt entirely of horfe, their number is very confiderable, and can 
fcarcely be afetrtained. Of this body the corps of Colfacs, who are edeemed tlie mod 
exccl'eiit, and w'bo bear the greateft refemblance to regular troops, are thus deferibed 
in the journal of Colonel Floyd. 

“ The C< rfaesarein general perfons of low dature; they wear fmall whifkers, and 
fl avc their In ads, excepting the crown, upon which they leave a fmall circle of hair. 
Their drefs is a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and large pantaloons, boots or half- 
boots, without fpurs, and a whip hanging from right wrid. Their arms are a lance 
about twelve feet in length, a brace of pidols, llting on the left fide, a cartridge-box 
on the right, and a fmall feymitar without any guard, or even erdfs- bar. 'I'heir horfes 
are ponies, drong and aftive, but not fleet. The accoutrements are a kind *of huffar 
fa'ddle, a fmall fhaiflewith large eyes and no horns, to the near eye of which is iadened 
a thong, that is alfo tied to the faddle, and which occafidnally ferv„es for a halter. 

■* In the naval expedition againft the Turks, it was a remark made by feveral of ourofEceri, that the 
diRance from St. Pctt rfbiirgh ,to the Archipelago was a fortunate circumilance, as the Ruffian# acquired 
Mperimee during the voyage. * 

. f ^ince the final difmemberaier^ CirTsland, on the Auftrian and Pruffian dominions. 

' They 
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They ride ftort and full-footed, raife therofelves on their (lirrups, bend their bodies with 
great aaivity, and throw themfelves into different attitudes. They never pu(h their 
horfes on iull fpeed in a ftraight line ; but in galloping turn them in various direShns, 
defcribhig in their progrtfs a ierpendne line, and wheeling continually to the right and 
left. 'When not in aftion, they carry their lance flung orvthe foot j when engaged, 
they prefent it againd the enemy by holding it almofl in the middle, and counterpoifing 
it under the arm ; and, from conllant praflice, dired it againft an objeft with great dex- 
terity. In retreating, they reft the lapee upon their Ihoulder as a defence agaittft’blows^ 
and occafionally oj)pofe the point to a purfuing enemy. 

“ Thcfe Coflacs, ott account of iheir averfion to regular difeipSine, are not trained to 
attack in fquadron : but aft only as ikirmilhers, and are faid to be extremely adroit h\ 
their deiultory evolutions : they are ufually let loofe upon a flying enemy, when they 
do great executi(,n. They exrei as patrols, and are remarkable for their vigilance on 
out-polls, and their knowledge of the country. The fagacity which they derive from 
habit and praftice is in ion;e particulars aflonilhing ; by examining a trail lately traverfed 
by the enemy in the mall uiniuliuary manner, thc^can difeover with tolerable exaftnefs, 
tbr number of liorles that have palled over it, and how many of them were led. Some 
oi tin m can ilviyy, if any movement is taking place among a corps of troops, far be- 
yond the reaeli or uloal oblervation; others, by applying their ears to the ground, can 
iliiiingudh ihebuz t.f men, or the clattering of horfes feet, at a confiderable dillaiice. 
They can take the field every day without intenniflion, and are indefatigable in haraff- 
ing the enemy ; they are contented with at fcanty fubfiilence, and do not require any 
forage to be carried for their horfes. '' 

“ There are eight regiments of thefe Coflacs: each regiment confifls of five fqua- 
drons, and each fquadron of a hundred men, befide officers. I’here are alfo fix other 
regiments of horfe, called regular pikenien, fimilarin their arms and accoutrements to 
the Coflacs, and diftiiiguifhed from them only by a trifling difference of drefs.” 

Computed Force of the Ruffian Army in 1785. 

A. • ■< 


Guard, horfe and foot ’ - * - . 10,000 

Regular cavalry *- - - «► 69,465 

Regular field infantry and artillery - • 255 »t 34 

Garrifon battalions .... 49>ooo 
Artillery ditto - - • - S> 5 ^° 

Total - 389*099 

Irregulars not included. 


Such was the date of the Ruffian army upon paper; but the real nuijiber always 
falls fhort of this ILft. For it is probable that the effeftive troops on the peace eftablifhJ* 
ment fcarcely exceet^ two hundred thoufand ; and the Ruffians have feldom. brought 
into the field more than one hundred thoufand effeftive men *. 

e ■ In confefluence of tli? territorial scqniCtions, the army has bren fince increafed ; accordinj^to Mr. 
Tooke’a acetiunt, ita nominal* force amounts to fix hundred thoufand men, iiiclucing irregulars, or whom 
he confiders five hfliiditd thoufand effeftive. 'View of the Ruffian empire, voh 11. ^ 251, 2d edition. 
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Chat. XXII. — Jiife and progrefs 'of the EngHjh trade with Riyjia. — Copimerce of the 
Britijh factory of Si. FeterJburgb.—^Exports and imports. 

The couiirterclal intercourfe between Ruflia and the northern parts of Germany was 
'begun &nd carried on by the Hanfeadc towns, which in 17:56 cftabliflied fadories at 
Novogorod and Plefcof *, and for a confiderable period entirely engrofl’ed the trade of 
this empire. * 

• The accidental difeovery of Archangel, in 1553, transferred a great part of this 

lucrative commerce to the Englifh. On the i ith of May, th.ree lltips l'ailed^;m Dept- 
ford, to explore the North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh Willougnby. 'I'wo 
of thefe veffels penetrated as high as the yed degree of latitude, to the coalt of Spirz- 
bergen j and being afterwards forced by llrcfs or w'eathcr into the bay of the 1 iver Av~ 
zina in Ruffian Lapland, both crews were frozen to death. • 

Richard Chancellor, who commanded the other Ihip, called the Bonaventure, dif- 
covering the country bordering on the White Sea, landed near the moutlt of Dvina, 
in a bay which he denominated the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a convent, near the 
prefent port of Archangel. Information of his .arrival being difpatched to Ivan Vaffi- 
iievitch II. the Tzar fummoned him to Mofeow, diflinguilhed him with many marks of 
kindnefs and attention, received in the moft favourable manner a letter front EtKvard 
VI, t» and permitted the Engliflt to open a commerce with Ruffia. On Chancellor’s 
return, a Ruffian company was eflabliflied by Queen Mary, and in 1555 he again re- 
paired to Mofeow, accompanied by fcveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, to 
whom the Tzar granted “ a free liberty J of trading to any part of his dominions, 
without paying duties either of export or import, of cxerciling all kinds of merchan- 
dizes in his empires and dominions, freely and quietly, without any reflraiiit, impeach- 
ment, price, exadlion, cuflotne, toll, igapofitiqn, or fubfidie.” 

The correfpondence between Elizabeth and Ivan has already been mentioned § ; 
and it is no wonder that the monarch who obtained the promife of an afylum in 
England, if depofed by his fubjedls, ihould confer additional immunities on the new 
company. Thefe privileges, renewed on different occafions, amounted to monopoly ; 
“ Ivan forbidding all other perfons but the members of the laid company, and all other 
nations but the Engliih, to carry on any traffic to any of the northern coaffs of 
Ruffia 1 |.” • 

During the reign of Ivan, the Engliih company fettled colonies in different parts of 
the empire j one at Kolmogori, where they even obtained grants of land, erefted 
c warcl^ufes, and formed a rope-walk ; others at Novogorod and Vologda. Their 
chief eftablilhment was at Mofeow, where ilie I'zar built for their refidcnce a large 
brick edifice, called the ambalfador’s houfe. The principal merchandize which the 
firft Engliih Ihips exported from Ruffia, were furs and Ikins, malls, flax, hemp, cord- 
age, tollow, train-oil, tar, pitch, and leather Their imports were chiefly cloths of 

all Ibrts, cottons, and tin. « 

• * 

♦ The TViercliantR of Mamhurgh and Lubcc, and of the other .Hanfeatic toVlrno, in carrying on this 
traffic, ufually failed to Revel or Narva, and from thea'ie'pancd throii;r]|i Dorpt to Plcfcof and Novogorod. 
S.R.G.V. p 41S; and liuf. Hilt. Mag. X. 291. f Hackluyt, vol. i, p-,253* 

J Ib. p. 265, 26^ dated Mofeow, 7060, the fecond month of February. 

• vol. a, book 3. chap. $. || ^ackluyt, p. 462. % Hackluyt, vol i p. 298— 30^. 
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Another unexpeded advantage was derived from this conneaion with Ruffia. Ivan 
VafliHevitch, having conquered the Tartars of Cafan and A ftracan,* extended his do- 
minions as far as the Cafpian Sea, and eftablifhed a communication with the Perfians 
and Bucharians *. Animated with file hopes of gain, the Englifli fadory obtained a’ 
patent for an exclufive trade with Perlia and Bucharia; and fcvcral merchants pafl^ 
through Mofeow to the countries beyond the Cafpian. ’ * 

At the death of Ivan, the Englini' loll their great fupport ; and, on ’the acceffion o<' 
Feodor, the conurmation of their impumities was for fnme time refulej : this refufal 
was owing to the impatience of Sir Jerome Bowes, the Englifli ambalfador, who, by 
his fupercilious deportmeht, oflended the Ruffian nobility, and occaHoned a revoca’tioa 
of the patent. In 1586, Jerome Horfey, the Englilh agent at Mol'cow, obtained the‘ 
rc-ellablifl^ent of feveral immunities; and, in' 1588, Giles Fletcher t concluded, 
through the inlcrelt of Boris Godunof, a treaty of league and amity between Elizabeth 
and Feodor, the fecond article of which contained, “ A confirmation and rc-eflablilh- 
ment of the former privileges of the companie of our Englifli merchants, which were 
infringed and anmilled in the principal points, with divers neceflary additions io the 
fame, for the better ordering of their trade in ihofe countrys hereafter 

At length the grant of exclufive trade feems to have been finally revoked by Boris 
Godunof, who extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which had been hitherto 
peculiar to the Englifli, and reinftated the Hanfeatic towns in their ancient traffic to 
Novogorod and Plcfcof §. Still, however, the privileges which remained to the faftory 
were confiderable, confifting in a commerce free of duty to any part of the Ruffian 
dominions. 

At the revolution which placed Demetrius upon the throric, the Englilh fadory con* 
ceived a flrong hope of recovering its patent of exclufive trade. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good effects of his favourable intentions, and 
the civil calamities which, fubfequent to his affaffination, defolated Ruffia, almoft an- 
nihilated the Englilh commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated by the eledion 
of Michael, Sir James Merricke, ambaffador from James I. to the court of Mofeow, 
obtained from the new Tzar a frefli patent in favour of the company ; w'hich allowed 
them, as before, a free trade, without paying duties or cuftoms, to Archangel, and 
from thence to Kohaogori, Novogorod, Mofeow, and other parts of his dominions ]|. ' 
This beneficial commerce was, in 1648, fuddenly annihilated by Alexey Michael, 
ovitch, who banilhed the Englilh merchants from ids dominions. The caufe oi‘ this 
expulfion is generally imputed to the refentment conceived by the Tzar againft the 
Englilh, Tor the execution of Charles 1 .^, with whom he war clolely'coiineded by 

leagues 


* Ruflian Difioverics, part ili. chap. i. 

4 Fletcher, who went this embalTy, and haa publilhed a curious account of Ruflia, was fellow of' 
King’s College, Cambridgt. 4 - Hachluyt, vol. i. p. 473- J) S. R. G. V. p. 159. 

II As long as there was no town at the mouth of the Dvina, titc merchandize was fent to Kolmogorl 
and from thence into the interior parts of Ruflia. Some time in the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, the firft 
foundations of the caftlc of Archangel were laid : ft took its name from a monaftery built in honour hf tlte 
jirtbangel Michael. This fpot fcon increafed to a town, and became the great ftaple of the Englilh trade. 
Sec S. R- G. vii. p.»47o. 

« In the midft of the Khitaigorod at Mofeow, there is an ancient gateway, which forms the entrance 
into the printing-office of the Holy Synod ; it is of curious woikmanfliip, ornamented with figures of the 
lion and unicorn grotclbuely carved in wood. Thefe being the fupporters of the Royal arms of England, 
authors have conjectured that this gateway was the entrance to the hotel, conllruAed by order of {van 
Vaffilievitch, for the refidenoe of the Englifli ambaffador, and that the Tzar Alexe^ Was fo offeiidfd at. 
tli» execution of Charles, that he converted ft into a printiitg office. It is probable, indeed, from the" 

■ figures 
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leagues- of afeiity and alliance t the 

year.before that event; His indignation 
.te5ict'} the, reat'motiv^^bt'ing -derived' 

port and import^, to the ainhdnt of 15' per c^'ti if‘\th<^ w tfte liberty 

of, 'ca rrying oV as JVee% tr^dc as the Ehgliih; ; Eof ^oi the ^saair fuf- 

fered William Prideaux, Cromv^sifs agent, to Tefide: at Andhangel, an<i permitted the 
Engliih to renevy their, fcprumcrce in that port on the fame footing with' oth^ foreign- 
ers ‘ it appears alfo, from Milton’s and T^urjoe’s State Papi^f, that/tiie Tzar not 
only received feveral letters from (Sr6mwe}l,*and returned anfwefs j but, at the pro- 
tector’s requeft, even agreed to admit, bis ambaiia'dpr at MofcbvV. Iii confequcnce of this 
permiflion, Richard Bradlhaw, Cronnveirs refident at Hamburgh, proceeded in his way 
to Mofeow, as far as Mittau, where he was honburably, entertained by tljft* Duke of 
Courland ; from which town feVeral difpatChes paflpd between Bradfliaw atro the Ruf- 
fian Chancellor, with refpefl to the fuperfeription of the Protector’s letter to the Tzar, 
vvhich did not confer on that monarch all the titles he required. This feeras to have 
been merely a pretext, as Bradfliaw ^iferts, to prolong the time ; and in efTefthc fooa 
afterwards returned to Hamburgh without having accomplifhed his iiitended nnbafl'y j . 
Cromwell, however, gained a great point in opening the' commerce of Archan- 
gel to the Englifli ; and although Alexby could not be induced to grant a free trade 
into the interior parts of his dominions ; yet this exclufion was not peculiar to the 
Englifli ; for he equally prohibited all foreign traffic, except at Archangel J. \ 

Soon after the Reftoration, Charles il. defirous of obtaining a renewal of the com.li 
pany’s privileges, difpatched the Earl of Carlille to Mofeow, who was ordered to re-' 
prefent, chat “ (hefe very ppvijeges wqre the bafis and foundation on which the amity 
of the two crowns of England and Mufeovy were fiiperftruCled.” The embaffy failed 
offuccefst the failure was imputed to the haughty deportment of the ambaflador, 
who expreffed difguft at the bad accommodations in Ruffia, did not pay fufficient court 
to the niinifters and favourites of ihe Tzar, tendered repeated remondrances in a manner 
totally repugnant to the Ruffian cuftoni, and, iiuder a falfe notion of maintaining the 
dignity of his fovereign, objeflcd to the Ruffian ceremonial. It is much to be quef- 
tioned, however, if the Earl of Carlifle had aCtej a lefs impolitic part, whether the 
Rijfttan court would have renewed the charter of the compaay in its/full extent, par- 
ticularly the exeraption from duties of export and import; fince the Dutch readily 
paid the cuftoms. The Earl of Caflifle could only obtain a permiflion that the Englifli 
Ihould trade freely into the Ruffian dominions, but remain fubjeft to the duties of 
export and iftiport. From that period the Britifli cbrhmerce has fuffered no inter- 
rupdon *;'■ 

‘ Archangel continued the foie port for the exports and imports Af. 'Ruffia,^to^ 
building of St. Pcterlburgh, when Peter the Great removed the commence of the 

figurw of -tlif lion and nnicorn, that th's iratcwjfi^Ijiad fotTff rtfcfrfhce to the Englifli, alihiinj^h I’t' was not 
tfte ainbalt«k*tV boteb tf'®* bdiip; fnuated oKar tlfe cliurrti 'M®!*'**tt**» it) another |J 4 Vt df the Rtli- 
tai^ori^ } bat -it evi'deiilJy appeal ;), f iMiri an iiifcriptipn «vi;f th;; ,i?sfeway^^ that Hits ^iiVildiH^-'iifaa not con- 
verted.; into 4 pthillagroffice on account of tUe'exiitcti’ion of 'jC^orjes. ’i;Hie infcrip^ldh 'deilOtrt); t 
MichaA Fcb'dofoyitisl); and hij foil A.lcacy, 'cauft'd;tli«fe:!Sphiiineot|-hiTd thll ^#i'to bc'cOiillruAed id the 
piir.ti%,-hoofo jf.uiiie'tpthv 7152, or, aecdi^fitg td'O^ n.'piai'' proof that tht eitabliihmtnt of 

- the priiJtir(g<hot«fe was prioi', by atjeaft ^tljiVet ,y«at^. to the cXecfi.to^^ C!barli;a,' and tbtiM havc' dd rc- 
. I’ercnce' to tlisit'-cveat, ' *■ Th'uidoe;'' Vot'-ii' '-'A - ■ 

See Milton?s iVorlcs, p. i6^y. Thurloe.'^vol iii p a;fi, and vi. 4 oPm412> 45^). 

Af'bntloe, vohfi. p. 59a. : S lixeept the fltort interval under Paul. 
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White Sea to the havens of the Baltic The Britifh merchants, who were highly 
favouted by that monarch, fettled in the new metropolis, which fuddenly became the 
principal mart for the Ruflian trade. The privileges of the Britifli faftory eftablilhed 
in Ruflia are confirmed by afolemn treaty of comhierce and navigation, concluded 'in 
1 734 between George II. and the Emprefs Anne j pnd fijace renewe;)^ betweeiv'Jflis 
prefent Majefty and Catherine II. f 

The whole trade of St. Peterlburgh in exports and imports for 1/77, with the Eng- 
lilh and other natio^, was, ’ * 


In exports 
Imports 


2,4.00, oocl. 
1 ,600,000 


4,000,0001. w 


^llance in favour of Rufiia 

■» 

The Britilh lhare in this trade is. 

In the exports about J 
Imports 


8 oc,ooo 


1,508,782!. 6 7 
423*942 123 


ij932»724h 


Gain 


1,084,839 14 

• ' " ' - I I 


Confequently, the trade with all other nations (the Ruffian fubjefts included) is, 


In the exports 
Imports 


891,217!. 14^ 
1,176,057 83 


2,067,275!. a 


Lofs 


284,839 14 


From hence it is evident Ruffia gains annually 7 
by her trade with the Britilh fubjeds about 3 
And that flie lofes by her trade with all other 7 
nations . . _ 3 


1,084,8391. i4‘ 
284>839 14 


Remains annually a clear gain of about ^ 800,000 o . 


But Ihould the contraband traffic (in which the value of the imports far exceeds that 
of the exports, and in which the Britilh have little or no concern) be included, it will 

confiderably diminilh the balance of thefe commercial profits as jufi: Hated. 

* 

* In 1752, Elizabeth, again rellorcd the ancient immunities of Archangel ; and its prefent trade is not 
inconfidcrable. The port fupplies the government of Archangel, and part of thofe of Nifhnci-Novogorod 
and Cafan, with European commodities^ and draws in exchange from thofe parts corn, flax, hemp, coarfc 
Jinen, cordage, fails, mafts, tallow, which arc moilly conveyed by tlie Dvina ; it forms alfo a ^rinalpal 
communication with the northern and weilcrn parts of iiibcria, from whence furs, fleins, and iron arc 
procured* • , ^ 

t The reader will find the firft treaty of 1714*® Rouflet’s Supplement to Dumont’e Corps Diplo« 
tnatique, voh iii. p. 4^5 ; and the lad, of 1766, iii a Colledion of Treaties between Great Britain 
and other Powers, vol. ii. p. 309—- 327, 

:|: Sec Britifh exports and imports, Appendix, No. z. 
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According to thisftatement, half the of St. Prtefflwrgh i« in the hands of the 
Englilli ; but as their exports and impdrts ip 1777 exceeded topfe of the preceding or 
lubTcquejit years, this eJHmate may be copfidcred as too highly rated j we may famly, 
hbwever, allow, upon the moil moderate computation, that a third of this commerce is 
carried on by bur fador)'.' , , 

The average number of merchant fliips, which annually arrive from England at the 
port of Cronrtadt, with goods laden for St. Peterfburgh, may be colleded from the 
fSllowing table : * 


Ytars. 

Ships 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Ycarse 

bhips. 

*753 

- U 9 

*758 

- 161 

1763 

- >49 

>773 

- 3‘9 

^754 

- 236 

1759 

- 206 

1767 

. 300 

‘774 

. 3.8 

1755 

- 160 

1760 

- *37 

1763 

-,237 

1776 

- 320 

1756 

- i 85 

1761 

■ * 3 ® 

1769 

- 322 

1777 

- 360 

‘757 

- 129 

1762 

- >53 

1770 

. 306 

1778 

- 252 


The general ftate of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 1778 was, 

In exports - - a, 042,097!. 8 

Imports ' - - ' 1,318,428 16 

/ 3»3So,526 4 


In 1790, the exports from St. Peterfburgh amounted to 38, 169,025 roubles 1 the 
imports I9>a90,779. 

•In 1778 the following number of veffels arrived at Cronftadt ; 


Englifh 

252 

Dutch 

>47 

Hamburgh 

• 2 

French • 

1 

Danifh 

39 

Stralfund 

• I 

Spaniih 

6 

Pruffian ^ 

’26 

Bremen 

- 3 

Radian 

12 

Lubeck » 

38 



Portuguefe 

2 

Roflock - 

^9 

Total 

- 607 

SWedifh 

47 

.Dantzick 

2 


- - 


Beiide the metropolis, the Rudian trade in the Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, 
Narva, and Wiburgh. From Riga t a confiderable quantity of com is exported by the 
Englifh, Swedes and Dutch, which is fent down the Duna from the provinces of Plefcof, 
iGmolenfko, and Novogorod : the malls are alfo flupped from the fame port. The 
other exports from this, and the above* mentioned maritime towns, are fimilar to thofe 
of St. Peterfburgh. 

* Ttfe Fnacbesportf and inports are, in time of war/noftly conveyed in Dutch bottoms, which ti 
the reafon why, in 1778, but one Ftench vtfiel arrived at Croni^t, al^ough their exports and import* • 
for that ^earamountedto 14817531. t See the accountof Riga in die ad volui^e. 
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Additioiu tof&e Account of the Englijh. Commerce,-“AuguJi i8oi* 

. BY the kind cbinmunicatioii of ? friend well verfed in the Buffian commerce, I am 
enabled to fubjoin a ftatement of the mode in which the Britifli trade is princioally 
conduced. • ♦ « • 

To enter into all the details of the Rudian cbmmerce, from the growth of the raw 
article in the interior provinces to its arrival at the port for exportatiiMi, would ^-equire 
a diftina, and indeed, a voluminous. treatifei. But a few obfervations may give a general 
idea of an interefting part of the Cubjeft, namely, the manner in which the commerce 
is conduded between (Jreat Britain and Ruflia. . 

The particular priyij,eges attached ta the guilds, into which the Ruffian “merchants 
are enrolled, appropriate to them the interior commerce of the country. 

A foreigner who imports goods into Ruffia, mull fell them to Ruffians only, and at 
the port where they arrive, none but natives being allowed to fend merchandize into 
the interior of thq empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, fettled in Ruffia, and 
having connedions with natives, do carry on a trtide with the interior j but it is con- 
trary to law and the goods are liable to feizure. 

The late Emprtjfs, probably with a view to induce foreigners to weave their interefts 
more clofely with Ruiliaj by engaging their capital in every department of commerce, 
propofed certain advantages to thofc foreigners who would infcribe themfelves in guilds, 
and put themfelves on the fame footing with her own fubjeds. The advantages were, 
under a commercial point of view, very confiderable. They greatly diminilhed the 
heavy duties on feveral articles *, and permiffion was granfed'to trade into the country, 
that is, to cari'y imported articles to the bell market, and to purchafe the native pro- 
duds either by themfelves or agents. Notwithllanding, however, the probability of 
being underfold by foreigners, and even by feme few of their own countrymen, a large 
majority of the Britilh merchants refufed to refign, or even to rilk that charader and 
independence which they had fo long and honourably fullained as Britilh fubjeds, pro- 
teded by Ruffian laws. 

If their determination, did honoifr to their firmnefs, the event proved (What could 
not be forefeen) that it even promoted their interell. The Ruffians foon perceived,! that 
if foreigners, with all their intelligence and large capitals at command^ could, like 
themfelves, penetrate the country, the principal emoluments would pafs: inio*other 
hands, and they counteraded the attempts of the new fpcculafors. Even when the pri- 
vilege was granted to Britiili fubjeds^ by the Treaty of Commerce coneluded by His 
Majelly’s late minifter at the court of St. Peterlburgh, it was impoffible to derive any 
folkl advantage from it } for although the right of fending goods into the interior was 
no longer difputed, yet by the revival of corporation laws^ till that time confidered as 
.obfolete* ' it was found that goods belongirfg to foreigners in palling through different 
towns would ba fubjed to fuch heavy duties, that the Ruffians were able cpniiderably 
to underfell the Britilh merchants who engaged in thefe adventures. ... 

-Thfi Ruffians, therefore, as conneded w^ Britilh' commerce, form two dillind j 
firil, the grower of the rav articles^ as herapj flax, &c. or the proprietor of them, as of 
tallow, bififtles, &c. Thefe are, generally fpeaking, the owners of the foil and pf the 
|«afents where the articles are produced. 

* Foreign merchants were obliged to pay thefe duties in foreign coin, inftead of Ruffian bank notM> or 
.copper money, which mai& a di&rence of 25 or 30 per cent. ■ 
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The manufafturers of linens, failcloth, &c. purchafe the jara of the piafantsj who 
grow the flax, and make the yarn ; , it is then manidaftiired into mvei^ncka, flenis^ and 
drillings, entirely in then’ own fabrics, and thefe articles are feldoin, if ever, fold bn 
contrad, previous to their arrival &t St. Peterlburgh. The Ruflia linens (known in 
‘thi^j'' country the name of flaxen linens, cralh, and diaper*) are made entirely by the 
peafants ; and for this article the kuffian merchant is in a manner only tlie factor, as he 
buys them ready hiade, and carries them to St. Peterfburgh for fale. In the manufac- 
ture of Iheir fail-cloth, the fame circumftance occurs. 

The fccond clafs of Rufiian merchants are, more properly fpeaking, factors ; thefe 
alone make the contrads with the BritUh merchant at the ports of Ruflia, and while 
ihoft of them poflefs neither capital nor goods, they derive large profits from their com- 
mercial tranfaCtions. 

From the month of November, till the fljipping feafon in May, the Ruflians, who 
ti*ade in hemp, flax, tallow, brifUcs, wax, oil, hides, iron, and many other articles, 
(except manufactures and linens,) either come thcmfelves to St. Peterlburgh, or employ 
agents to fell their goods to foreigners, to be delivered according to agreement, in May, * 
June, July, or Augufl:. The payments are made according to the circumftanccs of the 
fellers and buyers ; and fometimes the buyer pays tlie w/hole amount, in the winter 
months, for the goods which are to be delivered in the fummer or autumn ; at others, 
he pays a part on concluding the contraft, and the remainder on delivery of tlie goods. 
The manufadurers and dealers in linens ufually come to St. Peterfburgh in March, and 
fell their goods for ready money. 

The foreign goods were 'formerly almofl entirely fold on twelve months credit, and 
fome on a ftill longer term j but lately, feveral articles, fuch as coffee and fugar, are ls>id 
at St. Peterfburgh for ready money; ftill, how'ever, the interior is fupplied with foreign 
goods on credit, and moft of the woollen trade in St. Peterfburgh is carried on by 
aKowing the Ruflians a long credit with the goods. Many, I might almoft fay all 
the Ruflians, who buy goods on credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the interior, 
have no other connedions or trade with St. Peterfburgh, than merely coming there 
once or tw'ice a year to.purchafe goods on credit, which having accompliflied, they fet 
off with the goods, and the foreigner neither fees nor hears of them again till the bills 
becobie due. By the law's of Ruflia, none but merchants inferibed in the guilds are 
allowed to trade ; and in c^fe any perfon not inferibed (that is, a peafant) contrads a 
debt for more than five roubles, he cannot be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that 
fura. Notwithftanding this law, a great many peafants do trade, andlidually purchafe 
goods of foreigners on long credit. 

It may not be improper here to notice the fallacious though fpedous ftatement of the 
author of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St. Peterfburgh refpeding the trade be- 
"tween Great Britain and Ruflia. He fays, the Englilh take away leather, and bring 
fhoes ; take grain, and return beer ; and fend fliips laden with hardwrare in exchange 
for iron, timber, &c. In the firft place, it may be remarked, neither fhoe^ beer, nor 
hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has any timber been received from Ruflia 
for a‘confiderabIe time. * ' * 

The author ha? carefully kept in the back ground an effenrial point which proves the 
mutual interefts of Great Britain and Ruffia tb be infepafable. ttwoiftd, intheprdent 
ftate of things, fubjed Ruflia to grekt inconvenience, were Ihe merely to carry on, as 
the above-mentioned author propotes, an immediate exchange of produce. Before this 
produce can be^ brought to the pods of Ruflia, a very confiderstble capital k required ; 

* 15 / and 
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and by the advance of this capital, not by the exchange of manufaftures againfl: raw 
articles, Great Britain renders ^er trade reciprocally beneficial to ^uliia. 

It will be evident that to conduft an extcnfive commerce on this fyftem, requires 
con^erable intelligence, an intimat# acquaintance with, and unlimited confidence in the 
native merchants. Nothing can refleft more honour on the Ruffians, a^a comtngjtciai 
people, than that the IJritifh merchants arc in conhant habits of intruding to them the 
imnienfe lurns employed in the trade with that country, without anyfecurity beyond a 
pcrfonal knowledge. * » 

The trade has thus been conduced for upwards of three centuries ; and if the favour- 
able diipofitioii, and the character of Alexander did not preclude refieftion on pad 
tranfadiojis, the interruption w hich has lately taken place, and the temporary fufpenfion 
ot confideiicc could never be too deeply lamented. So many comforts have been derived 
from a refid< nce in ihc metropolis of St. Peterfburgh, that not only Englilh capital has 
been employed in the commerce, but the pofle-flbrs of that capital have themfeives di- 
reded its employment; fo that, excepting in one or two indances, the commerce with 
Great Britain is not conduded through the medium of mere agents, as formerly ; but 
the Englilh merchant refulent in St. Peterfburgh has the foie and independent com- 
mand of the capital which he embarks in commerce. 

Another circifmdance conneded tvith the Britilh trade is too curious to be jSaffed in 
filencc. Every mercantile Irc^ufe in St. Peterfburgh employs certain men, called in the 
language of the country, Artelfchicks, who are the counting- houfe men, and employed 
by every merchant to colled payment on bills, to receive money, as well as in many 
indances to pay it in very confiderable fums. This is an ihiportant part of their trud. 
There being no bankers in Ruflia, every mercantile houfe keeps its own cafb ; and as 
the payments between merchants, and for bills of exchange, are made entirely in bank 
notes of no higher value than five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred roubles, mod 
of them in fo tattered a date, as to require fevera! hours to count over a fum of tw'% or 
three thoufand pounds ; this bufinefs is performed by artelfchicks, and very few in- 
ftances have occurred of lofs by their inattention, either in milcounting the notes, in 
taking falfe notes, or, where they are much torn, in receiving parts of difiereiit bank 
notes. 

Thefe artelfchicks are srifo employed to fuperintend the loading and unloadiog'the 
different cargoes ; they receive the mod valuable into the warehoufe, where they are left 
folely under their care ; and in thefe warehoufes not merely mercbaiidife, Irtit often 
large quantities of dollars are depolited. Thefe Ruffians ar.e modly natives of Arch- 
angel and the adjacent governments, of the lowed clafs, are often flaves, generally of 
the crown ; and the only fecurity of the merchant arifes in feme degree from the natural 
relu^l:ance of the Ruffian to betray confidence repofed in him j but in a much greater 
from the nature of their affociation, which is called an Artel. • 

An Artel confifis of a certain number* of labourers, w'ho voluntarily become refpon- 
fible, as a body, for the honedy of each individual. The feparute earnings of each man 
are put into the common dock, r monthly aitowance is made for his fupport, and at 
the end of the year the furplus is equally divided. The number varies in different affo- 
ciations from , fifty to oae hundred ; arid fo advantageous is it confidered to belong to 
one of thefe fScieties, that 500, and even 1000 roubles are paid for admiffion. Thefe 
focieties are not bound by any law of the empire, or even written agreetnent; ppr does 
the merchant reftr^in them under any legal obligation ; yet there has been no inftance 
of their ol^c^g to a^y juft claim, or of prote^ng an individual whofe condud had 
brought a demand on the fociety. • ’ 

■ ; Chap. 
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^Chap. XXIII.— Pregrefs^ fttyJ Term'im '■ ■■t of the Englijh Trade m f)e Cafpiah 
’Sea. — Commerce cf ' • Ruffians in the fnr.. Ofiaricr, — Dif ription of the principal 
Pb>'is>— Experts aiiu '■? ;pits,’^Averagc Value ft bcTrade. — Commerce with eheBucha- 
riam and Chine fc. 

IN the fourteenth cc-ntury, the Venetians and Ceaocl'o drew, tjy means cT the (Itf- 
pian, through Aflracan to their fettlements at Azof* and Cafi'a, the Indiar, Perfian, 
a^d Arabian merchandize, with wliich they furniflied the fouth of Euroue. 'I'he 
northern part of this continent was fuppHed likewife, through Allracan, \v :h ATulUc 
goods, by the Rufiian merchants of Ladoga on the Volkof, who fent thci 1 to thdr 
■ principal llorehoufe at Wifby, a Hanfeatic town in the Me of Gothland. Ihe devafia- 
tion occafioned by the wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the fourteenth ceniui-y, turned 
this trade from Adracan to Smyrna and Aleppo. I’he commerce of] Araiiia, more 
commodious for thdfe ports, never renamed to Aftracan ; but partof'the Periian traffic 
was afterwards redored to its old channel. 

While the provinces of Cafaa and Adracan were pnder the government of the Tari 
tars, the cap, or head-quarters of the Khan, w^as a mart for the Ruffian and Perfiail 
merchants. But as, according to the cultoiu of ajo rovhig Tartars, it was frequently', 
changed, Adracan and Terkif became at length two principal places of refort. This \ 
commerce, impeded and freq,uently interrupted by the numerous banditti, was precari- ] 
ous ; until the conqued of Cafan and Adracan opened a ready communication between / 
'Mofeow' and the Cafpian Sea; Ivan Vaffilievitch II. having garrifoned Adracan with;' 
troops, rendered it the chief emporium of the eadern trade. I’his conqued being com| 
pleted in I554> foon after the difeovery of Archangel, the Engiifh obtained the 'Pzar’s 
pefhiiffion to pafs through his dominions into Perfia, and carry on an cxclufive trade 
over the Cafpian. 

Jenkinfon was the fird Englidmian who navigated that fea. In J558, he landed at 
Mangudilak upon the Eadern Ihore, palTed by land through the countiy of the Turko- 
mai> Tartars to Boghara, capital of Great Bucharla, and returned to Mofeow the fol- 
lowing" year. In 1561, he again failed over the Cafpian, and proceeding to* the coad: 
of Shiryan, went by land to Cafbin, the refidence of the fophy, from whom he obtained 
a permiffion of trading into Perdu. Several merchants Ibllowcd his example. The lad 
expedition wavS made, in 1 597, by Chridopher Burroughs ; whofe Ihip being, on its 
return, fhattered by the ice in the mouth of. the Volga, he and his crew efcaped with 
difficulty, and arrived at Adracan after many dangers During thefc expeditions the 
traffic was chiefly confined to the ports of Tumen, Derbent, Baku, and the coad of 
Crhilan. • 

The difaders which attended the voyage of Burrough, the banejitti frequenting the 
fhores of the Cafpian, and tfie wars between the Turk&and Perfians, obdruded the infant 
cornmefce ; and during above a century and a half no EngUlh vefl'cl appeared upon this 

* - • 

* See GuWcnllaedt'frTreatJfe Von den Hafeti am Cafpifehtn Meere, !n Journ. St. Put, for 1777* 

The Indian goods were brought, for the rrjoftpdit, through Perfia, acroisibe Cafpian to Aftracan, from 
thence up the Volga, then by land to ihe Don, an-i down that rivet; to Azof. 

f Tfiki wasruiiatcd near the river Tuck, Upon the weftcru ihore of the Cafpian : 110 traces of it remain, 
as the fitc is covered by the fca, 

;j; Piackluyt, p. 324—4^0. S. K. G, viii. 426—473. 
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fe». At length, in 1741* the Britifh merchants of St. Peteriburgh, perriv ri-n of 
Cap I aip Elton, ah Englilhmah in the Ruffian fervice, renewed the cciim:,;;!;,, 'i vi'l:’-,,' 
Hdie ! a ft; Gory at Redid in the province of Ghilan. Somedifputes ui.ruiti,;'.;.;.!, ;aii- 
ing, iR well between the Eviglidi thepifelves, as between the Ruffians aud Elion, he cr>- 
rerc,' into the fervice of Nadir Shah, and affilled in conftrutling fome vefllls or^he 
Cafj an. T his circumftahce gave umbrage to the cotlrtof St. Pctcrfliurgh, and fllika- 
beth. in i 74 b> withdrew her permiffion to the F.nglifh merchants, of puffing through 
her oominioHs for the Cafpian commerce. On the death of Nadir Shah in 1 747, who, 
in cnfequencc of Elton’s influence, had permitted the Englilli to trade to Perfia, their 
faOo y was pillaged by one of the pretenders to the throne^ and their commerce anni- 
hilattd*. , 

Ti c Ruffians purfued with perfeverance the track opened by our merchants, and 
und;“ Alexey Michaelovitch, Aflracan became the centre of the Perfian trade; to 
which place merchants from Hucharia, Grim Tartary, Armenia, Perfia, and even India, 
refoned. The veflels of the Ruffians being rudely framed, without decks, and of courfe 
^expt'fed to conftaiv fhipwrecksf, the Tzar drew from Aniflerdam feveral fhip-builders, 
for the piirpofe of conftrufting veffels more calculated to weather the ftonns of this fca;. 
but I iiefe defigns being fruftrated by the rebellion of the Coflacks of the Don, under 
Stenko Razin|, the trade of Ruffia was annihilated by their devaftaiions. Gn the 
quelling of the revolt, and puniflimen^of their leader, the greater part of the commerce 
fell into the hands of the Armenian merchants eftablifiied in Aflracan, who fettletf fac- 
torie-s both in the Ruffian and Perfian territories§.. 

During this whole period the Ruffian . and Armenian traders penetrated no further 
than Niezabad, a port between Derbent and Baku ; and their chief fettlement was at 
Shamakee, capital of Shirvan, until 1711, when that town was taken by the Lefgees,, 
and the factory deftroyed. . ‘ 

In 1721, this commerce was again revived : Peter having marched an army into 
■Perfia, over-ran.the provinces of Dageftan, Shirvan, Ghilan, and Mafanderan, on the 
eaftern and fouthern coafts of the Cafpian^ and obtained their ceffion by a formal treaty. 
Soon afterwards, he eftabliflied a Ruffian company trading to the Cafpian; but the 
whole capital confifted only of fouf hundred fliares, of the value of 30!. each. The 
chief fettlements were formed at Aflracan and Klflar. • • 

The pofleffion of thefe diflant provinces proving expenfive and of little advantage,. 
Anne reftored them to the fophy fj on condition that the Ruffian merdiants lliould en- 
joy liberty of trade to all the havens of the Cafpian without paying duty,, fhould be sll- ■ 
lowed to build houfes and magazines, and not be fubjeft to the laws of the country 
The privileges of this company were confirmed by Anne and Elizabeth ; but the com- 
merce was inconfiderable until the reign of Catharine 11 . who, in 1762, aboliflied this- 
exclufive right, and permitted all her fubjefts to trade with Perfia ; prohibiting, on 
account of the numerous banditti who infeil the roads, the inland traffic from Kiflar, 
and the other Cafpian'ports to Shamakee. Two Ruffian confujs refide at Baku and 

• See Hanway/s* Btiufli trade over the Cafpian Sea, In his Travels, vols. i. and ii. ; and chap. xxKiii. ui 
HR fccond volume of Cooke’s Travels through the Ruilfan Empire to Perfia. Both thefe accounts, how- 
ever contradiAory taeach other* fufiictenily prove the unfortunate mifunderilandiDgs. which had adfen be« 
tween the Englim.wno engaged in this trade. 

f S R G. vii p.49sr. ' . 

i Bufehing, ix 80—88. For an account of Stenko Rafin, fee Schmidt, Ruff. Gef. voL ». p. 32. Mot* 
ley’s Hiftory of Catharine, vol. L p. xa?. 

$ S. R. G. vii. p. 503'. t II S. R» G. i. p. i 54 » ^ Guldenflaedt.., 

Einzell^ 
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Kinzaliee *. Tlx k; i'ogf' sHon'j' however, cannot prevent the contraband trade which 
h arried on ?.t !r'i;'o.n :i’'d the other ipland towns of Perfia, by the Arpienfan 

inerciiatus} who, hoo' t i; ;; knowledge of the coujftry and language, underfell the 
Rufiians. ‘ . ' 

^flracan, dltUatcd on an 1 land iu a branch of the Volga, is the great flaple of the 
tlMprcUi fomfnerce; and,* by mtans of that river, is ' readily fupplied with European 
ir.erchandiKe .frowi the pons of the Baltic f* Although Aiiracan is only in the 47111 
degree* of latitude, ye! the cold is extremely intenfe in winter j and for two months 
tiie Volga is generally Iroiion fo hard as to be *paircd over by heavy-laden fledges 
Large tractK of forcil on tl)e [)anks of that river, in the provipce of Kafan, furnifh fuf- 
lieiei'.t oalc and timber for the conflrucdon of velfels for the Cafpian fea. 

Tlie Cafpian is fix hundred and eighty miles in length, from Gurief to Mcdlhetifar, 
and iu no part tnoi c than tv/o hundred and fixty in breadth. It has no tide ; and, on 
account of Ihords is navigable only by veflels drawing from nine to ten feet water; it 
has ftrong currents, and, like all inland feas, is fubjeft to violent ftorms §, which the 
Ruflian veifels, wretchedly conllrinSed, weather with difficulty : the jvaters are brackifh. 
The Uraliaa Coflacs enjoy the right fiihing on the coaft forty feven miles on each 
llde of the river Urai ; and the inhabitants of Aftracan poffefs the exclufive privilege 
on the remaining ihores belonging to Ruilla. -The roe of fturgeons'and beluga fupply 
large quantities of caviare ; and the fifli, which are chiefly falted and dried, form a con- 
lid^able article of confumption in the Ruffian empire. The Cafpian abounds with fea- 
dogs, which are hunted and caught in great numbers ||. 

'I’he ports of the Cai'piah maybe divided ipto Ruffian, Perfian, and Tartar. 

The Ruffian ports and trading places are, i. Gurief; 2. Kiflar. 

I. Gurief, fituated on the mouth of the Yaikor Ural, near a bay of the Cafpian, is 
a linall but ftrong fortrefs, .which guards the frontiers of the Ruffian empire towards 
ti'e territory of the Kirghees Tartars. The place contains fcarcely a hundred houfes, 
and, except the garrifon, has no inhabitants biit a few merchants from Aftracan, who 
trade with the neighbouring Tartars 2. The fortrefs of Killar ftands near the eaftern 
coaft, and covers the frontiers tow'ards the Hinits of Perlia. Veffels formerly entered 
the fouthern branch of the Terek ; but as the mtiuths of that river are now choaked 
up,.«the merchandize is landed in a fmall bay at the diftance of thirty-four miles. Kif- 
lar draws from Aftracan the European commodities neceflary for the Perfian traffic, to- 
gether with corn and provifion for the Ruflian colonies on the Terek, and for the neigh- 
bouring diftrift of Mount Caucafus. Befide the goods which Sre difpofed of at Kiflar, 
and fent to tlv? Perfian ports, the inhabitants carry on a contraband trade to bhamakce, 
Uerbent, and even Tiflis in Georgia, which is exceedingly precarious' from the numerous 
banditti who pillage the caravans. 

Before I enumerate the principal Perfian havens, it would be neceflTary to acquaint 
the reader to whom belong the provinces of Shirvan, Ghilan, Mafanderan, and Aftra- 
bad, in which countries the ports reforted to by the Ruffians are fituated. But the 
unfettled ftate of Peffia, and the civil wars which continue tp harrafe that divided em- 
pire; render it difficult to afeertain that point **. In general thofe provinces are governed 

by 

* GuWenaaedt, p 248. t Hanway, p. 141. t Gnwlin-.vol ii. p. 84. 

J v«l 1 p. 39J. ]| Jour. Sr. Pet p. 2,35 S. R- G vii p 55. Fora lift of the fifli 

int'i.e Cafj.ian, fee Gmclii.,' vol ii p 246 • f Pallas Reifc, I 424, &c, 

** Oil ihe aflafli ;att ri of Nadir liab, in 1747, various cbitiri liters prsfemed thrmfelves fo fill the va- 
cantthioue; amfin Icfs than two ycat# eght lovcrei^jns had reignvd, beendepofed, or aflaffinated ; when 

Kerim 





















: fo^rni^ly veflels enter^ throtfgli 

thii$ tiiaiy being ehnnfeed y aore obliged to lay anchof ih the #<Wd. Einzdl^^:^ 

tedjon ;tbe a fewii 'miles , north Rejhd».fC?SMtal ^ 

Gliilan : it icg®;fifts of and New Einsiellee ; the forther the Per^ns 

and ‘^neniansj* hndSr i^€ ;|hrifdi£^^^ theibphy* the latter by the Ruffian merchants, 
Snd thofe ;Armeyi|ih5. wW' a^^ Ruffia. A garrif<Mi of thirty foldiers is fta- 

th^^chhitnand of xbyful; It contains a Ruffian and Arffiehian church 
and ahoyt Ihfee Jffi ffithiod with reed. The rc:fu|e only of the 

Pefiiah and iRurt^i^#cbtnini!^ide§ fe Great mart 

being; of ' 

iffierchantSiifebm'Tauwi and ffie.iyrihciflal Turkey, 

fefojt, in brdei* to pitifehafe thcjj^iw mk taiid mannfadtu^ew^bft ;Gl^ the 

Ruffiahspifjpihfe thi^r^li^hroft^^'d^ to cortfiderabdfi'^dvanhj^^^^^ and obtain 

in return the ^^dhj^iphs of 'tbis^^ch,^^^^ The manufaftures • and filk of Ghi- 

lah, efteewted in lai} fifty^years, that 

fcirt is ;u{ualiy"li^ffifeV;and chiefl^rehf^lntbf the. interior or fold to the 

Turks ; the inferior hand is ydllbwi and principally difpo Ruffians, There 

is fuch a cohftaht demand fbr .ithe TdfebfTihUah ti that-^ rifes every year^ 

Rellid fujjplih? th^^ pi^vihcei of Pbffia, and the ihdigpehdent neighbouring 

;ftates;a8,w |s 6)^ whh iEnrppean merchandize, except the gboda which are tranf- 

ported inimbdiatoly 

of Geor^a^ ahd of the n^^ghDOdrihg Shamakee, to 

the Lelgeesf T^^ and pther iadepehdenrtiibes J; and 6. Medfhetifar, 

are fuuated ;bh the fourthWnOOaftj in ihb province they are both fmall 

yUliffiea,. of wliic|T^edfheti^^ mpift Balfrufch, capi- 

lai of the pfoyintfe*. where the Roffi^^ : the 

lefs cbnfiderable th# for^^ aicirchmftanCe owing to the 
mtppfni^s;bf the Khan of Mafittideran. ' Thei country are 

filk; fer'l^iof and i^a large ex- 

pomribbi^ Kalkan, ifpahanji i'lpffirt to Bal> 

^fch> and bring for ffile the Perfian and 

bad, Where the Rnffidib land and proceed ro ®f this pro- 

'vince^:;and;''hsbWpdW¥arid'imwite,''are;A(^ly;RftdlsWW'':th4^^ The*' 

■■boniirilt^penf 

The Tartar havens ire, ^fe^The bay o^ a. Mangj^jPTk, botb of whibh, but 

particularly the^f ter, affbtdvxTecure harbpur. i. the' dflians ifequimt 
in of Balfciin^^;^ chiefly by pirates of if^ Turkomajti;T|*;l^irs t 

ifl^da P^ rice’ and- cotton, and dne^of thejjpPPfed bbohn^ 

traffic mighi be'increafed to the 'affiflffitagb:^ Ru^ ; as'if. Wbuld bb 
Tat htdro dli^mbdieus to trade With the Tartars from:thefe pirts, 

fhaq^frora thfoiwh the couhtry,ofJ|fiprarlike attd'ihdependenil Kifgheesi, 
of MangtilBlak Is moft .theffi^hbouring TatMrs bring; 

tb^^lys place tbeproddftioheb^ own c^|M|^,' and eren of^uchai'iaj fuch. as cou 

nffi, yWn* and ihrf 11’ 

'"■"-''The 
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The principal commodities expt^ted from Aftracan to the ports of the Cafpian fcaj 
are cloths, chiefly EngliOi, Dfitcb, French, and . Silefian *, vitriol, foap, alum, fugar, 
Ruflian leather, needles, and cotton fluffs, coarfc linen manufadured in RulTia, velvets, 
glafe ware, and looking-glaffes, writing paper, a few furs and fkins, a Iptall quantity ol 
tea, proyifions, chiefly corn and butter, wine, brandy, -wooden furniture, fta-horfi- 
teeth} alfo iron, brafe, tin, lead, hardware, watches, &c. 6ec. In. 1775, the valued 
the cloths exported amounted to 52,6001. j the rocliineal to 45,600!. ; and the indigo 
to 7,000. Imports : Raw and manufadured filks, but chiefly the former, from the 
provinces of Shirvan and GhiUn } which article, in 1775, amounted to 45,800!, Bu- 
chanan lamb-lkins, rice, dried fruit, fpices and drugs, coffee, nine, faffi^n, fait, ful- 
phur, and naphtha. The Indians and merchants of Khiva bring orcafionally to Aflra- 
can gold and filvcr in bars, gold-dull, precious ftoqes, and pearie. 

The trade of the Cai^ian lea had confiderably declined befets the acceflidn of the late 
Emprefs : by the abolition of monopolies, and by other ufeful regulations, it has lately in- 
crealed tofuch ^degree, that within the Ipace of fifteen years the average fum of the 
exports and imports has been nearly tripled : • 



36,1001.? 
42,100 5 

« sa 

Total expoits 
Add impoiti. 

78,200!. 

Balance againll Ruffia 

6,000 

> 



87,7001 . 7 

S 

» m 

151,400 

Balance in favour of Ruflia 

24,000 




125,400!.? 
64,120 3 

* 4B 

189,520 

Balance in favour of Ruflia 61,280 

Traffic with Georgia and the natives of Caucafus 

10,000 

Totalla 1775, 



199,520 


The contraband trade is not included in this calculation K * 

. \ 

Conmerte tbeBuebariant and Cb'mfe, 

Under 'the commerce with the Buchanans 1 1 comprize that with the Cahnucs, and 
other Tartar nations beyond the fronders of Siberia } becaufe it is, of ibch Httlq impor- 
tance as Icarcely to defejrve a fqparate article. 

• ^ t 

• The leader who wilh-* to trace the rife, progreCit and prefeat flat? of the eommerce on the Cafp^ 
fee, nuft confnlt and compare Hackluyt’t Colleoion of Voyages, vp}. i. p, #*4 to 4^1 f Hanway’a BHtUh 
Trade of the Cafpian Sta) Cooke’s Traveb 1 S. R. G. wi. 103—5461 Gmelio’a Reifc, vol. Su j and 

^ before ment?oimj*the commerce wiA the Bncharians*iJpOn the Eaj^erpCi^ of tha^ljn|n, 

it b needlcfii (o enter upon vty ftirther detail of it in this j^lace. • . - 

• 5 U a 
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■ the Biichariins, who inhabit the fputh.Wefte^^ ihdepeiwient Tartary, are a 

commercial people ; their caravans travel' throu|;h tfie Whole cdhtin^pt of Afia ami 
tra.fHc with Rnflia, Thibet, China* jlndia, ahdreriia. Ruffia mitaihfrfeverai colonic 
oi Bucharians, ;whp are fettled in m^y large towns ot thefputhern provinces^ and main- 
tain 'a conftant communication with the merchants of their hwn. country. Their prin- 
cipal mans are To/nflt,Ki.aftar^ a Orcnburgh. which is %he mbil, confidOraijle, and 
chiefly, tirades With Kafitar* Talhkent, and; Khiva f. Their caravans are expofed to 
pillEtge from the Kirghees 1 artafs, through whofe cpuntry they art nbliged to paft. 
'rhenimports are gold and filver, chiefly irtPcrfian coins apd Indian rupees, "gnlJ-duil J, 
precious /tones, particularly rubitW, lapis fpun and faW cbjtton, cotton ftu/Fs in 

great abundance, both Indian and Buchanan, haif-filks,' unprepared nitre, native i'al- 
amm.ohiacj, lambi-Ikinsi ;inw filk in fl and rbubdrbidargc^^d of /beep 

and horfcs|. , Exports-: Cloth, Rufllan leather, beads and trinkets, hardware, indigo, 

. cochineal:, ' 

The ChitJtfe trade is by fat the moft important part of its A/iatic commerce, and is 
now carried on at Kiaftai fituated iipomthe frontiers of the Chinefe vand Ruffian empires. 
But having in a former publicatidn |1, given a circUmftanttal account of this commerce, 
it will be fiifficient to obferve, that in 1777, the total fum qf^fmpprta.tion and expor- 
tation, as entered at the cu/tom-houfe, amounted to 573,6661; but if we include the 
contraband trade, which is Very cpnfiderable, and iriake an allowance for the deficiencies 
of the abpye-mehtipned year* whi&h was not fo favdurable as the' preceding, we may 
fairly eiiimtte she grols aimoigit of the average unde tOk China, in exports and imports, 
at .near '8 op,poot,''ilerU&g. 


Chap. the Commerce Sea*-^Havens.‘^Eicports and Imports . — 

Ports andTcrritory ceded bythe'Turks toRir£ia.-^ZsporopanCo(fcics.-—ProduIliom of the 
Southern Provinces.— ^Navigation of tbs Den and Dn per.— Attempts of the Rtffians to 
f.rofeciite the Commerce through the Dardanelles to the Mediierrdtieah,— -Precarious State 
of ihatTrade.. . . 


PETER the Great firll attempted to open a commerce through the Euxine, and to 
export, 4 by that channel, the produfUons of Southern Ruffia. By his victories over 
the Turks, the pofleffion of Aidfi and the cpnftruei|pn of Tagahrpe, 
the eve of realiijing this favourite projed f but alj- h^;|aft fchemes were baflled by the 
unfuccefsful campaign of, 1 71 r, which terminated infime pedep; of . Pruith ; : a, peace pur- 
chafed by the ceffion of Azof and 'I’aganfocj, by relinquilhing the commerce of 
ibe Euxine, Since that period the Turks.haye^alpyfly excluded the Ruffians from all 
lhare in the navigation ipf their leas. Until Ca|^rine finiffied a;fu 4 ?pl^ui w^ the 

Porte by the glorious peace- of i774- By this peacofRuffia 


* S. |l. G. VII. pv 7. ^ ^ 

. :i? Thitj gpW-^duiliv fo the.^Verfiof Bucham Thfe wM the prntci^^ to 

tlic fij (i eicpedi?;ioni gtf tjic Eriglifli ^rcIian^'Sver^ihe^^^ related hi Hack- 

iuyt’t Collcdipn. PfittP the Great l^nt tUe COurttif/^ 

See S. :R. G. IV. pviS3y jRufiid inuftratai. yol: il. p*i4i / 

5 Pajlas Rcife, vpL h p- 232, 6fc* Itiecp hy the K»ghces Tartars, 

fays, that above f^ty thoufand. %€p, are yeady ford at Qrenburgh, 

■p;V^. 

* jf SteMii accowntbf the tranfaftlo^ commerce betweett ;Ku% Ruili^ 

EoakhircWp. ■ . ■ ■ . 


m 
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111 3H the ITurkiih foa 6 ,' a fight' pf :|iiaffing. through the Tjai*da.tieli,es« all the commercial 
itiimimities granted to theinoft^av 6 ui:ed liatiohs jn amity with the Porte, the towns of 
Azof and -l>ganfcK:,ahe ' three fortrelTes of Kinb.urn* Kenfli, and Yeiiikal^, and a 
large diftrift between the Bog and fbe: Dnieper. 

Many rpeculationa have been made concef ning; tly* extfyit and talue of the fra/Iic 
which Rulha is likely to eftablifh in the Black Sea* and the revoluriQn which it may 
cffeciin theccnnnierce of Eitropej by transferring part of the Baltic trade to the pbrts of 
the Mcditerraneah. Ill Confeqtienc^ of this change^ it is aiferted, the IbuthsVn pro- 
vinces will find ayent for their luperflubus producliOris ; the Ruffian x'eflVls will tspen a 
profitable trade with Cr*m Tartary, with the A uflrian provinces af Kilia-N'oVav vVith the 
Turks at Coiiftantinoplei and with the Greek«^h' f^he^^ The iron of Siberia, 

f i)c corn, hetiip, and flax .of tlte Dkciiine, and. the contiguous" provinces, will be font 
from the havens of the Black Sea^ through theT>ardanelles,do fnpply the ports of the 
Mc'diternineaii ; iind thus France sind Spain will be furnifhed with naval ftores: by a 
cheaper and more cxpediilous navigation than through the BaiUic and the Northern 
Ocean, As the cbmpletioii of this great and extgjlfive projedt can only be the work of 
time, and depends on a variety of conringencies, we cannot pretend to fprra any abfolute 
dccifion on the probability of itSi failure or fuccefs ; but a confiderable light may be 
thrown on this intricate fubjeft by an attention to the folIowlAg objcQs of inquiry *. ■ 

1 . The traffic. pn theTurkiffi Seas before the peace, with anWconiit of tiieir havens 
and exports. II. The ports and territory ceded to Rpffia, and the new towns con* 
ftnicled by the Einprefs.i IIIV The prpdto 0 :i<Mts pfethe fbut|»crnyprovinceSj and the na* 
viga icm of the Don and'^Duieperi IV. The progrefs hitherto irfade by the Ruffians to 
eitahliffi an intercourfe between the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, with the ports 
of the Mediterranean. , ' . 

1 Tile traffic on theTurkilh Seas before the, peace of 1774, was chiefly carried on by 
the Greeks, Armenians, and Tdrks ; and the Ruffians ppireffed no port, either on i^ie 
Sea of Azof or the Euxine ; Tcberkafk^ capital of the Don Collacs, was the place w'here 
the jn'oductions of this empirb and Turkey were reciprocally exchanged. . The Greek 
and Armenian merchants failed to 'Eiiganroc, where they performed quarantine, and then 
proceeded with their merchandize to i'cherkafk ; having firft paid the duty at Teinel-nik,, 
a fmatl village o'u the Don, now the forcrefs of St. Dmitri. Tcherkaik was alfo fhe : 
emporium of aij inland cdmitnefce with the merchants of Kuban 'Biid Crira Tartafy; 
The imports were chiefly Greek wines, faifinsj, dried figs, alrhonds, oil,; rice, laffron, 
painted linens and cottons ; tho exports, hides and leather, coarfe iiheni hard-ware, 
and caviare f, &c. ' The Greek and Afnienian merchants, in reuirning to Conftanti- 
nople, fupplied the por ts of the Sea of Azof and the Euxine with .R uffian and Buropean 
, commoduies.^',/' 'X 'if.''' . * ■ ; -'-if; ■ 

In ordet to for-ii a general idea of thd traffic in the Turkiffi Seas, we. iptifl , take 'a 
curfory view bf thrir.fiavens,; imports: and -4-'..' 

Amorig the harbours Q the; Black Sea: fefortei^ to by the Greek and Armeriian mer- 
chants, the mod frequented werehhqie of CHni Tartary, now called Tauri(ia ; hame!y, 
yenikalc, one of the fbiitreffes lathl;y ceded to Ruflia, Balaklavai Koflof, vand'Caila, 
now Theodbfia,,whidii tnefits a partku|a^Befcription. Caffa apd the whole pemnfuia, 
which were before ^intief the domiriidn . of adihan, who was avaffal to the Turks, were, 

* In this enquiVy If followed Gnldenftaedt** EFay Von der Hsfttt ata Akowfehen 

Schw’aOaenand Wrifcn Me^cv in Journ. St. pet. for *77^ 
t Sec Taaf of the Imported and Exported' Wares, Buf. Hift. Mag. xi. p. ^ 73 . 

. J'-; -'by- 
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by an article in the late peace, declared independent, and (hbject to a khan, elected by 
the natives, though confirmed both by the Einprefs arid'Orand-Signor, It was the capi* 
tal of the Crimea; and the Tartar? diflingiuflted it by the name of lialf-Conllaiuino- 
pfe *. The bay is capable of containing feveral liundred merchant and the iiiha- 
Intanw arc thcrrichefl, andtdrive the moft extehfive trade in the Black Sea. The pro- 
diidions of Crim ^Tartary, exported from Caffa and the other havens of the peniurula, 
confifl ^hit’fly in corn, wine, wool, fine black and grey lainb-ficius, and fait. I'he im- 
ports are fine and coarfe linens, printcvl cottons, nankeen, Ruffian leather, fine cloths, 
velvets^ tafl’eties, furs, ropes, paper, failed fiffi, and caviare, tobacco leaves, copper 
apd tin,! hard-ware, gold and filver thread, beads and corals, earthen wares, a coarfe 
fort of- porcelain, and glafs-ware f , &c. &c. 

The port of Taman lies oppofite to Ycnikaje, at the extremity of the Ilraits of 
Cafla, on a fmall ifland in the mouth of a river Kuban: it was I’ubjedt to the Khan of 
Crim Tartary, and traffics with the Circaffians from Moqnt Caucafus, the Coifacs dwel- 
ling near the rivers which fall into the Kuban, and the TaitaYs inhabiting the deiert be- 
tween the Kutnvn and the Don. The exports are honey, wax, fait, wool, fox fkins, 
martens, Ilicep, &c. ; the imports nearly limilar to tliofe at Caffia. 

The ports of the Eaftern and Southern coafls of the Black Sea aro futia! . i in the 
Turkifli provinces of Mlngrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia; the principal are, i. i*w 
where the merchants of Georgia refort ; 2, Treb'izond ; 3, Cherfon, v. hkb r,; d iidvic 
only fixty miles from Tokat, at vvhich town the caravans from i'erfia airerih i . i i k- 
palrate, in order to proceed hy diflerent routes to Smyrna and Gnnfiahfhii.j': S. ape, 

ihh neareft port upon the Black Sea to Angora, is the only pjlace hitherto kiiowoi that 
fupplies the fine goats-hair, generally called camcls-hair, from which the bed camlets 
are manufadiured, that etjual if not furpafs thoffi of Bruflels. - The h;rir fpun into yarn, 
is chiefly purchafed at Tokat by the merchants of the caravans in their way to Smyrna, 
from which port Europe is moflly fupplied with this commodity. The Greek and Ar- 
menian merchants draw from thofe parts honey, wax, fbx-lkins, martens, and flieep, 
raw and manufadurod filk, both Rerfian and 'rurkifli, cotton, callicoes, rice, faflVon, 
dried fruit, &c. They are fupplied in return with Ruffian and other European produc- 
tions, 4. Ties or lliios, where the Turks have a dock for repairing fliips, and at 
which' place fails, cordage, anchors, and other naval , llores, are adyaittageoufly dif- 
pofed'i^.' ■ • ' 

The ports on the Weflern fliore of the Black Sea, befule Kinbjp, arc Varna in 
Bulgaria, which is diftant about one hundred niiles from AdrianOj®!; Kilia-Nova, at 
the mouth of tlie Danube in Wallachia; and Akkermen, onjthe of the Dnief- 

ter, in BefTarahia, fixty miles from Bender, , 'riiefe ports furniflinvool, dried fruits, 
Hungarian and Moldayian wines,' buflfalo (kins, &c. The traffic to Varna and Akker- 
i!nen might be confiderably, increafed by forming a more regular communication |with 
Adrianopie und Bender ; andj that of Kilia-Nova .might , he penderpd highly important, 
by vending the produftions of Auftria and Hungary if the navigation of the Danube 
was tiQt obftrudled by the jealoufy of the Turksi The imports confifl in European 
ami Ruflian produilions, for the mod part fimilM: to thofe of Caffa. 

♦ Ncnncn folche diTa^ary niir Stumhuh Rcifc yon%'icn nacji Con (1 antinopel. Sec 

3 cunous account of ’Caffa* in tli^t work. The author obferved there fcve r^yymjn a of , tlie buildings which 
the Gctft)efe con h rucked when Ci^ffa was in their poiTeflioRa paTt!Cu|.arty ancient citadel, 

of churche^rof ai^gel8andfaint>gr<)r8ly cavvcd ou ftonc, andXev^l La||PpOTPtiohs^ p, l68, He 
d^fcribeiJ Crirn Tarlary as a very ' 

f Culdeiiftacdt* p. 12-^14. 

Conftan- 
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Confhxntinople and Gallipoli are the principal havens in the fea of Marmora. The 
Ruffian imports are furs and /kins, leather, fail-cloth, cordage, anchors, tar and pitch, 
fteel and iron, fait fiffi, caviare, butter, fea-horfe teeth, wax, tea, mu/lc, caftor-oil, co- 
lours, paper, coarfe cloth, linen, and com : the exports to Ruffia are raw and inanu- 
fadured /ilk and cotton, muffins, rich Turki/h /luffs; and darpets, wool' and AAgdra- 
goats-hair, Grecian wines, oil, all kinds of European and Afiatic fruit, lemons and 
oranges, tobacco and fnu/fs, fpices, faffrdn, opium, and other fpccies of drugsj pearls 
and precious /loncs, gold and filver % $sc. 

11 . 'I'he ports and tci;ntovy ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns hnee conftrufted by 
the Etnprefs. T!>c ceded places are, i. The di/liicl on the Sea of Aj'of ; 2. Kcrtfdi 
and Yeaikalc, in Criin Tariaryp 3. The fortre/'s of Kinburn; 4. The territory be- 
tween the Dnieper and the Bog. . 

1. The diftrift bordering on the Sea of Azof comprifes, befide a large tract of ter- 
ritory to the eaft and we/t of Azof, the fortraffes of Azof, Taganroc,*^ and Peirof/k. 
Azof is no longer.of the fame importance as it was in the reign of Peter the Great ; 
the branch of the Don, dl which it /lands, being rfow fo choaked with fand asfcarcely to 
admit the ftnalle/L vcfftls. The merchandife therefore is ufually depo/ited at Tagahroc 
or Petrol ik; and* the frigaies and merchant- /hips, which were formerly con/lru{dcd at 
.Azof, are now built cither at St. Dmitri or Ro/lof, and pafs down) the Don into the Sea 
of Azof through another branch of that river. As the harbour of Taganroc contains 
upon an average, only feven feet of water, the ve/lels muft draw, no more than five or 
fix /'eel ; the town has been rendered commodious by the cOn/lruftion of feveral ware- 
houCes mui other buildings during the late war; and is e/’^f'eiued for the falubrity of 
the ail’, 'i .'ie fortrefs of Petrof/k, which Hands at the mouth of the Rroda, and co;n- 
tnands the Turki/ 1 ) frontiers, was -alfo ercdlod during the late W'ar. ft is advantagecuily 
fituated, as funning a direct communication with, the havens of Crim Tartary, ayd: 
might ciifily be rendered more fecure than that of Taganroc, from tiie fuperior dopiii 
of water. By the poffdfion of thele fortreffes, the navigation of the Sea of Azof is 
perfcflly fecured. The frontiers of this ceded territory, to the wc/l of that fea, arc- 
guarded by a chain of fmall forts, Extending from Petrof/k to the Dnieper. 

2. The fortreife'' of Kcrtfch and Yenikald, fituated on the ea/lern coafls of Crim 

Tartary, and near the northern entrance of the /traits of Caffa, arc of the gVeafe/t 
importance, by commanding tl^ pa/Eige which forir.i the communication betwe^m the 
Sea of and the.Ev»xhe. 

3. Klnburn i.s the only pot i poffe/ied by the Rufftans on the coafts of die Black Sea ; 
ic itandsclofe to the frontiers, at the mouth of the Dnieper, oppofite the Turki/h ior-- 
trefs Otchiikolv Avhich being a place of fuperior /trength, mu/t, While it continues in 
.the hands of the l urks, ob/lrutl, in cafe of a rupture, the navigation of the Dnieper.^ 
Kinbuin watv hitouded for -the principal rtpofitpry of the merchandize fent from the 
provinces hoi dering the Dnieper ; but as the hatbour, on account of its quiokland, 
alfoi cis no fecurity for anchorage, the new town of KherCon is at prefent, the great em- 


porium of this trade 


4. Ihe p-.ihffioM of tV terriior>- betvveer) the Bog ar4d the Dnieper opens a fecure 
comiruricati'.m between the.'Blsck Sea, and thole rich and extenfive provinces watered 
by the ])aiep.:r. This important teri^ory,'’ fo 'eirentiai to .the exigence of . the new 
coininerce, was chiefly inhabited by hordes of roving Tartars- ;' and by the '^‘aporoglan. 
Coffacs, who by their pi rAics rendered tite navigation of the Diiieper extrejaeJy hazar- 


GulJcii/liu-slt, p, 2 r*- 25 - 

4 


doua^ 
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dous. The origin of thefe ColH^cs is thuA ti^ced by^the RuIfiaR hiftoriatts. In ihe 
beginning of the i5th century, a tribe of the Cbffacs^ of the Ukraine, who inhabited 
the territory between the Bog and' the Dnieper, \4'ere;Tcoc>vi'n uliiler the denomination 
of Zaporogiarn *, frotri the fituation of 'their fetchaf, or principal feulerhe^’^t near the 
calara£ls:of theDniepei'i ' ; , 

This fetcha was a foftrefs furrounded with a wooden wall, and at firft merely intended 
as a place of affembly, to. deliberate on the method of cb'ryiiig on their tulfoinary 
depredations, or for the purpbfe of eleiSting a 'Chief. By degrees it was filled with ha- 
bitations, and afterwards appropriated to a feparate cornmnnity of perfons ; who de- 
voted themfelves fdlely to arms, and totally eiccluded all womeii i’tom ihc prociiicl: of 
their military refidence. 'i'he inhabii ants .Were divided iiito clafles; each of widoh 
eleded its refpe 6 live leader, and were all Under the jufUdidibn of a hetman or ruprt inc 
chief, chofen by the whole fbeiety. : > - 

Thefe 'Zaporbgtan Coffacs became ro di{lIitgui{hed:^fo^ their bravery and in dcfel- 
tory w^r,, thdt perfons flocked irbrn diftant regions to this Ibcsety of warriors. The 
inhabitants of thb‘‘ fetcha were' not obliged to cohimua in it any fe ttled term being 
only bound, while they remained, to conform themfelycs to the regulations and diici- 
pline of their aflbeiates ; thofe who wore difpbfcd to marry, quitted the fetcha, but were 
permitted to fettle in the neighbouring diflrift, with the privilege of re-admiffion, pro- 
vided theV were not attended With thy' vvive.s and fVmilies, whom they were allowed 
occafionally to yifit. The Zaporogi^^^ their numbers by alfording an afylum 

to deferters and by’tforcihg and cjiticing yo.uths and children from the Ukrairse and 
Poland, whbm they trained to p military h admitted into their community, 

.^’he place .of their refidcnce was bccafioually varied j w hen their nunibers increultd, or 
when the hordes wandered at a corifidemble ditlance from each other, difi'orent parties 
erebted and occupied diftinbl fetches. The firrt fetcha of this extraordmary fbeiety 
Teems to have been fituated on an dfland of the Dnieper below the calarada ; the iaii: 
which they inhabited, at the abolition of their government, and W'hich at that period 
was the only one they pofTefred, flood near the rivulet Bufulak, at the point where it 
falls into the Dnieper, in thfc government of Kiof §\ 

Tile members of this community being collefled from vatious nations, and from the 
nature of their cofiftitution pef-petually changing, their number could never be cxaHly 
afeertained : Manftein relates, that in the war in which he ferved againft tlie 'J^fiks, 
they brought eight tbooflitid hbrfe into the field, and on an emergency could raifed 
twelve thou fapd or fifteen thoufand. They frequently'perfornied mcredil^ feats of 
valour in the campaigns of the Ruffians agaiiifl the Turks and Tartars, no»were their 
fervices, confined folely to land : by their fkiU in navi;^ating f he Dnieper,Tlj|^ 

.^lly defended tile rnbf th of that river, and Attadced with tuccefs the a on the 

contiguous coafis of the Black Sea. But wlvtle they were thus- terrib:Ietb®eir enemies, 
they were fcarccfy lefe fisfnfidsbie to tiieir aHiesw^^ the hetman 

of the Ukraine, they were Ciaffed anibng the the"^ but the 

peculiarity of their nianners, (heir feparation from alf other, popular form 
.of government^ (bgethef with their w'arlike ddpbfition, rendei^jed theafe barbarous and 

'Porug.i ;{ 5 !:!i,n:ik«; .catarHi!^ - 

•]' Svtolia mt-auifeany place fiiTfouftf! witli a vva'lly or^fo jeparated iielghhctniu : dir 

'trld . S.,R.,G*.,iv.. p, .Aii, , ' ; . .■ 

■ li C. 'iv. -p. ^ 4 'r*'' . ■ ■■',■' V? 

* J MiiUfir hais^aoa^rotely fuifl rircTiniftamlally dcY^^ fetcha of 

v/bicii JsccoViit 1 have Hetlcd this fliurt cxtra^cl,- S. R.G.iv. p. 411— 4;*, 

unruly 
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liansly baivlitti. Accuflomcd to live by rapine and devaJlaiii'n, I'lev p'dagc.i il.e Rid’, 
ban tnei'cnanfs v.'lio p-lu.d ihr'Ju”!i :h(;ir cuuatry, and iiv.crrsj.ted tii ,• iiavigv.ii'a o! I'le 
l/’niencr by coraiiiuai piracies ''V ^ , 

Soon alter Tee Ci'ndulain of tho'l'orkini vav in i}’/--;.; (iL'' R-.e'ean nr'Vd. il-i/.ed 

s 'avGunuTiy opport unity to dellroy tiu lr ieteha, •.n;v.ltdi;p:; >e ti,. 

]b‘!niaiu reai-ched fre.m the 'rurkii'h llontiers at the iivad i>l i re.pil.ns, 
told cncatnpc'j about liehltcn veiils IVcni the ieichti ; t:i':i!;;:‘ Id:: T.. j.iuriuro behn'e ioid- 
.ipiit- lie ninde a i'orced innrrh, and h-.-i'Gundii!;:: ii at ioar in ihee Mondn .-GH.ijhei 
tie,' jiihi'ir.ri'nts in lurrendcr. i!c lound 'ovty-iix ph-.:es cl’ cAinon, and a i.i'.vp: quuiiTny 
or fiiiidl anr.s and amthurdtioii. ISy ihh. hdiitu' y •,d of pe.v.er, RuS'ia l.a:. ii’ciitvd. the 
2)'.-. fi uai,;!-. iio’.n the dread of jicrpelua! depredatio;;::, r.;.'.d pet ati ti'd So the iyileai (ji- 


lt). 'i he IinTiait covintries which are inon intrrc;;'. 


rids comnnerre., an; tliol'e con- 


si', iKar'-' to iiic Dnieper ;snd Don : or the jjn.svinces <jt Staol'eniltc, rvloliile*, likiviiie, 
Ke(v KtiSiia, lcehp.n-(.'d, Voronclz, ilkraina-iSlobodihaia, and /rzoi; a Lnq-e frait of 
reriiioi v v- iurr.iihe;; in in-eat abundance ovesv Ipeci'cs oi, s r.iin, hemp, lia:-- hides, 

,,..11. ,:,i 0 ... • ' ’ t> > i 


leaf;:',, jiht-nhs, uon -y, wax, tobacco, dvc, 

I:i (hi Te ( cth'd.iii", riels ili,; h.mprer:; teas already railed fcvcral now town'; ; the principal 
a:\‘ !ih' )!oi:, (falhiirincnihd', aisd rviarianopoli. 

Kherfou |, liluated on the Djihp.h', about ten iniDs Ijelow the mouth of Inj^uloc, is 
ehieily [)iiiii with hewn tloiu;. It is: ititendtd to bo th” priucipa! mart, for all the coin- 
naoditii. :. ol export :nul import ; but if an oKtenfive tvatha fhi old lake jdace in this quar- 
ter, ti. ■ t-rcat dcpofitory tor the inorchnndi/.e will he mar; conveuientiy fixed on laiiu; 
ipot bclrea I’le bar of (he Dnieper, and twelve miles jbuth of Khcrfori. It coniains a 
dock I for the conffriKdiori of laryc vdl’ohs, fromwhich icV'..‘ral men of war and fidyatcs, 
as wr'll a.'i merchant fliips, have been already launched. Datharinenilaf, or the C[ory 
of Catharine, is built near the fpot where the I'mali river Kiliziu falls into the (Samara, 
•and is appointed to be the capital of the government of Azof; it i.s colonized by many 
Cn elts and Armenians from Crini Tartary, and by others who I'erved in the late war 
ag;ainli the Turks. Anoihcr tow», culled JNlarianopoli, !nvs been aifo railed on the bor- 
ders of the Sea of Azof, between th.e rivers My us and Cahiiius. Thefe three towns, as 
well as the numerous villag'^s winch have fuddenly rcrareJ tlieir heads in a country ftjr- 
iiurly inhabited only by iaulcfs banditti, or travel fid by roving hordes, are filled with 
Ruflians, with Tartars reclaimed from their wandering life, and with numerous colonids, 
particularly Greeks and Aioienians, who migrated iiom the addeent provinces of the 
Turkifli empire. 

1 he navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, which form tlie cominunication between 
thofc provinces and the Turkilh Seas, remains to be coididered. 

Tile Don § ta’;es its rife irom the fmall lake of St. .lohn, near Tula, in the govern- 
ment c;f Mofeow, and palling through part of the province of Voronct.z, a fmall portion 
of the X Iki aina-Slobc'dfkaia, and tfie whole province of ykzof, divid'cs itfelf near Teller. 

» 

’riic hcvls of ili-. ft 7:s|n)ro<:G;Mx C.'(.‘Tric:; were v^y.jzd I'v ov ib:ty tx'.cii, riu Lil., and generally 
CAiTb. d » V vi caruioii S? !<. G. Ik, 5. 

■}■ ' Irtujm hi iiT .’d :is the pCuc where the Kirpref:* Cd.:;iA;:r.c pi nvq.'ully n I’dcd diDing her rnciTiu* 

>r()..le journey t.u rin dif took poiTcdifiii of liie pvot Dices coiii]Ucred ixvni U’url;.cy , and wjierc 

ih.' kvas vdltcfl by tiic EiDperor Jofeph II. 

X A ittvv town, Nicoiiiiot^ uuw the principal Jock, was hniit l.’V ih>tontkiii> un the condueucc of the 
Iiigul and the liog. {’ 

§ S. K. G. ix, p. xij 12 
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kail; Into three flrcrinis, and falls into the Sea of Azof. The river h.-i' fo many wind. 
in/?;s, and aboimds with I'uch numerous fiioalsand land banks, as to be •carccly navigable 
excepting in the Ipring, on the melting of the fnows. '1 he banks of rlae Don and of 
Hie riviileis wliich fdl into it, are clothed with lai go trads of forelt, whofe timlier is 
jlt),Uei.i down the llreani to,St. Dpiitri and Roltof, where the frig.ir(.-.s for the Sea of 
Azof arc chiefiy conllniQed. The navigation of the Don may hereafter be rendered 
I’.iglily valuable, by conveying to the Black Sea the iron of Siberia, the Chine fe goods, 
aiul the'PcTfian meirhandia.e, which latter connnqditios, as well as the products olTn- 
dia, fornn!rly found iiicir way into Europe through this fame channel *. 

Since the acijuilif ion of Rullian Idlhuania, the cefiion of the o'iftridl: between the Don 
and the Dnieper, and the difperfion of the '/aporogian CoHacs, the Dnieper, from Its 
Ibnrco to its moinh, now flows through the Rullian domirions ; and tiirough this wliole 
courfo, of above eight lumdred mile;:, the navigation is only once int ■‘rrupted by a lories 
of catarads j', which begin below the mouth of the Samara, and continue for a fpace t.f 
foi'ly miles. 'J’hey are not, however, ib dangerous as they have been reprelented ; for 
they may be palled in fpring, without;, much hazard, even by loaded 'liarks. In other 
parts of the year the goods are landed at Kemenfl-:, oppolite the mouth oi the Samara, 
and tranfported forty miles by land to Kirchkafe, about lix miles Iro; ' tiie fortrefs of 
iVlexatidrovIk, where they are again embarked, and defeend the Itn ;;' > without inter- 
ruption, to Klierlbn if the trade fliould increafe, the catarads niig . at a confider- 
able expellee, be rendered navigable at all feafons of the year. 

IV. The progn'fs huhertq made by the Ruffians to citabiilh an imvicoune between 
the ports of the Black Sea add thoie of the Msiliterranean. 

To encourage her fuhjsds to engage in this branch of traffic, theBmprefs has lefl'ened 
the duties ot import and export 5, attd contributed towards formitig a Ruffian houfe, or 
coniijany trading to the Black Sea. Soon after the peace of '774, four merchant- fltips 
failed from Petcriburgh, and nor, as might have been exptdcd, from the ports of the 
Black Sea : they were laden with iron, flax, hemp, hide.'*, fail-cloth, and coarfc linen, at 
the Idle expence of the limprefs, who granted to the company ail the profits: arifing 
from the I’alo of the cargoes. This plan, however, was not attended with tli^/ucce.fli it 
feemed to promife ; and the failure arofe from the jcaloufy of the I’urks. iiThe Ihips 
were, tinder fpccious pretences, prevented from palling the Dardanelles ;y;irae cargoes 
were fold in the Levant and the Mediterranean, and they returned to th’. ]^Ttic without 
efl'cfting the main objeft of the voyage. Before the Ruffians could m|^ any further 
attempts to open this channel of commerce, diffentions took place bctv^ieh thcEmprefs 
and the Porte, concerning the independence of the Crimea, unci thef^x* eleftion of a 
khan, which threatened an immediate war, and fufpended all comm^cial exertions in 
regard to the Black Sea, until a new pacification was concluded on me 2 iff; of March 
1*^79. » r 

Since that period, beffde fevcral Greek velTels, which failed frpm the Sea of Azof 
and the Euxine, under Kiifflmi colours, and were allowed to pafs the Dardanelles, a 
Ruffian ^Ihip, manned with feamen in tlie fervice of gevernment, and laden with falted 
beef, took its departure, in 1780, IVotn Kherfon to the port of Toulon ; and foon after- 

* The iron of Sibena, end the merchr.ndizc of^'hina, arc fumotnnes feint by ai^inj.aiid navigation to the 

; the Pafidii cormiiudiiics arc conveyed acrol'B the Cafpian to fame jjrivcr j from thence they 

migi'/ be irarjfporlcd by a land carriage of only forty miles to the Don. 

f iNiiiUcr iias deferihed thefe cr. I a ra if s. S. R. G iv. p. 411. 

T Muller. S. R Q. i:v. p. 16. ; and GludcniWdt ^ ^ 

S.cc*^i iiil of the duties qji export and impart^ m Buf. Ilift, Mair, xu pi 373., 

wards 



vyarcb five others, freightcJ with iron, innde fuccdsfui voyages to the Archipelago ; alfo 
lour nnaH vends, atul a fiftli of four hiuulrcd tons juh. Itiunclted, laden with hemp and 
tobacco, were cxpcded to fail front Kherfun ;o,- Finance, in Novoaibcr 1781. 

Such, i'll 1701, was the iiiiant flate of that ciunicci'cc, whicli ionic authors have de* 
feribed as capable of producing ;ui immediate revolution in /b.c trade of turope * : iSnd 
in tilts, or in a {{ill more {iudnating {late, it will pro', -ably comimae, as long as the Turks 
retain the dominion of their own leas. For that jealous poo-ple wii! either openly oppofe, 
or clandcllinely obllrucft, tbe progrefs of tlio Kiiiii.iTiS, and uill never readdy gue a free 
palTage through the Dardanelles to a powerful rival, liiuugh they conientod to it in tlio 
humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps thefe claims, urged on one fide, and evaded on 
the other, will engender perpi’luai diflentions, and will not be finally terminated bulliv 
a {'cries ol obllinatc and bloody wars. Meanwliiie the, trade cannot ibr a coniiderable 
period be extcnfive, which depends on luch calual circumllances as tlte coalition and 
rupture of rival and neighbouring pow'ers. 

'I’hc courl'e of fubfequent events can alone difeover, whether the pacification, figned 
on the 9th of January 1784, will be more pernia/ient than former treaties, or whether 
the lame caufes will not continue to produce the fame ell'ecls. In a word, the Rulliaii 
commerce in thole parts can fcarcely be cllablilhed on a firm bafis, until the Fniprefs 
acquires a Heet in the Black Sea fuperior to that of her rival. Perhaps the contpletioii 
of this great objeft may be effefted'by the acqisifition of Crim fartary t and the Ku- 
ban, rendered highly valuable by an additional extent of ica-coafi;, and the important 
harbour of Acliar or Scballopol. 


* Many pcrfoiis are of opinion, that the obflacle.s to the riling commerce of the Black Sea are by uo 
means injurioua to the intcrciU of RuflLu For her coniinodit.iO& aiui produdions bcing^ articles of ncceffily^ 
not of luxury, no facility given to their exportation oMiIti add to ibcir general cemfumption ; and the in- 
create of exportation from the Black Sea would diinini/li that from St. peterfourgh, and the otben- ports of 
the Baltic nearly in the fame proportion. By the facility and clieaimcfs of laud carriage, and the iir.pTovc- 
incnls of inland navigation, tlie productions of the remolcil: provinces arc readily feat to the pores of the 
Baltic, without railing the price loo high. And as the gooda which Rufita produces are t’ilher peculiar to 
this empire, or fuch as other nations muff purchafe, they cannot pafs through too many hands before thef 
are exported. To diminilh, therefore, by facilitating their exportation, the price of fucli goods which flie 
already fells cheaper than oilier naticiis, would be to incur a manifcll lofs, and to gratify the foreign trader 
at her own expense. • 

•j' The Crimea, which had lung been an objedl of RuHiun ambition, was fccurcd by the intrigues and 
arms of Catharine. » 

The rcqnifirion of Azof. Tagariroc, the dHlriA between the Don and the Dnieper; and the forts of 
Kimbin n, Kcrfli, and Ycnikalc, . at; the prelude to the couq jtfl of that pcninfula. Catharine availed hcr- 
fclf of the article in the peace of ICaimagdi, which ilipulatcd that ihe Khan fiould be ftoofirmed by RuiTia 
as w^cll as the Porte. By intrigues and money, Potemkin obtained the elediion of Sehim Gerai, a pringcof 
the blood royal, formerly ambaifador from the Khan to St, PcicrfMirgh, who was gained over to the iiUercfts 
of Rufha. 

In confequence of liis fubferviency to RiiHia, Inj was oppofed by the Porte, and a large body of his fu’j- 
jcAs in the Turkifli interell, and commotions ciifucd. The Emprtfs having appointed the Khan captain of 
the guards, fent an army to protect him, as her ollicer, agahift the rchtls. Ni>twithflaridtng the ]);il>IIc ro 
monllrances and ftcrct oppofition of the Porte, the Khan was no fooner fecured in hi;, dignity, tliiin be \ra;i 

• 1 1 . 1 ... f i... .... 1.... . .. -i.- i i i 



leceivcd a temporary penfion from the Emprcu,. Irritated by repented degrathiiions, iic cfcapcd into 
Moldavia, where he ^’as feized by emifrarics from the Porte, tranaiFcncd to tlic llle of Rhodes, ai:4 


iliangled. 

Cnthaiinc having gained t]ie concurrence of jofeph the Second, and made the ir.oR formidalde prepara* 
tioiis both by land and ftr;, the Porte was awed, and refigned the fovereignty of the Crimea to Ru/ha. 
The peninfuia was modelled into a new government under the name of Tauridai atfiSl the principal toyw:;; 

5 X a ‘ received 
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CuAP. XXVIII.— of RuJJiat— Gold and SUver.-^Copper and Iron.'— ‘Average 
Profits which Government drqivs from the Mines j Foundries ^ and Duties. 

THE mines pf /he Rudian empire may be divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown j and thofe which are the property of individuals. The former comprize all the 
gold and filver, and a few copper and iron works 

1. The mod; ancient gold mine in the Ruflian empire is that of.'^otlk, near Olonetz, 
between the lake Onega and the White Sea. Its chief produce is ¥vioiet pyritical cop- 
per ore, mixed with qpartz, and containing rich pieces of gold, but not in fufficient 
quantity to defray the charges. From 1744 to 1 676, the mine yielded only fifty- fevea 
pounds of gold, and about nine thoufand pood * pf copper, and as the expences amounted 

r to i6,oool. more than the profits, it was neglected until 1772, when it was again work- 
ed. Since that time it has furniflied annually two hundred and fifty poods of copper, 
and two or three pounds of gold-du(t,' which is waflied from the mine ; befides acci- 
dental pieces that have been fent to Peterlburgh as fpecimens, which may amount to five 
or fix pounds more. ' 

2. The next gold mines difeovered in the empire^ were thofe near Catharinenburgh : 

the ore is very martial, commonly of a cubic form in a quartz matrix ; and the gold is 
extracted by wafhing. 'I'he annual produce of pure gold never exceeded two hundred 
pounds, and was comn^only touch,leffi: in 177a, it was only one hundred and one 
pounds. I , 

3. The moft important filver mines are thofe of Kolyvan, between the rivers Oby 
and Irtifh, near the mountains which feparate Siberia from the Chinefe empire, or rather 
fronj^ the territory of the Calmucs dependent on the Chinefe. Theie mine.s, difeovered 
in 1728, by Akinfi Nikitich Demidof, were for fome>years worked for his own private 
emolument, as copper mines. It is fufpefted, that he privately extracted the nobler 
metals, but prudently concealed the fecret until j 744, when he made the difeovery to 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, who appropriated them to the"crown f. Thefe mines, fituated 
near,yqlkrefenfk, in the Smeyefkaia Gora, or Mountain of Serpents, are known by the 
general appellation of Kolyvan,. from a village on the rivulet Bielaia, in tjitji dittrid of 
iCufnetz, where the ore was formerly fmelted. But as the adjacent coumf^ is fcantily 
provided with wood, new foundries have been conftrudsd at Barnaul^^Novopaulofsk, 
and Sufunfk, to |he north eaft of Kolyvan, in a diftrid abounding wffh trees |. 

Thefe mines, which may juftly be ftyJed the Potofi of, the Rufijjafhs produced annir> 
ally, between 1749 and 1762, from eight thoufand to fixteen ihoulffid pounds of filver; 
between 1763 and 1769, from twenty thoufand to 32 thodfi^ and lince that period 
10*1778, from forty thoufand to forty-eight th'oufand. The imVer contains upwards of 


rrceivfd their antient Greek appellatront : Cafia was criled Theodpfia'; Kollof, Apotoiia; and Adiar, 
Scbadopol. ... , . r V , 

B«it this humiliating condud pn the fide of the Porte, did not prevent further demands from the court of 
tSt. Petcr/burgh, which terminated in a rupture : and the Turks were happy to purchafe a peace in i- 91, 
by ceding the 'important fertrefs and diftrid of Otcfaakof, by Which the Dniefler is (low the boundary of 
the Ruffiart empire. ' . . 

* A pood = 40 RuHian or 36 Engliih pounds, '^he pound ufed in this ch^ter is the RuiEan, which is 
to the EngUfh as 9 to t o. 

f Falkia Reifc, part'ii. p. 582. J^bld. p. 579. 

three 
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three per cent, of gold } the reparation of which is made in the imperial laboratory at 
Peterlbnrgh. The whole produce extrafted from the mines amounted, in 1771, to, 
four hundred ihoufand pounds of filver, with twelve thouTand Icvcn hundred and twenty 
of gold } and fince 1771 we may calculate the annual produce at above for,tyTour thou- 
fand of filver, and one thoufand two hundred of gold., . • . . 

Tlie mines and founderies of Kolyvan employ nearly forty thoufand polonifts ; befides . 
the peafants in the dillriiSls of Tomtk and Kufnetx, w’ho, in li;u of paying the jvall-tax 
in money, cut wood, make charcoal, ^nd tranfport the ore to the foundries. The ex- 
pcnces, which were formerly fupplied from the treafury, and of courfe confider.ibly 
diminiflied the profit, fiuce 1765, been annihilated, and the whole produce of th« 
mines in gold and filver, is clear profit. In the fame year a mint was cftabliilied at the 
foundry of Sufunfle, for the coinage of the copper fupplied from the mines of Kolyvan, 
the greater part of which had been hitherto of no ufe. Pieces of one, two, five, and ten 
copecs *, are Itruck and difperfed over Siberia. Of this currency, the amount of 
500,000 roubles are annually coined, which is fufiicient for reiniburiing the poll-tax, 
paying the miners,*tr.'infporting the ore, purchafipg the lead which mull be brought 
from Nerlhinfk, and defraying the expence of fending the gold and filver as far as 'ro- 
bollk. The filver fmelted in the foundries, is conveyed on large fledges twice a 
year : the firft convoy fets off in the beginning of the winter, and reaches Peterfburgh 
a little after ChriRinas j the fecond inthe middle of winter, and arrives there towards 

4. The filver mines of Nerlhinfk, which were opened in. 1704, are fituated in Dai> 
rla, the fouth eafternmofl: part of Siberia, between the rivers Sbilka and Argoon, and 
are very numerous. Their produce to the year 1772 isf 


From 1704 to 1721, 
1721 to 1731, 
1731 to 1741, 
1741 to 1751, 
1751 to 176?, 
176T to 1771, 
In 1771, 

In 1772, 


Pounds of lilver, 

4 , 73 * 

1,498 

1,333 

- J 5,657 

- 43,63* 

- 126,247 

- *6,733 

r 16,200, which contained 2po 

■ ■ . pounds of gold, 

226,031 . 


In 1767 they yielded feventeen thoufand four hundred pounds; but the annual average, 
produce may be elliinated at fixteen thoufand. The filver contains, m forty thoufand 
pounds, nearly five hundred of gold. • The ores being generally rich in lead, and ex- 
tremely poor in filver, the latter is eafily extracted. Many million poods of lead remain 
ufelefs on the fpot, as'only fourteen to eighteen thoufand are annually required for the 
reparation of the filver from the copper at th'- foundries of Kolyvan; the carriage into 
the inner parts of the empire being too expenfive, and the export to China prohibited.. 
The number of men employed in thefe mines and foundries are about one thoufand^ 
nine hundred frW colonifts, between one thoufand and otiC thoufand eight hundred 
convi£ls, and eleven*thoufand Kuflian peafants of the,diftri£t of Nerfliinfk ; fix thoufand 
of the latter are employee^ in cutting and carrying wood, making and traniporting char- 

*. 

* A fmall coin nearly equal to a halfpenny. • •f Buf. Erd.— Bef. vol, i. p. 1x26. 

coal ; 
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coal; wJille the reft, who live at fome diftance from the mines, cultivate a certa'n por- 
tion of ground, and bring in winter the produce to Ibe magazines of the fo&ndries. 
'rhe annual expeaccs may generally be rated at i^,8ool. 

5. Some yielding lilvcr have been lately difcovered in the diftridl of Krafnoy- 

arfli near thcr Lena, between the,rivers Yins and Yenifei. 

The gold ot C^.atharinenburgh is obtained at the rate of 40 guineas per pound ; and 
as when coined it produces 681 . 5s. the profit is not very confiderable. The filver and 
gold from Kolyvan is procured without aiiy expance, as I have before mentioned. A 
pound of filver from Nerfliinfkis laid to colt between 4 and 5 roubles ; and as the fame 
quantity of this metal, when coined, is equal to 22 roubles cOpecs, the gold ex- 
tradfed from this filver is obtained for 1 il. 8s. per pound. 

6. The crown poflefles at prefent but very few copper and iron works. 

The iron works in the north part of the diftricl of Olonetz produce annually bctw'cen 
eight and ten thoufand poods of call iron for guns, bombs, and balls, and fifteen thou- 
fand of incllft'erent iron in bars and plates. Thofe of the Uralian^ mountains employ 
above one thoufand feven hundred workmen, and twenty-fix thoufand eight hundred 
peafauts ; and yielded, in 1772, four hundred and twenty-three thoufand nine hundred 
and eighty-feven poods of iron in bars and plates, which were chiefly ufed for the army 
and navy, that of Kamenfk gave in the fame year ninety-three thoufand poods of iron, 
which were forged into guns, and eight thoufalid one hundred and feventy-two into 
bars. 

Four copper foundries on the weft fide of the Uralian mountains, in the government 
of Orenburgh, and three inPerniia, produced, in 1772, only thirteen thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty-eight poods. At Catharinenburgh the crown has eftablilhed a mint 
for coining the copper procured from the imperial and private foundries, into that fpe- 
cies of money which is current throughout Ruflia, and is tranfported by water to Mof- 
cow, Pcterlburgh, and other parts. 

The greater part of the private mines and foundries, that fupply fuch an immenfe 
quantity of iron and copper, are moftly fituated in the Uralian mountains, and the hills 
ftretching from them ; a few in the government of Mofeow excepted, the produce of 
which isbut fmall. 

The Uralian mountains contain one hundred and five foundries, fifty-fix for iron, 
thirty-feven for copper, and the remainder for both metals. The peafants, part of 
whom belong to the proprietors, and part to the crown, employed in the mines and 
foundries, amount to ninety-five thoufand. In 1772 * thefe works yielded one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand one hundred and fixty.nine poods of copper, and four million 
five hundred and fifty-eight thoufand feven hundred and eighteen of call iron. The 
duty paid to the crown from the private proprietors is 4 copecs, or nearly 2d. for every 
•pood of call iron, befide 5 copecs upon every pood fbt exportation. With refpefl to 
the copper, the proprietors are obliged to fell three quarters of .the whole produce of 
the mines to the crown at Catharinenburgh, at the low rate of 1 1 . 2s. per pood t- The 
remainder they either fell to the crown at the fame place, at il, 14s. per pood; at 
Mofeow, for 2I. 2S. ; or at Peteriburgh, for al. 4s. 

« 

* We muH take this jear as the average ftandard^ as being previous to the rebeUion of Pugatebef, who 
deilroyed feverat of the foundries ; but moil of them have been fince re-cilabliifaed* 

By an cdiA of the Emprefs, dated July i, 1780, the proprietors, inftead of felling three quarters oT 
the copper to the crown at il. as* per pood, are now only obliged to difpl^fe of half at that price ; this 
pew regulation mu^ have fomewhat reduced the profits of the copper coinage* See Journ. St. Pet. for 
J78o,*p.53- 

14 At 
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At Catharinenburgh copjjcr money to the value of 400,000!. is annually coined. The 
crown Veceives a pood of this nikal, upon an average, at il. 2s. 6d. j and illues it when 
ftruck at 31. 4s, , . . 

From thefe data government appears to gain annually from the mines, and duties 
on iron : , . • . . 


Gain upon the copper coinage at Catharinenburgh . . , 

44,000 pounds of lilvcr, and 1,200 of gold, the annual produce from the 
mines of Kolyvan, when coined, yield ^ - 
16,320 pounds of filve}*,*and 160 of gold, from the mines of Ncrlhinlk 
Government iron works 

Duty on 4,550,718 poods of call iron . - . - . 


£■ 

257,625 o 

282,164 4 

71,194 8 
32,529 16 
36,^69 5 


679,982 13 


The iron and copper are tranfported by means jof the Kofva, TchufTovaja, Bielaya, 
and Kama, into the Volga : fome of the vcfl'els defeend that river, to fupply with iron 
the provinces fituated along its banks ; but far the greater number are towed up the 
ftream to Niflinei-Novogorod, and Tver, and through the canal of Vifhn^-Volofhok to 
Peterfburgh. The vcfl’els, which fet but on the breaking of the froft in Ipring, com- 
monly perform this navigation before the end of autumn ; but fometimes arc obliged 
to winter on their paflage. i 


I December 1714. 

The gold mine of Olonetz or Vogetfskoi, from which the richeft fpecimens for cabi- 
nets have been obtained, has been relinquillied, becaufe it did not defray the expence of 
working, though the ore was rich in copper. 

The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have remained nearly in the faine condition. 

The mines of Kolyvan have been embarrafled by the new law, by which the peafanta 
working for their capitation at the mines, have had their pay doubled throughout the 
empire, and liberty given to work only in winter. The effeft of this regulation at Kp- 
lyvan, has deprived the foundries of near half the requifite quantity of charcoal }* and 
as the neceflary workmen for the foundry have been partly employed in making.char- 
coal, the produce in filver has fince that period never reached eight hundred poods ; 
and in 1784 did not yield five hundred. However, with an additional number of 
hands, ihefe mines migh; produce above one thoufand poods} for in that quarter feveral 
mines have been difeovered ; amongft others that of Tcherepa Nofskoy, very rich in 
gold, and the richeft in filver ever found in Siberia : alfo fome lead mines have been 
opened in the neighbourhood, which are vory promifmg. 

The copper coin of Kolyvan underwent confiderable alteration in 1782 ; the proceis 
of extraaing the preefous metal from the copper has been greatly improved throughout 

the empire, and the fum annually coined exceeds 300,000 roubles. , 

The filver mines of Nerlhinfls are in a flourifliing and even increafmg condition, and 
their produce fince’iySi has reached between four and fix hundred pood«. 


Chaf. 
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Chvp. XXIX. — Cam! of VifjnchVoloJJjok, which unites the Cafpian and the Baltic.'- 

■ Canal of Ladoga.'— Projeti of uniting the Don and the Volga. 

• 1 

THE inland ^navigation is carried throngh a greater extent in Ruffia than in any 
-other 'icingdoni on the globe ; for it is po/Tible to convey goods by water four thoufand 
four hundred and fevcniy-two miles from frontiers of China to Peterlburgh, with an 
interruption only of about fixty miles * ; and from Aftracan through a trail of one 
ihoufaiid four hundred and thirty four miles. 

The water communicalion between A ftracan and Pcterfl)urgh, or between the Cafpian 
and the Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated canal of Viflinci-Volofliok. I'his 
great work, begun and contpleted under Peter the Great, has been confiderably im- 
proved by the late Emprefs, and vefleis now reach Peterfljurgh in lefsthan half the time 
which they formerly employed. 

The Shlina forms the lake Ivlaftitio, which giv(?s rife to the Mafta ; the hitter falls, 
after a courfe of about two hundred and thirty-four miles, into tlie lake llmcn, from 
which iifucs the river Volkof, and runs one hundred and thirty mills to tim lake La- 
doga, which fupplies the Neva, fo that, indfeil, the Shlina, the Mafta, the Volkof, and 
the Neva, may be confidcred as the fame river flowing into and through different lakes, 
and only changing its name at various intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Shlina 
which communicates with flie Baltic, with the Tvertsa which flows by the Volga into 
the Cafpian, the jundion of thofc two fcas is formed. This junction is made by tlic 
canal of Vifiinoi-Voloftiok ; where the Shlina is united to the Tveriza by fcvcral canals 
and rivulets, for the relative fituatlon of which I lhall refer to the figures in the annexed 

... 

NearViflmei-Volofliok, the Shlina is joined by the Zna, near which are the fources of 
the Tvertza. To join the Tvertza and the Zna, the following works were made under 
Peter the Great. 

1, Near Klutfliina a cut was dug to a fmall Iake,'a fecond to the lake of Gorodolub, 
and a third to the Zna. At the fame place, juft below the firft cut, a lock of four 
gates was conftructed acrofs the Shlina, to ftop the courfe of that rivulet; and by means 
of the- faid cuts and lakes, to convey water to the Zua above Vifhni-i- Volofhok. 5. But 
to keep this fupply of water in referve, and to let as much into the town as is judged 
ncceffary, a great lock of feven gates was built acrofs the Zna below the third cut. 
4. The Zna and the Tvertza were united by a canal beginning from the fources of the 
Tvertza ; and a lock conftru£led at the end of the Canal. 5. The natural courfe of 
the Zna was fhut up by two locks in the town (at a and b\ one of which may alfo ferve 
for a paflage. 6. A canal was dug from thft Zna to the Shlina, at the end of which is 
the lock of the Zna. 

The feveral canals are fupplied with water, and the veffels navigated from the Tvertza 
into the canal of Zna, by the following operation. 

I 

* Having in the RufUan DIfeoverics, given a Hiort ftclch cf the inland navigation from Tobollk to the 
frontiers of China, 1 fludl not repeat it Tuere; but ftiall ilaie, in a few vvordjj, tivit from Tobolfk to the 
Vi.'lga,^ At Tobolflc the barks afeend the Tobol, the Tura, and the Tigil, which rifes in the mountains 
feparating Siberia from Europe; from tlie Tigil the merchandize is tranfnortcd acrofs a neck of land of 
fifty-two miles to the 'rchuffovaia ; there the merchants re-embark the goods, and defccud the Tchufiovaia 
into Uic Kama, to ilsjanilion with the Volga a litjllc above Cafan. 

^ The 
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The locks of Klutfluna, thofe oF a anij b in the -town, and that of the Shiibc’mj; flint, 
the lock of tne Tvettza is opened { the waters of the Zna and $hUna are conveyofi 
through fhe canal of the Tvert/^nto that river.; and the barka fwi* into thv Zna ai 
at Viftn^hVotefl^k. , 'When a furadent number, are admitted, the lock of the Tvertaj 
is fliUt } and tne watera being raifed to a certaih lew^l (uHbich feldoin ’takes uton* than 
two or three ^ys)» by means of the lock of fgven gatps, that of tht Zna is ope..cd, and 
the barlM are graduaJly let jdown k fmall fallj to the jaumberbf about twenty w an houri 
At niglit the lock Is Ihut.' If on the fodJoning day there is fuflScient depth, the baiks 
continue dcfcendiiw \hrough the lock orthe Zna or if not, they mud rem tin until a 
fufficient body of •^ter is collcfFcJ. tlaxing by t|^ sneatJs all pafled igto the Shh n, 
they proceed, witliout interruption, thiough the lake Martino to the beginning of the 
Marti j where a lock has been lately conftrudFedj, which holds the wateis of tin. lake in 
referve. By this refervoir the navigation’is fo greatly faulitaied, that the lock of the 
Zna being Ihuf, and that of the Tvertza open, the Tvertza, which was jbi met ly alpn il 
dry during fevgal itreeks, is now genetally navigable, even in tlio niidft of lunimer, 
w ithm two da j s after the paflage of the barks : •in ijpring, the fupply of water, fi oni the 
melting ol the fnows, is fo confidtrable, that the locks boitf of tht Tvertza and of the 
Zna are open at the fame time. 

Several rivulets falling into the^ Marta are confined by locks,^which being openeef 
fucceflively as the barks arc parting, fill the livtr, and render the fliallows navigable, 
•and being again clofed, form peqietnal refervoirs of w’tor ; this operation is performed 
five or fijc times in the fummer. By fome other works lately conUruaeci, a confider. 
able addition of .water has been obtained; and it is expefted, that the Tvertza will 
become alw-ays navigable, aftd the lock of the Mafta will only be ifhut for a Ihort 

boats employed on this occafion arc towed by ten horfes up the Tvertza to 
Viflmci.Volortiok, between ten and twelve miles^a day ; from which place they we 
rowed -as far as Novogorod. Each bark is provided with at leaft ten m<>u ; thofe w hich 
arc laden with hemp require twenty-two. At Nofhino and Baflatino they change pilots, 
and take m ten additional men to pafs the upper and fmall cataraSs. At Apczonfkoi 
Radok, at tbfthesd of the great cataraas, they procure another pilot a^d tfo.aflift- 
attts : a^d on account of ,he rapidity of the current, inci cafe their complement generally 
to Gxty men. The fall of the river is one hundred and twenty-two and a half yards 
wtrpcndicular’in twedty urilcs} and the ftream fo violent, that the boats not unfre-^ 
ouitly Ihoot along this fpace within the hour ; but they are fomedipes dalh<^ agamft 
?he rocks or overfet by accident } in the ytor *778 above thirty were loft. ?«>« tbc 
foot of the great cataradte, the pilot of Vilhndi-Vololltok fteers the bark one hundred 
and twent*' miles further 'thi;pugh feveral fhoab, which have lately been confl^er- 
ably reduced, and almdft levfM. la fpring the veflels can be aUowed to draw 
two and a half feet watdr j ^ fo&mets WV wenty.fix inches. In autumn the 
navkadon from Vifhn£h*Voldatek <j> Pejerihurgh is perfomed m Iktle mOto th^ 
a month, b fummer in thtM in fpnag only a fortnight « jef Jn 

the year 1777, three, thoufand fouiiijJiRndtod and eighty-five baiks pafled through tj?e 

Veffels being ft^d fiown'the kbfti*, acroJk the lake Ilmen tp tiovbgoro^ d^ 
the Volkof, andMter the * pba of which telexed, to thw of 

VifhnH-Volofhok. '/S cftnal was b^un m 1718, by order of P«er* fimlbed 
during the reign of the Eropwfe Anatf ; it ’wss^ied at firft only a» fern the JCal^a, 
von. VI. 5 ^ .. * 
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a rivulet wluipiti enteis the lalte to the eaft of 5chlufle1bu|:gh |hut ttow ^che? 'without 
interruption, from the Volkof to the Neva, ' The length is Cixtyffevea miles and a half, 
and the breadth ftwenw feet j the depth of. water in fumtner is feven, and in 

fpring ten feeU; it is lupplied by the Volhof ahtfci^t rivul^^a. 'Ilte barks enter 
through the ildiccs of tncYolkofi and go out through thofe'of Schlu^elburgh. In 
177S, four thoufand nine, hundred and|fwenty«fevei^ vcCels paffcd through the canal of 
Ladoga. , * , ‘ * 

A fchemo has been lately projected, to form a*water csomimunication between the 
Ladoga and Bielo Ozero to the Duna ; in order to unite thn White Sea and the 
Baltic, and improve the inland <(;^ 1 ncfco between Archangel and Peterlburgh, The 
only part of this plan yet hhiChe^ is a fhort cut of about leven miles from the Volkof 
to the Sjas. . ' ' 

The grand projcQ: Of uniting the Calpian and the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the 
junfliou of the Don and Volga, was planned by Peter the Great. Thefe two rivers 
appjroach each other within the dlftance of forty miles in the province of Allracan j 
nd two rivulets, the Iloda, vthich falls into the Don, and the Camafliinika, into the 
Volga, are only feparated'* by an interval of five miles. Could tbele two rivulets be 
made navigable, and united by a canal, the Black Sea would be joined with the Caf- 
pian and the Baltic, j,, With tms view Peter tent Pyrry *, an EngUlh engineer, to the 
Ipot : the canal was begun under his infpedion, and a cut made the lengtli of a mile 
and a half ; but the fcheme was dropped, from an idea that it was not prafticable. 
Bring revived, however, ^ the late Emprefs, profefibr Lovitz was entrufied with the 
execution. Having taken a level of the ground between the llofia and the Camafhin* 
fta, he traced out the canal, and was preparing to begin the wofk ; when, in 1774, he 
was wantonly murdered by the impouor Puj^tchell The dired; diftance between the 
two ^^ivulcts is only five miles; but the great difficulty would confift in deepening their 
beds, and procuring a fupply of water fufficient to render them navigable. The Don, 
however, being only forty miles from the Volga, and Iand>carriage being extremely 
cheap and eafy, the advantages refulting from the projbffed* canal would be fcarcely 
equivalent to the expence of forming it.' 

See Perry's State ef RtilGa'. 
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A P P E N D I 2 f. 

Letkpj^rom^^^ St. Peterfiurgh, to the Riiht 

r.^'^^^^AiilfG^ew^QfenvilkiSecretii^ofStateyentbeR , 

' ,y, ^ 

■ ■■■-.,;■ , ...., ,.,.y . 

^AST Fri^a]^ jm 9‘0'clock (ai^ w^jirejimriog' t Peterhoff, tai; 

. meet the Emperor,) one ot^ra fervantg camejpihning inito niy room with a frighteijf: 
countehancei an4 toW m^-there was end of the town, that 

the guards, 4 avin^;rairtmied, w talked of nothing lefs than dethroning , 

the Emperor ; be eou^h tell pie hbri^fchihftahce^ w no anfwei to the 

only'^eftion l alkedj namely,' ifllie Em^re&ts^ quarter of an ; 

hour after, one pt the g|em oar fa^ry^ame in a&d informed me ■ that the 

Emprefs^ was in town^ and that ihe ha 4 beeh^'hy the guards, ; apd the bther troops of ; 
the garrifon, declared thw Empr^slanA Sovereign Pnd that i^e j^iS then actually at:- 
the Cafan^ churcl^ to hear .Ae, ?Vi 5 ^«tP)fung ppon the occaMon. He added the ' 
circumftai^es of Prmce Gebrj^;pf HolAiMA|Gbt|pl^’s pfifonfer, as he 

was endeavouring tp ihako hweft^pe out of tho account was confirmed from 

allquartew, ^dwc t^ot^bod the fevmiil fo^ empire, and all the 

great people were then talurig the paths of fidelity to the Pew Emprefs, as the guards 
and other regiments had ilready dope. ' > 

This furprifmg, revolution waa^brougbt about and cbmpleted in a little more than twb 
hours, yrithout pne drpp oif“blood heing ipiltj or any a8: of ipfolence committed ; *and 
all the quarters of this ohy. It sujy^^^ d^^ frpin the palace, efpedally the llreet \yhere l ; 
and moft part bf H^ l^«ef|yVfubjj^ refide| w^e as quiet as if nothing had happened f " 
the only novelty to be al the bridges, and fome of thp i 

bbrfe guards patrqhng; ‘tht^ugh;^^ t^^ ftteets, in order to preferve the public tjan- 
.qinllityt -.f.'t.'-' 

AaTpon as the .gaat;d$i^embled ; in the meting, federal detachments wern fent to' 
the PetmhbfFRoady .nj hinder, aPy intelligepce from bang %Pt to thb Epip^pr } and 
this piece of duty trith> oxatlc^sj that ito one ■ 

perrott''got;thrQnghrbkcej:|t''thn-mader''b#/thie'’B^^i:ii^^^ 

■ ■■■’ , .■4khout\tin^’dbck;':&the;^5byf^n|*J':^ oja horfebacfc*-' 

. at thb head of twelve or fourteen thousand tnenj andf a ^at train of artillery, and tpok 
the i^ towards PeterholF, in order to attack thh Emperor at diat place, o^ Qrani#* ! 
j^aum, or wherever they ihbjild'meet him ; aPid hmct day in the afternoon we receiyed 
2the account of iilid ImperiapMajei^s:^havingaftirrendered his perfon, and refigned his 
Ictown, without one, ftroke beaig'^nijlrk. ^'llie few circumftances of this great ; event’ 
rlhat I: have, been able to pick up, arid ;Vhich appear' tb.be, aUthemic, though I will, not' 
iwamptitbemaai, areasToilpw, via, t&tihis affobf h?ltJ'been long cbniriymg.’bnt 
^^aftehed ih the execution; by one of ihe cbnfpihifbrij having been aj^e^ ;^b, da^^^^ 
^ befoW^iip^ fome ralh iStar^ that had ’fell^ feom hfe ; upon which fo^e Pf |(ipi^her8 
'.of cohfj^ity being dilcpVered, had ,:^me:|b;it^^^ 

l^uthjp? of going immeditplf :'tb‘,W'6rt^.*’iMid W 'bpt**®<ltt«ice, ' hgd fentkb l^pnf. Oribar» 
ottb ' pftliNl^^ttiiaa. officeni » guariJ^; te apprize the Empfefe of this drcumftance* 

add. 
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and to twprefent the ft^ceflity of her retorain'g to town .withoot lofs of time. 'ITv^ 
gentleman Ihad got to Feterhofi' between three and four in the' morning, and having 
got admitiauce info Her Majefty’s bedchamber, Jiad informed her of her danger, 
upon which ihc had, as fOon as flu* v\ as drcflbd, dipt out of the palace by a-back door, 
and under the' conduct of Monf. Orlow, without one fervant of either fex,'“had, aifer 
feme accidents, furh as their horfes being tirt^jl and knocked up, got to tf)wn about iix 
o’clock^ and went direCtly to the cafernes of the Imacklowlky guards, which flic iound 
under arms, ready to receive her^ with their colonel, the Hetman Ralarnowiky at their 
head. That Her Majcfty from’ thence proceeded to -the Simonowtky regiment, and 
* llien to that 6f Prcobniaiidky, and was by the whole conduced tb the palace, where 
every thing paffed in the manner above mentioned. I muft obferve, that the regiment 
of horfc'guartls, of which Prince George was colonel, was amongfl; the firft that ap- 
peared in the revolt, and ihewed the greattfl; animofuy againft their colonel ami th<' 
, late government ; a»td that all the troops toojk the oaths without hefitation, exet-pr fonx' 
of the officers of the Emperor’s bvvn regiment of curaffiers, who refufed it at full ; ■atui 
fome of them, I believe, are ftlll in aii'cfL for perfifling in their rcfufal. 

As for the Emperor, he bad not the finalloll information, nor the leaf! fufpicion oj 
this aflair, till between eleven and twelve b’Clock, when being on the Way from Or.mic- 
baum to Peterhoff, he was met by a fervant fent oy by the mafter of the horlo, who in- 
formed him how matters (loud in town. Ilis Impcnal Majefty proceeded to Petcrhoif, 
and there learned the circswntlanccs of the Emprefs’s leaving that place, which had 
been concealed till thep from the ladles and <|ther courtiers, by her bcd-chambor wo- 
man’s pretending that the Emprefs was indifpofed and a-bed. > 

From that moment the unhappy Enjperor feems to have loft himfclf, and there waa 
nothing but dcfpair aud confufion among the fmall number of his attendants, and no 
rcfqlution was taken till very late in the evening. Th5t His Imperial Majeily, with all 
his train-gentleman and ladies, went on board a galley that rode belorc Peterhoff, and 
rowed, over to Cronftadt, in the hopes of being received there ; but the conimillioncrs 
from the admiralty, fent down from Peterflnirgh, bad got the ftart’of them, and \vhen 
the Emperor approached the haven, he was not only refufed admittance, though l^e 
declared who he was, but was threatened to be fired upon. 

This augmented the confufion and defpair, and the gaUcy, with (he other .boats, re- 
turned to this fide, but faking diflerent ways, fome to PetgAoff, and othewj'to Oranie- 
baum j amongft'the laft was the Emperor, with a few attendants, and on' the morning 
of Saturday, he fent Prince Oaletzm, the vice«cbanceiUor, and Major-Gettoral Ifmaelow, 
to the Emprefs, with fome propofals. After fome time, Ifmaelow tfsturned with the 
Deed of Refiguatitm of the Crown, which the Emperor fiigned immediately, and then 
going into a coach with that gentleman, taking the road to Peterhoff, and has not been 
lecn fincC; and I have not been able to learh where he Was conduced to. It is faiU, 
that in the deed above mentioned, there was a claufe, j^Mptnifing the Emperor liberty 
to retire into Holliein. I’lius ended this extraordinary atw'ij;^ortant*affaxr j and Her 
Imperial Majefty, after having paffed tii® nijtht countfy'hwfe of Prince Kurakin’s, 
returned to town yefterday morning on KorfvbacI", and aftetitavlng heard mats at the 
new admiralty church, 'U/nich was confecrat^^ that day, jnt dirc&lylo the fummer 
palace', where fhe, with heir fon, the Great-Dulce, ha.vo taji^ up tbejr refidence, and 
where all foriS of people, for fome hours wer(| admitttfd her hand. As for us 

.fordgn^mintfters-i;, v^6;^aghi';jp|,,nsTe^'^'ied;;'jeop|ei|;pf’,tt^ihi|^^^ 

nrefence 
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n fo yoi|, the manifefto publifbed by authority,- 

ywtb;. the itt^flatipnj in.whi<ih you «ill fee that; gf^kt 'ifrefs is laid vipop tfte fhameful 
pwee^pnduded .^sfith as-Ba^pn Goltz, who at* 

teftped ihe F-tnpero^^j;o the Isift^ ^yaa fc tuning fp t Was' met ou tlie rpad by 

Mohf^ AlifufieW, who, ;by order, of the Etrtprit&jJialipfed: that be had* nothing , to 

fear, and thbt he .might :9ithef ,r^uVn::to 0 ^hiehku^^ or two, or proceed to' 

Peteffburgb*. :a;:pmpi*r^'eicdrhb|p^^ either ’.place ’ 5 btit he, 

chufiilgfthe by_t what is mofl-re-, 

iharkabie, A Itutlew :ktot’ed.Jtim>^^ .t tlif, Kmprefs krak.perfeittly: wejl dirpoibd towards 
.cuUi'vating His'Pj^tiffikh Majp'fty^^ ,■ ■. - ■ , , 

The Qrcftt Duhe’s: 

governor, the principal peri'on% ip bnpj^hg ap^ reyplupon, atid under, them the 
biajthei^ OrlpW Wbre;thpni(pt: trprtpd^^ the mofi lingular cir- 

cumflance of thpyhpie is, thaf|he plai^'.hfjrlndhxy^ 

Daflihow, a yoiing lady noiabove iyrehty' Ycark; PUf Lun- 

woniti..W oranzo.w, ;fifter-:to fhe Bhsaheil^’iand; piepe. td the' Cpanceibr,; 

it is certain that IheBofe a pphclpaf (Itare in chntnwhg 'a^^^ on the cohfpiracy 

from the beginniag td;d|p conhlofipn of ip; , . 

Of all niert the HhtmahJhepi<d tb poi^’efk ihd^ fliafe in the; unfortunate Em- 
peror’s affeflion, ,knd fWo at ^arfbal, Roiamow^^ 

country houfe, pad Was. upopt:^ik^iOpGa^%\. received mid marks 

of duty, >4al, and atfach^en|^^^ of lwthbirot^eT?> vvhen he returned to 

( )raniebauni, the ,Hetfok|i tO;,^eiel;h}iff fo^ c6p ^ert H^^tfers..with the Em- 

prefs. It is a dirpute what paft dhe jp^l^ hkd in th|s kllair; 

On Friday eyenirigjtbefofp ■ihh; Em^ an officer to 

bring ba^k Cquht Beltuchef tb Petefihurgh, ,aiid it is^t he will have a confideiv 
able foarb in the k(liniriiIlmtioh in the ra^ah tiuie Moiffi Pahra is tlj that 

takes moll; <upon.hi<”», though, beth the Ohari'cellor Count \V the Vicc- 

Chancellor d*riueB;;Gajhk|Bhi^%hfM^i*® >A ,*heif places; The fo cainc to town on 
Fritlay eyihing, 'arid goii%,dpe^ly to Was lolerahiy Well received, and. proniifcd 
thf' Emprefs’s pr0.h.'Qiph j hqweytW, athis own defu'e had two ofliccrs of the guards 
put about h'iin fo,r fhe ;lir^: two ddys, .hut now they arev taken tffi, and in 

the fuijttidrisbf hispfficb| juk:?kdy till Buriday, having gontinuqd witli 

the Fanperoi? been even af Ca'cmfia.dt wi^^^^ arid .when ffie 

killed the Enipfdfs^s liand, Ihd Catherine, and bffiering it to ' 

Her Imperial Mkjefty,'‘faid,;^b never for it,,knd pow laidft^at her .ifeef^ but the ;; 
EmprefsnfoR, Obligingly ippknririkud'With, her 
Woroniiow’'a'ti,oulder.,_ 4'. 

; ^ .’l^ifh^f^apFfpIfie nihfiybkbl.t^^ that,;the;taldng;.away ' of the? ■ 

church lapdk to; the -ricgleiS pf the clergy ji the xiext .was,- 

the fov,ere"difetplrriri wldeijidhe Empero,r endeavfured to iritroduce amOngfl: the troops, 
rfpeciaJly thOguafdsp .-Who' h^^ beeh , accultomed to .grekriidiep^s and licence, and the 
difeohterit atpohr^ heighien'eid . by the refolutlpn , Hk ;!^ 

taken, of cafrying a gMt part of that cotps into GefiriattyfWitR him ip his expeditiph , 
Bgaiuft; pi^priirk j ''Wpicitf" waS;.a;'|^riM^e..,0^fek^ ^iWho’Ro-"*" 

macBed;greatlyt,|heiri.h«rig;,^WO..irih§'-ft^;s^pence8.;^^;'r^w;darigei|v.f^^^ ' 

thri duchy of, Brii|lel^iich/,whl|hdhfey oori|idkrgd:j^’.k.^^^^ 
indiii5a?Bnt;;'fo-Rulji||.;ahii’tKkfkBer;-jffia;-|3%ikroF'^ 

(Bade;by^b:Ruffiari^Wtris, and WhRh'^hf hive’ to thjs > 

empire, 
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mpircj to his friendfliip for the King of PrulIUi, which however their deifiree. for pea^e 
<ould have made them not only; put up with, but approve. , 

Several other little circumftances greatly exaggerated, anj 3 artfully reprefented and 
nproved, cp^ntributed to tite fall of this unhappy Priricej who had many excellent 
ualities, and who never did a viplcnt oi* cruel adion in the courfe of his fliort reign $ 
ut who, from an ^abhorrence of bufmefs, owing to a bad education, and the unhappy 
hoice pf favourites, who encouraged him in it, let every thing run into -cpnfufion, and 
•y a miftaken notion he had cphctived pf haying ^Mured the affpl^ons .6f the nation, 
ly the great favours he had fp nobly beftbvyed up^ his firft mounting the 

tirone, fell into an indolence and febuHsy^tliat proved fatal, to bitrii lb conclude, not 
nly I, but feveral perfops of fehfe and difeernment, thought they could perceive, 
itterly, in this Pnnee, a' Conhderable chahge^^f^^^ was for feme months after 

livS acceflion, ‘ and the perpetual huny in whicb be lived, and the flattery he met with 
rom the vile people abopt hini', , h^d in; fe meafurp afleded his underftanding. 1 
luft own, that I had. rio appreb^hTioih* that this revolution could happen fo foon ; but 
was always of opinion, that, if he left his dptninions^ he ran a rilk of never ref’rning 
3 them ; and for that reafou ;! made ufe of every mpiiihs 1 could tijink of to divert hi on 
rom that expedition, fometiiries by reprefenting ijhe danger to others, who had the 
lonour to approach his perfon, and a title to ofler him thei.r advice ; whether they did 
heir duty in this point, particularly Prince George, I cannot fay, but if they did, the 
vent has fliewn that it wasaU to no phr^fe, ; 

July a-13. Lad night, abbut ip ofclock, I received a raeflrage from the mafter of 
he cereraonieSi defiring me to be at pourt this iiionting at eilf ven j and having gone 
hither accordingly found great numbers of people, and amongfl: the reft, my brethren 
ihe foreign minifters, alid we were foon after caiti^ into tne*Emprefs*s apartments, 
and prefented to her; by the chancellor : in killing Her Iniperial Majeftyb hand, I took 
thebpportunity of wilhing her a happy reigii, and of inaking her a proper compliment 
in the King’s name, which was kindly receiv^, and reiuibed, in , very handfome terms, 
and, upon the whole, my reception was very good. ■ ! 

I could obferve the countenances of fome of my brethren confiderably changed for 
the better, particularly thofe of the Danilh envoy, and 6f the imperial ambalfador ; 
a-propos to the laft orders have already been fent tp the Count Czemichef, forthw’ith 
to leave the Pruffian army, and return into iluffi*} jit b® fmne time, orders were 
likewife difpatched to General Panin, to go ahd take the c'omtnarid pf General Roman- 
zow’sarmy, and bring it back likewife into Ruflia i all this people the no- 

aipn, that this cGurtmay liave entertamed'fome thoughts of keeping the whole, or fome 
part ofthat country, notwitHftanding the late peace. : ’ ^ ^ 

There was likewife a good deal of jdiSFerej|ce to be obferved in tfte faces of the cour- 
fters, fome for the better, fome for ,the wQife } thofe whp Tepnied to make^ the moll 
important figure, were the Hetman, ^h^of^ Panih, arid that 

w’ho is mentioned in the former pafCdf||h%'N^tPr j^ h^^ riiade.iknight of St. Alexander,, 
and chamberlain. Ambhgft t^^ iPidnphfe was diftinguiflted by 

the order of St. Catharine,' the Emplf^fs fesyirig giyeri her tbe ^ribb Ihe wore herfelf 
before Ihe put on fhe Blue; , in Gpunt Ro*. 

moinzow’s houfe. It is faibthat ithe, Emperor, in makfe his tprtns,befired only three ; 
things, his own life, and gtace;fpr l)is fav6untbfe^ Adjutant; Brigadier 

Godowitz, who is likewife undprkrreft; ; .There haye|fe^ fe^^ made,' 

partici^larly of new fenators, in which yipf^ic&tc^hor is ; but I r^fer rayfelf 

10 ray next, In which I feall tranftnit the mpft:#a^it lift f 

i;':;'' Prince"' 
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'Prince MeiizicoflF, after being made general in chief, and knight of St. Andrew, was 
difpatched to Mofcow on Friday evening, to proclMmthe Emprei's in the capital. 

You cannot fail, fir, of being tired;^oi this long incoherent letter ; but in jjje hurry of 
the times, all I can do is to throw together as many particulars as come tp my know- 
ledge, and I truft to your indulgence for my pardon. In the mean tinte, haviag Re- 
ceived no orders from you fince youl* letter of the 8th June, 1 fliall conclude this, with 
afluring you I am with great refpeQ:, ’ % , 

Your moft humble and raoft obedient fervant, 

' Robert Keith. . 

P. S. Barori'Goltz was not at coupt for want of clothes, it having been infinuated 
in the meflage from the mafter of the cei’eraonies, that it was expefted he would come 
to court in other clothes than regimentals, but having none of that kind ready, he can. 
not be prefented till next court day. 

Baron Lutzon, ihe Mechlenburgh minifter, was at court amonglP the reft, he left 
card at iny door lall night. Both Mulgohow and Wolkow are in arreft. 


• No. II. 

5 . - 

Lift of the RuJJtan Navy in October f'/yS., 
Sliips of the Lire. ' 


' • -..Pitch 

Guns. Statiqji. 

1. Ezekiel • 


2. Ifidor • - 

74 — ^Ditto 

3. St. Andrew * - - 

74 — Ditto 

4. Clement • - 

74— -Ditto 

5. Tchefme - • • 

74— Ditto 

6. Vladimir » - * 

66— Ditto 

7. Vekeflaf - - 

66— Ditto 

8. De Neifs - 

66— Ditto • 

9. America -* - 

66 — Ditto 

10. Periflaf r* . 

66— Ditto 

11. Vfevolod - - * 

66— Ditto 

12. Demitri Doniki - 

66 — Ditto 

13. Pam and Euftada ' - 

65 — ^Ditto 

14, Vidor * 

66 — Ditto 

15. EUropa - 

6f— Ditto 

16. Saratof • • > 

66 — ^Ditto 

17. Pobeda - - 

66— -Ditto 

18. Ratiflof - ; - 

66— Ditto 

19. Miranofitz -• 

66— Ditto 

ao. Pobidnafovitz, rebuilding 

66 — At Crohfladt. 

ai. Count Orlof * - - 

66 — -Revel 

22. Alexander - > - 

66 — Ditto - 

23. Boris and Glebb . - 

66— Ditto 

24. Ingermanland • - , 

66— Ditto * 


Wl 


a l,wTt. 

J7h 

17,72 

1776 

1770 

1770 

1771 

.‘7.71 

1772 

*773 

1772 

1771 

1770 

1771 
176H 
176 c 

1770 
17O9 

1771 


1770 
1772 
»773 
•*773 
25. Afia 
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Natnew 

Guns. Station. 

Wfien built. 

25* Afia 0 " • ’ rf 

, 66— Reyel 

>773 

26. Unknown - . 

66 — Cronftadt 

*777 

27. Ditto ‘ * « 

66— Ditto 

*777 

28. Ditto 

66— Ditto 

*777 

29. Ditto 

66— Ditto 

*777 

30. Ditto 

66— Ditto 

*777 


Ships of the Lint: ready to launch, and building. 

y 

Guns 'Station* 


74 — ^Petcrfburgh 
74 — ^Pitto 
74— Ditto 
06 — ^Ditto 


31. Ready to launch 

за. Ditto ^ - 
33. Building 

34 * Ready to launch 
35, Bu;jding 

зб. Ditto 

37. Ditto 

38. Ditto 


Names. 

I. St. Michael 

а. Kaflevoi 

3. Lcclkoi 

4. Pofpelkoi 

5. Bohemia 

б. Hungaria 

7. I^ordeikoi 

8. Euftatia 

9. Fbmoiknoi 


10. Ready to launch 

11. St. Mark, 

I a. Ready to launch 
13. Building 
>14. Ditto 
’ \ Ditto 


66 — ^Ditto 
6{)~”Ditto 
66-— Ditto 
66— Ditto 

Frigates. 

OuD 9 . Station. “‘Uongk 
j'"— oronftadt 
32 — ^Ditto 
32 — ^Ditto . - 

32 — ^Ditto 
3a — ^Dittp' 

3a — ^Ditto 
32 — ^Ditto 

32 — ^Ditio 

33 — ^Ditto 


Frigates ready to launch^ and building. 

- 28 — ^Peterfburgh 

- 20— Ditto 

- 20— Ditto 

- 20— Archangel 

20 — ^Ditto 
• 20— Ditto j 


When built 

1774 

»774 

»773 

*774 

*774 

*774 

1709 

1768 

1768 


4 *rames : i. Elephant, 36 guns ; 2. Unknown, 3. Leopold, 18 : 4.’ Barfa, 18. 
Gallies : loi at Peterflmrgh j 3 at Cronftadt j an^ 5 at Revel. * 


5 


No. 
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No. III. 


^ * 

Goods exported in three hundred and eigiity-two Britjfli fhips in 1,777. 


Oiiaiitity. 

1,203,279 Poods * of Iron 


,104,299 

- 

Clean hemp ’ — 


92,950 

- 

’Outfliol iliuo — 


32,73 “i 

- 

I ialf dean cliito •— 



- 

Codilla ditto — - 

— 

209, yo2 


Twelve head flat? — 


25,. 1.70 

- 

Nine head Ihix •— 


4,396 

- 

Six liead fax — 

• 

36,627 

* 

CoJilla ditto — 


S 373 

- 

Iliiiglal’s — * 

_ 

>.vC ‘4 


.Bridles — 

«... 

^ jf 

/"+ 

• 

1 lides — 


2,546 


Wax . — 

— 

271,273 

- 

'i'allovv — 

— 

21,525 

- 

OK! iron ■ — 

„ 

G '57 

- 

heathers ■ — 

— 

7 c, 8 ' 5 y 

Ml 

'Jar 1 — 

_ 

2,665, 


Pilch — 

..... 

U 47:5 


Rofin — 


2,987 

- 

Cordage — 

— 

3 5 '7 

« 

Uorfehair — • 


-1 -- 

3^11)* 

R huliarb — 



3 11). 

Beaver c*cj 

_ 

152,854 


Broad diaper — «• 

— 


- 

Narrow ditto — 

_ 

62,155 

- 

Broad linen — 

— 

,602,716 


Narrow ditto ■— 

— 

,i68,/.,o-i-o 


Ci’di 


"47,290 

- 

Drillings — 

— 

23,429 

Pieces of 

FIceins — 

<r 

56,64.;. 

« 

Ravcuducks — 

— 

^ ’ 5-5 


Sail-cloth ^ — 

— 

3 ’ 5 -" 


White fox-fivins — 

— 

5, •',20 

- 

Hare-ikins •— 

— 


18,4-54 Tchetw ert § Linfoed 
17,906 - Wheat 


Valiu’ 


3 ^ 5 -. 3 « 4 . 

S, 

J2 

35 '’VS 

I 2 

27,885 

0 

9,165 

f 6 

13,441 

1 


0 

10,697 

6 

1,582 

8 

4#395 

4 

8,238 

0 

^4,325 

4 

10,528 

16 

6,1 10 

8 

119,360 

0 

1,722 

0 

925 

1 2 

7.083 

1 6 

402 

8 

441 

16 

1,194 

. 16 

*43 

1 2 

846 

8 

590 

8 

3.362 

5 

5 . 4 q 2 

. 16 

1,838 

22,4*j8 

4 

0 

5.S42 

4 

23.724 

0 

37.598 

8 

67,972 

16 

2,107 

P 

1 ,400 

0 

100 

0 

) I5072 


14^368 

.16 


* A j)f)od zz -I'iiU' |)o;;ijd.;. 

t li^ioic our UJiliiippy (lii]>un:ji v/i'Ji <>ur colonitrs, we ufctl to prociin: our j.utch wud »ar from America. 
Ill 1776 wt liiit iiuporlc'J ihcfc com; :rs f!t>m Ruflid. They were Told at lir'l for only ig. the pood , 
but in 1777, tar IbUl for ds. and pitcl* al 3^-. liic pood. 

X An m ihlnc rz l\veiity-(i»ight inches. 

(■ A teheiwert conltiinsj:! bnflKls Winchcllcr nieafure. ^ 

vob. Vi. 5 ^ 


> 

Value. 
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Quantity* . 

1 57*083 Deals, are about dght; thoufand dozen ^ 

, 155 Poock of Potafli . 

499 * - C^rraway feeds ^ 

. .aad • i»« Annifeed, — — - 

37>Si7 k-. Old rags* old ropes* goats* fldns* and oxen 

, a aalb. Rawfilk — • 

* 5a > Linfeed oil — 

10*434 • Horfe^tails* about two hundred pood . 

. 78 - Mads and bowfprits, and wax candles 

305 • Fox-lkin bags and weafehlkin bags 

31a - Hare*{kin bags and (kina of fquirrels 

ao • Ermine ddns — — • 

14*370 - Ermine tails and lable tails* and mats 

57 - Caviar — , — 

1*413 Ardiines Checked linen — *— 


Value. 

£’» 

a4»ooo o 
77 8 

149 la 
90 8 

bones 31a o 

57 *» 
15 la 

aoo o 
1*044 o 
— • 8aa o 

— 15 la 

60 o 

214 O 

' 34 4 

P-4 4 


Cudoms on exportation 
Shipping charges 5 per cent. 


Commidion 3 per cent. — 

Total fum of exports by Britifli fliips 


}07, ij 6 o > 
64*650 12 3 


1,293,010 

*4 

171,826 

12 

i> 464.837 

6 

43»945 

0 

1,508,78a 

6 


Goods exported by Britiih fhips at Peterfburgh* in 1777. 

, '■ Value. 


Quantity. 





#1, 

2,1 W 

Poods of 

Alum — 


775 

8 

214 


Benzoin — 

aaiM 

2,565 

0 

8,080 


Brimftone — 


f n 985 

la 

11,482 


Campeachy wood — - 

— 

'W 4,592 

i5 

579 

c 

Cheefe «— 

— - 

706 

4 

126 


.Cochineal 

— ^ 

5040 

0 

1*288 


Coffee — 


2*060 

16 

*5 


Confectionary 


61 

16 



Copper wrought and udwrought 

— 

120 

8 

978 


Cork — 


660 

0 

6 


Coral •— 

s-i. 

500 

0 

108 


Gum Arabic ^ — • 


129 

16 

1*560 


Indigo '•*- 

0 

24,961 

4 

58,804 


Lead »> 

mmm 

' 21,)^ 

8 

568 


Muilxrd — 

■MM ^ 

1,36b 

Id 

524 

* 

Oil — 


623 

16 

4^ 


OUbanum 

mmj 

92. 

0 

'«»4%o 

■ • 

Pepper 

— 

3,418 

16 


37 Poods 
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• 


value* 

, 57 

Poods of 

Pd^wtir — 

•Mi 

96 

12 

aaf 

6o? 


Plates of gold and filver 

Rice __ 

— 

7*507 

0 

54 


Sugar refined 7 

• 

»43 

■V 

1 2 
» 

683 


Ditto raw 3 

. •mm 

896 

8 

409 


Sal ammoniac 


1,636 

, 4 

*5*874 

- 

Till • — 


255398 

8 

60 


Tobacco and fnuff 


162 

8 

98 


Verdigreafe — 


393 

1-2 

co6,8i6 

Arfhines 

Bays 

mmmm 

20956 

1 2 

100,494 


Calimancocs and camblets 


7*034 

12 

32,4x2 


Camblets — . 


6,880 

8 

164,205 


Cottons for printing 


7*225 

0 

*. 7>»32 

. 

Cloth fine > 




i62,Ov-7 


ordinary 3 


55.642 

12 

144,125 


Cottons, velvets, velverets, &c. 

— 

*7.364 

0 

45*995 


Druggets — - 

*— 

I n 

12 

9,828 


Flannels • >— 


589 

12 

16,225 


Phlug and (hag — 


1,986 

0 

365*896 


Shalloons — 

_ 

24,881 

12 

*57*895 


Tabouretts — 

— - 

9.652 

16 



Clothes ready made — 


344 

4 


' 

Hats — 


j 3 * 1 C 

8 



Linen and printed handkerchiefs 


34a 

16 



Muflin and cambric 

•M. 

i,xo8 

s 0 



Quilting — 



2,853 

0 



Ribban<& 


*33 

0 



Stockings $ *«• 


**787 

0 



Sundry filk ftuffs 

■ — 

**333 

0 



Sundry woollen ditto 

— 

3**31 

• 0 



Toys and millinery 


9*490 

8 



Butter — 

# 

/6 

12 



Capers 


I 

8 



Goals — - 

r— 

2,033 

12 



Chefnuts — - 

•M. 

68 

0 



Chryftal — 


190 

4 



Currants, raifins, and figs 


384 

9 



Cutlery and hardware 

M- 

<9,181 

16 



Diamonds and precious fiones 

— 

5.596 

0 



Earthen ware — 


5,890 

12 



Fans — • 



40 



Flames for judlures 


82 

16 



Furniture 


3*3 

4 



Furs — ^ 


40 

c 





24 

c 



Lace and ruffles 

•M. 

452 

12 



Leather drefled and undrefled 


5*5 

’4 



52a * 

• 

. Mathe* 
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Quantity. 


*3' 

38 

27,316 

239,967 

3,282 

61 

*93 
. K95 
3*556 

*o,7®3 

1 16 

*3 

61 


Mathematical inftruments 
MuHcal infttunients 
Mo«i?.ir — 

Nut# — 

01iv< 

Paper hangings 
Pearls — 

Pencils and black lead 
Pictures and copper-plates’ 
Pickles — • 

Pork and hams • 

Printed bookh — • 

Prunes 

Stoughton’s drops 
Stos. : and marble 
Snufl-boxes — 

1 ea — 

Tutinage — , 

\Vhips and walking (licks 
Wine and mineral water 
Wood for coaches, furniture, 
Horfes — 

Dogs — • 

Pieces of Beaver (kins 

Bottles — • 

Hogfheads Burton ale 

Coaches and harnefs 
Clocks and watches 
Dozen Cyder 
Anchors of French brandy 
Chefts of Oranges and lemo'is 

Otter Ikinr — 

Reams of Paper — 

Anchprs of Shrub and rum 
Hogflieads of Vinegar — 

Sundry drugs and colours 
Sundry fmall artisies 


hr. 


Value. 

/> •# 

1,458 O 
45 * *6 

45 *6 
45 8 

1 o 
258 8 

) ,oor o 
674 o 
3 605 8 

37 * 

57 
607 

54 
*3 

241 I 

35 
141 

108 I 

434 o 

2,070 o 
2,920 o 
132 12 

27,316 o 
2,380 8 

26,255 o 
2,084 4 

11,142 16 

154 16 

781 ;6 

5,817 12 

14,844 4 

45 4 

98 8 

147 *6 

865 o 
590 t6 


£423*942 12 


No. IV. 
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No. IV. 

SlaL' of the Rtijj'um army 1785 

I Roj^unenl horfe pjiiards. • 

3 Ditto fool j.iuarils : %<Li. Pivobrafliinfky, Ifmailoffliy, Seinenoflky. ' 

Ihis corps is callyd tea •' ukuitl .taca, but does not exceed tlireo thoufand, <ind 
probably lu vi r vvilL ^ 


i^Divificn. — V. Pclcrlhurgh and PLfcnf 

1 I'ield Marihal. \ Kii;nLcr of uicn, olTicers iududed. 

1 General in Chief. 


, 4 Idcutent’.rkGoner.ftp. 

-f-^lajor Generals. '• 

I 'jR egiment can.b!niers : Plefcoi' 

1 Ditto dragoons : vi-r.. St‘ii,Poterlbu;\,.i 


O-l-C 



Total c^i^alry * — — 2,3,,. 

2 Regiments grcnridiers : wa. J.ifc grenadiers, Sophiilk, each con- 

fifling of 4 ,i 8S inen ( — - 8,37^ 

1 4 Vicld regiments : viz. Ro\t , Belovcrfkoy, Plefverfkoy, Koporf- 
koy. Archangel, NavagiullL Refan, VdikoltUfky, 'J’inguiiu'k, 

Narva, Kexholni, Ntvf'lky,\Starofkollk, Negomik, eacli con- 
lilling of 2,094 men \ ~ _ 29,3 


Total infant r^’i/ 

'i’otah % divilion 


37,692 


40,^06 


^ 2d Oi 'on. — Ukraine, 

I Fielii Marflra!. 

I Gt jral in Chief. 

3 Lieutenant Generals. 

5 Maior t fencrais. 

1 Rtglin<’i i, i.uiralkcrs : viz. St. George 4 — 

10 Regimen raiabiniers: viz. Kiof, Tcht Severlfv, Glukof, 

Soiibiilk, Lubenlkoy, 'I'ver, Neyinflc, Mublk, rercjoiloli, 
cafh eo'dilting of 942 men — ■ — 

6 Regiments, lij’jiit horle ; viz. Achtiurlk, K.afk 
Dutcroniflt, Sonifl?, each conlifffng of i 

Total cavalry 

9 

' 1 o Carry for' \rd 


'.jtea Trnlk, Ofti-oeifk. 

Sea 
■ i 


7-r-' 

9,420 

6,498 


16,660 


i6,6&C‘ 



coke’s travels 1M RUSSIA. 


Number of men. officeri indoded. 
Brought forward — 16,660 

7 Regiments, infantry: viz. Tomik, Sief, Brianik, Elitz, Riga, 

Suzdofky, Polotfkoy, each confifting of, 2,094 men, — 14>658 

Tdial 2d divifion — •— 3 *>3* 8 

. ' 3d Divifion.— 

1 General in Chief. 

2 Lieutenant Generals. 

4. Major Generals. 

s Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Mofeow, Roftof, each conkfling 

of 942 men — — • 1,884 

1 Regiment, cuirafliers : viz. Gazan — • 742 

Total of cavalry — — 


7 Regiments, infantry : viz, St. Pete’rfburgh, grenadiers, -lofcow, 

grenadiers, each confifting of 4,1 83 men — “ 8,376 

Pennlkoy, Yaroflaf, Alinopolflc, Toola, Cafan, cach-onfifting 
c'f2,c94nien — ~ to>470 


Total infantry — — 18,846 


Total 3d divifion — • Rt»472 


4th Divifion. — Ekaterinojlaf d Crimea. 

t Field Marflial. 

1 General in Chief, 
j Lieutenant Generals. 

1 1 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, cuirallicrs : viz. F.katerinoflaf — 74a 

I Reghnent, carabiniers : viz. Refan — — 942 

, 1,684 

9 Regiments, light horfe ; viz. Paulograt- Marinpolik, Alcxan* 
driifle, Oiivinj)oHk, Kherfon, Conf“ atinografz, 'l^amiginfk, 

Pultava, Ifiam/k, each confifting o'’°Vc'83 men — 9>747 


Total cavalry 

11 Regiments, nvV. Ekaterinoflaf, T 
nadiers, each confifting of 4, i' 
Orlof, Koftof, ViaHkoy, Kiirf 
each confifting ol' 2,094 otti 

'i'otal infant^ 


a, Phanagorifk, Kiof, gre- 
-n •*— 16,752 

nbof, Taurichetz, Troitzk, 

— — M>658 


ii» 43 « 


3r»4>o 


tal 4th divifion 


42,841 



OC»XE*S TRAVELS KUS6JA. I 

€orpt cantoned from Aflracan to Tiflisy making fait 'of the AtS divifion commanded by 
1 Lieutenant General. ' Numbci of mm, oflicon iucludcc. 

5 Major Generals. * • 

a Regiments, dragoons: viz. A(lra\:an« Taganrocli, each confift. 

ing of 1,87a men — ^ 

9 Regiments, infantry : M2. Aftracan, grenadiers * ’ — 4,188 

Kunitik, Kabardinia, Mofeow, Sclenginlkoy, NI/.ol, Nldmci* ’ 

Novogorod, Biftujrikoy, Vqropetz, each confiding of 2,094 
men — - — 16^, 75a 

Total — — 34,684 


5th Divilion.— - 

I General in Chief. T 
. 1 Lieutenant General^ 

9 JVlajor Generals. \ 

I Reginicnr, cuirafliers : vi\. Great Duke’s — 

I Regiment, cuwiblnicrs ; ^'Jk. KargopoUk — 

4 Regiments, iiJantry : ‘Z'/a.^ovo^orod, Siburg, Schlufielburgh, 
TobollkjV'ach confiding W 2,094 men — - 

\ 

'g\ 

yjal 5th divifion — 


74a 

942 


1,684 

^,376 


1 0,060 


6th Di’ lon.’-^VIoditnir and Voronetz. 

I General in Chief. 

I Lieutenant General. 

4 Major Generals. 

a Regiments, carabinicis : M2. Ju^" ’manland, Narva, each confift. 

ing of 942 men • * - — 

2 Regiments, d’^agoons; viz. Nilhr- novogorod, Vulodluiir, ea».h 
confiding of 1,872 'nen ^ ' — 

4 Regiments, infantry : Mz. Shirvan, ftof, Aj keronlkoy, A::of, 
each confiilkig’ of 2,094 men — — 


Total 6th 


I 'aoi. 

•ife 


7th Divificn.-tsV'.&/f«/(fo. 

1 General in Chief. 

I l.ieutcnant General. 

3 ^ajor Generals. 

1 Regiment, life cuirafliers — * — 

a Regiments, carabiniefs ; viz. . "h, Riga ich con filling of 

942 men* — ^ \ — 

4 Regiments, infantry : viz. Siberia, grenad>e« o 1 ' — 

Smolcniko, Uglit^ lngei*manland, each ci ’?ng of 2,094. 

men — — _ 

• i 

Total 7th divifion • r- 


1 , 88 ., 

3.744 

8,376 


742 

1,884 
4, 1 38 

6,282 


14,004 


8th 
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‘ Nttmber of men, officers iiiciudeA. 

8th Divifion. — T^rmba/. 

I General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major' Generals. ' - 

J Regiment, light horfe : hh. El.’zabethgratz — ‘ 1,083 

4 Regiments, infantry rv/z. Troitzk, Lodago, Volodimir, Maromflc, 

eaoh confi fling of 0,094 men ~ ~ ^>37^ 

, Total 8ih Divifion 9>459 


9lh Divifion.— -rrArVr’ RuJJia. 

1 Genera! in Chief. 

1 I.ieuienant General. 

1 Major CJeneral. 

0 Regiments, dragoons : viz. Smolenfko, Kinhurn, each t-nififling 

of 1,87 2 im a — — . — 3>744 

4 Regiments, infantry; w~.. Dnuperoplkoy, Polotlkoy, Tijjhernigofl’ 

VologoHkoy, cadi confilling- of 2,094 men — 8,37 5 

Total 9th Divifion — 12,120 

iclh Divifion. — Orenbi^;. 

\ Lieutenant Gt;neral. 

2 Major Generals. / 

3 Regiments, light horfe : viz. Voronetz, Pfiumfk 'krainc, each 

confiding of 1,083 — 3 j 249 

2 Battalions, infantry ; viz. Orenburg, Tfehernog .z, each confift- 

ing of 1,046 men — 2,092 

Total I oth Divifi — 5.341 


eORl’o OF , .2RI.\. 

1 Lfnucnrnt General. : ' 

2 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, dragoons : viz. Siberia ^ — ijSys 

2 Battalions, infantry ; viz. Ekateriner.5 .rg, Scminpolik, each con- 

filling of 1,046 men — ' — — 2,092 



OUT TROOVS. 


' t 

13 Regiments, regular Cofliics, hfeonfifiing of o^! 2 men . 11,304 

Irregular ditto, divided inf' giments of 500 each from the 
Don and the Yaic or Ur/ nee PugatcheFs revolt) called 
Uralian Collacks. Nunvi ...not to be afeertained. 

Afalmucks-L-Tho fame. / — — _ 

^ '• ' “larry forward — -111,304 
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9*3 

, Number of men, offioen includei 

Brought forward — >> *i>3^4 

1 Battalions, grenadiers : viz. Kharcofs, - , each confiding of 

, j.7u..n — — *2,094 

8 Battalions, fufileei^? : viz. Mofcow, Karkhoff, each confiding of 

1,026 men — — 8,2 u8 

24 Battalions, chafleurs : viz. Taaritcliitz, Caucafus, Livonia, Bog, 

Bclorulky, Finland, ca:h confitUng ot 990 men — 23»76o 


4S>3^6 

RECAPITULATION. 



• Cavaliy. 

* 

Infantry, 

Aitillerf# 

id Divifion 

- 2,814 

_ 

29,316 


2 - - . - 

- 16,660 

— 

14,658 


3 ■ - 

- 2,626 

— 

18,846 


4 - - . 



3«»4to 


Lieutenant General Potemkin’s corps 

J»744 


20,940 


5 - 

- 1,684 

— 

S,376 


^ • 

- 5,628 

— 

8*376 


7 . . - . 

- 2,626 

— 

10,470 


8 • • • 

- >»o83 

— 

8,376 


9 

3»744 


12,120 


10 

3>249 


2,092 


Corps of Siberia 

1,872 

— 

2,092 


Light troops, regular - 

11,034 

— 

34,062 


Irregular 

. 

— 

— 


Artillery - . - 

68,465 


201,134 

^4,000 
r"" " “ 
34,oco 


/ 

To this may be added, ninety-eight garrifon battalions of different edablidiments, 
confiding of recruits and invalids, mixed, which do the duty of the places, no field 
regiment, excepting four for the garrifon of Peterlburgh, and two for that of Riga, 
being employed in that line. The artillery has eleven garrifon battalions for the fame 
purpofc 


END OF VOL* VI. 





